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DEDICATI<my^V 

TO THE KING’S MOST EX,CEiLl.El^T MAJESTY 


Sire, 

The deep solicitude which youi Majesty has, on all occa- 
sions, evinced foi the welfaie of that iiiipoitant portion of the 
empire denommated Biitish India, — the countenance and 
favour bestowed fiom the thione on those who may have 
contiibuted eithei to acquiie oi to letam a dominion which, 
nith justice, may be consideied the biiglitest gem in the 
English diadem, — and the peisonal legaid with nhicli it 
has pleased youi Majesty to lionoui the nobleman whose 
administiatioii the following despatches and coiiespondence 
fully illustiate, will, I hope, acquit me of any chaige of vanity 
foi soliciting the distinguished honoui of dedicating the ac- 
companying woik to a Soveieign whose compiebensive mind 
has been long directed to the weal of oui tiansraaiine pos- 
sessions, and which, at an eailiei peiiod of life, and in an 
hostile age, he had so nobly endeavouied to pieseive and to 
extend 

It must at all times. Sue, be giateful foi the Monaich of a 
flee people to contemplate the aiduous and heioic efiPoits of 
his subjects in a distant countiy, undei an eneivatmg clime, 
and amidst an adveise race, stiuggling to maintain, m all its 
puissance, the proud pre-eminence of their native land , and 
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Sire, it must be equally giateful for those subjects to know 
and to feel that, whethei then efFoits be ci owned with suc- 
cess 01 otheiwise, they aie ceitain to leceive a piotection, 
encouiagoment and lewaid, piopoitioned to then deseits, 
which neithei faction noi envy can withhold, and the con- 
feiring of which foims one of the pmest souices of enjoyment 
of a patiiot King 

But, Sue, high and gieat as are the sentiments of loyalty 
and pati lotism which piompted and sustained the effoits of 
the Biitisli Nation, foi the acquisition and maintenance of 
dominion in the East, theie aie yet higher and holier feelings 
connected with this impoitant subject No lust of powei , no 
ambitious thiist, no mercenaiy thoughts, have led to the con- 
quests which these pages lecoid, — an unseen, yet evei pie- 
sent, Piovidence has given to a small island m the western 
Atlantic supicmacy ovei millions of oui fellow cieatuies m 
another hemispheie, myiiads of biave and mtelhgent Inen 
ha\e been lescued fiom the ignominious bondage 
the clang of aims has changed into the busy hum of industiy , 
the at ts of peace have followed m the track of oui footsteps , 
science and hleiatiiie aie eveiy wdieie expanding, and the 
baibaious iiles of fanaticism and supeistition aie yielding 
to the mild and Immanuing influence of Christianity 

Sue, it was the hope of accomplishing these truly gieat 
objects that guided the Councils of Anglo-Indian policy, and 
neived our gallant countiymen to deeds of unwonted heio- 
ism, and that Omnipotence which presides ovei man in his 
collective, as well as individual capacity, gave fortitude and 
insdoin to oui statesmen, and strength and humanity to our 
soldierj 

To place on irrefutable lecoid the noble deeds of Piitons, 
while many aie yet luing who can attest their accuiacy, is the 
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main object of the present woik, so that when the impaitial 
histoiian shall ponder in amazement on the Anglo-Indian ter- 
ntoiies, he may he enabled to judge with coiiectness, and to 
declaie with truth, the motives foi oui acquisition of these 
teiiitoiies, and the means by which they w'eie acquiied 
Let me also, Sue, be peimitted to expiess a wish that 
the blight eiLainple which these pages hold foith may not 
be without Its effect on the using geneiation, that the 
remembiance of the past may opeiate as a stimulus to 
futuie eveitions foi the lionoui and gloiy of the Biitish 
Clown, foi upholding in its integuty this vast and unpaial- 
leled maiitime empiie, and foi diffusing the incalculable ad- 
vantages of 01 del and of peace, of fieedoui and of happiness, 
throughout the most distant legions of the eaitli 

With an aident hope that oui constitutional monaichy, 
which has been pioductive of so many and such beneficial 
results, may long continue in its puiity and stiength, and 
with a smceie piajei, that He who goveinetli the lieaits of 
kings, and sways the destinies of nations, may vouchsafe to 
youi Majesty a full enjoyment of all the blessings deiivable 
fiom a conscientious e-s.eicise of the exalted powei, which 
yoiu Majesty so meicifully wields, — I have the distinguished 
honour and giatification to subsciibe myself. 

Sue, 

Youi Majesty’s dutiful subject, 

Robert Montgomery Martin. 


London, Maitti Vith, 1HJ(» 
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The publication of the official despatches and coiiespondence 
ol the Maiquess Wellesley, duiing his admimstiation m India, 
oiiginated in the suggestion contained m a Icttei fiom Mr 
Montgoineiy Mai tin to his Loidship, of which the following 
IS jin extract — 

London, %lh Sept 1836 

“ In piepaiing the second Edition of my ' Histouj oj the 
Biitish Colomeb,' (Vol 1, Asia,) I have been more strongly 
than e\ei impiessed with the importance of your Loidship's 
eventful career, as Governor-General of Biitish India, while re- 
gretting that the public are so much in en oi as to the events of 
that momentous period Several friends of India have ex- 
pressed then legiet that youi Lordship’s despateh^ have 
never been made public, I am, theiefoie, desirous of ascer- 
taining whethei youi Loidship would aid me with copies of 
youi despatches and official correspondence, which, combined 
with those obtainable from the East India House, Board 
of Conti Old, &,c., would, I think, foiiii an important portion of 
the histoiy of the British empire ” 

Lord Wellesley’s assent to this proposal is contained m a 
letter to Mi Martin, of rvliich the following is an extract — 
"Fulham, \3tli Sept 1836 

“ It IS perfectly true, that the public has received erro- 
neous impressions of the system of policy, which I pursued 
in India 

“ I have ncithei had leisure noi inclination to lectify those 
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eiiois , although I ceitainly must agiee with you, that it is 
highly piopei to cleai such irapoitant tiansactions fiom 
misundei standing I shall be happy to fuimsli you with any 
mateiials within my leach foi this laudable puipose ” 

The collection of official and othei documents in Loid 
Wellesley’s possession lelative to India, was ascertained to 
be veiy gieat, and of the highest impoitance, since it sup- 
plies information which could not be obtained, with equal 
advantage, horn any otliei souice 

^Inoidei to pieseive the spiiit of the coiiespondence, it 
was deemed piefeiable to give the documents chionologically 
lathei than accoiding to the events to which they lelei ^ foi 
by this means the leadei is bettei enabled to judge of the 
motives which piompted vaiious actions , and the natuie of 
the policy puisued is lendeied moie appaient than by the 
peiusal of letters wiitten aftei the completion of the tiansac- 
tions to which they adveit, iiid iiecessaiily leceiving some 
colouiing fiom the success oi faiUue ot the undeitaking 
(Tue woik commences with the Goveinoi-Geneial’s coiies- 
pondence fi om the Cape of Good Hope*’', while on his voyage 
to India, and the fiist volume teiminates with the fall of Se- 
iingapatam , thus embiacing the oiigin and conclusion of the 
wai m Mysoie •] ) 

C* Loid Moimnifton was appointed Goieinoi-General ot India on the 
4th, and swoin in on the 6th, October, 1/97 > sailed fiom England on the 
7th Novemliei following , aiiivcd at the Cape of Good Hope m Februarv, 
1798 , at Foit bt Geoige on the 26th Apiil, 1798 , sailed fiom thence on 
the 9th May, and ai lived at Foit William on the 17th hlav, 1798 1 
t The Editoi has ranch pleasuie in dcknowdcdging the attentions and 
kind iihsistauce with which he has been faiourcd by the Eail of Powis, 
Lord Viscount Melville, the Chaiiman, Deputy Chairman, and Secietary 
of the East India Company, N B Edmonstonc, Esq , Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meyrick Shaw, hii Robert Campbell, Bart , Sir Ghailes Foibes, Bait, 
the Right Honoui able S R Lushmgton, M P , T Cockburn, Esq , and 
by seveial othei distinguished individuals, whose names will bo more pai- 
ticulailv ackiiow'lcdged in the subsequent volumes 
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As the following documents aie connected with almost every part 
of this volume,* they are heie inserted 

( Pi octanmtion at the Isle of France 

Libeite Egahte Liberty Equality 

REPUBLiaUE FRANCAlsr, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, 

Une & indivisible One and indivisible 


PROCLAMATION 

Anne Joseph IhjppoliiL Malaitic, Gene- 
ral en Che/, Govei new -srenei al des 
Isles defiance S; de la Reunion, 4 
Commandant-geneuil des Etablme- 
ments Fianpiis, a VEst du Cap de 
Bonne Espu ance 

Cliov CNS, 

Connaissant depuis plusieuis 
annees votie zele & votie attach- 
ment poui les interets & la gloiie 
de notre Republique, nous som- 
mes ties empi esses & nous nous 
faisons im devou de vousdonner 
connaissance de toutes les pi opo- 
sitions qiie nous fait Tippoo Sul- 
taun, pai deut ambassadeurs qu’il 
nous a depeches 
Ce ptince a ^ciit des letties 
particuheies a I’Assemblde Colo- 
niale a tons les G^n^iaux qui 
sent employes dans ce gouveine- 
ment, & nous a addiessd un pa- 
qiietpoui le DiiectoiieExecutif 
1° II demande a fane une al- 
liance offensiie et defensive avec 
s Fian^uis, en pioposant d’en- 


PROCLAMATION 

^Anne Joseph Hijppohie Malm tic. Com- 
mundei m Chief and Governor-Genei al 
of the hies ofFi ance and Reunion, and 
of all the Flench establishments to the 
eastwaid of the Cape of Good Hope 5 

Citizens, 

Having foi several yeai a known 
youi zeal and youi attachment 
to the interests, and to the gloiy 
of oui Republic,'^ we aie^^veiy 
anxious, and w'e feel-it a duty to 
make you acquainted with all 
the piopositions which have been 
made to us by Tippoo Sultaun, 
through two ambassadois whom 
he has despatched to us 

This piince has wiitten parti- 
cular letteis to the Colonial As- 
sembly , to all the generals em- 
ployed under tins government, 
and has addiessed to us a packet 
ifoi the Executive Diiectoiy 
t 1 He desires to form an of- 
fensive and defensive alhance 
with the Flench, and pioposes 


* See Governoi-Lcnernl’s Minute of the t2lh August, 1798 
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tretenir i ses fi ais, tant que la 
guene durera dans I’lnde, les 
tioupes qu’on pouiralui envoyer 
Ilpiomet de fouinii toutes 
les choses necessaires pom fane 
cette gueiie, excepte le Vin & 
I’Eau de Vie, dont il se tiouve 
absoluraent denud 

3° II asauie que tons les pie- 
paratifs sont faits pom 1096x011 
les secoms qu’on Im donneia, & 
qu’a I’aiiivde des tioupes, les 
Chefs & Olhcieis tiouxeiont 
toutes les choses neCessaiiespom 
fane une gueiie a laquelle les 
Eui op^ens sont peu accoutuin^s 

4° Enfin il n’attend plus que 
le moment ou les Fian9ais vien- 
diont a son secoms, pow dC- 
claie) la gueiie au Anglais, de- 
aidtur pouvou les 
chassei de VInde 

Comme il nous est impossible 
de dimmuei le nombie des sol- 
dats des 107e & 108e legimens, 
& de la gaide soldee du Poit de 
laFiateinite, a cause des secoms 
que nous avons envoyes a nos al- 
lies les Hollandais , nous invitons 
tous les citoyens de bonne vo- 
lonte, ^ se fame insciiie dans 
lems municipalites lespectives, 
pom allei seivir sous les dia- 
peaux de Tippoo 

Ce piince desiie aussi avou 
des citoyens de couleur, hbies. 


fXK, 

to maintam at his charge, as long 
as the wai shall last in India, the 
tioops which may be sent to him '> 

2 He pi onuses to fmnish eve- 
ry necessaiy foi caiiymg on the 
wai, wine and biandy excepted, 
with which he is wholly unpio- 
vided 

S He declaies that he has 
made eveiy piepaiation to re- 
ceive the succoms which may be 
sent to him, and that on the ai- 
iival of the tioops, the comtnand- 
eis and olBccis will find eveiy 
thing necessaiy foi making a 
wai, to which Euiopeans are but 
little accustomed 
C 4' In a woid he only w iits the 
moment when the Fiench shall 
come to his assistance, fo declare 
tea I against the English, whom 
he ai duitlij desit es to eu pelfi um 
India) 

As It is impossible foi us to 
1 educe the numbei of soldiers of 
the 107th and 108th legiments, 
and of the legulai guird of Poit 
Fiateimte, on account of the 
succoms which we have fm- 
nished to our allies the Dutch , 
we invite the citizens, who may be 
disposed to entei asvolunteeis, to 
eniol themselves in then lespec- 
tive municipalities, and to seive 
undei the banners of Tippoo 
This piince desiies also to be 
assisted by the fiee citizens of 
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& nous invitonb tous ceux qm 
■vouthont allei sei\ii sous ses 
di speaux, a se fan e aussi in- 
sciiie 

Nous pouvons assuiei tons les 
citoyens qiii se feiont insciiie, 
(j^ue Tippoo lein feia des tiaite- 
iiients avantageux qui seiont 
fixes avec ses ambassadeuis qui 
s’cngigeiont en outie, au nom 
de kui soiiveiam, a ce que les 
Tian^ais qui auiont pus paiti 
dans ses ai races, ne puissent ja- 
mais y etie letenus quand ils 
1 oiuli ont 1 entiei dans leui pati le 

Fait au Poi t Noi d-Ouest, le 1 0 
Plu\iosL, I’an SIX de la Repub- 
lique Fiaiigaise, une & indivi- 
sible 

(Signe) Malartic 


coloui, ve tlieiefoie invite all 
siicli who aie willing to seive un- 
dei bis flag, to eniol tliemo<=lves 

We can assiiie all the citizens 
who shall eiiiol themselves, that 
Tippoo will allow them an ad- 
vantageous late of pay, the teims 
of which will be fixed with his 
ambissadois, who will fuithei 
engage m the name of then so- 
veieign, that all Fienchmen who 
shall entci into his aimies, shall 
iievei be detained after they 
shall have expiessed a wish to 
letuin to then own countiy 

Done at Poit Noith West, 
the 30th Januaiy, 1798 

■ (Signed) Malartic 


I’lppoo SulUaw to Sn John Shot e 

Received at Foit William, 26lh April, 1798 * 

“ I have been favomed with yoiii lettci, notifying your in- 
tention of letuining to Euiope, and the nomination of Loid 
Moinington, whois of lank to the office of Goveinoi-General, 
111 whom the same disposition would be manifested with youi- 
self to cultivate and mipiove the liiendship and good undei- 


* N R — the26tli of A.])iil, 1798, (tlie day on winch this lettei was 
recLiud at Calcutta) Tippoo Sultaim’s Ambassadou landed at Mangaloie, 
accompniiedln the French force, leuedimdci the above pioclamation — 
The Bail ot Moiiiington landed at Foit St Geoige fiom England, on the 
iirne dav— the 26th April, 1798 
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\1 

standing subsisting betuccn tbe two states, anti an inviola- 
ble adherence to the engagements by which they aie con- 
nected It is veiy well , you must impress Loitl Moimngton 
with a sense of the hiendship and unanimity so fiinily 
subsisting between us, and constantly favour me with letters 
communicating youi health and welfaie ” 

[In anothei lettei fiom Tippoo Sultaun received also at 
Foit William on the 26th of Apiil, 1798, and lelating solely 
to Wynaad, Tippoo thus concludes ] 

"Believing my fiiendly heait disposed to pay cveiy legaid 
to tiuth and justice, and to stiengthen the foundations of 
haimony and concoid established between the two states, I 
hope you will always giatify me by letters notifying yoiii 
welfare ” 
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INDIA 


No I 

( To the Right Hon Hemy Dunihs, President of the Bomd of Conti ol, 

My Dear Sir, Cape of Good Hope, 23 Feb 1798 

Among the subjects which you recommended to my eaily 
consideiation upon my airival in India, you paiticulaily 
urged the necessity of my attending with the utmost de- 
gree of vigilance to the system, now pin sued almost uni- 
veisally by the native piinces, of retaining in then seivice 
numbeis of Euiopean oi American officers, undei whom the 
native troops aie tiained and disciphned in imitation of the 
corps of sepoys in the British seivice By accident I found 
at this place, on account of his health, Majoi Kiikpatiick 
lately Resident at the Court of Hyderabad, and formerly at 
that of Scindiah, and I have endeavoured dming the peiiod 
of my detention heie to collect fiom him wLatevei informa- 
tion he could furnish lespecting the Euiopean oi American 
office! s and the coips commanded by them m the service of 
the Nizam For this pin pose after seveial conversations on 
the subject, I lequested Major Kirkpatrick to return detailed 
answeis in writing to several questions which I diew with the 
intention of brmging undei youi observation not only the 
actual strength but the origmal object of this pait of the 
Nizam’s military estabhshment, its rapid increase, the con- 
sequences to be expected from its continuance or further 
growth, as well as the means which either had been or might 
be suggested foi aveitmg any danger which those conse- 
quences might threaten to oui interests in India I transmit 
VOL I B 
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With this Lettei a copy of my questions and of Majoi Kirk- 
patiick’s answeiB,* and although I am awaie that the sub- 
stance of both must be familial to you, yet imagining that it 
may hitherto have come under youi notice only incidentally 
in detached despatches and advices fiom India, I think it 
may be useful to lay befoie you m a moie legular and con- 
nected form a view of this most mateiial and (in my judg- 
ment) foimidable branch of the system to which you have 
directed my attention In this Lettei, I shall endeavour 
to recapitulate the most impoitant facts stated by Majoi 
Kirkpatiick, addmg such observations as have occurred to 
me upon them, in the hope of leceivmg fiom you at an eaily 
peiiod, youi instructions upon such points as the mateiials 
befoie you can enable you to determine 
C It appears that the Nizam had recently at different peiiods 
letained m his service, exclusive of oui detachment, three 
distinct corps of sepoys undei the command of European 
01 American officers one commanded by a Frenchman of 
the name of Raymond, another by an American of the name 
of Boyd, and a thud by an Irishman of the name of Fmglass, 
foi some time a Quarter-Master in the 19th Regiment of 
Dragoons 

The corps of Boyd and Fmglass were taken into the service 
of the Nizam during the residence of Azim ul Omra at 
Poonah, at the suggestion of our Resident at that Court, 
acting under the sanction of the Government of Bengal 
This measuie was taken by our Resident and by that Govern- 
ment principally with a view of forming a counterpoise to the 
corps of Raymond Boyd’s corps consisted of about 1800 
men, it is no longer in the service of the Nizam, and has 
probably passed into that of the Mahiattas Fmglass’s 
corps still remains at Hyderabad, but consists of only one 
battalion of about 800 men. Both these corps appeared to 
be well affected to our interests, as may be judged by their 
willingness to assist our detachment in repelling an expected 
attack from the corps of Raymond The corps of Raymond 
had been m the service of the Nizam before the last war 
with Tippoo Sultaun, and in 1792 its strength was not more 
than 1500 men at the highest estimation, at the battle of 
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Khuidlah in 1795 its stiength amounted to no less than 
11,000 men, it now consists of 10,000 men, and the oidei has 
actually been given for augmenting it to the numbei of 14,000 
men. Attached to this coips is a team of aitillery of about 
30 field pieces, and a troop of 80 native diagoons The 
discipline of the coips does not appeal to be by any means 
good, and accoidingly it has nevei yet rendered any distin- 
guished service in the fielcl^ 

The pay of the corps is now seemed by the assignment of 
a large district of country, part of which borders the Carnatic, 
at this particular station is a foitified post, and constant com- 
munication IS maintained between it and the poit of Naipilly, 
as well as with Ongole and other paits of the teiiitoiies of 
the Company and of the Nabob ot Aicot (The coips is re- 
cruited in the proportion of one-thud of its total numbers, 
from our teiiitoiies and fiom those of the Nabob of Aicot, 
and partly fiom deserters abandoning our service The chiet 
officers are Frenchmen of the most virulent and notorious 
principles of jacobinism , and the whole corps constitutes an 
armed French party of gieat zeal, dihgcnce and activity The 
efforts of this party are contmually diiected to the object of 
magnifying the power, lesomces, and success of France m 
the eyes of the Court of Hydeiabad, and of depreciating the 
character, force and credit of Great Britain by every possible 
means 

The detachment of this corps stationed on our frontier has 
been very assiduous with great success in seducing from then 
duty our sepoys quartered in the neighbour hood — a consider- 
able desertion lately took place m one of oui native regiments 
on its march fiom Masuhpatam to the southward, and many 
of the deserters on that occasion are to be found in Raymond’s 
corps^' No positive proof has yet appeared of a direct cor- 
respondence between the leaders of this corps and the French 
Government, but (it seems to be unquestionably certain that 
they commumcate with Tippoo Sultaun and with the French 
corps in Ins service Whatever may be the discipline or 
raihtaiy skill of this corps, it now foims by fai the most con- 
siderable part of the Nizam’s military establishment In this 
corps consists the mam stiength of the army of our ally , and 
it possesses the influence which usually belongs to an army in 
the councils of the native piinces of India This influence 
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seems to have akimed Azim ul Omia the fiist mmister of the 
Nizam, neithei the oiigm noi the subsequent augmentations 
of tins coips appeal to have been at all connected with any 
hostile disposition in the Couit of Hyderabad towaids the 
Biitish inteiests The institution of the coips pioceeded 
fiom an ddmiiation of the successful policy of Mahdajee 
Scindiah and the subsequent augmentation was diiected pim- 
cipally if not solely against the Mahrattas ^Theie is leason 
to believe that the orders lately given foi a further inciease 
of the corps to the numbei of 14,000 men aiose fiom a desire 
ill the mind of Azini ul Oniia of drawing us into a moie inti- 
mate connection with the Nizam, by exciting oui jealousy of 
the glowing influence of the French party at Hydeiahad 
Such IS the state of the leading facts communicated by 
Majoi Kiikpatiick The lesult in my mind is a decided 
opinion, that the continuance, and still more the furthei 
giowtli of the coips of Raymond ought to be pi evented by 
eveiy means within oiu powei, consistent with the lespect 
due to the Couit of Hydeiahad, and with the geneial prin- 
ciples of model atioii and justice, which ought to foim the lule 
ot our conduct in India The dangeis to he appiehended 
fiom the existence of this corps are not to be estimated by a 
consideration of its actual state of disciplme, or even of its 
actual numbers, oi degiee of piesent influence ovei the coun- 
cils of the Nizam I considei it as the basis of a Fiench 
party in India, on which, according to the oppoitumties of 
foi tune and the variation of events, the activity of the enemy 
may found a stiength of the most foimidable kind eithei in 
peace or vai If we aie to look to the settlement of peace , 
can It he possible to piovide a more leady channel foi the 
intrigues of Fiance, than would he ofFeied by the existence 
of a body of 10,000 men, united by miiitaiy discipline, and 
stationed in the dominions of one of oui principal allies, and 
on the boideis of oui own'’ If the wai is to continue in 
Europe without extending to the continent of India in the 
fiist instance, the dangei of Fiencli iiitiigue acting with such 
an instiument as I have desciihed, would be gieatly aggia- 
vated. But if the wai should extend to the continent of 
India, and if we should be under the necessity of calling forth 
the stiength of our allies to assist us m any contest with 
Tippoo, ndiat assistance could we expect from the Nizam, the 
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mam body of whose aimy would be officered by Fienclimeu, 
or by the agents of Fi ance, and the coi respondents of Tippoo 
himself * In such a situation it would be difficult to deter- 
mine whethei oui dangei would be gieatei fiom an entiie 
deseition of oui cause by the Court of Hyderabad, or fiom 
our acceptance of the only species of suppoit which its mdi- 
taiy foice could offer us in the field But I confess I caiiy 
my opinion upon this subject still faithei have no doubt 
tbat^he natuial effect of the unchecked and rapid giowth of 
such a party at the couit of one of oui principal allies must 
be m a \ery short peiiod to detach that Court entirely fiom 
oui intei ests, and finally to fix it in those of our enemies, to 
subject its councils to their contiol, and its military establish- 
ments to then directiop^ However despicable the corps of 
Raymond may now be in point of discipline oi effect m the 
field, would it be wise to leave such a laige body of men in 
1 eadiness to receive whatevei impi ovements the ability, assi- 
duity and zeal of French officers, sent fiom Europe for that 
express purpose, might introduce into the constitution of a 
corps, so prepared by correspondent principles and objects 
to meet the most sanguine expectations of their new leaders 
Under these ciicunistances, the corps, which perhaps now 
has little more efficiency than that of a political paity, might 
soon become in the hands of oui enemy as efficient a military 
foice, as it IS now in that view wholly useless eithei to the 
Nizam or to us 5 

I desire to add one more consideiation , must not the con- 
tinuance of such a coips in the service of oui ally tend to 
raise the hopes of Tippoo, and in the same proportion to dis- 
parage us mthe eyes of all the native piinces ot India ^ That 
It has tended to encourage Tippoo, I have no doubt, and his 
coiiespondence with the leadeis of the coips will sufficiently 
shew m what light he views them Perhaps I have dwelt too 
long on this part of the subject, where the proof of the weak 
policy of suffeimg such an evil, as I have desciibed, to in- 
ciease without check or disturbance seems to require no la- 
bour of aigument 

(Jl more mteiesting and difficult consideration will be to 

The correspondence of M Raymond with Tippoo was subsequently 
proved by means ot a lettei found in the palace of Sering-apatam among 
theothei papcis, after the death of Tippoo ^ 
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devise foi lemedymg this evil some means which shall not 
expose oui mteiest to as gieat a dangei as that which we 
wish to avoid. papei tiansmitted with this lettei foui 

distinct measuies aie pioposed foi consideiation with a view 
to the desirable object of subveitmg the Fiench paity at the 
Couit of the Nizam The first is to intioduce British sub- 
jects, or others (being the subjects of friendly powers) into 
the mihtary service of the Nizam for the purpose of forming 
a balance agamst Raymond’s coips This measure has al- 
ready been paitiaUy attempted by the mtioduction of the 
Corps of Boyd and Fmglass at Hydeiabad, but it has failed 
of success in the case of Boyd, who upon some quarrel wrth 
the Court has left the service of the Nizam I do not think 
tins measure likely to be effectual to any good purpose, and 
it might even aggravate the evil which rt is pioposed to re- 
move A party so consolidated and umted as that of Ray- 
mond’s, which has been strengthening itself for a peiiod of 
several years at Hydeiabad, and has established the means 
of recruiting and augmenting its members will not be coun- 
teracted by the niegulai and desultory opposition of such 
adventurers as might be mduced by oui encouragement to 
seek employment in the service ol the Nizam , persons of this 
description (and we cannot expect that any other will engage 
in such an undeitakmg) would want the system and conceit 
necessary to give vigor to then operations 
It IS also difficult to suppose that the Nizam would at once 
retain in his service such a number of these persons, as coidd 
m any degree enter into competition with the numerous corps 
of Raymond and his adherents But even if these objections 
did not exist agamst the introduction of a crowd of European 
adventurers at Hydeiabad, there would lemam a difficulty 
which appears to me insuperable The impossibility of finding 
a sufficient number of such adventurers on whose pimciples 
any reliance could be placed , in such circumstances, our at- 
tempt to subvert the French party at Hydeiabad might only 
serve to furnish it with additional recruits of other natrons , 
and I much fear that many British subjects might be found 
in India whose spirit of adventure would rather direct them 
to seek a new order of things, than to contribute to the main- 
tenance of our power Lord Hobart has declared his objec- 
tion to this measure, but as well as I recollect his lettei, his 
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principal giound is the dangei of impioving the military dis- 
cipline of the aimies of the Native Princes by ftiinishing them 
with European officers unfortunately this objection now 
comes too late , the system which Lord Hobart very justly 
dreads, has been suffered gradually to gam such a strength, 
that there is scarcely a native court m India without its esta- 
blishment of European officers 
{^he seeond measure proposed in the annexed paper, is 
nothing more, than that we should endeavour by representa- 
tion and demand to induce the Nizam to disband Raymond’s 
corps ,\I recommend Major Kirkpatrick’s observations on this 
head,'^to your particular attention Certamly no lepiesenta- 
tion from one friendly state to another could ever he more 
sohdly founded than ours might be to the Nizam in the case 
before us But besides that Major Kiikpatiick expects no 
benefit from representation and demand unconnected with 
the offer of some advantage to the Nizam , I doubt whether 
our manifesting in the first instance the extent of our anxiety 
for the dismission of Raymond’s corps, might not embarrass 
us in the pi ogress of the most effectual measures for that 
desirable end, at present the Court of Hyderabad seems 
willing to pui chase a closer connection with us by great sacri- 
fices, and if that connection should not appear objectionable 
on other grounds, it may probably take place on much moie 
advantageous terms to us, if we giant it as a matter of favour 
to the solicitation of the Nizam, than if we commence the 
negociation by demandmg the dismission of any part of the 
Nizam’s mihtaiy establishment This observation will be 
better understood, when I come to take notice of the fourth 
measure proposed by Major Kukpatiick Before I leave 
this article I must however remark that I should not be 
satisfied by obtaining the modification hinted by Major 
Kirkpatrick, namely, that the French officers or other Euro- 
peans m Raymoild’s corps should be dismissed, and their 
places filled by Biitish subjects nominated by us This 
modification would leave the coips precisely in its present 
form with the exception of the European officers only 
although the European officers are certainly the most objec- 
tionable part of the establishment, it may be doubted whether 
the habits and dispositions of the native officers and sepoys 
formed under then French leaders would be at once broker 
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by a mere change m the command, -while eveiy othei ciicum- 
stance of the coips lemamed the same , seeing then no pios- 
pect of success horn official lepiesentation oi demand alone, 
and thinking it impiudent to anticipate the e-^pected applica- 
tion of the Couit of Hydeiabad foi a moie intimate connec- 
tion with us by uiging to them at tins period any pioposition 
the concession of which they might deem a favoui, I pioceed 
to examine Major Rnkpatiick’s thud suggestion This he 
states to be of a nature justifiable only by the case of an 
actual ruptuie with the Nizam, oi of open violence on the 
part of Raymond against us, the measure is no other than 
to induce Raymond’s officeis by pecuniaiy compensation to 
abandon the corps, on this measuie it is unnecessary to say 
anything, because the cases alone to which it is meant to 
apply, neither have existed nor are now likely to happen, 
I own that I should never think it worth while, even in thp 
cases supposed of a rupture with the Nizam, or of an attack 
from Raymond, to repel the aggression by coriupting the 
officeis of the hostile i^n^y , I tiust that in either case, we 
should soon find a more ceitain as well as a more honourable 
mode of effectually destroying this French party and its 
adherents 

The fourth proposition contained in Major Kirkpatrick’s 
paper, is that to which I wish to call your most particular 
attention 

(,The desire of the Court of Hyderabad to obtain from us 
an increase of our detachment now serving the Nizam, and 
also an extension of the power of employing the force fur- 
nished by us, has appeared on seveial occasions, and you 
will find allusions to this disposition in the last secret des- 
patches fiom Bengal^ There seems to be no objection to 
the fiist part of this pioposition provided our consent to it 
shall secure to us equivalent concessions on the part of the 
Nizam In another Letter which I shall forward to you on 
the general subject of the political state of India in the pie- 
sent moment, you will find my reasons for enteitaimng an 
opinion that it would be a wise pohcy for us to check by 
timely aid the rapid declension of the Nizam’s weight among 
the powers of Hmdostan, this could be done in no manner 
so effectual or unobjectionable as by furnishmg hun with a 
large mcrease of our force now in his pay, the pay of the 
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augmented force to be seemed in the manner best calculated 
to pi event futuie discussion and einbaiiassment In granting 
this foice to the Nizam, we ought not only to stipulate for 
the disbanding of Raymond’s coips, but we ought to talce 
caie that the officeis should he unniediately sent out of 
India There aie peihaps othei points which on this occa- 
sion might be obtained fiom the Court of Hydeiabad The 
great difficulty which would obstruct such an aiiangement 
would be, that the Nizam would probably be unwilling to part 
with Raymond’s coips, which he has the power of employing 
against any enemy, unless he could obtain powers equally ex- 
tensive with respect to the employment of any force furnished 
by us You are aware that the British detachment now m the 
pay of the Nizam is not only restricted from acting against the 
Mahiattas in any possible case, but also from acting against 
ceitain Polygars tributary both to the Mahrattas and to 
the Nizam, and even fiom passing, without a formal permis- 
sion, certain parts of the Mahratta Territory which are in- 
termixed with the dominions of the Nizam The object of 
the Court of Hydeiabad would of course be to obtain our 
guarantee of its possession generally, agamst the Mahrattas, 
accompanied with the assistance of a laige force, to be 
employed with the same extensive powers as now apply to 
the coips of Raymond For this object I have little doubt 
that the Nizam would sacrifice the whole French party at his 
court, and even the peiscush now paid by us on account 
of the northern ciicais But such an alteration of our con- 
nection with the Nizam would naturally raise the jealousy of 
the Mahratta poweis, and might involve us in discussions 
of a very disagreeable nature if not in a war with them. 
The result therefore of this view of the subject would lead 
us to enquue, whether some arrangement might not be 
fi araed, founded on a modification of the views of the Court 
of Hydeiabad, and comprehending certain favourite objects 
of the Mahiatta States, which while it secured for us the 
destruction of the French party at Hydeiabad, should tend 
to restore to the Nizam his due weight among the Indian 
poweis, without exciting the animosity of the Mahiattas 
agamst the British Government 

It appears to me that the only effectual mode of eradicating 
the French party at Hydeiabad Woidd he to furnish to the 
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Nizam sucb a force as should be a just equivalent to Ray- 
mond’s coips, considering the supeiioi discipline of our 
sepoys, I believe that 3,000 men under Biitish command, 
not only would be, but would be deemed by the Couit of 
Hydeiabad, a force fully equal to that of Raymond m its 
present state 

The instiuction by which oui detachment is prevented 
fiom acting as the tioops of the Mahrattas and of the 
Nizam now act agamst the Polygais who pay joint tribute 
to the two powers might piobably be lemoved by a fuU 
previous explanation with the Mahiattas, as that restric- 
tion does not appeal to be founded on any solid pimciple, 
nor could the removal of it open the way to any real incon- 
venience or danger to the inteiests of the Mahratta State 

The power of mutually passmg their intermixed boun- 
daries IS now constantly exeicised by the troops both of the 
Mahrattas and of the Nizam , and there is no reason to 
suppose that a formal permission would have been refused 
to our detachment foi the same purpose, had it ever been 
demanded But the Nizam never would allow any applica- 
tion to be made for a permission to do that, which he held 
to be his right, and which was constantly done without 
question both by his own army and by that of Poonah. It 
IS very improbable that we should find great difficulty in 
engaging the Mahrattas to place our detachment in this 
respect on a footmg with the other branches of the Nizam’s 
military force, and with then own, noi can I foresee any 
tenable ground of argument on which this pomt could be 
maintained agamst us 

The settlement of these two pomts only, would, I under- 
stand, be consideied as a gieat acquisition by the Nizam, 
and would go a great way towards mducing him to substitute 
a British force m the room of Raymond’s corps 

The third point is of much more importance and of much 
greater dehcacy and danger, I speak of the desire of the Court 
of Hydeiabad to obtain our guarantee of then possessions 
against the Mahrattas as well as against Tippoo, together 
with a right of employmg defensively the tioops furmshed 
by us against the former as well as against the latter of these 
powers This point perhaps might be reconciled with the 
interests of the Mahrattas, if it were thought piudent to 
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entei into similai engagements ■with them, or in other woids, 
to guaiantee then possessions against any attack fipm the 
Nizam The effect of such an engagement with both powers 
would be to place us in the situation of arbitiators between 
them , and peihaps then mutual appiehensions of our inter- 
position in the case of any aggression on either side might 
tend to lestiain the lesentment and ambition of both In this 
view such a system of txeaty with the Mahiattas and with 
the Nizam, so fai fiom being liable to the objection of an 
undue interfeience in the disputes of the native poweis of 
India, 01 of that desciiption of officiousness and intngumg 
spuit which tends to foment divisions, and to occasion wai, 
might be deemed the best secuiity foi the maintenance of 
the peace of India, as well as the strongest pledge of oui 
disposition to pieseive it fiom distuibance It would also 
tend to preserve unimpaired the strength and resources of 
the two powers, on whose cooperation we must depend for 
assistance against any future attempt on the part of Tippoo 
it cannot be a wise pohcy to suffer the Nizam and the Mah- 
rattas to weaken themselves by repeated contests, while 
Tippoo remains at rest, and any measure deserves attention, 
the tendency of which is to restore to the Mahiattas and 
to the Nizam then lelative consideration and powei as they 
stood at the conclusion of the treaty of Seiuigapatain CYou 
will find by the last secret despatches from India,* that some 
opeiung has been given for our arbitration in sftthng the dis- 
putes between the several Mahiatta chiefs, and that the 
Government of Bengal has agreed to undertake the mediation 
proposed, under the condition of a previous foimal agi cement 
signed by all the parties, bmdmg themselves to accept our 
awaid as final and conclusive upon then respective claim^ 
If any such proceeding should take place, it will give a na- 
tural opemng to such further engagements as may appear 
advisable. 

LThe same despatches will mform you of the anxiety of the 
Mahiattas to oh tarn oui agreement to a general defensive 
treaty agamst Zemaun Shah The Government of Bengal 
have postponed the consideration of this proposition to a 


* The opeiung of those Despatches is explained in Letters, Nos II 
and III 
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peiiocl of time, which I confess I should think the most un- 
favouiable foi the examination of this difficult question, and 
still moie unseasonable foi the negociation of a tieaty with 
such a power as the Mahiatta states , this peiiod of time is 
no othei, than the moment when Zemaun Shah shall again 
appioach the fiontieis of Hindostan^ Without giving any 
decisive opinion on the wisdom of enteiing into the tieaty 
proposed, I shall certainly think it my duty upon rny aiiival 
111 India to proceed without the delay of one moment to the 
examination and decision of the proposal made by the Mah- 
rattas if it should appear expedient to engage with them 
in a defensive system against the threatened invasion of Ze- 
maun Shah, there is no doubt that such a measure would 
tend greatly to leconcile to them any piopositions, which we 
might wish to offer with respect to the airangements at the 
Couit of Hydeiabad 

( The inclmation of my opinion at piesent lathei leads me to 
tliink, that a general defensive alliance between all the existing 
powers of Hindostan (Tippoo perhaps alone excepted) against 
the expected invasion of Zemaun Shah, would not only be 
the best secuiity against the success of such an invasion, if 
attempted, but might have the effect of deterrmg that Prince 
fiom an undertaking which must end in his own disappoint- 
ment and rum, if our Government in India, and our allies 
do not neglect to make seasonable pi epaiations of defence 
If a tieaty can be foimed at an early peiiod so as to unite the 
Mahiatta powers with us m a cordial and systematic plan of 
vigoious opposition to the supposed projects of Zemaun Shah, 
without binding us to advance farthei horn oui own fiontiers, 
than the leal exigency of the case may appear to demand 
upon his appioach, I should think such a tieaty a solid ac- 
quisition of strength m the present critical situation of India,) 
you will observe from this detail, that I consider the fourth 
measure suggested by Major Kirkpatrick to be the only one, 
fiom which it IS reasonable to hope that the effectual destruc- 
tion of the French army at Hydeiabad can be accomplished, 
but that I view that measure as connected with considerations 
of the most serious nature, and involving consequences of the 
utmost delicacy and importance I have laid before you the 
whole tiain of my thoughts on this subject, as I shall think 
It my duty to do on every question affecting those mteiests. 
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which I know to he not only highly vdluahle in youi estima- 
tion, but the most paiticulai and anwous objects of your iin- 
lemittmg solicitude and caie I will conclude this long lettei 
by stating the piecise questions on which I wish to leceive 
your instiuctions, and by submitting to you the plan of mea- 
suies which I piopose to puisue with lelation to this subject, 
in the inteival which must elapse, befoie I can leceive youi 
opinion ^ 

In the fiist place I wish to be infoimed whether you think 
a closer connection than at piesent subsists between us and 
the Nizam advisable foi our inteiests on general grounds, 
piovided such a change of our engagements with the Nizam 
can be lendeied acceptable to the Mahiattas 

Secondly, whethei you would appiove of oui enteiing into 
tieaties with both the Mahiattas and theNizarn guaranteeing 
the dominions of each power respectively against the aggies- 
sion of the othei 

Thirdly, whethei you would appiove of our taking mea- 
sures for acting in conceit with Azim ul Omia in support of 
the succession of Seciindei Jah, the eldest son of the Nizam? 
whethei we should endeavour to obtain the cooperation of 
the Mahiattas in seeming this succession? and what should 
be oiii conduct, if the Mahiattas should diftei from us in 
the choice of the successor to the Nizam? 

Fouithlj^ whethei you would appiove of ageneial defensive 
treaty against any invasion from Zemarin Shah, and what 
limitations would you piopose to the powers which the othei 
allies might require of employing our troops beyond our own 
frontiers 

You will observe that the determination of all these ques- 
tions IS necessary, iii my view of the subject, in order to en- 
able me to cany into effect the only measure winch I can lely 
u]ion as a suflicicnt check to the giowth of the French inteiest 
at the Com t of Hyderabad and as a permanent baiiiei against 
any future revival of that interest in the same quarter 

But I am aware that I cannot leceive youi opinions foi a 
long time In that mteival circumstances may compel me to 
decide some of these important questions upon my own judg- 
ment, my wish however is to reserve them all for yoms, and 
w'lth this view, I piopose to pursue a system of measures, 
which, while it shall leave all the most dehcate parts of the 
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Situation of affaiis in India open to youx decision, shall tend 
to cheek in some degiee the progiess of the Fiench paity at 
Hydeiahad, and to finnish me with such mateiials as shall 
enable me to form a competent opinion of the effects to be 
expected fiom any decision of the points reseived for youi 
judgment. 

I propose to direct the Resident at Hydeiabad to suffer no 
augmentation of Raymond’s corps to take place, if it can be 
prevented by the strongest and most pointed representations 
This step may piobably check the inciease of the corps, al- 
though horn this step alone I cannot hope for its final annihi- 
lation 

I mean also to dnect that any proposals from the Nizam’s 
ministeis foi an mciease of oui detachment shall be favourably 
received , and I shall increase the detachment accordingly on 
the fiist piacticable occasion, but I shall stipulate that foi 
every man we giant, there shall be a proportional reduction 
made in Raymond’s corps This piopoition shall be calcu- 
lated upon the lelative estimation of our sepoys (in the opinion 
of the mmisters of the Nizam themselves) when compared vnth 
Raymond’s corps , and I believe that on this ground, I shall 
not find it difficult to contend that a reduction of 3,000 men 
■should be made for every 1,000 men granted by us In re- 
ducing the army of Raymond, I shall endeavour in the first 
instance to disband the most obnoxious and dangeious officers 
with their corps I have reason to beheve that I may be able 
to effect this species of paitial reduction of Raymond’s coips, 
without entermg upon any of the difficult points involved in 
the general questions stated m the letter In the meanwhile 
however I shall dnect the Resident, at Poonah and with Scin- 
diah, to asceitam as speedily as possible the views and dispo- 
sitions of those powers with respect to the same points and 
especially with respect to any alteiation of oui connection 
with the Nizam, to his eventual successor, and to the proposed 
defensive engagements against Zemaun Shah 

In submitting the whole of this extensive subject to youi 
consideration I have been obliged to leave many parts of it 
open to doubt, for want of the mfoimation which may be 
expected from the residents with Scindiah, and at Poonah , I 
beheve however that it wdl not be difficult for you to answer 
the questions which I have proposed, fiaming youi answers 
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in such a manner as may admit of any vanation of opinion, 
which the infoimation liom those Couits may lequne 

The state of the militaiy establishment of the Mahratta 
powers did not piopeilycomeundei Majoi Kiikpatiick’s view, 
and I propose to tiansinit to the residents at Poonah and with 
Scindiah a copy of my questions to Major Knkpatrick %\ ith 
such alteiations as the seveial cases may lequiie, in oidei to 
obtain foi you a full statement of the corps disciplined by 
Europeans oi Americans in the service of the Mahrattas 
I am at piesent able to give you no fuller information on this 
part of the subject, than that Scindiah employs about 20,000 
sepoys disciplined by Europeans oi Ameiicans The com- 
mander IS named Pe»io«, a Frenchman, most of the officers 
are Biitish subjects The discipline of this corps is sard to 
he superior to that of Raymond’s, hut the disposition of its 
officers to he much moie favorable to the British than to the 
French interests This was De Boigne’s corps, whose history 
you probably know De Boigne was lately in London, if he 
should not have left it, he can give you the fullest information 
of the state of Scindiah’s army There was a small corps of 
about 2,000 men commanded by European officers m the ser- 
vice of the Peishwah, and another of about the same number 
in that of Tuckagee Holkai , they are both inconsiderable, 
if they still exist, and(^the dissentions which have broken out 
between Holkai’s two sons since the death of then father, 
have left that branch of the Mahiatta power in a situation 
from which little danger is to be apprehended 1 There is a 
fourth corps commanded by a Frenchman of the name of 
D’Agincouit in the service of Azim ril Dowlah at Hydeiabad. 
This corps is paid by the state It consists of 1,600 men 
The commander is a determined jacobin 

The Rajah of Beiai is said to have a corps in his seivice 
commanded by Biitish officers, it is sard to consist of above 
g,000 men 

I am, my dear Sir, &c 

Morningion 
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^ No II 

Ta the Sect el CommtlUt of the Comt of Duectoi i 
Honourable Sirs, Cape of Good Hope, Feb 26th, 1/98 _) 

In my lettei dated the 19th mstant, addiessed to the 
Honouiable the Couit of Diiectois,* I have stated the cii- 
enmstances "which induced me to open the seciet packet 
addiessed to youi Honouiable Committee, on hoaid the ship 
Houghton 

In addition to the circumstances stated to the Honouiable 
Couit of Dnectois, 1 think it necessaiy to submit to you that 
(l had leaint, by vague lepoits, the outline of the important 
events which have happened m Oude, the appiehensions 
entei tamed of the i etui n of Zemaun Shah towaids the fi.on- 
tieis of that piovince, the several movements of Tippoo 
Sultaun,,)and the sudden suspension of the expedition em- 
baiked foi the attack of Mandla 

It appealed to me on eveiy giound to be an indispensable 
article of my duty to obtain, as speedily as possible, the most 
authentic account of events so deeply affecting the inteiests 
committed to my cbaige, and of which any false impression 
might lender me less equal to the execution of my pubhc 
tiust 

But whatevei may have been my view of my duty, oi my 
conception of the piopiiety and necessity of the step which I 
took in opening the several despatches and packets, I shall 
not be satisfied with my conduct until it shall have i eceived 
the sanction of your appiobation, as well as that of the Ho- 
nouiable the Couit of Diiectois To both, in youi joint 
and several capacities, it wdl always be my desire to pay every 
mark of deference and respect. 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


* The Letter here odveited to does not require insertion, the observa- 
tions being similar to those contained m the present Letter 
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No III 

To ty Right Honourable Heniy Dundns 

My Dear Sir, Cape of Good Hope, Fel) 28th, 1798 

During my detention at this place the ships, of which I 
enclose a list, ariived with despatches from Bengal. My 
anxious desiie to leain the actual state of affairs in India 
from the most authentic souices induced me to open the public 
and secret packets, the contents of which I have examined 
with great attention and caie I flatter myself that this step, 
proceeding from a wish to enable myself to do justice to then 
service, will meet with the approbation of the Couit of Direc- 
tor s, and that they will be satisfied with the reasons which I 
have offered in my lettei to them on this subject 
The contents of these despatches have led me to a very 
serious review of the opinions which I had formed under your 
direction with regard to the relative situations of the several 
native powers of India, and the system to be pursued with 
respect to then interests by the government committed to my 
charge 

The leading principle of your instructions to me as apph- 
cable to our external policy in India, was, that I should en- 
deavour, as nearly as possible, to preseive the balance of 
power between the native pimces upon the same footing on 
which it was placed by the Treaty of Seringapatam 
It would be a waste of your time to state, at any length, 
the precise natuie of the relative conditions of those states 
whose interests were affected, and whose power was ascer- 
tamed by the operation of that treaty It wiU be sufficient to 
lemaik, that one part of the pohcy of the treaty was, by 
strengthening the Mahrattas and the Nizam to the extent and 
in the manner provided by the ai tides of the treaty, to esta- 
bhsh an efficient check upon the futuie ambition oi resent- 
ment of Tippoo, and to secure to us an efficient support 
against him whenever we might have an occasion to call 
for It 

The plam question, to which my attention has been di- 
rected by the inspection of the late despatches, is this — Are 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam now in the same condition in 
VOL I c 
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wliicli tlie Tieaty of Seiingapatam left them , and can we 
now look to both, or to eitliei of those powers, foi that degiee 
of siippoit against Tippoo which it was the intention of that 
tieaty to piovide'' I am afraid that a veiy shoit examination 
of the present position of the Mahiattas and of the Nizam 
will furnish ample pioof that neither of those powers remain 
in the same state in which they stood in 1 793, eithei with 
relation to each other or to the general balance of power in 
Lidia, and above all, that then means of assisting us against 
Tippoo are considerably dimimshed 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Seiingapatam the 
credit and lesouices ofrthe Court of Hyderabad have been 
constantly declming 4?’^® disgrace which fell upon the 
Nizam’s army m the unfortunate contest with the Mahiattas 
at Kliuidlah, i educed the inihtaiy character of the Court of 
Hydeiabad to the lowest point of degradation The tieaty 
in which that defeat terminated completed the humiliation of 
the Nizam you will lemembei that he was compelled to sa- 
ciifice a large portion of teiiitoiy, to engage to pay a fine of 
three cioies of rupees, and to submit to the captivity of Ins 
ministei Azim ul Omia, who was earned a prisoner to 
Poonah Azim ul Omia resided at Poonah during the late 
convulsions m the Mahratta governments, and bore a very 
distinguished part m suppoitmg Nana through the various 
revolutions which followed the sudden death of the Peishwa 
Mahda Row. For these services Nana had agreed to sacii- 
fice all the benefits acquned for the Mahratta state against 
the Nizam by the Tieaty of Khuidlah But the event has 
been, that after the recovery of his own power, Nana has 
insisted on the cession of one-fourth part of the territory, and 
on the payment of one-fouith part of the fine stipulated by 
that treaty So that the final result is a considerable dimi- 
nution of the territory and resources of the Nizam, added to 
all the effects which might naturally be expected to he pro- 
duced upon his domestic peace and foreign consideration by 
so heavy a loss both of power and honour The two rebel- 
lions of the Nizam’s son Ah Jah, and of the son of Daia Jah, 
are stated to have aiisen from the contempt into which the 
Nizam’s authority had fallen at home , and although those 
rebellions have been quelled, the collections of the revenue 
have been so severely affected, as well by them as by the 
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detention of Azim nl Omia at Poonali, that the lesouices of 
the country aie not hkely to recover the shock for some time 

The effect of these causes has been veiy much to lowei 
the value of the Nizam's power m the scale of the neighhoui- 
ing states He has been obliged to submit implicitly to the 
will of the government of Poonah, the Rajah of Berai has 
exacted large contiibutions fiom a pait of his teriitoiy, and 
Tippoo (although endeavouiing to gam him as an ally,) has 
omitted no occasion of expiessing the utmost contempt for 
his abject situation 

But the most sti iking feature of change in the state of 
the Nizam’s affairs since 1793 is the alteration which has 
taken place in his mihtary establishment This, at fiist view, 
might appear an impiovement of his political stiength, but 
whatevei maybe yoiii judgment on that questionm a general 
view of it, you will, I am persuaded, concur with me in opi- 
nion, that the alteration which has taken j^lace in the Nizam’s 
nuhtary establishment, since the peace of Seiingapatani, has 
nearly disqualified him fiom co-opeiatmg with us as an ally 
m the cases foi which that treaty meant to provide 

The Nizam since the peace has greatly reduced his cavahy 
and other tioops, and in the meanwhile has considerably aug- 
mented the corps of Raymond, of the nature and principles 
of which I have given a description in my Letter No I tThe 
corps of Raymond now forms the great force of the Nizam’s 
army, and although very deficient in point of disciphne and 
skill when compared with our tioops, is stated to be more 
capable of performing useful service in the field than the 
whole army furnished to us by his Highness in the late war 
with Tippoo On the other hand, perhaps the existence of 
this corps, umted as it is in the cause of Fiance, connected 
with Tippoo, and animated by that spirit of intrigue which 
would lead it to mix in every distraction of the state, if not to 
disturb the internal peace of the country by oiigmating the 
causes of confusion, may be considered as a cucumstance of 
positive weakness m the frame of the Nizam’s goveinment3 
Azmi ul Omia certainly has felt the force of this argument, 
and by consenting to the introduction of the corps of Boyd and 
Finglass, appeared to be aware that the corps of Raymond 
might eventually gam the ascendancy, which it might be 
difficult to reduce within any bounds of moderation, and 
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which might hereafter overthrow the power of a minister, or 
dictate the succession to the throne itself 

But with lespect to our alliance, and to the value of the 
guarantee under the treaty of Paangul, the alteied state of 
the Nizam’s army places him in a condition worse than that 
of absolute inefficiency In a wai with Tippoo, oi in the still 
more aggravated case of a war with him and France, the 
forces of the Nizam must become useless (if not dangerous) 
to us, precisely in proportion to the exigency of the case in 
which our cause should demand the aid of our allies. I have 
stated this argument already in my Letter No, I , to which I 
refer you, with this additional obseivation, that(l cannot 
conceive the case m which we could take the Nizam’s French 
troops with us into the field, without the utmost hazard of 
treachery, noi the case in which we could leave them behind 
us, without providing an equal force to watch their move- 
ments,) Recollecting that this coips is the only military force 
of any kind of efficiency which we can expect from the Nizam 
in the event of a war with Tippoo and Fiance, you will 
judge without difficulty what answei should he given to 
the question which I have proposed upon this part of the 
subject 

I have already observed how much the postuie of the 
Nizam’s affairs is altered with relation to the balance of 
power between him and the Mahiatta states, and how much 
he has been weakened and degraded by the Tieaty of 
Khurdlah, and by the mannei in which it has been carried 
into execution In this view it has been a favourable circum- 
stance to the Nizam, (and is peihaps that cause to which 
alone he is indebted foi the preservation of any degree of 
strength, oi even of his throne,) thatlthe distractions of the 
Mahratta empire have so shaken the power of the Peishwa, 
and disturbed the unity of the confederation of the piincipal 
chiefs, as to have very muchimpaiied then means of carrymg 
on any considerable joint mihtaiy opeiation7 Notwithstand- 
ing this circumstance, I still consider the Nizam to be m a 
much weaker state, even with relation to the Mahrattas, 
divided and broken as then power now is, than he was at 
the conclusion of the peace of Sermgapatam 

This leads me to submit to youi consideiation my ideas on 
the actual condition of the Mahratta empiie I am aware 
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that some opinions have been thrown out from very respect- 
able quaiteis, the tendency of which appears to lead towards 
a sentiment appi oachmg to satisfaction in the dissentions and 
divisions which have lately taken place among the Mahrattas. 
I always consideied the precise situation in which the Mah- 
ratta empire stood, after the peace of Seiingapatam, as the 
most favourable to oui inteiests The powers of the different 
co-estates weie then sufficiently balanced amongst each other 
to prevent any danger of that degree of union which could 
at any time hung the whole of their force to operate in one 
consolidated mass against the British possessions On the 
other hand, the influence of the Peishwa, or head of the 
co-estates, and of his mimster Nana, was such as to enable 
them to bring into the field a respectable foice, whenever 
their engagements with us might require such an effort This 
appears to me to be the position in which we ought to endea- 
voui to mamtam the Mahratta states , in which neither the 
government of Poonah, noi any branch of the empire, should 
obtain such an ascendancy as might enable it to concenter 
the formidable strength of the whole agamst us, while the 
head of this great body should still preserve such a degree 
of powei ovei several of the leading chiefs, as to become a 
respectable ally to us in the moment of necessity The pre- 
sent posture of the Mahratta power is direct^ the reverse in 
one lespect of that which I have described CPoitunately no 
one of the co-estates, nor the head of the empire, has yet 
acquired the means of wieldmg the united force of the whole 
body, but while some of the chiefs have made great and 
valuable acquisitions of dommion, and considerably inci eased 
their military strength, the authoiity and influence of the 
Peishwa has rapidly declined , and it could not now be ex- 
pected that any respectable body of chiefs would be disposed 
to prosecute, under his direction, any common view oi jomt 
operation with any degree of zeal oi vigou^ This has been 
the effect produced by the late senes of revolutions at 
Poonah Looking to the most important question for our 
consideration — namely, the extent of the assistance which we 
may expect from the Mahiattas, if we should have occasion 
to caU foi their aid under the engagement subsistmg between 
us, I have viewed those revolutions with regret, and I cannot 
now see their consequences in any more favourable light, as 
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fai as they legaid us, than that of a positive dinunution of 
the stiength of those bairiers which it was the pohcy of the 
Tieaty of Seiingapatam to raise against the powei ofTippoo 
I have avoided entering into a detailed account of the respec- 
tive positions of each of the great Mahiatta chiefs, wishuig 
to call your attention to the moie essential and piessing part 
of the subject But I beheve you will find the ciicumstances 
of each bianch of the Mahratta powei to have varied 
since the year 1793 nearly according to the following state- 
ment — 

(*Scindiah has made laige acquisitions of teriitoiy, and im- 
proved the disciphne of his tioops; he has also acquired 
great influence at Poonah, but it may be doubted whether 
the death of MahdajeeScmdiahhas not been a greater loss to 
the power of this bianch of the empire than will be compen- 
sated by any of these advantages The character of Dowliit 
How Scmdiah and of his ministers is such as to rendei the 
power of this branch much less foimidable than it was in the 
lifetime of Mahdajee Scindiah 

The Rajah of Belai has made some progress in powei 
since the peace of Seiingapatam, at the expense of the 
Peishwa, of the Nizam, and of some Patan piinces in Malwa 
His strength and consideration aie said to be upon the 
increase 

Tuccojee Holkar’s power was on the decline even befoie 
his death, since that period the pohtical weight of this family 
has been greatly dumrashed by intestine divisions between 
the successors of Tuccojee 

The chiefship of Pmseram Bhow is extinct, and that of 
Hun y Pundit has lost the greatei pait of its credit and 
powerj 

I have aheady spoken of the Peishwa , the events which 
have reduced his impoitance are familiar to you I will only 
add this lemark, that the jealousy which must natuially sub- 
sist between the present Peishwa and his minister Nana (who 
at one period of the late revolutions at Poonah supported 
Chimna Appa, the younger son of Bajeiow, the present 
Peishwa) is a circumstance hkely to present additional obsta- 
cles to any vigorous exertion of the force of the government 
of Poonah, if it does not pioduce some new convulsions in its 
frame I believe it may justly be said, that since the founda- 
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tion of tlie government the power of the Pei&hwa nevei was 
so mconsideiahle in the geneial scale of the Mahiatta states 
as it IS at this moment 

Having thus stated to you my reasons foi apprehending 
that the efficiency of both the allies on whom we are to 
depend foi aid m any futuie contest with Tippoo is so much 
impaired smce the yeai 1793, that we could not look to them 
at this junctuie for the same degree of assistance (whatever 
that may have been) which Loid Cornwallis deiived fiom 
their coopeiation in the late wai with that piince I now 
beg leave to call your attention to ceitain ciicumstances in 
our situation, mtimately connected with our pohtical weight 
in India, and with our means of encounteimg again, at any 
eaily peiiod, the piessuie of war. 

(^The despatches which accompany this letter will mfoim 
you of the death of the Nabob Viziei Azoph ul Dowla, and 
of the veiy extiaoidinary scenes which have passed in Oude 
since that event The event itself I should have considered 
in the abstiact as highly favourable to our interests, being 
persuaded that under the reign of Azoph ul Dowla it would 
eiPi have been impracticable to have earned into peimanent 
effect any lefoim in the disordered finances and undisciplined 
aimy of that prince With the assistance of Tofuzul Hussein 
Khan, the new minister of Oude, it might have been hoped 
that the succession of a new prince might have opened more 
favoiuable prospects But the strange and unfortunate cu- 
cumstances attending the succession of Vizier Ah seem to 
lead to a situation of affairs in Oude which, for some time, 
must impair the strength of that frontier, and render the 
countiy moie open to the impression of a foieign enemy 
Alm as All is said to be ready to take the field with a very 
lespectable force , and the B-ohilla chiefs, of whose per sever- 
ing spurt we have had a recent evpeiience, are also men- 
tioned as bemg upon the pomt of an insurrection the whole 
country is represented to be in a state to lequue the presence 
of a large military force, for the mamtenance of internal peace 
and good order This state of our affairs in Oude must be 
deemed a positive dimmution of our disposable force, I trust 
that the activity (perhaps even the mere presence of oui 
troops) may reduce the insurgents to submission But while 
any ambiguity remains respecting the permanency of the set- 
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tlement made in favoui of Viziei AIi — M'hile the same turbu- 
lent spirit shall exist among the Rohillas, and the mihtary 
power of Alma^ Ah continues undiminished, it can never be 
safe to withdiaw oui tioops, and it must be lemaiked that 
the danger of withdrawing them would be mci eased exactly 
m proportion to the pleasure of the necessity of employing 
them against any foieign enemy You will find that the 
Governor-Genei j states his conviction, without leseive, that 
the appioach of Zemaun Shah towards thefiontiei of Oude 
would become the signal of geneial levolt and plunder ui 
that piovmce In the meanwhile I cannot considei the call 
for the employment of om tioops in quelling the spirit of in- 
surrection in another quarter to be yet so httle urgent as to 
leave us fiee to act against an eijemy on that side without 
apprehension of our own subjects/ I allude to the present 
state of the coast of Malabar I find that a treaty has been 
signed with the Pyche Rajah , but as far as I can collect from 
the despatches, it does not appear to me that his submission 
has been so complete, or his power so broken, as to warrant 
a sentunent of security either m his weakness or in his sm- 
ceiity This circumstance again must operate as a diversion 
of our force in the event of war With respect to our 
financial resources I refer you to the same despatches for an 
account of the general embarrassment both of public and 
private credit, and the difficulty of raising money foi public 
credit, even at the exorbitant interest of 12 per cent , with 
the combined advantage of a remittance The great expense 
of the long intended and suddenly relinquished expedition 
to Manilla, must of necessity increase both the difficulty and 
the exigency of raising further loans 

To this view of 0111 situation must be added the state of 
our dependencies of Aicot and Tanjoie, as represented by 
the Madras government, both with respect to the disaffection 
and refractory spurt of the Nabob and Rajah, and to the 
decline of the permanent sources of public revenue I hope 
I shall not be suspected of wishing to draw a gloomy or exag- 
gerated pictiue of the altered aspect of our affairs since the 
peace of Seiingapatam , my only wish is to fix your attention, 
as I have fixed my own, on the true points of our weakness, 
for the purpose of consideimg the speediest means of reco- 
vering our strength I know that the fortunate events of 
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this most gloiious war have given us an ascendancy over every 
European nation in India, such as we never before possessed , 
but I cannot shut my eyes to the diminution which oui weight 
in the scale of the country powers has suffered, and is 
hkely to suffei still more, if the means of checking the pro- 
gress of the evil be much longer neglected Nor can I 
refuse my assent to the truth of a proposition which I now 
think it my duty to urge to you with great earnestness, that 
unless effectual and vigorous measuies be taken foi quelling 
the disturbances in oui own provmces and in those of our 
dependencies, I do not see how we can again be prepared to 
meet an enemy of any respectable foice in the field To the 
distress of our finances I am persuaded your most anxious 

J n will be given without delay, and you may rely on 
g from me the most ample communications on that 
upon my arrival in India 

viewing oui pohtical situation in India, particularly 
faid to oui compaiative power of cuibmg the attempts 
^^>00, I ought not to onut the consideration of the rela- 
tive strength of that prince as it exists m the present mo- 
ment, and as it stood at the conclusion of the peace of 
Seimgapatam 

Since that peiiod of time he has enjoyed perfect inteinal 
tranquillity While our alhes all around him have been dis- 
tracted and exhausted by domestic lebelhons, successive 
1 evolutions, and mutual wais, he has been employed in le- 
ciuitmg the soriices of his strength, improving his revenues, 
and invigorating the disciplme of his aimies It is true that 
he must now have neaily lost all hope of assistance* fiom 
France, or from any other European power , but that hope 
was long cherished by him, and it encouraged him to the 
great exertions which have unquestionably added to his mih- 
taiy strength ^He has been very active foi some time past in 
his applications to the Courts of the Nafave Powers, endeavour- 
ing to stu them up against us He ceitamly applied for that 
purpose to the Nizam, and (during the absence of Azim ul 


* It IS true there were no Fi encli Troops disposable at the Mauritius, 
and France seemed at that time too much engaged in Europe to spare 
tioops for the East, but Tippoo was not awaie of these tircurastancos, 
and had sent Ambassadois to the Mauritius at this very period, of which 
Lord Mornington could not then be apprised 
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Omra at Poonah) he made a veiy stiong impression upon 
the politics of the Couit of Hydeiahad, wheie he now has a 
Vateel, and wheie he ceitainly has many paitizans, as well 
m the coi ps of Raymond as in the seince of Umjid ud 
Dowla, a chief of a considerable faction called the Paungah 
paity, and in that of Imtiaz ud Dowlah, nephew to the 
Nizam. Tippoo has also sent Vakeels to Poonah, with the 
same object of raising a spmt of hostility against us His 
success, I heheve, has not answeied his wishes in that 
quaitei. 

But the most remarkable step which Tippoo has lately 
taken, is his communication with Zemaun Shah. The de- 
clared piojects of Zemaun Shah, added to the attempts 
which he has lecently made towards cairying them into 
execution, must, in then geneial impiession and effect, 
be consideied as an accession of strength to the cause of 
Tippoo If an invasion of Hindostan should ever seriously 
be attempted by Zem run Shah, the diveision of oui force, 
which would be occasioned by such an event, would offer the 
most favourable opportunity to an attack ft om Tippoo on our 
possessions in the Peninsula No mode of caiiying on war 
against us could be more vexatious or more distressing to oui 
lesouices than a combined attack upon Oude and the Car- 
natic It is not impossible that the late intercourse between 
Tippoo and Zemaun Shah had for its object, on the part of 
the former at least, some suclr plan of joint opeiation I 
know that it is the fashion to treat the projects of Zemaun 
Shah very lightly In the despatches vou will see an account 
of his foice, and you will find a detail of all the intelligence 
obtained respecting his future intentions, as well as ol the 
causes likely to obstruct then execution. The result of an 
exammation of these materials upon my mmd is a conviction 
that Zemaun Shah has not abandoned his project of invading 
Hindostan, and that the safest means of rendering that pro- 
ject abortive will be to consider it as practicable, and to take 
the best piecautions against it which the advantages of oui 
situation and the interval of tmie can furnish The fact is 
that Zemaun Shah was able to advance to Lahore without 
opposition from the Seiks whatever circumstances recalled 
him into his own dominions, the above-mentioned fact well 
deserves attention, because it contradicts all the conjectures 
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and opinions which had been so confidently formed with 
respect to the obstacles which Zemaun Shah would meet in 
his passage fiom his own dominions to oms The nation of 
the Seiks was said to he thefiist haiiier against him, and it 
was asserted this hairier alone would be msupeiahle He 
contiived, howevei, to pass thiough the country of the Seiks 
unmolested, and, if I am lightly mformed, he has smce endea- 
vouied, not without success, to negociate a tieaty with some 
of the leaders of the various factions which distract that 
nation Should he succeed in establishing an amicable intei- 
couise with any laige body of the Seiks, it would gieatly 
facilitate the success of his supposed project of invasion 
Between the countiyof the Seiks and the fiontiei of Oude 
no obstacle lemains but the Mahratta Power It is peifectly 
well known that when Zemaun Shah leached Lahore the 
Mahiattas weie by no means in a condition to check his pio- 
giess They had no army in that quaitei which could have 
been opposed to hun in the field Scindiah was at that time 
at Poonah with the gieater part of lus foice deeply engaged 
in the intiigues and levolutions of which that place has been 
so long the scene If Zemaun Shah had not been recalled 
by some domestic cause (of which the tiue natuie does not 
seem yet to be thoioughly undeistood), theie cannot be a 
doubt that he might have penetrated thiough the possessions 
of Scmdiah, m the neighbouihood of Delhi and Agia, with- 
out difficulty, if not mthout opposition Fiom the accounts 
which I have leceived of the mihtaiy foice of Scmdiah, I do 
not beheve that he alone ivould be able to cope with the army 
of Zemaun Shah, and theiefoie I do not feel that we should be 
secuie at any time if we lelied on his single efforts to check 
the appioacli of the mvadmg foice With the expeiience 
of this ciihcal state of affans in my mind, I cannot consider 
the idea of an mvasion ftom Cabul as a meie visionaiy dan- 
gei It does not appeal to have been so consideied by the 
present Government of Bengal, who have stated it as one of 
the leading cucumstances which called for an augmentation 
of their native infantry 

To lecui, theiefoie, to the view of the political balance of 
powei in India, which I was endeavouimg to submit to you, I 
think myself compelled to estimate the foice of Tippoo with 
lefeience to the piojects of Zemaun Shah, and to the possi- 
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bJity of then (at least limited) success , and on this ground I 
must conclude that Tippoo’s consideration has received addi- 
tional weight since the yeai 1793^ 

If the facts be tiue which 1 have stated on both sides of 
this enumeiation of the comparative cucumstances of our 
situation in India, and of those which affect the situation of 
Tippoo, it must be admitted that he has lather gained than 
lost weight in the period of tune deseiibed, and that the con- 
sistency, unity, and efficiency of our side of the balance has 
suffered no inconsiderable degree of diminution In my 
Letter No I , fiom this place, I have opened to you some 
parts of the general outline of those measures which appear 
to me to be best calculated to lestoie the Native Powers of 
India and ourselves to the same position m which we stood 
in 1793, as far as the change of times and circumstances will 
admit So far fiom viewing any plantending to this object, 
as an innovation upon oui system of Indian government, I 
feel it to be my duty to state such a plan, m conformity to the 
instructions which I had received from you at the time of my 
dep^tuie, and to every piinciple which I have at any time 
imljjbed fiom you on this mteiesting subject The balance 
qfpowej tn India no longei exists upon the same footing on 
which it was placed by the peace of Senngapatam The 
question therefore must arise^ how it may best be brought 
bach again to that state, in which you have directed me to 
maintain it 

(My present view of the subject is, that the wisest course 
would be to strengthen the Mahiattas and the Nizam, by 
entering mto a defensive alhance with the former against 
Zemaun Shah, and by affording to the latter an addition of 
mihtary strength, and the means of extricating himself fropi 
the control of the French party at Hyderabad 

In flaming a treaty of defensive alhance against Zemaun 
Shah, the object to be sought would be the securmg an effi- 
cient foice to be in the field in due time to check the progress 
of Zemaun Shah in the Mahratta territory of Delhi, or at 
least of Agra the danger to be avoided would be the draw- 
ing our tioops farther beyond the line of the frontier of Oude 
than might be necessary for securing the fan common objects 
of the alliance. To this treaty I would make the Nizam a 
party. The treaty should not contain a hostile word against 
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Zemaun Sbah, excepting only with reference to the single 
case of his projects of invasion , and it should be communi- 
cated to him with assuiances of our determination never to 
molest him in his own dominions, nor to suffei him to ap- 
proach ours. ) I have sufficiently stated all that lektes to the 
Nizam in my Letter No I , to which I refer you also for my 
opmion of the possibility of lemovingtlie grounds of jealousy 
between him and the Mahiattas, or at least of checking 
the hostile attempts of eithei paity upon the power of the 
other 

You will perceive that the course of my opmions would 
also lead me to take eveiy step consistent with the rules of 
caution and model ation foi lestoiing to the Peishwa such a 
degree of powei as might lendei him able to fulfil the sub- 
sisting engagements between us and the Mahiatta empne 

The most pressing pait of the whole subject seems to be 
the state of Oude, of the coast of Malabai, of the Carnatic, 
and of Tanjoie ('With lespect to the disturbances in Oude 
I trust that the exertions of Lord Teignmouth and of Sir 
Alured Claike will have done a gieat deal before my arrival. 
I think this the occasion to lemark to you, that I have niejt no 
pel son who does not complam of the insufficiency of oui force 
111 cavalry in Bengal and Oude Our new native legiments 
are yet scaicely formed, and theie is but oneiegiment of 
European diagoons in that quaitei, which also is nearly ineffi- 
cient, fiom having been imprudently and unnecessaiily ex- 
posed to the violence of the heat Thei e is a very good and 
more than complete regiment of dragoons here (the 8 th), 
whicli, having been here for near two years, is well seasoned 
for the, Indian service It would be a very acceptable guest 
m Bengal, and might become very useful, not only m the 
event of any attempt of Zemaun Shah, but also in quelling 
the disturbances in Oude, and m serving as a model to our 
newly-iaised native cavalry I confess, that under all the 
present circumstances of India, I should be glad to see one or 
two more King’s regiments of infantiy in Bengal There is 
a very fine regiment now heie (the Slth), which has been 
thoroughly seasoned, and is extremely strong in point of num- 
bers At all events I hope you will leinforce oui cavalry 
without delay, and at the same time send us some good 
cavalry officei to form the new corps ) 
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With respect to the coast of JVIalabai I shall nevei think 
oui affairs safe in that quaiter until the whole tube of pecu- 
lators and plunderers has been severely punished, and until 
the Pyche Rajah has been i educed to unconditional submis- 
sion Our possessions on the coast of Malabai will become 
an incumbiance to us if they aie not speedily bi ought into 
some condition of oider A moie active and vigoious con- 
tiol IS necessaiy I cannot speak of Aicot and Tanjoie 
until I have been upon the spot You will find by the 
despatches, that in consequence of a failuie in the pay- 
ment of his kists, a part of the Rajah’s countiy is fallen mto 
oui hands The piesent state of India does not peihaps, on 
the whole, offei the most favourable occasion foi the new 
settlement of the Musnud of Tanjoie If I should see cause 
foi delay I shall not hesitate to postpone the deposition of 
the present Rajah to a moie convenient time, according' to 
the disci etionaiy powers vested in me bytheoideis of the 
Seciet Committee 

The only point which remains foi consideiation is the con- 
duct to be observed towaids Tippoo You will find in the 
despatches that the Supreme Government still retain their 
opinion respecting oui light to the district of Wynaad, but 
as they have directed that an amicable inquiry should take 
place on that question, the execution of your orders will be- 
come more easy * 

I have adveited in this Lettei to the mcieased assiduity 
with which Tippoo has endeavoured to raise animosities 
against us among the Native Powers, and to his mteicouise 
with Zemaun Shah. I wish to know fiom you, whether we 
ought to sufiPer, without animadversion and spurted represen- 
tation, such open acts of hostility on the part of Tippoo? 
My ideas on this subject aie, that as on the one hand we 
ought nevei to use any high language towai ds Tippoo, noi 
evei attempt to deny him the smallest point of his just i ights, 
so on the other, where we have distinct proofs of his machin- 
ations against us, we ought to let him know that his treachery 
does not escape om observation, and to make him feel that he 


* Mr Dundas’s verbal orders to Lord Moinington (given at Walmer 
Castle, m presence of Mr Pitt, in October 1797) were to restoie Wynaad 
to Tippoo without lequirmg any equivalent 
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IS Within the reach of oui vigilance CAt present it appeals to 
me that he is peiniitted to excite ill will against us wheievei 
he pleases, ivithoiit the least attempt on oui pait to lepie- 
hend either him for the suggestion, oi the Couit, to whom he 
applies, foi hsteiiing to it. J 

This examination of the political state of India leads me to 
look at the situation in which we should find ouiselves in 
that quaitei in the event of the speedy conclusion of a peace 
with Fiance 

The best peace we can expect will resto^ to the Fiench 
all, and to the Dutch (whom I eSneewe^s French undei 
another name) a gieat pait of then foimei possessions in 
India The condition of the several Native Powers, both 
with 1 elation to each othei and to om interests, is more fa- 
vouiable to the success of Fiencli intiigue than it has been 
at any period since the peace of Seiingapatam We must 
theiefoie expect to be assailed on all sides by the combined 
opeiations of eveiy species of instiiiment which can be set to 
woik foi the puipose of undermining the foundations of our 
ciedit, chaiactei, and powei You can best judge whether 
it may be possible to introduce into the Treaty of Peace any 
lestnctions which shall tend to check, in any degree, the vio- 
lence of this evil But if there be truth in the views which I 
take of the state of India, and of the probable conduct of the 
Fiench whenever they shall again obtain even then foimer 
footing 111 that country, how powerful an aigumeiit arises 
against peimitting them to receive any addition of stieirgth 
which might lendei them more respectable rn the general 
scale of Indian power I am persuaded that the possession 
of Ceylon, either in the hands of France or of her bond-slave 
Holland, would enable the Fiench interests m India to use, 
within a very short period, to a degree of formidable strength 
nevei before possessed by them. On this subject I find no 
difference of opinion in the minds of any person acquainted 
with India The possession of Ceylon is universally held to 
be indispensable to the preservation both of our power on the 
Continent and of oui commerce on the seas of India 

I am led by this observation to add a very few words with 
relation to this place — 

Before my arrival here I had formed very high ideas of the 
intrinsic value of the Cape as a colony, but I had not esti- 
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mated so highly its value with lefeience to the defence of our 
trade to the East, and of our teriitoiies m India 
You will have received fiom Lord Macartney such ample 
details with respect to the real value of this colony in point 
of revenue, and of every species of resouice, that I shall say 
no more than that I am convinced it would require a long 
tract of tune to render the Cape an object of any considera- 
tion in this view You must consider it as a possession which 
cannot fuirnsh the means of maintaining its own expense, and 
you must look for its value in the positive advantages it would 
affoi'd to the enemy as a military and naval station for offensive 
purposes against you, and m the lelative advantages which 
«aB— be-imagmed to a powei compelled to mamtain a large 
European force in India The climate is remarkably healthy, 
so much so that the appeal ance both of the officeis and sol- 
diers stationed here beais stiiking testimony to the fact; you 
will hardly see regiments in England of so healthy an appear- 
ance as those which have been here foi any time The heat 
is however fiequently veiy severe, so that a soldier who has 
been heie for a year or two is well accustomed to be exposed 
to a very ardent sun, and receives a sort of preparation for 
the climate of India The advantage of this circumstance has 
lately been proved in India, where the regiments which had 
passed through the seasoning of this chmate have arrived and 
continued in much better health than those which proceeded 
thither directly from Europe, oi which remained here but for 
a very short period of time As a depot, therefore, for the 
mamtenance of a military force m India, the Cape is invalu- 
able , and to the enemy, in this view, it would furnish easy 
means of pouring in troops either upon the coast of Coro- 
mandel or of Malabar, in such a state of health as to be able 
to encounter at once all the inconveniences of an Indian ch- 
mate With this opinion you may judge with what serious 
apprehension I should see this place in the hands of the 
enemy, to whose pohtical consideration in India such a pos- 
session would always be a powei fill accession, but at no timo 
so foimidable as in the present disturbed state of the Native 
Powers 

As a naval station I look upon the Cape to be still more 
important Many ships m the Indian and Chma trade make 
the land upon the outward, and all upon the homeward- 
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bound, passage The couise of those even which keep 
faithest to the southwai d never is moie distant from the Cape 
than two oi thiee degiees of latitude An enemy’s squadron 
stationed at the Cape, could not fail to intercept the gieatei 
pait of oui tiade to and from the East, without being undei 
the necessity of making any veiy distant ciuizes We should 
find it impossible to check the operations of such a squadron, 
unless we could contmue to send out with eveiy tiaduig fleet 
from Euiope a convoy of such consideiable force as must 
compel us gieatly to inciease oui present naval establish- 
ments The expense of fitting out such laige fleets of ships 
of war, victualled and atoied foi the whole voyage to India oi 
China, would be enoimous, and here, in my opinion, is the 
pomt of the question upon which the whole argument must 
turn — which would be the heavier expense^ to retain the Cape, 
keeping up a laige naval and military estabhshment here, and 
using it as an outpost to youi Indian empire, oi to leave the 
Cape in the hands of the enemy, and by so doing incur the 
necessity of inci easing to a vast amount the protecting naval 
foice requisite for the defence of youi Indian and Chma 
trade'* The expense of the Cape m our hands, howevei 
laige, must not be estimated at so much positive loss There 
are two points of view in which that loss may be considered 
to be compensated by a proportional diminution of expense 
HI othei establishments. The army stationed at the Cape 
might always be looked upon as a part of the Indian force, 
and a con espondent saving ought to be made m the expense 
of youi European aimy m India Your Indian and Chma 
ships might, under piopei legulations, be victualled at the 
Cape at a much cheaper late than in Europe , consequently, 
then valuable caigoes both outward and homeward might be 
mci eased m proportion to the smallei quantity of tonnage oc- 
cupied by their provisions Instead of takmg six months’ 
provisions from Asia oi Euiope, they need not take more 
than three, and the vacant tonnage might serve for an aug- 
mentation of their caigoes of meichandize In this view a 
great advantage would result to the East India Company 
from the possession of the Cape The whole of this com- 
parative statement might be reduced to calculation, and it 
would not be difScult for you at once to estimate the several 
articles of expense which must be incurred by the pubhc in 



Jl, lUE EAIIL OF lIOlvNINfcTON, iO Fcb 

eithei event, of letaining the Cape oi of abandoning it to 
Fi ance 

But I doubt whethei, with the Cape m the hands of the 
enemy, it would be possible foi you to maintain youi Indian 
tiade 01 empiie, unless you could acquue some othei settle- 
ment on the southern continent of Afiica This I know to 
be Loid B'lacaitney’s opinion, and if this opinion be just, the 
question of the expense of maintaimng the Cape will be ma- 
teiially vaiied 

To bring back this discussion to the pomt fi om which it 
pioceeded, I tiust you will beai in mind the state of the 
Native Powei's m India at this moment, and recollecting that 
the gieatest advantage which we now possess in the piesent 
deianged condition of those inteiests, which had been so 
wisely and judiciously balanced by the Tieaty of Seiingapa- 
tam, IS the uttei exclusion of any pieponderant Eiiiopean 
Powei fioni the scale of Indian politics, you will contend 
strenuously against any concession in the peace with Fiance 
which may place the security of oiu Eastein tiade and em- 
pire at hei meicy 

Beheve me, deal Sii, &c &c 

Morninqton 

P S On leading ovei my lettei I find that I have omitted 
to state one consideiation relating to the value of the Cape as 
a militaiy station I believe the necessity of letaining Cey- 
lon IS now admitted iimveisally With the Cape in the hands 
of an enemy, would it be possible to letam Ceylon foi any 
long period of time ^ 
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Laid MIotmng ton to the Anhob oj Aioot 

Apiil 27th, 1798 

May it please your Hiohness, 

It has given me gieat satisfaction to leain flora Geneial 
Hams that youi Highness enjojs a good state of health My 
hist enqunies upon my aiinal at Foit St Gcoige weie 
lespecting youi Highness’s welfaic 

I letnin youi Highness many tlianks foi the seveial ohhg- 
ing messages which I have had the honoi to leceive flora 
you 

I am veiy anxious to take the eaihest oppoitunity of pay- 
ing you my lespects m jieison, and of piesenting to you 
seveial letteis which I am chaigedto deluei to you liorahis 
Majesty the King of Gieat Biitain, flora II R H thePiince 
of Wales, H R H the Duke of Yoik, and the Marquess 
Coinwalhs 

I will wait upon youi Highness with gieat pleasure at any 
houi that you will be pleased to appoint on to-moiiow, oi 
any day that may he agieeahle to you 

I have the honoi to be, &c 

Morninqton 

I date this lettei fiom one of your Highness’s houses in 
which Gen Hams has placed me 


No Y 

The Pi vice oJ TFalei to the Nabob of Ai cot 

Carlton House, October 14, 1/97 

The Nobleman who will dchvei this Lettei to youi High- 
ness, it IS with the greatest satisfaction I infoira you, is a pai- 
ticulai fiiend of my own — he is justly celebrated foi Ins gieat 
talents , and his piivate chaiactei bemg that of honoui, mo- 
deration and mildness, must necessaiily lecommeiid him to 
the confidence and good opmion of yom Highness 

I could say much more upon this subject, but when I ac- 
quaint you, that his Majesty had pieviously bestowed upon 
him the most eminent maiks of loyal favour, I am suie it must 
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be deemed useless to suggest any othei ;p¥6,9f how 'acceptable 
sucb a nomination must be to the interests of youi Highness. 

I shall conclude with expiessing a liopdHhat youi Highness 
may long continue to enjoy that health and piospenty to 
winch youi exalted lank and chaiacler entitles you 

I am youi affectionate Fiiend, 

G. P W 


No VI. 

Mu) quest, Cotnwallts to the Nabob of At cot 

Whitelialb 17 th Octohei, 1797 

This letter will be deliveied to youi Highness by Loid 
Moinington, who is appointed Governor General, and who 
will pass some days at Madias on his way to Bengal 

Lord Moinmgton is my friend, and as I know that he en- 
tei tains the same sentiments with myself lespecting the afifaiis 
of India, I can ventuie to promise that he will behave towards 
you with kindness, and endeavoui to promote your welfare 
and happiness 

Your Highness must remembei the many conversations 
that we had on the situation of youi father and youi family, 
and the condition of youi countiy, and how strongly I lepre- 
sented to you the distresses which youi father had brought 
upon himself by listening to the advice of those Eiuopeans 
who flattered him only to seive their own purposes, instead 
of tiusting to the friendship and honoi of the Company’s 
Government 

I have frequently heard you confess that no European ever 
came to Cliepauk House, but with an intention to take your 
father’s money, and you gave me reason to believe that when 
you succeeded to the soveieignty of the countiy, you would 
endeavoiu' to secure yourself from the attempts of a similar 
nature by removing to a greater distance fiom the scene of 
intrigue and coiiuption 

Whatever youi present deteriiunation may be, I lecommend 
to you to speak youi mind openly and freely to Lord Moi- 
nington, whom you may safely trust, and who has no object 
in view but your mteiest and that of the Company, which in 



the opinrop of -all tiffin iitho wish well to both parties, must 
ever he insepaiaMe 

I am your Highne&s’s smceie Fuend, 

CoRNWAtllS. 


No VH 

Geoigelll to the Nabob of At cot 

Geoige the Third, by the Giace of God King of Gieat 
Biitain, France, and Ii eland, Defendei of the Chi istian Faith, 
Duke of Biunswick and Lunenbuigh, Aich Tieasuiei and 
Piince Electoi of the Holy Roman Empue, &c ,“-To his 
Highness the Nawaub Oniddtul Oniiah Mayeen ul Mulk, 
Assad*ud Dowlah, Hussein Ally Cawn Bahawclei Zulfattar— 
3?ung Sepah Suida^Soveieign of the Caiuatic, Payenghaut, 
and Ballanghaut 

Youi Highness’s letter of the 19th of March, 1796, has 
been safely dehveied to us by oui faithful seivant Admiral 
Sir Geoige Keith Elpliinstone, and we aie convinced youi 
Highness will learn with pleasiue that, in oidei to give this 
excellent ofhcei a pioof of oui entne satisfaction with the 
sei vices he had lendeied to oui Clown, to yoiu Highness, 
and to the E ist India Company during his command in India, 
we have confeiied upon him a maik of oui Royal favor by 
raising him to the dignity of the peeiage in oui kingdom of 
Ii eland. 

The happiness we at all tunes derive fioin youi Highness’s 
fiiendly coiiespondence has been on this occasion deeply 
affected on obseiving the dilfeiences which appear to exist 
between your Highness and oui faithful seivant LoidHobait, 
who, whatever momentaiy inconvenience your Highness may 
have experienced from his conduct, we are confident could be 
actuated by no other motive than an anxious desiie to ensure 
the permanent welfare and honor of youi Highness, and the 
happiness and piospeiity of youi people 

These important consideiations we well know to be also 
the grounds of your Highness’s conduct, and we earnestly 
lecommend to you to be assured that the Counsels of oui Mi- 
nisters at home, and the wishes of the East India Company 
and its Servants, aie ever diiected to these objects. 
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The East India Company has appointed our light tiusty 
and light well beloved Cousin and Councilloi, Richaid, Eail 
of Moinington, in oui kingdom of Ii eland, Baion Wellesley 
in oui kingdom of Gieat Biitam, and Knight of the most 
Illustiious Oidei of Samt Patrick, to he Goveinoi Geneial 
in India 

Oui expeiience of his concdiatoiy tempei, and many emi- 
nent viitues and abdities in vaiious offices he has held foi 
many years undei oui Ciown, induced us to lecommend him 
to this high and important station These distinguished 
qualities aie so many pledges to us, that the exeicise of the 
power vested in him will be such as to concihate youi High- 
ness’s entile confidence and esteem, and that youi Highness 
will endeavoui on all occasions to cultivate his friendship and 
good iviU, by co-opeiatmg with him in all his salutary views 
foi the happiness of your Highness, and of youi subjects, and 
foi strengthening and confirming the engagements of amity 
and muon subsistmg between youi Highness and the East 
India Company 

From oui experience of the fehcity derived from our con- 
stant paternal love and care of all oui subjects, we are per- 
suaded your Highness will best promote youi mdividual hap- 
piness and tianqmllity, by shewing yomself on all occasions 
just, benevolent and nieiciful to all those whom the Almighty 
has placed under your protection, by callmg to His presence 
your august Father, His former servant 

This line of conduct, an inviolable fidelity in all your en- 
gagements, and an unreserved confidence in, and support of, 
the measures the wisdom of the Earl of Moinington may sug- 
gest, cannot fail to ensiue to your Highness the continuance 
of the most smcere friendship on the pait of the East India 
Company, and of oui alhance and protection 

We embrace this opportunity of informing your Highness 
that, on the 11th of this month, one of oui fleets obtained a 
most biilhant and decisive victoiy over the grand fleet of 
Holland, of which more than one half was taken and is 
brought into our ports An event so glorious to oui aims 
and of such importance to the security of all our possessions, 
and of India m particular, will, we are persuaded, afford your 
Highness great satisfaction 

We have only further to assure you of the lively interest 
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we take in every thing that concerns yoiu Highness, and the 
happiness we at all times feel when your Highness’s friendly 
letteis aie dehvered into our hands 

And so we bid you faiewell. 


No vin 

.Memorandum at Fort St Georste 

-Ova Cr, C, . * 

'' Fort St George. May 8. 1798 

His Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic, having expressed 
his desue, that a new arrangement should take place with 
lespect to the Polygars, and to seveial other points, commu- 
nicated by his Highness in conversation and in writing to 
Lord Moinmgton, and his Highness having also complamed, 
that under the present ariangement of his monthly payments, 
he was compelled at a particular period of every year to laise 
money upon assignments of the revenues of the country, 
which foims the security foi the payment of the Company’s 
military subsidy, Loid Moinmgton declared his cordial dis- 
position to enter upon the consideiation of his Highnesses 
piopositions, provided his Highness would consent to permit 
the servants of the Company, to become the managers of the 
several districts in the Carnatic mortgage for the payment of 
the annual mihtaiy subsidy This condition Lord Mormng- 
ton proposed, as the only effectual remedy which could be 
applied to the mjuiious system of anticipatmg the revenues 
of the mortgaged districts by loans and Tunkhwahs, or other 
modes of assignment, a system, which the Honorable the 
Court of Directors has declared to be contrary to the letter, 
and subversive of the spurt of the treaty of 1792 


No IX 

From Governor Duncan 

My Lord, Bombay. 23rd May, 1798 

I beg leave, on the occasion of this first communication, to 
assure your lordship that rt’s not having been earlier has cer- 
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tainly pioceeclecl fiom no othex motive than a xeluctance to 
appeal forwaidly mtiusive on youi loxdsliip’s time, having 
othei wise little else to impait than what will have much soonei 
leached }ou thiough the coiiespondeiice ot the Commission- 
eis in Malabar and of the Boaid heie, with the Government 
of Foit St Geoige, and with the actmg Governoi-Geneial , 
nor have oui lastest advices fioni the coast tended hitheito to 
thiow any satisfactoiy light on what may be the Sultan’s in- 
tentions, but should he have been induced to moie peaceable 
councils, so foitunate a change must, no doubt, have been 
the happy effect of the mfluence of your lordship’s oppoitune 
aiiival, and of its consequences 

Being still, howevei, uncertain heie as to the event, I 
think youi loidship may considei as nieiitmg some degree of 
attention, the following memoianda, collected fiom such 
infoimation as could be furnished by Captain Smedley and 
the officers of the Raymond, fiom the oppoi tumties they had 
whilst in company with then captors of deriving insight into 
the views of the French as connected with Tippoo , all which 
&eems but too coiioboiative of the othei indications on the 
same subject, which were such as to have induced us veiy 
earnestly to convey all the knowledge we possessed on the 
subject to the Admual, with the hope of thereby frustrating 
the ainval of succours to Tippoo by the way of Mangalore, 
as might, no doubt, have been ensuied but foi the eaily de- 
parture of the Suffolk and Aiiogant to the other coast, 
which was immediately followed by the suipnse and capture 
of our Indiamen, the loss from which to the Company will 
not, including the Ameha destroyed by fire, exceed foui 
lacks and thirty thousand rupees, instead of the veiy laige 
amount which by the newspapers it appeals to have been un- 
derstood to amount to on the other side of India, and we have 
taken measures to piovide against the recurrence of such a 
imsfoitune by fixing the seat of the commercial residency at 
Cannanore, under the gims of w'hich fortress several India- 
men may at a time, or sepaiately, find effectual protection 
from any enemy 

With the best wishes for the success and honour of youi 
lordship’s administration, and the sinceiest desne to contri- 
bute towards it by every exeition that in my station I can 
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make, as well as tlience to meiit and enjoy the gratification 
of your loidsliip’s coiiespondence and advice 
I have the honoi to he. 

My Loid, 

Youi Loidship’s veiy obedient humble seivant, 

TlieRt Hon the Eiirl of Mohninoton, K P John Duncan 
& c &L &c , Bengal 

[The Memoranda gives the evidence of some English pii- 
soneis on boaid La Pieneiise Fiench fiigate, as to a copy of 
the pioceedmgs at the Isle of Fiance, in lefeience to Tippoo 
Sultaun’s embassy having been hung up in the state cabin ot 
La Pieneui^e, whose ofiiceis repeatedly inquiied whethei 
Tippoo had not alieady declaied wai against the East India 
Company ] 


Minute of the Gouernoi -Genu al on Tunjoie i\\t of Muy, 1/98 

I take this eaily oppoitumty of communicating to the Board 
the annexed Lettei, dehveied to me by the Seciet Committee 
of the Honouiable the Couit of Diiectois, containing the 
final judgment of the Government at home upon the impoi- 
tant question of the succession to the Musniid of Tanjore , 
together with the oideis to the Goreinment ot Fort St 
George, and to myself foi executing that judgment Upon 
my arrival at Fort St George I had the satisfaction to learn 
that the general state of India in relation to the internal si- 
tuation of oui possessions, as well as to external politics, was 
such as would adimt of the immediate execution of the orders 
of the Seciet Committee, but other material considerations 
occurred to my mind wluch led me to conclude that some mo- 
dification in the manner of carrying those orders into effect 
was necessary, for the purpose of securing the attainment of 
the substantial ends of justice, to which the views of the 
Seciet Committee were principally directed 

By the annexed despatch the appointment of a Comnussion 
to examme and report the real state of the country of Tan- 
joie IS ordered, as a step preparatory to the ultimate measure 
of placing Serfogee upon the Musnud 
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Piom the best infoimation which I could coUect during my 
stay at Madias, I am convinced that while a laige poition of 
the country shall lemain in the hands of the piesent Rajah, 
and while his authoiity shall be acknowledged to be lawful, 
the inquiiies of such a Commission would be embairassed in 
every shape, and fiustiated m the end, and that the final 
result would piove equally prejudicial to the mteiests of Sei- 
fogee, and highly injurious to the piospeiity and happiness 
of the people of Tanjoie 

To enable the Commission to prosecute their mquiiies with 
any prospect of success, it would he necessary that they 
should have access to all the accounts of the Palace, and that 
they sliould have powers to require the attendance of all 
persons whom they might deem capable of fuimshing them 
with information respectmg the real state of the country 

It could not be expected that the piesent Rajah would wil- 
lingly give his consent to an inquuy which must teiminate in 
exposmghis evil administration, or that, if he could be pre- 
vaded upon to acquiesce in such a measuie, he would not 
oppose to its progress obstacles which no diligence or ac- 
tivity could overcome, and which must render the whole rn- 
vestigation abortive 

The report of a Commission so embairassed must have 
proved msufficient to answer the views entertained by the 
Secret Committee of founding upon it the basis of a new set- 
tlement for the country of Tanjoie 

In addition to this consider ation, it would have been impossi- 
ble to expect that a Commission under such circumstances could 
have produced a report within any short period of time The 
information which I received at Madias convinced me that no 
1 epoi t could be made by such a Commission within a shorter 
space of time than ten or twelve months, a degree of delay 
as contrary to the spirit of the orders of the Secret Committee 
as to the substantial purposes of justice 

It could never have been m the contemplation of the 
Government at home, after the solemn adjudication of the 
Musnud to Seifogee, to postpone to so distant a day, by 
an act of then own, his final lestoi ation to his acknowledged 
rights. 

For so long a period of time it would not have been pos- 
sible, by any degree of vigilance, to have concealed the real 
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object of the inquiiy horn the anxious mind of the present 
possessor of the Musnud of Tanjoie 

Undei such ciicumstances Amei Sing would nolongei have 
felt any interest in the welfare of the country, oi in fulfilling 
the stipulations of the Treaty of 1793 with legaid to his 
payments to the Company , and it cannot he doubted that he 
and his adherents would have endeavoured, by eveiy means 
in then power, to piotiact the investigation, in oidei to avail 
themselves of the inter val for the purposes of extortion and 
embezzlement 

The consequences to the interests of Seifogee, to those of 
the Company, and to the welfare of the people of Tanjoie, 
are evident 

To have appointed a Commission without the consent of 
the present Rajah, and to have empowered them to act inde- 
pendently of his authority, would have been considered by 
him, as well as by the other powers of India, as a violation of 
the Treaty of 1793, to which we are bound to adhere so 
long as we continue to recognize him as the lawful Prmce of 
Tanjoie. 

To obviate these difficulties, I determined previously to my 
departure from Fort St George to place Seifogee upon the 
Musnud with all practicable dispatch, and to direct that the 
necessary inquiries into the state of the coimtiy should be 
made after his accession , when I have no doubt that they 
may be prosecuted with facihty, and may fiiimsh materials 
for a final aiiangement of the affairs of Tanjoie conformable 
to the orders of the Secret Committee, and equally beneficial 
to all parties 

The inqmiy into the relative rights of Seifogee and Amei 
Sing having been piosecuted prmcipally at thisfresidency, 
and it being necessary for the honour and reputation of the 
British name to accompany the deposition of the latter with a 
full explanation of the grounds on which so important a mea- 
suie was deteimmed, I did not think it advisable to issue my 
final oideis to the Government of Foit St Geoige until I 
had been enabled, by a reference to those who had been em- 
ployed m the conduct of the mquiry m Bengal, to fiame a 
distinct statement of its nature and object 

Accoidmgly I have postponed my ultimate instructions to 
the Government of Fort St Geoiee until the present mo- 
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nient, it is now my intention to iliiect that Government to 
place Seifogee upon the Musnud of Tanjoie without fuithei 
delay 

I piopose to leave it to that Government to make such ar- 
langements as they may deem advisable foi caiiying this 
measuie into execution in the moat expeditious mannei, and 
foi guaidmg against any distuibance oi insult to the Rajah, 
Amei Sing, oi his family I tiust, hovvevei, theie aie no 
leasons toappieliend any such event. 

It will be piopei, notwithstanding, befoie the present 
Rajah is appiised of the intentions of Government, that pie- 
cautions should be taken foi preventing the i emoval of any 
of the public treasuie, jewels, oi papeis horn the Palace , 
and I think it advisable that the lesident, the commanding 
officei of the troops, and any othei pel sons whom the Go- 
vernment of Foit St Geoige may duect to accompany the 
Resident foi that pm pose, should be ordeied to fix then 
seals on the apaitments m which such papeis oi effects aie 
lodged, until Seifogee shall be established on the Musnud 

No time should be lost in lemoving Amei Sing fiom Tan- 
joie to whatevei place the Government of Fort St Geoige 
may think piopei, and a suitable guaid should be stationed 
with him for his piotection his futuie place of residence will 
be determined by ciicumstances 

I have prepaiedfor the Rajah, Amei Sing, to be delivered 
to him on announcing the decision of the Company, a letter , 
communicating the grounds of the judgment in favoiii of the 
light of Seifogee, and assuring him that his person shall be 
protected, and that whatevei shall be adjudged to be his 
private pi opeity, and not to belong to the Sncai, shall be se- 
emed to him, togethei with a suitable provision foi his main- 
tenance so long as he shall conduct himself in all respects to 
the satisfaction of the Government of Foit St. Geoige 

Immediately after Seifogee shall have been placed upon 
the Musnud, it wdl be pioper to cause a proclamation (of 
which I now lay a copy befoie the Board), with translations 
in all the country languages, and copies of all the questions 
stated to the Pundits regarding the succession both here and 
at Foit St Geoige, to be fixed up in the most public places 
m Tanjoie 

A letter has also been prepared, to be delivered to Ser- 
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fogee on communicating to him the decision in favoui of his 
light to the Musnud , and the Government of Fort St Geoi ge 
shall be instiucted to lequiie, at the same time, his assent to 
the following stipulations, which, however they may be au- 
thorized to modify in case any ciicumstance of ivhich I may 
not at present be appiised, should render such modification 
necessary — 

Fust, That he will acquiesce in the appointment of a Com- 
mission, to consist of Company’s sen ants, foi the purpose of 
inquirmg into the present state and lesouices of Tanjoie 

Secondly, That he will allow the Commission to have access 
to all the public accounts and lecoids of the country, whether 
deposited in the Palace oi elsenheie 

Thudly, That he will cause the attendance of all persons 
whom the Commission may lequiie to appeal before them for 
the purposes of then inquiry, and that he will afford them 
eveiy assistance in his power foi the speedy and successful 
accomplishment of it 

Fouithly, That until the Commission shall have closed the 
proposed inquiry, and until the aiiangements which may he 
agieed upon in consequence shall have been earned into 
effect, the Tieaty of 1793 shall continue in full force, in the 
same manner as if no change had taken place in the succes- 
sion, and consequently the seivants of the Company shall 
retain the management of the Soubahs, which have been as- 
sumed in consequence of the failui e of Amei Sing in the pay- 
ment of his kists 

Fifthly, That whenever the Commission shall have ter- 
minated the proposed inquuy, he will consent to such ar- 
rangements as the Government of Fort St Geoige, with the 
sanction of the Goveinoi -General in Council, may deem expe- 
dient foi the better management of his country, and particu- 
laily for the due admmistiation of justice, and also for secur- 
ing to the Company the more regular discharge of their ex- 
isting and future demands on Tanjoie 

Sixthly, That he, jointly with the Government of Foit St 
Geoige, will engage to afford full protection to the persons of 
Amei Sing and his family, and that he will secure to Amer 
Sing such property as that Government may determine not to 
belong to the Sncai , and also that he will pay to Amei Sing 
punctually, tin ough the Government of Fort St Geoige, such 
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sum foi his maintenance as that Government may thmk lea- 
sonable, so long as Amei Smg shall conduct himself in eveiy 
respect to then satisfaction. 

Consideiing the disorders that have prevailed m Tanjoie 
since the accession of Amei Smg, the little experience winch 
Serfogee can he supposed to possess with lespect to the ma- 
nagement of Ins affairs, and Ins want of proper officeis for 
the conduct of business, added to the heavy demands which 
he must discliaige immediately upon Ins accession, I am con- 
vmced that it would be equally conducive to his interests, 
and to those of the Company, that m addition to the several 
stipulations winch I have now detailed, Serfogee should con- 
sent totiansfei the entire chaige of the country of Tanjoie to 
the Government of Foit St George foi a period of one oi more 
years after Ins accessroii, that Government engaging to be 
accountable to him for whatever should be collected fiom the 
country beyond the amount of the annual sum due to the 
Company under the Treaty of 1792, and also affording him 
a sufficient allowance for the maintenance of his rank 

I do not however think it proper to direct the Government 
of Fort St George to make any pioposition to him to this 
effect The Secret Committee have most justly remarked, 
that as it is our duty to mterfere m the settlement of the suc- 
cession to the Musnud of Tanjore, for the purpose of reme- 
dying that injustice which originated in oui former interfer- 
ence, so it would afford just cause of reproach against us, if, 
after such a lapse of time, the Native Powers of India were to 
observe us inteifeimg in the present instance in order to carry 
into effect any forfeiture iii our own favoui I deem it of the 
greatest importance to the national honour, that no grounds 
should be afforded for suspicion, that the change m the suc- 
cession had been dictated by a desire to extend our mfluence 
in the country, or by any other motives than those of a strict 
regard to justice 

Should, however, the Rajah be sensible of his inabihty to 
enter on the immediate arrangement of the country, and ex- 
press a desire to the Government of Fort St George chat 
they shotdd for that reason assume the temporary charge of 
it, that Government will have my sanction to acquiesce m his 
wishes on the terms I have already stated 

Should the Rajah determine to undei take the chaige of the 
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pait of the country which has not been assumed under the 
Treaty of 1793, I am of opinion that eveiy indulgence ought 
to be shown to him with legaid to his fiist payments, and 
that the piovisions of the Treaty of 1793, for cases of failure, 
should not he put in foice against him until he has had ade- 
quate time to effect his payments from the resources of the 
country. 

To this indulgence, howevei, I think it will be pioper to 
annex a condition, that the Rajah shall pay due attention to 
the recommendation of the Commission in the selection of his 
ministers, and of his othei principal officers, as the only 
means of convincing us that the indulgence will not be 
abused 

I am also of opinion that, if it should be foimd necessary, 
the Government of Fort St George should assist the new 
Rajah, by guaranteeing to the Soucais the repayment of 
such pecumary advances as they should make to him for the 
cultivation of the country, provided that the amount of such 
advances be limited and applied by the advice and und.er the 
superintendance of the Commission The Commission should 
also be empowered to require horn the Rajah such security 
as they may deem sufficient to preclude the difficidties that 
nught arise from the failure of the Rajah in the repayment of 
any sum advanced to him by the Soucars upon the credit of 
the Company. 

I recommend that the Commission should consist of three 
persons , and as I am satisfied that the Government of Fort 
St Geoige aie equally sensible with myself how deeply the 
honour of the Company and of the British nation is con- 
cerned in repaiiing the injuries which the country of Tanjore 
and its lawful piince have sustamed by the usurpation of 
Amei Smg, and how much the attainment of this important 
object must depend on the conduct of the Commission, I 
have the fullest confidence that they will select for it those 
seivants of their estabhshment who aie best qualified to dis- 
charge so sacred a trust 

The Government of Fort St George will furnish the Com- 
mission with such detailed instructions as they may think 
propel I recommend to their particular attention the follow- 
ing points, wluch appear to me of essential importance, but 
which I would authorise that Government to adopt, with 
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such alteiations as they may think the ciicumstances le- 
quue 

Besides obtaining the most exact infoi mation of the state 
and resouices of the coiintiy, the attention of the Commis- 
sioneis should he diiected to lay a foundation foi its futme 
improvement 

For this puipose they should endeavour to recall the inha- 
bitants, ivho aie said to have eniigiated fiom Tanjoie during 
the adininistiation of Amei Sing, by offers of pecuniary aid 
or by such other measures as they may deem most likely to 
prove effectual, but above all then attention should be di- 
rected to the lepau of the mounds and water -courses, and 
other works of a similar nature 

All oppressive taxes and exactions, and other abuses which 
may have been introduced undei the admmistiation ot Amei 
Sing should be abohslied, and such aiiangements as local cir- 
cumstances will admit, should be made for defining, as far as 
may he practicable, the rights of the cultivators of the lands, 
and of all other persons, from whom the lerenues of the coun- 
try of whatever natiue may be collected 

I trust that little difiiculty will arise in introducing these 
arrangements into the districts already under the charge of 
the servants of the Company, or m obtaining the Rajah’s 
consent to the extension of them to the Soubahs which have 
not been assumed, should the Rajah retain those Soubahs 
under his charge 

With a view of securing to the people the benefit of those 
arrangements, and the advantages of effectual protection in 
then persons and properties, the attention of the Commission 
should be dnected by the insti notions of the Government of 
Fort St Geoige to the speedy establishment of Courts for 
the Administration of Justice in civil and ciiinmal cases 
Upon this subject, which I deem to he one of the most im- 
portant branches of the powers to be delegated to the Com- 
mission, it does not appear to me at present proper, or indeed 
practicable, to give any detailed orders , but 1 shall take the 
eaihest opportunity, after the receipt of the report of the 
commission, to lay before the Board such a system for the 
better administration of justice in Tanjoie as shall appeal 
suitable to the circumstances of that country, and to the 
manners and customs of the inhabitants. 
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With legal cl to the natuie of the fiiithei seciuity which it 
may be piopei to lequiie fiom the Rajah foi the moie regu- 
lai clischaige of his payments, I am not at piesent piepaiecl 
to oflfei any decided opinion on this impoi tant subject until I 
shall have leceived the leport of the Commission to he ap- 
pointed foi asceitaimng the leal extent and nature of the re- 
souices of Tanjoie Tins subject must, however, form one 
of the eaily objects of the attention of the Comnussion, and I 
shall he anxious to leceive their sentiments, with the opinion 
of the Government of Foit St, Geoige, lespectmg it 

My inquiiies duiing my contmuance at Foit St Geoige 
weie chiected thiough eveiy channel of infoimation which I 
could discovei, to ascei tain how fai the expectations of the 
Seciet Committee with respect to the impiovement of the 
levenues of Tanjoie, and to the consequent augmentation ot 
the Rajah’s annual payments to the Company, weie likely to 
he fulfilled The lesult of this investigation, which, how- 
evei, was iiecessaiily mcomplete, leads me to appiehend that 
the Seciet Committee have foimed latliei too sanguine a cal- 
culation of the expected pioduce of the revenues of Tanjoie 
The amount of those revenues depends entiiely upon the 
annual pi ice of giain, which fluctuates eveiy yeai, accoidmg 
to the state of the ciops in Tanjoie, and to the necessities of 
other countiies In 1793, the year upon which the Com- 
mittee found then calculation, the effects of wai, and famine 
in the neighbouiing countiies, had caused an extiaoidmaiy 
demand for the exportation of gram, which necessaidy laised 
the puce m Tanjoie far beyond the usual aveiage What- 
ever mcrease may be expected from future impiovements m 
the management of the coiintiy, I cannot found, upon the 
pioduce of the year 1793, an expectation of a permanent aug- 
mentation of le venue to the extent supposed by the Secret 
Committee 

I think it my duty to suggest these doubts with respect to 
the piobabihty of any considerable increase of receipts from 
the Rajah of Tanjoie, for the purpose of calling the attention 
of the Boaid to a subject which has anxiously engaged that 
of the Seciet Committee, and which will demand the most 
ample investigation whenever the lepoit of the Commission 
shall have furnished sufficient information to enable me to 
pursue It with effect Mornington 
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No XI 

To the Eai I of Morning ton 

My dear lord, Bombay, 3d June, 1798 

As I left England on the ISth of Februaiy, this lettei, and 
those which accompany it, will piohahly give you the fiist 
mfoimation of my intended nomination to the Government 
of Ceylon I can call it as yet no moie than intended, as I 
leceived oiders fiom Mi Dundas to take my depaitiue on 
hoaid of the fiist fleet that should sail, and to wait for my 
commission and instiuctions at Bombay What that com- 
mission and those instiuctions may be, I cannot positively 
say, lam pietty well assured that Mi. Dundas’s intention 
is to avoid, as much as possible, the inconvenience of giving 
up the island at present to the Company, and the veiy gieat 
one of rendeiing it entirely mdependent of the Company’s 
Government, but in what manner these ends will be accom- 
phshed, I cannot pretend to guess By a debate m the India 
House, which youi Loidship will lead in the papers, and 
which took place since I left London, it seems as if Mi 
Dundas had given a piomise, that in case the island should 
be pieserved at the peace, the Crown would lesign it to the 
Company, but foi this supposition I have no authoiity but 
the newspapers, and my private opinion of the propriety of 
the measure All that I know is, that when I left London, 
thiee weeks befoie my embaikation Mr. Dundas had decided 
that my nommation and that of the othei political and mili- 
tary servants of the Government should derive fiom the 
Crown , but that at the same time I should be put under the 
direction and contioulof the Governor General. The reve- 
nues of the island were to be given immediately to the Com- 
pany, so that in lespect to the admimstration of them, I 
should be precisely mthe situation of the Presidents of Mad- 
ias and Bombay, but without a Council Such bemg (as I 
hope it will) the spurt of my instructions, the words of my 
commission can signify veiy little For I am so perfectly 
convinced of the necessity of all the parts of the Great Indo- 
British Empire being actuated by one spirit, that I shall con- 
sider myself exactly in the same situation with the Govern- 
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ments of Madras and Bombay, not only in effect, but even m 
foim, as far as the consciences of the Crown lawyeis, and the 
King’s Ministeis will allow In all piobability (whethei we 
keep the island oi no), I shall be the last King’s Governoi of 
it, and as I hope to lemain all that time undei youi direc- 
tion, I tiust that the anomalous natuie of my situation will 
not occasion any uiconvemence to eithei of us 

I have the honoui in the meantime to lemaiii, with the 
gieatest lespect and legaid. 

My deal Loid, 

Youi most obedient nid faithful Seivant, 
Fklderic North 


No XII 

fo the Earl of Muuimgtun 

My dear Lord, Bombay, 6tli June, 17‘W 

I have written another piivate lettei to the Goveinoi Ge- 
neral, who, I suppose, will wish to account foi the aiinal in 
India of a peison unhouseled, unappomted, unannealed as I 
am, with seven oi eight nioie of Ins Majesty’s Seivants in 
embiyo, who, like myself, have as yet no secuiity foi their 
employment but the woid of Ministers, a sea voyage offoiu 
months, and the expense of necessary preparations Fiom a 
conversation which I had with you last summer, I should 
imagine that my appointment to the government of Ceylon 
would not suipiise you Mi Dundas, however, did not com- 
municate his intentions on that subject to me till very late in 
November Too favourable an idea of the resouices of that 
island had at that time made him lesolve on keeping it en- 
tirely m the Kmg’s hands , of which system, however, moie 
matuie leflection made him see the inexpediency and, as it 
was thought impossible to treat about a possession aheady 
ceded to the Company, he at length determined to retain the 
government and the soveieignty foi the Ciown, but he gave 
up to the Company the entire administration and disposal 
of the revenue, instiucting at the same time the future Go- 
vernor to consider himself as undei the direction of the 
Governor General How this was to be accomplished was 
taken ad njuendum , but the unfoitunate person destined 
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to that employment, togethei with the feecietaiy to the Go- 
vernment, and the Cleiks in the office, was obliged to set out 
fioni London in Januaiy, and fiom the Isle of Wight in 
Fehiuaiy, undei the a&suiance of finding commissions and 
instiuctions at Bombay As om passage has been lathei a 
shoit one, I am not suipiised at the non-aiiival of those veiy 
necessaiy papeis, and as, in the shoit time of my seivice, I 
have had many pi oofs of the spuit of patience and long suf- 
feiing with which the pubhc officeis aie blessed, from the 
chiefs to the lowest cleiks, m lespect to the expedition of 
mstruments, which vulgar minds would have piepaied, writ- 
ten, and dispatched m half an houi , I cannot say that I shall 
be much astonished if I do not receive them these three 
months What I am moie anxrous about is the substance 
and nature of them There are so many objections to be 
made to every arrangement hitherto proposed, and such con- 
siderable changes appear to have taken place in the inten- 
tions of Government, (if one may judge from the speeches of 
then fiiends in the India House) since I left London, that I 
am perfectly uncertain how the business will be settled At 
the same time I have the satisfaction of knowing that I have 
taken every step m my power to rendei every possible ariange- 
ment easy and simple My appointments are to be ten thou- 
sand a-year, commencmg from the day of my embarkation, 
which was the thiity-fiist of Januaiy Those of Mr Cleg- 
horn three thousand, and those of the other gentlemen em- 
ployed, altogether fourteen hundred and fifty The Com- 
mander-m-Chief is, I hope, to be Lieutenant Governor , but 
that IS not quite certain I own that I think the sending out 
more Europeans than necessaiy to a Government so little 
hkely to remain with the Crown, may occasion much incon- 
venience, and I took care in my recommendations to avoid, as 
much as possible, any incumbrance to the Crown or the Com- 
pany on that head 

Lord Chve was expected to leave England in March or 
April I am glad to find that India has so many charms be- 
sides the heaux yeux de la cassefta, that men with sixteen 
thousand a-yeai m possession, and two and twenty thousand 
in expectancy are enamoured of her , and I am very glad that 
those charms were not discovered sooner lest my poor little 
island of cinnamon should have been carried off by some more 
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poweiM suitoi than an indigent youngei brothei But 
what leally gives me gieat pleasure is that Loid Clive is a 
veiy good-natuied, iight-headed, sensible man, and exactly 
the pel son we could wish foi — you, as a titbutary Prince, I 
as a neig hhoui mg Potentate 

I have little public news to tell you, and that little by no 
means corafoitable , eveiy body engaged in abusing the as- 
sessed taxes or the modifications in them Thieats of inva- 
sion on lafts of half a mile long by a quaitei bioad, which all 
but sailois think impossible , the fiist peei of the realm toast- 
ing the sovereignty of the people at a Jacobin meeting, and a 
great depression of spirits (God knows why) thioughout the 
country, are what I left m England, Since that a Portu- 
guese ship we spoke with neai the Canaiies, informed us that 
the Spanish fleet was at sea, and Lord St Vincent’s gone 
after it 

Youi dear countiy, Ireland, is as troublesome as evei , 
though the new Conimandei-in-Chief seems to be liked both 
by castle and countiy It is repoited that the Chancellor 
and the Goveininent theie are no loiigei veiy cordial, but I 
do not absolutely know the truth of that lepoit 

In Fiance a new F>uctido> was every moment expected, in 
which Baiids and Fian9ois de Neufchateau, the new Mo- 
del atists, would probably be sent to Guiana Switzerland 
had been invaded, made peace with, and invaded again, and 
Rome was on the point of being devoured by an iiiuption of 
Cispadanes, and Fiance, on a pretence of a not at Rome 
eMcuted by themselves, in which a French General was miii- 
^eied, the fate of the Gei man Empire was uncertain, so 
was the disposition of the new King of Prussia. At first it 
had a favourable appearance, but politics are so profligate at 
present, that a share of plunder may overturn the wisest and 
honestest determinations 

Believe me ever with the sinceiest legaid. 

My dear Lord, 

Youi most obedient laithfiil Servant, 

Fkederic North 
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No XIII 

To Geneiul Hams 

My Deae Sir, Foit William, 9th June, 1798 

Although I imagine that the enclosed Pioclamation must 
have reached you, I think it most advisable to transmit a copy 
of It to you Theie seems to be so little doubt that the Pio- 
claniation really was published at the Mauiitius, that it must 
become a matter of seiious discussion between this Govern- 
ment and Tippoo How such a discussion may terminate it 
IS utteily impossible to say Perhaps the result of it may be 
to prove that M Malaitic has exaggeiated, or wholly misre- 
presented the intentions of Tippoo , but on the othei hand, 
if Tippoo should choose to avow the objects of his embassy 
to have been such as aie described in the Proclamation, the 
consequences may be very serious, and may ultimately involve 
us m the calamity of war I wish you to be apprised of my 
apprehensions on this subject, and to prepare your mind for 
the possible event You will, therefore, turn youi attention 
to the means of collecting a force, if necessity should unfoi- 
tunately lequire it, but it is not my desire that you should 
proceed to take any pubhc steps towards the assembling of 
the aimy before you receive some further mtimation from me 
I have the honoui , &c. 

Mornington 


No XIV 

Extract fiom a Minute of the Gov Geneial, \_FinanciaT\ 12//i June, 1798 
In uigmgthe necessity of attempting the reduction of our 
expences, I do not mean to recommend that species of impro- 
vident economy which in this country, above all others, would 
ultimately prove real profusion, and the source of every abuse 
I do not mean to deprive persons holding laborious and res- 
ponsible stations of the hbeial reward to which they are justly 
entitled, and which ought upon every ground, both of pohcy 
and justice, to fuimsh them with the means of acquiring a com- 
petent fortune, and of leturnmg to then native country within 
a model ate period of service This principle m my opinion is 
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the foundation of the present system of government in India , 
and it should always be held sacied and inviolable in eveiy 
attempt to levise the Indian establishments On the othei 
hand, it is difficult to believe, that establishments of such 
magnitude and intricacy as those of the Biiti&h Empire m 
India, should not in the couise of time require frequent le- 
vision 

Without theiefore pledging myself to the amount of any 
saving which may ultimately appeal piacticable, I piopose 
immediately to commence a geneial levision of all pubhc 
estabhshments of Bengal, and to duect the adoption of a 
similar measure at Madias and Bombay, as well as at all our 
suboidinate settlements, and in all our recent acquisitions 
from the enemy 

My intention is that the levision of the Civil Establish- 
ment of Bengal, should be made under my own immediate 
superintendence, with the assistance of the acting President 
of the Board of Revenue, Mi Bebb, one of the Members of 
the Board of Tiade, and the Accountant General, &c 
Mr Tucker sub-secietary in the Judicial and Revenue De- 
partment 

These gentlemen, I propose to appoint to be a committee 
foi the puipose alieady mentioned, Mr Tucker to act as Se- 
cretary to the Committee 

The proceedings of the Committee may be laid before the 
Boaid, either when the enquiry shall be completed, or occa- 
sionally, as circumstances may require 

No better principles can I think be prescribed for the con- 
duct of the proposed measuie, than those laid down m the 
minute of Lord Cornwallis, recorded on the proceedings (v No 
18 ) in the secret and separate department of the 31st January, 
1788, when the last general revision of the Establishments 
under this Presidency took place 

I recommend, theiefore, that the Committee shall be 
furnished with such parts of those pioceedmgs as relate to 
the Civd Estabhshments, together with copies of all papers 
relating to the alterations which have been subsequently 
made on them , in order that the Commrttee may know the 
grounds on whrch all the existing Establishments have been 
formed, and consequently may be able to judge, how fai 
change ol cucumstances or any other cause, may have ren- 
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deied any alteiation necessaiy, eithei in the constitution of 
any Department of Government, oi in the allowances annexed 
to any existing ofiice Any lelief in the Mditaiy blanch of 
oui expences, must aiise eithei fiom reductions in the effec- 
tive stiength of the Aimy, oi in the number of Tioops on 
field allowances, oi fiom the lefoim of any Offices oi Official 
Establishments, which may be found supeifluous 

A 1 eduction of oui effective stiength, attended with any 
degree of danger to the public safety, would fiustiate its own 
object On the other hand, whenevei it shall appeal, that 
the circumstances -which led to the late augmentation of oui 
Mihtaiy Establishments no longer exist, and that no new 
causes have arisen to lequiie the mamtenance of so laigc a 
foice, it will be oui duty to relieve the finances of this Go- 
vernment from that part of our heavy Military charge 

It will be my care to watch with the utmost degree of 
anxiety, the favouiable moment when this desirable measure 
may be adopted, without mcuriing that risk, which might 
defeat its expected effects 

Without entering into any minute detail of the actual state 
of the Political system of India, it will be sufficient to observe, 
that, although I perceive no circumstance either in the pre- 
sent disposition, 01 in the actual stiength and condition of 
the Native Powers, which should afford reason to apprehend 
the approach of hostilities from any quarter, I do not tlimk 
it 'Consistent with prudence to reduce our Army, until we 
shall have been enabled to ascei tain with moi e accui acy the 
designs of Tippoo Sultan, and of Zemaun Shah, and until the 
settlement of the Piovince of Oude shall have acquired more 
vigour and consistency In the mean while, howevei, I re- 
quest that the Commander in Chief, will undertake on the 
principles piesciibed by Lord Cornwallis in the mmute of the 
31st January, 1788, the revision of such parts of the Mih- 
taiy Establishments as are neither connected with the effec- 
tive strength of the Army, nor with the pay and allowances 
of the different Ranks fixed by the Honorable the Court of 
Duectors, and by this Government 

l^At present, I shall propose to reduce merely two articles of 
our Military Charges, which rest on grounds entuely distinct 
fiom any to which I have adverted 

The first, the regiment of Hindostannee cavalry, purchased 
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foi two lacs of lupees fiom Mi De Boigne, in Febiuary, 
1796, which I piopose to tian&fei to the Nabob Viziei on 
the same teims 

I am awaie that it is desii able to reduce rather than to aug- 
ment the foice of the Viziei Whatevei troops, liowevei, it 
may be thought advisable foi him to maintain, should be 
capable of effective seivice, this legiment may be substituted 
in the loom of any othei corps that he may be induced to 
disband 

The tioops now quaiteied m the Foit of Allahabad, aie 
I undeistand at present upon the Viziei’s allowances, and the 
Commandei in Chief has stated to me sufficient reasons, foi 
continuing that indulgence to them until the 1st August nevt, 
but fiom that peiiod I think it would be advisable (and I 
have the satisfaction to state the conciiiient opinion of the 
Commander-in-Chief, as will appear by his minute upon tins 
subject), that those allowances should cease, and that in 
future the gaiiison of Allahabad, should receive the same 
allowances with that of Chunai Quarters will of course be 
provided for the European tioops at Allahabad, and no lea- 
son can exist against placing them in every respect on the 
same footing with those attached to the gaiiison oi Chunai-' 

The revision of the several branches of our revenue may 
very properly be lefeiied to the same Committee appointed 
to revise our Civil Establishments under my inspection It is 
not possible to foim any accurate estimate of the improve- 
ment of our resources which maybe the result of such an in- 
qmiy , I am aware that the demand of Government on the 
landholders is fixed nr peipetuity, and consequently that no 
addition can be made to the land i evenue Even under dif- 
ferent cii cumstances, I would not i ecommend any additional 
assessment, considei mg the land to be already taxed as highly 
as IS consistent with the interests ot the Company and the 
prosperity of the country Perhaps, however, regulations for 
acceleiating the recovery of outstanding balances might be 
devised, without injury or oppression to the landholders, or 
to the cultivators of the soil 

The customs, the stamp duties and the tax on spirituous 
liquors, may admit of considerable improvements either in the 
mode of collection, or by the variation of the rates, and other 
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souices of levenue may be devised without injuiy to the 
countiy 

In diiectmg the extension of these measures to the Piesi- 
dencies of Foit St Geoige and Bombay, I shall propose the 
legulations of then civil and mihtaiy establishments on the 
same luniciples of justice and libeiality which constitute the 
lules of this Government It will also be a leading object of 
my propositions on this pait of the subject to connect with 
the lefoim of the Civil Establishments of Fort St George 
and Bombay, and of oui teiiitoiies upon the coast of Mala- 
bar, the intioduction of the system of internal administra- 
tion of justice and collection of revenue established in Bengal 
with so much advantage to the Goveinment and to the people 

The extension of this system to oui possessions upon the 
coast is an object of gieat anxiety to the authoiities in 
England 

Undei all the circumstances of the pie sent moment, I do 
not think it would be advisable to propose the i eduction of 
any pait of the effective strength of our aimies on the Coast 
of Coi omandel oi Malabai 

The Governments of Foit St Geoige and of Bombay 
should be directed to revise the seveial branches of then 
revenue in the same manner as shall be adopted at this Pre- 
sidency , I trust that I shall find in the Governments of Foit 
St Geoige and of Bombay, as well as m then Servants se- 
lected for the execution of these important measures, the 
same degiee of zeal for the public interests and of alacrity in 
promoting then improvement, which I have had the satisfac- 
tion to observe in every department of the Company’s Service 
in Bengal The situation of our affaiis, although happily 
exempt from any immediate danger of the calamity of war, 
demands the most spuited exertions of every upright Ser- 
vant of the Company, as well as the cordial co-operation of 
of every sincere fnend to the piospeiity of the British in- 
terests in India 


Mornington 
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No XV 

To Tippoo Sultaun — H'utten the lAth June, 1798 
Immediately on my anival in Bengal Su Aimed Clarke 
communicated to me yoiii fiiendly letter to liim, stating that 
some people of the Coorgah countiy, having descended fiom 
the woods and mountains, had fixed then lesidence m the 
villages of Kauntamunghe and Colooibogee, &c 

[^Recapitulate the contents of the lettet ] 

Su Alured Claike has also communicated to me your 
answei to the lettei fiom the late Goveinoi-Geneial, Sir 
John Shoie, lespecting the claims of the Company and of your 
Highness to the distiict of Wynaad, hoideiing on Tambet- 
cheiry Being anxious to afibid you eveiy proof in my 
powei of my sincere desiie to maintain the good understand- 
ing which had so long subsisted between your Highness and 
the Company, I made it one of the fiist objects of my atten- 
tion to examine all the papeis existing on the Company’s re- 
coids, as well respecting Wynaad as the district of Sauleali, 
in which it appeals that Kau]|ltamungle and Coloorbajee aie 
situated From these papeis ^find that not only the right to 
the distiicts of Wynaad and Sauleah has remamed in 
doubt, but also to the distiict of Amerah, and Ersawaraseemy, 
and to some othei considerable territoiies on the side of 
Malabai Your Highness is well awaie that it is a maxim 
among states who are sincerely disposed to maintain the lela- 
tions of amity and peace, to bung all contested points of this 
nature to a speedy determination A seasonable and tem- 
perate discussion of those differences of opinion, which must 
occasionally arise between Powers of the most pacific disposi- 
tion, tends to prevent quairels between then subordinate 
officeis, and to obviate the imsiepiesentations which each 
party is apt in such cases to make to the respective Govern- 
ments This is the most friendly as well as the mostpiudent 
couise, and will always defeat the views of interested and 
designing persons, who may wish to foment jealousy, and to 
disturb the blessing of peace For this object Lord Corn- 
walhs, the Nawab Nizam Ah Kliaun, and the Peishwa Pun- 
dit Peid’haun wisely provided in the treaty of peace con- 
cluded with youi Highness at Seiingapatam, by establishing 
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a legularmode of bunging to an amicable adjustment, with 
the knowledge and appiobation of all paities, any questions 
which might heieafter arise between youi Highness and any 
of the allies lespecting the boundaiies of youi adjacent tern- 
tones I am peisuaded that it is youi Highness’s disposition 
to maintain faithfully youi pubhc engagements with the Com- 
pany On my pait you will always meet with a leligious ad- 
herence to eveiyaiticle of the tieaties subsisting between us. 
On this occasion, theiefoie, it is mymtention to depute a 
respectable and discieet peison to meet, upon youi fiontier, 
such of youi oflicei s as youi Highness may please to name, 
for the puipose of confeiiing togethei, of discussmg the 
grounds of the respective claims, and of satisfymg each othei 
on all points lespecting which any doubts may be entei tamed 
on eithei side 

It would not be consistent with your Highness’s high le- 
putation foi justice and good faith to lefuse to enter into this 
candid investigation , I theiefoie entertain no doubt that as 
soon as you shall have fully understood the nature of this 
repiesentation you will aftoid every facility to the conduct of 
the necessaiy inquiries, and will use yom endeavours to 
bring them to a speedy determination , and for this purpose 
that you will, without delay, direct your officers at Koual 
Bunder (or Mangalore) to enter into conference with those 
deputed by the managers of the Honourable Companj’s 
affairs on the coast of Malabar The result of the confer- 
ences will he communicated to me by the Government of 
Bombay with all practicable dispatch, and you may rely 
upon it, that after regular discussion shall have taken place, 
according to the established law of nations, and to the piac- 
tice umfoimly observed on eveiy occasion of disputed boun- 
dary which has arisen between your Highness and the allies 
since the conclusion of the Tieaty of Senngapatam, I will 
not suspend foi one moment the full acknowledgment of 
whatever shall appear to be your just right 
In the meantime, as the distiicts of Amerah and Souleah 
have been in the possession of the Coorgah Rajah foi seveial 
years, your Highness will no doubt see the propriety and 
justice of recalling the tioops sent into the neighbourhood of 
Souleah, Youi Highness must be sensible that until I have 
been satisfied of the justice of yom claims in a icgulai and 
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amicable mannei, I will nevei sulFei any of the Company’s 
allies 01 dependants, whose countiy and inteiests I considei 
to he in eveiy respect the same as those of the Company, to 
be foicibly depiived ofteiiitoiies of which they have so long 
held possession With the most coidial disposition to main- 
tain the inteicouise of fiiendship with youi Highness, I tiust 
that I shall always meet an equal letuin on youp pait, and 
theiefore I cannot but lament that yom Highness did not 
immediately lesoit to the established channels of peaceable 
negociation, in place of stationing a mihtaiy foice upon the 
fiontieis of the teiiitoiy possessed hy an ally of the Com- 
pany Confident, howevei, that yom Highness, upon a full 
leview of all the ciicumstances of the case, will be equally 
inclined with myself to confoira to the dictates of justice, I 
am satisfied that aftei our lespective olRceis shall have con- 
feiied together, and explamed to each othei all matters that 
lemaiii in doubt, we shall have no difficulty in teiminatmg 
these long depending questions to oui mutual satisfaction 
(A tiue copy) Mornington 

N B Edmonstone, Pei sian Ti anJatoi to Gov 


No XVI 

Ewtinrt of Lettei fiom the Seciet Committee of the Couit of Diiectoii, to 
the Goveinoi -Gene) al in Council of Bengal, dated June, 1798 * 

“ We take the eailiest oppoitumty of acquainting you that 
we have received information from His Majesty’s ministers 
that a very laige aimament of ships, tioops, military stoies, 
&c has been lately fitted out at Toulon, and that it sailed 
fiom thence on the 19th ult Although the ultimate object 
of this aimament has not been asceitained, it is not impro- 
bable, fiom many circumstances that have tianspiied, and 
fiom the spirit of daiing adventure by which the French 
have been actuated dining the piesent wai, that its destma- 
tion may be foi India, either (having first taken possession of 
Egypt) by way of the Red Sea, oi by Bussoia His Majesty’s 
ministei shave therefore informed us, that immediate measures 


Receivod by the Goveinor General in 
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will be taken foi a consideiable augmentation of the Euiopean 
foice in the East Indies, you may therefore expect that not 
less tlian 4,000 seasoned and disciplined tioops, and peihaps 
a laigei number may be sent to the Company’s settlements 
with all possible expedition, part of which will, we trust, 
leach India not many months after the receipt of this des- 
patch Should the expedition, notwithstanding the measiues 
taken by Ills Majesty’s Government to inteicept and defeat 
it in the Mediterianean, leach Egypt, and be destined foi 
India by either of the loutes we have mentioned, a part of 
His Majesty’s fleet, consisting of two men of war and pio- 
hably a sloop, now under dispatch foi India, will be oideied 
to be stationed in the Stiaits of Babelmandel, and in the 
Gulph of Peisia, foi the puipose of intercepting any foice 
that may be proceeding to India that way 

A copy of a Proclamation, issued at the Mauritius in the 
month of March last, has been transmitted to our several 
presidencies by Mi Pringle, the Company’s agent at the Cape 
of Good Hope We are unable to judge whether this Pro- 
clamation be m reality what its import declares it to he, and 
Tippoo has really conceived any hostile designs against the 
Biitish empiie in India, or intended merely as a feint, with a 
view to embroil us with that prince Oui respective Govern- 
ments will, of course, have taken suchpiecautionaiymeasuies 
in consequence as appeared to them necessary and applicable 
to existmg circumstances 

" Oui empire in the East has ever been an object of jea- 
lousy to the French, and we know that then former Govein- 
ment entertained sanguine hopes of being able to leach India 
by a shorter passage than round the Cape of Good Hope, 
and we have no doubt that the present Government would 
risk a great deal, and even adopt measures of a most enter - 
piising and uncommon nature, for the chance of reducing, if 
not annihilating, the British power and consequence in that 
quarter of the world To effect this, without the aid and 
previous conceit of one of the Indian Poweis, seems ahnost 
impossible, and would scarcely be attempted In the present 
situation of India, Tippoo appears to be the fittest instru- 
ment to be employed in the furtherance of such ambitious 
projects 

“ It IS highly improbable that Tippoo should have entered 
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into any league with the French without some apparent pie- 
paiation on his pait of an hostile natuie in fuitherance of 
their designs If such, theiefoie, shall have been tlie case, it 
would be neithei piudenl noi politic to wait foi actual hosti- 
lities on his pait We theiefoie recommend, that if you shall 
not have adopted the necessary measuies for bringing Tippoo 
to a satisfactory explanation before the receipt of this des- 
patch, that you should immediately take the proper steps for 
so doing, accompanying this inquiry with such a disposition 
ot youi foice as may give effect to it, and should you judge, 
either from his answers, or from the steps he is taking, that 
his designs aie such as the French Proclamation represents, 
and that he is making preparations to act hostilely agamst us, 
we thmk it will be more advisable not to wait for such an 
attack, but to take the most immediate and most decisive 
measuies to carry our arms into our enemy’s country, not 
failing at the same tune to make known to the Powers in alli- 
ance with us the necessity of such measure, and that we have 
not in view a wanton attack upon our inveterate enemy with a 
design to augment our own power, but a necessary and justifi- 
able defence of our own possessions, and calling upon them 
for the assistance they are under engagements to furnish us 
“ But although we have thus recommended eneigy, firm- 
ness, and decision in your conduct towards Tippoo, we rely 
upon your using the latitude allowed you m the preceding para- 
giapli with the utmost discretion, that we may not bemvolved 
in a war in India without the most inevitable necessity, of 
which necessity we leave you to be the sole judges And as 
it IS impossible for us to conjecture, should either the Pro- 
clamation circulated at the Mauritius be founded, or the force 
now in the Mediterranean be really destined for India, what 
measuies the implacable revenge and rash enterprise of the 
French may induce them to undertake against the British 
power m India , we can only exhort our several Governments 
to be constantly upon then guard, and watchful against sur- 
prise, by not only keeping the troops ui perfect order for 
action, and oiii forts and garrisons m constant prepaiations of 
defence, but if it shall appear necessary, by encouraging mi- 
litary associations amongst oui civil servants and others, as in 
this country, which may be prepared to act on any emergency, 
and in carefully keeping in view every channel through which 
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It may be pobsible fox Fiance to get an Euiopean force out to 
India, and taking piecautionaiy measuies to pievent it 

“ We have tiansmitted copies of this despatch to oiii Go- 
vernments of Madias and Bombay ” 


No XVII 

To Gene/al Ilauis 

My Dear Sir, Foit William, June 20, 1/98 

You have befoie this tune leceived my lettei inclosing 
M Malai tic’s Pioclamation, and advising you of the probabi- 
lity of iny being undei the necessity of making a serious 
lepiesentatioii to Tippoo Sultaun on that subject I now 
take the eailiest oppoitimity of acquainting you with my 
final deteimination I mean to call upon the allies without 
delay, and to assemble the aimy upon the coast with all pos- 
sible expedition You will leceive my public mstructions in 
the couise of a few days Until you have leceived them it 
will not be piopei to take any pubhc steps foi the assembling 
of the aimy, but whatever can be done without a disclosuie 
of the ultimate object, I authorise you to do immediately, in- 
tending to appiise you by this letter that it is imj positive 
i esolution to assemble the army upon the coast I wish to 
leceive from you, by express, a state of the foice which 
you can put in motion mimediately, and within what tune you 
can make any laige additions to it 

By the same express you will also have the goodness to m- 
foim me what station you deem the best foi assembling a 
foice with a view of marching directly to Seimgapatam, and 
at what period the aimy must move foi that purpose, so as to 
reach Seimgapatam befoie the coast of Malabar shall become 
safe for the approach of any naval foice I will send you, as 
soon as possible, the largest supply in specie which I can 
piocuie If you could dispatch your answeis to my ques- 
tions by any fast-saihng vessel, and could send with youi 
answeis any inteUigent officer, who might be capable of 
entering into all the details of youi force , of the seasons, and 
all othei cmcumstances connected with the object of striking 
a sudden blow against Tippoo befoie he can leceive any fo- 
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reign aid, you would gieatly assist me in the aiiangement of 
my measures upon this seiious occasion 

You may rely upon my um emitting attention to whatevei 
communications you may make to me, and upon my most coi- 
dul suppoitin all your exeitions 
You will of course feel the absolute necessity of keeping 
the contents of this lettei secret 

Mornington 


No XVIII 

From, Genei al Hm i is to the Earl of Mm mngton 
My Dear Lord, Madias, 23rd June, 1798 

Youi lordship’s favour of the 9th is just leceived 
Sir Hugh Christian sent the Pioclamation to this Govern- 
ment by the same oppoi tumty as to yours, and we had the 
honom to forward youi lordship om answei to Su Hugh 
the 7 th instant 

For my own pait I have no doubt (as matteis now stand 
with the French) but Tippoo will explain away our just 
grounds of complaints, although I am convinced he has com- 
nutted himseK to the full extent of the Proclamation. 

His inveteiacy to us will only end with his life, and he will 
always seize any oppoi tumty that offeis to annoy us , but, 
notwithstandmg this, and that the pohtical circumstances of 
India aie now much m our favour, it perhaps still remains a 
matter of serious consideration whether, m our very great 
want of cash, and the effect our being engaged in war in this 
country may have on the affairs in Europe, it would not be 
better that he should be allowed to make the amende honor- 
able if he be so mchned, than that we should avail oui selves 
of the enor he has run into, and endeavour to punish him 
for his insolence On my part youi loidship may depend on 
my following your instructions most implicitly In respect of 
my seciecy on the point, and until I hear fuithei fiom you 
I shall only quietly move a battahon or two towards the pomt 
of assembly, and one of which was predetermined for the 
place it now will go to The 36th might move from Pondi- 
cherry to Ainee, as we have in the latter unoccupied bar- 

VOL I F 



THE EARIj or MORNINGTON 


June, 


racks foi Euiopeans, but foi this I must wait Six' Alured 
Claike’s final deteimination on that corps A supply of 
giam to oui gaiiisong is actually in foiwardness accoiding to 
regulation, and it will be veiy easy to make additions wheie 
necessaiy, without any suspicions aiising 

It was verj pleasing to hear that youi lordship has some 
cash to send us , but it is necessaiy you should understand, 
that the whole mentioned will not more than make up our 
known deficiency to the end of Septembei, and oui debts aie 
so mjurious to oui ciedit, that until something is done m 
liquidation of them, we cannot expect to laise a iiipee by 
loan 

With the gieatest respect and esteem, &c &c 

George Harris 


No XIX 

The Ea>l of Moi mngtun to General Har)n 
My Dear Sir, Fort William, 26tli June, 1798 

You will have leceived my public and piivate lettei s re- 
spectmg the late conduct of Tippoo Sultaun, and the steps 
to be taken in consequence I wish you would furnish to 
me, without delay, any intelligence which you may have re- 
ceived respecting the puhhcation of the Proclamation at 
the Mauiitius, oi the conduct of the ambassadors of Tippoo 
duiing their residence in that island I also wish to receive 
your latest advices lespectmg the state of Tippoo’s force, and 
of his actual preparations foi war I am soiiy that youi 
Government should have addressed to Admiral Raimei a 
lettei which my public duty compels me to disapprove. You 
know the sincerity of my wish to support the authority and 
dignity of the Government of Fort St. Geoige, which I con- 
sidei to be mtimately and inseparably connected with my 
own. But the general protection of India belongs to me, 
and forms one of the most material blanches of my arduous 
responsibility In the discharge of this duty I shall always 
expect to be assisted by the co-operation of the other presi- 
dencies, but if they ofiTei opinions to the commanders of His 
Majesty’s squadions with respect to the distributions of the 
naval force for the general purposes of defence, without re- 
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feience to me, or any pievious knowledge of my intentions, 
the utmost degree of confusion must be the result, and my 
views foi the pubhc safety must be wholly defeated The 
public lettei which I have sfent to yoit in Councd upon this 
occasion is intended as a geneial lule for the conduct of the 
Government of Foit St Geoige on all similar occasions, and 
I tiust that you Will have the goodness to recommend the 
obseivance of this lule both to yom Council and youi suc- 
cessoi Without full previous communication on all points 
of this natuie, theie can be no hope of oui serving the pubhc 
with advantage or ciedit Nothing could have given me 
moie pain than the necessity of authoiising a word in any 
of my pubhc lettei s which might bear the appeal ancc of a 
sentnnent of disappiobation of the conduct of the Govern- 
ment of Foit St. George, undei youi admimstiation , but I 
felt it the more necessary, by a pubhc expression of my 
opinion, to prevent the measure to which I have adverted, 
from becoming a precedent You will not suppose that such a 
feeling of pubhc duty can be at all connected with any dimi- 
nution of my respect and esteem for you ; sentiments which I 
shall always letain, and which I am happy on every occasion 
to avow 

Mornington 


No XX 

General Hams to the Earl of Mornington 
My dear Lord, Madias, 6th July, 1798 

I received your Loidship’s favour of 20th ult late on 
Tuesday evening, the 3d inst , and I must confess that the 
momentous impoitance and magnitude of the subject created 
reflections which for a time totally absorbed every other 6on- 
sideration Adverting, however, to your Lordship’s wish of 
speedy communication, and really myself thinking it of infinite 
consequence, my first step was to counteimand the Bombay 
frigate, on the eve of sailing as convoy to a transport with 
stores for the fleet, and which the Victonous took charge of 
I then directed ray thoughts to find such a description of 
person as your Lordship was desirous should accompany my 
answer, and did not hesitate in fixing on Major Beatson as 
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paiticulaily qualified to give youi Loidship the fullest satis- 
faction on eveiy point that you may refei to his judgment. 
Revolving the subject of the 20th June in my mind most 
part of the night, the magnitude of the difficulties to be 
encounteied in an attempt to stiike a sudden blow befoie he 
can receive any foreign aid, by the cessation of the monsoon, 
on the othei coast, ocean ed to me so foicibly, and have by 
subsequent reflection become so deeply impressed upon my 
mind, that I should think myselt culpable if I did not men- 
tion my thoughts on the subject, even though youi Loidship 
had not lequested infomation fiom me Although the same 
points have unquestionably occuiied to youi Loidship, yet 
the piactical experience of them may leadily be supposed to 
have made stiongei mipiessions on my mind than any idea 
of them that could have been conveyed by a diffeient way to 
your Loidship 

The dilatoimess, indecision, and cowaidice of oui alhes 
are beyond belief to those who have not been eye-witness 
to these qualities m them, and theie is a moral assuiance 
that not one of them will take the field, oi be of the least use 
to us, even admitting that then own situation presented no 
obstacle to then joining us at any period, until we have 
seemed a position to cover then advance, or gamed a de- 
cided advantage over Tippoo Thus they acted with Lord 
Cornwallis, and as that conduct was governed by principles 
which have mideigone no change, a repetition of it must be 
expected 

Fiom these data it is to be argued that any sudden blow 
must proceed entirely from oin selves, and this cannot, I con- 
ceive, be attempted without a veiy laige leinforcement from 
Bengal, aided by the Bombay aimy When the leinfoi ce- 
ment fiom your Presidency could join us I need not speak 
of, but the Bombay aimy could not begin to assemble until 
the cessation of the monsoon on the othei coast, the period 
at which I understand that youi Loidship had hoped the 
important object in view would be in an advanced state of 
accomplishment The last is a difliculty that might perhaps 
be leiideied of less importance by youi Lordship’s exertion 
in despatching a moie ample force from Bengal, but the 
difficulties which pi ess here aie, I feai, insupeiablc 
Didft and carnage cattle, even for the defensive aimy, in 
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Statement, No. 1, cannot be collected, to enable us to do 
moie than meiely leach the Baramahal before the monsoon 
in October, oi to lepel the incursion of an enemy No 2, 
liom Mr. Cockbuin, the best infoimed man, peihaps, in India 
on this subject, fixes neaily the same peiiod foi the equip- 
ment of the defensive aimy , but such a foice as should be 
capable of undei taking the siege of Seimgapatam with a 
reasonable prospect of success, could not in all pi obabihty 
leach the place befoie the 1st of Februaiy 

The last point I have to observe on is certainly the most 
material, — the feeding the army when it has airived at the 
point we wish This difficulty obliged Lord Cornwallis to 
relinquish the idea of besieging Seringapatam the first time 
he maiched against it, and but foi the almost despaired of 
co-operation of the Mahrattas, it would have been doubtful 
whether he would evei have been able to letuin to it again 
These considerations, the little dependence to be placed 
on our allies, and the facility of commumcation with the 
Bombay aimy by Puhgautcheiy, with the importance of 
possessing the Coimbatore country, inchne me at present to 
be of opinion, that when we engage in this momentous un- 
der takmg, it will be advisable to do it to the southward, 
by attemptmg the Cauverypoiam Pass , but this pomt, and 
the seasons foi the junction of the aimies of the diffeient 
coasts, and for the final enter prize to be undertaken, — how 
far the aid of the Nizam and Mahrattas, or one or other, 
may be essential to oui success in the attack’ — whethei it 
may be practicable to subsist an aimy during the siege with- 
out any assistance fiom those Native Powers’ — what posts 
should be selected for magazines, so as to have the shortest 
and most secure line of communication by which to receive 
supplies ’ — and the grand subject of Biinjaiies, whether the 
Native Powers assist us or not? — are considerations on which 
there is not now any time for me to enlarge further, but on 
which I can with confidence refer youi Lordship to Major 
Beatson foi solid information Youi Lordship will also find 
great assistance from Lieut -Colonel Scott , and on the sub- 
ject of feedmg and carnage, I know no one who can give 
more correct information than Captain Sandys, or on whom 
more dependence can be placed for honest execution of 
orders m that line Nothwithstandmg, however, the short-f 
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ness of time, and the fiid your Loidship ■will otheiwise have 
fiom the piactical knowledge of the thiee gentlemen I have 
named, I should have felt it incumbent on me to have stated 
my sentiments in a moie detailed and connected mannei, on 
a subject of such moment to the national inteiests, if youi 
Loidship had not the advantage of Sir Aluied’s complete 
knowledge of this aimy, and the lesouices of the Cainatic 
Upon the lattei subject youi Loidship is also peifectly in- 
formed, horn the pressing lepiesentations of this Govern- 
ment and the letter I had before the pleasuie to wiite to you, 
and both must have convinced you that the whole expense of 
the war must he home by youi Piesidency Youi Loidship 
may perhaps be inclined to send the Bombay back imme- 
diately with treasure , if not, I think it necessary to mention 
that we had intended to send her for Bombay when the 
season foi makmg a favourable passage should amve, in con- 
sequence of a communication from Mi Duncan, lepresenting 
how much they required her assistance on that coast Now, 
my Lord, having taken such a range of the subject as I tuist 
you will not be displeased with leceiving, I have only to 
assure you that, howevei I may think it light to pomt out 
difficulties, theie can be none in such of your orders as it 
may be my part to peifoim, which I shall not cheerfully and 
zealously attempt to overcome I should not, howevei , close 
this letter without informing your Loidship that I have 
apprized Admmal Raimer of the importance of preventing 
^y communication of the French with the Malabar coast 
The various subjects which press upon my mind m deli- 
berating upon this serious undei taking, and the urgent 
necessity of a prompt communication, lendei it far fionAm- 
piobable but that some points may have been impel fectly 
stated, if however, upon more mature consideration, any 
inaccuiacy shall appear to have crept in, youi Loidship may 
epend that I shall have candour immediately to acknowledge 
and correct the error ^ 

Be assured, my dear Lord, 

I am with esteem. 

Your Lordship’s faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo Harris. 
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P S. — For your Lordship’s ftuther mfoimation I send 
Colonel Close’s answei to the questions I put to him con* 
nected with this subject, to which I have subjoined such 
observations as have appealed to me necessary * 

I also send a memoiandum I have just leceived fioni 
Ml Webbe, in consequence of my request that he would 
state his sentmients in wilting upon the possible event of a 
war with the Sultan, owing to the Mauritius Pioclamation, 
and upon the practicability of striking a sudden blow against 
hmi before he could receive any foreign aid From the hui- 
iied peiusal which I have made of it, I observe that he has 
taken too paitial a view of a question of too gieat a magni- 
tude to be decided by oui present hiiiited means of know- 
ledge That he has assumed as a fact that the choice of 
peace foi some time to come, oi wai at the present peiiod, 
rests with us, not adverting to the piobability if Azim ul 
Omra be leally disaffected towards us, of his heieaftei join- 
ing Tippoo and the Fiench, and the equal chance of the 
Mahiattas being induced, when they aie able, to unite in tbe 
league against us, scaicely noticing the strong circumstance 
that the Islands can now afford him no farther aid, passing 
ovei the immense benefits that will be secured by success, 
and the advantage with which we shall enter upon a war 
having a perfect knowledge of his countiy, and possessing a 
strong chain of posts on our frontieis, with a faithful countiy 
in the lear , and, lastly, that the Fiench, at the conclusion of 
a peace, will possess the desire they now feel of subverting 
our Indian Empire, and that the Sultan will at that peiiod 
be fully prepared to assist then purposes, if he should not be 
now aiiested in his progress These, however, are consi- 
derations which belong to your Lordship’s better judgment 
to decide, and I should not have troubled you with the 
memorandum if I did not feel an anviety that you should be 
prepared to meet all the arguments which will be stated with 
so much virulence by the opposition at home against the 
author of the wai, if unfortunately we should be compelled 
to that calamity. 


See Appendix 
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[ No XXI 

From Mr Jonai JVebbe, Secretary to the Goveument of Madras 

6th July, 1793) 

Memorandum for Geneial Hams, in consequence of his late 
conveisation upon the possibility of an early lupture with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

That M Malartic’s Proclamation is genuine I have no 
doubt, because it is a teiinination peifectly consistent with 
an intrigue which, from lespectable intelligence at the time, 
theie was leason to believe on foot previous to the departuie 
of his ambassadors foi the Mauritius, but whethei we 
should take measuies at this peiiod foi punishing 01 prevent- 
ing the effect of this negociation, is the most momentous 
question which can be pioposed in this place Upon this 
question it is certainly my duty to state my ideas , but the 
shortness of time does not admit of any airangement 
As all questions of national wai should, I suppose, be de- 
teimined by the national inteiest, it is natuial to advert to 
the state in which India was placed by the Treaty of Seiing- 
apatam, because that state was consideied at the tune we had 
the means of changing it, as most advantageous to the Bri- 
tish mteiests The piinciple of oui policy then was, the pie- 
seivation of Tippoo as a Powei of India, and the balance 
between him, the Mahiattas, and the Nizam by our supeiioi 
influence and force. Whether this pimciple has been supei- 
seded by othei notions in Europe I know not, but whethei 
any attempt can now be made to mtioduce a new ordei of 
thmgs without a greatei dangei of evil than a chance of good, 
I doubt 

Tippoo, if he has not advanced in actual strength, has 
ceitainly the vantage ground the thiee other Powei s have 
certainly receded from the condition they were in at the 
Treaty of Sermgapatam The shock which the balance be- 
^een the Nizam and the Mahiattas sustained from the war- 
fare that was allowed to terminate in the Treaty of Kurdlah 
has driven him fi’om his position, and the distractions which 
have since prevailed at Poonah, incapacitate them fiom hold- 
ing then oidinaiy apheie, while the foice of the English is 
checked and retaided by the piessuie of the French war 
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In the discussions which took place upon the political state 
of India, when the expedition against Manilla was under con- 
templation, it was, I heheve, acknowledged that the confusion 
at that time in the Mahiatta empiie was such as to lender 
any exeition of then strength impiobable, or at least not 
formidable The subsequent confinement of NanaFuinavees, 
the eccentiic iiiegulaiity of young Scindia, and the want of 
powei in the Peishwa, ceitamly coiioboiated that notion, 
which, if it then left us little to apprehend from then enmity, 
can now give us little to expect from then fiiendship The 
only respectable pait of the Nizam’s foice is under the un- 
controlled command ot the French party that influence has 
increased, and whether oui ineition duiing the contest be- 
tween his Highness and the Mahiattas may have alienated 
the disposition which his mimsteis once luamfested towards 
ouis, whethei it is the natuial consequence of a pievailmg 
interest inimical to us, we have much reason, from Captain 
Kirkpatuck’s late coirespondence, to apprehend that our 
weight at Hyderabad is not great The Nizam’s iriegulai 
troops proved, duiing the last war, one of oui serious impe- 
diments his efficient foice could hai dly be employed, cer- 
tainly not trusted, undei the command of Perron In respect 
to ourselves, a very large proportion of the coast army is 
detached, our means of resouice curtailed by the war m 
Europe, and our ciedit in this country, at least upon this 
coast, bankrupt If, therefore, wrth all the advantages we 
possessed in the year 1790, with the hearty and effectual 
co-opeiation of the Mahiattas, and with the friendship of the 
Nizam, our operations agamst Tippoo were not made suc- 
cessful without the greatest difficulty, I am fearful that, 
under the general change of cucumstances whichl have men- 
tioned, and which I believe to be correct, an attack upon him 
now IS more likely to end in discomfiture than victory 

But let us descend to more particular considerations Al- 
though we have every leason to be satisfied that Tippoo’s 
army has been kept in a state efficient and prepared to meet 
the events, which there might be reason to expect fiom the 
general appeal ance of convulsion throughout India, yet in 
the same discussions on the subject of the Manilla expedi- 
tion, both Sii J Shore and Lord Hobait were of opmion 
that he was not likely to hazard a rupture without a veiy 
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laige leinfoicement fiom the French Whatever may be the 
object of Tippoo’s embassy to the Mauiitius, or whatevei 
may be the event of it in Euiope, the late intelligence fiom 
the islands, which leaves us no loom to doubt that the mill- 
taiy have been sent to Fiance, and the Fiench maxine dis- 
pel sed, satisfies me that no immediate co-opeiation can take 
place, and consequently, that no ruptme is to be appie- 
Jieiided but by our own piovocation 
This aigument I uige in the peifect conviction that during 
tins unpiecedented contest in Europe, peace in India is in- 
dispensably necessaiy, and that it ought not to be risked 
without the piospect of positive advantage If, howevei, it 
should be aigued, that this veiy conjunction of ciicumstances 
which I have mentioned, shoidd impel us to make an inune- 
diate effort against Tippoo, I answer that all our foimei 
united and unexampled exeitions weie made against Tippoo 
single, and unsupported by the Fiench , but, single and un- 
suppoited as he was, except by the natuial obstacles which 
oppose oui piogiess, the exeitions of the allies were only 
successful Foi this I refei to the chance by which Banga- 
lore fell, to the condition of Lord Cornwallis’s aimyhefoie 
the junction of the Mahiattas, in May 1791, to the difficulty 
with which the battering tiamwas advanced to Seringapatam 
in the second campaign, to the condition of the Bombay 
army, and to the state m which oui ovra army leturned after 
the conclusion of peace With the war well advanced, with 
oui piepaiations and ariangements on foot for twelve months 
hefoie, and with such a combmed alUance as may be now 
despaired of, it still cost Lord Coinwallis two campaigns 
befoie he could besiege Seringapatam 
From the mtrigues at Seringapatam, and the consequent 
embassy to the Isle of Fiance, I have no doubt that the 
Fiench emissaiies weie employed in peisuadmg Tippoo to 
hostilities with us, undei promises of immediate assistance 
This the Sultan appears to have considered insufficient 
ground to piovoke a wai , but if he should be piovoked to 
wai by us, I conceive theie would be a mateiial difference of 
circumstances , for though the Fiench imght find great dif- 
ficulty in peisuadmg him to war, fiom the gi’eat difficulty of 
fuimshmg the foice he requires, yet if he should be abso- 
lutely plunged into a wai, they would find it easily practicable 
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to foment and keep it alive Hostility with Tippoo, if it 
should be known befoie the conclusion of peace, would ine- 
vitably tend to piotiact the war m Emope, oi even to levive 
it if peace should have been made The Fiench, despamng 
pel haps of any successful attempt upon England itself, would 
leive nothing unattempted to subveit, or at least cm tail, our 
Indian empiie This aigument is of the moie force, because 
a veiy small inciease of Fiencb soldieis is a veiy mateiial 
addition to Tippoo’s stiength 

Tn the event of hostility, I take it for gianted the object will 
be to make it a wai of alliance against Tippoo I doubt that 
it is pi acticable to obtain the assistance of the Main attas 
the present disunion of the chiefs lenders a hearty co-opeia- 
tion impossible) The assistance of any paity, if even it could 
be peiauaded“^o risk the dangei of absence ftom its own 
teiiitoiies, might have the natural effect of throwing its ad- 
versaiies into the opposite scale If such an event should 
take place, the Mahi attas would remain, as they now are, 
balanced against each othei, while Tippoo, freed horn the 
appiehension of then united foice, would be at hberty to 
employ his whole cavahy against us^ It is known to eveiy 
officei in the field, that during the last war the Nizam’s 
cavahy weie a heavy mcumbiance to us, and if, notwith- 
standing the appaient change in Azim ul Omrah’s disposi- 
tions towards us, we should be disposed to lely on the fidehty 
of his Royal Highness’s infantry under the command of 
M Pen on, it is not extravagant to anticipate an event which 
has aheady happened, that maiching into the Mysore 
country with his Highness in alliance, we were compelled to 
march back again with his Highness in alliance against us 
(in respect both to the Mahiattas and the Nizam, I think 
there IS no reasonable giound to expect effectual assistance 
fiom either until we should strike some signal blowy Neither 
of them were heaity in the cause during the last wai befoie 
the fall of Bangalore, 

Not to dwell upon the possible predicament m which we 
should be placed by a refusal of the allies to execute then 
engagements, let us look to oni own means of equippmg a 
force sufficient to support a remonstrance to Tippoo upon his 
embassy to M Malartic It must never be forgotten that 
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tlie aimy under General Medows in the month of November, 
1790, consisted of about 5,500 European and 18,400 native 
seamied men, and that even this aimy was augmented by 
troops hom Bengal befoie it mai died against Bangaloi e By 
the returns you have now leceived, a body of about 14,000 
men can be drawn together, including Lascais and pioneeis, 
a foice so inadequate to an offensive wai, that you could not 
ventuie to quit the Cainatic. From Ceylon you could draw 
no leinfoi cements , but, on the contiaiy, might be called upon 
to inciease the foice on that island in the event of oui aimy 
invading theMysoie country The whole leinforcement must 
be sent fiom Bengal, of what extent it coidd be we have no 
means of judging, but it is obvious that it must be so large 
as to place its arrival heie at a veiy remote distance The 
superiouty of Tippoo in cavalry, and the gieatei rapidity 
with which he moves, would lender it impracticable to 
proceed to the attack of Seringapatam without estabhshmg 
a systematic chain of posts foi depdts of stores and provi- 
sions That he has endeavoured to frustrate this is evident 
from his pohcy m the destruction of Ossoor and Bangalore, 
and in making Seringapatam his only or principal foitification 
By the foimei it is his intention to increase the difficulty of 
oui approach by lengthening the Ime of our operation, and 
by the latter to oppose such impediments as to make the cap- 
ture of Seringapatam impracticable in the course of one cam- 
paign The Cauverypoiam pass is yet unexplored, but I un- 
derstand that the route from thence to Seringapatam lies 
through a barren country, so much mteispeised with jungle 
as to be extremely ad veise to the march of an army The 
Gugulhelfel^ass is no longer thought of As nothmg there- 
fore short of the capture of Seringapatam can justly be con- 
sidered as striking an effectual blow agamst Tippoo, the 
achievement of any immediate success appears to me to be 
utterly impracticable 

This idea, then, of striking an immediate blow being aban- 
doned, let us look to the slow and regular equipment of an 
army for the invasion of Mysore The different corps could, 
I believe, be assembled at Walajahbad in about two months 
from the time of then being oideied to march. The equip- 
ment of bullocks for the army, with its tram of field artillery, 
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could not, accoiding to my estunation, be accomplished befoie 
the month of January, but in lespect to a tiain of batteiing 
guns, sufficient for the siege of Seiingapatam, I can form no 
notion , noi do I believe Mi Cockbmn can, of the time when 
it could be furnished with cattle This peiiod of the season 
(January) is, by the experience of Lord Cornwallis’s cam- 
paign, too late for the estabhshment of a depot at Bangalore 
and the siege of Seiingapatam in the same season, foi 
though we should be able to put Bangalore in a state to admit 
of its becoming a depot, we could not avoid being overtaken 
at Seiingapatam by the monsoon, which sets in in May 
Hence the necessity of a second season, and piobably of a 
second equipment of bullocks, befoie an efficient army could 
invest Seringapatara Supposmg it however there, and 
joined by the Bombay army (the difficulty of which it is here 
unnecessary to considei), I doubt whether theie are any well- 
gi ounded expectations that they could feed themselves The 
expel lence of Loid Cornwalhs’s aimy proves that we were 
unable to supply ourselves, oi to open our rear for the 
admission of Bnnjaiies until we had been joined by the 
Mahiatta aimy, and the whole country embraced 

At present there is no gram at Ainee or Velloi, and I be- 
heve no considerable quantity could be stored in the foits of 
the Baid-Mahal befoie the harvests of November The 
vessels which bung gram fiom the northern poits and from 
Bengal do not airive here before the months of September 
and Octobei 

Upon the whole there are sufficient grounds for concluding 
that the whole of the coast aimy which could be assembled 
would be mcapable of offensive operations, and that they 
could not be put in motion before the month of January 
How fdi, dnd at what peiiod, they may be in a condition to 
make a serious attack upon Tippoo must depend upon the 
extent and time of leinfoi cements fiom Bengal, and as 
nothing of consequence could be undertaken without them, 
the time of oui making any serious impiession must be pro- 
portionably delayed 

(Meanwhile the movement of oui tioops and militaiy pre- 
pmations could not escape the vigilance of Tippoo his le- 
souices die always more piompt than our own, and, asgieat 
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part of his aimy is said to be in a state of field equipment, 
our attempt to stiike a blow at him is likely to pioduce an 
invasion of the Cainatic befoie we aie in a situation to lesist 
him , foi, as Tippoo can, in my opinion, have nothing to 
apprehend fioip the Mahiattas, his whole attention will be 
diiected to us ) A compaiison between his own and his 
fathei’s wais, With the late expeiience of his own misfortunes, 
has taught him that oui stiength depends upon oui supplies 
The Cl ops of the Baia-Mahal would be his fiist object, and 
the consequences of such a pohcy, which he has manifested 
by the demobtion of Bangalore and Ossooi, might fix the 
wai m the Cainatic, until by the consumption of oui sup^ 
phes, and the failuic of our resouices, We should be com- 
pelled to accept his teims of peace 
When the wai of 1790 begun, the funded debt of tins 
Presidency was 17 lacks of pagodas, the Company’s ciedit 
high, and the late of interest lOw. Veiy large subscriptions 
were in consequence made within the course of a few days to 
a 13 pel cent loan , large supplies of dollars brought hithei in 
the Canton ships, and intended foi the China investment. Were 
converted to the purposes of the war, and immense remit- 
tances weie made from Bengal, as well m specie as by bills 
[At present the funded debt of this Presidency is 51 lacks of 
pagodas , the Company’s credit so low, that then eight per 
cent, paper bears a discount of 18 and 30 per cent , and the 
scarcity of money so great, that them 13 pei cent bonds do 
not pass but at a discount of 4 pei cent Eveiy mode has 
been tried without effect to raise money at this Presidency 
our only means of supply is from Bengal The bills which 
we have m consequence been long compelled to substitute 
for ready money payments have overstocked the maiket, and 
consequently pass at a discount After repeated and urgent 
apphcations for moimy, we have been disappointed for want 
of funds in Bengal ,yand at this very moment, when the ex- 
penses of the raihtary establishment for the ensuing months 
cannot be provided for without specie from thence, the only 
sum which we can confidently expect is, as I understand, 
immaterial m comparison with oui wants 
I The deficit in the present resources of this government is 
aV least 18 lacks of pagodasj the expense of an army of 
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14,000 men in the field is, pag® * , and the expense of 

piovidmg caiiiage foi them, pag® 34,700 pei month 

Nothmg can he moie uigent than our repiesentations to 
Bengal upon the state of oui finances, except the necessities 
which pioduced them It is a fact, that without assistance 
m money liom thence, our military expenses, upon the peace 
establishment, cannot be provided for beyond the month of 
September Cl am afiaid, therefore, that far from being in a 
state to equip an army for the field, we shall scarcely have 
the means of maichmg the dilFeient corps to Walajahbad, 
while the state of the treasury renders it utterly impracticable 
to make any suitable advance for draft and carnage cattle/ 

I have not studied to exaggeiate any part of this memo- 
randum, but seeing that^ui resources have,' by the mere 
opeiation of the war in Europe, (been reduced to a state of 
the greatest embarrassment/ and having no hope of eflfectual 
relief but in peace, I can anticipate none but the most baneful 
consequences from a war with Tippoo ^If this war is to be 
a vindication of our national rights, it is clear that we cannot 
undertake it m less than six months) and this delay, with a 
refer ence to our national interests, may probably admit of its 
being postponed till we attain sufficient strength to prosecute 
it with vigour ( But if war is inevitable, and the present are 
judged the most advantageous circumstances under which it 
can commence, I fear that our situation is bad beyond the 
hope of remedy 1 

This memoiaridum only reaches to that period at which 
your militaiy inquiries commence, they will require no less 
serious reflection, and must occupy the thoughts of those 
who are to direct as well as of those who are to execute the 
operations of the war For myself, I ought to apologize for 
the freedom of these opinions, hut the desultoiy manner in 
which they are stated. Will acquit me of all premeditated 
intention to give offence, and time does not admit of any 
amendment . 

[ J WebbeJ 


Blank m the oiigmal 
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77i(? Emlof Mo) rung ton to the Rtght Hon Henry Dundus, 3jC fyc 8fc 
My DEAR Sir, Foit 'Wilham, July G, 1798 ) 

With my Letter, No 5, dispatched oveiland, I tiansnntted 
to you 1 copy of the Pioclamation issued by the Govern oi ol 
the Isle of Fiance, so long ago as the month of Febiuaiy 
last * The fiist appeal ance of this Pioclamation at Calcutta 
was in a newspapei of the 8th June, and the appaient im- 
pudence and lashness of divulging to the woild the mattei 
which the Pioclamation contains, induced me to doubt its 
authenticity, imtil within a few days of the date of my last 
despatch to you, when I received authentic copies of the 
Pioclamation fiom Laid Macaitney and from Sii Hugh 
Chiistian at the Cape Even in the state of unceitainty 
which pieceded the receipt of the despatch fiom the Cape, 
I thought it advisable, by a private letter, dated 9th June, 
to call the attention of the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige to 
the possibility of my being compelled to assemble the aimy 
upon the coast at an eaily peiiod 
Since that time I have leceived mfoimation, the couect- 
ness of which bemg coriohoiated from various quarters, ena- 
bles me to state the natuie and cucumstances of Tippoo’s 
late conduct m a connected form. 

Tippoo dispatched two Ambassadors to the Isle of France, 
who airived at that island at the close of the month of 
Januaiy, hoisted Tippoo’s colours upon entering the haiboui 
of Port Noid Guest, weie leceived publicly by the Fiench 
Government with eveiy maik of distinction, and entei tamed 
at the public expense dining then continuance in the island 
Pievious to their aiiival, no idea existed in the island of the 
piobabihty of a wai between Tippoo and the Company, nor 
rte least nunour of an intended levy of men to be made foi 
Tippoo m that qnartei 

The Proclamation issued two days aftei the aiiival of the 
Ambassadors, was assiduously circulated through the town of 
Port Noid Guest, and publicly distributed at the house 
inhabited by the Ambassadois Gne of the Ambassadois 
spoke the Fiench language, and they were accompanied by 
® pel s on m the Turkish dress w ho spoke Fiench and English 
* See Appendix 
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with uncommon coiiectness and fluency, and also appeared 
to be master of most of the countiy languages This peison 
had been known at Bussoiah undei the name of Abdoolah, 
at Surat undei that of Deivish, and at the Mauiitms passed 
undei that of Talamas he appealed to answei the descrip- 
tion of one of the Agents of Fiance mentioned by Mr Wick- 
ham The Ambassadois openly and on ereiy public occa- 
sion avowed the piopositions contained m the Pioclamahon , 
and Talamas’s conveisation, though withmoie appearance of 
caution and mysteiy, coiiesponded in substance with theus 

An universal belief pi evaded in the Isle of Fiance, subse- 
quent to the aiiival of the Ambassadors, that Tippoo would 
make an immediate attack on the British possessions in India, 
but the temerity of his design was the subject of geneial 
ridicule. 

You will observe in the Pioclamation a duect reference 
made to the powers of the Ambassadois with respect to 
setthng the pay and final discharge of the recruits to be 
raised The Ambassadors pubhcly acted under this refer- 
ence, and concluded engagements with the recruits in the 
name of Tippoo Piopositions were also made to a laige 
body of the legulai tioops of Fiance to enter mto the service 
of Tippoo This was rejected, and these tioops some time 
afterwards were embaiked for Fiance, ♦ in consequence of the 
distuibances which prevailed in the island But notwith- 
standing the rejection of the proposition made to the main 
body of the French force in the island, one hundred ofSceis 
(few of much expeiience or skill) and fifty privates of the 
lowest class of the democratic rabble of the island, were 
actually inlisted under the Proclamation With this force 
the Ambassadois embaiked on the 7th March, under every 
public honour horn the Government, on board the French 
frigate, io Preneuse, declaimg an intention of pioceedmg to 
the Island of Bourbon for the purpose of obtammg addi- 
tional levies of men The force so raised has since been 
landed at Mangalore, about the middle of April Accounts 
vary with respect to then number, but the most piobable 
mtelligence is, that it does not exceed two hundred What- 
ever may be its amount, the whole force has been received 


* Batavia was then subsequent destination 
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into Tippoo’s seivice with public maiks of favour and 
honour. 

But whatever constiuction may be put upon the policy of 
M Malaitic in this extiaoidinary measuie, the intentions of 
Tippoo Sultan admit of no question ^He has enteied into 
offensive and defensive engagements with the Fiench, col- 
lected a foice undei those engagements, suffeied that foice 
to land in his countiy, admitted it mto his semce, and 
declaied publicly through his Amhassadois that his pie- 
paiations of wai are complete, and that their object is the 
entire subversion of the British empire in India^ 

That he has not yet obtained a force equal to the magni- 
tude of his design IS a foitunate cncumstance for oui interests, 
but no justification of his aggression The rashness, imbe- 
cility, and consequent ill success of his councils can never be 
admitted to palliate the unqualified hostihty of his actions , 
and on eveiy principle of pubhc faith, and of the law of 
nations, it cannot be denied that he has violated the subsist- 
ing ti eaties between him and the Company, and that his pro- 
ceedings have been equivalent to a declaration of war 

Under such circumstances it became not only my right 
but my duty to take advantage of the moment of his actual 
weakness, and to strike an immediate blow against his pos- 
sessions, for the purpose of frustrating his prepaiations for 
war before he could receive the succours which it appears 
by the Proclamation he had demanded from the Executive 
Duectory of Fiance, as well as from the Government of 
Mauritius 

The objects winch appealed to me the most desiiable, as 
well as the most easily attainable, weie, fiist, to seize the 
whole maritune teiiitory remaining in his possession below 
the Ghauts, on the coast of Malabar, m older to preclude 
him from all further communication by sea with his Fiench 
alhes Secondly, by marching the army from the coast 
directly upon his capital, to compel him to purchase peace 
by a formal cession of the territory seized on the coast of 
Malabar 

Thndly, to compel him to defray our whole expense in the 
war, and thus to secure the double advantage of indemnify- 
ing us for the expense occasioned by his aggression, and of 
reducing his lesouices, with a view to our future secuiitj 
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Fourthly, to compel him to admit permanent residents at 
his court fiom us and fiom oui allies, a measure which would 
enable us at all times to check his opeiations, and to coun- 
teiact the intricacies of his tieacheiy 

Fifthly, to make the expulsion of all the natives of Fi anee 
now in his seivice, and the peipetual exclusion of all French- 
men, both fiom his army and fiom his dominions, conditions 
of any tieaty of peace with him 

(JEveiy motive of justice and policy appeared, and still 
appeals, to me to demand the adoption of this oi of some 
similai plan for reducing the powei of Tippoo to such a 
condition as shall lendei him unable to avail himself of the 
solicited assistance of Fiance, or of any othei collateial aid 
which the course of futuie circumstances may offer to him, 
foi the pi osecution of his declared design of expelling the 
British nation fiom India * The measure is not less neces- 
sary foi the purpose of applying a seasonable check to the 
rismg influence of Fiance in India ) 

The present state of oui aimy in the opinion of all military 
men, leaves no doubt of the ultimate success of the plan 
which I have stated , and if its speedy accomplishment had 
appeared to me as ceitam as its ultimate success, I should 
not have hesitated one moment m oi dering the movement of 
the troops foi that purpose But upon consultmg the per- 
sons most conversant with militaiy detads, I found that the 
actual state of the frontier foitifioations of the Cainatic, of 
the train of artillery, and of the stoies of giam and other 
piovisions, was such, as not to admit of any sudden move- 
ment of a large force, although it appeared certain that such 
a force might be collected within a very short space of time. 
I also found that the expense of making the necessary pre- 
parations would be very heavy, and that the result was likely 
to lead to a pi oti acted and expensive, although, according to 
every opinion, a successful war 

f^llhe present reduced state of the courts at Poonah and 
Hyderabad admitted no hope of immediate assistance from 
either of those powers, and the embarrassment of oui finances, 
which had so lately engaged my most serious attention, now 
pressed with accumulated weight upon my mind. Under 

* This was the language of Tippoo’s circulni to the Princes of India 
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all these ciicumstances, I felt with the utmost degree of pain 
and legiet, that the moment was unfavouiable to the adop- 
tion of the only measuie which promises effectual and pei- 
manent security to the teiiitoiies committed to my charge, 
and that such a step was absolutely impiacticable without a 
consideiable leduction of the commeicial mvestment, attended 
by all the destiuctive consequences which such a blow must 
produce upon the tiade of the Company, upon then pecu- 
niaiy affans at home, upon the welfare of then subjects in 
India, and finally, upon the geneial situation of the public 
levenue and credit of Great Biitainy I was also aware of the 
evil effects which the mere fact of sfwai breaking out in this 
quarter might produce m England, undei all the anxiety and 
pressure of the present moment 

These reflections led me to the determination of lelin- 
quishing the idea of making an immediate attack upon the 
possessions ofTippoo, but I still felt that our leputation 
and honour, as well as our future secuiity, demanded that I 
should not suffer his late proceedings to pass without notice , 
and I am peisuaded that you will agree with me, that oui 
tacit submission, under an insult and injury of so offensive 
and aggravated a nature, would greatly elevate the credit 
and hopes ofTippoo and of France, and occasion a propor- 
tionate depiession of our influence and consideration in the 
eyes of oui allies, and of all the Native Powers of India 
On the othei hand, the result of his embassy havmg only 
seived to expose his treachery, and the weakness of the 
enemy in this part of the world, a lemonstiance of a firm but 
temperate spurt will be sufficient to satisfy our honoui , and 
to convince the Native Powers that our moderation alone 
induces us to abstam from that more rigorous course of 
which his conduct would furnish the ample justification, and 
of which our strength rnsuies the certain success I have 
therefore called upon Tippoo to make a public disavowal of 
the proceedings of his Ambassadors, to declare distinctly 
the nature of his intentions towards us and our allies, and 
paiticulaily to explain, without disguise, the destination of 
the force raised in the Isle of Fiance, and lately landed at 
Mangalore 

I have communicated the Proclamation in question, toge- 
ther with a statement of all the circumstances attending the 
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tiansaction, to the couits ofPoonah and Hydeiabad , and I 
have claimed their concuiience in the lepiesentation to he 
made to Tippoo, and the co-opeiation of then respective forces 
in the event of Tippoo’s lefiising to listen to the joint lemon- 
stiance of the alheSj and of his compelling us to lesoit to 
aims 

The expeiience of Tippoo’s lecent conduct evidently proves 
that we may be deceived, if we found oiu calculation of his 
movements upon the oidinaiy principles of piudence and 
discietion It is tlieiefoie possible that he may reject oui 
model ate lequisition, and suddenly involve us m a war. 
I have theiefoie thought it piudent to direct the aimy to be 
assembled upon the coast of Coromandel, and similar mea- 
sures of piepaiation to be tahen at Bombay, but with no 
intention of employing any part of the force in active opeia- 
tions, unless Tippoo should eithei refuse to make the required 
-explanation, or should at once commence war against our 
possessions The natiiie of the present ciisis appears, how- 
ever, both to demand and to favoiii the execution of further 
measuies of pi ecaution, which will afford additional security 
to us in the event of wai, and which may contribute to aveit 
that calamity 

In my Letters, Nos 1 & 2, dispatched by Admual Pringle 
from the Cape of Good Hope, I submitted to you my appre- 
hensions with respect to the declining state of our alliances 
in India, to the unfavourable change which had taken place 
in the relative situations of the several states of India with 
refeience to, oui interests, and above all, I warned you of 
the growing influence of Fiance in the armies and councils of 
the Native Powers I now feel the full weight of the evil 
which I then anticipated With a due confidence in the 
single strength of our own arms, we must acknowledge that, 
without the co-operation of the Mahrattas and the Nizam, 
and particularly of the latter, at least to the extent of faci- 
litating our convoys of provisions and stores, a protracted 
campaign m Mysooi would be attended with great difficulty, 
if not with danger The situation of the courts of Poonah 
and Hydeiabad is become much more alarming than I stated 
it to be m my letters fiom the Cape ^f Tippoo were to 
attack us in the present moment, we could derive no assist- 
ance whatever, either from the Nizam or fiom the Peishwa, 
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both those powers, in then actual conchtion, being utteily 
disqualified from fulfilhng their defensive engagements with 
us Scmdiah, who, with the greater part of Ins army, has 
been for a long time in the neighbouihood of Poonah, has 
imprisoned Nana Furnavese, has usurped the whole autho- 
rity of the Peishwa, leaving howevei his person at liberty, 
and at the same time has threatened the dominions of the 
Nizam 

In the meanwhile theFiench aimy at Hyderabad has been 
augmented to the numhei of 14,000 men ,yand although the 
death of M Raymond, and the resumption of the Jaghiie 
gi anted for the maintenance of the army, have to a ceitain 
degiee i educed the pohtical powei of this faction, yet the 
command having been confeiied on anothei Fienchman, and 
the niimbei of the coips gieatly mcieased and its discipline 
consideiable impioved, the Fiench paity at Plydeiabad can- 
not be said to be in any degree less formidable to the indc- 
pendance of the Nizam, oi to oiu interests, than 1 lepresented 
It to be in my letteis from the Cape , and I leain by letters 
leceived this day fiom the Resident at Hyderabad, that since 
M. Pen on has taken the command, numbeis of French 
officeis have been added to it, and more are expected, al- 
though the routes by which they are introduced into the 
Deccan are as yet unknown ^The dangei to be appiehended 
from this party is much aggravated by two circumstances 
which have recently happened, the one that Scmdiah has 
placed the coips lately commanded by M De Boigne m the 
hands of a Frenchman , the othei, that Tippoo Sultan (who 
was supposed to have been appienhensive of the giowth of 
a French faction at Seungapatam) has mamfested a disposi- 
tion to admit French officers and pnvates to an unlimited 
extent into his seivice It is probable the expectation of 
crushing the Nizam and the Peishwa, by a co-opeiation with 
the Flench officeis m the armies of the Nizam and Scmdiah, 
as well as the hope of founding upon the rums of the Courts 
of Poonah and Hyderabad an influence which might rival if 
not destioy the Biitish powei, may have reconciled Tippoo 
to the peiilous ei^eriment of cultivating Fiench principles m 
an Asiatic comi® Azim ul Omra, the Nizam’s minister, 13 
fully awaie of the present danger of the Nizam’s dominions 
exposed to the attack of Scmdiah on the one side, and to 
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the intiigues of the Fiench faction on the other, and he has 
lepeatedly applied for an inciease of the Biitish detachment 
serving with the Nizam, piomising that our agi eeiiient to that 
inciease shall be immediately followed by the dismission of 
the whole ofPeiion’s coips A common appiehension of the 
designs of Scindiah has pioduced an union of interests be- 
tween the Comts of Hydeiabad andPoonah , and negotiations 
have been in agitation, with a view to then mutual security 
against that dangei which thieatens equal destiuction to 
both. On the other hand, the Peishwa has expressed his 
desire to enter into new engagements with us, and the Resi- 
dent at Poonah has declaied that if, undei the circumstances 
ofTippoo’s preparations, it were thought advisable to send 
a Biitish detachment to Poonah, Scindiah could not on any 
just ground object to such a movement, and that the mere 
presence of a Biitish foice would effectually lestoie the power 
and authority of the Peishwa^Thei e can be no doubt that 
the inefficient state ol oui alhancee has been one main ground 
ofTippoo’s late proceedings, and this ciicumstance may ac- 
count in some degree for the audacious and confident spirit 
which marks the character of those mcasuies In the pre- 
sent postuie of affaus, the position of Scmdiah’s army 
operates as an effectual check upon the motions of both our 
Allies, and prevents either from affording us the assistance to 
which we are entitled by treaty Thus Scindiah in reality 
renders the most useful service toTippoo, and frustrates the 
whole object of our defensive alliance , in the meanwhile dis- 
sensions have broken out m the army of Scindiah, whose 
\iolence, impetuosity, and mjustice have disgusted all the 
ancient connections of his family C.His dommions upon the 
noi th'Western frontier of Indra are in a state approaching to 
general revolt , and, although m the present weakness of the 
internal governments of the Nizam and the Peishwa, Scm- 
diah IS viewed with terioi by both, there is no doubt that he 
IS not in a condition to oppose any measures which we might 
think necessary to take for restoimg the consideration and 
strength of either, and it is more than probable that the 
result of such measines would be to restrain Ins projects of 
aggiandizement and ambition, and to induce him to return 
peaceably into his own dominioiisj In this conjuncture, theie- 
foie, neithci the Nizam noi the Peishwa are likely to view 



OF MORNINGTON, 10 


witli any jealousy the assistance which we might chuse to 
afFoid to either, while any opposition to such an aiiangement 
on the pait of Scindiah would be wholly unjustifiable and 
ineffectual The enlaigement of oui suhsidiaiy aiiangements 
with the Nizam, and the conclusion of similar engagements 
ith the Peishwa undei similar lestiictions, confined to the 
case of defence against Tippoo, would have been justifiable 
measuies undei any ciicumstances, but the aggiession of 
Tippoo places the aiiangement on the most inipiegnable 
giounds of justice with icspect to Scindiah oi any othei 
Powei, while the accidental coincidence of the interests of the 
Peishwa and of the Nizam affoids a reasonable expectation 
of success 

Under all these ciicumstances, I have thought it advisable 
to give to the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad a powei 
of lequuing a body of tioops from Bombay and from Madias, 
diiecting that the dismission of the Fiench army at Hydeia- 
bad should be a necessaiy condition of the inciease of the 
British detachment at the Nizam’s couit, and connecting the 
whole airangeraent with various advantages which we may 
hope to seciue by a new system of tieaty, both with the 
Nizam and with the Peishwa And I have fuithei oideied 
that no step towaids a new anangement should be taken at 
either Court without the previous consent and appiobation 
of the othei, and without then mutual acceptance of my ’ 
arbitiation foi the final adjustment of all subsisting dif- 
feiences between them 

^It was necessaiy on this occasion to instruct the Resident 
at Hydeiabad, with respect to the succession to the Nizam’s 
thione in the event of Ins death As the Nizam has lately 
admitted Secundei Jah, his eldest son, to the personal exer- 
cise of certain acts of sovereignty, which adimssion is deemed 
at that Couit a virtual nomination to the succession, as 
Secundei Jah is a friend to the Biitish mteiests, and as none 
of the youngei sons can leach the thione by any other means 
than by the assistance of the Fiench and Tippoo (with whom 
they aie mtmiately connected,) and by the total destruction 
of our influence, I have diiected the Resident to support the 
light of Secundei Jah The detail of the piinciples of this 
decision will be forwaided to you by the next despatch > 
llOveituies of the most fuendly nature have been made to 
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;his Govemment by the Rajah of Beiai, tv^ho has entered 
nto engagements with the Nizam foi the pui pose of restxam- 
ng the ambition of Scindiah) without deciding at piesent how 
i“ai it may he advisable to cultivate a closer connection with 
:he Rajah of Beiai, it is my intention to send an Ambassadoi 
to his Couit, with the double view of ascei taming his pie- 
use objects, and ol checking the motions of Scmdiah, who 
will take alarm whenevei the news shall leach him of any 
mteicouise being established between this Government and 
the Rajah of Beiai 

have lately leceived a lettei fiom Zemaun Shah, contam- 
ing a declaiation of his intention to invade Hindustan, and a 
peiemptoiy demand of the assistance of the Nabob Viziei 
and of mine, foi the puipose of deliveiing Shah Aidum 
iiom the hands of the Mahiattas, of lestoiiiig him to the 
tin one of Delhi, and of expelling the Mahiattas fiom then 
acquisitions on the noith-westein fioiitiex of India It is 
veiy difficult to foim a conjectuie with lespect to the pioba- 
bihty of Zemaun Shah’s being able to execute his lomantic 
design That he entertains such a design is unquestionable , 
and whatevei may be the lesult, it is prudent to be on oui 
guard, and in the meanwhile to derive every collateial advan- 
tage from his declaration I have theiefoie transmitted the 
Shah’s lettei to Scindiah through the Resident at Poonah, 
with the view of suggesting to Scindiah the possible danger 
of Ins heieditaiy dominions , and I have expressed my entire 
disapprobation ol the ambitious projects of Zemaun Shah, 
and my disposition to enter into defensive engagements with 
Scindiah, for the puipose of frustrating the threatened inva- 
sion, declaring to Scmdiah that, whenevei he shall return 
into his own dominions, he will find the British Resident at 
hib duibai prepared to conclude such a defensive treaty, in 
which it IS my wish to include all the Allies of the British 
Goveinraent) 

I have also signified to Scindiah, in the most amicable 
terms, my desiie to witness his prosperity within the hmits of 
his own dominions As Scmdiah must be perfectly aware of 
the disturbed state of his dominions, and must know that we 
hold his fate m oui hands, I have every leason to hope that 
my endeavoui s to restoi e oui Allies to the power of fulfilling 
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then engagements with us, will not be delayed by any oppo- 
sition fiom him I But feeling the gieat impoitance of pie- 
venting the destiuction of the powei of the Peishwa and of 
the Nizam, whose dominions, in the event of Scindiah’s 
success, would immediately be divided between Scindiah, 
Tippoo, and the Fiench, and whose luin would furnish the 
most solid foundation foi the powei of the lattei, I have 
diiected the Resident at Poonah, if pacific lepiesentations 
should be rejected by Scmdiah, to inform him that the 
British foice will be employed for the protection and suppoit 
of the authority of the Peishwa, and if necessity should 
demand, the employment of the foice for those puiposes, I 
have authoiized thatmeasuie, piovided, in the opinion of the 
commanding officer of the detachment, the foice should be 
deemed adequate to the seivice requued I tiust, howevei, 
that no such necessity will occui, and that Scindiah’s sense 
of his peiilous situation and leal interest, added to the state 
of his aimy and of his dominions, will induce him to abandon 
his pioject of annihilating oui allies, and I therefore hope 
that, in the course of a few months, I shall have the satis- 
faction to find, that the result of these anangements will 
have produced a consideiable check to the growing influence 
of the Fiench in India, will have effected the re-establishment 
of om alhes in some degree of credit and efficiency, and will 
have lestoied the general balance of power upon the founda- 
tions on which It stood at the conclusion of the Treaty of 
Seimgapatam In any view, the effect of such a change in 
the face of affaiis must be favourable to us, it may induce 
Tippoo to postpone the execution of his comprehensive plans 
of vengeance, oi if not, it will enable us to frustrate them 
with moie facility and dispatch} 

A full detail of my communication with Tippoo, with 
Scmdiah, and with the Courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, 
together with a more paiticulai statement of the piinciples 
upon which the whole anangement is founded, will be dis- 
patched oveiland by express to the Secret Committee in the 
course of a few days , in the meanwhile I thought it would 
afford you satisfaction to iecei\e, by the eaibest opportunity, 
the general outline of the system which I have deemed it my 
duty to pursue 
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While Tippoo shall possess the means of a ready inter- 
com se with the French by sea, oui possessions in India must 
foi evei he exposed to alaim and danger, unless we aie 
always caieful to maintain our prepaiations for war in such 
an advanced state, as will at any time afFoid us the facility 
of sudden and lapid movements of oiii militaiy fence, I have 
therefoie dnected the government ol Fort St George to tahe 
immediate measuies foi placing m a respectable posture of 
defence such of the frontiei foi tresses as Loid Cornwallis 
dnected to be maintained, and I have oideied that a piovi- 
sion of giain, sufficient foi a laige aimy in the field foi thiee 
months, be constantly stoied in these foitiesses, and that 
monthly returns of then state be foi warded to me I have 
also oideied that a laige tiain of aitilleiy be immediately 
piovided, and constantly kept in leadmess foi use in the 
field, eithei at Ainee oi Vellore, and that peiiodical lepoits 
of the condition of this tiam of aitilleiy be made to me. 
I piopose that these two regulations, although they must he 
the souice of consideiable expense, should be peimanent, 
until some material alteiation shall take place, eithei m the 
appeal ance of afiuii s in Europe or in India 

Having thus submitted to you the general view of the steps 
which I have taken foi piovidmg against the event of a wai 
with Tippoo, I should think myself guilty of a bieach, both 
of public duty and of private fiiendship, if I withheld my 
conscientious opinion, that the mteiests of the Company m 
India can nevei be secuie while Tippoo Sultaun shall retain 
the ready means of intercom se by sea with the French 
Government His remaining teiiitoiy on the coast of Malabar 
is his most powerful instrument of war, and in my decided 
judgment, it would be the most economical pohey which 
could be adopted to seize the first just occasion of depriving 
him of so formidable an engine of hostility, even at the 
sacrifice of a tempoiaiy suspension of the investment, and of 
a consideiable present expense Upon this important sub- 
ject I wish to receive youi mstiuctions without delay If the 
war should continue in Europe, theie is little doubt that the 
impetuosity of Tippoo will afford fiequent justifiable oppor- 
tunities to this Goveimnent of reducing his power My wish 
is to know distinctly whether the Company be prepared to 
encounter the temporary mtonvenrence whrch must be en- 
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dured befoie they can obtain peinianent security foi then 
possessions in India 

The 01 dels of the Couit of Duectois, and the opinions of 
this Government, have iinifoimly concuiied in declaiing, that 
“ the landing of any consideiable Fiench foice in Tippoo’s 
countiy must be the signal foi an attach upon him ” 

I wish to know exactly, whethei the teim “consideiable,” 
which I observe is constantly used, is to be constiued as a 
limitation of my discietion It appeals to me that the land- 
ing of any Fiench foice in Tippoo’s countiy is a sufficient 
giound ofwai, upon eveiy piinciple both of justice and of 
policy, hut 11101 e especially, aftei the public declaration 
which he has made of his designs against oux possessions 
Any otbei constiuction will compel this Government to le- 
luam an inactive spectator of Ins piepaiations foi wai in 
conjunction with Fiance, provided only that these piepaia- 
tions be made giadually, and that the French force be in- 
ti oduced into his countiy in small detachments 
The systematic intioduction of Fiench ofiiceis into the 
service of all the Native Powers of India, which Mi Wickham 
describes as the fixed policy of Fiance, has been puisued 
with unremitting assiduity and extensive success , if Tippoo 
should at any time be enabled to deiive succoui fiom Fiance, 
his movements might be seconded by the general co-opeiation 
of large bodies of Fiench adveiituiers, who aie known to 
mamtam a conceit in all parts of India 

The destruction of the Fiench army at Hyderabad would 
certainly opeiate as a considerable check to the giowth of 
this foimidahle evil the corps of Peiion being the mainspring 
of all the designs of the Fiench paity m India But the only 
effectual hairier against the nruption of Fiance into India 
would be oui possession of the whole of Tippoo’s raaiitime 
teiiitoiy I am, &c 

Mornington 

No XXIII 

Genual Ha) ns to the Ea) I of Moi mnffton 

6th July, 6 o’clock, p m 


My Lord, 
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of 1792, and to such othei aiiangements as may be mutually 
agreed upon foi the honom and inteiest of both parties 
Aftei this the Rajah adveited to his youth and inex- 
peiience, to the difficulties he should have to encountei, and 
expiessed a wish for assistance foi a time from the Honour- 
able Company 

Ml Toiin mfoinied the Rajah, that upon that subject, as 
no inteifeience could take place but what was foimally and 
explicitly specified by himself, he, Mi Toiin would post- 
pone the subject foi a few days, as the Company would wish 
this apphcation to spimg fioin his full conviction of the 
benefit to be deiived fiom it 

Youis, faithfully. 

Geo Harris 


No XXIV 

Hon F\eileno Noith to the Eml ofMouitngton 
My Dear Lord, Bombay, 7tli July, 1798 

I have not as yet received any letters from England, at 
which I am moie angiy and afflicted than sui prized, as I 
know, and you will find, that business in oui offices at home 
loses its impoitance in proportion to its distance I am, how- 
evei, much less uneasy than I could imagine I should be in 
a state at once so uncertain, so embarrassed, and so ridi- 
culous Governor Duncan keeps me most hospitably m his 
house, and I find many objects of amusement in the languages 
and customs of the people heie How much more interest- 
ing must they be in youi gieat capital, where so many men 
of learning and genius aie employed in elucidatmg them 
Ml Duncan tells me that the celebrated Captain Willfoid, 
now at Benares, has piepaied for the press a long and very 
learned disseitation on the knowledge which the Hindoos 
had of geography, and that he proves from the Puianas that 
they had an intimate acquaintance with Bt itestan or Biitain, 
with the iiveib Thames and Severn, and with the history of the 
Island as given by Geoffeiy of Morimouth As Captain Will- 
foid IS extiemely modest, and wants encouiagement to pro- 
duce the fi lilts of his labours. Mi Duncan is afiaid that the 
departure of Lord Teignmouth, who was his declared patron, 
may have reduced linn to silence, but I took the liberty of 
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assuring him that such a man as Captain Willfoi cl, and such a 
production as his, will ceitainly be encouraged and protected 
by youi Loidship 

Youi most faithful and obedient humble Seivant, 

Frederic North 


No. XXV 

The Eml of Morntngton to J A Kii lipatnol. Esq Acting Resident 
at Hyderabad 

(Seciet ) 

Sir, Fort William, 8th July 1798 

I transmit to you an authentic copy of a Proclamation 
published by the Goveinoi Geneial of the Isle of Fiance, 
duimg the residence of two Anibassadois fiom Tippoo Sul- 
taun on that Island The Proclamation puipoits to be a de- 
nial ation of ceitain piopositions communicated to the French 
Government, in the name of Tippoo Sultaun, by his Ambas- 
sadors, then on the spot 

It enumerates those piopositions with a particulaiity of 
detail which would not have been hazaided in the pi esence 
of the Ambassadois, had it not conesponded with the oub- 
stance of the communications made by them to the Fiench 
Government 

In addition to the aiguments founded m the nature of 
the Proclamation, and m the facts of its pubhcation under 
the eyes of the Ambassadois, I am in possession of evidence 
which leaves no doubt upon my mind of the eoncuuence of 
the Ambassadois m every pait of the Proclamation, and I 
cannot suppose that they would have ventured to exceed the 
limits of then mstiiictions fiom Tippoo Sultaun in a mattei 
of such seiious importance as the conclusion of offensive and 
defensive engagements with the Fiench Government Under 
this Proclamation, 150 officers and privates were actually 
raised in the Isle of Fiance for the service of Tippoo, and 
for the purposes avowed in the Proclamation, and that force 
has since been landed at Mangalore, and received into Tip- 
poo’s army with peculiar marks of honour and distinction 
4. This circumstance is sufficient to prove that the pro- 
ceedmgs of the Ambassadois have obtained the sanction of 
then Sovereign, who has thus confiimed and avowed the pro- 
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positions made tliiougli them to the enemy, by a solemn, 
public, and peisonal act Having thus entered into an offen- 
sive and defensive alliance with the French Government, 
having collected, m conjunction with that Government, a foice 
openly destined to act against the British possessions , having 
avowed, through his public Ambassadois, that he has actually 
made piepaiations of wai foi the express puipose of attempt- 
ing the subveision of the British power in India, and having 
declared that he only waits the effectual assistance of Fiance 
to prosecute his design, Tippoo Sultaun has violated the 
tieaties of peace and fiiendship subsisting between him and 
the Allies, and has committed a diiect act of hostihty against 
the British Government in India 

That he has yet obtained no formidable assistance fioni 
the enemy, is undoubtedly a fortunate cncumstance foi the 
British interests, but the temeiity and consequent ill success 
of his councils, in no degree palliates the offensive natuie of 
an aggression so unprovoked, and of a violation of faith so 
public and undisguised. It is not improbable, that he may 
still expect to receive a more effectual succour fiom France, 
but thei e is every i eason to hope, that any attempt to furnish 
him with assistance from that quaitei, would be fiustiated by 
the vigilance and supeiior power of his Majesty’s fleets 

It is, howevei, difficult to ascertain the piecise motives 
which may stimulate the violence of his temper to action, 
and his late embassy to the Isle of Fiance is a sufficient 
proof, that revenge against the Biitish Nation m India, is an 
object which he is capable of puisuing with more zeal than 
discretion 

Under such circumstances, it is prudent to be prepared 
to repel the attack which he has openly menaced, and as oiii 
future security, our reputation, and oui honor, demand that 
he should be reduced to tbe alternative, either of making 
such satisfaction to the alhes, as they may hereafter require 
for the injuiy which he has committed, or of risking another 
contest with the British powei, it is advisable to aim for the 
purpose of supporting whatever requisition we may deem 
it necessary to make to him, when our respective piepara- 
tions shall be sufficiently advanced to enable us to act with 
effect 

The lOth and 13th ai tides of treaties of alliance be=^ 
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tween the Company, the Nizam, and the Peishwa, provide 
that "if Tippoo should molest oi attack eithei of the con- 
tracting parties, the otheis shall join to punish him, the 
modes and conditions of which, shall be hereafter settled by 
the three contracting parties ” 

I desiie that you will immediately communicate to Aziin 
ul Omia in a formal mannei the accompanying proclamation, 
and explain to him the nature of the propositions which it 
contains , you will also notify to him the landing of the 
French force at Mangalore, and declare to him in my name, 
that I consider the whole transaction as a violation of treaty, 
and a direct act ofhostihty on the part of Tippoo , and that 
I claim the assistance and co-opeiation of the Nizam under 
the 10th Article of the Treaty of Paungul You will, how- 
evei, add, that although I should feel myself completely justi- 
fied in making an immediate attack upon the teiiitoiy of 
Tippoo, my disposition to pieseive the tianquillitj' of India, 
induces me m the first instance to afford hmi an opportunity 
of lestiamiiig the excess, of his violence, before it shall have 
involved him in the calamity of war 

With this view you will apply to Azim ul Omia to sig- 
mfy to the Nizam my wish that he should now express his 
disposition to concur with the Peishwa, and with me, in mak- 
ing a demand of satisfaction from Tippoo Sultaun The na- 
ture and extent of the demand, as well as the time of making 
it, to be hereafter conceited between the allies You will 
infoim Azim ul Omia that a similai application has been 
made to the Peishwa the Resident at Poonah will be di- 
rected to communicate to you the progress of his proceedings 
at that couit under the instiuctions which he will have received 
fiom me As soon as you shall have received from Poonah 
the notification of the Peishwa’s concur rence in the proposi- 
tions made to him on this part of the subject, you will send 
me immediate advice of it 

If Tippoo Sultaun, in the career of his ungovernable 
passions, should refuse to make the satisfaction which shall 
be demanded of him by the allies, hostihties will become in- 
evitable, and you wdl sigmfy to Azim ul Omia that I have 
already taken the necessary piecaution of assembling the 
forces of the Company with a view to that event, entertaining 
no doubt that in such a contingency, the Nizam will be leady 
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to afford to the common cause of the allies, the effectual co- 
opei ation of his force 

Although I have thought it expedient to communicate 
my instructions to you in the foregomg oidei, I am sensible 
that then effectual execution will be impiacticable, unless 
some pievious measuies be taken foi restoimg the indepen- 
dence of the Nizam’s government, by delivering it fiom the 
influence of the French party, and fiom the hostilities menaced 
by Scmdiah, as well as fiom the dangei of future attacks on 
the part of the Mahiattas 

The present crisis demands a serious and dispassionate 
review of the relative interests of the powers united by treaty 
for the puipose of securing an effectual baiiiei against the 
inoidmate ambition and implacable revenge of Tippoo Sultaun 

It has been painful to obseive that since the conclusion 
of the Treaty of Seimgapatam, two great branches of the 
triple Alliance have been engaged in mutual contests, of 
which the result has termmated in then mutual weakness , 
whilst the common enemy has lemamed at rest, improved his 
resources, and increased his strength The unfortunate ani- 
mosity between the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, while 
it has tended to foment and aggiavate the distractions in the 
foimei Court has contiibuted to reduce the latter to the lowest 
degree of weakness and humiliation In the meanwhile the 
Flench faction at the Court at Hyderabad has grown to such 
a formidable degree of power, as to control on many serious 
occasions the councils of that state, and to menace an ascen- 
dant influence in the eventual succession to the throne of the 
Nizam 

Although the death of Mons Raymond, and the re- 
sumption of the Jaghiie which had been granted to him, have 
in some degree reduced the political influence of the French 
army at Hyderabad, it now forms the only efficient part of 
the Nizam’s military strength, its numbers have been lately 
increased , its discipline consideiably improved and it pos- 
sesses sufficient activity and powei to attempt and accomphsh 
objects of the most piejudicial nature to the independence of 
the Comt of Hyderabad, to the common interests of the Ni- 
zam and of the Peishwa, as well as to those of the British 
nation in India In the event of a war with Mysore, there 
can be no doubt that the wishes and interests of this part of 
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the Nizam’s army must be favoiable to the cause of Tippoo 
Sultaurij^more especially uiidei the actual ciicumstances ot 
his havmg concluded an alhance with Fiance, and having ad- 
mitted [a body of Fiench tioops into his seivice If the 
Fiench troops of the Nizam did not afford Tippoo open 
assistance, at least they could not be hi ought into the field 
against him without the utmost danger to the cause of the 
allies, nor could they be suffered to lemain m the Deccan 
during the continuance of the contest, unless checked by the 
piesence of an equally poweiful foice, which must in that 
case be diverted fiom the common objects of the war, and 
must opeiate as a positive dimmution of our effective strength 
in the field 

^ It appeals, howevei, nearly ceitam, that in the piesent 
weak state of the Nizam’s government, the Fiench coips in 
his seivice would openly join Tippoo Sultaun,)and by a sud- 
den blow endeavour to seize the Nizam’s teintories, and to 
secuie them to the dominion of France, undei an alhance 
offensive and defensive with Tippoo Sultaun 
[It IS scaicely necessaiy to obseive that the success of 
such a design must be highly injurious to the mteiests of the 
Court of Poonah, especially when it is consideied that it must 
be the inteiest and mchnation of Scmdiah (who entertains a 
laige body of mfantiy in his seivice, under the command of a 
Fiench officer), to engage with Tippoo Sultaun and the Fiench 
upon conditions fatal to the existence of the Peishwa’s au- 
thoiity, and even of his office The junction which might 
thus be effected between the Fiench officeis with then seve- 
lal corps m the respective sei vices of the Nizam, of Scmdiah, 
and of Tippoo, might establish the powei of Fiance and India 
upon the luin of tlie states of Poonah and of the Deccan. 
The Couitof Hydeiabad, therefore, in its piesent condition, is 
more hkely to piove the souice of additional strength to the 
common [enemy of the Nizam, of the Peishwa, and of the 
Company, than to afford useful assistance to any bianch of 
the tuple alliance) 

From my letter to the Resident at Poonah, of winch I 
enclose you a copy, you will observe that I , have instructed 
him to state to the Peishwa, the arguments nl piudence and 
'policy which should induce him to view the lestoiation of the 
NiZam to a just degree of consideration and powei, as an oh- 
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ject intimately connected with the Peishwa’s own emancipa- 
tion fi om the undue influence by which he is now oppiessed, 
as well as with his futuie secuiity agamst the \iolence of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and of Scmdiah 

I refei you to the same lettei foi the particulais of my 
instiuctions to Colonel Palmei, and of the measures which I 
have autboiised him to puisue foi enablmg the Peishwa to 
fulfil his engagements undei the tuple alliance 

I am peisuaded that the Azim ul Omia will at once 
peiceive the advantages which must result to the interest of 
the Nizam from the lestoiation of the due authority of the 
Peishwa, accompanied by the aiiangements which I have 
proposed Under those aiiangements the powei of the 
Peishwa would operate as a constant restraint upon the mo- 
tions of Scmdiah, of Tippoo, and of the French, who aie 
equally the enemies of the Peishwa and of the Nizam, and 
who menace equal danger to the tranquillity and indepen- 
dence of both 

Immediately upon receiving this despatch you will com- 
municate to Azim ul Omia the whole of the proposed arrange- 
ments with respect to the Courts of Hyderabad and Poonah, as 
detailed in tins letter, and m that addiessed to Colonel 
Palmer, and you will explain to him fully the principles upon 
which the arrangement is founded, the various objects which 
it embraces, the means by which it is to be earned mto effect, 
and the ends which it is mtended to accomplish, with relation 
to the mteiests of all the parties concerned 

You will at the same time apprise him without disguise, 
that the execution of the whole and of every part of the plan 
must depend upon the mutual consent of the Nizam and of 
the Peishwa You will further expiess to Azim ul Omra 
that although I have viewed with great concern and anxiety 
the progress of the calamities which have disturbed the tran- 
quilhty of the two courts, it is now a matter of cordial satis- 
faction to me to perceive that the result of those misfortunes 
promises an union of sentiment between the Nizam and the 
Peishwa, and aflbids a prospect of le-estabhshing the triple 
alliance on its original basis You will also uige to Azim ul 
Otnra the credit and honor which it would reflect on his ad- 
ministration, if through his means the Nizam and the Peish- 
wa should be enabled to derive reciprocal advantage and 
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peimanent secuiity fiom a state of confusion which appeared 
to thi eaten then common luin 

I lely upon youi ability and zeal foi the public seivice 
to state the details of these impoitant measuies to Azmi ul 
Orma with eveiy ciiciimstance of advantage Yoiii commu- 
nication should be unequuocal and unieseived , no pait 
either of the piinciples oi details of the ariangement lequires 
any degree of concealment, my object being to unite all parties 
on the film giound of their genuine inteiests 

You will at the same time declaie to Azim ul Omia, 
that the recent conduct of Tippoo Sultaun havmg rendeied 
It my light and duty, in confoimity with the laws of my 
Gountiy, to take effectual measuies in concert with the allies 
foi the mutual defence of oui respective possessions , I am 
now at liberty to expiess my sinceie disposition to attend to 
the piopositions which he has so fiequently made foi the ex- 
tension of oui subsidiaiyengagements with his Highness , and 
you will signify my anxious desiie to mteipose the fiiendly 
mediation of the Company foi the adjustment of the unfoitu- 
nate differences which have so long subsisted between the 
Couits of Poonah and Hyderabad and Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
You will fuither state, that I have authoiised you to 
entei into an immediate negotiation with Azim ul Omra foi 
increasing our present detachment with his Highness to the 
number of six thousand men, including those now seivmg 
with his Highness , undei the following conditions — 

I That the sei vices of the incieased detachment, be 
subject to the same conditions of lunitation and lestiiction as 
the present detachment, unless the Peishwa, at the instance 
of the Bntish Government, should hereaftei consent to any 
vai lations m those conditions 

II That satisfactory and effectual piovision be made for 
the regular payment of the detachment, and that the aneais of 
the Peishwa on the pait of the Company be regularly balanced 
against the arrears of Subsidy on the part of his Highness 

III That the whole coips officered by Fienchmen, and 
which was named the corps of Raymond, and is now com- 
manded by Monsieur Piion, be immediately disbanded The 
French officers and privates to be conveyed to Europe at the 
expense of the Company, m ships to be provided for that 
purpose by the Government of Fort St George, at a con- 
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vement poit, to be named by that Government For this 
puipose the olEceis and privates aie to proceed to the place 
appointed by that GoveinmPnt, which will stipulate to tieat 
them with every degree of consideration due to their lank 
they will not be subject to any fuithei restraint than such as 
is absolutely necessary for effecting the puipose of conveying 
them to Europe A stipulation to be entered into by the 
Resident in my name, that the officers and privates so em- 
barked shall be sent to Fiance as soon as possible aftei then 
arrival in any port in Gieat Britain, and not be detained foi 
any cartel or exchange of prisoners, nor be considered as pri- 
soners to any other effect than the security of then return to 
then native country Such of the native officers and privates 
as the Nizam may wish to retam in his service to be drafted 
into the corps of Mr Finglass, or into any other corps in his 
Highness 's service under the command of British, oi of officers 
of any country but Fiance The Euiojiean and native de- 
serters from the Company’s army on the coast to be excepted 
from this part of the aiiangement, and to be dehveied up to 
the Goieinment of Fort St George 

iv His Highness to stipulate for himself, his hens and 
successors, that the natives of Fiance, shall be for ever ex- 
cluded fiom his aimies and dominions 

You will uige to Azim ul Omia in the strongest terms, 
the necessity of his taking eveiy precaution to prevent the 
propositions for the dismission of the French paity from 
tianspiiing, and you wiU suggest to him, the piopuety of 
dispersing the corps in small parties, for the puipose of lacili- 
tating its final reduction, and of preventing the officers and 
privates from passing into the service ofTippoo or of Scindiah 
If the Flench officers should obtain information of the 
measrnes in agitation with respect to them, and should be 
allowed to unite themselves into one body, there is every 
reason to apprehend, that they would endeavour to excite 
commotion, or that they would attempt to retire with then 
corps into the service of the enemies of the Nizam 

You will consider the Nizam’s acceptance of my arbi- 
tration, between the Couits of Poonah and Hyderabad, and 
Scindiah, upon the principles stated in my letter to Colonel 
Palmei, as well as his Highness’s consent to the proposed 
arrangements at Poonah, and to the several conditions state^i 
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in pai.igiaph No 34, of his despatch, to be necessary pieh- 
ininaiies to the measures, which I have authoiized you to 
take for dehveiing the Nizam fiom the powei of the French 
faction established in his dominions Should Azim ul Omia 
consent m the name of the Nizam, to the proposed condi- 
tions, you will then require the maich of the tioops from 
Foit St Geoige, oi fiom such station as the Goveinment of 
that Piesidency shall have appomted foi the detachment, 
with a view to its speedy maich to Hydeiabad 

It would be useful to me to leain youi sentiments, with 
lespect to a new tieaty of general defence with the Nizam 
and to any new objects which it might embrace vith relation 
to oui inteiests at the Court of Hyderabad, to this treaty I 
should wish the Peishwa to be a party 
You will mfoim Azim ul Omra, that under the ciiciim- 
stances of Tippoo’s preparations of war against us, and 
of the hostihties with which Scmdiah menaces the dominions 
of the Nizam, the British detachment at Hydeiabad, will 
have oideis to protect his Highness’s person, and to support 
his authoiity agamst any atttack which Scmdiah may make 
upon either, as well as agamst any attempts of the French 
party , and you will understand it to be my intention, to vest 
you with full powers to direct the employment of the troops 
m both cases, in such manner as cucumstances may render 
advisable, provided that in the opmion of the commanding 
officer, the strength of the detachment shall be deemed ade- 
quate to the peifoimance of the service required You will 
however appiize Azimul Omia, that it is my wish to mediate 
between Scmdiah, and the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, 
under the condition detailed in my letter to Colonel Palmer, 
and you willconsidei the pi o visional agieement of the Nizam 
to this offei of mediation, between his Highness and Scin- 
diah, as another necessary piehmmaiy to the increase of the 
British detachment at Hyderabad 
The whole scope of my views, is to re-establish our means 
of defence against the avowed designs of Tippoo, by restor- 
ing to our alhes that degree of consideration and strength, 
which they possessed at the conclusion of the tieaty of Serin- 
gapatam, and which it was the object of that treaty to secure 
on sohd and permanent foundations , an object insepaiahly 
connected with the secuiity of the British possessions in India 
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Since the conclusion of the peace lof Seringapatam, a ma- 
teiial change has taken place in the situation of almost all 
the states of India, both with relation to each other, and to 
the interests of the British Government The levolutidns 
at Poonah, have impaired the influence of the constitutional 
head of the Mahiatta empire, and deranged the whole 
system of the balanced powers and interests of the several 
confederate Mahiatta states. 

Both the Peishwa and the Nizam, whose respective 
power it was the object of the treaty of Seringapatam to 
strengthen and uphold, aie now depressed and weakened, 
the former by the intrusion of Scindiah, and the latter by the 
threatened hostilities of the same chieftain> and by the esta- 
bhshment of a French faction m the center of the Deccan. 
The co-operation of these two members of the triple alh- 
ance has been rendeied impracticable by the progress of 
their mutual contention and intrigues, while. the internal con- 
vulsions of each state have diminished the resources of both 

In this scene of general confusion, the powei of Tippoo 
Sultaun alone (to restrain which, was the policy of all oui 
alliances and treaties) has lemamed undistuibed and un- 
impaired, if it has not been augmented and improved. 

The final result to the British Government, is the 
entiie loss of the benefit of the treaty of tuple alliance 
against Tippoo Sultaun, and the establishment of a French 
aimy of fourteen thousand men, in the dominion of one of 
oiu alhes, m the vicimty of the teriitories of Tippoo Sultaun, 
and on the confines of the Carnatic, and of the Northern 
Ciicars 

It IS now become an urgent duty to make an effort for 
the arrangement of a system, the disoider of which already 
menaces oui safety, by exposing us to the hazard of a war 
without the aid of an Ally , while on the other hand the in- 
fluence of France acquires daily strength in eveiy quarter of 
Incha, undei the piogiessive system of intioducing French 
ofiiceis into the armies of all the Native Powers The prin- 
ciples of justice, good faith, and moderation, enjoined by 
Paihament and by the orders of the Honourable the Couit of 
Directors, must form the basis of those comprehensive mea- 
sures, the execution of which is demanded by the exigency 
of OUI present situation, and is favoured by the peculiar cii.- 
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ciimstances of the moment Pursuing no schemes of conquest 
or extension of dominion, and entei taming no piojects of 
ambition oi aggiandizement, either foi oui selves oi foi oui 
Allies, it IS both oui light and oui duly to give vigoui and 
effect to oui subsisting alhances and treaties, by lestoiing to 
our Allies thp powei of fulfilling then defensive engagements 
ivith us Through the means of moderate and pacific repre- 
sentations, confiimed by the force of om own example, it 
must also be our policy to convince the seveial powei s of 
India that then leal interest consists m respectmg the rights 
of then neighbours, and in cultivating then own resources 
within the limits of their several teiiitories To these effoits 
we must add a firm resistance against the intrusion of any 
foieign power which shall endeavour (to the prejudice of oui 
alhances and interests) to acquire a preponderant influence in 
the scale of Indian politics, eithei by force oi intiigue, but 
the primary object of all oui vigilance and caie must be the 
destiuction of every seed of the Fiench party, already giown 
to so dangerous a height, and still increasing in the armies 
and councils of the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of Tippoo The 
exclusion of the influence of Fiance from the dominions of 
the native states, is not moie necessary to the preservation of 
our own power, than to the happmess and piospeiity of this 
part of the woild 

In this fiist communication with you, I have thought it 
advisable to apprize you of the leading piinciples which will 
regulate my conduct towaids the native powers , and I have 
taken a general view of the actual state of oui political rela- 
tions, in Older to enable you to act with more confidence and 
dispatch upon such questions of detail, as may occasionally 
call for the exercise of your judgement, in promoting the ob- 
jects of yom mission 

In puismng the various topics connected with the sub- 
ject of this despatch, I shall add my instructions, with regard 
to the conduct to be observed by the British detachment, in 
the event of the death of the Nizam 

If the question mvolved nothing moie than the perform- 
ance of oui obhgations under our subsidiary engagements 
with the Nizam, it would be sufficient to diiect that the de- 
tachment should remain neuter until the succession should 
be finally decided, and that it should then be placed under 
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the ordeis of the Piuice who might establish himself on the 
musnud 

But in the present state of India, oui interests and 
those of om alhes, aie mateiially concerned in the prin- 
ciples and connections of the person upon whom the succes- 
sion to his Highness may devolve, and consequently no time 
should he lost in detei mining the part which we shall take 
on the occasion of the Nizam’s decease 

The cases for which it is necessary to provide, may he 
reduced to foui 

I The formal nomination of Secundei Jah to the succes- 
sion 

II The death of the Nizam without any formal nomina- 
tion of a successoi 

III An attempt (in either of the preceding cases) of one 
of his Highness’s younger sons, or of any other competitor to 
usuip the musnud in exclusion of Seconder Jah 

IV An actual or asscited nomination of any of his High- 
ness’s younger sons to the exclusion of Secundei Jah 

In the flist, second, and thud cases, the right of Se- 
cundei Jah, would he indisputable. 

Fiom the natuial light of Secundei Jah, founded on the 
piionty of his birth, added to his having been admitted 
by the Nizam to the personal exercise of a portion of the sove- 
reign authority, under circumstances equivalent to a viitual 
nomination, I tiust theie is little apppiehension of a nomina- 
tion, of any of the younger sons, whilst his Highness shall 
letain the full possession of his faculties 

It is far tiom improbable, howevei, that the enemies of 
Secundei Jah, of Azim ul Omia, and of the British interests 
at Hyderabad, awaie of the importance of inducing his High- 
ness to nominate a successoi of then selection, may avail 
themselves of the weakness of his last moments to pievail on 
him by nnsiepresentation oi other acts, to nominate one of 
his younger sons , or in the event of his Highness’s death 
durmg the absence of Azim ul Omia, and of the fiiends of 
Secundei Jah, the enemies of Secundei Jah, may assert that 
his Highness had made a nomination of one of the younger 
sons, and undei such cucumstances, the falsehood of that 
assertion may be difficult of proof. 

43 It IS not my wish to interfere in the succession to the 
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thione of the Nizam, in repugnance to the established laws 
01 customs of India On the othei hand, I hold it to be my 
absolute duty, to prevent the regulai ordei of the succession 
fiom being distuibed, either by domestic faction, oi by 
foreign intiigue oi foice, to the piejudice of a Prince, the 
establishment of whose right is so intimately connected with 
the security of the British interests in India 

Although piimogeniture may not be considered to give 
the same absolute and exclusive right to succession in India, 
as It does in Euiope, it is invariably deemed the strongest 
title, and is laiely superseded exceptuig in the cases of dis- 
affection, 01 of positive disqualification 

So far fiom these, oz any othei grounds of objection 
being applicable to Secundei Jah, it is well known that his 
Highness has given the strongest indications of his favoiable 
intentions towards Secundei Jah, by entrusting that Prince 
with his seal, and empowering him to peiform certain acts 
which aie leserved exclusively for the sovereign 

Sufficient proof has already appealed of the interest ■ffhich 
Tippoo, and the French take in the exclusion of Secun- 
der Jah, and of then determination to inteifeie in the suc- 
cession to the thione of the Nizam Duimg the absence 
of Azun ul Omra at Poonah, when the French army Ut 
Hyderabad was neither so formidable m point of numbers 
or of disciphne as m the present moment, Monsieur Raymond 
obtained the most decided influence over the councils of the 
Ministers then in power , a pelmanent establishment was 
given to the French in the Deccan by the giant of a large 
Jaghiie to Mons Raymond, the British detachment was dis- 
missed , and a consideiable body of Tippoo’s troops was en- 
camped on the Nizam’s fiontier, a close correspondence was 
established between Tippoo and Imtlaz ud Dowlah through 
Medina Saheb, the enemies of Secunder Jah openly sought 
the assistance of Tippoo, and of the French, with a view of 
influencing the succession, and accoidmg to the opinion of 
the Resident at Hyderabad, the event of the Nizam’s death in 
that crisis would have left the thione absolutely at the dis- 
posal of M Raymond 

A similar plan may be again attempted, and its success 
would necessaiily mvolve the destruction of Azim ul Omra 
and of Secunder Jah, togethei with the consequent annihi- 
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lation of the British influence at Hyderabad all hope o; 
re-estahhshmg the balance of power in India as it existed ai 
the peace of Seiingapatam would then be precluded. The 
countiies of the Nizam would in such an event become ir 
effect a dependency of Fiance, and the partizans of thal 
nation, in conjunction with Tippoo and with the body of then 
countiymen lately leceived into his pay, would have the 
means of endangeiing the existence of the British powei in 
India 

That danger would be gieatly aggravated by the approach 
of Zemaun Shah, who has formally announced to me his in- 
tention of invadmg Hindostan 

The moment is ainved when we must either deteimine 
to support the lights of Secundei Jah, founded on piioiity 
of birth and on the vutual nomination of the Nizam in full 
possession of his faculties, against any actual or asserted 
nommation of any of the younger sons, undei aU the circum- 
stances of suspicion which must attend such a transaction, 
01 we must submit to the ceitam establishment of the influence 
of Tippoo and of Fiance m the Deccan, and to the equally 
ceitam destiuctioii of our own 

I have theiefoie no hesitation in declaring my film de- 
termination to support the succession of Secundei Jah, as 
being essentially connected with the security of all the In- 
tel ests comrmtted to my charge The execution of this deter- 
mination will be attended with little difficulty should his 
Highness’s death be piotiacted until after the proposed 
augmentation of the subsidiary engagements with him shall 
have taken place The French party at Hyderabad will then 
be no longer m existence, and so powerful a body of oui 
troops as will then be in the service of his Highness, will be 
sufficient to preclude either foieigfa or domestic opposition 

It IS more than probable, however, that his Highness's 
death will take place before the proposed engagements can 
be carried into effect 

With a view to the piobabihty of this case, I have re- 
solved to direct the Government of Fort St George im- 
mediately to station a force, consisting of not less than two 
regiments, in whatever position may be deemed most ehgible 
for affoidmg you the necessary assistance in supporting the 
light of Secundei Jah , and I authorize you, in the event of 
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the death of the Nizam, oi wbenevei you may undei stand 
fiom Azmi ul Omia that the death of his Highness is likely 
to take place within a veiy short peiiod of time, to ordei the 
commanding officei of this force (who will be directed to obey 
youi instiuctions) to match diiectly to Hydeiahad 

Consideiable advantages might aiise fioni your commu- 
nicating this deteimination to Azini ul Onna, but as it is 
to be appiehended that he would avail himself of such a com- 
munication to seive his piivate puiposes, and as a disclosme 
of my deteimination on this point, either to the Nizam himself, 
01 to the Mahiattas, or to Tippoo, might lead to very seiious 
inconveniences, you will take every possible precaution to 
prevent this pait of my instiuctions fiom transpiring until the 
death of the Nizam, or the ceitaiiity of the near appioach of 
that event, shall lender it necessary to luipait my determi- 
nation to Azim ul Oinia 

Having received overtuies of a veiy fiiendly nature fiom 
the Rajah of Beiai, who has requested the presence of 
a British Resident at his Couit, I have despatched an Am- 
bassador toNagpoie with full poweis to ascertain the precise 
nature of the Rajah’s views You will make such use of 
your knowledge of this circumstance as you may think most 
advantageous in the present state of affairs , without deciding 
what benefits to the common cause of the Allies may result 
ultimately from this Embassy, it may be expected that the 
appeaiance of an established intercourse between this Go- 
vernment and that ofBerai, may lead Scindiah to foim seiious 
reflections upon his own situation, and may tend to give addi- 
tional confidence to the adherents of the Peishwa and of the 
Nizam 

Although the previous consent of the Peishwa to thear- 
rangements intended to be made at Hyderabad is highly 
desirable, and is therefore m the fiist instance to be stated 
to Azim ul Omra as a necessary piehmmary to the increase 
of our detachment, yet should Col Palmer inform you that 
the plan detailed m this letter has failed at the Couit of 
Poonah, either from the Peishwa’s rejection of the proposed 
conditions, or from the success of Scindiali’s operations in 
that quarter, or from any other cause, you will notwithstand- 
ing proceed with all practicable dispatch to cany into effect 
such paits of these instructions as shall appear to you piac- 
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ticable at the Court of Hyderabad Reseiving always to the 
Peisliwa the powei of acceding hereaftei to the new system 
of alliance, and with that view continuing in the new sub- 
suhaiy tieaty with the Nizam the lestiictive terms of oui 
piesent subsidiaiy engagements with his Highness The 
aiiangement will indeed be veiy incomplete without the les- 
toiation of the Peishwa’s authoiity, accompanied by his full 
concurience in the nieasuies to be taken at Hydeiabad, but 
as the gieat dangei to be averted is the giowth of the in- 
fluence of Tippoo and of France in India, it is evident that 
the failuie of the pioposed plan at Poonah would inciease 
the necessity of providing foi the existence of the Nizam, and 
of destioying the Fiench party at his Couit 

Fiom youi reply to the further infoiinatiou requned of 
you respectmg your passport for Hybut Rao, I am not alto- 
gether certain whether you considered this Government as 
pledged to exempt him and his followers fi om the payment 
of the duties at Gya, if you should be of opmion that this 
indulgence would materially conduce to conciliate his son, 
Ragotim Rao, and to render him favorable to the Biitish 
interests at Hyderabad, I authoiize you to assure Ragotim 
Rao that Hybut Rao’s payments, on account of the persons 
who actually accompanied him, shall be returned to him at 
Hydeiahad as soon as the amount of those payments can be 
ascertained I rely upon you, however, to lender this con- 
cession the source of advantage with respect to the proposed 
arrangements, and also to provide effectually against any 
future attempt to conveit so peculiar an indulgence into a 
piecedent foi further applications of a similar natuie 

I entirely approve of your repeated lepiesentations to 
the Couit of Hydeiahad on the subject of the surrender of 
the deserters , in the piesent moment, however, it would not 
be advisable to agitate this question, otherwise than as it is 
connected with the instructions already detailed in this des- 
patch , but if the pioposed engagements with his Highness 
should not take effect, I desire you will, without delay, insist 
peremptorily on the surrender of all the deserters from our 
army, whether Euiopeans or Natives, now enteitamed in the 
service of his Highness 

Having your whole correspondence now under my con- 
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sideiation, I shall shoitly fuimsh you with oideis on such 
points of detail as requiie a leply 

Mornington 


No XXVI 

T}w Eml of Mmnmgton to Jonathan Duncan, Esq 
Sir, Fort William, July 8tli, 1798 

I letuin you many thanks foi your two obliging letteis, the 
first upon the subject of my ariival at this piesidency, and 
the second, tiansmitting a packet of letteis fiom Europe I 
am fiilly persuaded, that my endeavouis to promote the 
pubhc mteiest, will be cordially seconded by yom acknow- 
ledged expenence, ability, and mtegiity On the othei hand, 
I tiust you will always act with the fullest confidence of my 
unqualified support, and that you wiU on all occasions be 
persuaded, that I place a i chance on yom character, which 
will induce me by eveiy possible means to give strength, 
energy, and dispatch to the operations of the Government 
committed to youi paiticulai charge 
You have aheady leceived ray instructions with regaid to 
Tippoo Sultaun In a few days, I shall communicate to you 
a copy of the representation, which I propose to make to him 
m conjunction with oui allies, and also of my letteis to the 
Presidents at Poonah and Hyderabad My first object will 
be to enable the allies to fulfill their engagements with us 
For this purpose, I mean to empower the Resident at 
Poonah to lequue from your Presidency as large a foice as 
you can spaie, notexceedmg two regiments of native and one 
of European infantry, and one company of artillery Theie 
can be no danger in the present moment of an attack upon 
Bombay, theiefoie, this force may safely be spared If it 
should appear necessary, however, you may draw one Native 
regiment fiom the coast of Malabar, which may be replaced 
by one fiom that of Coromandel. You will inform the Go- 
vernment of Fort St George of your intentions in this respect, 
for their guidance m the execution of the conditional oi dei s, 
which they will have received from me 
I have communicated these suggestions to you, for youi 
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piivate infoimation, in oidei that you may be hettei piepared 
to leceive the instmctions, which will he dispatched to you m 
a few days I lequest that you will use eveiy degiee of cau- 
tion, to pi event the natuie of my intentions fiom tianspuing, 
until the moment of putting them mto execution shall aiiive, 
you may, however, impart the contents of this lettei to the 
Commandei-in-Chief, lequesting that no measure may be 
taken, which may indicate the destmation of the force You 
may alpg shew this lettei to my fiiend Mi North, and com- 
municate to him such further despatches, as you shall receive 
fiom me upon this important subject The documents which 
I propose to have the honor of transmitting to you ui a few 
days, wiU fiilly explam to you the whole extent and natuie of 
my present views, as well as the principles from which they 
proceed 

Notwithstanding present appearances, I trust we shall not 
be involved m war with any power in India, and my object is 
to prevent that calamity by every possible effort 

Mornington 


No XXVII 

The Em I of Morning ton to Colonel William Palmer, Resident at Poonah 
(Private ) 

Sir, Foit Wdliam, 8tli July, 1"98 

I am very much flattered by the obliging expressions con- 
tained in your private letter of the 12th June You may be 
assured that it is a matter of real satisfaction to me that the 
affairs of this Government at the Court of Poonah should be 
in the hands of a person of youi talents and experience in a 
moment the most critical to oui mterests You will leain by 
my public mstructions, the nature and extent of the geneial 
system of policy with respect to our alliances, which m my 
judgment the present crisis absolutely demands I have the 
fullest confidence m your zeal for promoting the success of a 
plan yvhich is founded on principles ol justice and moderation, 
and mtended to conciliate the real interests of all parties to 
be affected by its execution There are only a few points 
which have been omitted in my public instructions, as bemg 
more properly the subjects of a private commuracation If 
any opportunity should offer of restoring Nana on conditions 
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favouiable to oui mteiests, and consistent with the geneial 
tenoi of my instiuctions, I think that such an event might 
tend to secure the peimanent advantages of the pioposed 
plan, hut I feel that it would be difficult to leconcile the 
Peishwa to this mea&uie, and that Azim ul Omra would pio- 
bdbly view it with jealousy Notwithstanding these objec- 
tions, I am peisuaded that the experience and wisdom of the 
person in question would give gieat vigoui to the new 
airangements, could he be induced to considei them as con- 
nected with his own mteiests. If you should concui with me 
in this opinion, you will meet with my support and appro- 
bation m any steps which you may take for the restoration of 
Nana You will observe in the detailed instructions, that I 
have deducted one Native regiment from the foice which 
I supposed you might immediately obtain from Bombay 
This IS a matter of necessity aiismg from a fuller investigation 
of the subject Should you apprehend that the force which 
I now offer may not prove equal to the pioposed object, you 
will of course make no application to Bombay, and you will 
signify your determination m this respect by express to me, 
to Bombay, and to Hyderabad — I have just now received 
your letter of the 23d June, and entirely appiove all the steps 
you have taken, and propose to take Nothing in that letter 
appears to me to require any further observations from me 
With the most implicit rehance on your faithful and diligent 
discharge of the duty which the present circumstances im- 
pose upon you 

I have the honor to be, &c 

Morninqton 

P S In the abstract of this despatch, I cautioned you 
against making any communication to the Peishwa of my in- 
tention with respect to the French army at Hyderabad It 
was necessary to observe caution until measures could be 
taken at Hyderabad for dispersing the French aimy in small 
paities, as it is probable that such a dispersion will have 
taken place before you can receive this despatch, I have given 
you full liberty to apprize the Peishwa of the nature of the 
airangement to be adopted at Hyderabad, feeling that it 
would be veiy improper to use any concealment at Poonah 
or at Hyderabad with respect to the real object of the nego- 
tiations at either Court The deficient enclosuies will be 
forwarded by the next dawk 
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No xxvm 

The Em I of Mot iiing ton to Colonel William, Palmei , Resident at Poonah 
Sir, 8th July, 1798 

I tiansmit to you an authentic copy of a Pioclamation pub- 
hshed by the Goveinoi Geneial of the Isle of Fiance, duiing 
the lesidence of two Arabassadois fiom Tippoo Sultaun on 
that island 

It IS difficult to asceitain the piecise motives which may 
stimulate the violence of Tippoo Sultaun’s tempei to action, 
and his late embassy to the Isle of Fiance is a sufficient 
pi oof that revenge against the Biitish nation in India is an 
object which he is capable of pui suing with moie zeal than 
disci etion. 

Undei such ciicumstances, it is piudent to be prepaied to 
repel the attack, which he has openly menaced , and as oui 
future security, oui reputation, and oui honour demand that 
he should be reduced to the alternative, eithei of making such 
satisfaction to the Allies as they may heieaftei lequiie foi 
the injury which he has committed, oi of risking anothei 
contest with the British Power, it is advisable to aim for the 
purpose of supporting whatever reqmsition we may deem it 
necessary to make to him, when oui respective piepaiations 
shall be sufficiently advanced to enable us to act with effect 

The 13th Article of the Treaty of Poonah provides that 

If Tippoo should molest oi attack either of the contracting 
parties, the otheis shall join to punish him, the modes and 
conditions of which shall be hereafter settled by the three 
contracting parties ” And the declaration of the Durbar of 
Poonah of the 3d of J uly, 1793, explanatory of this article, 
states “ if a breach of engagement occurs on the part of 
Tippoo with respect to either of the Allies, let that AUy 
advise the other Alhes thereof, when having understood the 
said bleach of engagement we will admomsh him, and if he 
does not attend to the admomtion, then let the States act 
agreeably to the treaties which have been formed.” 

Adveitmg to your lettei of the 1st June, I take this occa- 
sion to declaie that Baajy Rao would not be justified in 
attempting to evade the obligation contracted by the Peishwa 
under this article The defensive stipulations in the Treaty 

VOL i I 
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of Triple Alliance must be presumed to have been intended 
by the contracting powers to opeiate, not as personal but as 
leal engagements, bmding the three states, and not merely 
the persons whose names aie inserted in the treaty. Upon 
established principles of pubhc faith, the obligation of the 
article in question must therefore be deemed to pass to the 
Peishwa for the time being, although the treaty does not ex- 
pressly include the heirs and successors of the prince whose 
signature it bears. In 1796, when an apphcatron for co- 
operation against Tippoo was made under the same article 
by this Government to Clrimna Appa, then holding the office 
of Peishwa, the idea of the defensive obligations of the treaty 
being merely personal to Madha Rao was never suggested , 
and Chimna Appa united, without hesitation, in the joint 
representation then made to Tippoo by the Alhes 

The objection, therefore, is unsupported by the piactice 
of the Court of Poonah, m the only case which has yet arisen 
with relation to that Court under the article in question, but 
even if the practice of the Court of Poonah had been dif- 
ferent in this mstance, it never would be admrtted to dei ogate 
from a known and fundamental maxrm of the law of nations, 
“ That treaties of a defensive nature (unless limited in ex- 
press terms) are not merely personal contracts with the reign- 
ing piince, but peimanent obligations binding the faith of the 
State, into whatever hands the supreme power may devolve ” 
I therefore desne that you will immediately communicate to 
the Peishwa, in a formal manner, the accompanymg Procla- 
mation, and explain to him the nature of the propositions 
which it contains , you will also notify to him the landmg of 
the French force at Mangalore, and declare to him in my 
name that I consider the whole transaction as a violation of 
treaty, and a direct act of hostility on the part of Tippoo, 
and that I claim the assistance and co-operation of the 
Peishwa under the 13th article of the Treaty of Poonah 
You will, however, add, that although I should feel myself 
completely justified in making an immediate attack upon the 
territory of Tippoo, my disposition to preserve the tranquillity 
of India induces me in the first mstance to afford to him an 
opportunity of lestraimng the excess of his violence, before it 
shall have involved him m the calamity of war With this 
view you will sigrafy to the Peishwa my w'lsh that he should 
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now expiess lus disposition to concui with the Nizam and 
with me in making a demand of satisfaction fiomTippoo Sul- 
taun the nature and extent of the demand, as well as the 
time of making it, to be heieaftei conceited between the 
Allies You will infoim him that a similar application has 
been made to the Nizam, , and as soon as the Peishwa shall 
have signified his concuiience in the pioposition made to 
him on this pait of the subject, you will notify that event by 
expiess to the Resident at Hydeiabad The Resident at 
Hydeiabad will be dnected to communicate to you the pio- 
giess of his pioceedmgs at that Court undei the instiuctions 
which he will have leceived fiom me Foi youi full infoi ma- 
tron and guidance I tiansnut to you a copy of those m- 
sti notions If Tippoo Sultaun, in the careei of his ungovern- 
able passions, should lefuse to make the satisfaction which 
shall be demanded of him by the allies, hostilities will be- 
come inevitable , and you will signify to the Peishwa, that I 
have already taken the necessaiy precaution of assembling 
the forces of the Company with a view to that event, enter- 
taining no doubt that in such a contingency, the Peishwa will 
be ready to affoid to the common cause of the allies the 
effectual co-operation of the Mahiatta force 

Although I have thought it expedient to communicate my 
instiuctions to you m the foregoing oidei, I am sensible that 
their effectual execution will be impracticable, unless some 
pievious measuies be taken foi le-estabhshing the Govern- 
ment of Poonah in that degiee of power which it possessed 
before the death of the late Peishwa, and I entiiely concui 
with you in lamenting the disti actions which “by dividing 
and weakening that state, have subjected it to the undue in- 
fluence of Scindiahj and nearly disqualified it foi affording us 
the assistance winch we are entitled to claim by treaty in any 
war with Tippoo ” 

In consider mg the actual situation of the Government 
of Poonah, it is necessaiy to advert also to that of the other 
ally, whose co-opeiation it was equally the object of the same 
treaty to secure to us in the same event 

The present crisis demands a serious and dispassionate 
review of the relative interests of the powers runted by treaty 
for the purpose of securing an effectual barrier against the 
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inoidinate ambition and implacable revenge of Tippoo Sul- 
taun 

It has been painfi.il to obseive, that since the conclusion 
of the tieaty of Seiingapatam, two gieat blanches of the 
tuple alliance have been engaged m mutual contests, of which 
the result has teiminated in their mutual weakness, while the 
common enemy has lemained at lest, impioved his resources, 
and inci eased his strength The unfoitunate animosity be- 
tiveen the Couits of Pooiiah and Hyderabad, while it has 
tended to foment and aggravate the distractions in the former 
Couit, has contiibuted to reduce the latter to the lowest de- 
giee of weakness and humiliation In the meanwhile the 
Fiench faction at the Couit of Hydeiabad has grown to such 
a foimidahle degree of power as to control, on many impor- 
tant occasions, the councils of that state, and to menace an 
ascendant influence in the eventual succession to the thione 
of the Nizam. Although the death of M Raymond and the 
resumption of the Jaghiie, which had been gi anted to him, 
have in some degree reduced the political influence of the 
Fiench aimy at Hydeiabad, it now forms the only efficient 
part of the Nizam’s militaiy stiength, its numbers have been 
lately inci eased, its disciphne consideiably improved, and it 
possesses sufficient activity and powei to attempt and to ac- 
comphsh objects of the most piejudicial natuie to the mde- 
pendence of the Couit of Hydeiabad, to the common inteiests 
of the Nizam, and of the Peishwa, as well as to those of the 
British nation in India 

In the event of a war with Mysore, there can be no 
doubt that the wishes and interests of this part of the Nizam’s 
army must he favorable to the cause of Tippoo Sultaun, more 
especially under the actual circumstance of his having con- 
cluded an alliance with Fiance, and havmg admitted a body 
of Fiench tioops into his service 

If the French troops of the Nizam did not afford 
Tippoo open assistance, at least they could not be brouglit 
mto the field agamst him without the utmost dangei to the 
cause of the allies, nor could they be suffered to remain m 
the Deccan during the continuance of the contest, unless 
checked by the presence of an equally powerful force, which 
must in that case be diverted from the common objects of the 
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war, and must operate as a positive diminution of oui effec- 
tive strength in the field 

It appeals, howevei, neaily certain, that in the present 
weak state of the Nizam’s Government, the Fiench coips in 
his seivice would openly join Tippoo Sultaun, and by a sud- 
den blow endeavoui to seize the Nizam’s teiiitoiies, and to 
secuie them to the dominion ofFiance under an alliance offen- 
sive and defensive with Tippoo Sultaun It is scaicely neces- 
saiy to observe, that the success of such a design must be highly 
injurious to the interests of the Court of Poonab, especially 
when it IS consider ed, that it must be the interest and inchna- 
tion of Scmdiah (who entertains a large body of infantry in 
his seivice under the command of a French oflicer) to engage 
with Tippoo Sultaun and the French upon conditions fatal to 
the emstence of the Peishwa’a authority, and even of his 
office The junction which might thus be effected between 
the French officers with then several corps m the respective 
services of the Nizam, of Scindiali, and of Tippoo, might esta- 
blish the power of France in India upon the ruins of the 
states of Poonah, and of the Deccan The Court of Hydera- 
bad therefore in its present condition rs more likely to prove 
the source of additional strength to the common enemy of the 
Nizam, of the Peishwa, and of the Company, than to afford 
useful assistance to any branch of the tuple alhance. 

I rely upon your ability, experience and zeal for the 
public service to state with every degree of advantage, the 
arguments of prudence and policy which should induce the 
Peishwa to view the restoration of the Nizam to a just de- 
gree of consideration and power, as an object intimately 
connected with the Pesihwa’s own emancipation from the 
undue influence by which he is now oppressed, as well as with 
his future security against the violence both of Tippoo Sultaun 
and of Scmdiah 

If the Peishwa can be made sensible of his real interest 
in the destruction of the Fiench party at Hyderabad, he can- 
not view with jealousy or suspicion any assistance which I 
may think it advisable to afford to the Court of Hyderabad for 
that desirable purpose 

The same train of leflection wdl lead bun to acknow- 
ledge the benefit which must result to all parties from ac- 
cepting my arbitration between the Courts of Poonah and 
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Hycleiabad and Scmdiah, foi the amicahle adjustment of all 
subsisting dilFeiences upon the peimanent basis of reciprocal 
interests and mutual advantage 

In youi lettei, No 17, dated on the 1st of June, you 
state youi opinion that "the authoiity of the Peishwa would 
be lestored by the appearance of a strong Biitish force at 
Poonah, and that Scindiah under the ciicumstance of Tippoo’s 
lecent aggiession could on no pretence object to such a 
movement of oui tioops, norm his present conditron be able 
to oppose rt ” It rs not my rntention either to give any just 
cause of offence to Scindiah, or to assist the Peishwa in any 
hostile attempt against him, howevei I may disapprove his 
late violent and oppressive measuies, and lament then injuri- 
ous consequences to the strength of oui ally But it must be 
an essential part of our preparations foi counter acting the 
avowed hostility of Tippoo, to place our allies in a condition 
to fulfil then engagements with us, and if the presence 
of a British foice at Poonah be necessary to the accomplish- 
ment of tins object as fai as lespects the Peishwa, it is my 
stiict light to furnish him with such assistance, nor can 
Scindiah, with any colour of justice resist this step, although 
the consequence of it must be to compel him to retire from 
Poonah for he cannot be ignorant that his present position 
obstiucts the operation of the triple alhance, and thereby 
affoi ds the most effectual aid to the cause of Tippoo 

I therefoie empowei you to inform the Peishwa that you 
have my authoiity to fmnish him with a strong force from 
Bombay, whenever he shall require their presence at Poonah, 
provided he shall stipulate to secure the regular discharge of 
the pay of the detachment, in a manner satisfactory to you , 
and shall agree to ceitam othei conditions stated m a subse- 
quent part of this despatch 

I have directed the Government of Bombay to order the 
tioops to maich as soon as they shall receive a requisition 
from you to that effect You will state to the Government of 
Bombay the strength of the force necessary to secure the 
proposed objects , and if the force required should not exceed 
one regiment of native mfantry, each battahon completed to 
one thousand men, a company of artillery, and one regiment 
of Em opeans, I should hope, assistance to that extent might 
be immediately furnished from that Presidency To this 
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foice they would piobably be able to add another native 
legiment after the breaking up of the monsoon The com- 
manding officer will be ordered to obey your diiections le- 
specting the employment of the tioops when airived at 
Poonah 

Befoie, howevei, you engage to fiiinish the Peishwa 
with the pioposed foice, you wdl take caie to explain to him 
that it IS my intention to mcieaae the British detachment now 
in the seivice of the Nizam with a similai view of enabling 
that Prince to fulfil his engagements with us in the event of 
a wai with Tippoo You wiU add, that the additional foice 
to be furnished to the Nizam, wdl be subject to the same re- 
stiictions and limitations with regard to its employment, as the 
detachment now in his Highness’ service, and that no enlaige- 
ment oi alteiation of those restiictions oi limitations will be 
made without the previous knowledge and consent of the 
Peishwa You will also make a formal tender to the Peishwa m 
my name of my arbitration between the Couits of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, and Scindiah, and you wdl declare to him my 
decided opimon that his own authority can neither be le- 
stoied, nor ultimately seemed, without a coidial union be- 
tween the two Couits , noi can that umon be firmly cemented 
by any other means than the aibitiation of the British Go- 
vernment, which must always feel an equal interest in the 
welfare, dignity, honor and strength of both parties You 
will further state to the Peishwa, the advantages which he 
would derive fiom a settlement of all contested points between 
him and Scmdiah under my mediation You will also de- 
clare my wish that he should bind himself by treaty to exclude 
for ever all natives of Fiance from his armies, and from his 
dominions , a measure essentially necessary to the presei ra- 
tion of lus own authority, which would be exposed to per- 
petual hazard from the admission of the agents of French in- 
trigue The state of the Nizam’s Government has for some 
time past afforded a sufficient example of the danger to be 
apprehended from the introduction of the natives of France 
into an Asiatic Court After having fully explained all these 
points to the Peishwa, you will consider his consent to the 
increase of the British detachment in the service of the 
Nizam, to my arbitration of the subsisting differences be- 
tween the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad and Scmdiah, 
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and to the exclusion of the Fiencli fiom his aimies and do- 
minions, as a necessaiy piehminaiy to the measuies which I 
have authoiised you to take foi lestoiing the Peishwa to his 
due authoiity and powei in the Mahratta Empiie I have 
alieady ohseived, that the piesent position of the army of 
Scindiah opeiates as an effectual assistance to the cause of 
Tippoo Sultaun , if an alliance offensive and defensive had 
been foimally concluded between those two powers, Scindiah 
could not lender a moie acceptable service to Tippoo, than he 
now peifoims by holding in check both the allies of the Com- 
pany You will, however, omit no endeavour to conciliate 
the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to the measures which I 
have empow’eied you to take for lestoiing the authoiity of 
the Peishwa, and you will assuie Dowlut Rao Scindiah that I 
feel the most sinceie desue to mamtain and impiove the rela- 
tions of amity and peace with him, and that it will always 
give me pleasuie to receive accounts of his prosperity within 
his own dominions, and to witness the stability of Ins just 
authoiity and powei over his own subjects 

At the same time you will lepiesent to him that the 
continuance of his army in its piesent position rendeis oui 
alhes, the Peishwa and the Nizam (especially the former), 
unable to fulfil their defensive engagements with us m the 
actual crisis of Tippoo Sultaun’s piepaiations foi offensive 
wai , and that it would therefore be esteemed a testimony of 
friendship and good will towards this Government if Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah would letuin within the limits of his own domi- 
nions 

You will at tlie same tune deliver to Scindiah the ac- 
companying letter from me communicating a papei lately 
leceived by the Resident at Lucknow from a Vakeel of Ze- 
inaun Shah, I foiwaid to you a copy of my letter to Scin- 
diah, and of that paper, by which you will peiceive, that 
Zeniaun Shah has announced his intention of invading Hm- 
dostan, and has demanded the coopeiation ot this Govern- 
ment and of the Nabob Viziei foi the purpose of delivering 
Shah Allum from the hands of the Mahiattas, and of ex- 
pellmg them from then possessions on the noith-westein 
frontier of Hmdostan 

I authoiize you to assuie Scindiah that I will use every 
effort to counteiact the designs of Zemaun Shah, being le- 
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solved to resist to the utmost extent of the powei vested m 
me, the attempts of any invadei, who shall endeavom to dis- 
tuib the established States of India in their actual posses- 
sions You will fuithei suggest to Scindiah that as soon as 
he shall arrive in his own dominions, he will find the British 
Resident at his Duibar piepaied to enter into defensive en- 
gagements with him for the mutual protection of his teiii- 
tories, of those of the Nabob Viziei, and of the Company 
against the threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, and that it 
IS my intention to propose a similai defensive treaty to all 
the Biitish allies in India You will inform Scindiah that if 
contrary to my expectations he should not letiun to Hindos- 
tan for the purpose of assistmg in person in the protection 
of his dominions against the menaced attack of Zemaun 
Shah, I will take no concern in the security of a country 
abandoned by its own soveieign, and I will limit the opera- 
tions of the Biitish troops exclusively to the defence of our 
own territories and of those of the Viziei In addition to 
whatever Scmdiah may appiehend from Zemaun Shah, he 
must be sensible, that m the present distuibed state of his 
dominions and of his army, his fate is in our hands , but it 
would not be proper to make any direct mtmiation to him of 
oui sense either of Ins danger, or of our own power with 
relation to the internal condition of his Civd and Mihtaiy 
Goveinment This instruction is not meant to apply to the 
cases of Scindiah’s obstiucting the march of the British de- 
tachment from Bombay, or of his enteimg mto engagements 
with Tippoo either against the Peishwa oi the Company 
In any of those cases, I empower you to state distinctly to 
Scmdiah that I shall deem myself justified in actmg offen- 
sively against his domimons m Hindostan 

The proposition to be made to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
appears to be so reasonable, that I have formed a strong ex- 
pectation of its success If he should be mduced by your 
representations to retire fiom Poonah, it is my intention upon 
his arrival m his own dominions to offer to him my mediation 
between him, the Peishwa, and the Nizam, for the puipose 
of establishing peace between those powers You will ap- 
prize him of my intentions in this respect, at the moment 
which shall appear to you most favorable to such a commu- 
nication I now proceed to give you my instructions with 
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lespect to the employment of the foice which I have autho 
iized you to requue fiom Bombay If Scindiah should dis 
regard the lepiesentations which I have diiected you to mali;( 
to him, you will appiize him in the fii&t instance that yoi 
have power to employ the Biitish foice foi the piotection o: 
the Peishwa’s peison, and foi the support of his authority 
Accoidmgly, if Scindiah should attempt to obstiuct the maid: 
of the Biitish detachment fiom Bombay to Poonah , oi if 
aftei its arrival at Poonah he should not confoim to the 
orders of the Peishwa, enjoining him to retire to his own 
teiritoiies , or if (according to the suggestion stated in the 
11th paragraph of your lettei to me. No 19, of the 12th oj 
June) he should manifest an intention of soliciting the suc- 
coui of Tippoo in the prosecution of hostilities against the 
Peishwa , oi if he should enter into any engagements with 
Tippoo, of a nature dangerous to our safety, I authorize you, 
in each of these cases, to employ the British tioops in active 
operations against Scindiah, provided that the force de- 
tached fi om Bombay shall in the judgment of the command- 
ing officer be deemed adequate to the service lequiied 

You will communicate my letter to Scindiah to the 
Peishwa at such time as you may think most proper 

Although I have entered into so particular a detail with 
respect to the communications to be made to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, placmg great reliance on your discretion, I autho- 
rize you either to vary the mode of those communications or 
wholly to omit them, and to withhold my letter to Scindiah, 
accoiding to youi judgment, on all the ciicumstances of the 
case, and you may look with confidence to my approbation of 
any measures which you shall pursue for the purpose of re- 
movmg Dowlut Rao Scindiah fiom his present position, pro- 
vided those measuies be not mconsistent with the general 
spirit of my instructions. 

I concur with you m opmion that the treaty of tuple 
alhance is very defective, inasmuch as it does not specify the 
amount of the aid to be furnished by each of the contiactmg 
parties m the event of hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun Your 
letter of the 1st of June states that, “ the Peishwa is very 
desirous of entering into new engagements with us, and that 
a new treaty with him might comprize many new objects ” 

I am ready to enter into the consideration of a new 
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treaty with the Peishwa, piovided it he founded on the basis 
of his present engagements with us, that it be consistent with 
the tenoi of our treaties with othei poweis, and that it con- 
tain no stipulation of an offensive tendency, oi calculated to 
distuih the general peace of India But before I can consent 
to contiact any new engagements with the Peishwa, I must 
require his full and unqualified acknowledgment of the bind- 
ing force of the treaty of Poonah upon him, and upon that 
State Should he attempt to evade the obligations of that 
tieaty, under the pretence stated in your lettei of the 1st of 
June, I never will place any lehance on his faith, noi will I 
enter into any engagements with him of any kind But as I 
am persuaded that you will, without difficulty, convince him 
of the injustice and danger to his own interests of endeavour- 
ing to shake an acknowledged principle of public faith, I 
tiust no obstacle will occur to the commencement of the pro- 
posed negociation, which I authoiize you to open under the 
leseivations and exceptions already stated 

I refei you to the correspondence m the years 179S and 
1793, lelative to the guaiantee tieaty then m agitation be- 
tween this Government and those of Poonah and Hyderabad, 
and I desire that you will communicate to me such articles of 
a new engagement as you think would be either acceptable 
to the Peishwa, or desirable for us, before you make any 
foimal propositions to the Ministers of the Peishwa 

You will understand that I do not mean to pi event 
youi opening confeiences foi the purpose of collecting the 
general sentiments of the Court of Poonah lespecting a new 
treaty, but merely to caution you against either making or 
leceivmg any formal propositions of detad before you shall 
have apprized me of the nature and extent of the Peishwa’s 
views and of your own 

There is one point however, upon which you may make 
a direct offei at the moment which may appear to you most 
favouiahle You may inform the Peishwa that I am disposed 
to enter into the same subsidiary engagements with him, 
which now exist oi shall hereafter be contracted between this 
Goveinment and the Nizam 

You will however take care in negociating any subsidiary 
tieaty not to agiee to furnish any European troops, ex- 
cepting the requisite proportion of artillery men, and also not 
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to demand m any case, noi to accept without previous lefei- 
ence to me any assignment of teriitoiy, or of revenue for 
deflating the payment of the tioops to be fmnislied It is 
entirely conhaiy to the whole object and policy of the ai- 
langement pioposed in this letter to extend the teiiitoiy of 
the Company at the expense of any of the paities conceined 
It would be injiuious to our chaiactei that any circumstance 
attending the negociation should betiay the symptoms of that 
species of irregular ambition which is utteily repugnant to 
the disposition of this Government 

It would be desirable that the Nizam should be made a 
party to any new engagements which we may contract with 
thePeishwa, the Nizam’s participation might facilitate the 
lestoiation of Iiannony between the two States, tend to secure 
then future union and cooperation, and strengthen the re- 
vived authoiity of the Peishwa 

You will communicate to the Resident at Hyderabad 
with all pi acticahle dispatch, the result of youi endeavours 
to obtain the Peishwa’s consent to the several conditions pro- 
posed in this despatch 

The Resident at Hyderabad wdl be directed to govern 
his conduct by the nature of the information which he shall 
receive from you with lespect to those important points. 

The whole scope of my views is to establish our means of 
defence against the avowed designs of Tippoo, by restoring 
to oui alhes that degiee of consideiation and strength which 
they possessed at the conclusion of the treaty of Seiingapa- 
tam, and which it was the object of that treaty to secure on 
solid and permanent foundations , an object inseparably con- 
nected with the security of the British possessions in India. 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Sermgapatam a mate- 
rial change has taken place in the situations of almost all the 
States of India both vnth lelation to each othei, and to the 
interests of the Biitish Government The i evolutions at 
Poonah have impaired the influence of the constitutional 
head of the Maluatta Empire and deranged the whole system 
of the balanced powers and inteiests of the several confede- 
rate Mahiatta States Both the Peishwa and the Nizam, 
whose respective power it was the object of the treaty of 
Seiingapatam to strengthen and uphold, are now depressed 
and weakened, the forraei by the intrusion of Scindiah, and 
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the latter by the threatened hostihtres of the same chreftain 
and by the establishment of a French factron in the centre 
of the Deccan The cooperation of these two members of 
the tuple alliance has been rendered impracticable by the 
piogiess of then mutual contentions and mtiigires, at the 
same time that the internal convulsions of each State have 
dunmished the resources of both 

In this scene of general confusion, the power of Tippoo 
Sultaun alone (to restrain which was the policy of all our alli- 
ances and treaties) has remained undisturbed and unimpaired 
if it has not been augmented and improved 

The final result to the British Government, is the entire 
loss of the benefit of the treaty of tuple allance against 
Tippoo Sultaun, and the establishment of a French army of 
fourteen thousand men m the dominions of one of oui allies, 
in the vicinity of the teiiitories of Tippoo Sultaun, and on the 
confines of the Cainatic and of the northern Cucais 

It IS now become an urgent duty to make an efifort for the 
arrangement of a system, the disorder of which already me- 
naces oui safety by exposing us to the hazard of a war, with- 
out the aid of an ally, while on the other hand, the influence 
of Fiance acqiiues daily strength in every quarter of India, 
under the progressive system of introducing French officers 
into the armies of all the native powers The pimciple of 
justice, good faith, and moderation enjoined by Parliament, 
and by the orders of the Honorable the Court of Diiectois, 
must form the basis of those comprehensive measures, the 
execution of which is demanded by the exigency of om pre- 
sent situation, and is favored by the peculiar circumstances of 
the moment 

Pursuing no schemes of conquest or extension of domi- 
mon, and entertainmg no projects of ambition oi aggrandize- 
ment either for ourselves or for oui alhes, it is both oui right 
and oui duty to give vigor and effect to oui subsistmg alli- 
ances and treaties, by lestoimg to oui allies the power of 
fulfilhng then defensive engagements with us Through the 
means of moderate and pacific representations, confirmed by 
the force of om own example, it must also be oui pohcy to 
convince the several powers of India, that then real mteiest 
consists in respecting the rights of their neighbours, and in 
cultivatmg then own resources within the limits of then 
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seveial teiiitories. To these effoits, we must add a fiim 
lesistance against the intrusion of any foreign powei, which 
shall endeavoui (to the prejudice of oui alliances and in- 
teiests) to acquire a piepondeiant influence in the scale of 
Indian politics, either by force or intrigue. But the piimaiy 
object of all our vigilance and care must be, the destruction 
of every seed of the French party aheady giown to so dan- 
gerous a height, and stdl encr easing in the armies and coun- 
cils of the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of Tippoo The exclusion 
of the influence of France from the dominions of the native 
states, IS not more necessary to the pieseivation of our own 
power, than to the happiness and prosperity of this part of 
the world 

In this first communication with you, I have thought it ad- 
visable to apprize you of the leading principles, which will 
regulate my conduct towaids the native powers , and I have 
tahen a general view of the actual state of our political rela- 
tions, in order to enable you to act with more confidence and 
dispatch upon such questions of detail, as may occasionally 
call for the exercise of your judgment, in promoting the 
objects of your mission 

Having received overtures of a very friendly nature from 
the Rajah of Beiar, who has requested the presence of a 
British Resident at his court, I have dispatched an ambas- - 
sador to Nagpore, with full powers to ascertain the precise 
nature of the Rajah’s views. You will make such use of 
your knowledge of this cucumstance, as you may think most 
advantageous in the present state of affaus Without decid- 
mg what benefits to the common cause of the allies may result 
ultimately from this embassy it may be expected that the 
appearance of an established intercourse between this Go- 
vernment and that of Berai, may lead Scindiah to form serious 
reflections upon his own situation, and may tend to give ad- 
ditional confidence to the adherents of the Peishwa and of 
the Nizam 

You will consider this lettei as an answer to all those ad- 
dressed by you to this Government, down to the date of your 
despatch of the 19th June. 


Mobnington 
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No XXIX 

Fi om Tippoo Sultaun to the Governor General 

Received 10 July, 1798 

Youl Loidsliip’s fiiendly lettei* containing the agieeable 
intelligence of youi aiiival at Calcutta, and youi taking cliaige 
of the Company’s affaiis, leached me at the happiest of times, 
and affoided me a degiee of pleasure and satisfaction that 
cannot he adequately expiessed upon papei May the Al- 
mighty piospei to youi Lordship this event* By the divine 
giace, the exalted fabric of union and attachment, and the 
film foundations of fiiendship and haimony between the two 
states, aie in full stiength. To adlieie to the obligations of 
existing tieaties, is a constant object with me Youi Lord- 
ship IS from youi heart a fiiend and well wisliei, and I am 
confident will hold in mind the observance of union and con- 
coi d I hope you will continue to giatify me by lettei s noti- 
fymg your welfare 


No XXX. 

The Bail of Moimngton to Lieut -Geno al Stmit 
Sir, Foit William, July 14, 1798 

Ml Duncan will have communicated to you the instiuc- 
tions of this Government of the 13th of July Knowing your 
zeal for the public service, as well as the superiority of youi 
militai y talents, I have the fullest confidence that you will 
execute that part of the important aiiangement m question 
which shall come within your department, with alacrity, 
vigour, and dispatch You will soon be apprized of the 
whole extent and tendency of the plan m agitation , until that 
period I must request you to give me ciedit when I assure 
you, that I consider its success to be uidispensable to the 
security of our possessions m India 

Theie IS another pomt which appears to me to call for 
youi vigilant attention, and although it is my mtention to 
forward, by an eaily opportumty, the directions of this Go- 
vernment on some paits of the subject, I should be glad in 


* The letter alluded to heing meiely complimentary, is omitted 
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the fiist instance to leceive the advantage of youi opinion and 
of Ml Duncan’s 

It appeals neaily ceitain, by the last accounts fiom Eui ope, 
that the Fiench will soon eithei conquei Poitugal oi compel 
that powei to sign a disgiaceful tieaty of peace In either 
case it IS moie than piobable that the Fiench will endeavoui 
to obtain possession of Goa, eithei by cbiecting a foice 
against it, oi by a foimal cession, which peihaps may be made 
a seciet aiticle of the peace with Poitugal 

Should Poitugal fall into the hands of Fiance, eithei by 
conquest or by treaty, I have no hesitation in declaiing that 
I would make every effort to secure Goa from the same fate , 
and with this view I would oflfei to the Poitugueze Goveinoi 
of that settlement, the same teims proposed to the several 
Dutch Governments in India, if these terms should be re- 
jected, I shoidd immediately attempt the reduction of Goa, 
provided such a measure appeared piacticable 

I wish to know whethei you have any reason to hope that 
the Poitugueze Governor would admit a British garrison into 
Goa, and if he would, what force you think necessary for 
that purpose, and what means you would suggest for fuiiush- 
mg it I should also wish you to state to me, without reserve, 
any measure which appears to you likely to fiustrate the 
supposed designs of the Fiench agamst Goa, and what force 
you would think necessary for the reduction of that place in 
Its present state 

I need not urge the importance of the settlement in ques- 
tion to a person of your experience and knowledge in the 
affaus of India 

It will give me great satisfaction to have the advantage of 
youi coiiespondence, and your fi.ee opmion upon every sub- 
ject withm the reach of your observation will be received by 
me as a personal favour 

I have the honoiu to be, &c 

Mornington. 
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No XXXI 

The Earl of Mormngtou to Colonel Wdltam Palmer, Poonah, 
(Piivate ) 

SiRj Fort William, July 14, 1798 

In addition to the suggestions offeied in my last letter, 
I wish to lecommend two points to yom attention, the first 
will be best stated by the followmg extract fiom my letter of 
this date to the Acting Resident at Hyderabad — 

“ In flaming the new subsidiaiy engagements with the 
■^Eeishwa, I desiie you will endeavour to restrict the employ- 
ment of the Biitish troops within his Highness’s dominions, 
to those important cases m which his person or authority 
shall leally be endangered, and that you will provide effec- 
tually against the use of the British force in those disgraceful 
services against petty renters and Zemmdais, which more pro- 
perly belong to Sebundy corps ” 

You will attend to this suggestion, which apphes equally 
to the employment of the British force to be detached to 
Poonah, if it should continue there under a subsidiary treaty 
The second pomt will also be explamed by another extract 
from the same letter — 

“ It IS very desirable that a body of the Nizam’s troops 
shall be stationed upon the frontier of the Peishwa’s domi- 
nions, foi the purpose of co-operatmg wrth our detacliment 
in the restoration of order at Poonah You will uige this 
measure to Azim ul Omra, but you will not advise the march 
of the tioops until you have learnt from Colonel Palmer that 
such assistance is both necessary and acceptable to the 
Peishwa ” 

This extract requires no comment, you will regulate your 
conduct accordmg to the intimation which it suggests 

I am, &c Mornington 


No XXXII 

The Ead of Morning ton to Captain Ktrhpatnck 
(Private ) 

Sir, Port William, July 14, 1798 

I return you many thanks for your several private com- 
munications, and I am happy to avail myself of an eaily op- 
VOL. I K 
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poitmiity to express my appiobation of yom diligence and 
activity in the dischaige of the mipoitant duties of youi 
nussion I shall always acknowledge with gratitude the 
assistance which I leceived horn the extensive knowledge, 
expeiience, talents, and integiity of Majoi Kiikpatiick, 
duiing the peiiod of my continuance at the Cape As he 
expiessed a desne of hemg near my person, it is my intention 
to offer him the situation of my Mihtaiy Secretary whenever 
he shall airive in India, and as it is probable that he may 
touch at Madias, I mean to despatch a letter to meet him at 
that Presidency, suggesting to him the service which he 
might render to the public, by adding the exertion of his 
talents to yours in the present crisis of affairs, and by visit- 
ing you for a short time, if his health should admit of such a 
journey 

My detailed instructions to you and to Colonel Palraei, 
which accompany this letter, will make you fully acquainted 
■with the whole plan, of which the abstract was forwarded to 
you on the 8th of this month A few pomts remain to be re- 
commended to youi attention 

It is very desiiable that a body of the Nizam’s tioops 
should be stationed upon the frontier of the Peishwa’s domi- 
mons, for the purpose of co-opeiating with our detachment 
in the restoration of order at Poonah You will urge this 
measure to Azim ul Omia, but you will not advise the march 
of the tioops until you have leaint from Colonel Palmer that 
such assistance is both necessary and acceptable to the 
Peishwa 

In framing the new subsidiary engagements with the Nizam, 
I desire you will endeavour to lestiict the employment of the 
British tioops witlim his Highness’s dominions, to those im- 
portant cases m which his person or authority shall really be 
endangered, and that you will provide effectually against the 
use of the British force in those disgraceful services agamst 
petty renters and Zemindars, which more properly belong 
to Sebundy corps, this is an essential point Your own dis- 
cretion will sufficiently warn you of the caution and secresy 
to be observed in the first step towards the proposed geneial 
plan. Above all, you must take care to provide for the 
effectual dispersion of Perron’s corps at the earliest possible 
period The Government of Fort St George have my orders 
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to apprize you of the station appointed for assembling the 
two legiments intended foi Hydeiabad The officer who 
will command the legiments sent from Foit St Geoige will 
be senioi to Lieut -Colonel Hyndman, and will take the com- 
mand of the whole foice I am, &c. 

Mornington 


No XXXIII 

General Hams to the Bail of Mornington 
My dear Lord, Madras, July 14, 1798 

Oui piepaiations aie gomg on with eveiy possible energy 
consistent with the necessary legard to seciecy, which I shall 
maintain until I can he informed fiom Geneia.1 Floyd, that 
the coips south of the Coleroon aie piepaied to move across 
it, and I shall not fail to keep your Loidship constantly ad- 
vised of the piogiess of oui equipment, and of the effect 
which it may appear to have on the mmds of the enemy 
Your Loidship will observe that I have foiboine to offer 
any opmion upon the political pai t of this question, and this 
not fi om any disposition to withhold my sentiments upon any 
subject of impoitance to the national interests, but from a 
consciousness of my mabihty to assist youi Loidship’s judg- 
ment 

Amidst the trouble of my present situation, it is indeed a 
great consolation to me that the momentous duty of deter- 
mining whether we must enduie the calamity of wai oi remain 
peaceful as we now aie, does not belong to me, but is en- 
tiusted to a person so well qualified to decide it This 
remark appeals a piopei introduction to my leply to that part 
of your Loidship’s letter of the 26th ult. which lespects the 
letter written by this Government to Admual Raimer It 
had been so customary foi Lord Hobart almost to dtiect the 
fleet, that the secretary drafted the letter, and we passed rt 
as an ordrnary occurr ence without the most distant idea that 
we were transgressing the strict line of our duty In inadver- 
tence therefore, not rn any degree of infringing upon your 
Lordship’s responsibility, this measure originated, and whilst 
I shall acknowledge the propriety of the public admonition 
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we liave leceivedj I cannot but feel giatified by the sentmients 
which youi Lordship has been pleased to express m your 
piivate explanation 

I am, with gieat regaid, 

Yoiu Lordship’s faithful and obedient Seivant, 

Geo Harris 


No XXXIV 

The Em I of Morning ton to Genet al Hat t is 
My Dear Sir, Fort William, ISth July, 1798 

I transmit with this letter, a despatch from this Govern- 
ment in the Seciet Department, which I must lequest you 
not to lecoid until you receive fmther communications from 
me The measuie directed to be executed in the seciet des- 
patch, lequiies the utmost degree of promptitude, as well as 
of caution My object is to lestoie the Nizam to some 
degree of efficiency and power The measure forms part of 
a much more extensive plan for the re-estabhshment of our 
alliances, previously to the moment when Tippoo may expect 
to be enabled to attack us The whole of my airangenients 
will shortly be communicated to you , at present, I shall only 
recommend to you in the most earnest mannei, the speedy 
and effectual execution of the measuie directed in the an- 
nexed despatch , as 1 know your honest zeal for the public 
service, and the activity which accompanies it, I look with 
confidence to the accomplishment of my anxious wish foi the 
success of that pait of my plan, which is now committed to 
youi charge I imagine, that the best position for assemblmg 
the tioops destined for Hyderabad, would be in the Guntoor 
Circai You will feel the great importance of selecting a 
proper officer for this very arduous command The British 
force at Hyderabad, after the proposed addition, will amount 
nearly to seven thousand men, officers and artillery included 
It IS my intention if the plan should succeed, to recall the 
Bengal regiment, and to draw the whole detachment for 
Hyderabad from Fort St Geoige This will preserve a 
unity of discipline, as well as prevent jealousies m the de- 
tachment You will at once feel, that such a command, is 
an object for the ambition of youi most distinguished officers 
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I need not i ecoiiimend the most stuct attention to secresy in 
the whole of this pioceeding, the least intimation of my de- 
sign, would instantly set the whole French faction at Hyder- 
abad in motion, and fiustrate the whole of my views It will 
he necessaiy to appiize the acting Resident at Hydeiahad, 
of the intended station of the tioops, in older that he may 
communicate with the commanding officei I lepeat my le- 
liance on you for the expeditious and elFectual perfoimance 
of this seivice, of which the importance in my estimation is so 
high, that in addition to my applause on public giounds, I 
shall consider youi coidial co-opeiation as a great claim on 
my piivate giatitude I take this opportunity of suggesting 
to you, the expediency of as gieat an attention to economy in 
the mode of assemhhng the aimy, as may be consistent with 
the gieat object of peisuading Tippoo Sultaun, that we are 
really piepaied to repel his menaced attack, oi to demand 
such satisfaction foi his late conduct, as we may deem just 
The objects of economy and effectual piepaiation would be 
peihaps best comhmed, by oideiing native tioops only to take 
the field, and di awing the Europeans into the fiontiei gam- 
sons with all necessaiy equipments, I do not mean to disarm, 
until I shall have effected all my objects of renewing the 
efficacy of oui alliances, and of obtaining satisfaction from 
Tippoo, I think, howevei, that I shall be able to accomplish 
all my measuies without a war, and the ultimate effect of 
them will be, eithei wholly to avert that calamity foi a con- 
sideiable peiiod of time, or to enable us to meet it with in- 
ci eased stiength 

You will soon leceive my ideas with respect to a peimanent 
plan for the defence of the Cainatic, by constantly keepmg 
considerable stores of gram in the hontiei fortresses, and by 
establishing a tiam of aitillery at Ainee and Velloie, to be 
always maintamed m a state of readiness for the field. I am 
awaie of the expense of the measmes of precaution, but I am 
persuaded that if we do not provide the peimanent means of 
moving oui aimy suddenly into Mysore, as the occasion may 
lequiie, we nevei shall be safe in the Cainatic 

I have received youi letter with an account of your orders 
to the Resident at Tanjoie, which I entirely approve You 
will peiceive that I had anticipated the want of the questions 
and answeis of the Pundit, and that 1 despatched the on- 
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gmals to you on the 16th of June You will communicate 
the whole proceeding to the Residents at Poonah and Hyder- 
abad for then infoimation only, and not to be impaited to 
then respective Courts I am boiiy that Mr Cockbum does 
not go to Tanjoie, and veiy anxious to know the names of 
youi Committee, on whose repoit much will depend 

I am, &c Mornington. 

There can be no objection to the public mention of youi 
expectation of the J3id* legiment, I should even be glad 
that the news reached Tippoo, as it would convince him that 
I am in earnest. Should Tippoo desiie fiom you any ex- 
planation of our piepaiations, you mil be so good as to lefei 
him to me foi an answei. If you should be of opinion, that 
the not encampmg the Emopean foices will be likely to leave 
Tippoo to doubt the seiiousness of ray intentions, I beg you 
will not attend to my suggestions, witbiespect to the measuie 
of stationing the English legiments m the fiontiei ganisoiis, 
mv object being to nnpiess the mind of Tippoo with seiious 
apprehension 


No XXXV 

77ie Earl of Mornmgton to Colonel JVtlham Palmer 
(Piivate ) 

Sir, Fort William, 18tli July, 1798 

The intelligence conveyed m your lettei, No 23, of the 
27tli June, leads me to appiehend that the contest between 
Scindiah and the Peishwa may have terminated unfavourably 
to the latter before you can have leceived my instiuctions of 
the 8th instant 

If that event should unfortunately have taken place, it is 
still my wish that you should endeavour to execute such parts 
of those instructions as appear to you to be practicable, and 
for this purpose you will concert measmes with the Govern- 
ment of Bombay and the Acting Resident at Hyderabad 
I despatch this lettei to you by express, lest in the event 
which I apprehend, you should be induced to suppose that it 
might be my intention to abandon all hope of caiiymg uito 

* Then at Fort William, Bengal, Colonel WeUesley being Lieutenant 
Colonel, and ordered to Madras by Lord Mornington 
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effect any pait of the general aiiangement communicated to 
you in my despatches of the 8th instant 

You will have obseived fiom my lettei of the 8th instant 
to the Actmg Resident at Hyderabad that even the total 
failure of the negociation at Poonah will not prevent me from 
malang an effoit to recover the power and authoiity of the 
Nizam I am, &c 

Mornington 


No XXXVI 

The Ea> I of Mm nmg ton to General Han ts 
My Dear Sir, Fort William, 18tli July, 1798 

I leturn you many thanks for the despatch received by the 
Bombay fug ate yesterday at 4 o’clock p m. The fiigate met 
with such bad weather on her passage that she could not 
touch at Masulipatam, and she arrived here without Major 
Reatson, and so much disabled that she will lequiie a lepam 
at Diamond Harboui before she can return to sea 
The information with which you have furnished me is suffi- 
cient foi my piesent purpose, and I cannot express, m terms 
equal to my real sentiments, my cordial approbation of the 
zeal with which you have entered mto all my views foi the 
public service, and of the alacrity, diligence and coiiectness 
with which you have executed all the commissions which I 
entrusted to your charge I perceive however that the object 
and principle of my late directions to your presidency, are 
not thoroughly understood, for youi satisfaction therefore I 
will state very shoitly a summary view of both I have ob- 
tamed the fullest evidence of the nature of Tippoo’a design 
against the British powei m India, and I have been apprized 
that in conformity to the public declaration of his Ambassa- 
dors he has actually made preparations for carrying that de- 
sign mto effect.^ At what moment he may thmk fit to strike 
the blow which he has openly menaced, must always be a 
matter of conjectuie, the interests and wishes of France are 
decidedly in his favor, the precise period of time when she 
may be able to afford him assistance must be uncertam, it is 


See Appendix 
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equally uncertain whethei the impetuosity of his temper will 
suffer him to wait for that assistance , various events in India 
might offer opportunities which he might deem (and peihaps 
with reason) favorable to the success of his hostile projects, 
and without pretending to estimate the consideiations which 
may govern his conduct, it is evident that while we remain 
without a soldier prepared to take the field in the Carnatic, 
and without an ally to assist om operations, we yield to this 
implacable adversary the decided advantage of selectmg the 
time and mode of his long meditated attack against our de- 
fenceless possessions 

Under these circumstances I have never considered that 
the option between temporary peace and immediate war re- 
sided in our own hands , the motionless condition of our aimy 
on the coast, contrasted ivith the advanced state of Tippoo’s 
prepaidtions, places m his hands not only that option, but the 
cliome of the moment of conquest, foi in oui present weak- 
ness, Ins first assault must be successful, whatevei might 
aftei wards be regained by oui peiseveiance and lesolution 

The true state of the question therefore is, whether by 
continuing unarmed and unallied we shall abandon the issues 
of peace, war, and certain victory, to the discietion of a vin- 
dictive enemy, or whether by resuming the power of meeting 
him in the field, we shall place in our hands the advantages 
now possessed by bun 

With this view of the subject, the assembhng oui forces, 
and the placing ourselves m a state of prepaiation foi war at 
least equal to that of the enemy, appeal ed to me from the 
fii st moment of the authentication of the proclamation to he 
measures not of choice, but of irresistible necessity, and of 
indispensable duty But I did not atop at this pomt, my 
decided opinion was and is, that every piacticable reduction 
of the power of Tippoo is wairanted by the principles of jus- 
tice, and demanded by those of pohcy and I therefoie deter- 
mined, in the first mstance, to endeavour to anticipate the 
execution of his projects of vengeance by attacking him on 
all sides without delay, and thus inteiceptmg his means of 
availmg himself of the sohcited aid of the French or of any 
other assistance, which might he presented to bun by the 
variable course of Indian pohtics But I nevei pi oposed to 
undertake any attack upon hm)i of which the success would 



1798 GENEEAl HAEBIS 137 

be doubtful in the judgment of those, whose opinions must 
always govern my discretion on eveiy question of mihtaiy de- 
tail, and although my judgment remams unalteied with re- 
spect to the justice, policy, and even indispensable necessity 
of an effectual i eduction of Tippoo’s powei, I have not un- 
dervalued the practical difficulties of such an attempt in the 
present moment 

The delay which must attend any movement of the aimy 
upon the coast, and the immense expense of protracted nuh- 
taiy opeiations had made a consideiable impression on my 
mind, previously to the receipt of your letter, despatched by 
the Bombay fngate , and I had m consequence of that im- 
pression, relinquished all hope of effecting, within any short 
period, the only operation which can afford permanent security 
to our possessions on the coast 

Your letter, together with the opinion of Colonel Close,* 
confirmed the decision which I had already taken, and proved 
that any effectual blow against the power of Tippoo must be 
deemed utterly mipiacticable under the present circumstances 
of the army at your Presidency 

But the orders which I originally gave for assembling the 
army upon the coast, although pointed more particularly at 
the object of an immediate attack upon Seimgapatam, were 
founded (as I have aheady stated) upon principles indepen- 
dent of the judgment which I might hereafter form of the 
practicability of that object The measure of assembling the 
ai-my and of continuing it, if not m the field, at least m a state 
of forward preparation, is indispensable to the present defence 
of the Carnatic, the secuiity of which it is my duty to esta- 
blish upon foundations more sohd than can be found in the 
forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun In addition to this most 
pressing object, my views at every period of this crisis have 
been extended to other general measmes essentially connected 
with the security of our power in India, and with our means 
of lestiainmg the enmity of Tippoo. I have always known that 


* These letters presented the state of the Madras aimy m a very alarm- 
ing point of view, — namely, as not being capable of defending the E I 
Company’s terntones, much less of carrying on offensive operations, 
paiticularly in a country like Mysore, protected by an almost impregnable 
fortress as Senngapatam was considered 
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an offensive war of any long duration m Mysore would be 
difficult if not impracticable, without tlie co-operation of tbe 
Peishwa, and of the Nizam, at least to the extent of facilitat- 
ing the supplies of piovision to oui aimy in the field A 
prmcipal branch theiefoie of the piecautions, which fiom the 
first moment Ipioposed to take foi oui geneial defence, was 
the restoiation oi those two members of the triple alliance to 
the power of fulfilling their engagements with us- And it 
was always my intention that a negociation, accompanied with 
other measures foi that puipose, should piecede any attack 
upon Tippoo This pait of my plan I have not abandoned, 
it IS now 111 tiam with eveiy fair prospect of success 

I have annexed to tlus despatch copies of seveial letteis 
fiom the Residents at Poonah and Hydeiabad, and of my re- 
cent instiiictions to them These papers will furnish you 
with a complete knowledge of the actual dispositions and in- 
terests of the two Courts, as well as of the nature of the 
system which I have framed for the puipose of uniting them 
with us upon the original basis of oui subsisting tieaties of 
defence against Tippoo 

Y ou will observe that my views have also been dn ected to 
avert anothei danger which I have long considered with great 
appiehension and which is now aggravated by the inclination 
which Tippoo has manifested to admit large bodies of French- 
men into Ins armies. 

The growth of aFrench party in the councils and armies of 
the several native powers of India had attiaeted my attention 
before I left Emope, this evil has now reached an alaiming 
height, and if not checked, will soon produce convulsions in 
the system of Indian pohtics, which may facditate the intio- 
duction of the power and influence of France, and expose 
ouis to imminent hazard The Fiench army at Hydeiabad 
is the mam root of this mischief, and I feel it to be a most 
urgent point of my duty to extirpate it without delay 
In considermg the annexed papers, you will perceive what 
erroneous notions have been formed at Madras of the temper 
and views of Azmi ul Omia and the Mahiattas, as well 
with respect to the reciprocal relations of the two Courts to- 
wards each other, as to their common disposition towai ds the 
British Government The moment is very favorable for ad- 
justing their mutual differences, and for reconcihng both 
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parties to co-opeiate with us against Tippoo I do not ex- 
pect that Scindiah will be able to oppose any effectual ob- 
stacle to the success of a plan founded on the leal interests 
of all parties, and calculated to conciliate the approbation of 
all the ancient fi lends of his family, and of all who possess 
any degree of personal influence m his armies or dominions 
It would be impossible to cany this planmto execution, rvith- 
oiit accompanying it by a respectable state of preparation in 
the Carnatic , as it cannot be supposed that Tippoo would 
remain an inactive spectator of oui negociations at Poonah 
and Hyderabad, unless he were checked by an appearance 
of our ability to move upon his frontiers Our preparations 
aic the necessary consequences of those which he has made, 
and it would neither be rational nor just in him to consider 
them as provocations of war If the fear of an attack from 
him in the eaily stage of our preparations, is absolutely to 
preclude us from making them, we aie indeed upon most un- 
equal terms with him, and we must then at once deteimine to 
leave our fate at his disposal For it will then appear that 
we dare not take the common precautions of defence, while he 
with impunity enters into an offensive alliance with the 
French, for the declared purpose of expellmg the British 
nation fiom India Having aheady stated to you, that I no 
longer entertain any idea of an immediate attack upon Tippoo, 
It will follow that my objects must for the present be limited to 
those measures of general preparation and defence, which 
are absolutely necessary foi enabhng us to recover the efii- 
ciency of our alliances, to repel any attack which Tippoo 
may make upon us, or eventually to support any representa- 
tion, which we may hereafter judge it advisable to make to 
him 

It IS not my intention to forward any despatch to Tippoo 
untd the alhes shall have concurred in it, — shall be ready to 
second our demand, and until our preparations shall be con- 
siderably advanced The nature of our remonstrance to 
Tippoo, will be deteiimned by the circumstances of the mo- 
ment when it shall be made 

I now proceed to state to you another part of my general 
plan for the protection of the Carnatic The result of niy 
earliest enquiries into the nature and condition of the mili- 
tary establishments on the coast, convinced me, that there 
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existed a radical defect in them, which lendeied them pecu- 
haily ill adapted to secme the pimcipal object of then insti- 
tution, more especially in the actual state of Tippoo’s piepaia- 
tions, of his teinpei, and of his powei It is impossible for any 
human foiesight to asceitain the piecise time when an attack 
from Tippoo may be expected , but it is a matter of public 
notoiiety that he ivill attack the Carnatic, whenever circum- 
stances shall appeal to favor Ins declared design To coun- 
teract such a design, and to aveit the dieadfol evils which 
must attend even the most limited piactical execution of it, 
the character of the enemy, and the natuie of his foice re- 
quire that om protecting foice should be so constituted, as 
to be capable of sudden and rapid movements at a shoi t 
notice But the want of an estabhshraent of draft bullocks, 
the want of a legulai system foi the speedy collection of the 
cairiage bullocks fiom the countiy, the inadequate stoies of 
gram and other supplies necessary foi the piovision of oui 
anny in the field, the defects in the legulations for pi oviding 
camp equipage, and lastly, the want of a legulaily established 
tram of aitillery with all its proper equipments, neaily dis- 
qualify the army upon the coast foi any speedy operation, 
even of a defensive natuie 

This was my opinion previous to the leceipt of your de- 
spatch, fiom the peiusal of which, and of the papei accom- 
panying It, I am compelled to declare that I have received 
the most alarming impressions of the totally defenceless state 
of the Carnatic, in the present condition of our aimy, as well 
as of the uttei inefficiency of that foice, foi any present pur- 
poses even of the most hmited nature of meie defence The 
repoi t of your Adjutant General, states distinctly, that the 
army in the Carnatic under its piesent ciicumstances cannot 
be put m motion, even for the purpose of defending that 
valuable possession, imder a shoitei notice than six months 
A body so tardy m its operations, cannot be deemed a suffi- 
cient check upon the rapid and active movements, which aie 
supposed to foim the characteiistic quahties of the adversary 
to whom it IS opposed 

If the opinion of your Adjutant General is to be deemed 
correct, I have no hesitation in declaring that the array upon 
the coast, notwithstanding its high state of disciplme, and 
the acknowledged gallantry, activity and skill of its officers, 
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must be considered as an useless burthen upon the finances 
of the Company, being from its constitution, wholly unsei- 
viceable in the emeigency of that species of wai, which it 
must evei expect to encountei, until the chaiactei of the 
enemy and the natuie oi his foice shall be entiiely changed 
It cannot be doubted that if Tippoo in consequence of his 
alliance with Fiance, had received the aid of one oi two re- 
giments, eithei fiom the Mauritius oi fiom Fiance, he would 
immediately have attempted aniuuption into the Cainatic with 
the whole foice of his cavahy, which although diminished is 
still consideiable In such an event if the Adjutant General’s 
opimon be coirect, youi aimy could have opposed no obstacle 
to the progress of Tippoo for many months The state of 
Tippoo’s piepaiations is supposed to be such, as to enable 
him to move with facility and celeiity even foi the purposes 
of offence, while the condition of our piotectiiig foice is re- 
presented by the Adjutant General to be such, as will not 
admit of its moving even for the purpose of defence, before 
the commencement of the ensuing yeai The acknowledged 
talents and expeiience of youi Adjutant General, will not 
allow me to tieat his opmion lightly upon a subject so im- 
poitant as that which was submitted to his consideration , I 
am peisuaded, that he is incapable of attempting to exag- 
gerate difficulties, and I can conceive no motive which could 
induce him to endeavoui to impede thepiogiess of measures, 
which it IS his duty to execute with the full exertion of his 
zeal and abihty , yet if I am to receive his judgment imph- 
citly, I cannot view it m any othei hght, than that of a sen- 
tence of disqualification upon youi army, as far as relates to 
the primary object of its institution , namely, “ defence agamst 
a sudden invasion of the Carnatic ” I am, however, aware 
that this sentence of disabibty is mitigated m a considerable 
degree by your judgment and that of Mr Cockburn, to both 
of which on eveiy account, I pay the greatest deference and 
respect But even from the result of your opinion it appears, 
that it would be nearly three months, before the army could 
be enabled to move even for operations of a defensive natuie. 
This my deai Su, is a most serious consideration to me, who 
am chaiged with the arduous responsibility of preservmg 
from injury, every pait of the British empire m India, I am 
determined not only to apply an immediate remedy to this 
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emI, but to encounter the expense which I know must he 
uicuired, in pioviding apeimanent secuiity against the fiituie 
leturn of the peiil of our piesent situation With this view 
I mean to recoid my sentiments in the seciet department 
upon the difficulties which obstiuct the movements of youi 
army, this step will he followed by a diiection to youi Go- 
vernment to lepoit to me in council, the most eligible plan 
foi enabhng the aimy upon the coast to be in constant readi- 
ness to take the field expeditiously, upon any sudden emer- 
gency On youi repoit, combined with such infoimation as 
I shall receive fiom the Commandei-in-Chief, and fiom other 
authoiitieshere, I piopose to ground a peimanent system for 
the necessaiy purpose already stated In the meanwhile the 
measure which it is my intention to suggest to you for oui 
present defence, will lay the foundation of a moie regular 
establishment of youi means of taking the field in future, and 
will co-operate m piomotmg my ultimate object. My wish 
now is, that you should immediately encamp the native tioops 
m such a position as you may deem most eligible foi expel- 
ling any invasion of the Carnatic, that you should draw the 
European foice immediately into the frontier gaiiisons, and 
if your point of union should be, as I suppose it must be, the 
Baramahl, that you should encamp the European foice also 
theie before the period of the monsoon 

You wdl also unmediately procure the necessaiy draft 
bullocks for the artillery, it is my opinion that a permanent 
establishment of these will be absolutely necessary foi youi 
future safety 

The carriage bullocks must be hiied immediately, accoid- 
ing to Mr Cockhuin’s suggestion, some system must heie- 
aftei he regularly introduced mto the country, in older to 
facilitate the collection of these upon all future emergencies. 

Gram and othei necessary provisions must be stored in 
whatever place shall be judged most proper for such a depot 
I am persuaded that means must he found of constantly main- 
taimng upon the frontiers such a store of gram as would 
serve a large army for at least six months in the field. 

The tram of aitilleiy must be provided without delay , 
this will serve as a foundation for a permanent establishment 
pf artillery, to he always leady for use , the camp equipage, 
will he furnished of com se , hut the best mode of providing 
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ax tides in futuie xvill be\a leading object of youi lepoit 
to me 

Thus I have endeavoured to open to youi view the general 
outline of my aiiangements fox fxustrating the united elFoxts 
of Tippoo and of Fiance My leading objects axe — to place 
youi ainxy in a xespectable state of preparation for the pie- 
sent, and to enable it to move with alacrity and expedition 
on any futuie emergency To lestore to our Allies the power 
of fulfilling then defensive engagements with us, both now 
and heieaftei , to destroy every seed of the French party, 
now growing up in the heart of the dominions of one of 
oui principal Allies, and on the confines of oui own 
By the natural and necessary effect of this change in the 
pohtical state of India, to strengthen oui barriers against the 
resentment and violence of Tippoo Sultaun, and to place in 
oui hands the option of reducing his powei according to 
OUI discretion, mstead of abandoning our tranquilhty to his 
mercy 

All these objects appear to me to be attainable, but if 
they should not be attained, the blame shall not be imputable 
to any failure of diligence or laboui on my pait 

I am extremely pleased with the accounts from Tanj ore, 
and I flatter myself that the country will at length become a 
scene of order and affluence, an honour to the government 
of the Company and of the Rajah, and an incieasmg source 
of profit to both 

Believe me, &c &c 

Mornington 


No xxxvn 

The Earl of Mornington to Captain Kiihpatnch 
Sir, Fort WiUiam, July 18, 1798 

I take the eaihest opportunity to acknowledge your two 
very mteiesting letters. Nos 57 and 58 

The intelligence which they contain corresponds ui a 
strikmg manner with the view which I had taken in my in- 
structions to you and to Colonel Palmer of the 8th mst of 
the actual state of affairs at the Courts of Poonah and Hy- 
derabad, and leads me to form a confident expectation that my 
proposed arrangements for restoring to us the benefit of the 
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triple alliance, will be brought to a successful issue, unless 
my endeavours should unfoitunately be frustrated by the 
success of Scindiah’s designs upon the powei of the Peishwa 
hefoie Colonel Palmei can have leceived my despatches of 
the 8th inst In yom lettei. No 58, you relate a singular 
infat.ince of the penetiation of Azim ul Omia, who, as you 
will have obseived, has anticipated neaily the whole piin- 
ciple and object of my mstmctions of the 8th inst Al- 
though I consider tins coincidence of sentiment as a very 
favouiable circumstance in many points of view, I am appre- 
hensive that It may he difficult to convince Azirn ul Omra of 
the fact of my first mstmctions to Colonel Palmer having 
been despatched on the same day with those addressed to 
you 

I thmk it necessary to authorize you to declaie that I have 
had no correspondence whatever with Colonel Palmer pre- 
viously to my despatch of the 8th mst You will natuially 
observe to Azmi ul Omra, that he has foreseen neaily the 
whole of my plan with this material exception, that the fun- 
damental principle of my instructions, both to you and Col 
Palmei, is an umeserved communication to each Couit of the 
propositions to be made to the other, and that the full pre- 
vious knowledge and consent of all parties forms an essential 
condition of the whole arrangement This circumstance will 
affoid sufficient proof of my sincerity, and, indeed, I cannot 
conceive what possible motive could be assigned for my pre- 
fen mg the mterests of the Peishwa to those of the Nizam, or 
for my undertakmg any negociations at Poonah without his 
Higlmess’s participation. 

But I repeat it, the best answer to any such suspicion is 
to he found m the whole tenor and spnit of my mstmctions 
to you and to Colonel Palmer 

I shall wait for your leply to my letter of the 8th of July 
before I fuinish you wuth my mstructions upon any other 
pomts stated in your last despatches 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Morninoton. 
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No XXXVIII. 

Geneial Ilarus to the Earl of Mornington 
My dear Lord, Madias, July 22, 1798 

When yom Loidship heais of oui difficulties fiom the 
want of cash, you will not be suipiized that we begin to be 
veiy anxious to heai fiom you on this subject 

Yesterday we adveitized youi ten years’ pioposal, from not 
having a bettei to offei, but much cannot be expected from 
It, as in the piesent state of exchange between the Piesi- 
dencies it would be a gieat advantage to purchase youi bills, 
and send them to be placed m youi lemittance To equalize 
the exchange, we must i emit the pagoda at nine shillings, which 
we did not think ouiselves authorized to offei 

We have also advertised that proposals will be received for 
bills on Bengal, and fiom which I have some expectations, oi 
should be under the necessity of entiiely stopping oui pie- 
paiations, and which partially is the case, having stopped a 
further provision of bullocks (diaft) than will move oui field 
tiain and some aiiack caits I have not brought the coips 
fiom the westward of Wallajawbad out of cantonments, and 
I had intended to send the 36th into Ainee instead of allow- 
ing them to lemain on field allowances, but shall wait until 
I heal fuither fiom your Loidship A few days will always 
join the troops from the cantonments of Aicot, Conatoie, 
Arnee, and Velloie, as then carnage and camp equipage aie 
leady 

Geneial Floyd informs me the 3d N C (the fiist corps 
ready with him) begins to cross the Colei ooii the 17th or 
18th, and will be five oi six days ui effecting the passage 
from his having but three boats, his Majesty’s 19th dragoons 
and 12th infantry wdl follow in about eight days Any one 
of these coips would enable ns to watch Tippoo should he 
come to see us 

The camp at Wallajawbad will consist of his Majesty’s 12th 
and 36th legiments, 19th dragoons, 3d and 4th N cavahy, 
1st B 1st N infantry, with the 74th and two corps of N I 
in the cantonments 

A few days will always join these to the coips at Arnee 
and Aicot, &c as carnage and camp equipage is now all 

VOL I L 



THE EARIi or MORNWOTON, TO 


July, 


ready This, fiom absolute want of cash to make any further 
preparation, must he the state until yom Lordship supplies 
us I have now, my Lord, to addiess you on the subject of 
the Fiench piisoneis whom I have been much uiged to send 
to Calcutta, but have refused until I know youi pleasuie — 
1 As being well acquainted with the nuisance they would be 
in Fort William 2 As I am doubtful whether, under the 
Capitulation of Pondicheiiy, we can send them any where 
but to Europe without being gudty of a hi each of it , and 
3 As we can get vessels heie that will engage as cartels, and 
which I should instantly have closed with, but that I do not 
think it safe to despatch them without convoy, for fear of 
their going to Mangaloie instead of Old France 
I remain, with truth. 

Your Lordship’s 
Faithful and obedient Servant, 

Geo Harris 

P. S We have appointed the Commission for Tanjoie, 
consisting of Mi Toiin, Mi Hams (not even an acquamt- 
ance of mine), and Mr Stratton, as youngest member and 
Secretary Your Lordship has a pretty good notion of the 
difficulties attending the finding proper members who are not 
more usefully employed 

The above young men have lately conducted themselves 
very much to their credit , Mr Hams in a business of a simi- 
lar natuie, in the Ramnad country, and Mi Sti’atton as Se- 
cretary to the Court of Cutcheny 

Your Lordship’s favorites, Messrs Cockburne and Lush- 
ington are positively against accepting the country fiom Sei- 
fogee, and I join them most coidially — but particulars will be 
forwarded by the SyheUcy and then your Lordship will 
decide 

The amount of fixed pay and allowances of the army now 
under orders foi the Field, is - - Pagodas 91,449 

Additional m the Field, - - 1,18,105 


2,09,564 
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No XXXIX 

Tlie Em I of Moinington to Colonel TFilltam Palmer, Resident at Poonah 
Sir, Fort Wdbara, the 26th July, 1798 

Fiom the enclosed copy of my lettei to the Resident at 
Hydeiahad, you will ohseive that I considei it of essential im- 
poitance that the pait of the pioposed engagements with the 
Peishwa and the Nizam which lelates to the dismission of the 
Flench from the seivice of the two Couits, and the future 
exclusion of all pei sons of that nation fiom theu lespective 
dominions, should be finally ratified with all possible ex- 
pedition 

You will accordingly take the necessary steps for obtaining 
without delay fiom the Peishwa a separate engagement com- 
prising all the pioposed stipulations in my lettei of the 8th 
instant, legal ding the Fiench The engagement should be 
concluded subject to my approbation, and should be foi warded 
to me with all practicable despatch foi my latification 

It IS not improbable that the apparent leconciliation be- 
tween Nana and Scindiah, has been founded on engage- 
ments injurious to the rights and authority of the Peishwa. 
Should this conjectuie prove well founded, there is little 
room to expect that Bajee-Row will ever consent to Nana’s 
restoiation to his foimei influence in the administiation of 
affairs, especially when it is considei ed that the grounds of 
the enmity between Bajee-iow and Nana are of a nature which 
would appear to preclude any hope of a smcere reconcihation 
To use oui influence foi the restoration of Nana to his 
foimei powei, in opposition to the Peishwa would be unjust. 
I have great doubts also of the policy of such a line of con- 
duct. For it could not be expected that Bajee-row would 
adhere to engagements which subjected hun to the contiol of 
the implacable enemy of his family, and such an aiiangement 
might be expected to teiminate either in an apphcation to 
Scmdiah for his assistance against Nana, oi in a coimection 
with Tippoo to the piejudice of the triple alliance. 

Your communication with the parties will best enable you 
to judge of the consideration to which these conjectures 
are entitled. Should you be of opinion that the recent in- 
juries which Bajee-Row and Nana have mutually sustained 
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from Dowlut Rao aie likely to induce them to forget their 
formei animosities, and that Nana can be lestored to his 
former iiowei, oi placed m any other situation m the ministry 
at Poonah without dangei to the immediate success of the 
proposed aiiangenients, oi to then future stability, I shall 
readily acquiesce in such stipulations as you may make in his 
favoi 

You will considei the instructions which I have given to 
the Acting Resident at Hyderabad for forwaidmg an ac- 
count of the result of his proceedmgs under my instructions 
down to the latest date by the oveiland despatch which will 
proceed fiom Bombay by the 1st Septembei next, as equally 
intended foi youi guidance 

I am, &.C Mornington 


No XL 

General Hat I IS to the Eat I of Mot mngton 
My dear lord, July, 29tli, Oue p m 1798 

Your Lordship’s piivate and public letters of 13th irist 
are this moment received You may rely that no time shall 
be lost m giving duections foi carrying into effect the ordeis 
they convey, the moment I have detei rained in what manner 
your intentions will be best effected, and which m the scat- 
tered state of om troops to the noithwaicl, and owing to the 
urgent demands foi them in other quarters requiies much 
consideration 

July 30th — Having turned the subject much in my mind 
last night and this morning, I am come to the resolution to 
acquaint youi Loidship with two or three points by express 
before I finally deteimine fiom whence the force shall be 
brought 

That unless we receive fiom Bengal a supply of money 
before the end of August, we positively cannot proceed 
That the marine battalion should be sent with every pos- 
sible expedition to Masuhpatam, and the 33d here 
That the force you have ordered cannot be assembled in 
the Guntooi Cii*cai before the end of August, as a battalion, 
if not two, must go from the centre division, and where, it is 
to be observed, we have not a man to spare if an attack is 
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made , and lastly, that the execution of youi Loidship’s orders 
for sending lound the men of the 36th on the aiiival of the 
33d must be suspended if possible 

I sent an oidei last night foi steps to be taken foi the 11th 
regiment to be assembled, hoping that the foice could have 
been furnished fiom the Ciicais, but shall stop them for a 
few days, as I am now convinced half of it must maich fiom 
here 

Depend on eveiy possible exeition, and that although de- 
piessed by want of cash, I do not despond, and am always 
very faithfully youi Loidship’s obedient Seivant, 

Geo Harris 


No XLI 

Fiom Tippoo SuUaun to the Governor-General 
(Dated 1st Staffer, 1213, or 18M of July,) 

[Received 2d of August, 1 798 ] 

In happy time I had the pleasuie to receive your Loidship’s 
letter, which afFoided me great satisfaction, and its friendly 
contents have been undei stood — (vide lettei wiitten 14th 
June) Since the time that the countiy of Nuggui and Kon- 
aul was fiist subjugated, the Talooks of Ameeia and Souleah, 
in which (lattei) Kamtamungle and Coloorbajee aie situated, 
have belonged to Koiiaul, and this proved and confirmed by 
the lecoids of a centuiy — The names of the persons who 
paid the collections of those Talooks to the officers of Koriaul, 
of those who collected the levenues of them, and the accounts 
of advances made to the Ryots foi the puiposes of cultiva- 
tion, aie contained m those lecoids, and fiom the fiist esta- 
blishment of the authoiity of this Sircar down to the year 
12i20 of Mohummed, they have been attached to the country 
of Koiiaul The Cooiga people have had no concern in them. 
Indeed, between the above Talooks and the Cooiga country 
vast hills interpose By the Treaty of Peace, the Talooks of 
Ahmednuggui, otheiwise called Chucklooi, belongs to my 
Siicai, and Wynaad (oi Wynaui) is a Kuiieah (or village 
with its appertaining lands) among the Kuiieahs of Ahmed- 
nuggui above the Tambacheiiy pass The teiritoiy of the 
Company is below that pass, and the lulls foim a hairier 
between 
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Yolii Lordship has written that “ suhoidinate officers aie 
naturally mchned to make misrepiesentations to their lespec- 
tive goveinments m such trivial cases, and to foment jealousies 
and disturbances ” — It is ceitain, then, that m plain and 
simple cases, the representations of mteiested people will not 
have any weight oi credit whatever with your Loidship. 
Nevertheless as youi Lordship is desirous of obtaining an 
explanation and lemoving doubts, oideis have been issued to 
the officers of Koiiaul to confei with the persons who may be 
appointed from the Malabar side , and fairly to ascertain and 
remove all doubts, a peison of lank shall also be deputed by 
me foi this business By the favour of God the bonds of 
friendship and union aie fiimly drawn between the two 
States, and I am to the last degree disposed to give addi- 
tional strength to the beneficial system of amity and peace 

Believing me giatified by the agieeable intelligence of your 
Lordship’s welfaie, I hope you will always continue to rejoice 
me by youi exhilarating letters 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstonb, 

Persian franslntor to Govt 


No XLU 

The Hon Jonathan Duncan to the Eai I of Morning ton 
My Lord, Bombay, 2d August, 1798 

I lose no tune in acknowledging the honor and giatifica- 
tion I have experienced in the receipt of youi Loidship’s 
commumcation of the 6tli ult , that reached me on the 30th 
of last month, and fiom the obhgmg expiessions in which I 
am encomaged, and shall certainly feel eveiy inclination to dis- 
charge the paiticular duties dependent on me m a manner to 
afford satisfaction to your Loidship, whose instiuctions and 
advice, whenever I may be favored with eithei, can never fad 
to have their full operation on my conduct 

Havmg imparted to the Commander -in-Chief, as well as 
to the Hon Mr North, the particulars relative to the mea- 
sures in deliberation respectmg Tippoo, the formei has 
fuimshed me with the state and disposition of our foices, 
whence it appears that the present garrison of Bombay 
consists of the King’s 75th regiment, two companies and 
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a half of aitilleiy, one legiment of native mfantiy, six com- 
panies of the gienadier battalion of N I and about half the 
maiine battalion, composing an effective force of 815 Euro- 
peans, and 3,320 Natives, besides 360 gun-lascais, without 
aims , and of the Sepoys, about seven hundred are at present 
unfit foi field service, neither can the maime battalion be 
rehed or reckoned on, as a pait of the garrison, because their 
numbers are constantly fluctuating, and are no more than 
sufficient for then piopei duties 

Tannah, in Salsette, is garrisoned by invalids, and a de- 
tachment of two companies of native infantry fiom Bombay , 
Suiat, by one company of Europeans from the Company's 
regiment in Malabar , half a company of artillery, and the 
local battalion of Sepoys. 

In Malabdi, we have the 77th legiment, and the Company’s 
European regiment (excepting the company detached to 
Surat, and the detachment on board of the Bombay frigate) 
three companies of aitilleiy, and three legunents and a half 
of native infantry, exclusive of the pioneers, gun-lascais and 
Sebundy coips Thus by the piesent distiibution of our 
foices, the fai gieatei part of oui army is m the province of 
Malabar, and so situated that, from the season, it cannot im- 
mediately be called up to service m the northern quarters 

Under these cucumstances, General Stuart (whose zeal for 
the service and professional abihty I dare say your Lordship 
is fully aware of) thinks that, without much hazard, so large 
a force can hardly be detached from the garrison here, as to 
the greatest number your Lordship’s letter adverts to, or of 
more than 500 men from the 75th regiment, with one com- 
pany of artillery and complement of gun-lascais, and also the 
SIX companies of the grenadier battalion, making 350 men, 
with the 2d battalion of the 4th regunent, consisting of 900, 
composing in all 1350 sepoys , it being at the same time fur- 
ther observed by oui Commander-m-Chief, that the emer- 
gency of the case could perhaps alone warrant our sparing 
such a great proportion of the force, which is not even now 
deemed adequate to the defence of this place were it attacked, 
and it will consequently be necessary to supply and replace 
them, without delay, by drafts fiom Malabar The Geneial 
also intimatmg that, m the intermediate time, and until the 
arrival of the reinforcements (which can hardly be looked to 
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befoie the end of Septembei or middle of October;, he will 
not he inclined to told himself responsible foi the conse- 
quences, 111 case of any attack on Bombay, which, although 
notapiobable event, seems still withm the lange of possi- 
bility, and desiiing likewise to notice, foi youi Lordship’s 
ohseivation, that we should have found less difficulty in send- 
ing a force fioin Malabai, wheie the gieatest pait of oui 
aimv is stationed, and the tioops leady for field-seivice, all, 
evceptnhatniustbeleftin the gaiiisons of Cannanoie, Cochin, 
and Paulghaut, with one native regiment (as I calculate) to 
preserve the peace throughout the districts, to which the 
Sehundies alone die not adequate , so that I hardly suppose 
we could safely send from Malabar above 3,000 Native In- 
fantry from the force at piesent stationed there, whether to 
come up heie, oi to act in that quarter in co-operation with 
the Madias aniiy, and there is certainly more material danger 
in withdrawing any part of our force from Malabar, at this mo- 
ment, than might be probably mcuiied by sending all the 3000 
men in question to act against the Sultaun’s tenitones m that 
quaitei , foi, whilst the tioops were acting within the obser- 
V itioii of the Malabai chieftains, these latter would, at least, 
he quiet, duimg our successful progress , but if they see the 
ti oops w ithdi awn, as it weie altogether, by himging them up 
to Bombay, they will be apt to ascribe it to oiu necessities 
and weakness, and to presume accordingly, for they one 
and all continue still uneasy under the yoke, we have been 
endeavouring to impose on them, and are only manageable by 
policy, aided bv the appeaiance, at least, of a competent mi- 
litaiy force 

Having thus submitted to youi Lordship the General’s opi- 
nion and ray own, as it is oui duty , — ^be assured I shall, when 
youi ffiither instiuctions aiiive, leave nothing undone to give 
them the fullest possible effect, and shall in the mean tune, 
write to Fort St George, as youi Loidship has suggested 

Your Loidship may m this and m all othei instances lely 
on my seciecy , but theie will, I feai, be no disguising the ob- 
ject of oui preparations , because, the notoiiety of Malaitic’s 
publication (wind) I long prevented getting into the news- 
papers here, and until they were prmted m the Bengal ones) 
leaves hut one geneialhelief, that youi Loidship must unavoid- 
ably adopt the measures now m meditation , and which I do 
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also most feivently join my own wishes to those of youi Lord- 
ship, may yet teiminate in the confirmation of the public 
peace 

I must still add the faithei opinion of Geneial Stuait, that, 
if so gieat d draft of troops be made from this Piesidency, it 
will he absolutely necessary to laise anothei native regiment 
He at the same time doubts, whether the Madias Govern- 
ment will be able to spare us a man, in which case, I might 
perhaps obtain one or two battalions fiom the Rajah of Tra- 
vancoie, on the teims of the treaty with him, if your Lordship 
appi oves of that expedient 

I have the honor to remain with the utmost consideration, 
My Lord, your Loidship’s 
Most obedient and very humble seivant, 

Jonathan Duncan 

J No XLIII 

The Earl of Moimngton to the Resident at Ltttlnow 

Sir, Foil ‘Wilhara, 6tb August, 1798 

I have received youi letter of the 27th ultimo 
Consideiing the advance of Golaum Mahonimed Khan to- 
wards Rohilcund without my sanction, as a decisive prool of 
his intention to create distiubance, I have communicated the 
intelligence which you hare tiansmitted respecting him to 
the commanding officeis at Futtehghui and Cawnpore, and 
have desired them to hold in readiness such pait of their 
force as they may judge necessary for suppressmg any com- 
motion which may be excited by Golaum Mahommed and his 
adhei ents 

You will also apply to the Nabob to furnish a body of his 
troops to be stationed at Nujeebadad or at whatever place 
may be found advisable, and you will, in concert with the 
Vizier, direct Nussui Ullah Khan to have recourse to every 
means in his power for preventing any of the Rohillahs from 
joining Golaum Mahommed Nussui Ullah Khan must be 
oideied to apprehend and send to Lucknow any persons who 
may be detected in favoi mg the views of Golaum Mahommed 
You will communicate to Majoi Generals Craig and Stewart 
such faithei information as you may receive respecting the 
designs of Golaum Mahommed Khan, and you w'lll concei t 
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vith tliose officeis and with the Viziei the detail of the mea- 
sures ivhich may he necessary for pieseivmg the tranquillity 
of the countiy 

In the meanwhile no time should be lost in obtaining the 
Vizier’s consent to the removal of the whole of the family oi 
Golaum Mahommed, including his sons, together with any 
treasure which the family may have in then possession to 
Benares 

You will have leceived my letter to the Vizier pressing him 
for the payment of the aireais of his subsidy As I am pei- 
suaded his Excellency possesses ample means of discharging 
the whole aireai without waitmg the receipt of the collections 
from the countiy, I desire that you will urge to him, in the 
strongest terms, my expectation that he will immediately le- 
sort to whatevei resources of any description he can command 
for the purpose of fulfilling his engagements. 

My intention of visiting Lucknow has suspended my answer 
to your several letters, but as I have thought it advisable to 
postpone my visit to that place for some time, I shall proceed 
without delay to the consideiation of the various points on 
which you have desired my instructions . 

I am, &c. -J 

Mornington 


No. XLIV 

The Earl of Mornington to Txppoo SuUaun 

Fort William, 7tli August, 1798 

Your Highness’s Letter gave me great satisfaction, at the 
same time that it reached me, I received from the Commis- 
sioneis in Malabar, theu final opinion upon the subject of 
Wynaad. After a full exammation of every cncumstance 
relating to your rights and to those of the Company, I am 
now convinced that Wynaad was not ceded to the Company 
by the tieaty of peace, and therefore that it belongs to your 
Highness As it never will be my wish to contest the small- 
est particle of your Highness’s rights, I have directed the 
Commissioners to make a foiraal acknowledgment of the jus- 
tice of your claim to Wynaad, which district you will occupy 
whenever it may suit youi pleasure As some doubts how- 
ever lemain whether the Tambacheriy Pass be not included 
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in the cessions made to the Company, hy the tieaty of peace, 
I have directed the officers of the Company to confer on that 
subject, with the person to be appointed hy your Highness 
All question between youi Highness and the Company with 
respect to Wynaad, is now brought to a happy conclusion — 
The right to the Tambacheriy Pass, and to the Talooks of 
Anieeiah and Souleah and Eisawaiaseemy still leinains foi 
discussion You will find me sinceiely disposed to considei 
the seveial questions i elating to these districts, with the same 
impartiality, of which I have endeavoured to afford youi 
Highness an unequivocal testimony m the final settlement of 
youi claims upon Wynaad 

I have the honour to be, &e. 

Mornington 

A tme Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Pei Sian Translator to Govt 


No. XLV 

General Hants to the Eat I of Mot mngton 
My Dear Lord, Madras, 7tli August, 1798 

My last letter to your Loidship, of which I now transmit 
a duplicate, was in a more desponding strain than you were 
piobably piepaied to receive , but if it had been my wish to 
soften the truths which it contained, I should have deemed 
it tieacherous to your Loidship to have done so, for as the 
responsibility of the oideis rests exclusively with youi Go- 
vernment, It was especially incumbent on me to apprize you 
of the difficulties which opposed their execution, that you 
might be enabled to send us eaily and effectual succour 
The situation of a person to command the detachment* has 
been justly considered an object of the greatest importance , 
after the fullest enquiry my choice has fallen upon Lieut - 
Colonel Robarts commanding the 11th native legunent, he 
was at Hyderabad with it till leheved by the Bengal detach- 
ment, and gave great satisfaction to the Nizam and his Mi- 
msters Lieut -Colonel Dahymple, the brothei-m-law of 
Lieut -Colonel Robaits is the second m command, and an 


* This refers to the poi tion of troops which the Governor General or- 
dered to he assembled m the Guntoor Circar (see Map) for the purpose 
of marching on Hyderabad, in order to disarm the French legion of 
11,000 men tlien in the service of the Nizam 
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with those oflaceis and with the Viziei the detail of the mea- 

snies which may he necessary for pieseivmg the tianquillity 

of the country 

In the meanwhile no time should be lost in obtaining the 
Viziei’s consent to the lemoval of the whole of the family of 
Golaum Mahommed, including his sons, togethei with any 
tieasure which the family may have in then possession to 
Benares 

You will have received my letter to the Viziei pressing him 
for the payment of the aiieais of his subsidy As I am pei- 
suaded his Excellency possesses ample means of dischai ging 
the whole airear without waitmg the receipt of the collections 
from the country, I desire that you will urge to him, m the 
strongest terms, my expectation that he will immediately re- 
sort to whatever resources of any description he can command 
for the purpose of fulfilling his engagements. 

My intention of visiting Lucknow has suspended my answer 
to your several letters, but as I have thought it advisable to 
postpone my visit to that place for some time, I shall proceed 
without delay to the consideration of the various points on 
which you have desired my instructions, , 

I am, &c. -4 

Mornington. 


No XLIV. 

The Earl of Mornington to Tippoo SitUaun 

Fort William, 7tli August, 1798 

Your Highness’s Letter gave me great satisfaction, at the 
same time that it reached me, I received from the Conimis- 
sioneis m Malabar, their final opinion upon the subject of 
Wynaad After a full examination of every circumstance 
relatmg to your rights and to those of the Company, I am 
now convinced that Wynaad was not ceded to the Company 
by the treaty of peace, and therefore that it belongs to your 
Highness As it never will be my wish to contest the small- 
est particle of your Highness’s tights, I have directed the 
Commissioners to make a formal acknowledgment of the jus- 
tice of your claim to Wynaad, which district you will occupy 
whenever it may smt your pleasure As some doubts how- 
ever remain whether the Tambacheiry Pass be not included 
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m the cessions made to the Company, hy the tieaty of peace, 
I have directed the officers of the Company to confei on that 
subject, with the person to be appointed by youi Highness 
All question between youi Highness and the Company with 
1 aspect to Wynaad, is now brought to a happy conclusion — 
The light to the Tambacheiry Pass, and to the Talooks of 
Ameeidh and Souleah and Eisawaiaseemy still remains for 
discussion You will find me smceiely disposed to consider 
the seveial questions i elating to these districts, with the same 
irapaitiahty, of which I have endeavouied to afford youi 
Highness an unequivocal testimony m the final settlement of 
youi claims upon Wynaad 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

Mobninoton 

A tnie Copy, N B Edmonstonb, 

Pei Sian Translatoi to Oovt 
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General Hanu to the Earl of Momington 
My Dear Lord, Madras, 7th August, 1798 

My last lettei to your Loidship, of which I now transnut 
a duplicate, was in a more despondmg stiain than you were 
piobably piepaied to leceive , W if it had been my wish to 
soften the truths which it contained, I should have deemed 
it treacherous to youi Loidship to have done so, for as the 
lesponsibihty of the ordeis rests exclusively with youi Go- 
vernment, It was especially incumbent on me to apprize you 
of the difficulties which opposed then execution, that you 
might be enabled to send us early and effectual succoui . 

The situation of a pel son to command the detachment^ has 
been justly considered an object of the greatest importance, 
after the fullest enquiry my choice has fallen upon Lieut - 
Colonel Robaits commanding the 11th native legiment, he 
was at Hyderabad with it till relieved by the Bengal detach- 
ment, and gave great satisfaction to the Nizam and his Mi- 
nisteis Lieut -Colonel Dahymple, the biothei-m-law of 
Lieut -Colonel Robarts is the second m command, and an 


* This refers to the poition of troops which the Governor Geneial or- 
dered to he assembled m the Guntoor Cirtai (see Map) for the purpose 
of marching on Hyderabad, in ordei to disarm the French legion of 
1 1,000 men then in the service of the Nizam 
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ofRcev of high military chaiacter he was also before at Hy- 
derabad, and IS the officer who so much distinguished himself 
at the taking of Raiboi But as Sii Aimed Claike is per- 
fectly acquainted with then chaiacters, I beg to lefei yoiu 
Loidship to hmi foi moie paiticulai infoimation It will 
appeal someMhat extiaoi dinaiy to yom Loidship (upon a 
peiusal of the accompanying minute lead in Council the 13th 
instant, but withdiawn foi the present) that the lequiied de- 
tachment would have been nearly ready at this time if the 
want of money had not afforded so seiious an objection, and 
if I had not been much importuned to lefiain from the mea- 
suie, and perhaps convinced that 1 should have met with 
much countei action which in my present temporary situation 
it would have been tioublesome to overcome The leceipt 
of youi instiuctions placed the measure in a stronger point of 
view, and yesteiday I deliveied to the Council the minute 
No.g 

Objections weie, as I e'^pected, enumerated, but as I de- 
clared my lesolution to take the measuie upon myself, and 
execute it with my own funds if no public money could be 
obtained, the opposition was silenced, and my aiiangements 
were instantaneously put in execution I must confess to 
your lordship, that this minute has lelieved the disquietude 
of mind undei which I wiote my last lettei , because I feel 
that I have done my duty towaids the public and myself, in 
adveitmg to the difficulties to which we are exposed , whilst 
I have at the same time, placed yoiu loidship’s wishes in the 
best possible train of accomplishment, and wiite this letter 
under a deteimination to use my unceasing endeavouis foi 
then effectual and speedy completion In the vaiious consi- 
derations that will engage your Lordship’s mind in deliberat- 
ing upon the gieat question, that of the hmitedpoweis al- 
lowed to the Commandei-m-Chief on the coast, will not 
escape you In the event of hostilities, I should most 
earnestly wish your loidsliip to be heie, and the Commandei- 
in-Chief in India to be in command of the aimy , foi although 
I have no doubt yom Loi dship would endeavoui to prevent 
the certain bad consequences of placing me in the command, 
Without an extension of my previous powers, I am thoroughly 
convinced, that the service would most essentiaBy benefit by 
joui Loidsliip’s presence at Madias 
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The outhne of youi Lordship’s ideas lor the defence of the 
Carnatic, appears to me perfectly coriect, and so sensible 
am I of the necessity of stoies and a tiain in advance, that 
you will have a plan immediately laid befoie you, for putting 
the Pettah of Kistnagheriy into a state foi a depot The 
unusual swelling of the nveis at Tiichinopoly, and oui total 
want of piepaiation in eveiy way, not a boat being leady, 
and the Nabob’s people doing nothing, has caused a delay in 
that quai tei , which might have been most fatal, had Tippoo 
come down when he fiist received intelligence of our pi epara- 
tions. 

I am my Lord, 

Youi very faithful and obedient servant 

Geo Harris 


No. XL VI. 

The Earl of Moimngton to Lieut -Col JF Palmer, Resident at Poonah 
Sir, Port William, 9th August, 1798 

Your letter of the 13th July, No 28, is now before me 
In the 11th paragiaph, you state the piobabihty of the 
Peishwa’s endeavouiing to save his peison by joining the 
foices of the Nizam, but you add youi appiehension, that 
he may find it difficult to effect his retieat if Scindiah should 
deteimme to seize him in the city 

Undei such circumstances, it is possible that the Peishwa 
might be able to effect his letieat with moie facility, if he 
were to diiect his motions towaids Bombay, and to join oui 
troops 

If therefoie the Peishwa shall have consented to the pro- 
positions contained in my mstiuctions to you of the 8th July, 
I authoiize you to offer him a letreat at Bombay, and to 
assuie him, that he will be leceived with every maik of les- 
pect and friendship, and that his peison will be protected 
with the most exact attention 

You will take caie to give sufficient notice to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, if the Peishwa should be likely to avail 
himself of this offer, in oidei that they may prepare for his 
reception 

I am, &c 

Mornington 
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No XLVII 

ne Earl of Moinington to Captain J A Kirhpaiucli, actinp Resident at 
Hyderahad 

Sir, Fort William, 1 1 tli August, 1 798 

I have leceived youi lettei of the 24'th July, to which I 
now letuin my answer 

By lefening to my detailed instiuctions of the 8th July, 
you will peiceive that the aiiangements which I propose, aie 
not limited to a meie enlargement of oui existing subsidiary 
engagements with the Nizam 

I collect fiom yom lettei, that Azim ul Omra would be 
likely to require thiee conditions in addition to those stated 
in the abstiactof my instiuctions of the 8th July, before he 
would consent to accede to my piopositions 
The fiist, an engagement to support the succession of Se- 
cunder Jab 

Secondly, the power of employing the Biitish detachment, 
in canying into effect various measures of internal lefoim in 
the Nizam’s dominions 

Thirdly, the extension of my proposed arbitration of the 
existing differences between the courts of Poonah and Hyde- 
rabad, to any cases of diffeience which may hereafter arise 
It IS my decided mtention to support the succession of Se- 
cundei Jah But I have directed you to conceal that inten- 
tion fiom Azim ul Omia for the present, under an appiehen- 
sion that the disclosure of it might excite suspicion and 
jealousy m the nund of the Nizam 

If, howevei, you should be of opmion that this communica- 
tion could be made to Azim ul Omra, without any danger of 
the nature which I apprehend, I authorize you to act accord- 
ing to your own discretion in this respect 

With legaid to the employment of the British detachment 
within the Nizam’s donmuons, it appears to me that I have 
already laid down the rule with sufficient clearness in my lettei 
of the M'th July , in which I have dnected, that the employ- 
ment of the British troops, in his Highness’s dominions, shall 
be restricted to those impoitant cases in which his person or 
authority shall be endangered, and shall not be extended to 
those services, which more properly belong to Sebundy coi ps 
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This rule would certainly admit of the employment of the ~ 
detachment m the cases stated in youi letter of the 24'th 
July, noi am I aware of any objection to the use of the British 
tioops, undei the diiection of the Nizam’s ministers, m ser- 
vices connected with the introduction of a system of internal 
lefoim into his Highness’s dominions 

If the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad, shall concui in 
accepting my arbitiation of their subsisting differences, theie 
will be every reason to hope, that they would be prepared to 
receive a similai secuiity against the effects of any disputes 
which may hereafter arise It nevei was my intention to 
confine my interposition to the circumstances of the present 
moment, my object being to umte the interests of the two 
courts, upon a permanent basis 
My wish unquestionably is, that the Company should for 
the future, be placed in the situation of a mediator between the 
other two branches of the triple alliance, and should here- 
after by a timely interposition of good offices, prevent them 
from engaging in contests, which must eventually impair the 
strength of both parties, and defeat the ends of the tuple 
alliance. 

I am, &c 

Mornington. 


No XLVIII. 

[ Min ute of the Governor-Geneial m the Secret Department ] 
The Governor-General. FoitWilliam, August 12, 1/98 
In communicating to the Board an authentic copy of the 
proclamation issued by the Goveinoi -General of the Isle 
of France, during the residence of the Ambassadors of 
Tippoo Sultaun in that island, I mfoimed the Boaid that 
I would prepare the detail of such measures, as appeared 
to me most advisable for the purpose, of frustrating the 
united efforts of Tippoo Sultaun and of Fiance Accord- 
ingly I have laid before the Board, for that necessary pur- 
pose, a number of propositions, connected in their prin- 
ciple as well as in then object, and I have endeavomed to 
carry the proposed system of measures into execution with 
every practicable degiee of diligence and despatch Wlien it 
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IS lemembeied that I did not take chaige of this Government 
until the ISth of May, that the pioclamation did not make 
Its fiist appeaiance at this Presidency until the 8th of June, 
and was not authenticated heie until the 18th of June, I tiust 
it will appeal that I have pioceeded with as much expedition 
as was compatible with the due consideiation of the vaiious 
and mipoitant questions which demanded my decision 
Although the leading objects of the several piopositions 
which have been adopted by this Government may be col- 
lected fiom my late conespondence with the Governments of 
Fort St Geoige and Bombay, and with the Residents at 
Poonah and Hydeiabad, it may be useful to leview, with 
more particulaiity, the ciicumstances which have suggested 
this system of measmes to my judgment My piesent inten- 
tion, therefoie, is to explam and illustrate the principles upon 
which that system is founded, the means by which I hope to 
cairy it into effect, and the ends which I expect to accom« 
phsh by its ultimate success and peiraanent establishment 
In this letrospect of my conduct, I shall disclose, without 
hesitation oi reserve, the whole tiain of leflections which has 
passed in my mind durmg the agitation of this intricate and 
extensive subject , and I shall avow, without disguise, eveiy 
successive variation of my opinion, and eveiy instance in 
which I have leluctantly submitted my unaltered judgment to 
the piessuie of practical difficulties, noi shall I deny that 
I have ultimately pursued a course, fai within the limits of 
that, to which the sense of my own duty and charactei, the 
clearest piinciples of justice and of pohcy, the unquestionable 
rights and mteiests of the Company, and the honour of the 
Biitish name in India, would have directed me, if the obsta- 
cles to my progress had not appeared absolutely insui- 
mountable 

The various consideiations which have successively en- 
gaged my attention may be stated in the following oi dei — 


* The Minute of the Goveruor-General, (seep 64) lespectingthe finan- 
cial distress of India, bearing date 12th June 1798, demonstrates that it re- 
quired deliberation before increased expenses were to be incuired, and it 
also pioves that Lord Mornmgton had attentively examined the whole 
question of the pecuniarv embarrassments m which his Lordship found 
the East India Oompain’s territories involved 
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First, — The nature and character of the lecent proceedings 
of Tippoo Sultaun 

Secondly, — The rights and interests of the Company, and 
the principles of my duty arising out of those proceedings 
Thiidly, — The circumstances which might suspend oi limit 
the actual exercise of those rights, the immediate and com- 
plete establishment of those interests, and the satisfactory 
discharge of that duty 

Fourthly, — The mtermediate precautions which might be 
adopted during the suspension of more effectual measures, 
and the securities which might now be provided against the 
return of oui actual dangei 

The fiist consideiation lequiied an attentive examination 
of the proclamation issued at the Isle of France, together with 
all the collateral circumstances accompanymg that extra- 
ordinary publication The proclamation made its first ap- 
pearance at Calcutta m a newspaper of the 8th of June 
Upon the first view of the subject, I was much mclmed to 
doubt the authenticity of the proclamation It seemed m- 
ci edible that, if the French really entertained a design of 
furnishing aid to Tippoo, they would pubbcly declare that 
design, when no other apparent end could be answered by 
such a declaration, excepting that of exposmg the project in 
Its infancy to the observation ot our Governments, both at 
home and in India, and of preparing both for a timely and 
effectual resistance It did not appear more probable that 
Tippoo (whatever might be his secret design) would have 
risked so public and unguarded an avowal of his hostility, 
howevei, even under these crrcumstances, I thought it ad- 
visable to transmit a copy of the proclamation to the Governor 
of Fort St George, in a private letter of the 9th of June, 
apprizing him that, if the proclamation should prove authentic, 
it must lead to a serious remonstrance from this Government 
to Tippoo, the result of which lemonstiance must be uncer- 
tain, my letter, therefore, directed him to turn his attention 
to the means of collecting a force upon the coast, if necessity 
should unfortunately require such a measure 

The first regular authentication of the proclamation which 
I received was contained in the letter from Lord Macartney, 
of 28th March, and in that from Sir Hugh Christian of the 
same date, received on the 18th of June. It could now no 
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longei be doubted that the pioclamation actually had been 
issued by the Goveinoi Geneial of the Isle of Fiance. Still, 
howevei, it might have lemained a question M'hetliei this 
step might not have been taken without the concunence of 
Tippoo Siillaun, and foi the pioinotion of some separate 
object of the Fiench Goveinment, unconnected with his in- 
terests and unauthoiized by his consent Fiom the accounts 
which I had received of the state of the Isle of Fiance, I was 
led to believe that the object of Mi Malaitic might have 
lieen to clear the Island of the adherents to the cause of the 
present Goveinment ol Fiance, lather than to afford any 
effectual assistance to Tippoo It appears, however, from 
a more accuiate investigation of evidence, that the ship (which 
fiist conveyed to the Isle of Fiance those accounts of the last 
1 evolution in France, and of the violent measuies projected 
against the Isks of France and Bourbon, which occasioned 
the late disturbances at Poit Noid Guest, and the expulsion 
of the Flench national tioops from thence) did not reach the 
Isle of France until Tippoo’s Ambassadois had depaited fiom 
thence on then return to Mangalore The assistance afforded 
to Tippoo cannot theiefoie have been connected with the 
lecent commotions in the Isle of France However, I do not 
apprehend, unless some new revolution shall happen in the 
Isle of Fiance, that Tippoo Sultaun will be able to derive any 
■considerable aid fiom that quarter But whatever may have 
been the motives of Monsieur Malartic in this transaction, 
the object of Tippoo Sultaun was always plain and cleai, 
although, fortunately for our inteiests, his success has not 
yet been answerable to the extent of his design Of the 
object of that design, I soon possessed ample proof, aiising 
from the best evidence which the nature of the case could 
admit In the first place it appealed, by the geneial tenoi 
of the letters fiom the Cape, as well as hy eveiy public ac- 
count which had been given of the transaction, to he an 
undisputed fact, that Tippoo despatched two Ambassadors to 
tile Isle of Prance, and that the pioclamation in question was 
published subsequently to their airival and duung their lesi- 
dence in that island These facts would perhaps have been 
sufficient, without further inquuy, to wairant a strong pre- 
sumption that this proclamation, purporting to declaie the 
object of the embassy, must have been fiamed with the con- 
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sent and knowledge of the Ambassadors of Tippoo, then on 
the spot, and must have coiresponded with then instiuctions 
flora their soveieign, whose oideis thej would scaicely have 
ventui ed to exceed in a matter of such seiious consequence as 
the conclusion of an alliance, offensive and defensive, with the 
French In older, howevei, to obtain the most accurate in- 
foimation with lespect to the cn cumstances attending the 
reception of the embassy, the publication of the proclamation, 
and the conduct of the Ambassadors, I examined, upon oath, 
some respectable peisons who were present in tlie Isle of 
France during the residence of the Ambassadors atPoitNoid 
Quest. Fioin the concurrent testimony of these persons, 
since coiioboiated by intelligence from various quaiteis, I 
obtained a connected account of the whole transaction 

Tippoo despatched two Ambassadors, who embarked at 
Mangaloie foi the Isle of France, and arrived there at the 
close of the month of January 1798 They hoisted Tippoo’s 
colouis upon enteiing the harbour of Poit Noid Quest, were 
received publicly and formally by the French Government 
with eveiy ciicumstance of distinction and lespect, and weie 
entertained during then continuance on the Island at the 
public expense Pieviously to then ainval, no idea or 
rumoni existed m the Island of any aid to be lurnished to 
Tippoo by the French, oi of any prospect of a wai between 
him and the Company The second day aftei the anival of 
the Ambassadois, an advertisement was published of the 
same pmpoit as the proclamation, and immediately afterwards 
the proclamation was fixed up in the most public places, and 
circulated through the town Qne of the Ambassadois was 
perfectly conversant with tire Fiench language. A person 
accompanied the embassy b om Mangalore, who was habited 
in the Turkish diess, who spoke French and English with 
uncommon coirectness and fluency, and who appeared to 
possess considerable knowledge and talents, and to be well 
acquainted with most of the country languages of India This 
person had been known at Bussoiah by the name of Abdoolah, 
at Surat by that of Derwish, and in the Isle of France passed 
under that of Talamas, under which last name he had also 
passed in Bengal, where he resided for some years The 
Ambassadois (far from protesting against the matter oi style 
of the proclamation) held, without reserve, in the most public 
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mannei, the same language which it contams with respect to 
the offensive wax to be commenced against the Bntish pos- 
sessions, in India, they even suffeied the pioclamation to be 
publicly distiibuted at then own house Talamas’s conveisa- 
tion, though with moie caution and mysteiy, coriesponded m 
substance with thens In consequence of these ciiciimstances, 
an umveisal belief pi evaded in the Island, thatTippoo would 
make an immediate attack upon the British possessions in 
India, which opinion had gained so much force, that the per- 
sons who gave this evidence, and all those who aiiived at that 
period in India from the Isle of Fiance, e'^pected to find ns 
at wai with Tippoo, but they all concmied m declaiing, that 
the temerity of Tippoo’s design had excited geneial iiclicule 
in that Island The Ambassadois weie piesent in the Island 
when the French Government proceeded to act undei the 
pioclamation m question, and they aided and assisted the 
execution of it, by makmg piomises in the name of Tippoo 
foi the puipose of inducing lecimts to enlist, they pioposed 
to levy men to any practicable extent, stating then poweis to 
be unlimited with xespect to the numbeis of the foice to be 
raised. The Ambassadors aided and assisted in the levy of 
150 officeis and privates for the service of Tippoo, undei the 
teims and for the purposes of the proclamation Few of the 
officers are of any experience oi skill, and the privates are 
the refuse of the lowest class of the democratic rabble of the 
Island Some of them are volunteers, others were taken fiom 
the prisons and compelled to embaik, scveial of them aie 
Caffies and people of half-cast With such of these tioops 
as weie volunteers, the Ambassadors enteied into seveial 
stipulations and engagements in the name of Tippoo 
On the 7th of Maich, 1798, the Ambassadois embaiked on 
boaid the French fngate La Preneuse, togethei with the 
force thus raised, and they publicly declaied an intention of 
proceeding to the Isle of Bouibon, with the hope of obtaining 
more recruits for the same seivice 
The proclamation, therefore, oiiginated in the anival of the 
Ambassadois at the Isle of Fiance, was distiibuted by their 
agents, was avowed in eveiy part by then own public declaia- 
tion, and finally was executed accoiding to its tenor by then 
personal assistance and co-opeiation 
The proclamation itself furnished the most poweiful m- 
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ternal evidence of tlie concur! ence of the Ambassadois iii all 
Its essential paits, the pimcipal facts stated theiem me — 

“ That Tippoo Sultdunj thiough two Ambassadoxs des- 
patched foi the puipose to the Isle of Fiance, had addiessed 
letteis to the colonial assembly of the Isle of Fiance, to all 
the Geneials employed theie, and to the Executive Diicctoiy 
of Fiance, and had made the following piopositions — 

“ 1st That he desiied to foim an alliance, offensive and 
defensive, with the Fiench, and offeied to maintain at his 
expense, duiing the continuance of the wai in India, whatever 
tioops should be fuinished by the Fienth, and to supply 
(with the exception of certain stoies) eveiy neccssaiy foi 
caiiymg on the war 

“ 2d That he had given assuiances that all his piejiara- 
tions wcie alieady completed, and that the geneials and 
officers would find every thing neccssaiy foi carrying on a 
species ofwai, to which Europeans have not been accustomed 
in then contests with the Native Poweis in India 

‘'3d That he only waited for the succour of France to 
declare wai against the English, and that it was his aident 
desire to expel the English from India ” 

Upon the gioiind of these facts, the pioclamation lecom- 
mends a geiieial levy of men foi the seivice of Tippoo , and 
it concludes by assuiing “ all the citizens who shall enlist, 
that Tippoo will give them an advantageous rate of pay and 
allowances, which will be fixed by hts Ambasiadois, who will 
also engage, in the name of then soveieign, that the Fiench- 
men who shall have enlisted in his aimy, shall nevei be de- 
tained theie aftei they shall have expressed a desne ofietuin- 
ing to then native country ” 

The avowed puipoit of this pioclamation is to acquaint the 
inhabitants of the Island with the propositions made byTippoo 
Sultaun, through his Ambassadois then on the spot It 
enumeiates those piopositions with a paiticulaiity of detail 
which could never have been hazaided in the piesence of the 
Ambassadois if the facts stated had not been correctly true, 
or if the piopositions enumeiated had varied in substance 
fiom those communicated by the Ambassadois under the 
orders of then sovereign But the last paragraph 6f the pro- 
clamation eonnected with the conduct of the Ambassadois as 
already desciibed, establishes in the clearest manner fheir^ 
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participation in the whole transaction That paragiaph con- 
tains a diiect lefeience to the poweis of the Ambassadois, 
and engages on then behalf that they shall entei into cei tain 
stipulations in the name of their sovereign with lespect to the 
pay and final dischaige of such French subjects as shall enlist 
in his army undei the conditions of the proclamation The 
accounts which I have leceived from the Isle of France con- 
ciu m stating, that the Ambassadors openly acted under this 
part of the pioclamation, and in the name of Tippoo entered 
into engagements and stipulations with the recruits according 
to the assurances specified in the proclamation Monsicui 
De Bue, now master attendant at Mangalore, stated to one ot 
the witnesses whom I examined, the whole substance of the 
engagements which had passed personally between him and 
the Ambassadois, all of which engagements lefeiied imme- 
diately to Tippoo’s intention of commencmg wai upon the 
Company, with the aid of the French force then about to be 
levied , and it is certain that without some such engagement 
not a man would have been raised m the Isle of Fiance foi 
the sei vice of Tippoo It appears from the evidence winch 
I have collected, that the Ambassadors had not bi ought to 
the Isle of Fiance a supply of treasure sufficient for advancing 
bounty money to the recruits It was stated that an appre- 
hension of the English cruizeis had prevented the embaika- 
tion of treasure for this purpose, and no doubt was enter- 
tained that if the Ambassadors had been better provided 
with money, they might have raised a much greater number 
of men, who lefused to engage on the mere security of pro- 
mises in the name of Tippoo 

The Ambassadors, together with the foice thus collected 
during the time of then mission in the Isle of Fiance, landed 
from the frigate. La Freneuse, at Mangaloie, on the 26th of 
Apiil, 1798 Accounts vary with lespect to the exact number 
of the force landed, the most probable are that it did not 
exceed 200 persons Tippoo (far from manifesting the least 
symptom of disapprobation of the conduct of his Ambassadois 
in any part of the transaction) foimally received them, and the 
officers and leading persons so landed with public marks of 
honour and distinction. One of his Ambassadors resided for 
some time with the French recruits in a fortress near Manga- 
lore, and the Sultaun has admitted the whole levy of officers 
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and men into his seivice Refeiung, iheiefoie, to the conduct 
of the Amhassadois m the Isle of France to then aiuval at 
Mangaloie with the foice levied in consequence of then mis- 
sion, and finally to the reception ol the Amhassadois and of 
the Flench recuuts by Tippoo Sultaun, the following conclu- 
sions appealed to me to he incontroveitibly established — 

Fust, — That the Amhassadois despatched by Tippoo Sul- 
taun to the Government of the Isle of Fiance pioposed to 
that Government an alliance, offensive and defensive, against 
the British possessions in India, which alliance was accepted 
by that Government, and its acceptance formally notified by 
a public pioclaraation 

Secondly, — That the Amhassadois were charged with let- 
ters from Tippoo Sultaun to the Executive Directoiy of 
Fiance, which letters weie stated to contain the same piopo- 
sition, and that the Ambassadors deliveied these letters to 
the Governoi General of the Isle of Fiance for the purpose 
of tiansniission to Fiance 

Thirdly, — That the Ambassadors, in the name of Tippoo 
Sultaun, gave public assurances that he had actually com- 
pleted the necessaiy pieparations for commencing immediate 
hostilities, and that he only waited the ai rival of succours 
fi om the Flench to declare wai agamst the Company, foi the 
express purpose of expelling the Biitish nation from India 

Fouithly, — ^That the Ambassadors demanded unlimited mi- 
htaiy succoui fiom the French, and levied a military force in 
the Isle of Fiance with the declared object of commencing 
immediate w ai against the British nation in India 

Fifthly, — That this force has been actually landed in 
Tippoo’s country, and publicly admitted into his seivice with 
signal marks of approbation , and that the Ambassadors have 
been received with similar distinction 

Sixthly, — That Tippoo Sultaun (by receiving with public 
maiks of approbation his Ambassadois, who had concluded in 
his name an offensive and defensive alliance with the French, 
and by admitting into Ins service the mihtaiy foice laised for 
effecting the objects of that alliance) has personally ratified 
the engagements contained in the pioclaination of the Go- 
vernor Geneial of the Isle of Fiance, and has pioceeded to 
act undei tliose engagements confounahly to the tenor of tlmt 
proclamation 
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Seventhly, — That although the succour actually i eceived by 
Tippoo Sultaun under his offensive alliance with the Fiench 
IS inconsiderable, yet the tenoi of the pioclamation, the pro- 
position made to the Fiench Government foi unlimited mili- 
taiy aid, &c &c , and the declarations of the Ambassadois 
piove, that it was the intention of Tippoo Sultaun, to leceive 
into his service the largest force which he could obtain, for 
the purpose of commencing a war of aggression agamst the 
Company in India 

Having thus entered into offensive and defensive engage- 
ments with the enemy, havmg proceeded to collect in con- 
junction with the enemy, a force openly destined to act 
agamst the possessions of the Company, having avowed 
through his public Ambassadors, that he has compleated 
his piepaiations of war for the express purpose of attempt- 
ing the entile subversion of the British Empire in India, and 
havmg declared that he only waits the effectual succoui of 
the Fiench to prosecute offensive operations , Tippoo Sul- 
taun has violated the tieaties of peace and friendship sub- 
sisting between him and the Company, and has committed an 
act of direct hostility against the British Government in India. 

Before I proceeded to apply the principles of the law of 
nations to the conduct of Tippoo Sultaim, it appeared pro- 
per to enquire what had been the conduct of the Company 
towards him for some years past, and whether he had re- 
ceived any provocation to justify oi to palliate his late pio- 
ceedmgs 

Since the conclusion of the Tieaty of Seiingapatam, the 
Biitiah Governments in India, have uniformly conducted 
themselves towaids Tippoo Sultaun, not only with the most 
exact attention to the pimciples of moderation, justice, and 
good faith, but have endeavouied by every practicable 
means to concihate his confidence, and to mitigate his vin- 
dictive spirit Some differences have occasionally arisen with 
respect to the boundaiies of his temtory boidenng upon the 
confines of oui possessions on the coast of Malahai , hut the 
lecords of all the Biitish Governments in India wdl shew, 
that they always manifested the utmost anxiety to piomote 
the amicable adjustment of eveiy doubtful or disputed pomt; 
and that Tippoo Sultaun has received the most unequivocal 
proofs of the constant disposition of the Company to acknow’- 
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ledge and confirm all his just rights, and to lernove eveiy 
cause of jealousy, which might tend to interrupt the continu- 
ance of peace 

The servants of the Company in India, have not however 
been ignoiant of the implacable sentiments of levenge, which 
he has pieseived without abatement since the horn of his 
last defeat It has always been well understood, that Tippoo 
Sullaun’s resentment was not to be appeased by any conci- 
liatory advances on our part, noi by any othei means than 
the recovery of his lost power, the disgrace of the British 
aims, and the luin of the British interests in India With 
such views it was expected that he would eagerly embrace 
the first favorable occasion of striking a blow against our 
possessions, and his intrigues at the Courts of Hyderabad 
and Poonah, together with his Embassy to Zemaun Shah, 
(although managed with such a degree of caution as to 
avoid the appearance of direct acts of aggression,) were 
sufficient mdications of an hostile mmd. But none of 
these ciicumstances have in any degree affected the conduct 
of the Company’s servants towards him, and the coirespon- 
dence between him and the late Governor Geneial, and the 
letters from Bombay on the subject of the district ofWynaad, 
furmsh ample proofs of a sinceie desire to bring that ques- 
tion to a fail issue, “ wtth the consent and hnoioledge of both 
parties," according to the tenor of the 7th article of the 
treaty of Sermgapatam, I appeal to the lettei which I des- 
patched to him soon after my axrival in Bengal, proposmg an 
amicable adjustment of the same question, as well as of his 
recent claims upon certain parts of the district of Cooiga, 
for a testimony of the pacific spirit which has marked my 
first communication with him , although, perhaps, a less mild 
lepiesentation might have been justified, by his unwaiianta- 
ble precipitation m statiomng a mihtaiy force on the frontier 
of Cooiga, before he had made any txial of the presciibed 
and regular channels of negociation Tippoo Sidtaun cannot 
therefore alledge even the pretext of a grievance to palhate 
the character of his recent acts , he has indeed alledged none, 
but has constantly professed the most sinceie desire to mam- 
tain the lelations of amity and peace with the Company In 
his letters to Su John Shore (written a short tune before the 
return of the Mysorean Ambassadors from the Isle of Fiance, 
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and received at Foit William on the 26th Apiil, 1798, the 
day on which the French foice landed at Mangalore) Tippoo 
declaies, “that his fiiendly heait is disposed to pay every 
legaid to tmth and justice, and to strengthen the foundations 
of haimony and concord established between the two states.” 
And he signifies his desire that “Sii John Shoie would im- 
press Lord Moimngton, with a sense of the fiiendslup and 
unanimity so firmly subsisting between the two states.” 

This IS not the language of hostility, nor even of discon- 
tent From what disposition in the friendly heait of Tippoo 
these amicable professions have proceeded, how they are 
connected with a regard to truth and justice, oi calculated to 
strengthen the foundations of harmony and concord, and to 
impress me with a sense of the Sultaun’s friendship, can now 
admit of no question, since it is now proved, that these letters 
were wiitten at the very moment, when Tippoo was in an- 
xious expectation of the hourly arrival of that militaiy suc- 
cour, which he had sohcited from the enemy foi the express 
pm pose of commencing a war of aggression against the Com- 
pany’s possessions 

The motive therefore of Tippoo Sultaun, was no other 
than that avowed m his correspondence with the enemy, and 
pubhslied undei the eyes of his own Ambassadors, “an ai- 
dent desire to expel the British nation from India ” 

It appears highly piobable, that he was instigated by the 
piomises and exhortations of the Government of Fiance, 
(whose emissaries have reached his councils) to hasten the 
execution of a pioject, m which every consideiation of in- 
teiest, and every sentiment of passion would mduce the 
Fiench to embark with a degree of zeal, ardoui, and rancour 
not infer 101 to his own 

The importance of these possessions to all the most valua- 
ble interests of Gieat Biitam, has pointed the paiticulai at- 
tention of the Government of Fiance to the destruction of 
our empiie in India The prosperity of oui settlements in 
India, has long been the piimaiy and undisguised object of 
the jealousy of Fiance, avowed by all her miiiisteis in every 
negociation, and by all hei rulers in every stage of her innu- 
merable revolutions, Tippoo therefore might reasonably 
hope, that if the cessation of hostilities on the continent of 
Europe, should at any time enable the French ducctoiy to 
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turn theii views to the disturbance of the peace of India, 
such an adventuie would be among the eailiest of then opei- 
ations 

The conclusion of a peace upon the continent of Europe, 
the weak state of the internal Governments of Poonah and 
Hyderabad, the existing dissentions, apparently piecluding 
all co-operation and conceit between those two poweis, added 
to the growing stiength of a French faction in eveiy pait of 
India, may have appealed both to Tippoo and to the French 
to offer a favoi able oppoi tunity for the prosecution of then 
joint design The piematuie disclosure of this design may 
perhaps be imputed lathei to the policy of M Malartic, 
than to the imprudence of Tippoo, whether the scope of 
that policy was to involve us in a war with Tippoo, or to ex- 
pose his treacheiy to oui view, is yet a matter of doubt, but 
whatevei cncuinstances occasioned the premature drsclosure 
of the design, whether the design was wisely or rashly con- 
ceived , whether it has partially succeeded, or entuely failed, 
aie questions, the solution of which m no degree affects the 
offensive nature of an aggression so unprovoked, and of a 
violation of faith so flagrant and unqualified The history of 
the woild scaicely furnishes an instance, in which any two 
powers have united in confederacy or alliance precisely with 
the same motives The party proposing an offensive alliance 
against the Company, cannot be absolved fiom the conse- 
quences of such an act, by any apparent oi real indiffeience 
in the party accepting such a proposal The conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun, therefore, cannot be correctly estimated 
by lefeience to the supposed motives of Monsieur Malaitic. 
From the apphcation of the acknowledged principles of the 
law of nations to the facts of this case, I formed my judgment 
of the lights of the Company, and of my own duties with re- 
ference to the aggression of Tippoo The course of leason- 
ing which I pursued may be stated m the following manner 
The lights of states applicable to every case of contest 
with foreign powers, are created and limited by the necessity 
of pieseivmg the public safety, this necessity is the founda- 
tion of the reciprocal claim of all nations to explanation of 
suspicious or ambiguous conduct, to reparation for injuries 
done, and to security agamst injuries intended 

In any of these cases, when just satisfaction has been de- 
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nied, 01 from the evident natuie of cii cumstances cannot 
otherwise be obtained, it is the undoubted light of the in- 
jured paity to resort to aims foi the vindication of the 
public safety, and m such a conjunctuie, the light of the 
state becomes the duty of the Government, unless some ma- 
teiial consideiation of the puhhc mteiest should forbid the 
attempt,. 

If the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun had been of a natuie 
which could be teimed ambiguous oi suspicious , if he had 
merely mcieased his foice beyond his oidinaiy establishment, 
or had stationed it in some position on oui confines oi on 
those of our allies, which might justify jealousy oi alaini , if 
he had renewed his seciet intiigues at the Couits of Hydeia- 
bad, Poonah and Cabul, oi even if he had enteied into any 
negociation with Fiance, of which the object was at all ob- 
scure , it might be oui duty to lesoit in the fiist instance to 
his consti action of proceedings, which being of a doubtful 
chaiactei, might admit of a satisfactoiy explanation But 
where theie is no doubt, theie can be no mattei foi explana- 
tion The act of Tippoo’s ambassadois, latified by himself, 
and accompanied by the landing of a Fiench foice in his 
country, is a public, unqualified and unambiguous declaiation 
« act of war, aggravated by an avowal, that the object of the 
war is neitliei explanation, reparation, noi secuiity, but the 
total destruction of the Biitish Government in India To 
affect to misunderstand an insult and injury of such a com- 
plexion would aigue a consciousness either of weakness oi of 
feai , no state m India can misconstiue the conduct of Tippoo , 
the correspondence of oui Residents at Hydeiabad and 
Poonah sufficiently manifests the construction which it heais 
at both those Courts , and m so clear and plain a case, oui 
demand of explanation would he justly attributed either to a 
defect of spmt oi of powei, the result of such a demand 
would theiefoie he, the disgiace of our chaiactei, and the 
dimmution of oui influence and consideration in the eyes of 
our allies, and of every powei m India If the moment should 
appear favourable to the execution of Tippoo’s declared de- 
sign, he would answer such a demand by an mimediate at- 
tack , if, on the other hand, his preparations should not be 
sufficiently advanced, he would deny the existence of his en- 
gagements with Fiance, would persist in the denial until he 



1798 


THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 


173 


had leaped the full benefit of them, and finally, aftei having 
completed the improvement of his own army, and leceived the 
accession of an additional Fiench force, he would turn the 
combined strength of both against oui possessions, with an 
alacnty and confidence inspired by our inaction, and with 
advantages redoubled by oui delay In the present case the 
idea therefore of demanding explanation must be rejected, as 
bemg disgraceful in its principle, and fiivolous m its object 
The demand of reparation, in the strict sense of the term, 
cannot properly be applied to cases of intended injury, ex- 
cepting in those instances, v here the nature of the reparation 
demanded may be essentially connected with security against 
the injurious mtention 

Where a State has unjustly seized the property, or invaded 
the teiiitoiy, or violated the lights of anothei, lepaiation may 
be made by restoring what has been unjustly taken, or by a 
subsequent acknowledgment of the light which has been in- 
fringed, but the cause of om complaint agamst Tippoo Sul- 
taun, is not that he has seized a portion of oui property which 
he might restore, oi invaded a part of oui territory which he 
might again cede, or violated a right which he might here- 
after acknowledge , we complain, that, professing the most 
amicable disposition, bound by subsistmg treaties of peace 
and friendship, and unprovoked by any offence on our part, 
he has manifested a design to effect oui total destiuction , he 
has piepaied the means and instruments of a wai of extermi- 
nation against us , he has solicited and received the aid of our 
inveterate enemy for the declaied purpose of annihilating our 
Empire and he only waits the arrival of a more effectual 
succour to strike a blow against oui existence 

That he has not yet received the effectual succour which 
he has sohcited, may be asciibed either to the weakness of 
the Government of Mauritius, or to their want of zeal in his 
cause, or to the rashness and imbecility of his own Councils , 
but neither the measure of his hostility, nor of oui right to 
restram it, noi of oui danger from it, aie to be estimated by 
the amount of the force which he has actually obtained , for 
we know that Ins demands of mihtaiy assistance were un- 
limited , we know that they were addressed not merely to the 
Government of Mamitius, but to that of France, and we can- 
not ascertain how soon they may be satisfied to the full ex- 
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Hied, or from the evident nature of circumstances cannot 
othermse be obtained, it is the undoubted right of the in- 
jured party to resort to arms for the vindication of the 
public safety; and in such a conjuncture, the right of the 
state becomes the duty of the Government, unless some ma- 
terial consideration of the public interest should forbid the 
attempt,- 

If the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun had been of a nature 
which could be termed ambiguous or suspicious ; if he had 
merely increased his force beyond his ordinary establishment, 
or had stationed it in some position on our confines or on 
those of our alhes, which might justify jealousy or alarm , if 
he had renewed his secret intrigues at the Courts of Hydera- 
bad, Poonah and Cabul, or even if he had enteied into any 
negociation with France, of which the object was at all ob- 
scure ; it might be our duty to lesort in the first instance to 
his construction of proceedings, which being of a doubtful 
character, might admit of a satisfactory explanation. But 
where there is no doubt, there can be no matter for explana- 
tion. The act of Tippoo’s ambassadors, ratified by himself, 
and accompanied by the landing of a French force in his 
country, is a public, unqualified and unambiguous declaration 
a/sK act of war, aggravated by an avowal, that the object of the 
war is neither explanation, reparation, nor security, but the 
total destruction of the British Government in India. To 
affect to misunderstand an insult and injury of such a com- 
plexion would argue a consciousness either of weakness or of 
fear , no state in India can misconstrue the conduct of Tippoo ; 
the correspondence of our Residents at Hyderabad and 
Poonah suflo-ciently manifests the construction which it beais 
at both those Courts ; and in so clear and plain a case, our 
demand of explanation would be justly attributed either to a 
defect of spirit or of power, the result of such a demand 
would therefore be, the disgi ace of our character, and the 
diminution of our inflluence and consideration m the eyes of 
our alhes, and of every power in India. If the moment should 
appear favourable to the execution of Tippoo’s declared de- 
sign, he would answer such a demand by an immediate at- 
tack , if, on the other hand, his preparations should not be 
sufficiently advanced, he would deny the existence of his en- 
gagements with France, would persist in the denial until he 
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had reaped the full benefit of them; and finally, after having 
completed the improvement of his own army, and received the 
accession of an additional French force, he would turn the 
combined strength of both against our possessions, with an 
alacrity and confidence inspired by our inaction, and with 
advantages redoubled by our delay. In the present case the 
idea therefore of demanding explanation niust be rejected, as 
being disgraceful in its principle, and frivolous in its object. 
The demand of reparation^ in the strict sense of the term, 
cannot properly be applied to cases of intended injury, ex- 
cepting in those instances, where the nature of the reparation 
demanded may be essentially connected with security against 
the injurious intention. 

Where a State has unjustly seized the property, or invaded 
the territory, or violated the rights of another, reparation may 
be made by restoring what has been unjustly taken, or by a 
subsequent acknowledgment of the right which has been in- 
fringed ; but the cause of our complaint against Tippoo Sul- 
taun, is not that he has seized a portion of our property which 
he might restore, or invaded a part of our territory which he 
might again cede, or violated a right which he might here- 
after acknowledge ; we complain, that, professing the most 
amicable disposition, bound by subsisting treaties of peace 
and friendship, and unprovoked by any offence on our part, 
he has manifested a design to effect our total destruction ; he 
has prepared the means and instruments of a war of extermi- 
nation against us ; he has solicited and received the aid of our 
inveterate enemy for the declared purpose of annihilating our 
Empire : and he only waits the arrival of a more effectual 
succour to strike a blow against our existence. 

That he has not yet received the effectual succour which 
he has solicited, may be ascribed either to the weakness of 
the Government of Mauritius, or to their want of zeal in his 
cause, or to the rashness and imbecility of' his own Councils ; 
but neither the measure of his hostility, nor of our right to 
restrain it, nor of our danger from it, are to be estimated by 
the amount of the force which he has actually obtained , for 
we know that his demands of nulitary assistance were un- 
limited ; we know that they were addressed not merely to the 
Government of Mauritius, but to that of France, and we can- 
not ascertain how soon they may be satisfied to the full ex- 
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tent of his acknowledged expectations. This, therefore, is 
not merely the case of an injury to be repaired, but of the 
public safety to be secured against the present and future 
designs of an irreconcileable, desperate and treacherous 
enemy: against an enemy of this description, no effectual 
secmity can be obtained otherwise than by such a reduction 
of his power, as shall not only defeat his actual preparations, 
but establish a permanent restraint upon his future means of 
offence. 

To this species of security our right is unquestionable, 
upon the grounds already stated. But it cannot be supposed 
that Tippoo Sultaun will voluntarily concede to us a security 
of this nature against the effects of his own resentment, 
treachery and ambition, and against the success of the most 
favorite projects of his mind. 

Since, therefore, the principles of justice and of the law of 
nations entitle us to such a security, and since we cannot 
possibly obtain it by the voluntary concession of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, it is the right of the Company to compel him to yield 
it j and it is equally my duty to use that compulsion without 
delay, provided the interests of the Company committed to 
my charge be not more endangered by the attempt, than by 
the unrestrained progress of his preparations for war. 

In proportion to the continual progress of Tippoo’s prepa- 
parations, he will acquire more decisively the advantage of 
holding in his hands the issues of peace and wai, together 
with the power of selecting the time and mode of his long 
meditated attack upon our possessions. He has not yet ob- 
tained any formidable accession of strength from his alliance 
with France, nor is it probable that any such accession will 
reach his country within a short period, certainly not before 
the close of the monsoon on the coast of Malabar ; while he 
shall retain the ready means of intercourse by sea with the 
French Government, it cannot be doubted that they will use 
every endeavour to assist him with military aid, and to insti- 
gate him to war. The arrival of one or two French regiments 
would probably induce Tippoo to commence offensive opera- 
tions, and the assistance even of so small a body of French- 
men might become alarming in the actual state of the native 
armies of India. The systematic introduction of French 
officers into the service of all the native poweis, is described 
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by Mr. Wickham as the fixed policy of France, adopted with 
a view of establishing the most certain means of subverting 
the foundation of our power. This system has been pursued 
in the armies of the Nizam, of Scmdiah, and of many other 
infeiior powers with unremitting assiduity, and extensive suc- 
cess. If Tippoo should be allowed to derive from France 
such succour as would induce him to act offensively against 
us, his earliest movements would probably be seconded by the 
general insurrection of the various bodies of French adven- 
turers, who are incorporated in the service of the several 
native powers, and who maintam a concert and correspon- 
dence in eveiy quarter of India. Under such circumstances, 
it would be prudent to take advantage of the actual crisis, 
m which the hostile design of Tippoo has been clearly mani- 
fested, but the means of accomiilishmg it have happily disap- 
pomted the ardor of his hopes. In this moment of his com- 
parative weakness, of his disappointment, and of his probable 
dejection, no policy could be more wise than to strike such 
an instantaneous blow against his possessions, as should eflfec- 
tually fiustrate his preparations for war, and should render 
him unable to avail himself of the aid of France whenever it 
may arrive. 

The inconsiderable amount of the force which he has al- 
ready received from France, while it cannot limit our just 
right to reduce his power, affords a strong argument of policy 
m favour of an immediate attack. 

It is therefore evident that the rights and interests of the 
Company concur to demand from this Government every 
practicable effort to anticipate the execution of his projects 
of vengeance by attacking him on all sides without delay. In 
this train of reasoning I was confirmed by adverting to the 
general tenor of the ordeis of the Court of Directors, and of 
the proceedings of this Government with reference to the 
contingency of a French force landmg at any time in the terri- 
tories of Tippoo Sultaun. 

The orders of the Court of Directors uniformly enjoin that 
the landing of a French force in Tippoo’s country should be 
“ the signal for our attack upon him.” The construction of 
those orders by the late Governor General in his instructions 
to the President in Council of Fort St. George of 12th Sep- 
tember, 1796, appears to have been, that the number of the 
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French force should be considerable in order to justify our 
attack But I am persuaded that the real intention of the 
late Governor Geneial in those instructions, could not have 
been to declare, that the justice or policy of attacking Tippoo 
was hereafter to be measured solely by the magnitude of any 
French force landed in his country. 

It is certainly true that, on the one hand, the landing of a 
considerable French force m Tippoo’s country would be an 
unquestionable indication of his hostile intentions against the 
British power, while on the other hand the landing of a few 
French officers and privates, and even their admission into 
the service of Tippoo, might, under certain circumstances, be 
supposed to manifest nothing more than a disposition to im- 
prove the general discipline of his armies, without imply- 
ing any formed design of war against the Company or their 
Allies. This, I am persuaded, is the only view in which the 
late Governor General in Council could consider the magni- 
tude of the French force landed in Tippoo’s country as the 
foundation of a rule for limiting the discretion of the Com- 
pany’s governments m such a contingency. On the present 
occasion, the hostile intentions of the Sultaun are unequi- 
vocally manifested by the proclamation, by the declarations 
and conduct of his Ambassadors, and by their demand of 
French troops to an unlimited extent. Connected with these 
circumstances, the landing and admission into the Sultaun’s 
armies, even of a less considerable force than that which he 
has received, would be deemed, under the just construction 
of the opinions both of the Court of Directors and of this 
Government, “ a signal for our attack upon him.” 

My determination, therefore, was fixed to attack Tippoo 
with every degree of practicaifespatch. 

The objects which appeared to me the most desirable, as 
well as the most easily attamable, were,— First, To seize the 
whole maritime territory remaining in his possession below 
the Ghauts on the coast of Malabar, in order to preclude 
him from all future communications by sea with his French 
allies. 

Secondly, By marching the army firom the coast of Coro- 
mandel directly upon his capital, to compel him to purchase 
pe^ce by a formal cession of the territory seized on the coast 
of Malabar. 
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Thirdly, To compel him to defray our whole expense in 
the war, and thus to secure the double advantage of indem- 
nifying us for the expense occasioned by his aggression, and 
of reducmg his resources with a view to our future security. 

Fourthly, To compel him to admit permanent Residents at 
his Court from us and from our Allies, a measure which would 
enable us at all times to check his operations, and to counter- 
act the intricacies of his treachery 

Fifthly, That the expulsion of all the natives of France 
now in his service, and the perpetual exclusion of all French- 
men, both from his army and dominions, should be made con- 
ditions of any treaty of peace with him. 

With this plan in view, I dmected that the army upon the 
coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, and at Bombay, should 
be immediately assembled , and I entertained a very sanguine 
hope that active operations might have been commenced so 
early as, with the co-operation of his Majesty’s squadron on 
the coast of Malabar (which Rear-Admiral Rainier had pro- 
mised), might have secured the effectual reduction ofTippoo’s 
power before any assistance could have reached him from 
France. But I never proposed to undertake any attack upon 
him, of which the success could be doubtful in the judgment 
of those whose opinions must always govern my discretion in 
every question of military detail. 

The avowed designs of Tippoo, the state of his preparations 
for war (which, notwithstanding his late disappointment, was 
certainly forward as far as regarded his own troops), the 
uncertainty of the motives which might impel the violence of 
his temper to action, and my knowledge of the indiscreet zeal 
with which he has frequently pursued his favourite object of 
revenge against the British power, all concurred to urge the 
necessity of placing ourselves in a state of preparation for 
war at least equal to that of his army. These measures ap- 
peared to me not matters of choice, but of indispensable duty. 
I could not suffer the security of the Carnatic to rest on so 
precarious a foundation as the forbearance of Tippoo Sultaun 
and of his French allies. To resume the power of meeting 
him in the field, and to replace in our hands the option which 
he then possessed, of accommodating the time of attack to 
circumstances and events, appeared to me to be the most 
prudent step which could be immediately adopted, whatever 
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might hereafter be the service to which our force might be 
applied. The orders, therefore, which I gave for assembling 
the army (although pointed moie particulaily at the execution 
of the plan of operations, which I have just now detailed) were 
founded upon principles independent of the practicability of 
that plan, and were connected not only with the immediate 
defence of the Carnatic, but with other comprehensive mea- 
sures of permanent precaution and security, to which my views 
have been extended at every period of this crisis. 

When I submitted my ideas of the time and objects of the 
proposed attach upon Tippoo to those military authorities, 
which I shall always consider with respect, it seemed to be 
their opinion, that the state of our army admitted no doubt 
of the ultimate success of the plan which I had proposed. 
If its speedy accomplishment had appeared to them as certain 
as its ultimate success, I should not have hesitated a moment 
in directing the commencement of offensive operations 5 but 
I found that, instead of deriving to the interests of the Com- 
pany the inestimable advantages of a sudden and rapid re- 
duction of Tippoo’s means of offence, the result of such an 
attempt was hkely to lead to a tedious, protracted, and ex- 
pensive, although ultimately successful, war. The obstacles 
which arose were of a nature not to be surmounted by any 
degree of present activity or resolution, although they ori- 
ginated m causes which I trust may be removed by future 
diligence and perseverance. 

The result of my earliest inquiries convinced me that 
radical defects existed in the military establishments on the 
coast of Coromandel, which would render it impossible to 
put our army in that quarter in motion soon enough to 
effect the object which I proposed. The opinions which I 
received from military authorities here, with respect to the 
impossibility of making any sudden or speedy military move- 
ment on the coast of Coromandel, were afterwards confirmed 
by the concurrent testimony of the Governor of Fort St. 
George, and of the Adjutant General of that establishment. 
I have entered into a particular consideration of this testimony 
in a Minute recorded m the Secret Department of the 20th 
July, to which I desire to refer on this part of the subject. 
The letter* of the Government of Fort St. George of the 10 th 


See 
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of July proceeds far beyond the limits of any opinion which 
I had ever formed or heard with respect to the difficulty of 
restraining the hostility of Tippoo ; in that letter the Presi- 
dent in Council even deprecates the ordinary precautions of 
defence, lest they should draw down the resentment of the 
Sultaun upon our unprotected possessions. 

The expense of a protracted war, and the evil effects which 
such a calamity must produce on the trade of the Company, 
upon their pecuniary affairs at home, upon the welfare of 
their subjects in India, and upon the general state of the 
public revenue and credit of Great Britain, now pressed with 
great weight upon my mind, and the embarrassment of our 
finances aggravated all the difficulties of my situation. The 
question was now entirely changed ; the plan which I had 
originally had in contemplation was nothmg more than a mili- 
tary expedition of short duration, of no heavy expense, and 
of certain success, with the additional advantage that success 
would certainly exonerate our finances, and throw the whole 
expense of the undertaking upon the enemy, who had pro- 
voked it. But it now appeared that I could not hope to effect 
any of my proposed objects without encountering the expense 
and inconvenience of a long war. 

In this state of the question, the condition of our Allies 
occuired as an insuperable obstacle to our progress. Although 
the assistance of the Peishwa and of the Nizam might not 
have been deemed .indispensable in an expedition of the 
nature which I have described ; I have always been apprized 
that an offensive war of any long duration in Mysore would 
be difficult, if not impracticable, without the effectual aid of 
the Peishwa and of the Nizam, m facilitatmg the supplies of 
provision to our army in the field. 

The state of the Courts of Hyderabad and of Poonah 
afforded no hope of their eaily cooperation with us ; and 
although I had determined to take the most expeditious mea- 
sures for restoring both our Allies to the power of fulfilling 
their defensive engagements with us, I could not expect to 
derive any benefit from those measures for a considerable 
period of time ; and it would have been imprudent to have 
undertaken offensive operations, with the prospect of a con- 
tinued war, until the efficiency of our alliances had been pre- 
viously secured. Under the accumulated pressure of all these 
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difficulties, I felt, with the utmost degiee of disappointment 
and regret, that the moment was unfavourable to the adoption 
of the only measure which appeared to me sufficient to satisfy 
the lights and interests of the Company and the exigencies 
of my own duty , I was therefore compelled to relinquish the 
idea of sinking an immediate blow against the possessions of 
Tippoo Sultaun. But the circumstances which thus suspended 
the actual exercise of the rights and the immediate establish- 
ment of the interests of the Company, could not absolve me from 
the duty of providing, without delay, every degree of inter- 
mediate security which might now be attainable, by adopting 
such a system of preparation and defence as might enable us 
to repel any attack which Tippoo might make upon us, or to 
support any demand of satisfaction, which we may eventually 
deem it advisable, in conceit with our Allies, to make to him. 

The sense of this duty induced me to propose to the Board 
the several ordeis and instructions which have been forwarded 
to the Governments of Fort St. George and Bombay, and to 
the Residents at Popnah and Hyderabad, from the 8th of 
July to the piesent time. 

The principles upon which these instructions and orders 
are founded will be best illustrated by referring to the nature 
of our actual danger, as well as to the causes which have con- 
tributed to produce it. 

No comprehensive or satisfactory view can be taken of this 
subject without adverting to the whole system of our defen- 
sive alliances with the Native States, and to the various cir- 
cumstances which have affected or which now influence the 
general balance of power in India. 

The primary objects of the Treaties of Poonah and Paun- 
gul, combined with the Treaty of Seiingapatam, were to 
dimmish Tippoo tiultaun’s means of future aggression, by re- 
ducing his resouices and territory, and to provide an efficient 
defence against him by strengthening the Peishwa and the 
Nizam, by umtmg their mteiests with ours, and by securing 
their cooperation in any future war with Mysore. On the 
other hand, a part of the policy of the Treaty of Seringapatam 
seems to have been to preserve to Tippoo Sultaun that degree 
of power which might enable him to maintain a balance with 
theMahrattas and the Nizam m such a manner that the inter- 
position of our force might always turn the scale. 
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It IS evident that the policy of this system has been entirely 
frustrated by the course of recent events, and that neither 
the Peishwa, the Nizam, nor Tippoo Sultaun now retain the 
same relative position which they held at the conclusion of 
the Treaty of Seringapatam, either with lespect to one ano- 
ther or to our interests. 

Since the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam, the 
power and resources of the Court of Hyderabad have been 
constantly declining. The disgrace which fell upon the 
Nizam’s arms in the unfortunate contest with the Mahrattas 
at Kurdlah reduced the military character of the Court of 
Hyderabad to the lowest point of degradation. The treaty 
in which that defeat terminated completed the humiliation of 
the Nizam ; he was compelled to sacrifice a large portion of 
territory, to engage to pay a fine of three crores of rupees, 
and to submit to the captivity of his minister, Azim ul Omra, 
who was carried a piisoner to Poonah. Azim ul Omra re- 
sided at Poonah durmg the late convulsions in the Mahratta 
Government , and, although a prisoner, bore a very distin- 
guished part in supporting Nana through the various revo- 
lutions which followed the sudden death of the Peishwa, 
Mahda Row. For these services Nana agreed to relinquish 
all the benefits acquired by the Peishwa against the Nizam, 
under the Treaty of Kurdlah. 

But the Peishwa, Bajee-row, having called in the assistance 
of Scindiah to check the overgrown power of Nana, Scindiah 
persuaded the Peishwa to violate the engagements concluded 
with Azim ul Omra , and the event has been, that the Peishwa 
has insisted upon and obtained from the Nizam a cession of 
one-fourth part of the territory, and the payment of one- 
fourth pait of the fine stipulated by the Treaty of Kurdlah. 

In addition to so heavy a loss, both of power and honour, 
the internal resources of the Nizam’s Government have not 
yet recovered the derangement occasioned by the rebellions 
of All Jah, and the son of Dara Jah; by the unfoitunate con- 
test with the Mahrattas ; and by the detention of Azim ul 
Omra at Poonah. 

The effect of these causes has necessarily been to reduce 
the consideration of the Nizam in the scale of the neighbour- 
ing states ; and in this weak and degraded condition he has 
been for some time past menaced by the army of Scindiah^ 
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stationed in the neighbourhood ofPoonah. But the most 
striking feature of change m the state of the Nizam’s affairs 
since 1793, is the alteration which has taken place m his 
military establishment. The Nizam, since the peace of Se- 
rmgapatam, has greatly reduced his cavalry and other troops, 
and considerably augmented the body of infantiy commanded 
by French officers, and known by the name of Raymond’s corps. 

The corps of Raymond had been in the service of the 
Nizam before the last war with Tippoo Sultaun, and in 1792, 
when It served with Lord Cornwallis’s army, its strength was 
not greater than 1,500 men at the highest estimation, and its 
discipline very defective. At the battle of Kurdlah, m 1795, 
its strength amounted to about 11,000 men. During the 
rebellion of Ali Jah, and in a variety of service in which the 
corps has since been employed, it has acquired experience 
and skill, and it is now composed of thirteen regiments of two 
battalions each, amounting in the whole to upwards of 14,000 
men. Its disciphne, according to every recent account, is 
very considerably improved, insomuch that, although inferior 
to our native force, it is said to be superior, in nearly an equal 
proportion, to the ordinary scale of the infantry in the service 
of any of the Native Powers. Besides field pieces to each 
regiment, a park of 40 pieces of ordnance, chiefly brass, from 
12 to 36 pounders, with a well trained body of artillery men 
(including a number of Europeans) is attached to the corps. 
A foundation has also been laid for raising a body of cavalry 
to act with the corps of infantry. The chief officers of this 
corps are all Frenchmen of the most virulent prmciples of 
jacobinism; many of the privates served originally with the 
French native force at Pondicherry, and the whole corps con- 
stitutes an armed French party of great power, zeal, and 
activity. The efforts of this party are continually employed 
to magnify the power, resources and success of France, and 
to depreciate the character, force, and credit of Great Britain 
in the eyes of the Court at Hyderabad , and it appears by 
authentic intelligence, that wherever any detachment of this 
corps has been stationed for any considerable time, a most 
unfavourable impression has been produced against the cha- 
racter of the British nation. 

The death of Monsieur Raymond, which happened a few 
faionths past, appeared likely to impair the influence of this 
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corps at the Court of Hyderabad , and accordingly Azim ul 
Ornra took that opportunity to resume the large Jaghire 
which had been allotted for the pay and maintenance of the 
corps, but another Frenchman of the name of Peron has suc- 
ceeded to the command * his disposition is described to be 
violent and brutal , and his prmciples do not appeal to differ 
essentially from those of Raymond. The corps, as now con- 
stituted, forms the most considerable and only efficient part 
of the Nizam’s military establishment, and retains such a de- 
gree of ascendancy over the councils of the Nizam, as to be 
an object of serious alarm to Azim ul Omra.* This corps 
has been recruited, in the proportion of one-third of its total 
numbers from our territories, and from those of the Nabob 
of Arcot, and partly from deserters abandoning our service. 

Distinct proof has been given of the assiduity and success 
of the emissaries employed by Monsieur Baptiste (the second 
in command to Monsieur Peron, and stated to be of a very 
designing and artful character) for the purpose of exciting 
mutiny and sedition, and of invitmg desertion amongst our 
sepoys stationed on the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions. 
A considerable desertion of our troops took place in that 
quarter some time ago, and nearly 500 men, with several 
native officers, who deserted on that occasion, are now serving 
in Monsieur Peron’s corps. The repeated applications of our 
Resident for the surrender of these deserters have hitherto 
been frustrated by the prevailing influence of Monsieur Peron 
and of his army, and by the weakness of the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, which Azim ul Omra has declared to be unable to 
control the overbearing spiiit and formidable power of the 
French faction. After a protracted negociation, Azim ul 
Omra has at length, with much difficulty, and by an extra- 
ordinary effort, obtained the surrender of two Subadars, who 
were the principal contrivers of the desertion. 

Monsieur Peron and his officers maintain a correspondence 
with a faction at the Nizam’s Court denominated the Paugah 


* In addition to the command of this coips, M Raymond had the 
entire conduct of the Nizam’s Oidnance, with an allowance of 60,000 
rupees monthly, the Oidnance has since been placed under the com- 
mand ot M Pei on, and he derives great influence from so important a 
ehaige 
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party, being composed principally of the officers of his High- 
ness’s body guard of cavalry. 

The Paugah party has long been connected with Tippoo 
Sultaun, and is entirely adverse to Azim ul Omra, and to all 
the fi lends of the British interests at the Court of Hyderabad. 

It must not be foi gotten, that in the year 1796, during the 
detention of Azmi ul Onira at Poonah, the French faction, 
with the assistance of the Paugah party, prevailed upon the 
Nizam to dismiss the British detachment, and took such 
measures m concert with Tippoo (a large body of whose army 
marched m this crisis to the frontier of the Nizam’s domi- 
nions) as would have enabled them to dispose of the succes- 
sion to the Musnud according to their pleasure, if the Nizam’s 
death had happened m that critical conjuncture. At this 
period of time, the Fiench contrived to obtain the grant of 
the large Jaghire, smce resumed; this grant (which com- 
prized the district of Maiduck, containing'^ 2,142 square 
British miles, situated to the northward of Hyderabad, and 
producing an annual revenue of eighteen lacs of rupees) may 
be considered as the first step towards the establishment of 
a teriitorial revenue , and there can be no doubt that it would 
have led to that necessary foundation of European power in 
India, if the death of Monsieur Raymond had not enabled 
Azim ul Omra to frustrate the project. The French officers 
at Hyderabad maintain a direct correspondence with their 
countrymen m the service of Tippoo Sultaun, and of Scin- 
diah. The latest accounts from the Resident at Hyderabad 
state, that French officers and adventurers arrive continually 
at Hyderabad to reinforce Monsieur Peron’s corps, although 
the routes by which they gam access to the Deccan are as 
yet unknown 

This French party, connected as it is with the prevailing 
factions in the Court of the Nizam, corresponding with Tip- 
poo Sultaun, zealous in the cause of France, and actuated 
by a spirit of intrigue, which would lead it to mix in every 
distraction of the State, if not to oiiginate internal confusion, 
must be considered as a circumstance of positive weakness in 
the frame of the Government of Hyderabad, Azim ul Omra 


* The Company’s Jaghire m the Cdinatic contains 2,436 square British 
miles 
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is fully aware of the magnitude of this evil, and dreads the 
growth of a party which he can no longer restiain within any 
bounds of moderation, and which already threatens to sub- 
vert his power, and to disturb the regular order of succes- 
sion, if not to destroy the throne itself- With respect to our 
interests, and to the value of our defensive alliance under the 
treaty of Pangul, the change in the Nizam’s military esta- 
blishments places him in a condition worse than that of abso- 
lute inefficiency, and rendeis the Court of Hyderabad a 
source of additional strength to our enemies, rather than of 
useful assistance to any branch of the Tuple Alliance. The 
dangers to be appiehended from the existence of Peron’s 
corps are not to be estimated merely by the actual state of 
its discipline, of its numbers, or of its influence over the 
councils of the Nizam . our views of this danger must be 
extended beyond the present moment. The French army at 
Hyderabad must be considered not only as a poweiful aid to 
the cause of France in the present crisis, but as the basis of 
a permanent Fiench faction in India; on which, according to 
the opportunities of fortune, and the variation of circum- 
stances and of events, the activity of the enemy may establish 
a strength of the most formidable kind, either in peace or 
war. 

It requires no labour of argument to prove the benefits 
which must be derived to the cause of France, even in time 
of peace, from the establishment of an army of 14,000 men, 
commanded by natives of France, in the heart of the domi- 
nions of one of our principal allies, in the vicinity of our most 
active enemy among the native powers, and on the borders 
of a vulnerable part of our own dominions. In the event of 
peace, no more convenient channel could be provided for the 
intrigues of France, no more useful point of union for the 
numerous adherents to her principles, and emissaries of her 
designs. And it cannot be doubted, that the natural effect 
of the unchecked and rapid growth of such an army at the 
Court of the Nizam must be, to detach that Court from our 
interests, and to fix it absolutely m those of our enemy. 

But in the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, or in the 
still more aggravated case of a war with him, aided by a 
French force, what assistance can we expect from the Nizam, 
the main body of whose army is commanded by the corres- 
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pondents of Tippoo, natives of France, distinguished by 
then* zeal in the cause of that country, and united with the 
whole body of French adventurers now established in India 

Under such circumstances, the force of the Nizam would 
become useless and even dangerous to us, precisely in pro- 
portion to the exigency of the case, in which we should re- 
quire its services. 

If the French troops of the Nizam did not afford Tippoo 
open assistance, at least they could not be brought into the 
field against him without the utmost danger to our cause ; 
nor could they be suffered to remain m the Deccan during 
the contmuance of the contest, unless checked by the pre- 
sence of an equally powerful force, which must, in that case, 
he diverted from the objects of the war, and must operate as 
a positive diminution of our effective strength in the field. 
It appears however nearly certam, that in the piesent weak 
state of the Nizam’s Government, the French corps in his 
service would openly join Tippoo Sultaun, and by a sudden 
blow, endeavour to seize the Nizam’s territories, and to 
secure them to the dominion of France, under an alliance 
offensive and defensive with Tippoo Sultaun. This danger 
is aggravated by the present position of Scindiah’s army, and 
by the disposition and present views of that Chief ; he now 
entertains a large body of infantry in his service under the 
command of a French officer ; and it might be expected that 
he would readily engage with Tippoo Sultaun (with whom he 
is supposed to have lately opened a negociation) and with the 
French, upon the conditions of a partition of the territories 
and authoiity of the Peishwa and of the Nizam. The junc- 
tion which might thus be effected by the French officers in 
the several armies of the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of Tippoo, 
might establish the power of France in India upon the ruins 
of the States of Poonah and of the Deccan. Under all these 
circumstances therefore it is evident, that the Court of Hy- 
derabad in its present condition (whatever may be its dis- 
position to use every effort for our assistance) is not only 
disqualified from cooperating with us as an ally against 
Tippoo, but furnishes him with powerful means of prosecuting 
his designs against us, and offers every temptation to the 
ambition of Fiance. 

Such being the condition of the Nizam, it will be found 
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that the Peishwa, who forms another branch of the triple 
alliance against Tippoo Sultaun, is not more able to fulfill lus 
defensive engagements with us. 

The piecise situation in which the Mahratta Empire stood 
after the peace of Sermgapatam, was the most favourable to 
our mterests • the several co-estates were then so equally 
balanced as to prevent any danger of that degiee of union 
which might concenter the formidable force of the whole m 
one consolidated mass, either against the British possessions, 
or against any other established power in India , nor had any 
one member of the Emphe attained such a degiee of strength 
as to be able singly to encounter our force. On the other 
hand, the Peishwa, the acknowledged and constitutional head 
of this extensive confederation, aided by the abilities of his 
Minister Nana Furnavese, possessed a sufficient influence 
over several of the leading Chiefs to render him a respectable 
ally, and to furnish him with the means of bringing a consi- 
derable force into the field. 

From the period of the peace of Seringapatam to that of 
the death of Mafeife Row, the danger appears to have been, 
that the address of Nana might have drawn too great a 
weight into the scale of the Peishwa’s power, and have en- 
abled the Government of Poonah to wield the united force of 
the whole Mahratta Empire. At the battle of Kurdlah the 
Peishwa was assisted against the Nizam by the contingents 
of most of the confedeiate chieftains of the Mahratta Em- 
pire ; and the power of the Nizam was greatly endangered in 
that state of the Peishwa’s authority and force. But Nana’s 
ambition or jealousy having induced him, upon the sudden 
death of Maiida Row, to attempt the disturbance of the re- 
gular order of succession by intruding an adopted child upon 
the throne, opened the way to those successive intrigues and 
revolutions which for some time past have distracted the 
Mahratta Empire. Without pursuing the various changes 
and convulsions of the Government of Poonah during the 
period described, it is sufficient to observe, that their pro- 
gress naturally tended to weaken the Sovereign power, and 
has terminated m the imprisonment of Nana, in the ruin of 
his influence, and in the suspension of the power and autho- 
rity of the reigning Peishwa, under circumstances which 
menace the abolition of his office. 
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Scindiah, who in this changeable scene has alternately 
tahen part with the present Peishwa and with Nana, has at 
length overpowered both, and has been for some time past 
so fai master of the Government of Poonah, that the Peishwa 
could not, in his piesent condition, command the cooperation 
of any considerable body of the Mahratta chieftains, nor 
afford us any assistance against Tippoo Sultaun. 

During the course of the events which have contributed to 
weaken and degrade the Governments of Poonah and Hy- 
derabad, their mutual animosities and opposition of interests 
have risen to such a height as to render all cooperation be- 
tween them utterly impracticable. The efficiency of our 
system of defensive alliance against Tippoo Sultaun has there- 
fore been impaired, not only by the respective weakness of 
each of our allies, but by the difficulty of umting them in any 
common view or joint operation. 

In the meanwhile Tippoo Sultaun has enjoyed a state of 
internal tranquillity nearly uninterrupted. While our allies 
have been distracted and exhausted by faction, rebellion, 
revolution and war, he has been employed in improving the 
discipline of his armies, and in repairing the vigour of his 
resources , he has alternately endeavoured, but without suc- 
cess, to gam the Peishwa and the Nizam to his cause ; he 
however possesses a considerable influence at the Court of 
Hyderabad, in consequence of his connections with the corps 
of Raymond, and with other factions adverse to the British 
interests at that Court. It is also known, that he despatched 
an embassy to Zemaun Shah, whose design of invadmg Hin- 
dostan has been recently announced in a formal manner to 
this Government, and to the Nabob Vizier. 

That Zemaun Shah really entei tains the romantic project 
of invading Hindostan cannot admit of a doubt ; this was the 
opinion of the late Governor General, m which I entirely 
concur. 

It has been supposed that Zemaun Shah, in his late march 
towards Hindostan, was recalled from Lahore into his own 
dominions, either by some domestic dissention, or by the 
apprehension of an attack from some of the States in the 
neighbourhood of his Kingdom. And it was hoped that the 
same causes might for some tune obstruct the execution of 
his declared project, but the last despatches from the Actmg 
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Resident at the Court of Scindiah state a report, that" Ze- 
maun Shah is now relieved from all apprehensions, either of 
internal rebellion or of foreign invasion ; and his inclination 
as well as his ability, to move his army towards the frontier 
of Hindostan, at the close of the rainy season, are now uni- 
versally credited. It must be recollected, that upon a recent 
occasion, Zemaun Shah advanced to Lahore without meeting 
any formidable opposition from the Seiks ; although it had 
formerly been asserted, that the country of the Seiks would 
always prove an insuperable obstacle to his progress. Be- 
tween the country of the Seiks and the frontier of Oude no 
barrier exists to check the motions of the Shah, excepting 
the power of Scmdiah. The dominions of Scindiah at pre- 
sent are so weakened by internal dissentions as to be in a 
state nearly defenceless, while Scindiah continues at Poonah 
with the mam body of his army, and while his tributary 
Chiefs, remaining in Hindostan, are notoriously disaffected to 
his cause, and are prepared to seize any favourable opportu- 
nity of annihilating his power. 

Zemaun Shah cannot be ignorant of these advantages, and 
if they should tempt him to invade Hindostan, the diversion 
of our force which would be occasioned by such an event, would 
offer the most favoiable opportunity to an attack from Tippoo 
upon the Carnatic, it is not impiobable that the object of the 
intercourse between Tippoo and Zemaun Shah was, (on the 
part of the former at least) some such plan of joint operation. 

The present position of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s aimy, 
operates as a double advantage to the cause of Tippoo. The 
absence of Scindiah from his dominions in Hindostan, invites 
the invasion of Zemaun Shah and favours its success , while 
the presence of Scindiah’s army at Poonah holds both our 
allies in check. The weight of Tippoo’s power in the gene- 
ral balance, must therefore be considered to have received an 
augmentation, not only by the declared projects of Zemaun 
Shah, and by the possibility of their (at least limited) success, 
but by the operations of Scindiah in addition to all the other 
events which have concurred to impair the efficiency of our 
defensive alliance 

In the mean vffiile, the Government of Foit St. George, 
whose peculiar duty it is to watch the operations of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and to communicate to me every circumstance re- 
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lating to the growth of his power, have distinctly stated m 
their letter of the 10th of July, that “his resources are more 
prompt than our own, and that a great part of his aimy is 
supposed to have long been in a state of field equipment.” 
So sensible indeed is the Government of Fort St. George to 
the terror of Tippoo Sultaun’s arms, as to he apprehensive of 
making any effort for resisting their progress, lest Tippoo 
should anticipate the tardiness of our preparations by the ra- 
pidity of his own, and should overrun the Carnatic, before 
our army could even move for its defence. 

It is difficult to describe the pain and regret, which that 
letter from the Government of Fort St. George occasioned in 
my mind ; nor can I conceive that it is calculated to raise 
any other emotions in the mind of any friend to the prosperi- 
ty of the British interests, or to the honour of the British name 
in India. If the facts and arguments stated in that letter be 
correct, it must now be admitted, that the glorious successes 
of the last war in Mysore, the wisdom which balanced the 
relative interests and forces of the belligerent powers at the 
conclusion of Peace, and finally the great expense incurred 
hy the Company in the progressive increase of their military 
establishments on the coast, have terminated in no better re- 
sult, than to render Tippoo’s power absolutely invincible, and 
to place the disposal of our fate in his hands. For if the 
sentiments of the Government of Fort St. George, be founded 
upon a just estimate of the relative conditions of Tippoo Sul- 
taun and of the Company in India, he possesses the ready 
means of attack, while we cannot venture to resort even to 
those of defence ; but, with a full knowledge of his hostility, 
of his offensive alliance publicly concluded with the enemy, 
and of his continual and advanced preparations for war ; we 
must submit to remain unarmed, because any attempt to 
counteract his design might possibly accelerate its execution. 
This argument against the prudence of preparing for our de- 
fence would become stronger every day in proportion to the 
progress of Tippoo’s hostile preparations ; until at length, we 
should be reduced to the alternative either of implicit sub- 
mission, or of incurring a much greater risk than any, which 
can now be apprehended from assembling our defensive 
force. Although I am not disposed to adopt the sentiments 
of the Government of Fort St. George on this subject, I ac- 
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knowledge with great concern those defects in the military 
establishments on the coast, which will not admit any large 
proportion of that army to move for several months ; those 
defects certainly constitute so many additional advantages in 
the scale of Tippoo’s power , and in this view, they become 
objects of the most seiious consideration, and form a princi- 
pal feature of the danger which it is the duty of this Govern- 
ment to avert, by counsels of another spirit, than that of des- 
pondency, and by measures of another character, than that of 
inaction, or of implicit submission to the will of the enemy. 

I have now examined the principal causes of that danger, 
as they are to be traced in the variable course of events since 
the peace of Seringapatam , the nature of our actual situa- 
tion, arising from the combined effects 6f these causes, will 
best appear, by a summary review of the facts which I have 
already enumerated in detail. 

Tippoo Sultaun having manifested the most hostile inten- 
tions towards us, possesses an army of which a considerable 
portion is now in readmess to take the field for purposes of 
offence, he has increased the number of his French ofiicers, 
and has solicited, and may possibly receive further assistance 
from the French, he may also receive assistance fiom the 
seveial corps commanded by French officers in the service of 
the Nizam, of Scindiah, and of many other native powers. 
He mav be assisted by the invasion of Zemaun Shah, and by 
the direct cooperation of Scindiah. On the other hand, our 
protecting force upon the coast of Coromandel cannot be put 
in motion within a shorter period than three, (or according to 
the Adjutant General Lieutenant Colonel Close, than six) 
months, even for the purpose of defending the Carnatic , our 
allies in the mean while, are utterly unable to fulfil their de- 
fensive engagements with us ; the Peishwa being depressed 
and kept in check by the intrusion of Scindiah, and the 
Nizam by the vicinity of that chieftain’s army, and by the 
overbeai mg influence of an army commanded by French offi- 
cers, and established in the center of the Deccan. While 
we remain in this situation, without a soldier prepared to 
take the field m the Carnatic, and without an ally to assist 
our operations in the event of an attack from Tippoo, we 
leave the fate of the Carnatic to the discretion of Tippoo ; 
we suffer the cause of France to acquire hourly accessions of 
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Strength in every quarter of India , we abandon our allies the 
Nizam and the Peishwa to the mercy of Tippoo and of Scin- 
diah in conjunction with the French, and we leave to France 
the ready means of obtaining a large territoiial revenue, and 
a peimanent establishment in the Deccan, founded upon the 
destruction of our alliances. 

Under all these circumstances the situation of the British 
empiie in India is, without doubt, extremely critical, but in 
my opinion, by no means alarming. For in the very diffi- 
culties of our actual situation are to be found the means, not 
only of averting the danger of the present moment, but of 
providing permanent security against the future return of a 
similar crisis A common apprehension of the designs of 
Scmdiah has fortunately produced an union of mterests 
between the Governments of Poonah and Hyderabad; and 
notwithstanding some occasional symptoms of that spirit of 
duplicity and intrigue which marks the character of every 
Asiatic Court, Azim ul Omra and the ministers of the Peish- 
wa seem to be sincerely convinced, that a renewal of amica- 
ble engagements between the Peishwa and the Nizam is 
equally necessary to the safety of both. On the one hand it 
appears, that the Peishwa cannot expect to be speedily eman- 
cipated, or effectually defended from the undue influence of 
Scindiah, without the assistance of the Nizam ; and on the 
other hand, it is evident, that the restoration of the just 
power and authority of the Peishwa would operate as a con- 
stant restramt on the designs of Scmdiah, of Tippoo, and of 
the French against the independence of the Court of Hyde- 
rabad. Under these circumstances it appeared to me that 
neither the Peishwa nor the Nizam, would be likely to view 
with jealousy any assistance which we might think it advisa- 
ble to afford to either, for the purpose of reviving the triple 
alliance against Tippoo on its original basis, and of enabling 
the contracting parties to fulfil their respective engagements. 
This expectation constituted a fundamental principle of my 
instructions to the residents at Poonah and Hyderabad, of 
the 8th of July. Their subsequent correspondence has fur- 
nished abundant proof, that my view of the disposition of the 
two courts was not eiioneous, since it appears, that while I 
was occupied in framing a system of measures for uniting the 
Nizam and the Peishwa upon the firm ground of their reci- 
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procal interests, a treaty was actually concluded between 
those two powers at Poonah, with a view to the same object , 
the ratification of this treaty on the part of the Nizam, has 
been delayed by Azim ul Omra, but there appears every 
reason to hope, that the interposition of our aibitration will 
accommodate every point of diffeience Our arbitration has 
alieady been earnestly sohcited by both parties, and I am 
persuaded that it will be both acceptable and efficacious 
whenever it shall be interposed. 

The encreasmg alarm excited at the Court of Hyderabad, 
by the intemperate conduct of M. Piron and of the French 
army, would dispose Azim ul Omra to receive with gratitude 
any offer of assistance towards the destruction of so powerful 
and dangerous a faction , and the existing jealousies between 
the Flench officers, would facilitate the dismission of the corps. 
Azun ul Omra has recently expressed in the strongest terms 
his wish of being enabled by our assistance, to accomplish 
this most desirable measure. The only obstacles which ap- 
ptear hkely to occur to a general accommodation, are the im- 
petuosity and violence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, whose con- 
tinuance in his present position would operate as an effectual 
assistance to Tippoo, and would preclude the possibility of 
restoring either the Peishwa or the Nizam] to any degree of 
efficiency or consideration. But the absence of Scmdiah 
from his own dominions, and the ungovernable excesses of 
his temper, (however to be lamented as having contributed to 
those events which have impaired the power of our allies,) 
have at the same time weakened the sources of his own power, 
have occasioned a spirit of faction and revolt m his own do- 
minions, and have disgusted all the ancient friends and con- 
nections of his family, together with every respectable ad- 
herent to his cause. His violence towards the female rela- 
tions of his family has raised a considerable party against 
him amongst his own followers ; and his signal treachery in 
the imprisonment of Nana, from which he hoped to derive 
the fiee use of Nana’s treasure, has terminated in rendering 
that resource inaccessible to him; at the very moment when it 
IS most indispensable to his necessities. Fie is therefore now 
suiTounded by an army clamorous for pay, is destitute of pe- 
cuniary resource, and is unsupported by any one respectable 
friend. His principal minister, a person of considerable ex- 
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penance, and bearing the highest chaiactei of any of his fol- 
lowers, has expressed to the Resident at Poonah in the most 
distinct teims an entiie disappiobation of Scmdiah’s late con- 
duct, and an eainest wish foi an accommodation between 
Scindiah and the Peishwa thiough oui mediation, and foz' 
the peaceable leturn of Scmdiah to his dominions in Hindos- 
tan , Scindiah himself has manifested no disinclination to i e- 
ceive the advice of the Resident at Poonah, whose discie- 
tion has hitherto limited the extent of his interference , but 
from what has aheady passed, it is reasonable to hope, that 
Scmdiah, in the piesent distressed state of his affairs, will 
gi\e a favorable attention to any just and modeiate proposi- 
tion, urged with the full authority of his Government. In 
the mean while, the threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, 
offeis a new motive to lecal Scindiah to the protection of his 
own dominions, and he must he sensible not only that his se- 
curity, in the event of such an invasion must depend in a 
gieat measure on the co-opeiation of the British tioops, but 
that in the piesent disturbed condition of his possessions and 
of his army, we hold his fate in oui hands 
In this posture of affaiis, any opposition to oui mteifeience 
for the le-establishment of oui alliances, would be equally 
ineffectual and unjustifiable on the pai t of Scmdiah , and 
various considerations of policy and interest will concur to 
render him cautious of taking any step, which might afford 
us just cause of offence The last despatches from Poonah 
afford a hope that Nana, Fmnaveese and the Peishwa, may 
find it then inteiest to forget then mutual animosity, any 
accommodation between them would lead greatly to facilitate 
an aiiangement, emhiacing the respective interests of the 
Peishwa, of Scmdiah, and of the Nizam 

Such are the ciicumstances of the piesent moment, which 
appear to me to favor the execution of that comprehensive 
system of piecaution and defence demanded by the exigency of 
our actual situation The mode in which I have endeavoured 
to carry this system into effect has been suggested by the 
following consideiations The Couit of Hyderabad has re- 
peatedly and earnestly solicited an increase of the British de- 
tachment in the service of the Nizam, undei an assurance that 
the French coips of Pii on would be dismissed fi om his High- 
n6ss’s seivice immediately upon the ariival of the additional 
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British foice This proposition has hitheito been embarrassed 
by conditions of a natuie incompatible with oui engagements 
at Poonah, and the late dissentions between the Nizam and 
the Peishwa have precluded all hope of any amicable adjust- 
ment of this difficulty It was therefore thought advisable by 
the late Goveinoi-Geneial m Council to resort to the expe- 
dient of encouraging the mtioduction of British adventuieis 
into the service of the Nizam, for the purpose of counterba- 
lancing m some measure the influence of the French aimy at 
Hyderabad With this view, the corps commanded by Mr 
Fmglass has received the protection and encouragement of 
the Acting Resident, and has been augmented to the number 
of 8,000 men 

The policy of this expedient always appeared to me very 
doubtful, and I have entertained serious apprehensions that 
the measuie might ultimately furmsh additional recruits to 
the cause of Fiance, mstead of counteractmg her influence. 
In the most favoiable view, however, this expedient could 
only be considered as a palliative of the evil it could not be 
expected that such a force as that of Mr Fmglass would 
enable the Nizam to disband the corps of Piron, it must 
therefore have been evident at all times, that nothmg less 
than a considerable and permanent increase of our regular 
subsidiary force at Hyderabad could empower the Nizam to 
extricate himself from the hands of the French faction, so 
sohdly established m his dominions 

I have already stated my reasons for thinking that the in- 
crease of the British detachment at Hyderabad would no 
longer afford any cause of jealousy to the Peishwa, and 
under all these cucumstances, I have availed myself of the 
late conduct of Tippoo and of Scmdiah, to propose that mea- 
sure, subject in the first mstance to the previous consent of 
the Court of Poonah I have accompanied this proposition 
with a condition, that the arbitration of this Government shall 
be accepted for the final adjustment of the points ol differ- 
ence still remaining between the two Courts These points 
are now so few, and the leqmsitions of the Court of Hydera- 
bad of a nature so just and moderate, that I entertain a con- 
fident expectation of effecting an accommodation upon prin- 
ciples equally advantageous to both parties 

I have already observed that one of the most dangerous 
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cnclirnstauces attending the establishment of the French 
pdrty at Hyderabad, is the influence which they aie likely to 
possess m diiecting the succession to the thione, whenevei it 
shall become vacant by the death of the Ni/atn 
Secundei Jah, the eldest son of the Nizam, would he the 
natural successoi, unless the regular order of succession 
should he distuibed by domestic faction, foieign intrigue, or 
force , for, although priority of hirth may not he considered 
to give the same absolute and exclusive light to succession 
in India as it does in Europe, it is invariably deemed the 
strongest title, and is rarely superseded excepting in case of 
disaffection, or of positive disqualification So far from these 
or any other objections being applicable to the title of Securi* 
der Jah, it is well known that the Nizam has given the strong- 
est indications of his favorable intentions towards Seconder 
Jah, by entrusting that Prince with the custody of his Seal, 
and by eiiipoweiing him to perfoira ceitaih acts which are re- 
served exclusively foi the Sovereign This admission to the 
personal exercise of a portion of the sovereign authority 
during the life of the Nizkm is deemed equivalent to a vir- 
tual nomination to the throne ; and there is no reason to sup- 
pose that the Nizam will nominate any of his younger sons to 
the exclusion of the hen apparent, unless his Highness should 
he prevailed upon Ul ’the weakness of his last moments to 
commit an act of such flagrant impolicy and injustice 

Secunder Jah is connected by mariiage with the family of 
Azun ul Omra, and his estdbhshlnent upon the thi one Would 
give great additional security to the British interests at the 
Court of Hyderabad * on the other hand, none of the younger 
sons ban hope to reach the thione by any other assistance 
than that of the French party, and of Tippoo SultaUn Suffi- 
cient proof has been stated of the mteiest which Tippoo and 
the French take m the exclusion of Secunder Jah, and of the 
attempts which they have alieady made to interfere m goveim- 
mg the succession These attempts may be renewed, and 
tbeii Success would necessarily involve the destruction of Azittl 
ul Omra and of Secundei Jah, together with the consequent 
annihilation of the British influence at Hydeiahad , all hope 
of re-estabhshmg the balance of powei in India as it existed 
at the peace of Serlhgapatam, Vrould then be precluded , the 
countries of the Nizam would in SUch an event become in 
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elFect a dependency of Fra*}cpj the partizans of that pa- 
taon, in conjunction with Tippoo, apd tFc body of their 
countiymen lately received into his pay, would hav,e the 
means of endangering the British power in India 

Under all these circumstances, the same principles which 
suggested the necessity of inci easing the Biitish detachment 
at Hydeiahad, demanded that it should be employed to sup- 
poit the succession of Seciindei Jah, as being essentially con- 
nected with the peimanency of oui mfluence at Hyderabad, 
and with the effectual exclusion of the inteifeience of Tippoo 
and of Fiance 

I have theiefoie authoiised the Resident at Hydeiahad to 
employ the British tioops m this service, if then assistance 
should heieaftei become necessary, but I am persuaded that 
the nieie presence of oui foice, accompanied by the know- 
ledge of my firm deteimiuation to suppoit the legular older 
of succession, will preclude every movement either of fpieign 
or domestic opposition 

The aiiangements pioposed foi the service of the Nizam 
will be veiy incomplete, unless connected with the lestoration 
of the Peishwa to a due degiee of authoiity and powei, and 
pieceded by the coidial approbation of the Court of Poonah. 
But the gieat dangei to be aveited is the giowth of the in- 
fluence of Tippoo and of France in India It is theiefore 
evident, that the failuie of the pioposed plan at Poonah 
would inciease the necessity of piovidmg foi the safety of the 
Nizam, and of destioying the French paity at hia Court Jf, 
therefore, the Peishwa should either refuse his assent to the 
propositions to be made to him, or it from the success of 
Scindiali’s operations, or from any othei cause, those mea- 
sures which relate to the Court of Poonah should be fius- 
tiated, I have still deemed it advisable to direct the Acting 
Resident at Hyderabad to cany into effect the increase of 
the British detachment, and such other parts of my instruc- 
tions as may appear piacticable, reserving always to the 
Peishwa the powei of acceding hereafter to any treaty 
which we may conclude with the Nizam, and continuing with 
that view the restrictive terms of our present subsidiary en- 
gagements with the latter, as far as they relate to the inteiests 
of the Peishwa The dismission of the Fiench corps at Hy- 
derabad would not fully answer the views with which I 
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have proposed that measure, if the officei s oi European pri- 
vates weie peimitted to enter into the service of any other 
native power although I should think them less dangeious 
in any service than in that of the Nizam I have endea- 
voured not only to secure the expulsion of the French from 
Hyderabad, but also then immediate return to then native 
country I have theiefore lequned that the Fiench officers 
and privates should he delivered up to the Government of 
Foit St George, in order that they may he rmmediately con- 
veyed to Em ope, the Nizam is under no engagements either 
with the Goveinment of Fiance or with the Fiench officers 
to continue them in his service, and he possesses the full right 
to dismiss them whenever he shall think fit The exorbitant 
power which M Piion and his aimy have acquired at Hydera- 
bad, as well as then munodeiate abuse of it, will justify the 
Nizam in taking whatever measures may appear most effec- 
tual for the pin pose of seeming himself against a faction so 
foimidable not only to the independence of his Goveinment, 
but to the safety of his own person, and to the existence of 
his throne With the same view, I have made it a piehmi- 
naiy condition of the whole plan, that the Nizam, his heirs 
and successors shall for evei exclude the Fiench fiom then 
armies and domimons 

The corps of Mi Fmglass, after the establishment of a con- 
siderable British force at Hydeiabad, will no longer be liable 
to tlie fill! force of the objections which I have stated against 
the pohey of encouraging such a body of adventurers in the 
service of the Nizam, this question, however, does not re- 
quire an immediate decision, we shall possess ample means 
of deciding it according to our discretion, if oui propositions 
to the Couit of Hydeiabad should be attended with success 
The consent of the Nizam to such paits of the proposed 
arrangements as relate to the re-estdbhshment of the Govern- 
ment of Poonah is required as a necessaiy pieliminary to the 
inci ease of the British detachment at Hydei abad My inten- 
tions being to take no step in the first instance at either 
Court without the full knowledge and concurrence of the 
other , a principle, the strict observance of which to every 
degree of practicable extent, appeals to me to he the only 
effectual mode of removing all causes of jealousy, of uniting 
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the confidence of both paities, and of bunging them to a dis- 
passionate consideiation of then mutual mteiests 

The paits of the proposed aiiangement which relate to the 
le-establishment of the Government of Poonah weie sug- 
gested by Colonel Palmei’s letter of 1st of June, in which he 
states “that the authoiity of the Peishwa would be lestoied 
by the appeaiance of a stiong Biitish foice at Poonah, and 
that Scindiah, undei the ciicumstances of Tippoo’s recent 
aggiession, could on no just pietence object to such a move- 
ment of oui tioops, noi in his piesent condition be able to 
oppose it ” 

The whole tenoi of the subsequent advices from Poonah 
tended to confirm this opinion foi while it appealed evi- 
dently impossible that the authoiity of the Peishwa could he 
lestoied otherwise than by foieign assistance, theie seemed 
to be eveiy rational giound of expectation, that the meie ap- 
peaiance of oui troops would induce all the leading Chieftains 
of the Mahiatta empiie to unite in suppoit of the Peishwa, 
and that such an event would not be unacceptable even to 
the followeis of Scmdiah The Peishwa himself has ear- 
nestly solicited the aid of a body of oui tioops, and has ex- 
piessed the fullest sense of the necessity, as well as lehance 
on the efficacy of such a measuie foi the restoiation of his 
authoiity and foi the piotection of his person 

On the othei hand, the danger of the Peishwa incieased 
from day to day , the assistance which he had solicited from 
the Nizam was not likely to leach him before his fate had 
been decided , and tbe expectation even of any assistance 
fiom the Court of Hyderabad, notwithstanding the conclusion 
of the late treaty, appeared to rest on a very precarious foun- 
dation In this situation, the direct interposition of this Go- 
vernment by moving a detachment of tioops to Poonah was 
the only measuie on which we could rely with any degiee of 
certainty for aveiting the immediate destruction of oui in- 
terests at that Couit 

The Resident at Poonah was theiefoie authorized to re- 
quire a detachment of troops fiom Bombay, but pieviously 
to so decided a step, it was deemed proper that the Resident 
should require of the Peishwa his consent to the inciease of 
the British detachment at Hyderabad, his acceptance of our 



200 


minute of 


August 


arbitration between the Courts ofPoonah and Hydeiabad, 
and bis exclusion of the Fiench from his ainues and domi- 
nions 

With a view of seeming the lasting benefit of this aiiange- 
nieiit at the Couit ofPoonah, it is intended that a proposal 
shall be made to the Peishwa to entei into permanent subsi- 
diaiy engagements with us of a similai natuie and extent 
with those which shall be concluded at the Court of Hyder- 
abad 

With the same view, the Resident at Poonah has been 
directed to take such measures as may apjiear to him most 
likely to inteiest Nana Furnaveese in the success of this 
general arrangement of the afFaus of the two Com ts 

The last despatches from Poonah afford eveiy leason to 
hope, that the abilities and experience of Nana may be suc- 
cessfully employed by Colonel Palmei in effecting the return 
ofScindiah to his own dominions, and the consequent les- 
toration of the Peishwa 

The impediments which Scindiah opposes to the success 
of tins airangement will probably disappeai whenever the 
union of the two Com ts, cemented by oui interposition, shall 
become a matter of public notoriety 

The treasure of Nana is the only resource m which Sem- 
diah can find the means of appeasing the clamours of his 
discontented ai my ; and Colonel Palmer will avail himself of 
any favorable opportunity of connecting the mteiests of Nana 
with those of Scmdiah and of the Peishwa, m such a manner 
as shall enable Soindiah to retire with safety into his own 
domimons, without affoidmg him the power of effecting any 
othei mihtary movement 

Being desirous of conciliating the real interests of all par- 
ties, I have mstiucted Colonel Palmer to make the most 
amicable propositions to Scmdiah, and to urge the policy of 
his return to bis own dominions by pointing out their actual 
danger during his absence, by offeiing our co-opexation 
against the menaced invasion of Zemaun Shah, and om me- 
diation with the Courts of Poonah and Hyderabad , and I 
have made the consent of those Couits to our mediation of 
then lespective differences with Scmdiah an mdispensable 
prehminaiy of the airangements which regard the restoration 
of then own independence Scmdiah cannot i eject om pro- 
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positions on any giound which would not immediately place 
him in the rank of a declaied enemy to us, and of an avowed 
auxiliaiy to Tippoo Sultaun 

In this case, therefore, we must have recouise to compul- 
sion , and I have aiithoi ized the Resident at Poonah to use it 
in the last and, I trust unpiohable, extremity 

Such are the measmes which I have proposed, with a view 
to restoie the efficiency of our alliances, and to check the 
giowth of the Flench party in the Deccan 

I have aheady stated the reasons whrch convrnced me 
(against the opinion of the Government of Foit St Geoige) 
that the assembling the aimy on the coasts of Coromandel and 
Malabar, and at Bombay, was absolutely indispensable to the 
defence of the Carnatic, under the cucumstance of Tippoo’s 
declared designs and acknowledged pieparations for war. 

The fatal pohcy ot neglecting to keep pace with the for- 
wardness of the enemy’s equipments has been felt more than 
once on the coast of Coi omandel, and, I repeat it, I cannot, 
consistently with any sentiment of duty, consent to rest the 
secuiity of the Carnatic, in the present crisis, on any other 
foundation than a state of active and early preparation for 
war But if I had looked only to the success of those mea- 
sures which aie now depending at the Courts of Poonah and 
Hyderabad (measures essentially mvolving our present and 
future means of checking the implacable enmity of Tippoo), 
I should on that giound alone have proposed to assemble the 
army upon the coast of Coromandel, at Bombay, and upon 
the coast of Malabar 

It IS impossible to suppose that Tippoo would not employ 
every effoit to prevent the revival of our defensive alliances, 
and It would, therefore, be nearly certain that his advanced 
state of piepaiation for war, and his renewed connection with 
the French, would tempt him to interfere in the affans of the 
Nizam and of the Peishwa, and to assist the views of Scmdiah 
at Poonah, and of M Piion’s army at Hyderabad. It theie- 
foie became necessary to check the motions of Tippoo Sul- 
taun, by assembling an aimy upon his fiontiei during the con- 
tinuance of our negociations with our allies. 

I have adverted, m the course of this Minute, to those de- 
fects m the constitution of the army upon the coast which 
have impeded its eaily movement m the piesent critical con- 
juncture The measures which I have proposed for the cor- 
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rection of those defects aie absolutely necessaiy, m my judg- 
ment, to oui futuie security in the Carnatic The detail of 
those measuies will appeal in my Minute in the Seciet De- 
partment of the 20th July, and m the letter to the Govern- 
ment of Foit St Geoige of the same date * 

I am fully awaie of the expense to be incuired in establish- 
ing any improved system, which shall enable the army on the 
coast to keep pace with the piomptitude of Tippoo’s lesouices, 
and to move with an alaciity and expedition equal to his. 

If, however, the pioposed increase of oiii subsidiary en- 
gagements at Hyderabad should take place, it is mymtQntion 
that the whole detachment, consisting of three regiments, 
should he finmsbedfiom the establishment of Foit St. George 
The foice thus stationed at Hyderabad will atfoid an effectual 
security to the northern Cncais against Tippoo Sultaun, oi 
against any other foreign enemy The duty of the Ciicars 
will then lequiie no larger a piopoition of tioops than may 
be sufficient to maintain the internal police and good order of 
the country It will not theiefoie be requisite, in the event 
of peace, to raise more than than one regiment at Fort St 
George, to replace those seivmg with the Nizam This an ange- 
ment will operate as a saving of the expense of two regiments 
upon the estabhshment of Fort St. Geoige, and will furnish 
a fund at least adequate to the permanent charges of the new 
establishments of artillery, diaft cattle and grain, which oui 
recent experience has proved to be mdispensable for the 
purpose of enabhng the army on the coast to take the field 
expeditiously, on any sudden emeigency 

In tins view, the restoration of om defensive alliances 
against Tippoo is essentially connected with the impiovement 
of our system of defence m the Cainatic , and the assistance 
affoided to the Nizam will become (without any inciease of 
expense) the souice of additional vigoui and activity to oui 
aimy upon the coast 

Deeply as I lament the obstacles which have prevented us 
from striking an instantaneous blow agamst the possessions 
of Tippoo, I expect to derive considerable advantage from 
the success of that system of precaution and defence which I 
have been compelled to substitute in place of an immediate war 

* These measures aie detailed lu the Govemoi-Geneiafs letter to Ge- 
neral Hams, of the 18th Julv, 1798— See page 136 
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The enlaigement of om subsidiary engagements at the 
Court of Hydeiabad, combined with the establishment of 
smnlai engagements at the Court of Poonah, will become a 
gieat augmentation of oiii strength, attended by no inciease 
of charge, and possibly by a diminution of oui mihtaiy ex- 
penses 

The two detachments will foim a considerable aimy, sta- 
tioned on the most vulnerable part of Tippoo Sultaun’s fiontier, 
in a position which will at all times facilitate oui appioach to 
his capital, by seeming the protection of our convoys of pro- 
visions A foice so stationed will operate as a perpetual 
restraint upon any movements which Tippoo might be dis- 
posed to make towards the frontier, either of the Carnatic, of 
the Northern Cncais, or of Malabar It will also impede 
any cooperation between the aimies of Scindiah and of 
Tippoo , and will induce the foimei to lemain within his own 
dominions, where his motions will again be checked by the 
vicinity of oui army on the frontier of Oude 

In such circumstances, it must always be the interest of 
Scindiah to cultivate our friendship in preference to that of 
the Flench, or of any native power Thus he may become 
an useful ally to us m the event of Zemaun Shah’s approach 
to the frontier of Hindostan , and the prospect of that event 
must render him anxious to secure our protection On the 
othei hand, the success of his present ambitious and unjusti- 
fiable views against the Peishwa would fix him in the interests 
of Tippoo Sultaun and of Fiance, with the accession of what- 
ever strength he might be able to collect from the remnants 
of the empire which he would have overthrown 

The influence which we shall naturally derive, both at Hy- 
derabad and Poonah, from the presence of so large a body 
of our tioops, will enable us to prevent any aggression on 
either side, by the constant interposition of our good oflrees 
with both parties, to lestiam eveiy symptom of a revival of 
then former spirit of jealousy and contention 

Our endeavours may then be successfully directed to the 
desirable object of pieseivmg unimpaired the strength and 
resources of the two powers, on whose cooperation we must 
lely for assistance in the event of any war with the state of 
Mysore, and while we prevent our allies from weakening 
themselves by lepeated contests, we may expect that such an 
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inteiference in the disputes of the native poweis, so fai fiom 
tending to foment divisions, and to occasion war, will piove 
the best secuiity foi the general tianqmlhty of India, as well 
as the most solid pledge of our disposition to pieseive that 
blessing from mteiruption 

However compiehensive and intiicate the proposed system 
may appear at the fiist view, it will soon be evident to all the 
poweis of India, that the ftindamental piinciple of oui pohcy 
IS invariably i epugnant to every scheme of conquest, exten- 
sion of dominion, aggiandisement, oi ambition, either foi 
ourselves oi for oui allies Consistently with tins piinciple, 
It IS oui light and duty to lestoie the vigour and efficiency of 
our defensive affiances, hut hejond the limits of this piin- 
ciple, we enteitain no project of alteimg the condition, of 
reducing oi of laismg the power of any establislied state m 
India On the other hand, the same piinciple justifies and 
demands oui fiim resistance to the intiusion of any foieign 
power which shall attempt to acquiie a prepondeiant influence 
m the scale of Indian pohtics, to the piejudice of our defen- 
sive alliances, and of our just interests The establishment 
of our subsidized foice at Poonah and Hyderabad will affoid 
effectual means of guardmg, not only against any such mtui- 
sion, but against the undue growth of any native powei 
While we possess so formidable a foice in the centei of 
India, no such event can happen without our knowledge and 
consent 

The last question which lemains for consideiation is, what 
shall be the natme and extent of that demand of satisfaction 
winch we shall make ftom Tippoo Sultaun, whenevei we 
shall have completed the sjstem now depending at the Couits 
of our Allies, and shall have brought oui aimyin the Cainatic 
to a state of prepaiation for the field? 

It IS evident from the facts which have come under my 
observation m the course of this discussion, that oui safety 
requires a furthei reduction of the relative powei of Tippoo 
Sultaun 

The policy of the Treaty of Seiingapatam certainly was not 
to maintam Tippoo’s powei upon such a scale as should leave 
Inm a constant object of alaim and apprehension to the Com- 
pany. Th3.t he has been so foi some years past cannot be 
denied by any person acquainted with the recoids either of 
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this Government or of that of Foit St George The present 
IS the second crisis within the last two years, in which this 
Government has thought it necessary to assemble the aimy 
on the coast, foi the sole purpose of checking his motions 
The vague and inaccuiate natal e of oui intelligence with 
lespect to the extent of his foice and to the state of his pre- 
paiations, added to the^ facility which he possesses of leceiv- 
mg emissaries and succours fiom Fiance by Sea, have con- 
tiibuted to enciease the anxiety of the Company’s Govern- 
ments , and our intei course with him has been of an unsettled 
and ill defined chaiacter, destitute of the advantages either 
of peace oi of wai Under such ciicumstances, the continu- 
ance of Tippoo’s power in its actual state, must pi ove to the 
Company a peipetual soiiice of alnim, vexation and expense 
Tlie reduction of his means of offence might he effected, 
either hy a positive diminution of his teiritoiy and lesomces, 
01 by a piopoitionate inciease of power and efficiency on our 
side of the balance, accompanied by such additional secuiities 
as might enable us to ascertam at all times the nature of his 
intentions, as well as his power of cairying them into effect, 
and to restraiHj if not wholly to preclude, his intercourse with 
Fiance 

The diminution of his territory on the coast of Malabar, 
would certainly be the most effectual mode of precluding his 
intercom se with France, as well as of preventing his move- 
ments towards the Carnatic But it does not appear proba- 
ble that this most desiiable secuiity can ever be obtained by 
the meie terror of our aims It must be pui chased at the 
expense and hazard of war Any considerable reduction of 
his resources must plobably be purchased at the same price 
I have already stated the nature and tendency of those 
steps which have been taken, foi confining the power of 
Tippoo within narrower limits by the opeiatiott of the pro- 
posed system of alhance, of subsidiary engagements, and of 
impiovement of oui defences in the Carnatic 

The success of this system will unquestionably operate as 
an effectual lestiaint upon the power of Tippoo, and will So 
strengthen oui bainers against him as to afford a rational ex- 
pectation, that we may be enabled to obtam from him with- 
out incui’iing the hazard of war, a veiy considerable aug- 
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mentation of security with lespect to all those points, which 
now form the most alarming featuies of his powei 

I have aheady stated those points to be, the seciesy of his 
opeiations, his continual intercourse with the French, and 
constant state of equipment foi M'ai 

Our demand of satisfaction foi his late infi action of treaty, 
should be so framed as to apply collectives to each of these 
evils, and such a demand might be founded on piinciples of 
model ation and justice so cleai and indisputable, as would 
place the refusal of Tippoo in the most odious light, and in 
that event piove to all India the necessity of oui lesortmg to 
arms 

We might distinctly state to Tippoo, that we enteitain no 
view of encioachmg upon his teiiitoiy oi of dunmishing his 
resouices, and we might appeal to the late restoration of the 
district ofWynaad, foi an unequivocal pi oof of this disposi- 
tion 

We miglit deckle, that aftei a most unprovoked violation 
of tieaty on his pait, we do not intend to demand any cession 
of dominion or payment of money , but will content oui selves 
with obtaimng those ordinaiy pledges of an intention to ab- 
stam from hostilities, which all civilized nations in a state of 
peace, aie in the estabhshed habit of requiring reciprocally 
from one anothei , we might insist on an unequivocal and 
final explanation of the real nature of om relation with him , 
declaring, that we will no longer submit to that ambiguous 
and anxious state, in which the allies have been placed by 
his conduct for some years past , we might signify oui detei- 
mmed resolution, eithei to estabhsh with him a real and ef- 
fectual peace, accompanied by the customary intercourse, by 
the mutual exchange of good offices, and by all other secu- 
rities winch maintam the continuance of that blessing, or to 
wage war upon him, until we have lemoved the causes of oui 
apprehension and danger by the entire destiuction of his 
power 

This declaration might be made jointly by all the allies, 
and it might be followed by requirmg Tippoo to receive at 
his Court an established Ambassador fiom each of the alhes, 
aceoiding to the practise of all civihzed nations in a state of 
peace, offering at the same time to admit Ambassadors from 
him on equal teiins 
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The foice levied by him imdei his offensive alhance with 
France, having been laised foi the express purpose of ag- 
giession upon the Company, can he considered in no othei 
hght than that of a signal of hostility, whde it shall lemain in 
his seivice He must theiefore be lequiied to disband it 
without delay, and to lemove it fiom his dominions 

The anxious desiie of the Fiench to destioy the Biitish 
power in India, the natuie of Tippoo’s acknowledged connec- 
tion with them, and the mteiest which they must always feel 
in instigating him to wai, demand the furthei lequisition, that 
he should entei into an engagement foi himself, his hens and 
successois, to exclude the Fiench fiom his aimies and domi- 
nions for evei 

The advantages lesulting fiom these concessions on the 
part of Tippoo, would be veiy consideiable 

The lesidence of an Ambassadoi at his Couit, would not 
only restiain the execution of any hostile designs which he 
might heieafter foim, but would provide an authentic souice 
of intelligence, fiom which we might always deiive timely in- 
formation of his motions This measuie might also ultimate- 
ly lead to the establishment of an amicable mtercouise with 
Mysoie, foi Tippoo may peihaps at length be convinced, 
that his wisest policy would be to lest satisfied with the un- 
distuibed possession of his present dominions, rathei than to 
iisk the loss of what he still letains, by attempting to legain 
what he has lost 

The dismission of the Fiench coips laised at Mauiitius 
would discourage othei adventureis of that nation fiom at- 
tempting to engage m the sei vice of the Sultaun , and with a 
Biitish Ambassadoi on the spot, it would be difiicult foi him 
to evade the engagements by which he would have bound 
himself to exclude :)he French fiom his aimies and dominions. 

The combined effeet of these two measures would there- 
fore be, if not whoUy to preclude, at least to embarrass to a 
veiy gieat degree his mteicouise with oui enemy He may 
also at length peiceive that he nevei can hope to make any 
lasting impression upon the Biitish powei, without the aid of 
a laige French foice, and that he never can admit such a 
force into his donunions, without the utmost dangei to his 
own independence 

The revival of oiii alliances, the appearance of oui armies 
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in the field, and the presence of a pait of the Biitish squadron 
on the coast of Malabai, wdJ probably mchne Tippoo to listen 
to lequisitions of this natme He wiU soon peiceive that we 
possess ample means of annihilating his mihtaiy foice, and 
I tiust he -will also be convinced, that we have no object 
in new beyond oui own security, and that we are leally de- 
suous of maintaining the lelations of amity and peace with 
him, as long as he shall rest contented with his pi esent domi- 
nions, and shall lelmquish his vindictive projects against 
ours. 

If Tippoo should accede to the substance of the requisi- 
tions which I have suggested, I enteitam a sangmne hope, 
that with the efficiency of the tuple affiance not only restoied 
but consideiably strengthened, with a laige aimy at Hydeia- 
bad, and another at Poonah, with a Resident established at 
Seimgapataui, and with the exclusion of the Fiench fiom the 
dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, of the Nizam, and of the 
Peisliiva, we may be enabled to look confidently to a long 
continuance of tranqiulhty in India The giowth of the 
Fiench powei m India, would no longer be a matter of ap- 
prehension, Scindiah (oi whoevei shall succeed to his domi- 
nions in Hmdostan), would become an useful auxiliary against 
the threatened iiruption of Zemaun Shah , the military 
charges on the coast of Coromandel, might then safely admit 
of reduction ; this Government would not then be perpetually 
alarmed with rumours of Tippoo’s equipments, and of im- 
pending invasions of the Carnatic We should no longer 
suffer in time of peace all the solicitude, and hazard, and much 
of the expense of war, and the continuance of tianquillity 
would be ensuied not moie by the piedonunance of our 
powei, than by the modeiation manifested m using it for the 
sole puipose of ohtaimng permanent security, and genuine 
peace '* 

I am, &c Moknington 

* Tlie letter from the Government of Port St George of the 10th Jul5', 
I7O8, (referred to at page 178) is grounded on Mr Webbe’s meraorau- 
duin of the 6th July, (sec page 72) namely, that tne Madias aimy was in- 
capable of any offensive opeiations, and barely adequate to the defence of 
oiir own territory , it deprecated also any demonstration which might in- 
duce Tippoo to invade the Carnatic The lettei is inserted as a note at 
page 214 
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No XLIX 

The Em I of Morning ton to Captain Kii hpatrick 
Sir, Fort Williani, 14th August, 1798 

I have leceived yom piivate lettei of the 30th ult Youi’ 
communications lelatingto Colonel Kiikpatrick give me gieat 
pleasuie, and I am happy to find that the situation in my 
family which I have left open foi him is likely to piove ac- 
ceptable to him 

Azim ul Omia’s leception of my propositions has afforded 
me the highest satisfaction , noi could it he expected that he 
should pledge himself to a gieatei extent on the fiist com- 
munication of a plan embracing so many complicated inte- 
rests 

In directing the Government of Foit St George to hold 
two regiments in leadmess to maich at youi requisition to 
Hyderabad, I desired that those legiments might be accom- 
panied by the ordinary propoition of field artiUeiy, and my 
intention is, that the aitillery which may be sent with those 
regunents shall be peimanently stationed with the Nizam, he 
of course paying the chai ge attending it If the pi oportion 
of aitilleiy sent with the detachment fiom Foit St. George 
should appeal insufficient, Azira ul Omia will find me sin- 
cerely disposed to accommodate that point to his wishes, by 
making any addition which may be deemed lequisite 

I shall heieaftei take into consideiation your obseivation 
lespecting the exchange at which the pay of the Bengal 
tioops serving at Hyderabad is now issued I think it piopei 
at the same time to acquaint you, that it is my intention ulti- 
mately, that the corps stationed with the Nizam shall be com- 
posed entirely of tioops fiom the estabhshment of Foit St. 
Geoige 

The total inability of the Nizam to extiicate himself fiom 
the powei of the French party without oui assistance formed 
one of the primary considerations, which induced me to pro- 
pose to him the extension of oui subsidiary engagements 
The anxiety with which Azim ul Omra pi esses for the ar- 
rival of the additional subsidiary force from Fort St Geoige 
as an indispensable piehminaiy to the destruction of the 
'■French party, is a sufficient confirmation of the opinions 
which I had formed of the dangerous strength of that party, 
VOL I. p 



210 THE EARL OF MORNINGTON, TO AllgUSt, 

and of the absolute necessity of om mteiference for the pur- 
pose of lestiaming its oveiheaiing influence 

It could nevei have been etpected by me that the Ministei 
should take any othei step towaids the dismission of Peion’s 
army pieviously to the aiiival of our regiments, than that of 
dispel sing the coijis of which it is composed, so as to pie- 
vent then forming a junction either with a view of exciting a 
commotion in his Highness’s dominions, or of letiimg into 
the territoiies of any othei powei It is indispensably ne- 
cessaiy indeed that the intended dismission of the Fiencli 
party should be kept seciet until the Mmistei shall possess 
the means of attempting it with a ceitainty of success With 
the aid of the additional foice which we have agreed to fui- 
nish, I should hope that he will be enabled to cairy this pait 
of the plan into execution without any mateiial difficulty 
Peihaps even a sinallei Biitish foice might be deemed ade- 
quate to this seivice, if you should he of opmion that it 
can be successfully accomphshed by the Bengal troops now 
seiving at Hyderabad, and a pait of the additional foice 
ordered to maich thithei on youi lequisition, (supposing that 
any unfoieseen obstacle should impede the immediate maich 
of the whole of the two regiments from Foit St George) you 
have my sanction to make the attempt with the smaller force. 

For the reasons however stated in my letter to you of the 
25th ultimo, it IS indispensably necessaiy, at all events, that 
the Nizam should, without delay, formally bind himself by a 
written engagement to my propositions lespectmg the French 
party, as well as to every other piehminary condition of the 
proposed ariangements, leavmg the mode and time of caiiy- 
ing those aiiangements into effect to be deteimined by the 
arrival of om additional subsidiary force 
1 consider such piehminaiy articles to be the basis of a 
definitive treaty which shall comprehend the general inteiests 
of each branch of the Triple Alliance On the signatui e of 
such ai tides you must insist, befoie you despatch youi orders, 
for the march of the additional detachment The actual 
disbanding of Peion’s corps will, of couise, follow the esta- 
blishment of our tioops at Hyderabad 

The nature of these measmes leqmres great despatch, the 
ordinary delays of an Asiatic Court would defeat the whole 
system. I am, &c 

Mornington 



1798 


GENERAL HARRIS 


211 


No L 

The Em I of Moi mng ton to Gene) al Hm i is 
My Dear Sir, Tort William, 16tli August, 1798 

I have just now received youi express of the 30th July, to 
which I retm n an answer without delay 

The despatch of the La Vzrginie has been delayed by the 
sudden death of my poor fiiend Captain Hunt, who died to 
the unspeakable giief of all his acquaintance, on Fiiday last, 
after an illness of a few days 

The chaige of the ship is entiusted to Mi Evans, the first 
lieutenant, who will sail in the couise of two oi thiee days at 
farthest, and will convey to you a supply of money to the 
amount of not less than ten nor more than fifteen lacs of 
rupees I trust that this supply will reach you withm fifteen 
days from the depaituie of La Virgime 
A part of the S3rd regiment, with my hrothei, Colonel 
Wellesley, embarked the day befoie yesterday for Foit St 
George, and the remainder is to follow to-morrow 
If the force which I have directed to he assembled shall 
really he ready to move from the Cncars towards Hydeiahad 
befoie the end of August, I tiust it will be in time to accom- 
plish the important objects which 1 have in contemplation 
The Marine battalion will he embaiked foi Masuhpatam, 
paitly on board the Bombay fiigate, and partly on a ship 
freighted for the puipose on the 25th of this month 
Upon consulting with the Commandei-in-Chief, we are of 
opinion that the defence of these piovinces, under all the 
circumstances of the present moment, absolutely leqmres that 
the men of the 36th regiment should be embaiked foi Fort 
William immediately upon the aiiival of the 33id at Fort St 
George, and I theiefore request that the execution of this 
suggestion may not be suspended, but as I am anxious to 
affoid you every possible assistance, I this day signified in 
Council my intention to authorize you to detain the 29th re- 
giment of diagoons, which must soon aiiive at your Presi- 
dency from England , you will not attempt to mount the men, 
but I trust that you will find this regiment m its dismounted 
state useful for the purpose of garrison duty 

You will considei this as a foimal authority foi the deten- 
tion of the 29th legimenl 
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I take this oppoitunity of leplymg to such paits of your 
letteis of the 18th and Hth July as have not been noticed in 
my public despatches 

The mode of obviating the inconvenience likely to aiise 
fiom the number of youi French piiSoneis has been antici- 
pated by my pi oposition made thiough Mi Wellesley, and 
I ti list you may aheady have found some means of conveying 
them to Em ope 

I do not think that the legiment of Mem on would be a 
vei y safe guest in Bengal if its disposition should be what 
youappiehend, shouldyoui appiehension prove well founded, 
I would recommend it to you to devise some means of sending 
it to Europe 

The 89th will make a very safe part of tliegarnson of Fort 
St Geoige 

youi letter of the 14th July suggests some doubts of Tip- 
poo’s participation in the proclamation issued in the Isle of 
Fiance I have had the means of ascertaining fiom a variety 
of lespectable evidence, as well as fiom an examination of 
the collateial ciicumstances of the case, that Tippoo was un- 
questionably a pai ty to the proclamation 

The motives of Monsieur Malaitic are more ambiguous, 
but I am persuaded you will not think this cucumstance any 
palliation of the conduct of Tippoo 

Tippoo ceitainly expected very considerable assistance 
fiom the Isle of Fiance, and he would probably have obtained 
it if his Ambassadors had earned with them a sufficient trea- 
sure to advance bounty money to a large number of recruits, 
but an apprehension of the English ciuizeis pi evented the 
embarkation of tieasure, and to this defect inoie than any 
other IS to be imputed the failure of the whole plan The 
ship which conveyed to the Mauritius the fiist intelligence of 
the last 1 evolution in Fiance, and of the violence intended 
against that Island, did not ai live until after the departure of 
Tippoo’s vakeels This mtelligence occasioned the disturb- 
ance m tbe Island, the pioclamation, therefore, did not origi- 
nate in any intention to quell those distuibances by relieving 
the Island of the restless spirits concerned in them It is an 
mcontioveitible fact (on which I leave you to make youi own 
comment) that no rumour oi notion of a war between Tippoo 
and the Company, oi of a levy of men for his sei vice, existed 
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in the Island of Mauritius previously to the ariival of Tip- 
poo’s Ainbassadois, and that the pi oclamation issued a few 
days aftei then aiiival 

I have detailed the whole of this argument in a minute re- 
coided in the Secret Depaitment, which I will forward to you 
for youi private peiusal, and for that of Loid Clive * 

Tippoo’s letters to the Executive Directoiy of Prance, so- 
liciting then aid against the Company, were despatched from 
the Mauiitms in the month of March , you are aware that the 
general expectation in that Island is, that a force will soon 
be sent from Fiance for the purpose of reducing the Island 
to obedience. Such an expedition may easily be connected 
with the plan of afFoiding succour to Tippoo, and I think it 
highly piobable that a pait of the great naval preparations 
now making m Fiance may be destined for this rational pur- 
pose, lather than to the impracticable project of invading 
England, in this opinion Sir Hugh Christian and Lord 
Macartney entirely concur -with me. 

Captain Malcolm’s lepoit of the state of Tippoo’s prepara- 
tions leaves no doubt on my mind that the Sultan expected 
to have derived from the Fiench such succour as would have 
enabled him immediately to commence active operations 
against us It does not appear to me that the Sultan yet 
despairs of the aid of Fiance 

With regard to the effect which our preparations may have 
upon Tippoo’s mmd I have sufficiently expressed my opinion 
in my private letter to you of the IGth July That opinion 
has been confirmed by every subsequent event, and I should 
be ashamed to hold for one hour the post which I now fill, 
if I had been so weak as to suffer any vague apprehension of 
the possible effect of our preparations on the capricious tem- 
per of the Sultan, to deter me fiom takmg effectual measmes 
for our peimanent secuiity against his declared designs 

Your letter of the 6th July enclosed a memorandum,! which 
I should not have thought deserving of my notice if you had 
not called my particular attention to it, as containing the ar- 
guments which were likely to be urged with viiulence by the 
opposition at home, m the event of our bemg engaged m a 
war with Tippoo 


Vide Minute of the 12th August, 1798, p 169 


+ See p 72 
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Although no man accepts with more gratitude any correc- 
tion of his own opimons, I feel an instmctive repugnance to 
any remaiks evidently oiiginatmg in a spint of discontent and 
faction , I therefoie lead m a very cuisoiy manner the memo- 
randum which you had so justly desciibed , I leave you then 
to judge with what astonishment and concern I found the 
whole substance of that memoiandum recalled to my memory 
by youi public lettei of the 10th July to that lettei my pub- 


* The following is the letter referred to — 

From the Secret Department to the Earl of Mormngton, K B 
My Lord, Fort St George, 10th July, l/SS 

We have had the honour to receive your Lordship’s letter ot the 20th 
ultimo,® directing us to take measures, with the utmost degree of expe- 
dition, foi assembling the army, under this Government, at such a situa- 
tion. as we may judge most convenient for its marching against Sermga- 
patam , if such a measure should, hereafter, be found necessary 

Upon tins most momentous question we shall wait, with the utmost 
solicitude, the result of your Lordship’s final deliberation Mean while, 
we beg to assure you of our most cordial coopei alien, m any system of 
measures which you may judge expedient, to frustrate the designs of the 
enemy 

With this view, we have taken the measures immediately necessary for 
assembling such part of our troops, as tan he spared from the defence of 
our foi ts, and the protection of our districts , of this force we inclose a 
return amounting to 14,144 rank and file, including gun Lascars and 
pioneers 

The Commander-m-Chief has recommended Walajahbad, as the most 
convenient place at which to assemble the army, with a view either to of- 
fensive or defensive operations , and, in compliance with his recommend- 
ation, we have accordingly fixed upon that situation, as the general ren- 
dezvous of the troops 

We shall issue immediate orders for providing a sufficient quantity of 
draft and carnage cattle for the camp equipage, and held tram of tlus 
array, but as the equipment of a battenng train, sufficient for the siege of 
Seimgapatam, must be attended with an immediate very heavy expence, 
we shall postpone any ordeis for this purpose, until we receive your 
farther directions 

In the mean time, we consider it our duty to suggest the ideas to which 
the immediate performance of your eiders has given nee 

The army which it is possible for us to draw together, is incapable of 
ofiensive operations , and must receive very large remforcements from 
Bengal, before it can be m a condition to make any senous attack upon 
the Mysore country The time and extent of those supplies depend upon 
your Lordship in council, but the assistance which we require in troops 
•Seep 64 
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he duty compelled me to return an answei which it was veiy 
painful to me to dictate I can only repeat my sincere as- 
surances already oflfeied to you on a similar occasion, that no 
unfavouiahle impression of your intentions, noi abatement of 

IS so great, as mast necessarily fix the period of our oflFensive operations 
to a very distant day , and, as the demolition of Ossoor and Bangalore, 
leave us no object of intermediate attach , we can have no means ot 
making any formidable impression upon Tippoo Sultaun, but by the 
siege of bis capital itself This from the circumstance we have already 
stated, as well as fiom the expeiience of the last war, must, inevitably, 
be a work of time 

Mean while our preparations shall go on, with every precaution to pre- 
vent the discovery of their object , yet we cannot be sanguine that a mat- 
ter of such necessary publicity as the march and equipment of an army, 
which can have no object but hostility against Tippoo, could escape that 
pnnee’s vigilance 

If, upon this discovery, he should pursue the line of policy pointed out 
by his father, (and there is too much reason to expect, from the demoli- 
tion of Bangalore and Ossoor, that this ivill be his future system of war- 
fare) we apprehend that an immediate invasion of the Carnatic may be 
expected , and, as his resources are much more prompt than our own, and 
as a great part of his army is supposed to have long been in a state of 
field equipment, we fear that his attack upon us may be expected, before 
we shall be in a condition to meet him 

Our own army, when equipped, can, from its number, be only defen- 
sive, and its operations confined to the Company’s territories , while the 
enemy, from the lapidity ot his movements, and the superiority of his 
cavalry, will cany devastation throughout the Carnatic, until we may he 
able to hx his attention to his own dominions Meanwhile the loss of 
levenuc m our central distncts and the Baramahal is inevitable, while 
the ravage of the country, m the neighbouihood of this presidency, with 
the destruction of the November ciop in the Baramahal, will oppose very 
senous obstacles to the eqmpment of our troops for the invasion of 
Mysore 

Having made the most urgent and repeated applications to you, upon 
the state of our finances, it is unnecessary to recapitulate the subject 
here, but m the discussion of war, a matter of so much moment as 
money, cannot he omitted It is oui duty theiefore to appiize you, in 
the most explicit manner, that we must rely, solely and unequivocally, 
upon your Government, for supplies in specie The ofhcial statements 
with which you have been already furnished, shew a very considerable de- 
fect m our resources compaied with our expenses, foi the current year , 
and any diminution of our cuirent revenue, by the depredations of the 
enemy, must be followed by the utmost mconvemence, the discount upon 
every species of oui paper leaves us to expect no assistance, upon our 
own credit , and the scarcity of money here, compels us to lepeat, in the 
most unequivocal manner, that oui means for equipping, as well as foi 



216 THE EARL OF MORNlEQTONj TO AugUSt, 

peisonal legaid and esteem for you, suggested my answer to 
your public letter of the 10th July. 

I beg you will return my thanks to Captarn Malcolm for 
his very able and satisfactory report respecting the state of 
Tippoo Sultaun’s force and preparations for war.* 

I must also request you to express my gratitude to Major 
Allan for the valuable communications which I have received 
from him on the subject of the passes into the Carnatic 
Major Beatson has been here for some time, I have re- 
ceived gieat satisfaction from his knowledge and ability, and 
I feel veiy much obliged to you for having afforded me the 
opportunity of forming so useful and amiable an acquamt- 
ance 

I am very sony that it will not he m my power to spare 
the Bombai/ frigate for the puipose mentioned to you by 
Admn al Rainier That ship will be employed m convoying 
the troops to Mdsuhpatam, and when that service shall have 
been accomplished, my intention is to order her to cruize in 
company with the Nonsuch off the Sand heads, for the pio- 
tection of the trade of Bengal duimg the north-east monsoon 
I shall give an early consideration to the affaiis of Tanjoie , 
I have not yet been able to form my opinion on that subject 
I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


paying the array, must depend upon the supplies of ti ensure which your 
Lordship in council may be able to send flora Bengal 
We shall do oui selves the honour of enclooing, for youi information, 
as soon as it can be picpaied, a statement of the monthly expense of our 
own army m the field, togethei with a statement of the balance of cash 
in 0111 treasury 

Though we have thought it our duty to repiesent the difficulties in 
which we may be involved, by the immediate execution of your Lordship’s 
orders, ive beg leave to repeat our assurances of the most hearty co- 
operation, in any plan which you may detennme to adopt, m the piesent 
conjuncture 

We have the honour to be. 

My Lord, your Lordship’s, 

Most obedient, humble servants, 

George Harris 
Edward Saunders 
B H Fallofiblb 


See Appendix 
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No LI 

The Earl of Mormngton to Geneial Harris 
My Dear Sir, Foit Willium, 19th August, 1798 

I have just now received youi lettei of the 7th of August,* 
with the extiacts inclosed ,t and I am anxious to avail myself 


* See page 166 

t The foUomng is the Minute of Geneial Hams, letened to — 

Secret Department, 31st July, 1798 
The President lays before the Board a letter fiom Bengal, which he 
recommends may not at piesent be entered on the lecords, directing that 
immediate ordeis may be issued for assembling, with all piacticable des- 
patch, two native regiments of infantiy, with field pieces, each battalion 
completed to the war strength of 1,000 men, aud intimating that it is 
probable this force will shortly be required for the seivice of the Nizam 
The Piesident delivers in the folloiving Minute — 

If the present order had been given aftei the receipt of our lettei to the 
Supreme Government of the 10th instant, there would have been no cause 
to doubt what conduct we ought to pursue, because the Governor General 
in Council would have issued his directions under a knowledge of the dif- 
ficulties in which we should be involved by the execution of his fiist m- 
stnictions foi assembling the coast aimy, inth the ultimate view of march- 
ing to Seringapatam 

In that lettei we stated our uttei inability to undertake any offensive 
operation, that oui whole collected force was barely sufficient to repel 
any invasion oi our own territories, and that, without large and imme- 
diate supplies of money, we could not put it in a state of held equipment. 
It follows, then, that by preparing and detaching so large a part of our 
army (and which it is probable will shoitly be entirely withdrawn from 
oul protection) as 4,000 effective native infantry, with their complement 
of field artilleiy, that a veiy seiious i eduction is made from our means of 
defence, amj^that the very measure which we were before scarcely in a 

conditm^repel IS proportionably provoked 

,,,--«-t^Vestion, theiefore, for our consideration is, whether these conse- 
quences shall be risked by the execution of the present order 

If I believed that the stipulated force was reqmred only for the ordi- 
nary service of the Nizam, I would not hesitate to leeommend that the 
execution of the order shoidd be suspended untd a reply was received to 
therepiesentation which has been made to the Supreme Government of 
our difficulties, but, judging from the very pressing private requMt of 
the Bail of Mormngton, that the detachment may be equipped with the 
utmost piomptitude and caution, that its formation is of great ™Portance 
to the Litish interests in India, I should deem myself eulpable if I 
thwarted any general plan which may have been formed by the Supreine 
Government, by delaying, foi a moment, to propose to the Board the mode 
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of the earhest oppoitunity to leturn you my most coidial 
thanks for the zeal and resolution with which you have ear- 
ned ray suggestions into effect, my letter of the 16 th July 
will have informed you how essential a plan to the very exist- 
ence of the Biitish empire in India would have been defeated 
if youi honorable fiimness had not overcome the suggestions 
of an opposition, which would have peisuaded you to violate 
the law under the specious pietence of executing the spint 
hy disobeying the letter of the oideis of the Governor -General 
in Council This opposition I am resolved to crush , I pos- 
sess sufficient poweis to do so , and I will exert those powers 
to the extreme point of their extent, rather than suffer the 
smallest paiticle of my plans for the public service to he frus- 
tiated hy such unworthy means With this view, my earnest 
request to you is, that you will communicate to me without 
delay the names of those who have ariogated to themselves the 
power of governing the empire committed to my charge the 
Ignorance and weakness of this self-created government have 
ah eady appear ed to you from the papers which I ti ansmitted to 
you on the 1 8 th July In addition to that information, I have 
now the satisfaction to tell you, that the Nizam has agreed 
unequivocally to cooperate with us in the event of a war with 
Tippoo, and has also cordially united in all the measures 
which I have proposed for the* relief of the Peishwa In the 
meanwhile a revolt m the army of Scindiah has so reduced 
his power, that there remains no doubt of the complete resto- 
ration of the Peishwa, and consequently of the immediate 
revival of our defensive alliances agamst Tippoo in (at least) 


which I deem most proper for the speedy and eflPettual accomplishment of 
the part with which we are charged 

I am aware that difSculties of great magnitude oppose the anaiigement 
I shall propose, but feeling that they ought to yi^d to the more imme- 
diate object in view, it would be superfluous to dwell upon them, and cul- 
pable to shrink from the responsibility which may attach to us m meeting 
them 

The pubhc and private promise of a supply from Bengal m specie 
lessens my apprehensions on this account, and as I have again, m the 
most urgent terms, pressed the immediate necessity of its performance, 
I am confident that his Lordship m Council will be as foiward to aflTord 
effectual relief to our particular difiiculties, as we may be to mamlest a 
cordial cooperation in his plans for the general safety 


Geo Haiuus 
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their original vigour The dismission of the Fiench corps at 
Hydeiahad will take place immediately after the arrival of 
our increased subsidiaiy force I leave it to you to judge 
whethei this state of the Couits ofPoonah and Hydeiahad, 
cemented by my authoiity and power, is more hkely to tempt 
Tippoo to move into the Carnatic, or to turn his eyes seri- 
ously to the danger of his own domimons It is extiemely 
necessaiy that you should not divulge this information, until 
I am enabled to tiansmit you a moie exact state of our nego- 
ciations, which I will not fail to do by the fiist favourable op- 
poitunity The Virginia will sail to-moriow oi the next day 
with about 13 oi 14 lacs of rupees. The marine battalion 
will embaik in a day oi two You may lely on my employing 
eveiy exertion to send you a fuithei supply of treasure and 
of men, if the latter should become necessary 
I am not awai e of having omitted any pomt of importance 
on which you appear to desire my opinion, excepting that 
part of youi letter which relates to the necessity of the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief and myself visiting Foit St Geoige in the 
event of a war , the Commander-in-Chief long ago expressed 
to me his intention to take the command on the coast m that 
event , and I shall not hesitate one moment (if necessity 
should require such a step) in carrying to the coast such 
power as shall soon repress the faction, which I perceive is 
already formed for the purpose of embarrassing my Govern- 
ment Indeed I will not wart the moment of war (which I 
trust is distant), if the spurt which has arisen at Madras 
should appear to gain strength, the activity of that spirit will 
very soon bring me to Foit St George 

I am, &c. Mornington 




No Lll 

The Earl of Moimngton to Colonel William Palme) 


Sir, August 19t]i 1?98 

Your letter No 31, dated the 26th July, reached me 
yesterday The present situation of Scmdiah, will piobably 
dispose him to considei oui mtei position rather m the light 
of a friendly and seasonable assistance, than in that of an 
authoritative act of compulsion. 
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Undei such cucumstances, which I am persuaded you will 
improve to the utmost possible degree of advantage, I thipk 
it might he piacticable to enter into details with respect to 
the precautions, which become eveiy day moie necessary for 
the defence of Scindiah’s dommions, against the threatened 
invasion of Zemaun Shah You are awaie, that the injustice 
and violence of Scindiah have disgusted the Rajahs of Jyna- 
gur and Joodipoui, and othei Chiefs of the Rajahpoot tube, 
who would form most useful allies to Scmdiah and to the 
Company, in the event of the Shah’s approach I wish you 
to endeavour to convmce Scmdiah of his deep interest in 
making such eaily concessions to the Rajahpoots, as may 
concihate them towaids him , at piesent I am afraid that his 
outrages have thrown them mto the scale of then natural 
enemy Zemami Shah, and have entirely separated them from 
the Mahiatta interest, to which they aie attached by every 
natural tie I enclose a papei of intelligence respecting Ze- 
maun Shah, which appeals moie authentic than any which 
has hitherto reached me By a copy which I have received 
of the Persian paper, delivered by Captain Kirkpatrick to 
Azim ul Omra, I find that Captam Kirkpatrick has departed 
very widely both from the spuit and letter of my instructions 
to him Not having yet received from him any explanation 
of the motives of his conduct, I cannot yet form my judgment 
upon it ) but it IS necessaiy that you should take the earliest 
precautions against the effect to be apprehended fiom two 
passages in the Persian papei, to which I have adverted 
The fiist relates to Tippoo Sultaun, with whom it would be 
supposed flora the tenor of that paper, that war was in my 
opmion become not only inevitable, but desiiable. The pii- 
mary object of all my piesent measures is to prevent war, by 
convincing Tippoo on the one hand, that we are peifectly 
prepared to meet him m the field, and on the othei , that we 
aie equally ready to accept of a just and moderate satisfac- 
tion foi his late infraction of treaty 
The second passage m Captam Kirkpatrick’s papei, from 
which I apprehend mischief, is that, which states in such 
strong terms, my deteimmation to use compulsoiy measures 
against Scmdiah , my instructions on thjs head appear to me 
to be sufficiently intelligible. My wish and expectation al- 
ways has been, that measures of conciliation might effect all 
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that I lequire from Scindiah, with considerable advantage to 
his own genuine mteiests , and I have authorized you to le- 
soit to compulsion in the last, and I tiust mipiohable, extie- 
mity 

You will bear these obseivations in youi mind, in whatevei 
conveisations oi papeis shall pass duiing the couise of tins 
negociation 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Mornington 

PS I have just now leceived Captain Kirkpatiick’s ac- 
count of his motives foi vaiying and extending my pioposi- 
tions. He has judged lightly in extending the exclusion of 
the French to all Euiopeans excepting the British You 
will advert to this cncumstance with refeience to the state of 
Poonah 


No Lin 
(By Express ) 

The Em I of Mot mngton to Captain Kii kpatt ick 
Sir, Fort William, 20th August, 1798 

I have received youi letteis of the 31st July, and Snd of 
August 

I shall forward to you by the next post, a public letter con- 
taining my obseivations on then contents But I cannot 
delay the communication of my anxiety on some points, con- 
tained in the Pei Sian paper, delivered by you to Azim ul 
Omra 

Fiom the tenor of that papei, it would be supposed, that 
wai with Tippoo was ui my opinion, become not only inevita- 
ble but desirable 

The piimary object of all my present measures is to pre- 
vent war, by convincing Tippoo, on the one hand, that we 
are perfectly piepaied to meet him in the field, and on the 
other, that we are equally leady to accept of a just and mo- 
derate satisfaction foi his late infraction of treaty 

The mannei m which that papei states my deteimmation 
to use compulsory measures against Scmdiah, is very different 
from the spiiit of my instructions to Colonel Pdlmei My 
wish and expectation always has been, that measures of con- 
ciliation might effect all that I require from Scmdiah, with 
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considerable advantage to his own genuine inteiests, and I 
have authoiized Colonel Palmei to lesoit to compulsion m 
the lastj and I trust impiobable, extiemity But fiom youi 
Persian paper it would be infeiied, that I expected a contest 
with Scindiah, and that I was not desuous of conciliating 
that Chief 

You will beai these ohseivations in mind, and you will en- 
deavour to lemove impiessions fiom which I appiehend the 
most seiious mischief 

Without at piesent advertmg to the piopnety of your hav- 
ing made any alteiationin the piopositions, which I diiected 
you to make to Azim ul Omia, I shall confine myself to ap- 
piizing you, that I do not feel any mateiial objection to any 
alterations which you have made in the substance of those 
piopositions, excepting that which respects the peimanency 
of the new subsidiaiy engagements Such a pioposition ap- 
pears to me likely to cieate jealousy in the mind of the 
Nizam, without securing any possible advantage to us You 
will theiefore withdraw it, if it should have occasioned any 
objection 

I do not yet think it prudent to disclose the natuie of the 
demand of satisfaction, which I have it in contemplation to 
make from Tippoo , and I am theiefoie anxious, that you 
should take an early occasion of removing any impiession, 
which may have been made by your suggestions on that 
subject 

You will not delay your application foi the force fiom Fort 
St George, m consequence of any difiS.culty which may have 
arisen, lespectmg the secuiity for the pay of the new subsi- 
diary foice , the great object is to effect the dismission of the 
Flench force as speedily as possible 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No LIV. 

Xorrf Clwe to the Earl of Mormngton 
My Lord, George, 22 August, 1798 

Having barely had time, undei the circumstances of my 
recent arrival, to lead your Lordship’s confidential letters of 
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the 16th ultimo, to Genei al Hams, and of g9th* to myself, 
I shall not now presume to entei upon the very important 

* The following is an extract fiom the letter referred to — 

The Em I of Mormngton to Lord Clvoe 
CMost piivate and confidential ) 

My Lord, Fort William, July 29th, 1798 

Although I have not the honoui of your Lordship’s personal acquaint- 
ance, 1 trust that my public situation and my anxiety to discharge its 
duties in a satisfactory manner wdl be a sufficient apology for the liberty 
which I take in ti ouhling you with this letter 
I leaint the intelligence of your Lordship’s appointment to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St George with vei-y great pleasure, being convinced that 
the affairs of that Presidency requite the vigoious control of a person of 
your Lordship’s rank and character, and that you will have it in your 
power (as I am persuaded it is your inclination) to render essential ser- 
vice to the interests of the Company, and to confer considerable benefits 
upon the people committed to your pecuhar charge 
For the system of measures which I think it advisable to adopt in the 
present crisis with legard to the defence of the Carnatic, and to the re- 
storation of our alliances, I refer your Lordship to my private correspond- 
ence with General Hams, and to the papeis accompanying my last letter 
to him 

Having frequently considered the state of the Presidency of Foit St 
George previously to my departure from Europe, and having had the op- 
portunity of correcting, by personal observation, the opinions which I 
had foimed at home, I think it my duty to lay before your Lordship, 
without reseive, the final result of my deliberate judgment upon asubject 
equallv inteiestmg to yourself and to me In pursmng the various topics 
connected with this subject, I shall communicate my ideas to your Loid- 
ship with the same degree of confidential freedom which I should use to 
my most intimate friend, being satisfied that your Lordship will not 
suffer communications of so secret a nature to pass beyond your own 
mmd , and being assured that you will receive them as the most unequi- 
vocal testimony of my cordial zeal for the prosperity of your administra- 
tion, and of my disposition to afford you every assistance towards the 
maintenance of the dignity, authority, and vigour of your Government 
The Civil service of the Presidency of Fort St George is unfortunately 
in a condition very far removed from perfection, and inferior in every re- 
spect to that of Bengal 

The deficiency of most of the Civil seivants at Madras, in the depart- 
ments of revenue, is to be ascribed in a great measure to the system so 
long prevalent of administeiing the revenues through provincial Chiefs 
and Councils, whose policy it was to confine the means of acijuiring a 
knowledge of the natuie of the collections within the most narrow chan- 
nels, and who weie themselves almost universally under the dominion of 
the Native agents and servants The whole administration of the Revenue 
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topics they contain, but content myself for the present, with 
expressing the grateful sense I entertain of the friendly and 


was a scheme of injstery, calculated to embarrass inquiry, and to skreen 
peculahoii from justice 

The provision ot the commercial investment upon the coast of Coro- 
mandel has also been managed almost exclusively by Native agents and 
contractors, and while their management shall continue, it cannot be 
expected that the servants of the Company will become conveisant with 
the details of the several manufactures, or with the minute ciicumstances 
which affect the quality of the different fabrics This defective mode of 
administering the revenue and commerce of the Company on the coast 
rendered the study of the languages, customs and laws of the countiy a 
superfluous, if not an useless, labour , since a servant of the Company 
might reach the most arduous trusts, and might discharge them with as 
much credit as hia predecessois had ever enjoyed, without the previous 
application necessary for acqmring any of those branches of knowledge 
On the other hand, the ignorance of the Company’s civil seivants neces- 
sarily threw them mto the hands of the native Dubashes, whose destruc- 
tive influence soon produced embarrassmeuta, which led to the sacnfice 
of public trust and duty, and ultimately to the uttei subversion of every 
principle of mtegnty and honour To these causes must be added the 
contmual operation of the intrigues of the Durbars of the Nabob of Arcot 
and of the Rajah of Tanjore The junior servants 1 tiust, under youi 
Lordship’s superintendence, may be encouraged in the study of the 
native languages, a knowledge of which is indispensably necessary to 
enable them to discharge any important public trust with advantage to 
their employers, or with honour to themselves With this view, I most 
earnestly recommend it to your Lordship to direct your most vigilant 
attention to the conduct of the junior writers from the eailiest peiiod of 
their arrival at Madras Too many of them fall into early habits of ex- 
travagance, in wlueh they are encouraged by the native Dubashes , and I 
declare to your Lordship my deliberate conviction, that this evil cannot 
be remedied in any other manner than by the personal exertions of the 
Governor himself 

Lord Cornwallis watched over the conduct and moials of the junior 
servants of the Company in Bengal with the anxiety and solicitude of a 
parent , and the beneficial effects of Uis laudable care are now visible in 
in every department of this Government To a person of your Lordship’s 
disposition, this duty will not be irksome Various opinions have been 
stated to me with respect to the salary of the writers t some persons seem 
to think Its present amount sufficient, and that any mcrease would lead to 
extravagance , while others are of opimon, that it does not afford the 
means of mamtalmng the writers in a situation of competent affluence 
I confess-tbat I was not able, duiing my continuance at Madras, to form 
d decided opinion upon this important question I therefore refer it to 
yOur Lordship’s judgment, being persuaded that you will concur with me 
in feeling that the source of many of the defects in the civil service at 
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unreseived manner, m which you have done me the honoui 
to open your coiiespondence, and with assuring your Lord- 

Medias is to be discovered in the original condition of the writeis sent 
rom urope, and that fiom the same source must be derived any 
permanent system of impiovement 

^ observed to your Lordship, that I believe n propel public 
wniililT ^ reception of the waters upon their fiist arrival at Madras, 
le a very c esirable object , the buildings at present used for that 
puipose are cvtremely eontraeted, and. as I was informed, absolutely un- 
lu a 1 a e y any but those of the most vigorous constitution I would 
a so suggest to youi Loidship’s consideiation, whethci it might not be 
proper to increase the salaries of the present offices ot Mahratta and 
msian lianslatoi, and to found offices of a similar description for the 
translation of the various languages, m which the public busiuess is tians- 
acted in different paits of the lountry subject to youi Presidency A 
me^uie of this natuie would opeiate as a great encouragement to the 
study of the native languages upon the coast Your Lordship will per- 
ceive by the directions which I shall speedily forward to you m Council, 
that It IS my wish to intioduce, in all those countries subject to your Go- 
vernment, which are now in a state to receive such an improvement, that 
system of peimanent settlement of levcnue, connected with a speedy and 
regular admimsWation of justice, from which such essential benefits have 
been derived in Bengal I conversed very fuUv with aU the Membei s of 
^ atPoit St George on this most interesting subject, 

m w ich the prosperity and happiness of tlie whole people committed to 
your particular charge is deeply concerned, and I was convinced by tbe 
in ormation I received from those respectable Gentlemen, that the sys- 
em, 0 which I have adverted, might immediately be introduced mto al- 
mos eveiy part of your Lordship's Goveinment with infinite advantage, 

MO on y to the Native inhabitants, but to the civil service of the Coui- 
pany am aware that, at the first institution of tbe couits of justice, 

I may be very difficult, m the present state of the cml service of Foil 

Gorge, to find a sufficient number of pci sous propeily qualified for 
e seveial judicial oflices, but, on the othei baud, the matitiitiun of such 
o ces ni open new channels foi the ambition, industiy and talents of 
your cm seivants The study of the manners, languages, customs, aqd 
aws o t le natives will then become general, and the beneficial effects of 
sucu au additional incitement to the activity ol your seivauts will soon be 

II fi ^ gradually produce n supply of peisous ciiual to 

all the duties of the Company’s civil seiviee 

lietoie 1 quit the subject of the state of the civil aeivice at Madias. 1 
Lordship’s attention to the levision of youi 
dres Pfi In ®®“tS) as directed in my letter iii Council of this date, ad- 
TcZ t f 1“ Council ol Port St Geoige Lveiy piacticablc 
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ship that I am entering upon the impoitant duties of my sta- 
tion, with a mind fully impressed of the great advantage 


the courts of justice will not ultimate!} prore any additional Imithen 
upon your finances 

With respect to the military estahbshments at Fort St George, I hare 
the Butiscfation to declare to youi Loidahip, that I do not believe there 
exists in any pait of the world an aimy more distinguished for its high 
state of discipline, or for the activity, gallantly, and skill of its otBceis, 
than that which will be under youi immediate direction 

In the ranks of Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and those still inferior, 
you will find many excellent oiiiceis 

The defects in your railitaiy establishments, which impede the powei 
of putting any considerable poitioii of yoni aimy m motion at a short 
notice, are consideied m my letter to your Piesidenoy of the 20th July, 
and m my minute, lecorded m the Secret Department at Port William, 
of the same date, of which I will soon transmit a copy to your Lordship 

I most earnestly entreat youi early and serious attention to the veiy 
alaiming considerations which arise fiom the view which I have taken of 
this important subject Your Lordship will receive a more full detail of 
my sentiments on this head fiom Geneial Harris, who will communicate 
to you all mv private correspondence relating to it I must also take the 
liberty of requesting that you will allow my brother, Colonel Wellesley, 
(whose regiment is now under orders for Fort St George,) to have the 
honour of stating to your Lordship at large my opinions with lespeet to 
the defence of the Carnatic 

Your Lordship will have learnt pienously to your departure from Eu- 
rope, that I was charged by the Court of Directors to attempt, by means 
of persuasion and advice, to induce his Highness the Nabob of the Cai- 
natic to agree to the same modification of the treaty of 1792, which had 
been proposed to him by Lord Hobart General Harris, and Mr Lush- 
mgton, who acted as my interpreter, will state to your Lordship the means 
which I employed to endeavour to accomphsh the object of my commis- 
sion , in which I entirely failed I was equally unsuccessful in my en- 
deavours to pievail upon his Highness to make provision for the hquida- 
tiou of any part of his debt to the Company , I am persuaded that it will 
ever be wholly impracticable to induce his Highness the Nabob (by means 
of conciliation) to surrender the management of any part of his country 
into the hands of the Company , and I am satisfied that any other means 
would be as foreign to your Lordship’s disposition as they are to mine 
My fixed rule during my continuance at Madras was, to treat the Nabob 
with the respect due to his rank, with the kindness due to the ancient 
fnendship between his family and the Company, and with the delicacy 
demanded by his dependent situation At the same time I avoided all 
familiarity with him , and I animadverted very fully upon the defects of 
Ins administration, and upon the extreme impiopriety of his late conduct 
with telation to the interests of the Company I never allowed ham to 
utter any mvcctive against Lord Hobart, notwithstanding his various at- 
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which must lesult from mutual confidence and co-opeiation, 
and with the intention of shewing the highest defeience, and 


tempts, both in public and private, to induce me to listen to a vein ot 
abuse, in wbicb bis Highness is too apt to indulge himself on that sub- 
ject You wdl find his Highness’s disposition to be very far from amiable 
or respectable , he is insincere, mean, and timid j he is however said to 
be humane in his tempei , although LordHobait has recorded instances, 
which impute to him the guilt of veiy great cinelty He is by no means 
deficient in his undei stun ding, I have met with few men who possess 
more address , his abilities however were always exhibited to me in the 
form of low cunnmg, artifice, and subterfuge You will find a most viru- 
lent party formed agamst his Highness amongst a certain description of 
the Company’s servants, cml and military, at Madras The persons con- 
cerned in this party preserve no bounds of moderation or of decency in 
their public language concerning his Highness’s conduct and charactei , 
and if then opinion weie suffered to guide the councils of the Govern- 
ment of Foit St George, there is no degree of public humiliation or dis- 
grace to which hiB Highness would not be subjected, and scarcely an ex- 
cess of compulsion and violence, which would not be attempted, to extort 
the surrender of his country from him I must here take the occasion of 
assmmg your Lordship, that the character of those measures is wholly 
inconsistent ivith the acknowledged temper and disposition of Loid Ho- 
bart, whom I have known with the utmost degree of intimacy foi many 
years I shall forwaid to your Lordship shortly copies of the papers 
which passed between me and the Nabob, together with my observations 
upon them In the meanwhile, I offer it as my sincere advice to your 
Lordship, not to attempt any immediate negociation with his Highness 
for the surrender of his country , I found his mind m a state of great 
irritation and alarm , and although I flatter myself that those emotions 
weie in some degree abated by my mtercouise with him, I can hardly ex- 
pect that he is yet inclined to give favourable attention to any proposition 
for a modification of the treaty of 1792 For my own part, notwithstand- 
ing the anxiety of the Court of Directors upon the subject, I entertain 
very serious doubts whether the Company would gam considerably by the 
surrender of the mortgaged districts This however is a point, upon 
which I have not yet formed a decided opmion I must therefore entreat 
your Lordship to turn youi attention to it, and as I am persuaded that 
you will considei the question without passion or prejudice, and that no 
virulence of party will be suflfeied to warp your judgment, I expect to 
derive considerable advantage from receivmg the honour of your opmion 

With legard to the Nabob’s debt to the Company, I think the present 
moment of general voluntary contribution might offer a favourable oppor- 
tunity for persuading his Highness to pay the whole or part of the new 
cavalry loan , and I shall speedily forward to your Lordship a lettei for 
his Highness, suggesting the propriety of so seasonable a step in the pie- 
sent moment 

I should hero observe, that his Highness expressed great anxiety to bo 
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gmng the most coidial suppoit to the measures of^the 
supreme Government With gieat consideration and esteem, 
My Lord, &c 

Clive 


allowed to coirespond puvately with me, but I declined the propoBitioii , 
nod youi Lordship may be assuied, that I will admit ot no other mode of 
communication between his Highness and me than the leguLu channel of 
yoiu Government 

It 13 very necessary that we should be prepared to decide the eventual 
fpiestion of the succession to the Nabobship in the piobable event of his 
Highness’s early death Your Lordship udll have the goodness to ascei- 
tain, with as much accuracy as possible, the respective pretensions of 
those who might lay claim to the Musnud in such an event Upon suili 
information as I shall receive flora you, we may be enabled to anticipate 
the mischiefs of a disputed succession, and to avoid the disgiace of adopt- 
ing a premature decision, which we might aftei wards be compelled to le- 
voke General Harris will have communicated to you tlie diiectious of 
this Government with respect to the succession to the Musnud ofTanjoie, 
and you wll have leaiiit the uiaunei in wdiich those diiections have been 
executed I shall be extiemely anxious to receive the lepoit of the com- 
mission, winch IS to be appointed for enquiring into tlie real state of Tan- 
jore Untill that report shall be received, it will be impossible to form a 
permanent system for the improvement of the interests of the Rajah or of 
the Company in that fertile, but hairassed countiy I think it necessary 
however to apprize your Lordship, that such information, as I have al- 
ready been enabled to obtain upon this subject, leads me to hope that the 
most advantageous arranirement for the interests of the Company will 
prove to he that, which would evidently most redound to their honour, 
and would place the charactci of their justice on the most substantial 
foundation" Your Lordship will have anticipated my idea, that the le- 
stordtion of the xcliolc country to Serlogee under an improved system of 
management, checked by the supermteiideuce of the Government of Foit 
St George, would produce the most beneficial permanent consequences 
to both paities It was with this expiess view that I suggested the polii v 
of endeavonimg to persuade Seifogee to make a tempoiary cession of his 
Kingdom to our management , in order that we might pi ovide foi him 
(during our temporary possession,) not only such a peiraaneiit system of 
administration, as should enable him hereafter to govern his people with 
justice and mildness, but also such funds, as should admit of his making 
the necessary advances for the cultivation of the countiy, and of his se- 
curing the regular discharge of his subsidy to the Company 
I now proceed to that part of my communication with youi Loidship, 
which, although the most delicate and invidious, is perhaps the most ui- 
geiitly demanded by my public duty, and by the real interest which I take 
an the success of your Lordship’s administration 

With these sentiments, I shall deliver my unreserved opinion Of the 
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dial actors of kiu li iiersons as I had an opportunity of knovyinif at Miidi at, , 
and I must obscive that, althoug^h iny continuance at Madias was but 
short, I had very frequent oppoitumties of seeing all the persons of whom 
I shall speak to youi Lordship 

Mr Webbe, the becretary of the Government, appeared to me to be a 
man of talents and knowledge , his integrity I believe to be unblemished 

Youi Loidship will find all the Members ot the Boaid of Revenue 
worthy of confidence , Mi Cockbui n howevei deseives particular notice, 
lie beais the highest leputation for iptegiity, talents, and knowledge ot 
tlie business of the countiy, and I found him fully ansueiable to his ge- 
neral charactei I have veiy seldom met with a more valuable man in any 
pait ot the world , and I take the libeity of lecominending him most eai- 
nestly to your Lordship’s attention, ns a person upon whom you may rely 
foi the most accurate infoi mation, and foi the soundest and most honest 
opinions, entirely exempt from any taint of passion, prejudice, or self- 
interest 

Mr White is a very deserving and useful man, I understand that he is 
not likely to remain at Madias beyond the present season 

Mr Hamngton is a gentleman of the highest character for integrity 
and diligence Youi Lordship will find him a veiy valuable public ser- 
vant His brother is the ablest oflicei in the Couit of Suddci Dewannee 
Adaulut in Bengal, and a peison who possesses just pretensions to an 
eminent station in the Judicial Department at this Presidency Mi 
Lushington, Secretary to the Boaid of Revenue, and Private Secretary to 
General Harris, although a very young man, ought to be paiticularly 
mentioned to youi Lordship, as possessing very considerable talents and 
knowledge, united inth an uncommon degree of discietionandpiudence, 
and iiith a peculiai propiiety of manners He has paid great attention 
to the study of the Persian language, in which he is a consideiable piofi- 
cient He is without exception the most promising young man I saw at 
Madras, and as far as I could judge fiom contmu.il intercourse with him 
duiing my stay theie, I liehevehim to possess the soundest principles ot 
integrity and honour 

Ml Nathaniel Kinderslcy’s charactei for integiity, ability, and general 
knowledge, is universally established He appealed to me to stand next 
to Mr Cockburn in point of consideration at Fort St Geoige He has 
howevei lately adopted the business of agency and private trade, and 
tbeiefore has i elinquished to a ceitam degree the service of the Company, 
and has i elaxed that minute attention to the details of business, which 
you will find to be the peculiar i haiuctenstic ot Mi Cockburn 

Colonel Close, the Adjutant-Geneial, is a very able and intelligent man, 
and IS perfectly conversant with the Persian language He is reputed to 
be of a vebemeut aud ardent temper, and inclined to piomote measures 
of that cbaiacter, but I saw no symptom of any such disposition in him 
The lepututiou of his intcgiitv is unblemished 

Captain Malcolm, the Town Major, deseives every degiee of counte- 
nance and piotection He is an officei of gre.it woith, of extremelv good 
sense, and well acquainted with the countiy languages , he has tuined liis 
attention paiticularly to the study of the political system of India, and to 
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tie relative situations and inteiesta of the seveial native powers , on this 
suhjeet he is capable of furnibhing youi Lordship with useful mfoi mation , 
and you will find him remarkably diligent, active, and zealous in the exe- 
cution of any service with which you may entrust him He has also the 
advantage of very pleasing and amiable manners 
In this place I take the liberty of mentioning to your Lordship the 
name of Captain Montgomeiy, who commands your body guard, he is a 
very worthy and intelhgent man 

Major Allan was a particular friend of Lord Hobart, and I believe him 
to be an intelligent and honourable man 
The administration of the Company’s Jaghire, under Mi Lionel Place, 
has been a subject of great animosity and party at Fort St Gcoige Youi 
Lordship’s notice will, of course, be immediately directed to It Mi Place 
(whom 1 did not see at Madras) as I am informed, is a man of considera- 
ble talents, and of great diligence and zdal in the public service He cer- 
tainly has been engaged in a most invidious and diflScult duty, in the 
execution of which he has encountered with great spuit and perseverance 
the combined influence of all the Dubashes of Madras, and has succeeded 
in oftecting a considerable augmentation of the produce of the Jaghire 
On the other hand, I should apprize your Lordship, that lepeated com- 
plaints were stated to me of his rigorous treatment of the i enters and 
cultivators of the soil subject to his authority, and doubts were suggested 
mth respect to the justice of his settlement of the land revenue 
I had not sufficient time at Madras to enable me to enter into the in- 
vestigation of the charges against Mr Place , and my intention in What 
I have said upon this subject is merely to draw your Lordship’s notice to 
It The general impression upon my mind is, that the introduction of 
the Mocurrery system of land revenue would be more desirable, as well 
as more speedily practicable in the Jagluie, than m any other part of the 
Company’s territones on the coast Havmg troubled your Lordship with 
so much detail upon the subject of the internal Government of Fort St 
George, I shall proceed to state some considerations with regard to the 
nature of the relation between that Government and the Governor General 
in Council of Bengal Your Lordship is, I doubt not, perfectly convei- 
sant with the provisions of the law on this point , I shall therefore advert 
merely to the practical principles resulting from those piovisions , and I 
am anxious to explain my sentiments to your Lordship upon this head in 
the earhest period of your Government, not only because the greatest m- 
tonveniences have resulted to the public service fiom misunderstandings 
of the distinct practical duties of the two Governments, but because I 
know that a faction exists at Madras, whose constant endeavour has been 
and will be assiduously employed to foment those misunderstandmgs into 
a systematic spirit of jealousy and contention 
All measures relating to the general defence and protection of India, 
to the system of our alliances, and of our negociations or intercourse 
with the native powers, to the levying war or making peace, to the general 
aduimistratiou of the revenues of all the Presidencies, to the employment 
of the mihtary foice, and finally to eveiy point affecting the general in- 
terests whcthei civil, militarv, or political of the Company’s possessions. 
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foim the exclusive duties ai-isiiig out ot the superintending powei of the 
Governor General in Council For all measmes of this desciiption, lie 
alone is responsible , and therefoie the duty of the other Presidencies, 
with legard to such measures, consists in a coidial cooperation in the 
execution of that, which it is the peculiai province of the Goveinor Ge- 
nei al in Council to determine The Governor General being in posses- 
sion of the whole superintendence and contiol, as well as of the means 
of comprehending m one view the entire state of the Company’s empiie 
and tiade, and of all the various consideiations and ciicumstances which 
may affect eithei, must fiequently issue instructions, the fundamental 
prmciples and hnal scope of which cannot at first sight be fully under- 
stood by the othei Presidencies in such cases (as well indeed as in 
any of those already dcsonbed), I am persuaded that your Lordship will 
concui with me m thinking that the duty of the othei Piesidencies can 
never be to mix direct or indirect censures with their formal obedience 
to the legal authority of the Govemoi -General m Conned Still less can 
it be then duty, to anticipate his decisions by the premature interpo- 
sition of then opinions and advice in any quarter, where such interfer- 
ence may counteract the success of his general plans, and may introduce 
aU the mischiefs and confusion of divided councils, and of conflictmg 
authority The examination of the records of the late Government of Fort 
St George, will manifest to your Lordship a constant tendency towards 
this fatal error , and even since my arrival in Bengal, I have found it 
necessary to restrain the symptoms of the same disposition in two in- 
stances , the one a lettei written to Admiral Rainier, without any previous 
concert with me, suggestmg a plan of operations for his Majesty s 
sijuadron entirely incompatible ivith my views for the general protection 
of oui possessions The other, a letter to me in Council, containing both 
diiect and mdirect censures of the ciders which I have lately issued for 
assembling the aimy on the coast , a measure indispensably necessary, 
and founded on a variety of reasons, of which the Government of Fort 
St Geoige could not at that time comprehend either the nature or 
extent 

Under your Lordship’s administration, I am confident that no such 
embarrassment can ever occur With the same freedom which I have 
used throughout this lettei, I will state to you distmctly the mode in 
which I propose to conduct the intercourse between the two Govern- 
ments, with a view to secuie their cordial cooperation, and to pieclude 
the possibility of distraction Every endeavour shall be used on my 
part to communicate to youi Lordship the fullest and eailiest intelhgence 
of the nature and object of any measure which I may have iii contempla- 
tion, either with relation to your particular Government, oi to the general 
interests of the whole British Empiie in India These communications 
wdl be made to youi Lordship through the channel of my piivate corres- 
pondence On the other hand, I make it my earnest request to your 
Lordship, that wlienevei any such communication shall be delayed, you 
will attribute the delay eithei to the absolute necessity of the case, oi to 
my views of the pubhe service, and that you will therefore have the 



232 THE EARL Or MORNINGTON, TO AllgUSt, 

(goodness to prevent the Government of Port St George from proceeding 
to take any steps upon matters belonging to my exclusive lesponsibihty, 
without a full previous communication with me, and without lieing ap- 
prised of my concurrence In youi Lordship’s private correspondence, I 
ti ust that your Lordship will permit me to hope tor the advantage of your 
unreserved opinion, not only with respect to aU matteis withm your own 
pecuhai chaige, hut to any point which you may think essential to the 
general mteiests of the Biitish Empire in India , and I assure your Lord- 
ship most sincerely that I shall always receive yom private suggestions 
as personal favours In regulating your public correspondence, I request 
that your Lordship iviU advert to the suggestions contained in this letter, 
and that yon wiU exclude from the public records every indication ot 
jealousy and counteraction On my part you will always find a sincere 
disposition m every transaction, both public and private, to considei youi 
Lordship’s authority as a part of my own, and to lepel every attempt to 
disunite the two Governments 

By these means I flatter myself that I may be enabled to coiitiibute 
effectual assistance to yoiu Lordship in promoting those impoitant in- 
terests, in the piospenty of which you must feel a natural and heioditary 
concern It would give me great satisfaction to have the honour of a per- 
sonal interview with you m the early period of your government, such an 
event would greatly contribute to forward the public seivice Perhaps 
yourLoidship may feel a disposition to visit Plassey during the approach- 
ing cold season in Bengal, if you should find yourself at leisure to make 
such an expedition, I can assure your Lordship that you will be received 
here hy the whole settlement and by myself with the marks of distinction 
and respect to which you are on every account entitled, and that you will 
find in the mind of all those entrusted with the administration of these 
opulent and flourishing provinces, agiateful remembrance of the exertions 
to which the Company is indebted for this valuable possession 
This letter has been copied from my original draft hy my brothei,* 
who is my private secretary I would not entrust a paper of so confi- 
dential and secret a nature to any other hand 

I have the honour to be, with great lespect and esteem, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Morninqton 


Mr. Henry Wellesley 
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No LV 

The Em I of Moi nington to the HonourMe the Court of Dneotoi i 
Hon Sirs, FortWilliam, 23d August, 1798 

I have the honoui to inform you, that I have addiessed to 
Ml Secietaiy Ramsey by this despatch, foi the use of yom 
Honouiable Couit, several punted copies of the proceedings 
of a meeting of the British inhabitants at Calcutta, assembled 
on the 17th July, foi the pin pose of expiessing, in an humble 
and dutiful addiess to his Majesty, then loyalty and attach- 
ment to his loyal peison and goveinment at this impoitant 
ciisis, and also of consideiing the best mode of promoting 
voluntaiy contiibutions in these piovmces and their depen- 
dencies, and of remitting the same to Great Biitain, in order 
that the amount theieof may be there applied to the pubhc 
service, m such manner as Parliament may diiect * 

In addition to the meeting which has taken place at 
Calcutta, I have the satisfaction to acquaint youi Honourable 
Court, that a similai spirit has manifested itself in every pait 
of these piovmces, not only amongst hia Majesty’s tioops 
and every description of youi civil and military servants, but 
amongst all the Europeans lesrdmg under the protection of 
the Company 

Several of the most respectable native inhabitants of 
Calcutta having signified an earnest desue to take this op- 
poitunity of proving their attachment to the interests of the 
British empire, I did not oppose the pubhc expression of 
sentiments so honourable to the reputation of your Govern- 
ments in India. At the same bme I think it necessary to 
assure you that the subscription of the natives ongmated m 
their own spontaneous solicitude for the safety of the British 


* Among the sums suliscnbed on this occasion at and above 1,000? 
Sii R Chambeis, Mr J Hare, Mr W A Biooke, Sii J Craig, Major G 
B Stuart, 1000? each, Sir Charles Cockerell, Mi P Speke, Mr W John- 
son (for W Coivper), Mr Stephen Bayard, 1000? annually during the 
war, Sarkis Johannes, 1,200?, Corps of Engineers, 1,250? annually 
durmg the war , Lieut -General Sir A Claike, 2,000? and the Governoi 
General 3,000? annually during the woi Subscriptions hotr 600? up- 
waids were very numerous fiom Natives as well as Europeans, the total 
amount being 130,786? The Prcsideneies of Madias and Bombay exhi- 
bited a similai spiiit ot noble and patiiotic feeling 
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empire, and was not suggested by any interference of yoiu 
servants 

Being persuaded that you would feel great satisfaction in 
receivmg these unequivocal testimonies of the loyalty and 
public spiiit of eveiy class and description of the inhabitants 
of these piovmces, I thought it my duty to avail myself of the 
eaihest opportunity of foiwaidmg an account of the whole 
tiansaction in the most convenient foim It is my intention 
to tiansimt the oiiginal address to His Majesty by the ship, 
Eurydice, which wdl be despatched in a few days By that 
opportunity I propose to submit to youi Honouiable Couit a 
more detailed repoit of all the cucumstances lelatmg to the 
subject of this lettei 

Youi Honouiable Couit will piobably have leceived from 
Fort St Geoige, and fiom Bombay, accounts of the proceed- 
ings relative to avoluntaiy contiibution at those Presidencies, 
at both of which it has given me great pleasuie to observe 
the pievalence of the same laudable disposition which exists 
in every part of these Provinces 

I have, &e 

Mornington 


No LVI 

To the Government of Fort St Geoige 

Fort William, 29tli August, 1798 

We have leceived your letter of the 3rd mstant, in leply 
to our orders of the 13th ultimo,* foi assembling a detachment 
of four thousand men foi the service of the Nizam, 

Our Secretary has also laid before us youi Secretary’s let- 


* The following is the order from the Governor-General in Council — 
To the Government of Foil St Geoige 

Fort William, 13th July, 1798 

We think it proper to acquaint you that we deem it probable that a 
military force mil shoitly be leqimed from your establishment for the 
service of the Nizam, in addition to the Bengal regiment now stationed 
at Hj derabad 

You will accordingly give immediate ordeis foi assemblmg, with all 
piacticable despatch, two native legiments of infautiy, with field pieces, 
each battalion completed to the war establishment of 1,000 men 

Wc must paiticulaily request that an able and experienced ofhcei may 
be selected for the command of this foice 
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ter to him of the same date, enclosing a copy of a minute 
from youi Piesident on the subject of that detachment. 

The zeal and public spirit which distinguish the sentiments 
of your Piesident, in expressing his anxiety foi the speedy 
execution of oui oiders, demand our waimest acknowledge- 
ments 


The force should be coUeited in whatever station in the Company’s 
terntoiies you may deem most eligible foi enabling it to reach Hyderabad 
with all possible expedition 

It IS at the same time desirable that the station to be selected foi 
assembling the tioops should be such as, consistently with the considera- 
tion stated in the pieceding paragraph, may be least likely to excite any 
suspicion of then destination 

We have empowered the Acting Resident at Hyderabad to call for this 
force whenever he may judge it expedient, and you will instruct the 
officer who may be appointed to command it, to hold it in constant readi- 
ness to match to Hydeiabad at the requisition of the Acting Resident 
signified to the Commandmg Officer 
On the arrival of the detachment in his Highness’s terntoiies, Lieut - 
Colonel Hyndman will place himself underthe oiders of the Commanding 
Officer, who will, of course, be a senior officer to Colonel Hyndman 
The Commanding Officei is to be instructed to conform to all such 
fuither diiections as he may receive from the Acting Resident, as soon as 
the troops shall have entered his Highness’s territories 
It lb ol the greatest importance that the object of collecting this force 
should not transpire, you will therefoie take such precautions for this 
puipose as you may judge advisable 
In the event of the two regiments being called for by the Acting Resi- 
dent, we authorize you to take immediate steps for laismg two additional 
native regiments of infantiy at your Presidency Should you have reason 
to apprehend any difficulty m furnishmg a sufficient force for the per- 
formance of the local military duties in the northern Circars during the 
interval of time which must elapse pieviously to the completion of the 
new regiments, you will apprize us of your opinions in this respect, and 
if you should express a wish for an additional military force, we propose 
to despatch oui maiine battahon by sea to the noithern Gircors you will 
iiifoim us at what poit, in such case, the corps could most conveniently 
be landed It is likewise our intention to embark his Majesty’s 33d regi- 
ment foi youi Piesidcncy, and we direct that you take the eailiest oppoi- 
tunity after its arrival of sending the men of the 36th regiment to Bengal 
to be diafted into the 76th It is our intention to communicate to you, 
by an early opportunity, the circumstances which have induced us to issue 
the 01 dels contained in this despatch 

We aie, &c 

MohningtoK Alubbd Cuaekb 

P Speke W Cowper 



2S6 the gov -general in council, to August, 

It IS mattei of gieat satisfaction to us that the lesult of youi 
delibeiationsteimmated in the necessaiy steps foi assembhng 
the force which we had directed you to detach to the noithein 
Ciicais, as any delay m the execution of oui oideis might 
have occasioned consequences injurious to the British mteiests 
in India 

We are, howevei, concerned to lemaik the teims in 
which you have expressed yoiii letter of the 3d instant, and 
particularly the 5th paragraph* In oui letter of the 10th 

* The following 18 the letter — 

Fi oiii the Secret Department to the Eai I of Moj nmgton, K P 
My Lord, Foit St George, 3rd August, 1798 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yoiii lettei , dated 
13th ult , contaimug your orders for assembling 1,000 men, in bueh a 
situation as wo inav judge most convenient for then marching to Hyder- 
abad, upon the icquisition of the Aeting Resident 

If the representation which we have judged it our duty to make, in oui 
letter of the lOtli ult , upon the state of our means toi militarv equipment, 
could have come under youi Lordship’s consideration, befoie the issue of 
the jireseiit oiders, we should have been relieved fiom a veiy consideiible 
degree of embniiassmcnt, which cannot now but attend our comphance 
with your directions 

By your Lordship’s letter of the 20th June, we are diiected to assemble 
the army under this Presidency, with anew to offensive operations agamst 
Tippoo Siiltaun , in our reply to that letter, we have shewn that the whole 
force we can assemble is baiely eipial to defensive operations, in the 
event of a war with Tippoo , and that we are destitute of means toi equip- 
ping It, without large supplies fiom Bengal 

By your Loidship’s present oideis, we are directed to assemble a body 
of 4,000 men m the Guatooi Circar, which we have not the means of 
doing without detaching a vciy considerable proportion of our defensive 
army 

On the one hand we have your Lcidship’s positive oiders foi assembling 
an army for defeating the hostile designs of Tippoo, for the evecution of 
which he appears to the Supreme Government to have taken pieliminary 
measures , on the other, we have also youi Lordship’s positive oiders for 
furnishing a large proportion of our force foi the service of his Highness 
the Nizam As your Loi dslup’s lust orders do not advert to the object 
of the first, we conclude you look upon them as distinct objects , but, 
being committed to the first by the designs of the enemy, as well as our 
own preparations, we are reduced to the necessity either of enpphng those 
preparations, which cannot be done without consideiable daiigei, oi of 
disobeying your positive orders, and theieby defeating perhaps youi object 
m ecpupping a detachment lor Hydeiabad 

11 we believed that this force was leqiiired only foi the oidiiiary service 
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instant, we have aheady dcclaied oui determination to exclude 
fiom the correspondence between the two Governments all 


of the Ni/ara, we should not have hesitated to postpone the execution of 
your oulers until you should have detei mined upon our representation 
of the 10th ultimo , hut having reason to believe, fiom the urgency vnth 
iihicli oui Piesident informs us, that Loid Mornington has pressed the 
equipment of this detachment, that the foimation of it is of great im- 
pel taiice to the British inteiests In India, and being satisfied, at the same 
time, upon the opinion of Lieutenant General Harns, that our remaining 
force IS still equal to cope with the aiiny of Tippoo m the held, we have 
chosen to risk the diminution of that foice, ratlici than disappoint your 
Loidship’s ariangements of the Soubah’s 001111; 

We have accoidingly issued the necessary oideis foi assembling foui 
battalions of native mfautiy completely equipped for field seivice, in the 
neighbourhood of Iniiacoondah in the Guntoor Ciicar , which situation 
we have selected as most suited to the directions of your Lordslup in 
Council, and as soon ns it may be in a condition to move, we shall issue 
the furthei oicleis lequisite tor the object of its destination 

Having thus complied with the oiders of youi Loidship in Council, wo 
deem it oiu dutv to appiize you that the aiiangements which have in 
cousequenoe liecome necessaiy, have deprived us of three battalions of 
native infantiv which wo had destined for field seivice, in event of wai 
with Tippoo Sultaun , and which we have not the immediate means of 
icplacing , we shall hereattei foiwaid an exact leturn of the troops which 
are about to assemble at Wallajabad, foi the formation of oui defensive 
army, as soon as it can be piepaied 

Having repeatedly and unequivocally urged upon your Lordship’s con- 
sideration our financial emhairassments, we shall not now revive the sub- 
ject farther than by informing you that the whole of our piesent arrange- 
ment has been made upon the confident assuiance of a very large supply 
of specie by his Majestj ’s ship La Vingime in the course of this month , 
and that any disappointment of those hopes must put a stop, if not to the 
mditaiy pay of our tioops, at least to every exertion for then equipment 

Havmg detached so consideiable a port of our army, we have judged it 
necessaiy to the safety of these territories, that the remamdei should in- 
stantly lie put in a state to take the held at a moment’s warning, we have 
therefoie issued the oideis necessary for providing draft and carnage 
cattle for the field tram, for the pi ovisions, for the stores, and foi the 
camp equipage of the centre army, and though it is not our imraedinto 
intention to encamp them, we shall yet make such a disposition as to ad- 
mit of then junction without dangei or delay 

These several measuies have considei ably enhanced the expenses of oui 
military establishment , we have, m consequence, stopped all fuithor ad- 
vances foi the investment, and have ordeied the greatest part of oui civil 
revenue and comuieicidl establishments to be dischaiged by bills on 
Bengal 

We shall hercaftei avail ourselves of the latitude you have left us foi 
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discussions of the natiue contained in that paragraph, and 
we trust that oui suggestions on this subject will be obseived 
in your futuie coiiespondence with us 

■\ye have now to acquaint you that we have embaiked foi 
youi Piesidency on his Majesty’s ships La Virginie the sum 
of thii teen lacs of lupees, and it is our intention to send you 
a fuithei supply in specie of not less than seven lacs by the 
Bombay Fi igate 

His Majesty’s 33rd regunent has been embaiked in the 
Fitsswilliam^^Bushudge, Camden, and Henry Dundas 

Oui marine battalion will embaik foi Masulipatam on the 
Bombay Fugate, the Peggy oxiA. Princess Charlotte, countiy 
ships , we have furthei resolved to send you a detachment of 
artillery, consisting of one company of Euiopeans, and two 
companies of Lascars, wutlr six field pieces This detach- 
ment will he embaiked on the Caledonia, and will also be 
landed at Masuhpatam 

The ships with the maime battalion and the detachment of 
artillery wiU, we trust, be clear of the rivei by the 1st of next 
month 


raising two additional regiments on the establishment , meanwhile we 
have ordered our revenue corps m the northern Gircar to be completed 
to 600 men each , and we beg leave to apprize you that, if it should here- 
after be judged advisable to send round your marine battalion, it will bo 
most convenient to us that they should be landed at Masulipatam 
In the present circumstances of our army, we think it oui duty to state, 
in the most exphcit manner, that we could not part ivith his Majesty’s 
36th regiment without the most positive mjury to the public service 
His Majesty’s 12th and 33d regiments, and 26th dragoons, being new re- 
giments, and unused to the chmate, cannot be expected to escape the 
invariable condition of all new levies upon takmg the field, the expc- 
iience, therefore, of the oiBcers, with the hardiness and discipline of the 
men, of the 36th regunent, are now become mestimable, and we have no 
hesitation in saying that, under the appearance of impending hostihty, 
the loss of that gallant and efScient corps cannot be replaced 
Agieeably to the intimation contained in our letter of the 10th July, 
we have now the honom to enclose a statement of the monthly expense 
of our centie army, and of the bidance of cash this day m our Treasury 
Your Lordship will obseive, that the expenses of the array at Wallajabad 
are calculated upon the returns tiansmitted to you on the JOth ult 
We have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient humble Servants, 

Gao Harms 
Edwd Saunders 
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We entiiely appiove of yom having deteimined to put 
your aimy in a state to take the field at a moment’s wainmg, 
and of youi making such a disposition of the seveial coips as 
will enable them to foim a junction without dangei oi delay 

We also appiove of the tempoiary suspension of yom ad- 
vances foi youi investment, of the piovision which you have 
made foi dischaiging a pait of youi civil levenue and com- 
mercial establishments by bills on Bengal, and of the oiders 
which you have given foi completing youi levenue coips in 
the noithein Cucais to the establishment of GOO men 

We think it indispensably necessai y to desiie that the men 
of the 36th legiment may be sent to Bengal, agieeably to oui 
foimei diiections, by the fiist oppoitunity which may offei 
aftei the aiiival of the 33d at Foit St Geoige, and that the 
othei directions given lespectmg the remamdei of the 86th, 
may be complied with 

We aie peifectly sensible of the long and gallant sei vices 
of the 36th legiment, but adveitmg to the peiiod of the 
airivdl in India of the 12th and the 33d regiments, and to the 
seivices on which they have been lepeatedly employed in 
vaiious paits of the woild, with ciedit to themselves and 
benefit to then countiy, we aie of opinion that those coips 
cannot justly be consideied as new levies unused to the cli- 
mate of India 

In order, however, to afford you eveiy piacticable degiee 
of assistance m the present moment, we authorize you to de- 
tain his Majesty’s 29th regunent of dragoons on its airival at 
Foit St George, if you should deem its services absolutely 
necessai y This regiment may be employed ongaiiison duty, 
and wdl enable you to add the greatei pait of the European 
legiment now in gariison to your foice in the field 

We have the honoui to be, &c. 


[The lettei of the 10th August, with the Enclosuies leferied 
to, IS as follows — 
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F>om the Goieimr-Genmul in Counttl to the Hon Lwnt General 
Goveinoi 111 Council, Foit St Geoige 
Hon Sir, FoitWillmm, 10th Au^mt, 1798 

We have had the honor to leceive yom lettei of the 10th 
July, in answer to ours of the 20th June * 

We approve the assmances which you have expiessed of 
youi disposition to coopeiate coi dially with us in such mea- 
smes as we may judge expedient foi fiustrating the designs 
of the enemy, and we have no doubt that you will dischai ge, 

• The followmg is the letter of the 20t!i June — 

Ftom the Goeeinoi Gennnlm Council to the Hun Lieut -Gineial Hams, 
Goiemm in Council of I< at St Gcui^e 
Hon Sin, Fort Wilhum, June 20, 1/98, 

The Governor General having communicated to us an antlientieivtcd 
copy of a pi oclamation, published by the Govcinoi of Mauiitms cluimg 
the residence of two Arahassadois from Tijipoo ^ultauu at that island, 
we now transmit you a copy of the same 
From this proclamation, combined with every ciicunistdiice attending 
its publication, it appears that Tippoo Sultaun has not only openly avowed 
a design of commencing offensive war against the British possessions in 
India, but has actually taken the pi eliminary steps for putting that design 
into evLcutioii 

The Governor General in Council is at present occupied in delibeiating 
upon the general system of measures which it may be advisable to adopt 
for the purpose of frustrating the united efforts of I ippoo and of France, 
the result will be communicated to you by the eailiest oppoitnnity 
In the meanwhile, howevei, it is a requisite precaution to make such 
seasonable preparations as may enable us to act with effect under any 
circumstances which may arise 

We therefoie duect that the army under the ordeis of your Govern- 
ment be assembled with tin utmost degiee of expedition, at such station 
as YOU shall judge most eligible for the purpose of pioceeding duectly to 
Seiingapatam, if such a measme should hereaftei be deemed necessaiy 
You will he caieful not to disclose the object of the preparations which 
we have hereby diiected you to make, until you shall receive fiirthei m- 
stnictions from us 

It 13 our intention to forward a supply in specie to Fort St, Geoige by 
His Majesty’s ship, LaFirginw, as soon as that ship shall be ready to sail 
We have the honoui to be, &c 

Momjington a Glahkk 

P Speke W Cowpep 
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With alacrity and zeal, this indispensable part of youi public 
duty 

In our letter of the 20th July,^ we have adveited to those 
causes which impede the movement of youi army in a con- 

* The following' is the Minute and Letter of the 20th July, 1798 — 
Minute of the Em I of Mormngton 

Fort William, July 20, 1798 

When the proclamation published by the Governor of Mauritius made 
its first appearance in Bengal, I thought it my duty to appiize the Qo- 
vernoi of Fort St Geoige, that if that extraordinary pubhoation should 
prove authentic, it must lead to discussions of a serious nature between 
this Government, and Tippoo Sultaun , and I suggested the necessity of 
taking the earliest preparatory steps towaids the assembly of the army 
upon the coast 

When the authenticity of the pioclamation became established, I 
thought It my duty not only to direct the assembly of the army, but to 
ascertain how soon that force might be enabled to move, either for the 
puiposes of offence or defence 

With this view, I transmitted several questions to the Governor of Fort 
St George, upon which I desired to obtain his opinion, as well as that 
of the prmcipal military authoiities upon the coast, and I requested that 
an officer of expenence and ability, might be despatched to this Presi- 
dency with the answeis to my several questions, and with such furthei 
mformation, as might tend to thiow light upon the subject 

The Governor of Fort St George, without delay, returned the answer 
to my questions by the Bombay frigate, and an officer was directed to ac- 
company the despatch, but he was pi evented by an accident, fiom em- 
baiking on that ship 

The substance of the communications received fiom the Governoi of 
Fort St George, is of a nature so important, and alarming, that I have 
felt it my indispensable duty to lay it immediately befoie the board 

From these communications, it appears to be the opinion of the Adju- 
tant General, Lieutenant Colonel Close, that the force which could be 
assembled immediately upon the coast, could not be equal to more than 
defensive operations, and that the cattle necessary to enable that force to 
inove, even lor purposes of defence, could not be collected befoie the 
commencement of the ensmng year 

The opinions of the Governor of Fort St Geoige, and of othei respect- 
able authorities at that Presidency, differ matendUy from that of Colonel 
Close, in stating, that sufficient cattle might be procuied to enable the 
army to move foi defensive purposes, within thiee months 

Thus It appeal s, that the shoi test period of time within which the army 
on the coast can be put in motion, even foi purposes of defence, is three 
months, according to some respectable authorities, and six months accoid- 
ing to that of the Adjutant General, whose official situation, must render 
him peculiarly competent to form ajudgmerit on the question 

VOL I R 
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junctuie, nhen, accoiding to youi infoimation, a great pait 
of tlie aimy of Tippoo Sultaun has long been in a state of 
equipment for the field We expect to leceive from you, with 

It IS impossible foi any human foresight to ascertain the piecise time, 
when an attack from Tippoo may be expected 
But it IS a matter of public notoriety, that he will attack the Cainatic, 
whenever circumstances shall appear to favour his design 
If 111 consequence of his alliance with the French, he had received the 
aid of one or two regiments, eithei from the Mauntius, oi from France, 
there is every reason to suppose, that he would immediately have attempt- 
ed an irruption into the Carnatic, with the whole strength of his regular 
cavalry, which although dimmished, is still considerable 
To this force would probably have been added numerous bodies of iire- 
giilar troops 

The peculiar character of this foice has always been the rapidity of its 
movements , and it is well knoivn that a large portion of Tippoo’s army, 
is constantly maintained m a state of preparation foi the field 
To counteract such an enemy, and to aveit the devastation which must 
attend the first inroad of his army, ourprotectmg foioe should be so con- 
stituted, as to be capable of meeting his attack by movements equally 
rapid 

The present constitution of our force upon the coast, does not appear 
to he founded on this principle 

Tippoo’s preparations are believed to be such as to enable him to move 
at any time with facility and celerity, even for the purposes of offence, 
while the condition of our protecting force, will not admit of its moving 
even for purposes of defence, withm a shortei period of time than three, 
or according to the Adjutant General, than six months 
Our army upon the coast under such circumstances, must he deemed, 
notivithstanding its high state of discipline, and the acknowledged gal- 
lantry, activity and skill of its oftcers, nearly disqualified for the primary 
object of Its institution—” The defence of the Carnatic, against a sudden 
mvasion ” 

It is now evident, that if Tippoo had Succeeded m obtaining the object 
of his late Embassy to the Isle of Fiance, no obstacle could have been 
opposed to his progress m the Carnatic for many months 
My enquiries have naturally been directed to ascertain the causes which 
occasion so alarming a difference between the state of oui army upon the 
coast, and of that of Tippoo, with relation to their lespective powers of 
movmg at a short notice The result of the consideiation which I have 
given to this subject, leads me to believe that the radical defects in the 
constitution of the army on the coast, which must always retard its 
eqmpment for the field, are these , the want of a permanent establish- 
ment of draft bullocks , the want of a regular system for the speedy col- 
lection of carriage bullocks from the country, the want of established 
stores of gram, and of other supplies necessary for the provision of au 
army in the field, the want of proper regulations for pioviding camp 
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as much despatch as the natuie of the subject will adnut, 
such ftuthei advices as may enable us, in conceit with you, to 
frame a permanent system foi the collection of those defects 


equipage, and lastly, the want of a legularly established train of artil- 
lery, with all Its pioper equipments 
The motives which prevented Government from pioviding the army 
upon the coast, with the several establishments m which it is now defl- 
eient, have certamly pioceeded from an anxiety to lunit the military 
chai ges of the Presidency of Fort St George 

It cannot be denied that any effectual improvement of these deficient 
establishments, would necessarily be attended with a veiy heavy expence 
But It IS equally certain, that until that expence be incuiied, the army on 
the coast never can possess the power of making a forward movement at 
A short notice , under these ciicumstances, it is a most impiovident sys- 
tem of economy, to submit to the expence of maintaining so laige an 
anny, while we withhold the necessary means of putting a proportion of 
It in motion upon any sudden emergency 
The policy has been quite different in Bengal, where the part of the 
force destined foi the immediate protection of the country, is always cou- 
sideied as actually m the field, and is equipped for undertaking at the 
shortest warning any operations either offensive, or defensive , yet Ben- 
gal IS undoubtedly the part of our possessions in India, the least exposed 
to any sudden attack 

The nature of our establishment in India, and the rapid changes which 
arise in the political situations of the Native Powers, have been generally 
acknowledged to require that we should constantly be in a state of pre- 
paration for wai , this acknowledged principle has evidently formed the 
basis of the whole system of our mihtaiy establishments in India, which 
It has been our fixed policy to mamtam upon a scale in point of numbers, 
greatly exceeding a peace establishment 
The same pnnciple necessarily demands that a large pioportion of our 
army should be always in readiness for active service , but that principle 
applies with pecuhar foi ce to oui army upon the coast, which is destined 
to oppose the attacks of our most active and implacable (if not our only) 
enemy, amongst the native powers of India 
These consideiations have determined me to encounter the expense 
which must be incurred in piovidmg a lasting secunty against the future 
return of that danger to which the Carnatic is now, and for some time 
past has been, exposed 

The measures which aie now taking for the assembling of the army 
will contribute to lay the foundation of a permanent system for the cor- 
rection of the defects in the seveial depaitments of the military establish- 
ments upon the coast 

Although my opinion is already m a gieat measuie formed with lespect 
to the nature of the obstacles which impede the movement of the army 
upon the coast, I do not think it advisable to piopose any detailed plan 
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m youl mihtaiy establishments which induce you to appie- 
hend that an attack Horn Tippoo Sultaun may be expected 
before you can be m a condition to meet him, even foi the 
puipose of defending the Cainatic 


upon that subject untill I shall have received the formal opinion of the 
Government of Foil St Gcoigc 

I therefore propose that the President m Council at Foit St George be 
directed to prepare and transmit to me in Conned, with all practicable 
despatch, a plan for enabling a large proportion of the aimy on the coast 
to be in constant readiness to move against an enemy on a sudden cmei- 
gency 

ITiat he be further diiected to frame that plan with a new to every de- 
gree of economy which shall appear to him consistent with the attainment 
of the principal objects in contemplation 
In communicating the details of this plan, the Governor of Foit St 
George will necessarily enumerate the circumstances which now impede 
the movement of the army on the coast 
I also propose that the President in Couned of Fort St George be di- 
rected to report the actual state of the frontier gairisons and foiti esses 
of the Carnatic, and what improvements or lepairs may be necessaiy to 
place them m a respectable posture of defence, and lastly, I propose that 
the President in Conned of Fort St George be directed to report the pre- 
sent condition of the stores, and maga/ines of grain, and other provisions, 
as well as of the field and battering train of artdlery upon the coast 

Mohninoton 


Tlic Governor Genet al tn Council to Lieutenant Genet al Hams 

Hon Sir, Fort William, 20th July, 1798 

The Right Honourable the Governor Genei al in Council havmg brought 
under our consideration the defective state of certain blanches of your 
mditary estabhshments, and the consequent necessity of correcting those 
defects, by the adoption of such permanent arrangements as will at all 
times afford you the means of putting jour army m motion at a short no- 
tice, we request that you will prcpaie and transmit to us, with all piacti- 
cable despatch, a plan for enabling a large portion of the army on the 
coast to bo in constant readiness to move agamst an enemy on a sudden 
emergency, and that you will frame that plan with a view to every degiee 
of economy which shall appeal to you to be consistent with the attain- 
ment of the pnncipal object m contemplation 
In communicating the details of this plan you will of course enumerate 
the cii curastanees which now impede the movement of your army 
We have also to request that you will report to us the actual state of 
the frontier garrisons and fortresses of the Carnatic, togethei with such 
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You have fuithei consideiecl it to be youi duty to suggest 
the ideas to which the immediate execution of om ordeis has 
given use in yoiii minds 

The couise of those ideas has led you to suggest to us the 
pmdence of lemainmg unaimed, lest any attempt to countei- 
act the avowed hostility and acknowledged piepaiations of 
Tippoo Sultaun should diaw down his immediate resentment 
upon oui unpiotected possessions 

With these views, you have uiged a vaiiety of aiguments 
against the policy of those measures of piecaution and de- 
fence which we have ordered you to pursue foi the purpose 
of enablmg youi aimy to meet Tippoo Sultaun in the field, 
and to act with effect undei any ciicumstances which may 
aiise 

If we thought It pioper to enter with you into any discus- 
sion of the policy of our late ordeis, we might refer you to 
the lecoids of your own Government, which furnish moie 
than one example of the fatal consequences of neglecting to 
keep pace with the foiwardness of the enemy’s equipments, 
and of lesting the defence of the Carnatic, m such a ciisis as 
the present, on any other security than a state of early and 
active prepaiation for wai 

But being lesolvcd to exclude all such discussions from 
the coiiespondence of the two Governments, we shall only 
repeat our confidence in yom zealous and speedy execution 
of those parts of the public seivice which fall within the di- 
lect line of youi peculiar duty 

The assembling the aimy upon the coast is a measure in- 
dispensably requisite with a view to any system of seasonable 
precaution agamst the declared projects of Tippoo Sultaun 
Although we duected that the first station of the aimy should 


improvement and repairs as may be necessary to place them in a respect- 
able posture of defence 

We fmtber desiie that this leport may be accompanied by a statement 
of the present condition of the stores, and magazines of grain, and other 
provisions, as well as of your field and battering trains of aitillery 
We have the honour to be, &c 

Mobnington, 
Aluhed CiiAiiKb, 
Peter Speke, 
William Cowper 
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be that which you might judge most eligible foi the puipose 
of proceeding directly to Seringapatam, if such a measuie 
should hereafter be deemed necessary, it does not follow that 
our determination was to undertake the uiimediate siege of 
that city — such an operation, however, was necessarily to be 
consideied among the earliest objects of any war with Mysore 

In our letter of the 20th June, we enjoined you to conceal 
not the march or equipment, but the destination of your army, 
the sixth paragraph of that letter does not express any ex- 
pectation on our part, that the march or equipment of your 
army could be a matter of secrecy We trust, however, that 
the object of your preparations has been concealed, being 
persuaded that you will have taken eveiy proper precaution 
for preventing its disclosuie 

We now proceed to give you our instructions with regard 
to the equipment of a batteiing tram sufficient for the siege 
of Seringapatam 

We are of opimon that it would be advisable at all times 
to hold in leadiness, at some advanced station neai the fion- 
tiet of the Carnatic, the ordnance, ammunition and stores, and 
all other necessary equipments (excepting the cattle) of a tiain 
of aitillery sufficient for the above mentioned purpose , and 
we are fuithei convmced of the necessity of estabhshing some 
permanent system for collecting the supply of cattle requisite 
for putting such a tram of artillery in motion at a short notice 

At present we desue that all such preparations should be 
made at Foit St Geoige as maybe necessary foi placing the 
ordnance in the most perfect state of equipment , timely mea- 
suies should also he taken for securing a supply of cattle 
sufficient foi moving the battering tram to Sermgapatam, if 
such a movement should heieaftei foim a part of our plan of 
military operations But we do not propose that the esta- 
blishment of cattle for that pmpose should be immediately 
entei tamed. 

In our letter of the 20th June, we mfoimed you of our in- 
tention to forward a supply of specie to Fort St. George by 
his Majesty’s ship La Virginte, as soott as that ship should he 
ready to sail , and the state of yoiu finances has occupied a 
considerable poition of our dehbeiations since the ariival of 
the Right Honoiuahle the Goveinoi General, who dnected 
om paiticulai attention to that subject It was theiefoi e with 
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great concern and surpiize that we found, in youi lettei of the 
10th July, your repiesentations on the subject of youi pecu- 
maiy distresses expressed in amannei tending to convey an 
impiession of our having overlooked your embanassments 
We aie awaie that in the event of wai your supphes of trea- 
suie must be drawn fiom Bengal, and in that event you may 
lely on oui omitting no effort to ffu'nish you with the neces- 
sary means of supporting youi incieased charges 

With respect to yom lepiesentations regarding your want 
of troops, we have already informed you of our determination 
to send you immediately hjs Majesty’s 33d regiment, as well 
as our marine battalion, if you should leqmre it, and it is 
oui intention also to assist you, if necessary, with an addi- 
tional reinforcement of native troops, as soon as the season 
will permit 

When we shall have received a particular account of the 
expense of your present equipments, we shall provide for 
defiaymg it m such a manner as circumstances may appear 
to 1 equire. 

The La Vtrgime will probably sail m the course of ten 
days, and we expect to be able to embark on that ship, a 
sum not exceeding fifteen and not less than ten lacs of rupees. 
The season becoming daily more favourable for the passage 
to Madias, we trust that the unforeseen and unavoidable de- 
lay in the departure of that ship will not ultunately letard her 
arrival at Fort St George 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to acknowledge the 
receipt of yom* letter of the 16th ultimo, and shall take mea- 
sures for forwarding the supply of rum, rice, and gunnies, 
which you have desired, with as laige a quantity of salt pro- 
visions as it may be possible to procure 

We have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sir, 

Yom most obedient, humble Servants, 
Mornington, 
Alured Clarke, 
Peter Speke, 
William Cowper. 
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The Earl ofMornmgton to Im Excellency Rear-Jidrmral Rainier 
Sir, Fort William, August 29tli, 1798 

It affords me gieat satisfaction to leain that my endeavours 
to promote his Majesty’s naval service have heen acceptable 
to your Excellency, and I tiust that I have heen able to give 
mateiidl assistance to Captain Cooke in forwarding the re- 
pans of La Stjbtlle 

I forwaid to your Excellency by this despatch the latest 
accounts which I have received from Europe, and I wish to 
call your paiticular attention to the prepaiations making by 
the French m the Mediterranean for fitting out a considerable 
naval force with transports for the embarkation of troops 
This force it was supposed would be leady for sea by the end 
of the month of April last Various accounts are given of 
its destmation, the strange report of its being destined for 
the conquest of Egypt, and after the success of that wild 
adventure, for the more extravagant project of conveying aid 
by Suez to Tippoo Sultaun, will not produce much impres- 
sion upon a person of your Excellency’s experience But 
some of my letters state an opinion, to which I am much in- 
chned to give credit, that at least a part of this foice is pro- 
bably destined foi an expedition to India by the ordinary 
passage round the Cape of Good Hope A variety of cir- 
cumstances combine to render it probable that the French 
may attempt to send a force to India foi the jomt objects of 
reducmg the Mauiitius, and of aidmg Tippoo Sultaun With 
these sentiments I take the hberty of requesting youi Excel- 
lency to direct youi most serious attention to the coast of 
Malabai, as soon as you shall deem it expedient to detach 
any part of your squadron to that quarter 

It would give me great pleasure to assist your Excellency 
in inducing the subsciibers to the voluntary contribution at 
this Presidency to appropriate their subscriptions to the dis- 
charge of the expenses of his Majesty’s squadron on this 
station , but I know that it is the general wish of the sub- 
scribers that their contributions should be sent directly to 
England, and although I concur with yoiu Excellency in 
thinking that the good of the puhhc service would be equally 
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piomoted by applying the money heie to the pm poses pro- 
posed by you, I feai that any such proposition might be 
disagieeable to the subscribeis, and might check the lauda- 
ble zeal which has manifested itself at this ciisis. But youi 
Excellency may be assured of my most cordial disposition t6 
affoid you at all times eveiy aid which the finances of this 
Government can furnish towaids meetmg the expenses of 
the fleet 

I expect every lioui authentic infoimation oveiland with 
regard to the piepaiations of the Fiench In the meanwhile 
I lequest your Excellency to take into consideiation any 
mode which might be adopted by me for stiengthenmg your 
foice, and I shall be happy to be fiirmshed with your m- 
stiuctions on that subject as soon as possible, m oidei that 
I may be enabled to take early measures for arming vessels 
or pioviding stores accoidmg to any arrangement which you 
may thmk fit to suggest 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 

P S If youi Excellency should piopose any mode of 
strengthening youi foice by aid fiomthe Company’s Govern- 
ments, I request you will have the goodness to communicate 
it to the Governments of Madias and Bombay, who will le- 
ceive my ordeis to attend to yom Excellency’s suggestions as 
far as relates to their separate Piesidencies 


No LIX 

The Earl of Mornington to Captain Ktrhpatnch 
Sir, Fort William, August 31st, 1798 

The geneial tenour of the late advices from Em ope con- 
vinces me that the rumouis of the approach of peace which 
had leached me in the last month were entu'ely void of foun- 
dation, but my recent intelligence leads me to apprehend that 
the attention of France is now earnestly directed towards 
India, and that at least a part of the armament fitted out in 
the Mediterranean may have been destined for an expedition 
to India, not as has been professed, through Egypt and the 
Red Sea, but by the oidinaiy passage round the Cape of 
Good Hope With these opinions, I am extiemely anxious 
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for the immediate conclusion of my proposed engagements 
■with the Nizam, and foi the consequent dismission of M 
Pu'on’s coips and the arrest of the officers. If theiefore 
any delays at Poonah should have prevented, until this time, 
the termination of the negociation entrusted to you, I desiie 
you -will endeavour to conclude it, ■with all practicable des- 
patch, under the limitations suggested in the 55th paragraph 
of my detailed instructions of the 8th July.* You will, ac- 
cording to the spirit of that paiagraph, take caie to stipulate 
that the Peishwa shall have an option of acceding heieafter 
to any engagements concluded with the Nizam 

In the case which I have supposed, of the completion of 
the ariangements at Hyderabad being delayed by the Coiiit 
of Poonah until this letter shall leach you, it will he neces- 
sary to agree to the proposal of Meer Allum, for securing 
the interposition of the Company m all futuie diffeiences be- 
tween the Couits of Poonah and Hyderabad, undei the con- 
dition that the Nizam shall bmd himself to fulfil all his en- 
gagements with the Peishwa, and to abide mvanably by the 
award of the Company on every point of dispute which may 
heieafter aiise between his Highness and the Government of 
Poonah 

My letters from Bombay mchne me to doubt whether that 
Government will be able immediately to furmsh the number 
of troops requisite foi the service of the Peishwa. Whenever 
therefore the Peishwa shall have acceded to my propositions, 
and whenever the disbanding of the French force at Hydei- 
abad shall have been accomphshed, I desue that you wiU 
endeavoul to prevail upon the Nizam to permit one of the 
British regunents to march directly to Poonah, and I autho- 
iize you to diiect the march of a regiment accordingly Tlie 
regiment sent to Poonah will be replaced as soon as possible 

The Bombay frigate is to touch at Masuhpatam, where 
she IS to land our marine battahon, about the middle of Sep- 
tember, from thence she will proceed to Madias, and will 
return to Masuhpatam about the end of Septembei, where 
Captain Sutherland wiU be directed to remain until he shall 
receive your orders, or shall be driven away by the monsoon 
My wish IS, that all such French officers and privates as may 
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be delivered up to you at Hydeiabad, shall be embarked on 
board the Bombay frigate for this Presidency, where they 
can be inoie securely guaided, and from whence they will 
find a leadier passage to Euiope than at Foit St George 
You will consign the French party to the chaige of the com- 
manding officer at Masulipatam in the first instance, and you 
will take care to provide a sufficient escort for their safe con- 
duct to Masulipatam 

You will direct Captain Sutherland to treat such French 
officers and privates as maybe committed to his chaige, with 
a due consideration of then respective ranks, and with all the 
attention and kindness consistent with the security of their 
persons , and you will not fail to use all your influence at Hy- 
derabad, for the purpose of securing the property of such 
officers or privates as may be dehvered to you from the rapa- 
city of the Ministers, and of pieseiving it for the use of the 
just proprietors. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington 


No. LX 

Lot d Chve to the Right Hon Hem y Dundee 
Dear Sir, Fort St George, 8th September, 1798 

My arrival here is too recent foi me to hazard opimons 
upon the state of this country, buti thmk it my duty to bimg 
before you a few facts which I judge of the utmost importance 
foi you to have the eaihest knowledge of the prospect of our 
bemg engaged in a war with the Sultaun. You have, no 
doubt, been apprized by Loid Mornington of the inadequacy 
of the means which the Carnatic possesses of carrying on an 
immediate war with effect , it is necessary you should know, 
in its fullest extent, oui main army consists of not more than 
8,000 fighting men (now in cantonments m the vicinity of 
Walajabad), and cannot be materially strengthened without 
weakening the neeessaiy garrisons, or diawmg tioops from 
Ceylon A sufficient reinforcement from Bengal cannot be 
expected befoie the end of February, a period too late for 
marching to the attack of Sermgapatam next spring, the 
time for besieging that place bemg limited from the middle 
of January to the middle of May The conclusion drawn 
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fiom these, I believe, justly assumed facts is, that Seiinga- 
patam is not to be maiched against with reasonable grounds 
of success before Januaiy 1800 
The finances of this settlement aie m a far moie distiessing 
situation than you or I had any conception of when I had the 
honour of being with you last March The debt amounts to 
54 lacs, the interest to above 4 lacs The last money taken 
up has been by bills upon Bengal at 410 A. Rs the 100 pa- 
godas. Twelve per cent bonds are at 5 pei cent discount , 
8 and 6 per cent bonds at from 15 to 25 per cent, discount , 
the revenue falling shoit by at least from 5 to 6 lacs, a de- 
ficit of 13 lacs, an investment of 12 lacs to be provided, our 
credit nearly gone, and an empty Treasuiy In this state of 
things we must evidently depend upon supplies from Bengal 
and from Europe m the event of wai, and I doubt not but 
every effort will be made to assist us with specie fiom Leaden- 
hall Street The facts I have stated are ceitain, the opi- 
nions aie those of the best infoimed in this place In the 
event of war my utmost endeavouis wiU be uniformly and 
cordially employed in coopeiation with the views of the Su- 
preme Government More I shall not piesume to offer, weie 
I to say less I do not conceive that I should have done my 
duty 

I have the honour to be, with respect. 

Your faithful and obedient Seivant, 

Clive 


No LXI 

T/je Earl of Moimngton to Lieut -Col W Palmei, Resident at Poonah 
Fort William, Septetnbei 9, 1798 

I have leceived yom seveial letteis of the dates and num- 
bers annexed ^ 

On a reference to my instructions of the 8th of July,f to- 
gether with my first private letter to you, you will find that 
the restoration of Nana to power was never considered by me 
to be essential to the attainment of any of the objects which I 
had in view, although I felt that great advantages might be 
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t See p 113 
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deiived fiom the abdities and expeiience of Nana, if his in- 
teiests could be connected with the success of the proposed 
airangement, and if his return to powei could be lendeied 
acceptable to Bajee-Row 

The communications in your letters, numbeied 34, 35 and 
36, leave no doubt on my mmd that the abrupt manner in 
which the Peishwa i ejected the assistance and mediation, 
which he had befoie so lepeatedly and earnestly solicited, is 
to be ascribed entirely to the jealousy occasioned by the mea- 
sures in which you had engaged foi obtaining the lelease of 
Nana 

Youi negociation with Nana having pieceded youi fiist in- 
tei view with the Peishwa, and having been made a pielimmaiy 
step to the introduction of my piopositions to the Couit of 
Poonah, was ceitainly calculated to excite in the Peishwa a 
suspicion that it was my piimary object to restore Nana to his 
foimei power, and by supporting that rainistei, to exeicise an 
undue influence in the affairs of the Mahiatta empire 

With this impiession, and consideiing the enmity which 
Bajee-Row and his brotheis must beai to Nana, added to 
Emiut Row’s well known jealousy of that mimstei, it is not 
at all sui prising that the Peishwa should have been leadily 
induced to iisk the issue of his present contest with Scindiah, 
rather than agree to an aiiangement which piomised to de- 
prive him at once of all authority, and to throw him again 
into the power of his implacable enemy supported by the in- 
fluence of the Company’s Government, and by the presence 
of a large British force, 

I think it necessaiy, therefore, to desire that you will lose 
no time in endeavouiing to remove the jealousy which appears 
to exist on this subject m the Peisbwa’s mind For this pur- 
pose you will state to him expiessly that in becommg secuiity 
foi Nana’s payment of the money to Scmdiah, you were ac- 
tuated solely by your personal respect for that minister That 
you had received no instructions whatever from me which 
could authorise such an mterference m the internal affairs of 
the Peishwa’s Government, and that although I certainly 
should view the restoration of Nana (if effected with the full 
concurrence and coidial consent of the Peishwa), as a mea- 
sure which would tend to secure the effectual re-estabhsh- 
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merit of the Peisliwa’s authoiity and powei, I had never con- 
sidered the interests of Nana to be necessarily connected with 
the propositions which I had directed you to make to the 
Peishvva Under this explanation, I am persuaded the Peish- 
wa will be sensible that my views are directed to the security 
of the geneial interests and pubhc engagements of both states, 
and not to the support of any paiticulai paity, or minister at 
the Couit of Poonah 

The distressed state of the Peishwa’s affairs appears to me 
to offer the stiongest reason to induce me to urge, and him to 
accept, in the present moment the piopositions contained in 
my instructions of the 8th of July, I therefore desire that you 
will not suspend the negociation, under an idea of my indiffer- 
ence to its successful conclusion m the actual exigency of the 
Peishwa’s condition His acceptance of my aihitiation, and 
of a subsidiary British force would lead to the success of all 
the objects which I deem most impoitant to the inteiests of 
the Company m the piesent conjunctuie 

Notwithstanding that the Peishwa had offeied to commu- 
nicate to you Ins ideas of the natuie of the demand to be 
made on Tippoo by the alhes, I was much surpiised to find 
that you had thought it expedient to uige hmi foi Ins diaft 
of a joint letter to Tippoo, or that you could expect any ad- 
vantage from allowmg the Peishwa to take the lead in ftaming 
the application to be made to that Prmce The aggression 
■of Tippoo having been diiected more paiticulaily against the 
Company, it is properly then light in the fiist instance to sug- 
gest the nature of the satisfaction to be lequned. 

The Company has mdeed hitherto always taken the lead in 
every case which has called foi the co-opeiation of the seveial 
branches of the tuple alhance Great emhaiiassment must 
result from permitting the Peishwa to anticipate my views on 
this most delicate and important pait of oui piesent situation 
It is therefore my wish that instead of eudeavommg to draw 
from the Peishwa an early declaration of his notions in that 
respect, you will as fai as possible discourage any such com- 
munication. 

I take this early opportunity of foiwaidmg to you my sen- 
timents on such points as appear to me to be of the most 
pressing impoitance m the present state of the negociation, 
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intending heieaftei to review all the ciicumstances which 
have attended its piogiess at the Court of Poonah 
I have the honour to he, &c 

Mornington. 


No. LXn 

Lord Cltve to the Em I of Mormngton 
My Lord, Fort St George, September 11, 1798 

I embrace the oppoitunity which Colonel Kirkpatrick’s 
return to Bengal presents to me of renewing my most sinceie 
thanks to your Loidship, for the open and umeserved com' 
munication of your sentiments in your letter of the 39th July," 
as well as for the assurance of friendly support in the con- 
duct of my government, which you have had the goodness 
to give me Upon my par t your Lordship may rely with con- 
fidence upon my zealous endeavours to meet the views and 
cooperate in the measures of the Supreme Government, for 
the piospeiity of the Company It gives me concern to find 
your Lordship has had any reason to complain of anything hke 
counteraction, or party spirit in this settlement I can ven- 
ture to affirm that any tendency of that kind is foreign to my 
disposition, and do assure you, that should it ever he mymis- 
foitune to differ in opinion with your Lordship, though it 
may become my duty to express my sentiments with fieedom, 
I shall never lose sight of the relation in which this Govern- 
ment stands to the supreme Government, noi of the respect 
and obedience which is due to its directions The point 
which has chiefly absoibed my attention since my arrival, 
and which indeed presses with the greatest uigency, is the- 
prospect of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, when contrasted 
with the means this countiy possesses of meeting such an 
event I cannot view this important object, nor the embar- 
rassment in which the affairs of this country are involved, 
very far exceeding what there was reason to expect when I 
left England, without the most extreme sohcitude. 

The particulars of oui situation are so well known to your 
Loidship, that I shall have occasion to brmg them before 
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you in a geneial point of view, foi the purpose of expiessing 
my sentiments upon the subject, and not with the hope of 
being able to convey information upon what has been so much 
the object of youi Loidship’s attention Oui mam army con- 
sistmg of about 8,000 fightmg men, bemg ui cantonments in 
the vicmity of Walajabad, is deemed to be a foice totally in- 
adequate to offensive opeiations, and cannot be stiengthened 
fiom this piesidency without mateiially weakening the neces- 
saiy gaiiisons, oi drawing oui tioops fiom Ceylon, a suffi- 
cient reinforcement of native coips, to enable oui army, in co- 
opeiation with that of Bombay, to undertake the siege of 
Seimgapatam, can only be diawn fiom Bengal, and if leh- 
ance is to be put upon the judgment of the best infoimed 
pel sons here, such a leinfoi cement cannot be expected to 
arrive in the Carnatic before the end of Febiuaiy, oi begin- 
ning of March, a period too late foi the commencement of 
hostilities with a view to the taking Seimgapatam in the 
course of next year , the tune for besiegmg that place bemg, 
as I am also mformed, limited nearly to the months February, 
Maich and Apid It theiefoie seems to follow that oui aimy 
cannot be put in condition to act offensively, and with a 
speedy prospect of accomplishing the mam object of a war 
with Tippoo, the capture of Senngapatam, earhei than 
January twelvemonth When to these considerations is added 
the discouraging state of our finances, that oui debt amounts 
to 54 lacs of pagodas, that an investment is expected to be 
provided of 12 lacs, that om oiduiaiy expences exceed oui 
ordinary revenue by about IS lacs, that the revenue of this 
year is expected to fall shoit of what it was estmiated at by 
nearly six lacs, that oui 12 per cent, bonds aie at a discount 
of 5 or 6 pel cent,, that our tieasmy is empty, oui credit 
nearly gone, that the Government, shortly before my arrival, 
had taken up a lac of pagodas by bills on Bengal at 410 A B,s 
the 100 pagodas, and that I have been under the necessity of 
lesorting to the same expedient,— youi Lordship will not 
be suipiised at my viewmg the situation of this couritry with 
extreme anxiety, noi at my expressing an earnest hope that 
the calamity of a war, for which we aie so ill piepared, may be 
averted 

Having expressed what my feelings and my duty have uiged 
me to state, I beg to assme your Lordship that m the event 
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of your being foi ced into a wai with the Sultaun, or m that 
of your ultimately deteimimng to attack him, of my most coi- 
dial coopeiationto the extent of the means of this presidency, 
and of my most zealous and scrupulous attention to the dii ec- 
tions of the Supieme Government In the event of war it 
IS to youi Loidship and Bengal that we must look for le- 
souices, foi I am concerned to say, that I see no prospect of 
our being able to laise any consideiable sum in this settle- 
ment, but on the contiaiy considerable defalcations aie to 
be apprehended horn the predatory warfaie, which the Sul- 
taim may be expected to wage , httle, I feai, is to be ex- 
pected fiom his Highness the Nabob 

I have to thank youi Loidship foi the communication of 
the papeis relatmg to the negociations of Poonah and Hydera- 
bad The lestoiation of the tuple alhance to the situation 
in which it stood when Loid Cornwallis left India, is an ob- 
ject of the first importance, and the measures which your 
Lordship has pursued with so much eneigy for its attam- 
ment appeal to me decisive and highly judicious that you 
may succeed and leap the applause due to youi exertions, 
must be the wish of whoever has Biitish gloiy and Biitish 
inteiests at heart The leinfoicement destined foi Hydeia- 
bad, with the views of overthrowing the Fiench party theie, 
of seeming the succession to Secundei Jah, and of estabhsh- 
mg a permanent mfluence m the councils and conduct of the 
Nizam’s Court, has been contemplated by me with peculiar 
satisfaction Should this decisive measme be crowned with 
success, and be properly followed up, it will, without doubt, 
tend more than any other event to fix the British powei in 
India. 

I have the honoi to be, with sinceie esteem and respect. 
My Loid, Your Loidship’s most faithful Servant, 
Ceive 


No LXm 

Tht Eai I of Moi mngton to Lteut Col, John Collins, Resident with Dowhit 
Row Seindiah 

Sir, Fort WiUiam, 16th Sept 1798 

You will ceitainly have felt some degree of anxiety to le- 
ceive the letters, which I had promised to despatch to you 

VOL I S 
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by the eailiest oppoitumty, and I should have foiwarded 
them some time ago, if I had not waited in homly expectation 
of bemg able to communicate to you the intelligence of Scm- 
diah’s depaiture fiom Poonah, and retreat towards his own 
donunions But the actual state of afiaiis at Poonah, still 
leaves the motions of Scuidiah, in the greatest degree of uii- 
ceitamty, although the necessity of his return to Hindostan 
for the preseivation of his own existence seems to encrease 
every day, and the means of effecting that retrograde move- 
ment without either disgrace or danger, aie now placed 
within his leach by the liberation of Nana, by my offer of 
mediation between Scindiah, the Peishwa, and the Nizam, as 
well as by my proposal for the conclusion of a treaty of gene- 
ral defensive alhance agamst Zemaun Shah 

My conversation with you, at Bariackpoie, appiized you of 
my ideas with regard to the objects of your mission. 

The c[uestion which will demand youi immediate atttention 
will be, the best mode of securing the stiongest bainers 
agamst Zemaun Shah, not only with a view to the present 
moment, but to all futuie contingencies 

No policy could he so weak, even if the Shah had not com 
descended to explamhis intentions, as to suppose that he could 
eiitei Hindostan, without the design of plundermg the most 
opulent part of it. His ultunate objects must be Lucknow 
and our provinces 

But he has spared me the pains of any argument on this 
subject, havmg plainly apprised the Nabob Viziei and me, 
that his object is to lestoie Shah Aulum, and to drive the 
Mahiattas out of India, and having called for our jomt ser- 
vices m a tone of command for the piosecution of his project. 
He has added, that oui answer wdl determine, whether he is 
to consider us to be his friends or his enemies As it would 
be utteily inconsistent with every principle of policy and faith 
to assist the Shah in the prosecution of his declaied pur- 
poses, it follows, that we must expect to be ranked in the 
number of his enemies, and oui possessions will be treated 
accordingly It is, therefoie, necessary to piovide every de- 
fence, which can obstruct the Shah’s approach to our boun- 
dary 

The principal powers, whose resistance might offer a seri- 
ous obstacle to the advance of the Shah’s army, are the Seiks, 
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the Rajpoots, particularly the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jud- 
poor, and the Mahiattas inhabiting the dominions of Scin- 
diah. 

The return of Scindiah to that quarter, attended as such 
an event must be by the restoration of his power to a consi- 
deiable degree of efficiency, appears to me to be the best 
possible means of checking the motions of the Shah ; espe- 
cially as it must ever be the interest of Scmdiah (within his 
own dominions) to cultivate om fiiendship, and to cooperate 
with us m opposing any mvader, and above all a Mahomedan 
plunderer . Scmdiah, therefore, has been the object of ray 
unremitting attention. If he should return to Hmdostan, 
you will immediately apply yourself to the commencement of 
negociation with him, for the purpose of frammg a defensive 
treaty agamst the Shah 

The precaution to be observed m frammg such a treaty is 
piincipally to avoid any engagement, which might diaw our 
army too far ftom the boundary of the Vizier’s dominions 

On the othei hand, it cannot be expected, that other 
powers will engage with us for the common defence, if we 
insist absolutely upon limitmg the operations of oui force, to 
the exclusive protection of the piovmces of Oude, or of oui 
own possessions 

The pomt therefore to be ascertained is this , the utmost 
limit to which oui force can be advanced foi the common 
purposes of a general defensive alliance without danger to 
Oude, or to our own provinces, or to the foice so advanced. 
In proportion to the number of our allies, the difficulty of 
fixin g this point m a manner satisfactoiy to them would ne- 
cessarily be augmented, it will, however, be desirable to 
urate as large a body as can be brought to coopeiate against 
the Shah , and with this view, I wish you to endeavoui to 
concihate the mteiests of such of the Seik Chiefs and Raj- 
poots, as may be disposed to resist the Shah, with those of 
Scmdiah. I am aware of the obstacles which you will find to 
such an union in the impetuosity and violence of Scmdiah’s 
character, on the one hand, and in the lecent memory of his 
oppression and injustice on the other The Rajahs of Jye- 
nagur and Judpoor wrll not easily foiget the mjuries which 
he has committed against them, and this bitter recollection. 
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may thiow them into the scale of their natural enemy Zemaun 
Shah. It iSj however, to be hoped, that the imminent danger 
which Scindiah has lately escaped, as well as that which still 
thieatens his dominions, may bring his mind to a sober sense 
of his leal interests, and may induce bun to afford to the 
Rajahs, some such effectual protection agamst future oppres- 
sion on his pait, as shall unite them with him against the 
Shah Hitheito I have supposed the case of Scmdiah’s re- 
turn to Hindostan, if, bowevei, that event should not take 
place, a very different scene wiU open. 

The entire destruction of Scmdiab’s power (m Hindostan 
at least) must be the inevitable and speedy consequence of 
his continuance at Poonah 

Whether he will be able to estabhsh any consideiable 
power in the Deccan, on the rums of the Peishwa’s authority, 
may peihaps admit of some degree of question The incli- 
nation of my opmion is, that his whole power will be dis- 
solved iiietnevably unless he shall return to his own domi- 
nions -without delay In the event of the dissolution of his 
power m Hindostan, youi attention will be directed to the 
state of affairs which shall arise out of his destruction My 
wish 18 to abstain fiom all such mterference m any confusion 
which may follow the annihilation of Scindiah’s power, as 
might involve us either now or hereafter in hostihties Noi 
would I engage in any measures, which had a tendency either 
in the first instance to accelerate the rum of Scmdiah, oi 
finally to exclude the renval of his authority Consistently 
with these principles, my endeavours would be directed to 
frame out of the new older of thmgs, a system of defensive 
alliance agamst the approach of the Shah, by entering into 
engagements, for that purpose, with whatever Chief should 
liave succeeded to the largest portion of Scindiah’s power 
Ambajee seems to me to be the most likely to stand at the 
head of any new system in the event of Scmdiah's fall. 

Your particular attention wiU be given to the conduct of 
M, Perron, and of other Europeans now in the ser-vice of 
Scmdiah, we must counteract any attempt from them to esta- 
blish themselves in the form of a state m Hindostan , they 
i\ oidd undoubtedly assist Zemaun Shah, and peihaps enter 
into his service in the event of Scmdiah’s fall 
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I enclose a letter foi Sir James Ciaig, whom I wish you to 
consult on the important militaiy question, the decision of 
which must foim the governing pimciple of any defensive 
ti eaty against the Shah Sn J ames will transmit his sentiments 
to me, in older that I may consult fuither with the Comman- 
dei-in-Chief, and endeavour to fix the hmit of the operations 
of our aimy, whenever the Shah shall approach Hmdostan. 

You wiU be so good as to report to me without delay, any 
mfoimation which you may be able to collect, with relation to 
the European officers in the service of Scmdiah, or of any 
native power on the North Western frontier of India. I am 
mfoimed that Somroos Begum, has a considerable corps of- 
ficered by Frenchmen m her service 

Our intelhgence of the motions of Zemalin Shah is very 
defective It is always vague as well as tardy I desire 
that you will earnestly apply yourself to the speedy cor- 
rection of this defect, it is of the utmost importance to us to 
obtain the eaihest and most accurate mfoimation of the 
Shah’s designs. On this point, you wiU find it useful to con- 
cert some regular and permanent system with the Resident at 
Lucknow I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


No LXIV 

The Earl of Moinxngton to Majoi General Sir James Henxy Ciaig, KB 
(Enclosed m the foregoing lettei to Lieut -Col Collins ) 

Sir, Fort William, Sept 16, 1798 

This lettei will be delivered to you by Lieut -Col CoUins, 
who havmg been appomted Resident at the Court of Scm- 
diah, IS proceeding to take charge of the interests of the 
British Government at that Court 

The continual reports of the approach of Zemaun Shah to 
Hmdostan engaged my attention at the earliest period of my 
arrival m Bengal, and I have already taken every step (which 
appeared to me justifiable in the great uncertainty of the 
prevailrag rumouis) for checkmg the motions of the Shah, in 
the event of his advancing towards our frontier 

It could not he supposed that such an expedition, as that 
meditated by the Shah, would be planned without any view 
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to the plundei of the most opulent and llouiishing paits of 
Hmdostan, I have, theiefore, always consideied that he 
must intend to advance to Lucknow, and to our provinces, if 
cucumstances should favour Ins progress And with this 
opimon, I have thought that his march ought to be opposed 
at the earliest possible period, and his operations checked at 
the greatest possible distance fiom oui frontiei 

But if I had evei entertained any doubt of the tendency of 
the Shah’s operations, it would have been removed by his 
own distinct declaiation to the Vizier and to me “ That he 
should considei our not joming Ins royal standaid, and our 
not assisting him m the lestoration of Shah AUum, and in the 
total expulsion of the Mahrattas in the light of an act of 
disobedience and enmity ” As it is utteily impossible foi me 
to aid the Shah in such a project, oi to submit the honoui 
and faith of the British Government to such conditions, I 
must suppose that the Yiziei and this Government, will be 
treated as enemies by him, whenevei he shall have an oppor- 
tunity of bringing his army to act on our frontier The most 
useful baniei agamst this invasion, in the first mstance, 
would be the resistance of the Seiks, of the Rajpoots, espe- 
cially the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Judpooi, and of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah 

My attention has been directed to a system of measures, 
the effect of which, (if successful) would have occasioned the 
immediateieturn of Scindiah to his dominions in Hmdostan, 
and havetgiven us the benefit of a defensive alliance with him 
against ^ Shah I cannot yet ascertain, what the motions 
of Scinc^ah aie likely to be, or what may be the ultimate 
tuin of §is fate But at all events, it wdl be necessary to 
considef the terms of a defensive league to which, whether 
Scindiah shall be a paity or not, the Rajpoots and Seiks 
must be invited 

The most difficult question m the foi matron of such a 
tieaty, will be of a military nature It may be thus stated- 
What IS the extreme limit beyond the frontier of the Vizier, 
to which the operations of the Biitish force could be ad- 
vanced, without danger to that frontier, and to the force so 
advanced On the one hand, it would certamly be desirable 
to restrain the operations of oui army, as nearly as possible, 
to the exclusive pi otection of the Nabob’s and Company’s pos- 
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sessions But on the othei hand, it could not be expected, 
that any efficient or coidial assistance could be deiived fiom 
any practicable system of defensive affiance, if oui ainiy was 
to be exclusively exempted fiom any shaie in the common de- 
fence of the dominions of the contracting powers. 

I am aware of the difficulty under these cucumstances of 
fixmg such a pomt for the extreme advance of our army, as 
shall reheve us from both of the embarrassments which I 
have stated 

But as I am persuaded, that the question which I have 
proposed m this letter, must fiequently have occurred to you 
m all its military bearings and consequences, I take the hber- 
ty of requesting, that you will have the goodness to favour 
me with your opinion upon it, m order that I may hereafter 
be enabled to enter upon the consideration of it more advan- 
tageously and accurately, whenever it shall become necessary 
to discuss it with the Commandei-m-Chief. 

I shall also esteem it as a favour, if you will state youi 
ideas on this subject to Lieutenant Colonel Coffins, who will 
be employed in the negociation of any defensive engagements 
which it may be deemed advisable to contract. 

If any othei suggestions, with legard to the defence of oui 
Noith Western fiontiei, should appeal to you important to 
the public service, I should be happy to receive them One 
defect has necessarily atti acted your notice, the useless, oi 
rather the dangerous condition of the Vizier’s own army 
This subject is at present under my consideration, and I 
confess I see but one effectual mode of obtaining a servicea- 
ble army in the Vizier’s pay. The substitution of regulai 
regiments from the Company’s service, m place of the Nabob’s 
own troops, oi in othei words, such an mciease of our foice 
in Oude, as would warrant nearly a total reduction of the 
Nabob’s present army I believe that this measure might be 
accomplished not only with infinite advantage to the external 
defence, but also to the internal tranquilhty of the Nabob’s 
dommions, to the safety of his person, to the stabihty of his 
authority, and to the order of his finances 

I have the honour to be, Sii , with great respect, 

Youi most obedient and humble servant, 

Mornington, 
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No LXV 

The Earl of Monnngton to Gaptam Malcolm 
Sir, Fort Wilham, Sept 20, 1798 

The office of Resident at Hyderabad having become vacant 
by the lesignation of Colonel Kukpatiick, I have this day 
appointed Captain Kirkpatrick to succeed him , and it afforded 
me gieat satisfaction at the same to have it in my power to 
nominate you Assistant at that Court, having learnt flora my 
brother * that, in a letter to him, you had stated that such 
an appointment would he acceptable to you 
In conferring this appointment upon you, I have been 
governed by no other motive than my knowledge of the zeal, 
activity, and diligence with which you have pursued the study 
of the native languages, and of the iiolitical system of India, 
and I take this oppoitunity of expressing my satisfaction at 
your having made choice of a situation in which I am pei- 
suaded you will lendei essential service to the public, and 
satisfy youi honomable desue of distinction 
I wish to see you pieviously to your pioceethng to Hydei- 
abad, and as soon as it may be convenient to you after you 
shall have received this lettei There are many circumstances 
relative to the political system of India, which it is pioper 
you should learn fiom me as early as possible, it will also be 
advantageous to the public service that you should thoroughly 
undeistand my opinion, on various points, with a degree of 
accuracy which cannot be convemently stated in wntmg 
I theiefoie hope that you will contrive to visit Calcutta soon 
after the leceipt of this lettei 

I shall by this day’s post apprize Loid Clive of youi ap- 
pointment, m oidei that the necessary steps may he taken 
foi piociirmg you leave of absence from the establishment of 
Fort St. George 

I am, &c &c 

Mornington 


The Duke of Wellington, tlien Lieut -Col Wellesley 
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No LXVI 

The Em I of Moimngton to Laid Clive 
My Lord, Fort William, 20th Sept 1/98 

I have leceived your Lordship’s obliging letter of the 11th 
of Sept * this moinuig, for which I leturn you my sinceie 
thanks I shall leseive my answer on most of the unpoitant 
topics to which you have adveited until I have been enabled 
to give them a moie deliberate consideration, hut I am 
anxious to communicate to your Loi dship, without delay, my 
sentiments with respect to the mission of M Du Buc Youi 
Lordship is piohably appiized that a veiy laige portion of 
the national tioops, which weie expelled fiom the Isle of 
France a few months ago, was sent to Batavia, where it is 
said that they aie become very sickly It appears to me pio- 
bable that Monsieur Du Buc’s dermer deshmtion, of which 
he speaks in his despatch to Tippoo of the 25th of August, 
may be to Batavia, foi the purpose of inducmg the Fiench 
tioops to take service m the Sultaun’s army, and to obtain for 
him the cooperation of the Fiench frigates also upon that 
station Youi Lordship appears to me to have taken every 
precaution foi the aiiest of Monsieur Du Buc’s person, as 
well as for the mteiception of his correspondence I think 
both of very gieat importance with a view to the discovery 
of Tippoo’s immediate plans and means of canying them into 
effect I think it would be very advisable also, that the 
Admiral should station a force off Tranqucbai at the period 
when M Du Buc may be expected to embaik for his ultimate 
destmation, and your Loi dship will have the goodness to 
communicate this suggestion to the Admiral, if you should 
concur in my opinion 

If M Du Buc should proceed to levy a force for Tippoo 
at Tianquebar, with the connivance of the Danish Govern- 
ment, 01 stiU moie, if that Government should actually assist 
him, by convoying supphes of money fiomMysoie (according 
to the plan stated in the postcript of M Du Buc’s letter of 
the 7th Sept) your Lordship will meet with my waimest 
support, either in any representation which you may think fit 


See p 24G 
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to make upon the subject, or m any more active measuies foi 
seizing the person and papers of M Du Buc and his suite 
The proclamation of Monsieur Malaitic, undei which M Du 
Buc took seivice with Tippoo, would cleaily justify such a 
repiesentation. I am in possession of positive evidence upon 
oath, which proves that M Du Buc avowed, in the Isle of 
France, that he had engaged with Tippoo’s Amhassadois for 
the express puipose of immediate wai against the Company. 
Indeed the terms of his despatches to Tippoo furnish suffi- 
cient evidence of the hostile tendency of his mission Youi 
Lordship will judge according to ciicumstances, whethei 
M De Bug's designs wdl he best fiustiated hy watchmg Ins 
motions, or by inteirupting them 

I trust that you will shortly leceive the supply of 20 lacs 
of rupees, in specie, from on boaid the Virginia ani Bombai/, 
which will prove a seasonable lehef to your finances The 
subsidy from the Nizam will also operate to alleviate your 
burthens for the present 

Believe me, with great esteem and lespect. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and faithful Servant, 
Mobnington 


No LXVII 

The Earl qf Mormngton to the Resident at Luehnoto 
Sib, Fort WiUiatn, 2Ist Sept 1798 

I have received your letter of the 27th August and 1st 
instant, and approve the measures which have been taken for 
the support of Nussun Ulla Khan’s authority, and for obtain- 
ing possession of the family and treasure of Golaum Mahomed 
Khan To the general assuiance of indulgence and pro- 
tection which you have given to his famdy, you may add an 
engagement that they shall not be delivered mto Golam 
Mahomed Khan’s hands, should he hereafter demand them 
With regard to your conduct towards Golam Ahmed Khan, 
said to be charged with an embassy from Zemaun Shah, if, 
upon his arrival at Lucknow, he shall appeal to be properly 
accredited from the Shah to the Governor General, you will 
permit him to proceed to Calcutta, but otherwise you will 
take no notice of him 
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The doubtfnl chaiactei of Golam Ahmed KJian will not 
justify any acknowledgment of his pietended commission , 
you will therefoie take no notice of him, unless his conduct 
should appeal to lead to a suspicion of his hemg employed as 
a spy, in which case he should be lequiied to depait fiom the 
Viziei’s dominions 

This direction will serve equally to guide the Viziei’s con- 
duct towards Golam AJimed 

It IS much to be lamented that the intelligence fiom 
Zemaun Shah’s country should be of so vague and uncertain 
a nature, that no dependance can at any time be placed upon 
it , It appears to me an object of the fiist impoitance to esta- 
blish some legular channel foi the transmission of intelligence 
from that quaitei. I lequest, theiefoie, that you wiU imme- 
diately turn youi particulai attention to this pomt, and omit 
no effoit foi obtainmg moie correct mformation of Zemaun 
Shah’s motions than we have hitheito been m the habit of 
receiving- 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No LXVIII 

Lot d Clive to the Earl of Moi mngton [Exti act ] 

My Lord, Fort St Geoige, 22d Sept 1798 

I cannot express to your Lordship the satisfaction I feel m 
the arrival of Colonel Wellesley I find him so easy in his 
marmeis and fiiendly in his communications, that I cannot 
doubt but that the moi e I have the opportumty of cultivating 
his intimacy, the more I shall lejoice at the presence of a 
person so nearly connected with youi Lordship, and so en- 
tirely possessed of youi views and mtentions The infoima- 
tion which Colonel Wellesley has commumcated to me, of the 
very moderate terms of satisfaction which it is your Loidship’s 
intention to demand of the Sultaun, has relieved my mind 
from much of the sohcitude which the appearances of an 
immediate rupture had excited We have intelligence fiom 
Major Doveton of the Sultaun having laised a forced loan, 
for the purpose of dischaigmg the arrears due to his troops , 
and of an irruption of banditti into Dmdigul, from Mi Huidis, 
which appears to be of a predatory nature. It however ex- 
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Cites attention fiom the cucumstance of all communication 
between Tippoo’s ryots and those of the Company havmg 
been lately piohibited. 

I have the honoui to be, &c &c 

Clive 


No. LXIX 

The Em I of Mommgton to Lord Clive 
My Lord, Foit William, 24tli September, 1798 

My last advices &om Hyderabad affoid every reason to 
hope that the dismission of the Fiench party will he accom- 
plished without difficulty oi danger 

The accounts fiom Poonah aie much moie favourable than 
any I have leceived from thence The Resident has cor- 
lected his erroi, and is now proceeding in a light course It 
appears highly probable, that Nana will be restored to power 
under a reconcihation with Emrut Rao, negociated thiougli 
Colonel Palmer The effect of this will be the success of my 
propositions to the Peishwa Scindiah has received my letter 
with great good will, and now seriously turns his thoughts 
towards his own dominions, where his presence is required to 
compose the revolt of his tributary chiefs, as well as to pre- 
pare a defence against the eventual approach of Zemaun 
Shah The rumours are still various with regard to the state 
of the Shah’s kingdom , if his army should not be at Pesha- 
wur early m October, he cannot attempt his projected expe- 
dition this year The return of Scindiab to Hmdostan would 
be a very advantageous circumstance foi us in the event of 
the Shah’s approach 

I cannot express to your Lordship more warmly than I 
feel it, my earnest anxiety that the piepaiations for war should 
be earned on with unremitting alacrity and despatch Wh 
have no other security agamst the designs of Tippoo , my 
object and my expectation is peace, and I think nothing can 
frustrate my hopes and wishes but the arrival of a French 
force in India, or the relaxation of our preparations for war. 

I feel the greatest satisfaction m your cordial concurrence 
in the measuies which I have pursued at Poonah and Hy- 
derabad , and I accept with much gratitude your Lordship’s 
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suggestion lespecting the addition of a body of cavalry to 
the subsidiaiy foice in the pay of the Nizam * No measuie 
could be moie wise nor hettei calculated to give additional 
effect to the pimciples on which my whole system is founded 
Such a body of British cavaby (I mean commanded by Biitish 
officers) would for ever secme the facihty of our convoys of 
provisions m the event of a rupture with Tippoo I shall 
instinct the Resident at Hyderabad to avail himself of the 
fiist favouiahle moment foi this improvement of oui force at 
Hydeiabad 

But your Loidship is aware that the proposition must he 
managed with caution, and, if possible, lathei encouiaged 
fiom the Nizam, than directly offered by us. 

Foi it cannot be denied that what we have already gamed 
in point of influence was rathei to be desired than expected , 
and if the moment had not been peculiarly favourable, we 
could not safely have ventured even so fai as the limits of my 
instructions of the 8th of July 

To piopose any further augmentation of our force at this 
juncture might perhaps create alaim in the wavering and 
u resolute mind of Azmi ul Omra, who even now is almost 
afraid of what he has done, and who still doubts whether he 
has enslaved himself or established his power on permanent 
foundations But, although I feel the necessity of manage- 
ment, and perhaps of delay, m the mtioduction of any addi- 
tional foice at Hydeiabad, I have little doubt that such a 
measuie will ultimately succeed, and I trust that youi Lord- 
ship and I shall witness its success long before we retmn to 
Europe 

1 have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


No. LXX 

MqjO) Genetal Sn J H Crmg to the Governor Genet al 
My Lord, Cawnpore, 26tli September, 1798 

A good deal of leisure time, and a sohcitude upon the sub- 
ject, that will not appear unnatural, have given rise to some 


* This was a suggestion of Lord Clive’s, m a former letter, foi the 
laismg a regiment of cavalry, to be paid by the Nizam 
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reflections upon the veiy piobable event of the invasion of 
Hindostan by Zemaun Shah, which I have committed to 
paper, and I do myself the honour of transmitting them en- 
closed to youi Lordship I have not a doubt that the subject 
has met with every attention that it lequnes, and that the 
necessaiy steps to he taken will have been determined by 
higher experience and better judgment than I can lay claun 
to. It is not, theiefoie, in any view of dictating, — ^when I 
am conscious that my part is to concur, to the best of my 
abihties, in executing, that I take the liberty of oflfenng these 
observations I request that they may be only considered as 
a private commumcation, of the value of which nobody can 
have a lesser idea , but &om which, if one serviceable hint 
can be diawn, none wdl feel a higher gratification — than him 
who has the honour to be, with gieat respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

J H Ckaig 


LXXI 

From the Nusam to the Earl of Mot nxngton 

(Received 27th September, 1798.) 

What your Lordship has written respecting the affair in 
agitation is from first to last strictly true For it is a fact 
known to all the world, that since the conclusion of the peace, 
and the execution of the treaty between the alhed powers 
and Tippoo, every possible degree of legaid has been inva- 
riably shewn by the three States to the principles of good 
faith and the obligations of friendship, actuated by a purity 
of design and a wish to preserve the general tranquillity 
The three States have constantly pursued the enhghtened 
path of truth and smcerity, and strictly adhered to the laws 
of amity and concord But as Tippoo has now at once 
thrown off" the mask, and, accoidmg to the contents of the 
proclamation issued by the Governor of the Mauritius (of 
which a translation has, word for word, been submitted by 
Captain Kirkpatrick to me) has pubhely deputed Embassa- 
dors to that island, solicited an offensive and defensive alh- 


See Memoir of Su James Craig in the Appendix 
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ance with the French against the English Company (which 
IS, m fact, a declaiation of enmity against the thiee States) 
leceived a body of French, furnished by his own desire and 
fixed the monthly pay of that force , each of these acts is 
specifically and individually a flagrant instance and an incon- 
troveitible pi oof of his violation of treaty and of his hostile 
intentions, it theiefoie becomes absolutely necessary to take 
measures to meet the occasion, and oppose a barrier to the 
turbulence and restlessness of his disposition , and as it is 
possible that when called upon, he may have recourse to his 
usual subterfuge, disavowal, his voluntary consent to that 
which may afford ample security to the three States against 
his inimical designs for the future, cannot be expected But 
as your Lordship, actuated by the best intentions, and by a 
solicitude to preserve the geneial tranquilhty, has deemed it 
advisable in the first instance to call upon him for the above 
purpose meiely that he may have an opportunity of lestrain- 
mg the violence of his designs before he involves himself m 
the calamities of war, there is no objection, and, accordingly, 
the diaft of a demand to that effect has been dehveied to 
Captain Kiikpatiick, by whom your Loidship will be inform- 
ed of the contents should it he thought proper , a letter to 
Tippoo, confoimable to the teims of the draft, may be pre- 
pared and dehveied to Captain Kiikpatrick so as to accom- 
pany those from your Lordship and the Peishwa, and in the 
event of his failing to return a satisfactory answer, that is to 
say, should he refuse to concede that which may afford ample 
security to the thiee alhed powers agamsthis immical designs 
for the future, what doubt is there but that my foices will be 
ready to cooperate agreeably to the stipulations of the exist- 
ing treaty’ 

With respect to what your Loidship writes, that “ whilst 
subjects of difference subsist between me and the Peishwa 
and Dowlat Row Scmdiah, it will he altogether impossible to 
make the necessary exertions upon this occasion, and theie- 
foie Captain Kirkpatrick had your Loidship’s mstructions to 
communicate several propositions on this important subject” 
Captam Kukpatrick, foi the better consideration and com- 
prehension of those important propositions, committed your 
Lordship’s mstructions, fully and particularly, to wilting, and 
submitted them to me By that wilting youi Lordships 
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sentiments have heen fully developed, while it evinced youi 
Loidsbip’s extreme interest m the welfare of my Government, 
as well as youi anxious desire to estabhsh the tianquilhty of 
India on so film a basis as to preclude the danger of its being 
disturbed by those who hope to establish their own power on 
the rum of all the States of the Deccan and Hmdostan. 
These sentiments I conceive to spimg fiom the most honour- 
able intentions, the deepest penetiation, the soundest wisdom 
and undeistandmg m youi Loidsbip — in paitzcular , to know 
that since your ariival in India, yom Lordship has felt the 
deepest regiet that, from various detrimental causes, such 
powerfid States should, in a shoit space of time, have lost 
their foimei splendour and greatness, and have been brought 
to then present situation , but that it was some satisfaction 
to youi Loidship to reflect that an important medium may 
now arise by which all these injuries may be repaired, m such 
a manner as to give mcrease to the weight and importance 
which those States formeily possessed — that in piomoting the 
Intel est and welfaie of such a powerful State, the woild will 
have the most evident testimony of that love of justice, pub- 
lic faith, goodness of intention, and dismterestedness which 
aie among the characteristics of the Enghsh, and which aie 
equally enjoined by the ordeis of the Company and the prin- 
ciples of the British Government m Europe These just 
sentiments (I say) shew your Lordship to he endowed with 
the truest sense of honour, and the highest degree of under- 
standmg and magnanimity. I entertain the fullest conviction 
that your Loidship has, in the highest degiee at heart, the 
prosperity, splendour, and due arrangement of the affairs of 
my Government, and what your Lordship and I thus make 
the mutual object of oui views, through the grace of Piovi- 
dence, will he satisfactorily and fully accomplished Accoid- 
nigly in the spirit of great foresight, a treaty, consisting of 
vanous articles, for the increase of the detachment, has been 
enteied into and authenticated under my hand and seal and 
that of the Nabob Aristo Yah (Azimul Omia) and dehvered 
to Captam Ku’kpatrick, and a counterpart under his hand 
and seal, as plempotentiary on the part of your Loidship, 
has been delivered to me It bemg my first wish and object 
to cement the bonds of union and attachment between my 
Government and that of the Company in the most public 
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mannei'j and to shew that no division of interest subsists be* 
tween them , and it being likewise niy full intent and lesolu- 
tion to avoid all aggression and encioachment upon those with 
whom I am connected by treaties and engagements, fai from 
seeking to protiact the execution of the tieaty in question, I 
have deemed it most advisable to hasten its conclusion I 
am confident that from the knowledge youi Loidship will 
acquiie of my sentiments so fully laid open by the lepoit of 
Captain Kiikpatrick and the execution of the tieaty, youi 
mind will be completely satisfied that fai from having any 
wish 01 design to aggiess oi trespass upon the engagements 
subsisting with any of my fiiends and allies, I have no other 
view than to adheie to the dictates of good faith and equity. 
In pui suance of these sentiments I have signified to Captam 
Kirkpatrick my desire for the immediate assemblage of the 
proposed detachment upon the fiontier, the adjustment of 
many concerns depending upon its arrival at the Presence, 
and it will, no doubt, very shortly be collected there accord- 
iiiglyj and proceed without delay to the capital, so that the 
most effectual means may be at hand, both foi cooperation in 
the possible event of a war, and for lemoving the impedi- 
ments that may present themselves (to that cooperation) . 
Particulars will be fully made known to youi Lordship bv 
Aristo Yah and Meei Allum, and Captain Kiikpatiick will 
also wiite to your Lordship very fully, 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 


No, LXXII, 

Fiom Tippoo Sultaun, dated 2d September, 1798 

[Received 28th bepteinber, 1798 ] 

I have had the pleasure to leceive yom Lordship’s friendly 
letter,* puiportmg that you had received the final opinion of 
the Malabar Commissioners upon the subject of Wynaad , 
after a full examination of every circumstance that youi Lord- 
ship was now convinced that Wynaad belongs to me — that 
therefore you had directed the Commissioners to make a for- 
mal acknowledgment of my claim to that Taalook , but that 

* See p 164 
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some doubts yet lemamed with lespect to the pass (mde lettei 
wiitten 7th August 1798), Tambeicheuy, which is below the 
Ghauts, by the Tieaty of Peace came into the Company’s 
possession , above the Ghauts is Wynaad, which consisted 
of a few habitations, and has foi a long time been desolate 
The Ghauts aie situated between, and also belong to me , 
it (Wynaad) consists of nothing but forests and heaps of 
stones. Accoidingly, long ago this fact came repeatedly 
undei pecuhai inspection, at the time when measures were 
taken foi the settlement of the Malabar districts , and what- 
ever doubts theie may be upon this head, will be solved by a 
reference theieto. In like manner the light to the T aalooks of 
Ameera and Saulea, which appeitam to Cauiiaul (Mangalore) 
is proved by the records of a century, m which aie mseited 
the names of the collectors and defrayers of the land tax , 
nay, a copy of the parts of those lecoids shall be sent, when 
by refeirmg thereto, the ciicumstances respecting Ameeia 
and Saulea, Eeseiawaraseenny, &c will be asceitained and 
laid open Mischief-makers, by staitmg empty disputes and 
altercations, hope to accomplish then own pmposes, but by 
the favour of God, the fountains of union and harmony be- 
tween the two states possess too much purity and clearness 
to be sullied by the devices of self-inteiest persons Con- 
tmue constantly to gratify me by letters denotmg your Lord- 
ship’s welfaie. 

P, S Sewarasemy*- also belongs to me The Taalooks 
which were ceded to the Company are particularly enume- 
rated in the Treaty of Peace I beg you will refer thereto 
for mfoimation 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Gort 


No LXXIII 

77ie Eml of Mornington to tlte Chairman of the East India Company 
Sir, Fort William, October, 1798 

You wiU peicerve that I have been called upon veiy early 
to make a vigorous exertion, if I have failed to deserve youi 
approbation, my failure cannot be imputed to negligence or 
to want of zeal in your service 


This stands for Beserawaraseenny 
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Loid Clive’s appointment will, I tiust, piove advantageous 
to the public service I have entered into the most unie- 
seived piivate coiiespondence with him, and I have found 
him coidially disposed to coopeiate with me His letters are 
very ci editable to his understanding and disposition . he will 
have gieat difficulties to encountei at FoitSt George, wheie 
much lefoira is required, and wheie the management of the 
Nabob and Raj ah of Tanjoie (even under the newly established 
Government), will demand a consideiable degree of skill 

I trust that Tippoo will not venture to move without having 
obtained a more effectual succoui fiom the French than they 
have yet avoided to him , and I am equally confident that the 
vigdance of oui Government at home, and of our fleets, will 
oppose every possible obstacle to the approach of the French 
towards this quarter of the globe But I still feel the neces- 
sity of active and early preparation for war, as being the only 
security against all contmgencies. Such preparations must 
occasion expense this is a severe disappointment to me, but 
my duty demands that I should encounter it with firmness 
I trust that the Court of Directors will feel a coiiespondent 
disposition, and that they will be leady to sacrifice with 
cheeifiilness something of piesent commeicial profit to the 
Company foi the preseivation of the mam souices of oui 
wealth and strength 

I have the honor to be, &c 

Morninoton 


No LXXIV 

TJte Got^einor General tn Counotl to the Seeiet Committee 

Fort William, lat Octoliei, 1798 

In our letter of the 4th of July, despatched overland, we 
had the honour to inform you that the Rrght Hon the Go- 
vernoi General had failed m his endeavours to mduce his 
Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic to accede to the modi- 
fication of the treaty of 1792, formerly proposed to Ins High- 
ness by Lord Hobart 

The Governor General was equally unsuccessful in his 
attempt to persuade his Highness to agiee to any plan for 
the hquidation of his debt to the Company 

During his continuance at Madras, his Lordship employed. 
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for the accomplisliment of both objects, eveiy exeition com- 
patible with the extent of the poweis entiusted to him by the 
Hononiable the Couit of Diiectois, in their oiclers of the 
18th October, 1797 

Both the spmt and lettei of those orders required that his 
Loidship should manifest to the Nabob every possible mark 
of respect and kindness, and should endeavom to gam his 
Highness’s confidence by eveiy conciliatoiy measuie 

The tenor of the accompanying papers wdl afford to your 
Honourable Committee the means of fiaming a judgment of 
the effect produced upon the Nabob’s mmd, by his mter- 
course with the Governor General. 

Trom these papers it appears that, although the Nabob 
professed satisfaction m the manner in which the Governor 
Geneial had executed the orders of the Honourable the 
Court of Duectors, his Highness continued to oppose a de- 
termined resistance to the proposed modification of the treaty 
of 1792 

The Governor General is convmced that, in the actual 
state of the Nabob’s temper, and of the influence of those 
who surround him, no hope can be enter tamed of persuading 
his Highness, m the present moment, to conclude any airange- 
ment of the nature proposed to him by Lord Hobart. 

His Lordship is further of opimon that, under all the cir- 
cumstances of the Nabob’s affairs, the most prudent course 
would be to suspend for the present all negotiation with his 
Highness for the cession of any part of his territory to the 
management of the Honourable Company’s servants 

It is however to be hoped, that the discussions which have 
taken place between the Governor General and the Nabob 
may hereafter furnish the foundation of a more beneficial 
aiiangement of the Honourable Company’s interests m the 
Cainatic, and the attention of the Governor Geneial will be 
constantly directed to that desirable object 

The Governor General thought it advisable to conduct the 
negociation principally by the means ofpeisonal intercourse, 
with a view of avoiding a controversial coiiespondence, which 
would have been managed on the part of the Nabob by the 
Emopean adventmeis who still find access to lus Higlmess’s 
durbai 

His Lordship therefore addressed no other proposition m 
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wi iting to the Nabob than the note of the 8th of May,* con- 
taining a summary statement of the piopositions made to the 
Nabob, with i elation to the modification of the tieaty of 1792 

Youi Honoui able Committee will ohseive, that Ins Highness 
has distmctly acknowledged that he is in the piactice of 
raising money annually, by assessments of the levenues of 
those districts, which form the security for the payment of 
the Honourable Company’s subsidy 

This practice is unquestionably contrary to the letter and 
subversive of the spirit of the tieaty of 1792, and it is for the 
serious consideration of the Honoui able Couit of Directors 
what operation this voluntary acknowledgment on the pait of 
his Highness, shall be allowed to have in any futuie nego- 
ciation with him. 

With respect to the liquidation of the sums due to the 
Company from the Nabob, his Highness appeared disposed 
to dispute every branch of the debt, exceptmg the new cavalry 
loan, for the liquidation of which he seemed to think he had 
already given sufficient security, by having charged it upon 
the funds now appropriated foi the payment of the consoli- 
dated debt 

The Goveinoi Geneial has, howevei, endeavoured to per- 
suade his Highness of the propiiety of his advancing, at least 
a considerable portion of the new cavahy debt, for the aid 
of the public service, in the present exigency of the Honour- 
able Company’s affairs 

His Highness has not yet leturned any answer to the lettei 
addiessed to him on this subject by his Lordship. 

The Goveinment of Fort St George, under their instruc- 
tion from us, will have informed youi Honourable Committee 
of the deposition of Ameei Sing, and of the estabhshment of 
Serfogee upon the musnud of Tanjoie. 

We propose by the next despatch to submit to your con- 
sideration our sentiments at laige with regard to the arrange- 
ments which appeal to us most advisable for the final 
security of the interests of the Honourable Company in 
Tanjoie. We have the honour to be, &c, 

Mornington and Council. 


See p 39 
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M(yo) Getimal Su James H Craig to the Eat I of Mormngton 
My Lord, Caivnpore, 6tli October, 1798 

I am sure yom Lordship wiU believe that it is not without 
givmg it eveiy attention in my power, that I sit down to lay 
before youi Loidship the vaiious considerations which have 
presented themselves to my mind, on the subject of the ques- 
tion upon which youi Loidship has honouied me with youi 
commands that I should give you my opinion 
In the consequence which youi Lordship is pleased to 
attach to any opinion of mine, youi Loidship has ceitainly 
manifested that confidence in my judgment which I should 
have felt to have lested upon a bettei meiited claim had it 
been applied solely to my ambition of being useful to the 
seivice of my countiy, but whatever may be the sense that 
I enteitam of my capacity to do it fully, I feel at the same 
time the force of the demand on me which youi Loidship has 
established, that I should make the best letuin that is in my 
power to the confidence that youi Loidship places m me , 
and It appears to me that I should ill discharge that obliga- 
tion wei e I to confine myself to the considering the question 
as a mere abstract proposition, and did not enter into it more 
fully as connected with the probable cucumstances of our 
situation, in the event from whence alone can arise the neces- 
sity of your Loi dship’s decision upon it. 

I have alieady had the honour, on another occasion, to 
explain to youi Lordship my idea upon the nature of our 
frontier, which I shall request that youi Loidship will have 
the goodness to carry in youi mmd m what I may now have 
occasion to offer to youi Loidship It is singularly unfor- 
tunate, and surely much to be legietted, that in the thuty 
odd years that we may he said to have been in possession of 
this countiy, it has, I should suppose, never been considered 
in a military pomt of view as bemg withm the possibility of 
attack , hence it arises, that except Allahabad, which hardly 
yet deserves the name, there is not a single fortress or place 
of stiength in the whole countiy It is not necessary to 
enter into the various mconveniences, and mdeed essential 
circumstances of danger, which may arise from this deficiency 
It IS hcie alluded to principally as connected with and cei- 
tailllv verv mateiiallv a.ffechnn’ ihp. obipct. in niicstinn 
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Howevei such as is the natuial bfliriei which limits our 
frontiei, and with eveiy inconvenience which we might expe- 
iience fiom the deficiency to which I have adveited, I have 
not a doubt but that if the aimy in the field is earned to 
20,000 men, the position that I have pointed out in the memoii 
which IS dheady in your Loidship’s hands, and the other 
measures of precaution that aie theie recommended to be 
adopted, would be equal to our secmity, although I have laid 
it down as an axiom, that it can be endangered only undei 
ciicumstances of previous advantage to the enemy, by which 
his numbers wdl be mcreased to almost any extent to which 
he may wish to cairy them, but weie we to confine omselves 
thus solely to our own defence, howevei successful we might 
at piesent be in that object, I foi my own part have scarcely 
a doubt, that a new and formidable power would establish 
itself m oui nearest neighbourhood, a power which would 
overset the whole political state of Hindostan, would require 
an unremitting vigilance and constant state of preparation on 
our part, attended with an enormous expense, and that at last 
we should have to contend for our existence, under circum- 
stances of infimtely greater difficulty and embaiiassment than 
those which will now attend our opposition to its first esta- 
blishment I ought to apologize to your Lordship for thus 
obtruding an opimon which has not been called for, but I 
have been led to it by the view of acceding, most fully, to 
the wisdom of the measuie of a junction with the Mahrattas, 
and as pointing out the grounds on which I may allude to the 
expediency of doing it with cordiality and effect 

It appears to me to be impossible to point out any precise 
bounds at which danger commences to the army that quits a 
ftontiei, and to the fiontier which is left by it Its commu- 
nication, indeed, becomes more and more precarious in pro- 
portion as it abandons the country with which it is to be 
pieseived, but in all situation, with lespect to action, it is 
equally liable to the fate of war , and with respect to the 
frontier, it is impossible, except under local circumstances of 
peculiar advantage, very rarely to be met with, that it can be 
covered by any army that is advanced before it. The true 
question, however, that I think arises is, how far the object 
in view wdl justify the possible danger that may attend the 
movement, and the principal circumstance of consideration 
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should be, to adopt the best measures that human wisdom 
can devise, to lessen or to meet the dangei, with the best 
means within our command 

The expediency of a defensive alliance with the Mahrattas 
being admitted, it follows of couise that as the object must 
be then defence as well as ouis, the operations of the armies 
employed must be directed by what appeals to be the best 
means of accomphshing that end It is not to be supposed 
that the Mahiattas would sacrifice a pait of their countiy in 
01 del to contract the Ime of defence to what may lessen the 
dangei to ouis. Their object will be to meet the enemy on 
their fiontier, and it will scarcely be piacticahle to make 
them comprehend that they can receive any advantage fiom 
an alhance with us, unless we join them there Foitunately 
every step we take to defend their dominions is equally 
applied to the protection of our own, then fiontiei becomes, 
in fact, OUIS, which is truly and effectually coveied by it, 
and havmg once quitted the precise line which would he 
obviously maiked out by our confining ourselves solely to our 
own defence, it matteis, I think, veiy little whethei we are 
do miles farther from or neai er to that line 

At the same time that I hazaid this idea, for it will, I am 
persuaded, meet many opponents, I beg your Lordship to he 
assuied that I by no means overlook the consequences that 
may attend its being adopted in its fullest extent I am well 
awaie of the difficulty of communication, I am fully sensible 
of those that may he expeiienced with lespect to subsistence, 
and I feel all the dangei s and hazaids that would attend us 
in the unfoitunate event of a defeat, when, unquestionably, 
ereiy mile we should have advanced would increase the peril 
ofietieat I am even inclined to give additional weight to 
these cucumstances, because it is my decided and fixed opi- 
nion, that oui enemies aie as numeious as the inhabitants of 
the country , and I have not a doubt but that a reverse of 
fortune would exhibit them staiting fiom every tope and from 
behind every hank But all these inconveniences and dangers 
commence, to a certam degiee, the moment our army quits 
the banks of the Ganges. It is to the greater or less extent 
to which they may he earned that my reasoning applies , and 
it is under the conviction, that the benefits to he derived from 
a junction with the Mahiattas will be found to justify and to 
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overbalance them all, that I observe that their being more or 
less increased by a gieatei oi less distance from our frontier 
IS of no weight when put m competition with the expediency 
of acting with the strictest cordiality, and in the closest union 
with those people. It is not to be imagined that they will 
give up Delhi without a contest then first position will cei- 
tainly be beyond it Then frontier extends to Carnaul, which 
IS 60 coss, perhaps something bettei than 100 miles from 
Delhi I should have no hesitation to lecommend that theie 
should be no restriction to our advancing so far in co- 
opeiation with them The only condition that I would annex 
to the pei mission would be, that they should put into our 
hands some place of strength between Anopsheei and the 
aimy, to seive as a depot and maga/me The question, in 
short, appeals to me to be leducible to this Wliethei we 
shall meet the enemy and oppose him, though at a distance, 
under every advantage of the assistance to be derived from a 
numeious and powerful body of friends, equally interested in 
the cause with ourselves, and masters of the intermediate 
country between oui own frontier and the scene of our opera- 
tions, by which the danger, which might otherwise arise from 
that distance, will be very considerably lessened, oi whether 
we shall wait to be attacked at home, when we shall be de- 
prived of that assistance, and when our enemy will himself 
have acquired all the advantage to be derived from increased 
resources, augmented numbers, and established authority, 
exerted with the ardour and enthusiasm usual m a career of 
victoiy and conquest, and with our own native troops, pei- 
haps, labouring under all the effects of a contrary im- 
pression ^ 

But in viewmg the subject of the danger attending our ad- 
vancing, it IS necessary that we should advert to the numbers 
of which the army will consist that may be apphed to the 
defence of our north-western frontier I have ventured to 
suppose that that number may be carried to 20,000 men, but 
as I am entuely ignorant of the services for which, inde- 
pendent of the mternal security of oui provinces and the 
necessary attention to Fort William, the remainder of our 
army may be required, I may err very considerably in my 
calculation on this subject One circumstance is, how- 
ever, clear to me, and that is, that if we cannot command 
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that numbei at least, independent of the ganison of Alla- 
habad, oui means of defence will he scaicely propor- 
tionate to the magnitude of the dangei with which we are 
thi eatened 

After detemining the actual strength of the army that can 
be collected foi the whole of the seivice required, it will then 
remain to piopoition its several paits into the dilferent 
branches into which that service will divide itself For if it 
IS judged expedient that the principal coips should be carried 
beyond the frontier to any distance, that a cordial cooperation 
with our alhes may requne, I beheve there is no one will 
doubt the necessity of leaving no very inconsiderable force in 
these provinces, as well to assist in guarding the passes on 
the liver as to insure to us that command and influence, and 
those services, that may be indispensable to our safety 
Youi Lordship judges most rightly that, in its present shape, 
no soit ot service can be expected flora the Nabob’s army, 
and I am confident that without a total change in the pohcy 
of the Court and the manners of the people, there exists no 
possible means by which it can ever be rendered such as can 
meiit that the smallest degree of confidence should be placed 
in it The money now expended on them is thrown away, 
and can only be tendered subseivient to the object of general 
defence, by being appiopiiated to the increase of the Com- 
pany’s army. But I much fear that it is too late to adopt Such 
a measure, with the hope that any ti oops that would be raised 
with this view can be of service if the Shah’s invasion take 
place tins season This consideration should, however, only 
act as a spui to us to begin the attempt as eaily as possible , 
and it may perhaps be much facilitated by the possibility of 
takmg into oui service some of his battalions entii e They 
aie all, to a ceitain degree, disciphned, and under the charge 
of a proper selection of officers, might soon become service- 
able There seems to be httle doubt of then willingness to 
engage 

With respect to the numbei of which the corps that is to 
act with our alhes should consist, there appears to me to be 
no medium It should either be a simple detachraeiifi of two 
or three battalions, such as was that which, under Captain 
Little from Bombay, accompamed a body of the same people 
during the Mysore war, and that which was on the same 
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occasion attached to the Nizam’s army, or it should consist 
of the utmost strength that can be collected, with a due 
legard to othei seivices I hold it for certain that in all 
situations in which we aie to act with any of the countiy 
poweis, the whole biunt of the opeiations will rest with us , 
noi will oui paiticular safety evei be considered by them as 
an object that can be put in competition with any danger that 
a regard to it might entail upon themselves Our foice 
should, theiefoie, he such that any misfortune that might 
befall It could have no sensible influence upon the geneial 
state of oui afiaiis , or it should be such as is sufficient for 
its own defence, — as can, if necessary, act upon the means 
which it possesses within itself, and as can give us that m- 
fluence, and entitle us to that pie-emmence, which it is so 
essential for us on all occasions to preseive. A medium force 
would only expose us to insult from our arrogant and selfish 
friends, and to defeat and rum fiom our moie open enemies, 
whilst the deficiency which might be occasioned in our general 
means of defence, by a loss which as such would be consi- 
derable, might very materially ciipple, peihaps render vaui, 
oui further efforts Could, by any means whatevei, the 
acting aimy be carried to any thing neai the stiength I have 
proposed, and could a corps of five oi six thousand men be 
formed at the same time m these provinces, and provided 
. decisive measuies for the tianquilhty ofRohilcund be adopted, 
I should certamly imagine that we might hope to give the 
Shah such cause to repent his incuision as would secure the 
future tranquillity of Hmdostan, at least fiomfoieign mvasion, 
foi some time 

I feel, my Lord, that m what I have hitherto had the 
honour of oflfeimg to your Loidship, I have m some shape 
departed from the datum upon which your Loidship’s ques- 
tions seems in some degree to be founded Youi Loidship 
obseives, that it will be necessary to consider the terms of a 
defensive league, to which, whethei Scmdiah shall be a paity 
01 not, the Rajpoots and Seiks must be invited, whereas I 
have confined myself entirely to the supposition of an alhance 
and hearty cooperation with the Mahiattas , that is, I pre- 
sume, with Scmdiah, without once advertmg to either the 
Rajpoots 01 the Seiks 

The tiuth is, my Lord, that, with all defeience to better 
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information, and still gieatei to bettei judgment, it does not 
appear to me that it can he practicable for us to enter into 
any alhance with either of the Poweis mentioned, but thiough 
the Mahrattas, if I may use the e\;piession I mean by it 
that It is utteily impossible that we can join or cooperate with 
the foimer but by the concuirence and m conceit with the 
lattei, for we cannot even communicate but thiough the do- 
minions ofScindiah Exclusive ofthegeogiaphical difficulty, 
theie would, I appiehend, be found a much greatei in the 
inveterate hatred that exists between the two people Any 
communication between us and the Seiks, without the parti- 
cipation of Scmdiah, would excite a jealousy that would, I 
feai,be fatal to oui friendship with the latter The same 
ciicumstances exist with respect to the most powerful of the 
Rajpoots, the Rajahs on the western frontier of Scmdiah’s 
territory It appeals, therefore, to me, that if we cannot form 
an alhance with Scmdiah, it will be difficult, if not impossible, 
to form any othei If, indeed, we can convince him of his 
true interests, I believe it will be an easy mattei to engage 
the Rajah of Jynajui, and otheis whose teiiitoiies are adja- 
cent to his, for it 18 impossible that they can be desiious 
that the Sliah should establish himself in these parts With 
respect to the Seiks, the task may be more difficult What 
advantages can we hold out to mduce them to act in co- 
opeiation with us’ They will natuially ask if we expect that 
they should abandon then country and possessions to join us, 
and of what use we can be to them while posted on the fron- 
tiers of the Mahratta domimons’ The answers to these 
questions seem difficult 

Another consideiation arises, however, upon this subject 
Suppose the Seiks were found to be cordially disposed to join 
m the league, and should the Mahiattas on their part be 
equally willmg, would it be expedient that we should car i y 
our operations to the length of advancing into the country of 
the foimer, upon which terras alone it would be possible to 
brmg into action the united forces of the thiee Powers’ 
I do not, indeed, think the case is likely to occur, in which a 
decision may be necessary on this question, at least beyond a 
certain degree. If the Shah carries his intentions into effect, 
he IS probably at this moment on his march, and the fate of 
the Seik frontier, most likely of Lahore itself, will be decided 
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long befoie we can possibly be at hand to take a pait in the 
contest Oui movement, therefore, to that extent, cannot in 
any case be necessary , but the Rajah of Patiala is repre- 
sented to be a poweiftil prince, commanding at all times a 
force of 10,000 horse, and as many footmen, and capable of 
laising many more in case of necessity His teiiitoiies bolder 
on those of the Mahiattas and should the Serks have re- 
mained disunited and separate, or should he by any means 
have escaped the effects of any defeat which his countrymen 
may have suffered on the frontier, so that his force may 
remain entire, and probably increased by the junction of such 
as may have escaped the Shah’s army , — think such an ad- 
dition of strength would be an object, and would justify a 
further advance, but ceitainlynot unless oui force were such 
as would command the respect of both parties, and place us 
in the light of umpiies, capable of enforcing our wishes on 
either 

I have no doubt of the Mahrattas readily acceding to any 
alliance your Lordship may propose, and Scmdiah’s return 
seems more piobable now than it did when your Lordship’s 
letter was wiitten, but even should that event not take place, 
though It ivill be a circumstance much to be regietted, as 
ciipplingthe energy with which his strength might be exerted 
under his own direction, yet it would appear that the ap- 
proach of so manifest a danger must unite all parties to avert 
it, which they would be perhaps more inclined to do under 
our contiolhng influence than if they weie left to themselves 
I have the honoui to be, with gieat respect. 

My Lord, 

Youi Lordship’s most obedient and 

Most humble Servant, 

J H Craig 
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The Bail of Mot mng ton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan 
gjj, Fort Wilham, Sth. Octobei. 1798 

I conciu with you in thinking that the services of the na- 
tive agent whom you have appointed to leside at Bushire 
may he usefully employed foi the purpose mentioned in that 
lettei , and as the piobability of the invasion of Hindostan 
by Zemaun Shah seems to mcrease,* I am of opinion that 
Mehdy All Khan cannot too soon commence his opeiations at 
the Couit of Baba KJian, or of whatevei pei son may be in the 
exeicise of the soveieignty of Peisia It would ceitainly be 
a very desuable object to excite such an alaim in that quar- 
ter as may either induce the Shah to lehnquish his projected 
expedition, or may lecal him should he have actually em- 
baiked m it 

I am not possessed of sufficient information respecting the 
state of Persia, or the views of the ruling power in that coun- 
try, to enable me at present to furnish Bfehdy Ah Khan with 
any specific instructions or powers for the attainment of the 
object in contemplation Until, therefore, his future commu- 
nications shall have opened a more distinct view of the sub- 
ject, we can only be authorized to offer to the Persian Go- 
vernment, in return for any efficient measure which it shall 
take for the purpose of diverting Zemaun Shah from his 
designs against Hindostan, such supphes of arms and mihtary 
stores as may be required, and as you may be able to furnish 
If the ciedentials already provided for Mehdy All Khan by 
your Government should appear msufficient to proem e him 
due attention from the ruling power in Persia, on the more 
important points now proposed to be committed to his ma- 
nagement, it will be proper to furnish him with such addi- 
tional letters and powers as may be smtable to this object 
These instruments may at present proceed from your Govern- 
ment, hereafter it may be necessary that they should issue 
fiom myself 

It has been suggested to me, and I understand it was the 
opmion of Sir Charles Malet, that a further diversion of the 
Shah’s force might be created by our affording certain en- 
couragement to the natrons occupymg the Delta and lower 
* See letters of Zemaun Shah m the Appendix 



1798. THE RESIDENT AT LUCKNOW 287 

parts of the Indus, who have been stated to be much dis- 
affected to the Goveinment of the Shah , I wish you to give 
this point the fiiUest and most seiious consideiation , to state 
to me youi ideas upon it , and m the mean while to take any 
immediate steps which shall appeal pioper and practicable to 
you 

I have the pleasure to infoim you that Admiral Ramiei has, 
at my lecommendation, lesolved to pioceed with the piincipal 
pait of his squadion to the Malabai coast, as soon as possible 
aftei the change of the monsoon This aiiangement will, I 
trust, relieve you horn the apprehension of any material in- 
convenience under the unavoidable detention of the Bombay 
frigate in this quarter 

I have the honom to be, &:c 

Mornington 


* No LXXVII 

The Em I of Mormngton to the Restdtnt at Lucltnow 
Sir, Foit William, October 10, 1798 

I shall be glad to receive youi promised suggestions le- 
spectmg the means of obtaining early and correct intelligence 
fiom Zemaun Shah’s country, but I desire you will not delay 
the e-siecution of any practicable plan for this pm pose, to so 
late a peiiod, as the time when you could leceive my appio- 
bation of youi ideas. Some time since I instiaicted the Resi- 
dent with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to take an early opportunity 
of concertmg measures with you and Sir James Craig, with a 
view to the attainment of this desirable object 

It has occuned to me that it may be possible for an agent 
estabhshed at Cabul to open with Suiat and Bombay, by the 
loute of Bikhei and the Indus, a commumcation which would 
be more secuie, and, perhaps, more expeditious, than any at 
present in use A trial of this loute might at least be made, 
by tiansrmtting through it duphcate despatches only in the 
fiist instance I shall lequest Mi Duncan to considei this 
suggestion, and I desire you will also examine how far it may 
be likely to lead to a piacticable and beneficial plan 

I approve of the measures which have been adopted for the 
purpose of i einfoi cing the troops in Rohilcund, and when the 
whole shall liave been assembled under Major General Stuait, 
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I diiect that every proper and necessaiy step to he taken in 
Older effectually and speedily to ciusli eveiy remaining seed 
of commotion in that country 

To this end it is, no doubt, a ineasuie of pnmaiy necessity 
that all the sons of Fy/oollah Khan, now at Rainpooi , should 
he lemoved without delay to Lucknow I shall be glad to 
learn that they have acquiesced without difficulty m the 
Viziei’s lequisition to this effect But if they should mani- 
fest a disposition to lesist his authority, they must be com- 
pelled to yield to it 

It IS, foi the same leason, highly expedient that the Ris- 
salhdars Omai Khan, Ghulam Hussain Khan, Sunnoo Khan, 
and Mahommed Syde Khan, should not only be divested of 
then commands, but lemoved out of the country and I 
accoidingly desiie you will take the necessaiy measures for 
secuiing as soon as possible the peisonsof these officers, who 
must in the fiist instance be sent to Benaies, whence they may 
afterwards, ifiequisite, be ordered to Calcutta I have given 
this diiection under the supposition that you are possessed 
of sufficient proofs to wan ant a belief that the Rissalhdais 
have entered into engagements inconsistent with their duty 
towards the Vizier and the Company , under this supposition 
the Rissalhdars are not entitled to the benefit of the obhga- 
tion signed by Sir Robert Abercromby and Mi Cherry 

If the course of affaus should again brmg the person of 
Golaum Mahomed Khan into our hands (an event which I 
anxiously desire) he will have no claim to any future indul- 
gence from this Government, and he must, without any stipu- 
lations in his favoi, be despatched without delay to Calcutta 
I am. Sir, &c MorningtoJi 


No LXXVm 

The Earl of Mommgton to the Right Hon Henry Dundas 
My dear Sir, Fort Wilbam, October 11, 1798 

I proceed to submit to you the progress which I have 
been able to make in my pioposed measures for hustratmg 
the designs of Tippoo and of France My objects, as already 
described to you,* have been to assemble the aimy on the 
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coasts of Coromandel and Malabai , to levive oui defensive 
alliances against Tippoo, and to check the growth of the 
French influence in the Deccan, to secure the piesence of 
the fleet on the coast of Malabar at the earliest possible 
period , and to lay the foundations of a permanent improve- 
ment of the military estabhahments of Fort St George, and 
of the defences of the Carnatic 
From my piivate correspondence with General Hams, and 
from the letter of the Government of Fort St George ad- 
dressed to me m Council, under the date of the 10th of July, 
you wdl leain the counteiaction which I have met in my en- 
deavours to place our possessions upon the coast of Coroman- 
del in a respectable posture of defence 
From the whole tenor of my correspondence, pubhc and 
private, as well as from every document contamed in my des- 
patches smce my airivrl in Bengal, you will perceive that so 
far from imagining that I can ever be called upon to justify 
my orders for assemblmg our armies m the Peninsula of In- 
dia, my only doubt has been, whether I ought not to have 
attempted a bolder effort, with a view of anticipating the me- 
ditated attack of Tippoo, and of his Fi ench allies The 
measures of preparation and defence which I have ordered, 
are so evidently essential to the preservation of the British 
Empire in India, that I should have deemed myself absolutely 
unpardonable if I had either neglected to order them, or had 
been deterred from carrying them mto effect by such argu- 
ments as those which you will find in the letter of the 10th 
July, fiomthe Government of Fort St George 

The aimy, however, is assembled on the coast of Coroman- 
del, and although wholly inadequate at present to purposes 
of offence, it at least affords a better protection to the Car- 
natic than when dispersed, and when utterly unable to offei 
any sort of resistance on any part of oui frontier 

I shall be able to lemforce the army in the Carnatic by an 
addition of about 3,000 volunteers fiom the native regiments 
on this estabhshment, as soon as the state of the season wdl 
adimt of landmg them at Madias The volunteers have 
offered themselves for embaikation under the proposed 
bounty with veiy gieat alacrity, and I am persuaded, if the 
number had not been limited by my orders, it would have 
been much more consideiable The men who have turned 
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out for seivice aie chiefly those who have aheady been on 
the coast and have obtained medals foi then services, they 
aie in fact the flowei of the army 

At Bombay I have found no obstacles whatevei in cariying 
into eflfect the assembling of the aimy, and I hLUve eveiy rea- 
son to be satisfied with the zeal and vigilance of Mr Duncan 
and Geneial Stuait, and with the excellent abilities of the 
lattei, I tiust that the army at Bombay and in Malabai, is 
now in a foiwaid state of piepaiation 

The Government of Foit St Geoige previously to the 
ai rival of Lord Chve (having in then letter of the 10 th July^ 
deprecated every measure of precaution for the protection of 
the Carnatic agamst the threatened invasion of Tippoo) ex- 
pressed in then lettei of the 3d of Augustf an equal disincli- 
nation to the oi’deis which I had given foi assembling a de- 
tachment in the Giintooi Circai with a view to the revival of 
our defensive alliance with the Nizam, and to the destruction 
of the French paity at Hyderabad The opposition pro- 
ceeded in both instances from the same quaitei, and was met 
by me with tlie same deteimination to puisue the line of my 
duty to the best of my judgment, to enfoice the execution of 
my orders, and to lepiove the factious spirit which had at- 
tempted to obstruct them 

In pursuing this couise, I have concluded a subsidiary 
treaty with the Nizam, on the piinciples stated to you in my 
private letter. No 6,:); in my instmctions of the 8th July,§ to 
the Residents at Poonah and Hydeiabad, and in my minute 
of the 12th August || A copy of that minute, and a tiansla- 
tion of the treaty for youi private use, accompany this lettei , 
you will find some paits of the tianalation lathei awkwaidly 
expressed, but as the substance of the stipulations appeal ed 
to me highly favourable to our interests, and as any delay 
might have hazarded the success of the whole plan, I ratified 
the tieaty without alteration Being satisfied with the manner 
in which Captain Kjikpatiick, the Acting Resident at Hydeia- 
bad, had executed my insti notions, I have appointed him Re- 
sident at that Court in the room of his brothei Colonel Kiik- 
patiick who has resigned* 

I am indebted to the firmness and spirit of General Haras 
for having assembled the Guntoor detachment with every 

* See p 214 -f See p 236 J see p 80 § See p 113 |1 See p 169 
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possible degree of expedition But you will obseive by the 
letters from the Resident at Hydeiabad, that whetfiei fiom 
neglect or wilful omission in some of the suboiduiate depait- 
ments of office at Foit St Geoige, the tioops had not been 
furnished with money sufficient to enable them to quit the 
Company’s teiritories This circumstance must letaid then 
advance to Hyderabad I still, however, euteitaui little 
doubt that I shall soon be enabled to forward to you the in- 
telhgence of the complete dismission of the French party. I 
look upon that event to be not only higlily desirable on ge- 
neral grounds but indispensable to the possibility of main- 
tainuig a contest with Tippoo if he should think fit to attack 
us, especially if he should receive any succour fiom Fiance 
I lefei you on this point to my minute of the 12th of August 
The transactions at Poonah will show how active Tippoo has 
been at that Couit, and how dangerous an influence he main- 
tains theie through the intrigues of Govmd Kishen Although 
it is difficult yet to foim any certain judgment of the issue of 
the negociation at Poonah, I am disposed to beheve that the 
conclusion of the tieaty of Hydeiabad, under the circum- 
stances of an opemng bemg left for the accession of the 
Peishwa, will induce him to enter speedily into our views 
He stated no objection when Colonel Palmei first apprised 
him of our mtended aiiangements in favour of the Nizam, 
and he has hitherto declaied his intention to fulfil his defen- 
sive engagements with us, in the event of hostihties with My- 
sore If, howevei, he should prove unfaithful, the affairs of 
the Mahratta empire are still so disordered, that the utmost 
we can now apprehend is the neutrality of the Court of Poonah. 
Under such cucumstances it will certamly be a most import- 
ant advantage to have secured the cordial cooperation of the 
Nizam, and to have removed all French influence in the 
Deccan 

Since I have begun this letter, I have received a despatch 
fiom Colonel Palmer, giving an account of his having aur 
nounced to the Peishwa the conclusion of the treaty of 
Hyderabad The Peishwa received the commumcation 
without the least symptom of jealousy or alarm, expressed his 
own wish to enter mto similar engagements with the Com- 
pany, and signified Ins intention of opemng an immediate 
negotiation with Colonel Palmer for that purpose. Colonel 
Palmer, howevei, does not beheve that the Peishwa will enter 
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cordially into oui views, unless Nana shall be lestoied to the 
administration, an event which is expected to happen within 
a shoit peiiod of tune 

If the Peishwa shall ultimately accept my propositions, it 
is my intention to cement the whole of my plan by a new 
tieaty of defensive alliance between the Company, the Nizam, 
and the Peishwa, the stipulations of which shall remedy 
every defect m the subsistmg treaties, by defining whatever 
is vague, and by explammg whatever is obscuie, in oiir pre- 
sent lecipiocal engagements This was an object which 
Lord Cornwallis endeavoured to accomplish dnimg the last 
months of his continuance in India It is unquestionably not 
only a desiiable, hut a necessaiy impiovement of oui secuiity 
in the present ciisis, the subsisting defensive treaties with the 
Nizam and the Peishwa being veiy ambiguous and loose, as 
well as defective in many essential ai tides 

The cmcumstances of the moment will probably enable me 
to extend our system of defensive alliance to the case of a 
Flench invasion in India, whether connected oi not with the 
cause of Tippoo. As our treaties now stand, if a Fiencli 
army weie to land in any part of oiu territory, we could not 
claim assistance either from the Nizam or from the Peishwa, 
unless Tippoo had previously avowed a connection with the 
French, or had manifested the existence of it by some over t act. 

Scindiah has received my propositions vei y favourably, and I 
have evei y reason to believe that he will endeavour to return 
to Hindostan, where the internal commotions in his dominions, 
and the increasing lumouis of the approach of Zemaun Shah, 
render his presence absolutely necessaiy to his own pi esei ra- 
tion The situation of Scmdiah is at present such that we 
have a good deal to hope and nothing to feai horn him He 
will be useful to us if he should return to his own donunions, 
and if he should not, his power must fall to rum 

In my letter. No 6,* I informed you that I had actually for- 
warded a representation to Tippoo, and had called on the 
allies to concur in it, the fact was that I had drawn a paper 
for that purpose, and had prepared it for despatch to both 
the allied Courts , but a more full consideration of the whole 
political state of India induced me to think that it would be 
advisable to postpone any remonstrance to Tippoo until oui 
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piepaiations should be further advanced, Rnd until I had 
been able to asceitain the disposition of oui allies, as well as 
then means of assisting us in the event of a eontest with 
Mysoie It appealed also to me that the presence of a Bii- 
tish fleet upon the coast of Malabai might mcline the Sul- 
taun to give a inoie seiious consideration to oui repiesenta- 
tions A further advantage which lecommended this delay 
was, that it would afford me the opportunity of accommodat- 
ing the nature and extent of my propositions to my means of 
enfoicing them. My minute of the 12th of August, will fur- 
nish jou vntli the outline of the lemonstrance which I should 
hope we may be enabled to make to Tippoo without the hazard 
of an immediate war, and with the piospect of obtaining from 
him some degree of secuiity against his future machinations 

The draft of a letter to Tippoo which I have received from 
the Nizam and the Peishwa, (and which foims a number m 
the packet of the 3id October, addiessed to the Secret Com- 
mittee) will serve to prove the sense which our allies entertain 
of Tippoo’s aggiession, as well as then concuiience in my 
principles with legaid to the general nature of the satisfac- 
tion to be required from him You will obseive, however, 
that I have stiU leseived to myself the power of framing the 
remonstiance to Tippoo accoiding to the ciicumstances of the 
conjuncture in which it may be expedient to apply to him 
The moment I trust is not fai distant when the French paity 
shall have been expelled from the Deccan, when the fleet 
shall be on the coast of Malabai, and when oui mihtaiy pre- 
parations shall be sufliciently advanced to enable me to bimg 
every point of difference with Tippoo to a distinct issue 

By my correspondence with Admiral Rainier, you will per- 
ceive that I have induced him to proceed immediately to the 
coast of Malabar, I trust this disposition of the fleet will 
prove an efficient check upon Tippoo’s intercourse with the 
French 

My instructions to the Government of Foit St Geoige on 
the subject of the defects in their mihtaiy establishments were 
despatched on the 20th July * I have not yet leceived the 
repoit which I desired , and I have reason to appiehend that 
the necessaiy preparations foi the defence of the Carnatic, 
aie earned on with less zeal and energy than the occasion 
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requires Even now that Government appears unwilling to 
push oui' prepaiations with the lequisite alaciity, lest the for- 
waidneas of our defence should invite an attack from Tippoo at 
an eailiei period than he would otherwise be disposed to move. 
I know that Tippoo will attack us, whenever he shall rniagme 
that he can do so with advantage, but I never can believe that 
his inclmation to make the attack wiU increase m proportion 
to the augmentation of our means of lepelling it. In the de- 
fenceless state in which I found oui possessions on the coast 
of Coromandel, at a time when a large proportion of Tippoo’s 
army was actually in the field, the Carnatic lay completely at 
his mercy It was, however, probable at that time, as it is 
now, that Tippoo li^ould not be disposed to move previously 
to the arrival of an additional foice from Fiance, an event 
which was not to he expected untd aftei the close of the mon- 
soon on the coast of Malahai Under these circumstance it 
was apprehended by the Government of Fort St George, that 
any attempt to collect our forces might induce Tippoo to make 
an immediate attack upon the Cainatic 

I felt at that early period that a moment of hazard must he 
passed during the necessary interval between the commence- 
ment of oui preparations, and the tune when they would be 
so far advanced as to secure us against the effects of a sudden 
blow The degree of this hazaid appealed to me to be m- 
considerable, but if it had been gi eater, I should have in- 
curred it rather than have relied on the other altei native of 
remammg in a defenceless state, and trusting to the forbear- 
ance of Tippoo 

General Haiiis's private letteis will shew the duration of 
the period of danger accoi ding to his opmion 

It will not escape yom ohseivation, that the argument of 
the Government of Foit St George against the piudence of 
armmg would have been stronger eveiy day in exact piopoi- 
tion to the piogiess of Tippoo’s piepaiations The danger, 
therefore, of takmg any steps for om defence would have m- 
creased with the probability of the attack , and the moment 
must ultimately have armed in winch we should have been 
compelled either to assemble oui army undei circumstances 
of augmented danger, or to abandon aU hopes of resistance 

My judgment clearly was, and is, that the eaihest possible 
effort to recovei oui means of repelling the enemy must be 
at all tunes the safest step which could be taken Having 
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held this opinion even befoie the commencement of om pie- 
paiations, I now feel still moie stiongly the absolute neces- 
sity of uigmg them with eveiy piacticable degiee of despatch, 
until we shall be in a state to meet Tippoo in the field eithei 
for piuposes of offence oi of defence 

The engagements which Tippoo has contiacted with the 
French, and the public proofs which be has given of his 
readiness to receive m Mysoie as large a force as they can 
furnish, arc circumstances which foim a new featuie m our 
political situation in India The intercepted correspondence 
between M Dubuc and Tippoo contams an additional proof 
of the nature of Tippoo’s connection with the French, as 
well as of his present views. On then part the French have 
not only manifested every intention to cooperate with Tippoo, 
but I am bound to conclude, from all the intelligence winch I 
have been enabled to obtain, that they have actually fitted 
out considerable armaments with a view of reaching India, 
either by the Cape of Good Hope, or through the Ked Sea, 
or bj a combined attempt thiough both passages If they 
should attempt the passage by the Cape, and should succeed 
in eluding the vigilance of our fleets (an event at least possi- 
ble) they might land upon the coast of Malabar a force which 
would become foiraidable to us in an unprepared condition. 
On the other hand, it is hardly to be supposed that with our 
army in the field, on the coast of Malabar, it would be piac- 
ticable for the French to convey, by the Cape of Good Hope, 
without interruption from our fleets, any force so considerable 
as to be a subject of alarm to us 
I have just now leaint, though from doubtful authority, 
that the Fiench obtained possession of Alexandria in the 
month of June, combining this report wrth the news received 
from Europe of the sailing of the fleet from Toulon towards 
the middle of May, the event, however extiaoidmaiy, is not 
impiobable If the French really have taken Alexandria, 
difficult as the attempt may be, I conclude that they will omit 
no exertion to assist Tippoo,* and, at least, wiU use every 
means to instigate him to war The terror of then victory 
in Egypt (wheie I hear they have made an immense slaugh- 


* See Napoleon Buonaparte’s letter to Trppoo fiom Egypt in the 
Appendix 
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tei) ’Vill greatly seive then cause m India, and perhaps elate 
Tippoo so highly as to induce him to commence hostilities 
My infoimation, howevei, leads me to believe that even 
without meeting any opposition m Egypt, the Fi ench could 
not reach India from thence in any numbeis foi a consideia- 
hie time, and that if a vigilant ciuize of three oi four ships 
could he estabhshed off the Straits of Babelmandel, it would 
he neaily impiacticable for any vessels which the Fiench 
could collect in the Red Sea to force a passage through the 
Stiaits But I am not yet apprized whethei the Admiial will 
he able to provide for this object without abandoning the 
protection of the tiade of Bombay and of the coast of Ma- 
labar It appeals possible that a pait of the aimament from 
Toulon maybe destined for India direct, while the remaindei 
shall operate in Egypt, a squadron leaving the Mediterra- 
nean with this view before the end of May might have entered 
the Red Sea before the Admiial can have occupied the Straits 
of Babelmandel This is not, I trust, a probable, but it is 
far from an impossible event, and its consequences would be 
to remove a mam obstacle to the operations of the French 
against Indiafiom Egypt Whether, theiefore, the opeiations 
of the Flench against India be directed through the ordmaiy 
passage by the Cape of Good Hope, or through the Red Sea, 
01 through both, it is equally incumbent on us to mamtain 
Bombay and Malabai in a respectable posture of defence I 
have already suggested the possibihty of Tippoo’s mind being 
so elevated by the first account of the Fiench successes in 
Egypt as to break out into immediate hostilities These con- 
siderations apply not only to the necessity of keeping the 
field in Malabai, but to that of contmuing the aimy in the 
Carnatic m a state of forward preparation 

On the noith-western frontier of India a greater piohabrhty 
appears, than has yet existed, of the approach of Zemaun 
Shah Gholam Mahommed, the RohiUa Chief, who was the 
leader of the rebellion m I794i, is returned mto Rohilcund 
with a mission from the Shah, and is endeavouimg to excite 
the Rohilla Chiefs to commotion This premature step, al- 
though a strong mdication of the serious intentions of the 
Shah, will, I trust, enable me to give an immediate check to 
the spirit of revolt in that qiiartei, from which he would have 
derived great assistance m any attempt upon the frontier of 
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Oude With this view, I have invested Sir James Craig 
with the command of the tioops in the Viziei’s dominions, 
and I have diiected the corps stationed at Futteh Ghur to 
advance into Rohilcund for the puipose of securmg the per- 
sons of the leadeis of the projected revolt, and of erasing 
the seeds of commotion before they shall have gained any 
height Even after this object shall have been accomplished, 
it will still be necessary to maintain a large force on the fion- 
tiei of Oude, as long as any danger of Zemaun Shah’s ap- 
proach shall exist 

The necessity of protecting Ceylon, and also our various 
acquisitions in the Eastern Seas, has dimmished our disposa- 
ble force at Madras, and in some degree at this Presidency 

If the French should be enabled to reach the coast of 
Malabar with any considerable force, I am persuaded that 
one of their first objects would be to seize Goa, as being the 
strongest place and the best harbour in which they could rea- 
dily establish themselves in that part of India From Goa 
they would have the power, with great advantage, of afibid- 
ing assistance to Tippoo, as well as of leceivmg, ftom time to 
tmre, whatever succour might be furnished from their newly 
acquired dominions in Egypt 

Having at a very early period foreseen the importance of 
Goa, I have already obtained much information on the sub- 
ject from Mr Duncan and General Stuait, and I mean to 
direct them to endeavour to take the most effectual means for 
protecting it against any attempt of the French This ope- 
ration may possibly require a considerable force If the 
Peishwa should revert (as I trust he wiU) to his former wish 
for the aid of a subsidiary force fiom the Company, this ser- 
vice will also become an additional caU upon our army at 
Bombay The combination of all these circumstances, on 
every side of India, will probably lequue an increase of our 
force at all the Presidencies You will observe, howevei, 
that the greater part of the expense of this augmentation at 
Fort St George and Bombay will be defiayed by the Nizam 
and by the Peishwa , and by referring to my letter to the 
Secret Committee, under date the 3id October, you will per- 
ceive that it IS my intention to provide for the expense ot the 
augmentation of our army in the province of Oude by a pro- 
portionate reduction of the Viziei’s piesent militaiy establish- 
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ment, and by charging him with the pay of our incieased 
force 

It IS my intention, hy the ship which caiiies this despatch, 
to lepresent to Loid Macaitney and to Su Hugh Chiistian 
the necessity of then contiihuting to the defence of tlie coast 
of Malabar, provided they shall be satisfied that the effoits 
of the French aie directed solely to India, and that no attack 
is to he apprehended against the Cape I should hope that, 
undei such ciicumstances, we might expect to receive from 
the Cape the assistance of seveial ships of war, and, at least, 
one regiment of European mfantiy, before the end of the 
month of Febinary I also place gieat lehance on youi vi- 
gilance and alaciity, being peisuaded that my letteis from 
the Cape, M. Malartic’s proclamation, and the movements of 
the French towards India, will have concuiied to induce you 
to reinfoice the aimy and navy in this quaitei My endea- 
vouis shall be directed to keep our expenses on the lowest 
possible scale consistent with the peiinanent secuiity of oui 
possessions. 

Whatever may be the result of this ciisis, I trust that youi 
opinion and that of my fiiends at home will be, that I have 
not been deficient, eithei in diligence oi zeal, foi the public 
service My health is now, and has been thioughout the 
whole of the ramy season, much more favourable than I have 
remembeied it for some yeais past in England, a circum- 
stance remarkably fortunate under so gieat a piessure of 
business I am confident that the ultimate issue of this alaim 
wiU be prospeious to our alFaiis, but I do not appiehend 
that I shall find myself oppressed by the laboui to which any 
turn of our foitune may subject me , my nund would be per- 
fectly composed, if I could expect to meet a correspondent 
disposition in those who must be chaiged with the execution 
of my orders I refer you to my secret and confidential let- 
ters foi an explanation of my apprehensions on this pomt, 
the sole object of my anxiety, and the only leal peril in the 
piesent situation of India. 

Beheve me, &c 

Mornington, 

P S, I have annexed to this letter two papers drawn up by 
Captain Malcolm, late Town Majoi of Foit St George, one 
on the state of Tippoo’s aimy and resouices, the othei a ge- 
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neral view of oxu piesent political situation. The latter is 
cuiious as Captain Malcolm had not seen ally of my letters or 
minutes on the same subject, and only knew that a detach- 
ment was ordered to Hyderabad I had no knowledge of 
Captam Malcolm, noi was he recommended to me before I 
met him at Fort St George , he is a veiy promising young 
man I have appomted him Assistant to the Resident at 
Hydeiahad 


No LXXIX 

St} J H Cl aig to the Earl of Mot mngton 
My Lord, Cawnpore, 13tli October, 1798 

The letter fiom my Kurnaul coi respondent, to which I have 
alluded to in my public letter, is prmcipally on the subject of 
Gholaum Mahommed, whose motions I have diiected him to 
watch After, however, mentionmg the construction of the 
budge ovei the Attock, he adds — 

“ A constant inteicouise is maintamed between the Clnefs 
of the Siek nation and those of the Mahrattas. The former 
are all at then stations ” 

I have wiitteii to him foi a fiirther explanation, and have 
directed him to make particular enquiry, as far as may be in 
his power, as to the piobabihty of the two people entei mg 
into an alhance to oppose the Shah, and more especially as 
to the disposition of the Seiks, and how far they are umted 
among themselves, for that purpose. I have also written in 
the same terms, on the latter subject, to my fiiend at Amrut- 
su In the meantime I have foi warded the account to Co- 
lonel Collms as, if these people should really have an inten- 
tion of entermg into a defensive league against the common 
enemy, it may be much facilitated I thmk by its being known 
that your Loidship is wiUmg to be a party m it, whilst that 
circumstance will undoubtedly have a tendency to mspue 
them with a httle more confidence m the foice of any treaty 
that may take place between them, than is otherwise likely to 
exist betwixt inveterate enemies, each knowmg the other to 
be capable of eveiy treachery 

Not having the honoui to be known to youi Loidship, it 
may now be necessary that I should assure you that I am not 
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apt ifo obtiude opinions, oi to step out of my sphere in the 
piesuniption of offeimg advice The only merit to which I 
lay any claim is that of an ardent zeal in the seivice of my 
countiy, but I wish not that it should be intempeiate, and if 
I assume the hheity, on this occasion, of co'n.tmmng & pnvate 
coirespondence with youi Toidship, you owe it to the honoui 
which you did me m your flist lettei by the frankness of 
winch I was led to beheve that it would be leceived by your 
Loidsliip piecisely in the light in which alone I can assuie 
you It is ventured upon 

I have not heaid from Colonel Colhns since he left this foi 
Futtygbui In the conversation that I had with him here I 
endeavoured to impress him with a conviction of the neces- 
sity of his losing no time in enteiuig into the negociation with 
which he is charged, and I am suie he was himself sensible 
of It , but smce we have such good reasons for beheving that 
the Shah has actually begun his march, so far as to be on 
the banks of the Attock upwards of twenty days ago, I now 
feel it to be of double iinpoitancc that he should proceed 
without an instant’s delay I am concerned to have to say, 
that from all the information I can get, and I have made 
every inquuy m my power, I am led most fiimly to beheve 
that the Seiks, if left to themselves, wdl not make any oppo- 
sition at all to the Shah’s approach , or if they do, that it 
will be very feeble. I believe, indeed, that the power of the 
Seiks rests veiy much upon opinion, and that in the day of 
trial the delusion will appeal, I neither beheve them to be 
so numerous, oi so haidy, as they have been represented, 
although sufficiently so to lord it ovei the real inhabitants of 
the countiy, foi I make no doubt that your Loidship is awaie 
that the Seiks are not the fortieth part of the inhabitants of 
the distiict over which they have established then dominion. 
The mass of these are a mixture of Mussulmen and Hindoos , 
the former of which fiom eveiy motive, and the latter in de- 
testation of the oppressions of their present Lords, will le- 
joice in the Shah’s approach Nothing I beheve can produce 
any important exertion from the Seiks but a junction with 
the Mahrattas, and giving even ciedit to the letter from 
Kurnaul, whatever appearance it may cany of the probability 
of such an event, I still imagme it will be with difficulty ac- 
comphshed, hut iindei your Lordship’s auspices , hut I much 
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doubt the ability of the Mahiattas themselves to assemble in 
time such a foice as will give confidence to the others Theie 
IS no appeal ance of it that I canyetheai of, they are quaiel- 
hng among themselves at Delhi, without seeming much to 
thmk of the dangei with which they are thieatened The 
Attockisbut a little better than 400 coss fiom Delhi, a space 
that may with the utmost ease be maiched in six weeks, and 
that without adveiting at all to the celeiity with which the 
Shah’s aimy is repoited to move If, (and it is no veiy im- 
piobable supposition) despising the Seiks, whose behavioui 
in 1796 was no ways such as to give him cause to hold them in 
high estimation, the Shah should adopt a bold step, and, 
leavmg a corps of troops to keep them in awe, he should move 
on with lapidity, in the view of anticipating the Mahrattas at 
Delhi, he may be theie m a time, that I almost tremble to 
thmk of It is not utterly impossible, my Loid, that he might 
anticipate our preparations , though it is indeed hai dly to be 
expected that, entertaining the same opinion of the Mahrattas 
as that which I have supposed him to do of the Seiks, he should 
venture to leave them behind in oidei to attack us, especially 
before the folds of the Ganges are open. Howevei, I wish to 
shew the expediency of exeition and activity on our pait The 
extent to which it is meant to cany the aimy being ascertained, 
the tioops that aie to compose it should be immediately assem- 
bled, not in the slow piogiess of the oidinaiy lehef, whenbatta- 
lionreheves battahon, but the utmost expedition should be used 
in it The ordnance and stores should be huiiied up in some 
very unusual way, unless it can be fuimshed fiom Chunai, as 
I have suggested to the Commander-m-Chief , and, above all, 
some steps should be adopted, with respect to fui thei aiiange- 
ment, that might preclude the necessity of a daily lefeience 
to the present seat of Government 

I know not what to say with lespect to the Nabob’s tioops, 
I would be content that they should be useless, but I dread 
then being dangerous, unless some step is taken with regard 
to them I should be almost as unwillmg to leave them be- 
hind me as I should be to leave a fortress of the enemy The 
Nabob is highly unpopulai , and of all his subjects,! beheve he 
would least expect attachment from his aimy I fear much that 
it IS too late to reap any benefit from the ariangement which 
your Loidship proposes with respect to them, and if we 
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aliouM be called to the fiontiei I doubt whethei it may not 
be hazardous to attempt to reduce them We shall have of 
ouiselves too many recruits in oui lanks, uideed, a numbei 
that will veiy much weaken the dependence to be placed in 
our battalions On this subject I feel that I tread on tender 
ground , but I write to yom Loidslup in the confidence of a 
piivate communication Neither the discipline of the army, 
or the knowledge of the officers, aie such as to admit of oui 
being insensible to othei disadvantages We are to expect a 
iiumeious and feiocious enemy, undisciplined and disoideily, 
but impetuous in their attacks, and rapid in then movements, 
— aboundmg in cavahy, and actmg in a countiy the most 
favourable to that arm, wheie, if we can secuie one flank, it 
will be a fortunate position Agamst them our reliance must 
be on OUI artillery, and on the steadiness of om infantry, — 
where discipline should keep tliemfiim in tbeir ranks, and 
where confidence in their advantages should teach them not to 
shimk undei the impression of a tumultuous chaige of ca- 
valry, the circumstance of all others the most hkely to affect 
the mind of a young soldier, while the knowledge of the offi- 
cers, and the previous teaming of the corps, should ensuie 
the abihty of movmg with the utmost piecision and rapidity, 
and of forming m every duection, to resist a suriounding 
cavahy Battahons, with full one-third of recruits, are little 
equal to this desciiption in its fiist part, and truth compels 
me to say that I have not yet seen one that came any where 
neai it in the latter. 

Your Lordship will do me justice in helievmg that I do not 
mean to hold out discouiagement by this desciiption We 
must act, and we must make the best of the tools m our 
hands. My view is, that your Lordship may he awaie of the 
tiue state of the army, which it is at least possible that you may 
not become through any othei channel , three-fourths of them 
with whom your Lordship may converse do not themselves 
know it, and the othei fouith will not confess it. There is a 
third class of people which youi Lordship may meet, — and it 
is a numerous one, even in my own profession, — who eithei 
4 o, 01 affect to, hold in contempt the idea of the necessity of 
its hemg otheiwise. It is a fact, howevei, past controversy, 
that within these four years, and owing to these very cucum- 
stances of want of disciphne and knowledge, the fate of our 
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Empire in India piobably hung by a thread of the shglitest 
textine , since even the impetuosity of the enemy ought na- 
tuially to have led to the very advantage which his ignorance 
would not peinut his being sensible of. 

Oui stores aie utterly mcompetent to any foiwaid move, 
such as I have ventured to suggest as justifiable, if coopera- 
tion with the Mabrattas can be purchased by it Oui pro- 
portion of musquet ammunition is 120 rounds per man, and 
that for the small aims of the cavaliy is 40 , with this I most 
certainly would not venture to stir a step from the Ganges, 
and how we are to get up more, in the time in which I think 
It is probable that it may be requisite for us to do so, I know 
not , I have wiitten in strong teims to the Commandei-in- 
Chief upon the subject. Foi oui artillery we have 800 
rounds, but that is, if possible, still less equal to what we 
ought to have, at least in a depdt, to which we could have a 
much more ready access than we have to Chunai or Allaha- 
bad The latter should be our grand dep6t, m which should 
be lodged a quantity of stoies of every species, equal to eveiy 
possible emergency, while a field depot fed continually fiom 
it, should move successively from post to post as we advance, 
and be always at hand to renew our deficiencies Upon the 
whole, do not, my Lord, consider it as piesumption if I say 
that I feel a gieat deal more arrangement to be necessaiy 
than appears to me to occur to others as such It is an easy 
thmg to put the whole upon the issue of one battle, and un- 
fortunately it IS the mode which is attended with the least 
tiouble 

I really beg youi Lordship’s pardon for this long and very 
free mtrusion , but my apology is already ofiered in the fore 
part of my letter, and I shall therefore say no more, but that 
I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

J H Craig 
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Sir J H Ciaig to the Em I of Mormngton 
My Lord, Cawnpore, 13tli Octobei, 1798 

On the 10th inst I foiwaided to the Commandei-m-Clnef 
the original of a letter wluch I received fiom a coiiespondent 
at Amiutsir, which tends to coiioboiate the information which 
Colonel Collins leceived fiom Delhi, and forwarded to youi 
Lordship by e\piess on the 6tb, and yesterday I had anotliei 
letter fiom a man who I have stationed at Kuinaul with an 
establishment of hurcarrahs, who also confirms that account, 
with the addition that a bridge was constructing over the 
Attock 

Considering the fact as established, for I can see no reason 
to doubt it, that the Shah is on the banks of the Attock, I 
should feel myself extremely happy if I had any instructions 
by which I could guide myself on the occasion Yoiu Lord- 
ship and the Government have done me the honour to vest 
me with the general command of the army m the field, but I 
must request the pei mission to observe, that it has been 
without one fine of direction by which I can form a judgment 
of the extent to which I may use my disci etion m that com- 
mand, 01 of the powers with which it was intended to entrust 
me in the exeicise of it, I feel myself to be so totally inca- 
pable of startmg difficulties for the purpose of embarrassment, 
that I am unwilhng even to be exposed to the suspicion of it 
I therefore most solemnly assure your Lordship that in 
making this observation, my sole view is, to point out the ex- 
pediency of guaidmg against the possibility of my counter- 
acting the views of Government, through ignorance, or 
possibly from over zeal, at the same time feehitg evei’y 
moment to be of the utmost importance, in the present cnsis, 

I should regret exceedingly to find that I had neglected a 
measure fiom not knowing that it was intended to vest me 
with the power of adopting it I am far, my Lord, from 
shrinking from lesponsibihty, but I wish not to be chatged 
with It, at so great a hazard as must he incurred, under the 
total Ignorance of what is expected from me 
I have just written to the Commander-in-Chief to acquaint 
him, that if I got any intelligence upon which I can rely, that 
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the Shah has actually maiched from the Attock towaids La.- 
hole, before I am honoured with any instructions from him or 
fiomyoui Lordship, I shall immediately match with everything 
I can collect, except Geneial Stuait’s coips, to Anopsheer. 
As I take foi granted that the Commandei-in-Chief will com- 
mumcate that lettei to yom Loidship, it is scarcely necessaiy 
that I should entei into any detail of the leasons upon which 
I have judged it expedient to adopt this resolution 

I have already written seveial letteis to the Commandei- 
in-Chief, on the subject of the deficiencies under which we 
should laboui in the event of oui taking the field All those 
that regal d cattle and camels, I believe, I could supply heie, 
but I have felt myself restiained by the Commander -in-Chief, 
havmg obseived in one of his letteis that measuies were 
taking on that subject at the I*iesidency I have also applied 
to Mr. Lumsden to ask the assistance of the Nabob in the 
aiticle of elephants, and though I have not yet received any 
oflScial answer, yet I have had great satisfaction, in a private 
letter, in which he tells me he thinks he can prevail upon 
him to give it us to some extent Othei deficiencies of am- 
munition and stoies, paiticularly musquet caitiidges, must 
come from below, and I veiy much feai can scaicely anive in 
time to be of any use. 

I have the honoui to be, with gieat respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient and 

Most humble Servant, 

J. H Craig. 


j No LXXXI. 

M om the Em I of Mornmgton to the Resident at Luchnoio 
Sir, Fort William, 18tli October, 1798 

In consequence of information I have received of a consi- 
derable deficiency in the carnage-cattle of the aimy in the 
field upon the fiontieis of his Excellency the Nabob Viziei’s 
dominions, I have deemed it expedient to apply to his Excel- 
lency for his assistance m this respect, and have accordingly 
addressed a lettei to him for that purpose, which will be for- 
warded to you by the Peisian tianslatoi You will lose no 
time in ascei taming the number and desciiption of deficient 
VOL r X 
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cauiage-cattle ftom the Commandei-m-Chief m the field, and 
apply to his. Excellency the Nabob for them accordingly 
I undeiBtandthat the deficiency is principally in elephants 
No arguments can be supposed necessaiy to obtain this 
aid fiom his Excellency, in promoting an anangement of 
which the immediate object is the piotection of his country 
You nail, howevei, assuie him, that the same oi an equal 
number of elephants and bullocks shall be restored to him 
when no longei leqnired foi the piesent seivice i 

I am, &c. ' 

Mornington 

No LXXXn. 

f}m fhc Eml of Mo)mngton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan 
Sm, Fort 'William, 24th Octobei, 17‘)S 

I have had the honoui to leceive your lettei of the 25th. 
Septemhei, and although the measures which you adopted 
in consequence of youi late advices fiom Suez, and the Gulph 
of Persia, have aheady obtained my public appiobation, yet 
It IS with gieat pleasuie that I embiace the present oppoi- 
tunity of repeatmg the high sense which I enteitain of the 
activity and judgment which have marked youi proceedings> 
not only m this mstance but on occasion of the piepaiations 
which had been previously rendeied necessaiy by the conduct 
of Tippoo Sultaun 

Although I hope we may still be able to avoid a war with 
that Prince, yet I continue to be of opinion that we must 
perseveie m our piepaiations, and take all our measures as 
if that calamity weie inevitable. With these sentiments I 
have determined not to relax, my endeavouis for remfoicing 
the aimy of the Carnatic fiom Bengal as speedily and to as 
gieat an extent as possible, and the Commander-m-Chief is 
now employed in framing a plan of eventual opeiations against 
the Sultaun, of which the immediate attack of Seiingapatftm 
must constitute the mam object. This plan will he cpmmu- 
nicated to you as soon as it shall he formed , in the 'mean- 
while I request that, having consulted General Stuart on the 
subject, you will as soon as possible let me know to what 
extent of foice, at what period, and from what points it will 
be in your power to cooperate with the 
m such an attack on the capital of Mysore 
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Adveiting to tlie dispeised state of Ins Majesty’s squadion 
in India, to the indispensable necessity of vigilantly guai ding 
the Malabai coast dm mg the piesent monsoon, and to the 
possibdity of oui expeiiencing some disappointment with ic- 
spect to the aiiival ol the naval leinfoi cement piomised fiom 
home, I considei it to be oui uigent duty to make eveiy 
piactical efFoit foi the purpose of increasing the Admnal’s 
means of fiustiating effectually the designs of the enemy in 
the Red Sea I shall accoidingly endeavoui to equip and 
despatch immediately some aimed ships fiom this poit, which 
I shall place at his disposal , and I desne that you will apply 
yourself to the same object without delay I should hope that 
the port of Bombay, with piopei exeition, might contiibute 
mateiially to the augmentation of the Admiial’s force It has 
occuired to me that gun-boats might be usefully employed 
against any small ciaft winch the enemy may have collected 
in the Red Sea, and if the Adniual (whom you will consult 
on this point) should be of the same opinion, I should hope 
you would not have much difficulty in supplying him I also 
wish you to considei, in conceit with him, whethei it would 
not be advisable, with a view to the moie effectual security 
of the Stiaits of Babel Mandel, to possess and foitify the 
small island of Peieim, winch I undeistand to be uninha- 
' oited 

I appiove of youi pioposed mission of Captain Wilson, but 
not having yet seen youi mstiuctions to that gentleman, I 
shall only observe that, in the event of his destioying any of 
the shipping or ciaft in the Red Sea, it will be necessaiy to 
satisfy the piopnetoxs of om deteimination to indemnify them 
faithfully foi all losses so incuiied 

Oui latest accounts of Zemaun Shah seaicely leave a doubt 
of his ha\ing actually maiched towards Hmdostan It is my 
intention to suggest to his Majesty’s mimstei at Constantinople 
the expediency of his endeavoui mg to engage the Poite to 
concui with us in exciting the luhng powei of Peisia to such 
measures as may alaim Zemaun Shah for the safety of his 
hei editary dominions, and may recall him hom the prosecution 
of his designs against the tranquillity of India In the mean- 
while it is my wish that you should take the earliest oppor- 
tunity of suggesting the same considerations anti objects to 
the English ministei with the Poite, oi through any othei 
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more expeditious channel If I am lightly infoimed, a hi othei 
of Zemaiin Shah is now at the Couit of Peisia this Pimce 
took refuge theie not long since, and he might possibly be 
found an useful instrument in foiwaiding a plan of the natuie 
m question 

Should you be of opinion that any advantage can be derived 
from the local knowledge oi qualifications of Mi Manesty, 
the Company’s Resident at Bussoiah, you have my peimission 
to employ him in the negotiations inPeisia, either sepaiately 
or in conjunction with Mehdy Ah Khan, as you may judge 
most advisable 

In order that this business may be impeded as little as 
possible by the delays necessarily aiising fiom leference to 
me, I authorize you to furnish Baba Khan, or whoevei may 
be the reigmng soveieign of Persia, with any number of field- 
pieces, as well as any quantity of military stores, which you 
can safely spaie, whenevei the communications of Mehdy Ah 
Khan, oi of Mi Manesty, shall afford you leason to believe 
that the Government of Persia is smceiely disposed to make 
a seiious diversion in oui favoiu, by menacing the dominions 
of Zemaun Shah 

With a view to the same object, I must repeat my desire 
that you will immediately employ aU piacticable means of 
exciting the people of Sinde, and any othei tribes occupying 
the countries which border on Moultan and Candahai, to 
alarm Zemaun Shah for the safety of his possessions in those 
quarters These people have been stated to be generally 
ripe for revolt against the authoiity of the Shah , and possibly 
they might be induced, by a liberal supply of aims and am- 
munition, and by the countenance of this Goveinment, to 
take advantage of his absence in Hind ostan I undeistand 
that such supplies might be conveyed to them through Kutch 
and up the river Indus, but you will, of course, be in posses- 
sion of the best mfoimation on this head 

You will easily judge how anxious I must be in the present 
ciisis to obtain the fullest and eailiest advices from Europe, 
as well as fiom your side of India I hope, therefore, that 
you will have the goodness to forward to me, as speedily as 
possible, whatever newspapers or other accounts may leach 
you, and I request that you will always send, not extracts, 
but the whole of the despatches and letters on public alFaii s 
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from the several raimsteis, agents of the Company, oi othet 
officeis with whom you couespond 

I am, &c &c 

Mornington. 


No LXXXIII 

Lord Clive to the Earl of Morning ton 
(Piivate ) 

My Lord, Foit St Geoige, 24th October, 1798 

It being the wish of this Government, in making the revi- 
sion of its establishments, according to your Lordship’s orders 
of the 6th August, to follow as neaily as cucumstances wiU per- 
mit, the mode of proceeding fixed upon m Bengal foi effecting 
the same object, and doubts having aiisen in the Council with 
lespect to the poweis intended to be given to the Committee 
appointed by youi Loidship, I have been desired to iec[uest 
you will have the goodness to acquaint me whethei it was your 
Loidship ’s design to confine the Committee, of which you aie 
the Piesident, in its repoit to the use, pi ogress, and pre- 
sent actual state of estabhshinents and resources, oi whethei 
it was your intention that the Committee should, in addition 
to this labour, report its opinion upon such reduction of ex- 
pense in the present existing establishments, as may be 
thought salutary and advisable, or upon such increase of re* 
venue and lesouice as may be deemed practicable, and far- 
ther, whether, undei any apparent cucumstances of advantage 
to the service, or of able and laborious exertion, it is undei - 
stood the Committee may lecommend any inciease of salary 
or expense In consequence of the settled state of the wea- 
ther, and of the disappearance of all signs of the bieaking of 
the monsoon, General Hams, yesterday, gave it as his opi- 
nion in Council, that the battering tiam might be ordered to 
set out for Velloie Directions'have been accordingly given, 
and I have been assured by some of the gentlemen of the 
imhtaiy board, who I met this moining at the arsenal, that 
the fiist division of six eighteen poundeis, with a quantity of 
ammunition, will be ready to move on Fiiday evening or 
Saturday moirang, and a second division m about tliiee days 
afterwards. His Highness the Nabob lends foiii elephants, 
which may prove of great use in case theie should be a heavy 
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fall of lain before the guns, leaeh then destination The im- 
poitant and gloiious news of Sii Hoiatio Nelson having, with 
till! teen sail of the line, totally defeated the Toulon fleet of 
the same nutnbei of ships of the line undei Admiral de Brueys, 
in the Bay of Beguiei, near Rosetta, taking nine, two having 
blown up, and two only vnth two fiigates, having effected 
then escape, has filled this settlement with joy With cordial 
congiatulations, and with the greatest lespcct and esteem, 
I have the honor to be, my Lord, 

Yom Lordship’s most faithfiil Servant, 

Clive 


No LXXXIV 

Fi OM Tippoo Sultmin to the Right Hon the Govei noi Genei al 

[Received 24th October, 1798 

The Talooks of Ameera and Soula, in which Cauntmungle 
and Coloorhachee aie situated, have belonged to Couiyal 
(Mangalore) from the year Rajah 1070 Mohummuddee to the 
end of the year Sliadab 1326, a term of 156 yeais Thiity- 
sis yeais ago a body of 2,000 Cooiga peons were employed 
m service of the State, and some villages in the Talooks above 
mentioned, yielding 3,423 pagodas, continued foi a short time 
to be assigned foi then pay, but since six and thirty yeais 
that even has ceased This trivial afifaii can only be ascribed 
to the tuibulent disposition of interested men, who by natuie 
are ever seeking opportunities of sowing the seeds of dissen- 
tion Of this I am confident your Lordship must be well con- 
vmced the person who is now m Cooiga is not of the posterity 
of the Coorga Rajahs but of a different stock 
Constantly gratify me with fiiendly letters 
P, S Mr Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, has written 
to me, that two persons of integrity and ability, from among 
the civil ofiiceis (Talookdais) on the coast of Malabai, have 
been deputed to mquire into the claims of the above-men- 
tioned Talook, and will shortly arrive Orders have been 
issued from my Siicai also, nominating Shaikh Shahaubuddien 
and Meet Mohummed Ally, persons of mtegiity and honour, 
to negociate with the deputies above-mentioned, and ascer- 
tain, from recoxds and facts, the dependency of the above- 
mentioned Talooks on Couiyal 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Tinnslator to Govt 
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No LXXXV 

The Eml of Moimngton to Lieut -Colonel John Collins, Resident with 
Dowlut Row Scintbah 

gjjj^ Fort William, Octobei 26, 1798 

I have received youi letteis of the dates lefened to in the 
maigin^ 

If ciicumstances admitted of oui foimmg a defensive alliance 
with Dowlut Row Scindiah against Zemaun Shah, it would 
not he difficult to convince Scindiah of the expediency of in- 
diicmg the Rajepoots and Seiks to join in the league, and it 
niighUiot he impossible to peisiiade liiin to offei to them ad- 
vantages of some impoitance, eithei in the foim of a lemission 
ot tiibute 01 of an extension of territoiy Some concession 
of this kuid on the pait of Scindiah, joined to apiomise of 
oui employing oiii. tiiendly offices to compose any diffeiences 
which might heieaftei aiise between him and the Rajepoots or 
Seiks, would constitute as great a benefit as these powers 
could reasonably expect fiom a political connection with the 
Company, the immediate object of which is no othei than to 
lepel a common dangei, oi lathei a dangei much moie formi- 
dable to their inteiests than to ours 

Unfoitunately, howevei, the ciicumstances of the moment 
affoid but a famt piospect of oui being able to effect such an 
arrangement The piobabihty of Scmdiah’s early retuin to 
.Hindostan is incieased, but it is still unceitain whethei his 
arrival within his own dominions will be eaily enough foi oui 
purpose, apd (notwithstanding my expectations expressed m 
a former letter, I am now inclined to think that) it is still more 
doubtful whether, at the moment of his return, the state of 
his authority and resources wiU be such as to waiiant any 
gieat hope of advantage to the Company from a foimal de- 
fensive alliance with him agamst Zemaun Shah 

Under these ciicumstances, the utility of formal defensive 
engagements, even with Scindiah himself, cannot be detei- 
nuLd without a fuU knowledge of the actual state of his 
authority at the time of his return fiom the Deccan ihe 
alternative which I had consideied m my foimer despatches 
was, that either of the total rum or of the eflectual lestoiation 

* 5th 7th, 11th and 16th Oitobei 
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of Scindiah’s power But the existing case is of a nature dif- 
ferent from either of those which 1 had foreseen, and, in the 
present ciisis, the uncertainty of Scindiah’s affairs suspends 
the situation of every Mahiatta chief now lemammg in his 
dominions. Although Amhajee appears to possess a consi- 
deiable degree of piesent weight and powei, and of the con- 
fidence of his master , he is still no more than the chief of 
one division of Scmdiah’s army engaged in open war with 
anothei, which he, Amhajee, must reduce completely under 
his authority before he can he in a condition to coopeiate with 
us against the common enemy, with such a force as would 
justify us m forming separate defensive engagements with 
him 

By the latest accounts fiom the Resident at Poonah, it 
seems probable that Dowlut Row Scindiah will find it expe- 
dient to leinstate Baloo Tantia in the chief management of 
his affaiis, in such an event, the authority at piesent exer- 
cised by Ambajee would be superseded by a new commission, 
which would probably be granted to his most active oppo- 
nents, the partizans of Baloo Tantia. Such a resolution must 
occasion fresh dissensions among the officers of Scindiah in 
Hindostan, and the mvasion of the country by Zemaun Shah 
would not tend to favour the arrangement of such a scene of 
confusion 

In this state of thmgs, I see no ground to hope foi any 
advantage from defensive engagements with Ambajee, even 
concluded under the appiobation of Dowlut Row, who, how- 
ever, has never notified (to my knowledge) the delegation of 
his authoiity in Hindostan to Ambajee Foi the present, 
therefore, m the event of the Shah’s approach to the frontier 
of our ally the Vizier, we must confine our military operations 
to a system of defence, and we must in no case pass beyond 
the limits of his Excellency’s dommions, unless such a forward 
movement should be deemed, by the Commandmg Officer of 
our army, necessary foi the protection of the frontier, either 
of Oude or of our own provinces 

I do not mean by this determination to preclude myself, m 
the event of Scindiah’s return to Hindostan, from entering 
into such defensive engagements with him against the Shah 
as may consist with the principles on which my overture to 
him at Poonah was founded, and with the actual state of las 
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authoiity and resources at the time of his return, on the con- 
trary, whenevei I shall learn that Scindiah has moved towards 
his own domimons, I shall instruct you how to proceed with 
him according to the state of his affairs at the moment In 
the meanwhile I desire that, in commumcatmg with Ambajee 
or with any other person exercising the powers ofDowlut 
Row in the absence of the latter, you will not proceed farther 
than to encourage and advise him to oppose the most effectual 
resistance in his power to the threatened invasion, acquainting 
him with the determination of this Government, to omit no 
effort or precaution necessary to the defence of the Vizier’s 
dominions I think it propei also, that you should foi the 
piesent confine yourself in your coiiespondence with the 
Seiks and Rajepoots to the same general principles To 
satisfy them that the Shah will meet with the most steady op- 
position from us m the piosecution of his ambitious projects 
may produce the effect of stimulating them to an equally 
vigoious resistance 

I cannot believe that M Perron would be likely to give a 
cordial support to any cause which we might favour We 
must nevei forget that he is a Frenchman, and that many of 
the officers in command under him are of the same nation 
In the event of our negotiating hereafter any defensive en- 
gagements with Dowlut Row, leading to a cooperation oi 
junction of oui forces, the necessity which I should feel for 
piovidmg against any treachery on the part of the French m 
his service, would constitute a pimcipal embarrassment in the 
conduct of the treaty, and would form an object of the first 
consideration 

I appiove of youi havmg declined to comply with the wish 
of Shah AUum, and I wish you to avoid all intercourse with 
his Majesty during the absence of Scmdiah from Hmdostan. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington 
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No LXXXVI 
(Private,) 

The Eml of Mofningtonto Sii J H Cimg,KB 
Sir, Fort William, October 27, 1798 

I have the honoui to acknowledge the leceipt of yom 
letters of the ^6th Septembei, and 2nd, 3id, 6th, and 13th 
instant, and also of aniemoii containing much valuable infoi- 
mation, and many judicious and foicible lemarks The whole 
tenor and spnit of your piivate communications, manifest a 
zeal and anxiety foi the public inteiests, which demands my 
unqualified applause, and which caimot fad to prove highly 
beneficial to any seivice on which you may be employed As 
you must be awaie of the great extent and vaiiety of my nu- 
meious pubhc duties, I am peisuaded, that you wdl accept 
my coidial thanks foi yom suggestions as a sufficient testi- 
mony of ray real sense of theu importance and value , and 
that you will not suppose me either indiflPeient to then meiit, 
01 unpiepaied to avad myself of their utility, because I am 
not at liberty to enter into a detailed leview of the facts 
which you have collected, oi of the able conclusions which 
you have drawn fiom them I am particularly anxious to 
assure you, that nothing can he more acceptable to me, than 
the contmuance of a free communication of your opmions 
with the same umeseived confidence, which appeals in your 
private coriespondence with me. 

The uncertainty of Scmdiah’s return to Hmdostan, as well 
as of the condition of his authoiity and power whenever tliat 
event shall take place, renders it impossible at present to 
contract any foimal engagements with any of the poweis on 
the north western frontier of India Unless we could secure 
the efficient cooperation of Scindiah’s army, we should not be 
warranted to conclude engagements with him tendmg to 
draw our tioops beyond the limits of the position required 
foi our own exclusive defence The same principle applies 
with additional force to the precarious state of the Mahiatta 
Chiefs now exercising the Government, or contending foi it, 
during the absence of Scindiah 

The suggestions stated in my formei letter, with legaid to 
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the Seiks and Rajpoots, were not intended to refer to the 
possibility of any regular tieaty with them, unconnected with 
Scindiah, but merely to such general encouragement as (in 
the absence of Scindiah) might be offered to those poweis by 
our advice and amicable communication, and by the appearance 
of our aimy m the field, until the luin or the restoration of 
Scmdiah shall have been finally decided, oui intercourse with 
these poweis must be confined to such communications as I 
have desciibed 

The piogiess of the French arms in Egypt, oui actual 
situation with Tippoo, and the doubtful postuie of affaiis at 
Poonah, must contiact oui means of leinforcing the aimy 
under youi command We must therefore be satisfied, in 
the event of Zemaun Shah’s approach, with a system of 
opeiations strictly defensive I have, howevei, no reason to 
doubt, that your army will very soon be augmented to the 
number of nearly 20,000 men With this force, (which I 
will encrease if other calls should permit) I rely on youi abi- 
lity to afford a complete protection to the dominions of the 
Viziei, as well from mteinal commotion, as from foreign inva- 
sion If any circumstances should hereafter arise favorable to 
the extension of our system of defence, you will receive timely 
notice of the change (most earnestly desired by me) either 
from the Commandei-m-Chief, Mr Lumsden, or Colonel 
Collins The present state of affairs does not require me to 
trouble you with any moie particular instructions, you are 
the best judge of the position most eligible for the defence of 
the Vizier’s frontier, I will not ejpbayrass your judgement by 
any further limitation of your discretion, than must result 
from a strict adherence to the defence of the Vizier’s frontiei, 
leavmg it to you to decide, whether that object will be best 
attained by lemaming within the Vizier’s boundary, or by a 
more advanced position 

The Commander -m-Chief has apprized you to what extent 
I have been enabled to authorize him to adopt a part of the 
,veiy useful suggestions contained in yoru rnemou. 

With your piivate communication of the 13th, I had the 
honour ol receiving from you a letter of the same date,* which, 
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the earl of MORNINGTONj to 


Oct. 


although not addressed to me in council, I undei stand to be 
intended by you to foim a public document 

It is difficult to express the concern and sui prize with 
■which I read that lettei. 

My confidence in yop- tffients, activity, and public spirit, as 
well as my knowledge jif your readiness to take the geneial 
command of the ^rmy m the field, inj^uced me to entrust that 
charge to you This trust W|^ 'accompanied by a discretion- 
ary power of suspending the general lehef of the aimy, ac- 
cording to the exigency of the case , and you had been ap- 
prized, that the defence of the country in which you com- 
manded, was to supeisede every other consideration Under 
these ciicumstances, I was not aware, that you could feel any 
difficulty in deteimimng what would be expected from you; 
nothing more could be expected, than a defence of the fron- 
tier of Oude, compatible with the extent and condition of the 
force under youi command Less could not be expected 
from such an officer, and I had hoped that the anxiety which j 
I have manifested to facilitate the exertion of your talents, 
might have satisfied you, that I was neither disposed to ex- 
pect from you any effoit beyond the means which you pos- 
sessed, nor to charge you with any responsibility beyond the 
limits of your military duty No special instiuctions there- 
fore were given to you , because none were requisite to enable 
you to act in the event of Zemaun Shah’s approach The 
only case in which special mstructions to you could become 
necessary, was th^ of oui havmg formed defensive engage- 
ments with the boidermg powers. This case has not yet oc- 
curred, and my private correspondence as well as the com- 
mumcirtions of Colonel Collms, enabled you to ascertam the 
state of that question with an accuracy, which could not have 
been derived through any other channel With legaid to 
that part of ,the letter in question, which refers to the defi- 
ciencies of bullocks, camels, elephants, and ammunition, I 
know that the Commander-m-Chief, had actually taken the 
earhest possible steps for youi speedy supply, and I had 
written to the Vizier ?oi the express purpose of urging him 
to furnish you with whatever aid his establishment can afford. 
With this new of the subject, I trust, that the letter to which 
I refer was not the result of youi dehberate consideration, 
and I have therefore considered it as a private letter , I have 
not recorded it, and I have entered into a free discussion of 
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its contents with the facihty of a confidential communication. 

If, howevei, I should have mistaken youi intentions, you will 
correct ray eiior, and I shall then be reduced to the neces- 
sity of enteiing the lettei on th ^t^ ords, with the observa- 
tions which my public duty will, in case, demand 

A variety of concuirent accounts legl^ me to believe, that 
the French fleet off Alei^dri^ lvs_^stiffeie^sslt.«eveie blow 
flora our squadron, andiSP*" atfliy lias beeii checked in H 
Egypt by a Turkish and Arab foice My last despatches 
overland, dated the 22nd of June, promise a very considera- 
ble naval and mihtary lemfoiceraent in India, the airival of ' 
this foice may be expected veiy soon. It does not appear 
probable, that in the advanced state of our pieparations on 
the coast, and in the present condition of om alliances, 
Tippoo will venture to move without the actual cooperation 
of a French force If the French should even suimount their 
difficulties in Egypt, the navigation of the Red Sea and of 
the Indian ocean at this season is so tedious, that it appears 
highly improbable that they should anticipate the vigilance 
of our squadrons If I should learn the news of the defeat 
of the French in any authentic form, I wiU despatch it to you 
by express 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


No LXXXVn- V 

Lotd Chile to the Earl of Morning ton ^ 

My Lord, Fort St Gfeorge, 29 October, 1798 

Ml Petrie having communicated to me the contents of a 
lettei of the 22nd instant, by the desire of Captain Kirkpatrick, 
fiom that gentleman to him, which brings the infoimation of 
Monsieur Perron’s coips being disarmed, and the Fiench 
officers who lately commanded it being m the power of Colonel 
Roberts, I do not wait for an officiaj. confirmation to offer 
to youi Lordship my hearty congratulations upon events so 
fortunate foi the British inter est, and so honourable to your 
Lordship’s administration The happy issue of this decisive 
measuie will have relieved your mind, as it has mine fl’om a 
very consideiable degree of anxiety, and will enable me to 
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turn my ittention without embaiiassment to the execution of 
yarn Loidship’s oideis foi uigingon oui waihke piepaiations 
with the utmost zeal and alaciity 

I have the honour to be with smceie lespect and esteem, 

My Loid, youi Lordship’s, 

Most faithful seivant, 

Clive 


No LXXXVrn 

Oeneial Hams to the Earl of Moi lung ton 
My Dear Lord, Madias, 29th October, 1798 

Your kind favour of the 18th ultimo, would have been ac- 
knowledged the moment it was received, if I had only attended 
to the grateful feelings it occasioned, but convinced as I am 
how piecious every moment of youi Loidship’s time is to the 
public, I should not even now have mteirupted you if the 
great and important news fiom Hyderabad did not compel 
me to congratulate you on it Nevei was any event moie 
completely the work of an individual, than that has been youi 
Lordship’s, and much am I flatteied, that you should think 
the part you consigned to me was peifoimed with zeal and 
alaciity, which it certainly was, and will ever continue to be, 
while executing orders so pleasantly and clearly detailed 
It is a gland stroke, and I thmk will ensure all the rest of 
your excellent plan in the same bloodless style We aie 
going on with even encreased vigoui for this fillip The 
second ten batteiy guns sets off this day foi Velloie, and as 
the Monsoon still holds off, I am m hopes they will get there 
without being stopped by it Loid Clive is very zealous, 
and only wants to know yom Loidship’s wishes to have them 
executed With my warmest congratulations once more and 
those of my whole family added, on the complete success of 
yom Loidship’s policy, 

I am with gieat sinceiity, my deal Loid, 

Youi faithful and obliged seivant, 

George Harris 
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No LXXXIX 

The Hon F> ederio No) th to the Em I of Moi nington 
My Dear Loid, Colombo, October 29, 1798 

I have already had the honour of referring you for informa- 
tion concerning Ceylon to my fiiend Lieut -Colonel Agnevr, 
late Adjutant General on this Island, and meinher of the Com- 
mittee of Revenue He has lately been recalled to his duty on 
the coast, to my very great sorrow , for he was really my greatest 
comfort and assistance in this place His talents have been 
long distinguished nr his own profession, and they are univer- 
sal as they are eminent — indeed it will he difficult to find airy 
one who possesses abilities, civil, military, financial, commer- 
cial and diplomatic, in the degree which he does, and though 
I shall always most smcerely legiet his loss, it is a great satis- 
faction to me that he is recalled to the coast at a time when 
youi Lordship is at Madras, that Ins merit may be directly 
under your eye Adieu, my dear Lord, 

Believe me, with the greatest respect and regard, 
Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

Frederic North. 


No XC 

The Earl of Mo))imgtoii to Robert liioolte. Esq St Helena 
Sir, Fort Willium, 30tli October, 1798 

I have the honoru to acknowledge the receipt of youi let- 
ters of the 4th of April, and 10th of June, and I retuin yon 
many thanks foi the caie you have taken of my several des- 
patches and private letters by the Albion 

Youi representations respecting the Lascars serving on 
board ship are perfectly proper, and are now under my con- 
sidei ation 

I am much obliged to you for your suggestions with regard 
to the Sepoy Regiments 

I perfectly concur with you in opinion as to the advantages 
which might be derived from the possession of Monte Video. 
But besides the difficulty of transporting a large body of 
native tioops to such a distance, the present state of aftniis 
in this quarter renders the detachment of any part of oui 
force wholly impracticable 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington 
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The Hon Jonathan Duncan to the Sail of Moaning ton 

My LorDj Bombay, October 31, 1798 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter of the 8th instant, and beg to assuie youi 
Loidship that I shall stiictly observe the line theiein indi- 
cated in respect to Mehndi AIli Khan’s intended negociations 
with the luhng power of Persia, and endeavour, also, to dis- 
covei the means of exciting the natives occupying the Delta 
and the lower parts of the Indus towards a fuither diversion 
of Zemaun Shoah foice, in the view of counteiactmg his 
intentions respecting India. 

I have the lionoui to be, 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Seivant, 

Jonathan Duncin 


No. XCII. 

The Eat I of Morning tan to Captain J A hiihpatrich, Resident at 
Hydetdbad 

Sir Port Willittm, November 2n(l, 1798 

I considet it as an object of the utmost importance, that 
every practicable piecaution should be taken to prevent any 
jealousy from being conceived by the Court of Hyderabad, 
in consequence of the gieat increase of oui subsidiaiy foice. 

For this purpose it is extremely desirable, that the conduct 
of our troops in their intercourse with the natives of the 
country, and particularly with the officers of his Highnesses 
Government should be of the most conciliatory nature, and 
should be so regulated as to form the strongest contrast wrth 
the arrogant and contumacious spirit of the French corps 
You will, therefore, apprize Lieut -Colonels Roberts and 
Hyndman of my particular anxiety on this subject, and you 
wdt signify to them my expectations, that they will take ef- 
fectual measures to prevent any such iiiegularities or mis- 
conduct in the officers or men under then respective com- 
mands, as might tend to create distrust and jealousy My 
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CAPTAIN KIRKPATRICK 


ivish IS that the Company’s army in his Highnesses service, 
should conduct itself with the utmost degiee of mildness to- 
wards his subjects, and of lespect towaids himself and his Mi- 
nisters, and that It should manifest the most pi ompt obedience 
to his 01 del s, according to the tenoi of the late subsidiaiy 
treaty 

I am, &c 
Mornington 
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The Em I of Mmningt 07 i to Thppoo Sultaun 

Fort William, 4th November, 1798 

You have doubtless leceived infoimation of anothei excess 
of that unjustifiable ambition and insatiable lapacity, which 
have so long marked the conduct of the French nation 
They have invaded Egypt, a countiy, fiom which they weie 
in no danger of molestation, and fioin whose Government, 
they could not even pietend to have leceived the slightest 
piovocation They have committed this act of violence m 
contempt of the treaties subsisting between Fiance and the 
Poite, and without any legaid to the acknowledged authority 
of the Grand Seignoi, so long established m Egypt Nothing 
can moie clearly expose their total disregaid of every prin- 
ciple of public faith and honour, than this unprovoked and 
unjustifiable aggies&ion, and it will no doubt afford satisfac- 
tion to every friend to justice and good faith, and particularly 
to every friend of the British natron, to hear, that by the 
success of his Majesty’s arms, the French have already suf- 
fered for then injustice and temerity Certain intelligence 
has just been received, that 13 sail of the hne, which had 
been employed in the expedition against Egypt, mounting 
1024 guns, and carrying about 10,000 men, bemg at anchor 
m the port of Beku, near Rosetta, at the mouth of the Nile, 
were attacked by an equal number of his Britannic Majesty’s 
fleet, an engagement took place, which terminated m the 
capture of mire ships of the French hne, two more were 
blown up, one of them of 118 guns, the French Admiral’s, 
and only two made then escape from the valour and skill of 
the British Admiral All communication being thus cut off 
VOL 1 Y 
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between Egypt and Em ope, the tioops who have landed in 
Egypt must m all piohfthdity peiish, eithci by famine oi by 
the swoid This veiy signal victoiy is to be ascribed to the 
justice of the British cause, and to the aid of divine piovi- 
dence, favouiing the gallantly of ourfoices, and punishing the 
injustice and impiety of oui adversary On the same assist- 
ance I lely with confidence foi a continuation of similai suc- 
cesses, and for the final tiiumph of his Majesty’s aims ovei 
a nation which has shewn itself to be the genei al enemy of 
mankind Confident from the union and attachment subsist- 
ing between us, that this intelligence will afford you sinceie 
satisfaction, I could not deny myself the pleasme of commu- 
nicating it 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstose, I am, &c 

Persian Translator to Govt MoRNINGTON 


No XCIV 

The Ead of Mo^mngton to Lotd Chve 

My Lord, FoitWilham, Sth Novembei, 1798 

The events of the last tliiee weeks have affoided mattei 
first of gieat alaim, and ultimately of satisfaction and proba- 
hie secuiity Yoiii Lordship found the lepoit of my Mou- 
lavi upon his leturn fiom the piophet’s tomb, confiimed by 
the intelligence from Bombay. My subsequent enqmiies 
leave no loom to doubt, that if the French could have 
reached Suez eaily in August, they might have found ciaft 
in the Red Sea for the conveyance of a large body of tioops, 
and tile passage fiom Suez to Mocha, and fiom thence to 
the coast of Makbai, would not have been difficult at that 
season The brilliant victory of the 1st of August, (a good 
day foi such a deed) piobahly checked then caieei, and 
saved Tippoo fiom the peiilous cpnsequences of then active 
suppoit But I do not yet think it impossible that the des- 
perate and enteiprizmg spirit of Buonapaite, exasperated by 
the nelv and mcieasiUg difficulties winch suiround him, may 
attempt to push foiwaid a foice to Malabar, noi is the suc- 
cess of such an attempt impossible, if it be not frustiated by 
the vigilance and powei of oiu fleet Undei this impression, 
I am now fitting out the Bail Howe, and Pnneess Chailotte, 
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and a large coiintiy ship, to act as armed ships under the 
orders of the Admiral, and I intend to despatch them, as soon 
as they shall be compleatly equipped, togethei with the 
Bombay fiigate, to Malabar I have oideied the Bombay 
Government to fit out such ships as they may be able to col- 
lect foi the same pui pose To your Lordship I have sent no 
pubhc communication on this subject, apprehending that at 
this season, you possess no means of contiibuting any assist- 
ance If, however, I should have been mistaken, you will 
have the goodness to arm whatever vessels you can furnish, 
and send them to the coast of Malabar, to be theie placed 
under the orders of the Admiral 

The secret despatch from England* must have afforded 
youi Loidship great satisfaction, m as much as it tended to 
shew the indispensable necessity of the measures, in the exe- 
cution of which you have borne so cordial and leady a pait 
To me it IS a matter of no disagieeable reflection to retrace 
all my late orders, and to find that I had not only antici- 
pated every point of the commands of my friends at home, 
before tbeu despatch had left England, but that my leason- 
mg, and all the variations and shades of my opinion, which 
have followed the changes of cucumstances in this quaitei, 
have coi responded in the most minute manner with then sen- 
timents and views In addition to this source of satisfaction, 
I now have the pleasiue to know, that I have lemoved one 
of those great obstacles to the vigorous piosecution of war 
against Mysore, of which the Secret Committee express a 
just apprehension, I mean the French army at Hyderabad 
The treaty of Hyderabad, and the fiist secret article were 
carried into full effect on the 22ad of October This is a 
most fortunate event, and will produce an encieased effect 
coming so close upon the steps of the recent victoiy at Beku. 
The last despatch from Colonel Palmer, opens a favourable 
prospect of the probable issue of affairs at Poonah. On the 
other hand, my last advices from the noithwestein frontier of 
Hmdostan, encourage an expectation that the thieatened in- 
vasion of Zemaun Shah, will not take place this yeai , even 
if it should, we are well prepared to meet it. 

Youi Lordship will perceive, that my object is to circum- 
vent Tippoo on all sides, by oui alliances at Hyderabad and 
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Poonali ; by oui fleet on the coast of Malabar , and by oui 
armies on that coast, and on the fiontiei of the Carnatic, 
eanying the stiength of both to the gieatest piacticable ex- 
tent Every effbit has been and will be employed by me to 
augment those armies, so as to enable them to undeitake the 
siege of Sermgapatam, within the comse of the appioachmg 
season, and to convince Tippoo of their ability to accomplish 
that important opeiation By these means, I tiust to bung 
him to leason, all otheis are hopeless, and if we should not 
be disappointed m oui leinfoicement fiom home, and if the 
fleet should not fail in vigilance, I think we may hope to sui- 
mount all om difficulties without the hazard of wai, and with 
the certainty of a considerable ultimate impiovement of oui 
security 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Mornington 


No XCV 

Ispencei Smith E^g to the Em I of Mornington 
My Lord, Constautmople, 7tli November, 1798 

In my past negotiations heje, you have eie this some proof 
in youi hands, that I have not been inattentive to the mteiests 
of your Loidship’s Government, and you may be assuied of 
my constant vigilance to keep the different piesidencies in 
India informed of all that passes heieahouts, which it may be 
interesting for them to know. As such, I now enclose to 
your Loidsliip the best account we have of the position of 
Buonapaite and of om fleet The foimei in the foim of his 
own despatches inteicepted on the coast of Syiia, the latter 
by Captain Hood’s despatch to myself, to which I have thought 
it worth while to add some of my latest English news-papers 
I am negotiating a tieaty of defensive alliance with this 
com t, upon the basis of that concluded with Russia, accord- 
ing to a counter pioject sent out to me in answer to the over- 
tuies of the Porte, made to me on the 28th July, and then 
sent home My biothei Sir Sidney Smith, is named to suc- 
ceed Admiial Nelson in the Levant , and is moreover joined 
with me 111 the full powei to sign the treaty if he ai rives in 
time, as it is piobable he may, being to communicate vei bally 
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With the Poite, befoie he attacks the French in Egypt, which 
he will do m the most vigoious and compi ehensive way 

The Flench Chaige d’dffaiiesheie,-B?#»,is with allhislega- 
tion in the Seven Toweis The different consuls, including 
Jambon St Audi 6, fiom Smyrna, with about 40 of the most 
dangeious demagogues and apostles, have been dispel sed in 
the several foiti esses of Amasia, Sinope, Samsoon, Tre- 
bisond, and Anapa, on the Black Sea The Tuikish and 
Russian fleets combmed have reduced Ceiigo, accepted the 
submission of Zante, and gaiiisoned Cephaloma, while All 
Pasha, governor of Yanina has pinged the slip of Ex-Vene- 
tian teriiitoiy, on the coast of Albania, by the well timed and 
successful attack with 10,000 men of all the French poits, 
such as Pievesa, Paiga, &c , including the capture of the 
active emmissary Genei al Rosa, one of Bonapai te’s aid-de- 
camps in Italy, and commandant at Prevesa, with several 
other officers, and about 250 men saved from the slaughter 
I shall say nothmg of English news, lefening yoiu Loidship 
foi that to the enclosed Oui spirits aie raised high by 
Nelson’s incomparable victory, and oui lesouices are great 
If the powers of the Continent can but be roused horn then 
stupid snpineness, we may yet oveithiow the monstei that 
has threatened us with general destruction Naples pro- 
fesses Itself to be ready, and even impatient to renew hosti- 
lities The Court of Vienna begins to acknowledge the 
necessity of a new wai The Russian auxiliaries aie ordered 
to mai ch From Prussia I feai little good is to be expected 
We may be even satisfied if no mischief be expeiienced 
From the Germanic body no vigor is to be hoped foi, such is 
then pusillanimity, that they submit without a lemonstrance 
to the repeated insults, and threats of France, whose con- 
tempt foi them is manifested by every new note tn crescendo. 

I hope youi Loidship approves my idea of the grand 
Signor’s and Viziei’s amicable exhoitation to Tippoo, any thing 
of this kind that I can lendei moie to the purpose, I should 
lejoice to accomplish according to your ideas 

I hare the honour to be, with perfect tiuth and regard, 
My Lord, youi Loidship’s, 

Very obedient humble servant, 

Spencer Smith 
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No XCVI 

'/Yie Em I of Moi mngton to Ttppoo Sultaun 

Foit William, Sth November, 1798 

It affoids me sincere satisfaction to leain that you have 
nominated two persons of integrity and honour to meet and 
confei with the Deputies appointed, undei my oideis, by Mr 
Duncan (the Goveinoi of Bombay), foi the purposes of inves- 
tigating the question legaiding the Talooks of Ameera and 
Soulea It IS only by means of legulai enquiry, and amicable 
discussion, that such questions can be adjusted among inde- 
pendent powers. My deteimination, in the case of Wynaad, 
■was dictated by those principles of justice and moderation, 
which always direct the Company’s Government, noi shall my 
scrupulous adherence to the same principles be less manifest 
in my decision on your claim to the distiicts at present in 
question, the possession of which shall notbe withholden fiom 
you foi an instant if, after full investigation, I shall be satis- 
fied of the justice of your title to them 

It IS a well kno^n truth, that they aie always the most 
ready to respect thd just rights of others who aie the most 
vigilant and resolute to maintain then own 

I have undei stood your sentiments coijcernmg the “ turbu- 
lent disposition of interested men, who, by nature, are evei 
seeking opportunities of sowing the seeds of dissension " For 
the happiness of mankmd it is to be lamented that these 
authors of confusion aie too niimeious, assiduous and success- 
ful, in all paits of the world In no age oi countiy were the 
baneful and insidious arts of intrigue cultivated with such 
success as they aie at piesent by the French nation I sin- 
cerely wish that no impression had been produced on your 
discernmg mind by that dangerous people , but my situation 
enables me to know that they have reached youi presence, 
and have endeavouied to perveit the wisdom of youi councils, 
and to instigate you to war against those who have given you 
no provocation 

It IS impossible that you should suppose me to be ignorant 
of the intercourse which subsists between you and the French, 
whom you know to be the inveterate enemies of the Company, 
and to be now engaged in an unjust wai with the British na- 
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tion You cannot imagine me to be mdifteient to the tians- 
actions which have passed between you and the enemies of 
my countiy, noi does it appeal necessary oi piopei that 
I should any longer conceal fiom you the surprise and con- 
cern with which 1 peiceived you disposecl to involve youiself 
in all the lumous ponsequences of a connection, wlucb threa- 
tens not only to subvert the foundations of fiiendsliip between 
you and the Company, but to intioduce into the heait of 
youi kingdom the piipciples of anaichy and confusion, to shake 
youi own authoiity, to weaken the obedience of your subjects, 
and to destioy the leligion which you leveie 

Immediately after my ariival at Bengal, I lead youi coiies- 
pondence with the late Governoi -General, Sir John Shore, 
and with the Acting Governor General Su Alured Clarke , 
and I perceived with gieat satisfaction, that in all your letters’^ 
you constantly piofessed a disposition to stjengthen th® 
bonds of sincere attachpient, and the foundations ofhaimony 
and concoid establislied between you and the Honourable 
Company I received particular pleasure from reading your 
last letter to Su John Shore,* in which you sigmfied your 
amicable desiie that he should impiess ipe with a sense of the 
fiiendsliip and unanimity so long subsistmg between the two 
States. Your subsequent letters to me h‘ive abounded with 
piofessions of the same friendly nature 

Combining these professions of amity on your part with the 
proofs which the Company’s Government have constantly 
given of then smceie disposition to maintain the lelations of 
fiiendship and peace with you, and adverting, at the same 
time, to your reputation for wisdom and disceinment, it was 
natural for me to be extremely slow to believe the various ac- 
counts transmitted to me of your negociations with the* 
French, and of your military preparations, but whatever my* 
reluctance to credit such reports mrghtbe,piudence required 
both of me and of the Company’s allies, that we should adopt 
certain measuies of precaution and self defence, and these 
have accordingly been taken, as you will no doubt have ob- 
served The British Goveinment and the allies, wishing 
nevertheless to hve in peace and fiiendship with all their 
neighbours, entertaining no projects of ambition, nor any 
views in the least mcompatible with their i espective engage- 
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oaents, and looking to no other objects than the permanent 
secuiity and tianquilhty of then own dominions and subjects, 
will always be leady, as they now aie, to affoid you every de- 
mons tiation of then pacific disposition 

The Peishwah, and his Highness the Nizam, conciii with 
me in the ohseivations which I have ofieied to you in this 
lettei , and which, in the name of the Company, and of the 
Alhes, I lecommend to youi most earnest consideiation , but 
as I am also desiious of communicating to you, on the behalf 
of the Company, and their allies, apian calculated to piomote 
the mutual secuiity and welfaie of all parties, I propose to 
depute to you, foi this puipose. Major Doveton, who is well 
known to yon, and who will explain to you more fully and 
particularly the sole means which appeal to myself, and to 
the allies of the Company, to be efifectual foi the salutaiy pur- 
pose of removing all existing distrust and suspicion, and of 
establishing peace and good undeistanding on the most dui- 
able foundations 

You will, I doubt not, let me know at what time and place 
It will he convenient to you to receive Majoi Doveton , and 
as soon as your fiiendly letter shall reach me, I will duect 
him to pioceed to your presence 

I shall expect youi answei to this lettei, with an earnest 
hope that it may correspond with the pacific views and wishes 
of the alhes ; and that you may he convinced that you cannot 
in any manner better consult youi true interests than by meet- 
ing, with cordiality, the present fiiendly and modeiate ad- 
vance to a satisfactoiy and amicable settlement of all points 
on which any doubt oi anxiety may have aiisen in the minds 
either of yourself oi of the alhes 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian 1 ranslator to Govt 


No XCVII 

The Eat I of Mot nington to Captain J A Kiilpait loli, Resident at 
Hydeiabad 

Sir, Fort William, 9tli Nov 1798 

I am happy to express my entire approbation of the judge- 
ment, fiimness and discretion, which you havemamfested dur- 
ing the impoitnnt transactions which have passed since the 
ratification of the new subsidiary treaty with the Nizam, and 
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which have terminated so satisfactoiily in the compleat eKe» 
cution of the secret and separate articles of that engagement. 

Youi conduct in the negociation of the treaty has already 
received my approbation 

I desiie you will signify to Lieutenant-Colonel Robeits, and 
to the officers and men under his command, the high sense 
which I entertain of the important service which they have 
rendered to the British interests, and to the Honourable the 
East India Company, by the prompt execution of your in^ 
structions 

To Lieutenant-Colonel Roberts the greatest degree of 
public gratitude and applause is due for his skilful and judi- 
cious disposition of the troops under his command, and for 
the temper and humanity of his conduct towards the French 
officers in his custody 

You wiU also express my approbation of the service reir* 
deied by Captain Scohy, in obedience to the orders of Lieii-* 
tenant-CoIonel Roberts *'• 

The entire reduction of the large French force lately in the 
service of the Nizam, and the complete subversion of the 
dangerous influence of that nation at the Com t of Hyderabad, 
place his Highness at length in a position which will enable 
him, in the event of a war between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
allies, to cooperate in the vigorous prosecution of it with conf- 
sideiable efficacy , but though neither the abrhty nor the dffi* 
position of the Court of Hyderabad to contribute mateiialfy 
to the support of the common cause can any longer be 
doubted, yet it must be obvious that without a full and pre- 
cise knowledge of the extent and nature of the assistance 
which we may confidently rely on receiving from the Nizai% 
it will be impossible for us to concert with his Highness arfy 
plan of general operations, oi even to decide satisfactoiily on 
the practicability of attacking Seiingapatara in due season 
should the refusal of Tippoo to comply with the demands 
which may be made by the allies, render that measuie ex- 
pedient 

For this reason it is of the utmost importance to ascertain 
without delay, and with every possible degiee of coiiectness 
and ceitainty, the following points — 

I The greatest amount of the force in cavalry, infaiitiy, 
and field ordnance, which the Nizam will positively furnish , 
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not as an aimy to act sepamtoly, or in the way of diveision, 
but to join ouis, and to proceed with it directly against the 
capital of the enemy 

2 The eaihest peiiod at which thefoice to he so furnished 
can move fiom Hydeiabad 

3 The place wheie the Nizam may desne that this foice 
should effect a junction with oui aimy 

4' The loute by which the Nizam would wish this foice to 
maich, foi the purpose of effecting such junction with the 
greatest facihty and despatch 

5 The speediest peiiod at which we may safely expect the 
junction to take place 

6 The person to whom the command of his Highness’s 
foi ces IS to be enti usted 

7 The means or lesouices applicable by the Nizam to the 
due and regular supply of provisions, whether for the con- 
sumption of his own forces, or for the use of the united 
armies 

These are the principal heads of enquiry to which it is ne- 
cessary to direct youi immediate attention 

Upon these points I am anxious to obtain the eaihest and 
most accurate information 

From these leading points aiise seveial questions of amoie 
minute description, to which it will also be proper to give due 
consideration I proceed to state the most important of these 
in the order in which they result from the preceding propo- 
sitions 

As the reduction of Senngapatam, in the event of a war, 
must constitute the sole object of the allies, it is impossible 
not to feel a desiie that the whole of oui subsidiary troops 
should be comprehended in the contingent to be furnished 
by his Highness for the purpose of acting with our army. 
These, with the addition of 6,000 of Mr Finglass’s corps, 
and a suitable tram of field ordnance, and joined by a body 
of fiom 8,000 to 10,000 of his Highness’s best cavalry, under 
tbe command of Rissalahdais, of approved zeal and fidelity, 
would foim as large a foice as it would, perhaps, be neces- 
saiy to require from him But if any of the Company’s srtb- 
sidiary troops are to he withholden, although their place will 
he ill supplied by any others m his Highness’s seiyxce, the 
number of the lattei must he piopoitionably augmented 



17^8 CAPTAIN KIRKPATRICK 331 

When you aie informed, howevei, that the aimy hefoie 
Seungapatam in Fehiuary, 1792, amounted to 30,000 fighting 
men (exclusive of five native battahons in different paits of 
the enemy’s countiy, and four battahons with the Nizam and 
the Mahiattas), that an eqpal foice is now deemed requisite 
foi the siege of this place , and that even with the aid of the 
whole of the subsidiaiy tioops now at Hyderabad, we should 
with difficulty diaw togethei so consideiable an aimy, you 
will peiceive the necessity of uiging the Nizam by every aigu- 
ment in youi powei, to acqmesce in the ariangement heie 
suggested 

In the last wai with Tippoo the whole of the ^ubsidiaiy 
Biitish foice was absent fiom Hydeiabad No leason occuis 
to me which should induce his Highness on this occasion to 
retain any part of it about his own peison noi am I awaie 
of any othei gi ound of objection to the employment of the 
whole of it against the common enemy, which must not equally 
have existed in the last wai I theiefoie enteitam a sanguine 
expectation of his Highness’s ready consent to the pioposed 
measuie 

I must not dismiss this aiticle without instructmg you to 
be paiticulaily caiefiil, as fai as may be m youi powei, to 
obtain the exclusion fiom eveiy sort of command oi tiust in 
the Nizam’s contingent force of all those Siidais whose con- 
duct duiing the last wai fuimshed a just suspicion of trai- 
teious coiiespondence with the enemy If necessary you 
must formally piotest against the employment of those indi- 
viduals on the present occasion 

With regard to the second object of enquiry, oi, the period 
at which the Nizam’s contingent can move, I need only ob- 
serve that, as it will have a consideiable distance to proceed 
before it can effect a junction with the aimy of the Cainatic 
(whatever jilace of junction may be appointed), it is absolutely 
necessary that it should commence its march as soon after 
your receipt of this as possible, observing, however, the cau- 
tion that it shall not any wheie m its progress pass into the 
domimons of Tippoo Sultaun without forther notice from me 
The interval, 1 trust, will not be long, since no doubt his 
Highness’s preparations for enfoicing the demand of satisfac- 
tion and security, which it was agreed by the allies to make 
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upon Tippoo Sultaun, have kept pace with those of the Com- 
pany’s Government 

As to the thud point which i elates to the place of the junc- 
tion, although it IS necessaiy to consult the pleasure of the 
Nizam upon the subject, yet I am willing to believe you wdl 
have no difficulty in pioving to him the expediency of leaving 
this aiticle to be ultimately adjusted between the Commandei- 
m-Chief of the Company’s aimy and the commanders of his 
Highness’s contingent foice, including the commanding officer 
of the subsidiary troops. 

With lespect to the route to be taken by the Nizam’s 
troops, although this cannot be completely ascertained until 
the place of junction with our army be determined, and theie- 
foie must be left in a great measure to the disci etion of the 
Commandei-in-Chief, exeicised in conceit with the officers 
commanding his Highness’s division, yet theie appeals to be 
no difficulty in fixing some geneial duection during the earhei 
stages of the raaich Thus, whether the place of junction 
should heieaftei be appointed in the vicinity of Ambooi, 
Ryacottab, or Coveiipoiuni, it will be equally convenient that 
his Highness’s troops should proceed by Kuijiah To this 
point, theiefoie, it cannot move too soon and before it can 
aiiive there, the Commandei-m-Chief wdl be able to detei- 
mine on the best diiection for its further piogiess 

It IS of pecuhai importance to asceitain the fifth point, oi 
the speediest period at which the j'unction can be effected, 
with the utmost accuiacy possible 

It being understood that unless the united armies could ar- 
rive at Senngapatam by the middle of February, the siege 
and capture of that place before the setting iii of the mon- 
soon, would hardly be piacticable to guaid against such a 
disappointment it is absolutely requisite that the army, with 
its batteimg tiain, should not be later in moving fiom Ambooi 
than the end of January , of course the Nizam’s force ought 
to reach that place (supposmg it to be the appointed rendez- 
vous) not latei than the middle of that month Foi this pur- 
pose it is stated to me that his Highness’s tioops should be 
in motion by the 5th of Decembei but as, in order to render 
the junction as secure as possible, a circuitous route fiom 
Kurpah to Ambooi (probably by Dalmacheiiy and Chittooi) 
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may be deemed advisable, it is evident that they cannot com- 
mence their maich too soon 

It IS certainly extiemely desirable that Azim ul Omia 
should put himself at the head of the Nizam’s forces , and if 
no substantial objection should aiise to his leaving the person 
of his Higbnessj I wish you to uige Azmi ul Omia, by every 
possible aigument, to pioceedwith the aimy It is not, per- 
haps, of much consequence whethei he is accompanied by 
one of the piiiices oi not but in this aiiangement I see no 
necessity foi youi inteifeience If any solid leason should 
aiise foi the nnmstei’s remaining with the Nizam, oi if he 
cannot be pi evaded on to pioceed with the tioops, caie must 
be taken to select foi the command a peison whose zeal foi 
the common cause shall be accompanied by a due shaie of 
peisonal weight and authoiity These quahties in the com- 
mandei of the Nizam’s foices aie to be sought in piefeience 
to mihtniy knowledge and exjieiience, which, perhaps, it 
would he difficult to find in any consideiable degiee among 
the Omras of the Couit at Hydeiabad 

In the case of Azim ul Omia’s proceeding with the Nizam’s 
foice, I should think it advisable for you to accompany him, 
leaving youi assistant to attend on his Highness But in the 
event of the mimstei’s lemaining behind, it will be piopei 
that you should continue at youi station , and that Captain 
Malcolm should accompany the tioops, accoichng to the same 
ariangement undei winch Lieutenant Stewait was employed 
in the last wai, when assistant to Sn John Kenneway 

Although I feai that the declining state of the Nizam’s 
health, joined to Ins inci easing yeais, is but too likely to oh- 
stiuct the measuie , yet I cannot help expressing a wish that 
his Highness may be able, if not immediately, yet early in 
Januaiy, to advance m peison to the banks of the Kislina, 
wbeie his position dining the last war, if it no otheiwise con- 
tnbuted to the success of the general opeiations, tended to 
inculcate the behef of bis senous disposition to second them 

With legaid to the point remaining to be consideied, 
namely, the regular supply of provisions, it appeals to me 
that no time should be lost in stoiing as large quantities of 
gi am as possible in Ganjecottah, Sedhout, and all the othei 
forts on the southern fiontiei of his Highness’s dominions in 
which such supplies may be safely deposited. It is also ex- 



334- TIIF EAKL OF MORNINOTON, TO NoT 

tiemely desuable that the ministei should give the most effec- 
tual encouragement to the Biinjaiies to accompany and follow 
the aimy, and I should think you could not hettei inculcate 
the gieat advantages of a libeial aiiangement with those 
people, than by lefeiiing him to the lesult of Lord Corn- 
wallis’s pioceedings on this subject, of which he was hmiself 
an eye witness I likewise authoiize you to coopei ate with 
Azim ul Omia in the useful measure of engaging the coidial 
services of the Biinjaiies, by making such advances of cash 
on behalf of the Company as you may judge advisable oi ne- 
cessaiy foi this purpose, not exceeding, howevei, the sum of 
50,000 lupees, and taking sufficient security from them for 
the repayment of the same within a reasonable time 

As in the event of Tippoo Sultaun’s compelling the allies 
to attack lum, by lefusmg the security pioposed to be de- 
manded of him, the immediate siege of his capital will con- 
stitute the sole object of then opeiations, the consequence 
of this plan must be, that all the supplies foi the aimy to be 
drawn from the Nizam’s countiy, must, foi gieatei secuiity, 
pass fiom Km pah thiough the Cainatic, by the way of Da- 
malcherry, Chittooi, Amhooi, 8cc , oi such othei routes as 
may best suit with the circumstances of the moment It will 
not he necessary, howevei, to communicate this an angement 
to the Bimjaries who, when they peiceive that it is not our 
intention to occupy any posts ui Tippoo’s country, on the di- 
rect hne between Kurpah and Senngapatam, will natuially 
follow the aimy by the loute just mentioned, as the only one 
affording them equal secunty 

The actual state of the Company’s tioops seiving in the 
Nizam’s countiy, with regard to field equipment of eveiy de- 
scription, IS a subject which demands immediate attention 
Whatevei deficiencies may exist, no time should be lost m 
supplying them You will, therefore, asceitain these imme- 
diately, and as soon as possible, privately advise Lord Chve 
of them, who will have my mstructions to issue the necessary 
orders for foi warding m due time, to the place of rendezvous 
of the allied army, whatevei aiticles shall be wanting to com- 
plete the equipment of the subsidiary troops for actual ser- 
vice 

Having in a former part of this letter supposed Mr Fin- 
glass’s coips to form part of the Nizam’s contingent, and not 
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having hitlieito in any of my letteis to you touched on the 
subject of that paity, I will now give you my sentiments 
and instructions respecting it 

On geneial piinciples of pohcyl am sensible of the danger 
of admitting the establishment of corps of this desciiption 
among the countiy powers, even under the command of Bri- 
tish subjects, but the numerous inihtaiy establishments of 
French adventurers in the service of the diffeient States of 
India suggested the necessity of opposing some counterpoise 
to then dangerous influence and growing power Hence 
arose the introduction of Mr Finglass into the service of the 
Nizam, and the subsequent augmentation of his corps This 
howevei was a very inadequate security against the danger 
which existed at Hyderabad, and which could never have 
been averted by any other means than the complete subver- 
sion of the French army m the service of the Nizam 
This object having been happily accomplished, it becomes 
a question how far it is advisable for this Government to per- 
mit or countenance the continuance of Mi Fmglass’s corps 
Our right imdei the treaty lately concluded between the Com- 
pany, to lequiie the dismission of all the Europeans in his 
Highness’s service is unquestionable but would it be prudent 
01 politic, 01 even just, to exercise it in this instance 

It would perhaps be unjust, because the dismission of M. 
Piion’s corps, and the articles of the new treaty under which 
the restrictions of the former subsidiary troops still remain m 
force, joined to those stipulations which limit the use of the 
Company’s troops to cases of important service, have abso- 
lutely deprived the Nizam of all means of executing a variety 
of military duties of an indispensable nature , unless his High- 
ness be allowed to retain Mr Finglass’s corps in his service 
It would be impolitic, first, because it would naturally ex- 
cite great dissatisfaction m the mind of the Nizam, and se- 
condly, because it would deprive the common cause, at a very 
critical period, of a body of troops, Jvhicli, though not to be 
compaied mth the Company’s, may be capable of rendering 
considerable service in the event of war 

On the whole, therefore, my opinion is, that it is expedient 
to encourage and support this corps (Mr Finglass’s) to such 
an extent as may place it in a condition to act with effect nr 
conjunction with oui own troops 
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For this pill pose I mean to peimit Mi Finglass (on the 
usual application from the Nizam) to purchase fi om time to 
time, at Foit St George, any quantity of oidnance, oidnance 
stoies, and muskets, which shall appear to you necessaiy to 
the efficient equipment of his coips foi actual service But 
as the oppoitunities of procuring such aiticles are piecaiious, 
I am also willing that any moderate supply of them which 
may be lequiied foi the use of any division of the coips, ac- 
tually pioceeding as part of the Nizam’s contingent to join 
oui aimy, should be issued at youi lequisition fiom the Com- 
pany’s Arsenal at Foit St Geoige, and I shall instruct the 
Government of that Piesidency accordingly The Govern- 
ment of Foit St George will, however, he empoweied to 
e\ercise its discietion with regard to the quantity of the 
sevei al ai tides above mentioned, which can at any time be 
spaied with safety from the demands of their own militaiy 
seiwice , I think it probable, however, that the magazines be- 
longing to the late Fiench corps may he found sufficient to 
the supply of most of the articles m which Mi Finglass’s 
coips IS now deficient 

But while I consent to evtend to this coips the degree of 
encouragement which I have descubed, I must paiticulaily 
enjoin you to use the utmost vigilance for the purpose of pie- 
venting the admission of any others than Biitish subjects, 
not only into commands, but into any rank oi station m the 
coips You will also take caie that such British subjects 
retain their attachment to then native countiy, and to its laws 
and constitution , and that they shall not, undei the sheltei 
of their Biitish 01 igin, piotect the giowth of Fiench influ- 
ence at the Couit of the Nizam 

The sivth aiticle of the late treaty furnishes you with 
ample means of obtaining the dismission from this coips of 
any individual whose conduct oi principles may i endei him 
a just object of suspicion. I conceive, howevei, that the 
commanding oflicei of this party is not hkely in any such case 
to reduce you to the necessity of asserting the right of the 
Company under the tieaty 

It is piopei you should he paiticularly caieful so to regu- 
late your occasional intercom se with the corps of Mi Fin- 
glass, as to pi event its exciting any jealousy or dissatisfaction 
in the mind of the Nizam oi his mmisteis On this principle 
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it IS peculiaily necessaiy that, except when your opinion oi 
interference shall be expressly de&iied by his Highness oi by 
Aziin ul Omia, you should avoid taking part in any discus- 
sions which may aiise between that corps and the Durbar, 
whether relating to the pay of the paity, to the nature of the 
duties and services requiied of them, oi to any other pomt 
whatever 

I must except, however, from this general instruction, the 
case of any division of Mi Finglass’s coips which shall hap- 
pen to compose pait of the Nizam’s contingent, acting with 
the Company’s army for it will at all times be mcumbent on 
us to see that due measures aie taken by his Highness’s mi- 
nisters for seeming the regular payment of whatever tioops 
may form that contingent, whether they shall be those of the 
Nizam, or the Company’s subsidized foice, I accoidingly de- 
sire that you will exeit yourself to effect a satisfactory ar- 
rangement foi this purpose with Azim ul Omia 

My anxious desiie that Azim ul Omia, in person, should 
accompany the Nizam’s contingent, is founded on my opinion 
that, from his presence a greater degree of security would be 
derived, not only foi the punctual payment of the troops, but 
for the piompt obedience, and efficient cooperation of then 
commanders. 

I am, &c 

Mornington, 


No XCVIII 

The Earl of Moimnglon to the Resident at Poonah 
Sir, Fort Wilham, lOtk Nov 1798 

I have viewed with particular concern the encreasmg em- 
bariassments of Doulut RaoScindiah, and the slow progress 
made by the Peishwa in the final arrangement of his govern- 
ment The former by obstructing the return of Scindiali to 
Hindostan, and by tendmg to weaken hrs authorrty, and di- 
mmish bis resources, threatens to deprive us ofthe assistance 
of a power, whose cooperation under other circumstances, 
might have been of the greatest advantage, in the event of an 
invasion from Zemaun Shah The latter hy disclosing the 
weakness and irresolution of the Peishwa’s mind, and by leav- 
ing me in doubt, whether his councils will ultimately be 

VOL. I z 
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guided by an influence fiiendly oi hostile to his conilectioli 
with the Company, makes it impossible foi me to judge with 
any confidence, what hig conduct is hkely to be in the event 
oi a luptiue between the Company and Tippoo Sultaun 
But, wbatevei may be the ultimate deteimmation of the 
Peishwa, the peiiod is aiiived, when it is become necessaiy 
to call upon him in the most explicit mannei, foi the faithful 
peiformance of the engaoements contuictcd by lus piedeces- 
soi ahd recognized by himself 
I enclose you the copy and tianslation of a letter, nliich I 
have thought piopei to addiess to Tippoo Sultaun * You 
will without delay communicate tins lettei to the Peishwa, 
who will no doubt peiceive that the teims of it are m exact 
conformity to the spmt of his own declaiations, and to his 
pioposed draft of a letter on the same subject You will at 
the same time point out to him the necessity of moving his 
foices immediately towards the fiontiei of Tippoo, as well 
foi tlie puipose of giving weight to the negociations of the 
allies, should Tippoo consent to tieat, as in oider to be in a 
projiei state of forwardness for coopeiating with the aimies ot 
the Company and of the Nizam, m the event of the allies be- 
ing 1 educed to the necessity of enfoicmg then just demands 
I shall be satisfied if the Peishwa’s contingent shall amount 
to 20,000 horse , provided this body of cavalry shall be of 
the best description belonging to the state, and shall be com- 
manded by Siidais, and by a principal Chief, well afiected to 
the cause, my confidence on this last subject would be consi- 
deiahle, were Emiut Row to be selected for this unpoitant 
charge , but I should feel very drfierently were erthei Gobmd 
Kishen himself, oi any othei person closely connected with 
him in politics or otherwise, to be appointed to it You 
will, therefore, be paitlculaily careful to prevent by every 
means in your power, any nomination oi this dangerous 
natuie, since such a disposition of the Peishwa’s contingent 
would make it questionable, whether its presence at Seiinga- 
patam, in the event of hostilities, might not be of moie detri- 
ment than benefit ‘to the general inteiests 

It IS propel to mention in this place, that the Peishwa’s con- 
tingent must not pass the frontier of Tippoo Sultaun, Until 
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duly advised (m the mannei to be heiealtei specified) of the 
failuie of the iiegociations, or untd lequired to move either 
by the Commander-in-Chief of the Company’s aimy in the 
Cainatic, oi by the officer m Command of oui foices on the 
coast of Malabai 

The 1 eqmsition foi the advance of the Mahratta contingent 
into the enemy’s country, will be accompanied by a communi- 
cation of the 1 oute which it may be deemed advisable foi it to 
puisue, foi the puipose of effecting a junction, either with 
the aimy of Malabai, or with that of the Cainatic 

You will advise Mi Duncan confidentially, fiom time to 
tune, of the progress of youi negociations with respect to the 
Mahratta contingent, the better to enable him, and General 
Stuait, eventually to establish every degree of practicable 
conceit between the movements of our army in Malabai, and 
those of the Mahratta foices 

If the Peishwa after having read my letter to Tippoo Sul- 
taun, and in consequence of the proposed military movements, 
should require to know the nature and extent of the security 
which I propose hereafter to demand from Tippoo, you will 
answer, that this is a point on which I shall not be able en- 
tirely to make up my mind, until I see what impression is 
produced on Tippoo by the letter which I have sent bun on 
behalf of the allies In the meanwhile the Peishwa may rest 
assured, that I feel no desire to exact any concessions horn 
Tippoo, beyond the objects avowed in my letter to him, or 
inconsistent with the Peishwa’s own sentiments, as expressed 
to yourself, and mhis proposed draft of a letter to Tippoo, 
and that no settlement of any kind shall ever be made by me 
with Tippoo, in which the Peishwa and the Nizam shall not 
participate equally in all respects with the Company 
I am, &c , 
Mornington 


No XCIX 

The Em I of Mot mng ton to the Right Hon Hemy Dundm 
My Dear Sir, Foit William, 12tli Nov 1798 

My last private letter to you was closed on the 11th of 
October * On the 18th, I leceived the despatch of the secret 
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committee dated the 18th of June,* and foiwaided oveiland, 
and on the same day, a confiimation of the reports of the 
piogiess of the French aims in Egypt 

It IS difficult to etpiess the satisfaction which I derived, 
fiom finding that the measures which I had taken, in conse- 
quence of the alhance formed between Tippoo and the 
French, coiiesponded so happily with your piinciples and 
views on the same occasion You will obseive by a refeience 
to my seveial despatches, that I had not only anticipated all 
youi oideis before the overland despatch had left England, 
but that the whole course of the ideas which passed thiough 
my mind during the late critical conjuncture of our affairs m 
tlus quaitei, coincided entnely with the tenor of your opi- 
nions 

On the only point which you have thought too delicate to 
decide at home, I am happy to be able to remove youi appre- 
hension 

My foimei letters will have apprized you of the signatuie 
of the treaty of Hyderabad, and of the approach of the British 
detachment towards that city The detachment under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Roberts, arrived at Hydera- 
bad on the 10th of October, and on the 22nd of Octobei, the 
British troops under the orders of the Nizam, and with the 
cooperation of a body of 2000 of his cavalry, surrounded the 
camp of the French ainiy, disaimed all the Sepoys, and se- 
cured the persons of all the French officers then in camp 
This operation was happily effected without bloodshed, and 
without contest A mutiny having broken out m the French 
camp on the preceding day, and the Sepovs having imprison- 
ed then officers, the Resident at Hydeiabad, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Roberts, rnth the consent of the Nizam, judiciously 
availed themselves of this favorable opportunity to execute 
this important measure, without difficulty oi danger 

The French officers by my particular orders, were treated 
with every practicable degree of attention and humanity , at 
the period of then aiiest by our tioops, then persons weie m 
confinement, and their lives in danger fiom the mutiny pie- 
vaihng in then camp, and the greatest difficulty which 
Colonel Roberts encountered, was that of rescuing the im- 
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pii&oned officeis from the violeiiLe of then own Sepoys 
Paiticulai caie was taken to save the pioperty of the office! s 
foi then use, as well as to obtain foi them such aneais of 
pay and allowances, as weie due to them from his Highness , 
Captain Kiikpatiick informs me, that he has been completely 
successful in efiecting both these desiiable objects The 
Flench officeis aie now on their passage to this Piesidency 
on boaid the Bombay fiigate, which I had previously sta- 
tioned at Masuhpatam foi then accommodation On their 
aiiival at Calcutta, it is my mtention to leceive them with the 
consideiation due to then lespective ranks, and to allow them 
eveiy indulgence compatible with the secuiity of then pei- 
sons I propose to send them to Europe by the earliest op- 
portunity, using the piecaution of dispersing them in different 
ships On then aiiival in England, I have engaged that 
they shall not be treated as prisoners ol war, but shall be im- 
mediately transported to Fiance, without suffering any deten- 
tion for an exchange of piisoneis, 

I am persuaded, that you will consider this event as a cir- 
cumstance of peculiar good fortune m tli£ present moment 
The effects of it must be to secuie to us, whatever benefits 
can be derived from the coidial coopeiation of the Nizam, in 
the event of a war with Tippoo, and, m the meanwhile, so 
considerable a reduction of the French influence m India 
must be viewed as an important benefit, at a moment when 
the adventurous and enteipiizmg spirit of that nation is di- 
rected to the object of erecting an Empire in India, on the 
imn of ouis 

With respect to the Court of Poonah, our affairs in that 
quarter also have taken a very favourable turn Nana Fur- 
navese has been restoied to the Ministry, and has publicly 
taken charge of the affairs of the Government I have al- 
ready informed you, that the Peishwa had concurred without 
hesitation m all my arrangements atHydeiabad, and had uni- 
formly professed his determination to abide by his defensive 
engagements with us, in the event of hostilities with Tippoo 
The restoration of Nana, secures the Peishwa’s faithful exe- 
cution of those engagements, and affords a strong ground of 
expectation of further improvements in the nature of our con- 
nection with that state Neither Tippoo noi the French will 
ever acquire any influence at Poonah, while Nana shall hold 
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the leins of powei Nana has too much wisdom to involve 
the Mahiatta Empire in such despeiate connections 

On the 31st of Octobei, we leaint the satisfactoiy intelli- 
gence of the gloiious victoiy at Bekii, which I immediately 
announced by a ciiculai lettei to all the Pimces of India, not 
omitting Tippoo Sultaun Being still uncei tain of the fate of 
the French aimy, I have not lelaxed any part ot oui militaiy 
01 naval prepaiations, foi the natuie of which I refei you to 
my lettei s to the seciet committee. But I have deemed this 
a favoiable oppoitunity foi opening a negotiation with Tippoo 
Sultaun, which you will observe the state of affairs at Hydera- 
bad and Poonah, now admit of my commencing m confoimity 
to my original view of the subject. A copy of my lettei to 
Tippoo, forms a numbei of the seciet packet * 

I wish it weie m my power to express my satisfaction m 
the alacrity inth which the Government of Fort St George, 
have executed my ordeis for the defence of the Carnatic 
But I am concerned to state, that notwithstandmg the cor- 
dial disposition of Lord Chve to second my exei tions m the 
public service, unnecessary and unwarrantable delays have 
prevailed in the military equipments in that quarter, and the 
movement of the battering tram towards the frontier, (a mea- 
sure absolutely necessary for the purpose of giving effect to 
oui negotiations with Tippoo), has been delayed several 
weeks, until at length no alternative was left, but that of de- 
ferring the movement altogether until after the monsoon, oi 
of attempting it during the monsoon at the hazard of inter- 
ruption from the bad weather The latter alternative aftei 
much hesitation was adopted 

You will peiceive by the seciet despatches, that I have 
taken measures for embodying the Calcutta European mihtia 
I expect that then numbei will not fall short of 1500 men 
This useful institution had grown obsolete , as I conceive 
that great advantage might be derived fiom it in any case of 
sudden emergency, I have availed myself of this opportunity 
to revive it, mtending to place it on a permanent foundation 

Our accounts of Zemaun Shah, are still extremely vague 
and contiachctory I have, howevei, thought it piiident to 
continue oui piepaiation on the north western fiontiei, where 
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I tiust oul defences aie peifectly secuie My letteis to the 
Seciet Committee contain so full a detail of all the circum- 
stances of oui piesent situation, and of the steps which I 
have taken foi the puipose of meeting the exigencies of the 
moment, as they have aiisen, that I do not feel it necessary 
to trouble you with any fiiithei particulars in this letter 

I have received the military regulations, and I have already 
given the necessary orders for carrying into execution, that 
part of them which relates to the promotion by regimental 
rank, with respect to the reduction of the allowances, it is a 
question which I have not yet decided, whether it might not 
be advisable to postpone, for a time, a measure which would 
necessarily tend to slacken the zeal of the officers who may 
be called into the field in the pi esent crisis , but this is a con- 
sideration merely of time, and of prudence, for the temper 
of the army is such, and I trust my authority so firmly esta- 
bhshed, that I have no expectation of meeting with any diffi- 
culty or danger in car lying the orders of the Court into effect, 
I may hereafter suggest some observations on some parts of 
those orders 

The despatches to the Seciet Committee, and to the Court 
of Directors, will shew you the amount of the voluntary con- 
tributions within these provinces, when you will recollect, that 
the greater part of it is furnished fiom the annual income of 
the subscribers, I think it will appear a sufficient testimony of 
then zeal and public spurt The same spirit has appeared on 
the occasion of the calling out the mihtia , all descriptions of 
the European and Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta having 
manifested the utmost degree of alacrity in offering then per- 
sonal services 

I am, &c 

Mornington 
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The Eail of Morning ton to Loid Clwe 
My LoeDj F<wt William, Utli Norembei, 1798 

I am most liappy to leain that your batteiing tiam is in 
such foiwaidness, and if the same spiiit of alaciity and des- 
patch can (thiongh yoiu Loidship’s means) he infused into all 
the depaitinents of youi Goveinment, you will heieaftei have 
the satisfaction to leflect, that you have contiihuted most 
effectually to the pieservation of that Empiie, which was ac- 
quiied by the strength of oiu aims, and must be maintained by 
the same means Foi my own pait I declaie to youi Lordship, 
that I deem myself bound by eveiy piinciple of duty and cha- 
lactei to suspend eveiy othei consideiation as secondary to 
the indispensable object of providing alaige foice in the field, 
and an efficient system of alliance, and so entiiely devoted 
am I to the exigencies of this duty, that my estimate of cha- 
idcteis, and my sentiments of lespect, and even of affection in 
this countiy, aie regulated absolutely by the degrees of zeal 
and alaciity which I find in those who are to assist me in this 
gieat stiuggle Noi can I conceive a more firm foundation, 
or a moie honouiable bond of friendship than a common 
share in the labours, difficulties, and honour of defending and 
saving so valuable a pait of the Biitish Empne This is the 
nature of the connection which I seek with youi Lordship, 
and these aie the sentiments which lendei me so averse to 
those men who appear negligent, or leluctant, oi iiiesolute 
in a conjunctuie which ought to extinguish all paitiahties, all 
private lesentments and affections, and to unite and animate 
dll talents and exertions in one common cause In this effort 
youi Loidship and I have the satisfaction to know that we 
have the most strenuous suppoit of the whole Government at 
home, and that we must have that of eveiy man acquainted 
with the leal interests of India and attached to those of Great 
Biitaui, In such a cause, and with such suppoit, we may 
safely tread with a fiim step, and pioceed steadily m a foi- 
waid couise, and I trust the moment is not distant when we 
may look back with mutual satisfaction and approbation to 
every step of the couise we have puisued, and may claim 
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with justice and with success the gratitude of oui country, 
and the best lewaids of honest ambition. I am extiemely 
happy to leain that your Lordship continues to approve the 
conduct of my biothei,* it does not become me to say with 
how much safety you may lepose imphcit confidence m his 
honoui and discietion You will, I hope, have understood 
fiom him my coidial wish to conduct my intercom se with 
youi Loidship upon a footing of the most unieseived fiee- 
dom, without a sensation of jealousy, oi with any other object 
than that of a sincere union foi the purpose of fiist pieseiv- 
ing, and finally of impioving, the inteiests committed to our 
joint charge 

1 have the honoui to be, &.c 

Mornington 


No Cl 

Ma)0\ Genet al Sxn J H Ctatg to the Eml of Mornington 
My Loud, Cawnpore, 16th Novembei, 1798 

I cannot lefiain from taking the hbeity of congratulating 
yoiu liOidship, which I do with very great satisfaction, upon 
the successful issue ofyoui Loidship’s measures to extirpate 
the French influence at the Court at Hyderabad Nothing 
stiuck me more forcibly, upon my anival in this countiy, than 
the extent of the mischief which might be created by that 
baneful and mimical ascendency It was reserved foi your 
Loidship's firmness and political wisdom to leinove an evil of 
so dangerous a tendency I veiy sincerely hope that the de- 
cision and energy, which have so eminently cliaracteiized this 
the first step ofyoui Loidship’s administration, will produce 
the effect of lestoiing oui national chaiactei foi vigour and 
spirit, upon which points I fear it has sufteied much of late 
years in the opinion of the natives 

I have the honoui to be. 

My Loid, 

your Loidship’s most obedient Servant, 
J H Craig 

* The Duke of Wollnigton, then ht Col Wellesley, who hml been sent 
by the Governor General to Madras with his leglincut, the Jdd infantiv 
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AI({)oi Gene) al St I J H Ctaig to the Em I oj Mot mngton 
My Lord, Cawnpoie, IStliNovcmbei, 1798 

Oui intelligence continues unvaried in confiimation of the 
Shah’s deteimmation to attempt the invasion of Hmdostan, 
and of his being on the point of cio&smg the Attock foi the 
puipose I have no doubt that Col Collins will have trans- 
mitted to youi Loidship the lepoit of his cassids, the account 
of which Iieceived fiom him yesterday evening, and which 
was at the same time confiimed, in all its mateiial paits, by a 
lettei that I received horn one of my own people, a copy of 
which I sent to the Commander-in-Chiet last night , this letter, 
which by the bye, ought to have reached me at least three 
days sooner than rt did, contained the report of two of my 
Inrcaiiahs, who returned direct from the Attock The part 
of it which I saw with the greatest regret has been the confii- 
ination, as far as such can be deduced from public report, of 
the opinion I hare for some time past held, that little oi no 
resistance would be made by the Seiks, and I fear as little is 
to be expected on the part of the Mahiattas Seeing no i eason 
to doubt the Shah’s advancing soon, it would at any rate now 
be my wish to assemble the army at Anopsheei as soon as cir- 
cumstances will admit I feel however an additional inducement 
to the doing it, in the hope that it may give encouragement 
to tire latter to attempt something at least In then present 
divided and distracted state, I fear the offering any direct op- 
position to the Shah’s approach to Delhi is more than can be 
expected from them, but if they should assemble anybody of 
tioops with a view of protecting then nearer frontier from his 
mcuisioiis, and could be prevailed upon to act with a little 
vigour on his flank and in his real, which will be open to them, 
if he advances towaids the boundaries of the Vizier’s domi- 
nions, it might be useful, and I shall be glad to be honoured 
with your Loidship’s instructions how far I may proceed, in 
conceit with Colonel Colhns, in suggesting the idea to them, 
or m listening to any overtures that they might make for a 
junction of foices, under ciicumstanceb that would not cany 
us far from our own fioiitiei, or create any disadvantage as to 
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the local situation of an action A lefeience to the map will 
point out to youi Loi dship that if the Shah should advance 
fiom Delhi, on this side the Jumna, it may equally be in the 
intention of pursuing his conquests ovei the Mahiattas, oi 
of turning his aims against us We should, theiefoie, he 
equally concerned in opposing his piogiess, and though, un- 
able to accomplish this of themselves, yet such of the Mah- 
latta chiefs, as i emain united and attached to Scindiah, might 
be willing to join and assist us in an attempt, in which theie is 
not a doubt but they must considei themselves as inteiested, 
even in the gieat stake of then existence as a nation in these 
paits The distance fiom Anopsheei to the neaiest pait of 
the Jumna does not exceed foity miles, and if the aid of any 
toleiable body of the Mahiattas can be piocuied at the iisk 
of advancing a pait of that distance, instead of waiting foi 
the enemy sometlung neaiei oui own fiontiei, I should 
piesume that youi Loidship will think it advisable to adopt 
the measuie At the same time it appeals to me that it must 
depend upon a knowledge of the extent of the assistance that 
IS to be expected fiom them, and if youi Loidship should 
think it pieferable, it might, if expedient in othei lespects, be 
bi ought about as a soit of mihtaiy agi cement between the 
leadeis of the lespective aimies without the intervention of 
Goveinment in a foimal tieaty I have confidence in assuimg 
youi Loidship that you may lely on my piudence in the ex- 
eicise of any discietionaiy latitude, with which your Loidship 
may think pioper to entiust me in this lespect 
I have the honoui to be. 

My Loid, 

youi Loidship’s most obedient 

and most laithful humble Seivant, 

J H Craig 


No cm 

Tippoo SuUaun to the Gove) no) Gene) al 
20tli Novembei, 17!)8 (Received 16th December, I7‘)8) 

It has lately come to my eais fiom lepoit, that in eoiisc- 
qiience of the talk of inteiested peisons mihtaiy piepaiations 
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aie on foot Repoit is equally subject to the likelihood of 
being time oi false I have the fullest confidence that the 
piesent is ivithout foundation By the favour of God, the con- 
ditions (or obligations) of peace established (between us) have 
obtained the utmost degiee of stiength and fiimness, undei 
the circumstances of then having been fiiinly obseived and 
adhered to, of the daily increasing union and fiiendship, and 
of the constant intercouise of coiiespondence, it (the lepoit) 
cannot possibly be entitled to credit, but the piomulgation 
of such lepoits excites my surpiize My friendly pen wiites 
this , I hope youi Loidship will be pleased to giatify me by 
wilting of it Fi om a desii e to maintain the obligations of ti eaty 
and engagement, I have no other intention (or thought) than 
to give mciease to fiiendship, and my fiiendly heai t is to the 
last degiee bent on endeavours to confiiin and stiengthen 
the foundations of haimony and umon 
Let youi Loidship always continue to giatify me by glad- 
denmg letteis, notifying youi welfaie 
\ true Translation, N B Ebmonstonb, 

Persian Translatoi to Govt 


No CIV 

The Right Hon Hemy Dundus to the Em I of Morning ton 

Wimbledon, 16tli June, 1798 

My DEAR Lord, (Received 20th Novembei, 1798) 

Having been unwell for a considerable part of tins spring, 
and particularly distressed with a weakness in my eyes, I 
have been obhged chiefly to make use of a Secretary’s hand 
Peihaps you may tell me that this does not lequiie much 
apology 

The subject of this letter arises fiom recent despatches 
from the Cape of Good Hope, and the state of affairs m the 
Mediterianean, in consequence of a Fiench fleet and a gieat 
aimament being fitted out fiom Toulon, and having actually 
sailed upon some secret expedition under the conduct of then 
favourite Geneial, Buonaparte The intelligence we have 
received from the Cape must have leached you either from 
the Mauritius itself, or from the Cape of Good Hope, long be- 
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foie you can leceive this I think it howevei right to send 
the copy of a pioclamation said to be issued by the Goveinoi 
of the Mauiitms, and if it speak tiue, we aie piobably at this 
tune at war with Tippoo Sultaun If we aie not, it must have 
aiisen eithei fiom his name being mtioduced into the piocla- 
mation without his authoiity, oi fiom his having in conse- 
quence of piopei lepresentations fiom oui Government m 
India, disclaimed and disavowed the whole in such a manner 
as to set youi mind at ease upon the subject When I speak 
of disclaiming what is imputed to him, I mean that his con- 
duct should he such as to evince the smceiity of his profes- 
sions, foi if he contents himself with a meie denial, and is at 
the same time, by piepaiations and hostile movements, de- 
monstiating his real intention of bieach of treaty with this 
country, youi Loidship’s wisdom and vigilance will not be 
lulled asleep or trifled with, hut will, when you think it 
the piopei moment foi doing so, bung him to an explana- 
tion in the only way such conduct ineiits, and I am per- 
suaded that it will be youi peculiai care so to act with le- 
gaid to othei allies, as to induce them to cooperate with us 
m chastizing so notorious abieach of faith, not only to us, but 
to all those who were umted togethei in that war which led to 
the peace concluded under the auspices of Maiquis Corn- 
wallis 

I likewise send to youi Loidship the most recent intelli- 
gence we have received relative to the expedition fitted out in 
the Mediterranean 

For along time it wasiumomed thatBuonapaitewasintended 
to lead the tin eatened invasion against Great Britain and Ire- 
land, but whether it has pioceeded fiom the iiiesistible supe- 
1 loiity of oui fleet, or fi om the gi eat preparations which the zeal 
and loyalty of Ins Majesty’s subjects has enabled him to make 
thioughout the Kingdom, I cannot pretend with certainty to 
know, but it does appeal that of late they have been more 
reserved in then menaces, and less foiwaid in then piepaia- 
tions in the ports opposite to oui coasts, and the great ex- 
ertions of the Republic appear to have been made to fit out 
the piesent aiinament fiom the poits of the Mediterranean, 
The destination of this expedition has been matter of va- 
rious conjectme It was for some time supposed to be des- 
tined against Naples, oi Portugal, oi, undei cover of the lattei , 
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to lay the foundation of i evolutiomzmg the Spanish monaichy 
By the latest intelligence tiansmitted to me by Lord Gien- 
villoj the copies of which are heiewith inclosed, it would ap- 
peal that Egypt and India aie the ultimate object of this great 
prepaiation We have intelligence of the armament having 
actually sailed upon the 19th day of May, and we entertain 
sanguine hopes that, whatever the destrnation of it may he, the 
design of the enemy will be fiustiated, and the aimament it- 
self destroyed by a powerful squadron acting in the Medi- 
terranean, under the command of Su Horatio Nelson, the ob- 
ject of which IS to watch and to pursue it, wheievei its 
course may be directed If it actually is destined for Egypt, 
it appears to me to be a great and a masterly stroke, and if 
successful, wouldbeattended with very pernicious consequences 
to the interests of this country In order to avoid entering 
mto a long detail at present upon that view of the subject, 
I shall content myself with sending your Lordship a copy of 
a letter written to Lord Grenville"^ two days ago, in conse- 
quence of the intelhgence communicated to me by his Lord- 
ship We expect soon to receive certain advice both of the 
object of the expedition from Toulon, and of the success ot the 
force which has been detached to counter act it, but with the 
intelhgence before us to which I have leferied m this letter, 
His Majesty’s servants would be culpable in delaying a mo- 
ment to inform you of what is at present known to them, and of 
the measures which they have in consequence resolved upon 
It IS mtended, with as little delay as possible, to send a 
very respectable reinforcement of European force for the ser- 
vice of India Fust, a body of about 1,500 tiooirs from the 
Cape of Good Hope that settlement to be strengthened by 
other force as soon as circumstances will allow of it. Se- 
condly, It is proposed to send 1,500 newly recruited troops 
to the garrison of Gibraltar, and to forward from thence to 
India an equal number of troops which have been seasoned 
there, and lastly, there are above 1,500 European troops 
now seivmg in Portugal, which it is likewise intended to or- 
der for India These different detachments, from the flower 
of the British army, will tend to put his Majesty’s European 
forces m India upon a respectable footing By the arrange- 


Vide Appendix 
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ment with the East India Company, hia Majesty’s Euiopean 
legiments of mfanti y aie to be 1,200 stiong His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Yoik will accoidingly issue his orders to 
the Commanders-ni-Chief at the diffeient settlements, to draft 
the 1 egiments into each other in such a niannei as not to in- 
crease the expense agieed upon m the aiiangement with the 
Company 

My deal Loid, 

With smceie regard, and with eveiy with foi the success 
of your Administration, youi’s very faitlifully, 

Henry Dunbas 


No CV 

The Earl of Momington to the Comt of Dtrcclois 
Hon Sirs, Fort William, 21st Nov 1798 

By my lettei despatched oveiland fiom Foit St George, I 
had the honoui to infoim you of my ainval at that Piesidency 
on the 26th April 

I lost no time in endeavouring to execute your commands 
with respect to the propositions, winch you had directed me 
to make, to his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic 

I am concerned to inform you that the conciliatory measures, 
which. 111 conformity to the spurt and lettei of your instruc- 
tions, I employed, in the hope of persuading Ins Highness to 
agree to a modification of the treaty of 1792, produced no 
more favourable effect upon his Highness’s mmd than to draw 
from him repeated acknowledgments of your moderation and 
justice 

I was equally unsuccessful in my endeavours to persuade 
his Highness to entei mto any adjustment of his debt to the 
Company 

By my lettei of the 23id of June, despatched overland, I 
had the honoui to inform you of my arrival at Calcutta on 
the 17th May, on the 18th of which month I took charge of 
the Government General of your possessions in India Soon 
after my arrival I despatched to the Government of Fort St, 
George nly final duections for carrying into effect the orders 
of your Secret Committee with legaid to the deposition of 
Amei Smg, the late Rajah 'of Taiijoie, and to the establish- 
ment of Seifojee upon the throne of that kingdom * 


See n 41 
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It was a gieat satisfaction to me to leain from the Govern- 
ment of Foit St Geoige that this signal act of justice toot 
place without occasioning any distuibance at Tanjoie 

The state of youi finances at this Presidency demanded 
my earliest attention 

The enquuy which I proposed to institute* into the vaiious 
branches of expenditure and revenue, as well at this Presi- 
dency as at your other settlements, is commenced in Bengal, 
at Madias, and at Bombay 

At this Presidency I have no doubt that the result of the 
enquiry will lead to a reduction of expense, and to an aug- 
mentation of your resources. 

The detail of my proceedings on this subject shall he for- 
warded to you as soon as the enquiry shall have been com- 
pleted, but in the interval I shall not delay the adoption of 
such measuies as shall appear to promise any substantial and 
speedy benefit to youi affairs 

The state of your public buildings, and of the allowances 
to youi sei vants, under the head of house and office rent, has 
formed one branch of my investigations, and I hope to be 
able to effect a considerable peimanent reduction in the 
chaiges on that head, accompanied by an improvement of 
your estate at Calcutta, as well as by an addition to the ac- 
commodation of your servants, and by other arrangements 
tending to facihtate the despatch of public business in all the 
principal departments of youi civil service 

While I was engaged in considering the means of improving 
the inteinal order and management of your finances, I re- 
ceived intelhgence which led me to apprehend the approach 
of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, aided by a French force Your 
Seciet Committee is in possession of this intelligence, of which 
the result on my mind was, a fiim conviction that the safety 
of your possessions in the peninsula of India demanded that 
youi armies should be placed in an active and early state of 
preparation for war. Accordingly havmg apprized the Go- 
vernor of Fort St. George as eaily as the 9th June,f of my 
apprehensions of the designs of the enemy, and havmg di- 
rected his attention to the probability of our being involved 
in hostilities, on the 20th JuneJ I issued my final orders to 
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tlie Governments of Foit St George and Bombay for calling 
ycJur armies into the field on the coasts of Coiomandel and 
Malabar These oideis have been executed, and I trust 
that the subsequent disclosme of the pi ejects entei tamed by 
France against the British empire m India, and the adven- 
tuious and daring spiiit with which those projects have been 
prosecuted, will sufficiently justify to youi Honourable Court 
the measures of precaution which I deemed it my duty to 
adopt for the defence of your territories , although the im- 
mediate effect of those measures has necessarily occasioned a 
laige inciease of your expenses, a diminution of youi com- 
mercial investment, and a suspension of the improvements 
which I had hoped to have accomplished in the state of your 
pecuniary affairs 

It would have been a most impi evident and mistaken eco- 
nomy to have hazarded the permanent safety of the Biitish 
empiie in India, and to have abandoned the sources of youi 
commeicial prosperity without defence to the attack of the 
enemy, for the purpose of preserving a specious and delusive 
appearance of security in a conjuncture of real danger 

I am persuaded that the wisdom and justice of your Ho- 
nourable Court will leadily approve the policy of sacrificing 
a degree of tempoiaiy advantage to the important object of 
providing an effectual protection for the foundations of your 
trade and revenue, and for the lasting tranquillity of your 
possessions in India 

Undei the expectation of an appioacbmg war with Tippoo 
Sultaun, aided by the French, the state of our alliances with 
the country powers became an anxious object of my consi- 
deration 

I have submitted a full detail of my opinions and proceed- 
ings upon tins subject to your Secret Committee, but it is my 
duty in this place to request the attention of your Honouiable 
Couit to the condition m which I found om alliance with his 
Highness the Nizam, and to the happy impiovement which 
circumstances have enabled me to effect in the nature of oui 
connection with that prmce 

The corps commanded by Fiench officeis in the seivice of 
the Nizam, which, during the last wai with Mysore, amounted 
to no more than 1,500 men, and was at that peiiod of time so 
defective m point of discipline as to be latbei an object of 

VOE I g A 
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contempt than of jealousy to your Governments in India, had 
giadually augmented its numbers and improved its discipline 
under the command of the late Monsieui Raymond, until at 
the peiiod of my airival m India it had neaily reached the 
number of 14,000 men, and had attained a degree of disci- 
pline superior in every respect to that of any native infantiy 
in India, excepting the sepoys entertamed in youi service 
This corps formed the largest and moat efficient branch of 
the mihtaiy establishment of his Highness, and the Fiench 
officers had acquired a considerable ascendancy in his domi- 
nions, and had manifested, on seveial occasions, the symptoms 
of a disposition so arrogant, oveiheanng, and adventurous, 
as to excite alarm m the minds of his Highness and of his 
ministers Although his Highness had entered into no en- 
gagement 01 obligation which in any degree bound him to 
retain this paity m his service, and although their sudden 
dismission would at any moment have been warranted by 
evei y pi inciple of justice, and their continuance at Hyderabad 
threatened the independence, if not the existence of his High- 
ness’s throne, yet the Nizam and his ministers confessed their 
inability to check the growth of a power, of vyhich they ac- 
knowledged the dangerous influence and dreaded the destruc- 
tive effect 

The principles of the French officers commanding this army 
were avowedly the same with those of the persons who for 
some time past have exeicised the poweis of Government in 
France, and their enmity to the British interests was declared 
on all occasions While this army, commanded by Fiench- 
men of such piinciples and views, and of such uncontrolled 
power, lemained in the service of the Nizam, his Highness’s 
alhance must have proved a souice rathei of danger than of 
advantage to the Company, m the event of a war with Tippoo 
Shltaun, and that danger would have been gieatly aggia- 
vated by any cooperation which might have been afforded to 
Tippoo from France Various other considerations will oc- 
cur to the wisdom and experience of ;^om Honourable Cduit, 
to prove the direct and collateral effects which the existence 
of a numerous armed Fiench paity m the centre of the Dec- 
can must have produced, whether in time of war or of peace, 
upon the whole flame of your pohtical inteiests in India' 
Undei these ciicumstances, the expulsion of the French paity 
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from the Court of Hyderabad appeared to me to be a neces- 
saiy part of that system of precaution and defence by which 
I hoped to be enabled eithei to encountei the piessuie of 
war, or to secure the advantages of peace. 

With these views on the 8th July, I instructed the Actmg 
Resident at Hyderabad to open a negociation with his High- 
ness the Nizam, pioposing an addition to the Biitish detach- 
ment serving at Hyderabad, and stipulating for the dismission 
of the coips commanded by French officers in his Highness’s 
sei vice 

A new subsidiary tieaty, founded on this basis, and em- 
bracing other collateial airangements (paiticulaily such con- 
ditions as appealed necessaiy for the lemoval of all causes of 
jealousy, and foi the restoration of union and concoid be- 
tween our two allies, the Peishwa and the Nizam), was signed 
by his Highness at Hyderabad on the 1st of Septembei, and 
ratified by me m Council on the 18th of the same month 

By this treaty an increase is made in the British subsidiary 
force serving with lus Highness of 4,400 men, and an increase 
in the annual subsidy paid by his Highness, of about nineteen 
lacs of rupees The former subsidy having been 53,713 Arcot 
rupees per mensem, and the subsidy under the new tieaty 
being 2,01,425 Aicot rupees per mensem, or 24,17,100 Arcot 
rupees pei annum 

The substance of this treaty was commumcated to the 
Peishwa both previously and subsequently to its conclusion, 
and at both periods he expressed his entire approbation of 
the nature and tendency of the new engagements, as well m 
then operation upon the interests of the Mahratta empire, as 
upon those of the Nizam 

On the 13th July*^ I ordered the Government of Fort St 
George to assemble such a force in the Guntoor Circar as 
might enable me to fulfil the subsidiary engagements of the 
Company, under the new treaty, at the earhest possible period 
subsequent to its conclusion This measure was executed 
with the utmost degree of promptitude and alacrity by Lieu- 
tenant General Harrjs (at that time unitmg in his person the 
offices of Governor of Fort St George, and Commander-in- 
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Clnef on the coast of Coiomandel,) to whose zeal, pubbc 
spmt, and piompt obedience on all occasions wherein I have 
entiusted him with the execution of my ordeis, I am happy 
to he able to beai this public testimony 

The British detachment, undei the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Robeits, reached Hjdeiabad on the 10th Octobei, 
and, on the 22nd October, undei the oiders of his Highness 
the Nizam, and with the coopeiation of a body of his cavahy, 
surjonnded the camp of the Fiench aimy, disaimed all the 
sepoys, and seemed the persons of all the French officeis 
then in the camp This operation was happily effected with- 
out bloodshed and without contest A mutiny having broken 
out in the Fiench camp on the preceding day, and the sepoys 
having impnsoned their officers, the Resident at Hydeiabad 
and Lieutenant Colonel Robeits, with the consent of the 
Nizam, judiciously availed themselves of this favourable op- 
poitunity to execute this important measuie without difficulty 
01 dangei 

The amount of the Fiench foice disarmed on this occasion 
was about 11,000 men, fiom which cucumstance your Ho- 
nouiable Comt will obseive that a pait of the corps was 
absent, on detachment Measuies have been taken foi the 
ariest of those who commanded the detached force The 
Fiench officeis, by my particulai oiders, weie treated with 
eveiy practicable degiee of attention and humanity, at the 
period of then aiiest by our tioops their persons weie in con- 
finement, and then lives m danger fiom the mutiny prevailing 
in then camp , and the greatest difficulty which Colonel Ro- 
beits encounteied was, that of rescuing the impiisoned offi- 
ceis fiom the violence of their own sepoys Paiticular care 
was taken to save the property of the officeis for their use, 
as well as to obtain foi them such aireais of pay and allow- 
ances as weie due to them from his Highness, Captain Kirk- 
patnek infoims me, that he has been completely successful in 
effecting both these desirable objects The Fiench officers 
are now on then passage to this Presidency on board the 
Bombay frigate, which I had pieviously stationed at Masuh- 
patam for their accommodation On then arrival at Calcutta 
it is my intention to receive them with the consideration due 
to then respective lanks, and to allow them every indulgence 
compatible with the secuiity of then pel sons I propose to 
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send them to Emope by the eailiest oppoituinty, using the 
piecaution of dispeismg them in diffeient ships 

On then ai rival in England I have engaged that they shall 
not he tieated as prisoners of war, but shall be immediately 
tianspoited to Fiance, without sulFering any detention foi an 
exchange of piisoneis 

The tieaty under which this measure was executed has 
been already foi warded overland to youi Secret Committee, 
and it nowfoims a number of the secret despatch by the 
-Bu 9 ydice 

The effect of the measuie will, I trust, be highly favoui able 
to your political inteiests in the peninsula of India The 
British subsidiary foice now stationed in the dominions of his 
Highness the Nizam, while it must tend to cement the con- 
nexion between the Company and that Piince, and to rendei 
him a moie useful and efficient ally in the event of war, will 
opeiate at all times as an effectual protection to yoiii posses- 
sions m the N 01 them Ciicais, and the total subversion of 
the Fiench mfluence in the Deccan, under all the ciicuni- 
stances of the present moment, is an event from which I ex- 
pect to derive additional security, not only foi youi teiiitoiies, 
but for the general tranquillity of India 

Among youi servants who have been concerned in the exe- 
cution of my 01 dels, on this occasion, I have already recom- 
mended Lieutenant General Hams to youi favourable notice, 
To his name it is my duty to add those of Captain Knhpa- 
tiick and of Lieutenant Colonel Roberts I found the foiniei 
in the situation of Acting Resident at Hydeiabad, and to his 
zeal, address, discretion, and fiimness, I attribute the early 
success of the negociation enti usted to his management 
Upon the resignation of Colonel Kiikpatiick, I took occa- 
sion to manifest my sense of Captain Kirkpatrick’s meiits, by 
appointing him Resident at the Court of the Nizam 

To the abdity and temper of Lieutenant Colonel Robei ts, 
actmg undei the judicious instructions of the Resident, I at- 
tribute the complete and satisfactoiy execution of the ai tides 
of the tieaty relating to the dismission of the French army, 
and his concdiatory and humane conduct towards the officers 
deserves the highest commendation 

The lumours which have prevailed of the intended ap- 
proach of Zemaim Shah to the fiontiei of Hindostan, although 
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of a vague and contiadictoiy natuie, appealed to me not 
wholly undeserving of attention , and I have the satisfaction 
to inform you that eveiy possible piecaution has been taken 
foi the effectual defence of the fiontier of Oude 

I am happy to be able to mform you that, although I found 
the subsidy of the Nabob Viziei considerably in arrear, I 
have succeeded in peTsuadmg his Excellency to discharge a 
large part of it , and in justice to his Excellency, I am bound 
to declare, that I have found him smcerely disposed to fulfil 
Ins engagements under the tieaty concluded by Lord Teign- 
mouth, and to manifest on eveiy occasion a cordial attach- 
ment to the inteiests of the Company The situation of 
affairs on the coast of Gctromandel, and the necessity of pro- 
viding against the possible event of a war with Tippoo Sdl- 
taun, have hitheito pi evented me from visiting the upper 
provinces But I have not been unmindful of the afifaiis of 
Oude, and I trust that I shall soon be able to turn my undi- 
vided attention to the impiovement of the civil and military 
establishments of the Nabob Viziei 

Although I have deemed it my duty to call youi armies 
into the field in every part of India, my views and expecta- 
tions ai e all directed to the preservation of peace, which in 
the present crisis cannot otherwise be secured than by a state 
of forward piepaiation for war In the mean while you may 
rely on my uni emitting efforts to confine your expenses 
within the most naiiow lumts, and to laise youi commercial 
investment to the highest scale compatible with the indispens- 
able necessity of providing foi the secunty of your pos- 
sessions 

In the evecution of my oideis foi the piotection of youi 
teiutoiies on the coast of Malabar, I am much indebted to 
the zeal and diligence of Mr Duncan and Geneial Stuart, 
and the vigilance and firmness manifested by the Government 
of Bombay on the first intelligence of the pHogiess of the 
French arras m Egypt, have obtained my public and cordial 
approbation It is also a peculiar satisfaction to me to inform 
youi Honourable Court that I have received from Lord Clive 
the most ready and honourable support in the preparations 
foi the defence of the Carnatic, and that reposing the most 
implicit confidence in his Lordship’s anxious sohcitude for the 
prosperity of the general administiation of your aflfaiis eii- 



1798 IHE COURT OF DJRECTORS 359 

ti usted to my hands, as well as in his assiduous attention to 
the peculiai duties of hia own station, I expect to derive con- 
sideiable benefit to youi seivice ftom a sinceie union with 
him in the impoitant task of pieseiving and improvmg the 
interests comirtitted to oui joint chaige 

Notwithstanding the gieat strength of the military force 
now in India, I have deemed it my duty, for the further secu- 
iity of this Presidency to embody the Militia, composed of 
the Emopean and Aimenian inhabitants of Calcutta, and my 
orders for this purpose have been obeyed with an alacrity and 
zeal which strongly indicate the resolution of youi civil ser- 
vants, and of all the Euiopean and Armenian inhabitants of 
Calcutta, to devote then peisonal services to the defence of 
the seat of youi Supieme Government in any exigency which 
may aiise. My intention is to establish this useful coips upon 
a permanent foundation, as an institution from which gieat 
advantage may hereaftei be deiived 
I trust in the course of a few months to be enabled to lay 
before your Honourable Court my observations in detail on 
the great branches of your service, and on the conduct and 
character of your servants acting under my orders Foi the 
present I must content myself with submittmg to your Ho- 
nourable Court a general assurance that I have every reason 
to approve (with few exceptions, the particulars of whrch will 
appear upon the proceedings), the conduct of your servants, 
in all the departments of the Government 

I have had the honour to receive your commands of the 
6th of June, with respect to the regulation of your military 
estabhshments at this Presidency, and I have already di- 
rected that your ordeis with respect to the system of promo- 
tion by regimental rise should be earned into immediate effect 
In the mean while I have the satisfaction to assure you that 
the general disposition of your aimy at this Piesidency is 
such as to merit your approbation and confidence , and I en- 
ter tarn no apprehension of raeetmg any difficulty in the esta- 
bhsbment of the legulations, which you have foi warded to me, 
or of any other, which the wisdom of your Honourable Court 
may deem it advisable to enforce 

By the regular ships of this season, I propose to submit to 
the consideration of youi Honouiable Court my proceedings 
with lespect to the several other pails of your commands 
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In my lettei of the 23d of August, + I had the lionoui to 
inform you of the pi oceedmgs of the British inhabitants at 
Calcutta on the 1 7th of July, of then having pieaented to me 
a dutiful and loyal addiess foi tiansmission to his Majesty, 
and of then having subsciibed to avoluntaiy contiibution for 
the public service of Gieat Biitain m the piesent exigency 
The details of this tiansaction will appear in the printed 
papers of which seveial copies are forwarded by this despatch 
for the use of yom Honourable Court The amount of the 
voluntary contribution remitted to Great Britain by the ship 
Em ydice 13 £95, 8i3 7s lid 

I trust that your Honour able Couit will sanction the ap- 
probation which I deemed it my duty to declare of the spirit 
of loyalty and attachment towards his Majesty’s person, fa- 
mily and government, and of the affectionate solicitude foi the 
safety of the British Empue m Europe, which dictated the 
expressions of the addiess, and the measure of the voluntary 
contiibution 

It was my intention to have despatched the Eurydtce as early 
as the month of September, but the various important events 
which have successively arisen, and my desire to transmit to 
England the most ample details with respect to the state of 
your affaus in India, have induced me to detain her until this 
time 

The original address to his Majesty, with the signatures, is 
forwarded to your Honourable Court by the ship Eurydtce 
I take the liberty of submitting to youi Honourable Coiut my 
request that the addiess may be presented to his Majesty by 
youi Chau man, attended by the whole Court m the most 
public manner 

It was a great pleasure to me to receive the honour of your 
approbation of the ineasuies which I took at the Cape for the 
detention of the Mildred, and for the despatch of your several 
packets by his Majesty’s ship Crescent The approbation of 
your Honourable Court will always form a primary object of 
my ambition 

I have the honour to be. Honourable Sirs, 
with the greatest lespect, 
your most obedient and faithful Servant, 
Mornington. 


Seep 233 
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Lord Clvoe to the Earl of Mouungton 
My Lord, Fort St Gcoige, 29th Nov 1798 

I have the honour to tiansmit foi youi peiusal a papei of 
intelligence, on the coirectness of which, as far as it goes, I 
believe you may with confidence rely It comes thiough the 
channel of a friend of the family of the former King of Mj- 
soie, who had communication and engagements with Loid 
Pigot, Loid Macaitney, and Sii Wdliam Meadows I believe, 
and whose infoimation during the peiiods of then govein- 
ments was found to be of importance, and invaiiably to he 
depended upon This peison, Tiemal Row, keeps up a con- 
nection with the old Queen of Mysoie, who is confined by 
Tippoo, and whose only hopes of the restoi ation of hex family 
arise from the prospect of a war Upon this unfortunate 
Lady’s views and wishes, I expect very soon to be able to 
send your Lordship a paper, which in that event may become 
a subject of your consideration Tremal Row is also connect- 
ed with some persons immediately employed m the Sultan’s 
Government, which though it affoids him superior means of 
infoimation, places him under considerable alarm foi the 
safety of those persons He has howcvei engaged, upon re- 
ceiving assurances of the strictest secrecy, to furnish me with 
the best information, and that object will be completely se- 
cured to him by his commumcating with me thiough Mi. 
Webbe, whose knowledge of the Mahratta language enables 
him to converse in it without the intervention of dubash oi 
inteipieter 

I have the honour to he with the greatest lespect and 
esteem. My Lord, youi Lordship’s, 

Most faithful servant, 

ClilVE 


No evil 

Memo] andiim m Loi d Clive’s Lettei 

28th Nov 1798 

[Intelligence by a peison who left Seiingapatam, 18 days 
since ] 

Tippoo IS extiemely uneasy on account of the infoimation 
lelative to the defeat of the Ficnch fleet at Alexandiia, and 
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the little prospect he now has of being soon succoured by the 
reinforcements piomised him by the French 

He has positive information of the great military piepara- 
tions going on in the Carnatic, and is assured in his own 
mind, that the English intend to attack him without delay 
His own designs not bemg matured, he is desiious at present 
to avoid war, and on this account he means to put himself in 
a state of preparation only, and wait the motions of the 
English — with a view to this plan, he has taken measures to 
augment his infantiy hy 8000 men, and to reciuit his cavalry 
to the numhei of 30,000, besides which from the habits of 
friendship, which subsist between him and Rastiah, he ex- 
pects by means of this peison to leceive the assistance of 
20,000 Mahiatta hoise He is also levying 20,000 Peons to 
be used in plundering, and having sent fox three principal 
Lumbaidies, who frequent the Mysoie countiy, presented 
them each with an elephant, took engagements fiom them, by 
which they are bound to supply him with 50,000 bullocks 
Foi some time past he has been employed in lepauing the 
works of Seringapatam, and in consequence the fort is in an 
unfinished state, and conceiving it might fall, if attacked by 
the English, he has prepared Chittledioog and Pajoonda foi 
the leception of his family and tieasuie, thus meamng to keep 
the field in person should his capital he beseiged Of his 
family and treasure, howevei , no part is yet removed from 
Seringapatam Of late he has with the greatest secrecy, 
issued to the Mint Master at Seiingapatam, to be coined, bul- 
lion gold and silver, sufficient for 30 lacs of sultaney pagodas, 
and 20 lacs of sultaney lupees A Killadai with 200 men is 
again estabhshed at Bangalore, and appeal ances indicate 
that the place will be re-foitified In older that his troops 
may be ready to act in the event of the English commencing 
hostilities, he has stationed in diffeient places m the Coimha- 
toie about 3000 horse, and a few infantry, and a body of 
Peons with oiders to enter the southern provinces, and ra- 
vage them from Trichxnopoly to Tmnevelly — 6000 horse are 
also distributed in the districts of Malwagh, and that neigh- 
bourhood with similar orders for the purpose of plundering 
the Carnatic Muddoo Chan and Ghazn Chan's son, who 
command the Beid horse, are particularly cautioned to have 
then corps m readiness for predatory service. 
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The Earl of Mornmgton to Tvppoo Sultaun 

Fort •William, Dec 10th, 1798 

I had the honour of addiessing a fiiendly letter to youi 
Highness, on the 8th of November''* last, in which I stated a 
variety of impoi tant points, to which your Highness would no 
doubt perceive the propriety and necessity of giving your 
earliest and most serious consideration I particularly hope, 
that your Highness will have been sensible of the advantages 
likely to result to all parties, from the conciliatory measure of 
my deputing Major Doveton to you, which I pioposed in that 
letter, 

I expect to have the pleasuie of finding your answer to 
that letter on my arrival at Madras, for which place I am on 
the point of setting out ftom Calcutta I hope to arrive at 
Madias about the same time that this letter reaches you, and 
should any circumstances hitheito have prevented your an- 
swering my last letter of the 8th Novembei, I assuie myself 
that you will immediately, on your receipt of this, despatch a 
sdtisfactoiy leply to it, addressed to me at Madras 
I am, &c &c. 

Mornington. 


No. CIX 

The Earl of Mot mngton to Lotd Clttie 
My Lord, Fort William, lOth Dec 1 798 

I despatch this lettei by an express vessel to inform your 
Loidship, that a consideration of the delays which must aiise 
from the necessity of a reference to me in the event of Tippco 
Sultaun’s acceding to my proposition for an amicable negoti- 
ation, has determined me to pioceed to Fort St George, on 
board the Sybille, and that I hope to be able to embark on 
Monday next. 

The Shah has crossed tlie Attock, and is certainly at 
Lahore with a large army. The Seiks will give every op- 
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position within their power to his piogiess, hut then in- 
teiiia] distiactions preclude the possibihty of then meeting his 
aiiny m the field The Mahratta powei on the noith western 
fiontier of Hindostan, is nearly in the same state and teinpei 
as the Seiks, and Scindiah’s return, (the object of my early 
and uni emitted endeavouis) appeals as distant and uncertain 
as ever In this state of affairs (of which I have received the 
account just now) I have deteimined that Sn Aimed Claike, 
shall remain heie m charge of the Government and of the 
army instead of proceeding to the coast, while I shall en^ 
deavoui with youi Lordship’s assistance, to bung matters in 
your quartei to a distinct issue 

Under these circumstances the command of the army des- 
tined eventually against Mysoie, will remain in the hands of 
General Harris, who will now consider himself at liberty to 
form his plan of general operations, and to direct the move- 
ment of the army accoidnig to his judgment My wish is 
that the battermg tiain should be advanced as near the fron- 
tier as possible without delay But I am awaie, that until 
It can be determined through which pass the army is to pro- 
ceed mto Mysore, rt may be difficult to fix any forward point 
at which the tram should be stationed , and rt is impossible 
to determme the route of our army, until we shall have ascer- 
tamed the time when we may expect the junction of the 
Nizam’s force Adveiting to these difficulties, I must leave 
It to your Lordship and General Hams to make such ar- 
rangements as may appear most advisable, appnzmg you 
that my wish is to advance the train as near as possible to 
the frontier It is equally an object of my anxiety, that youi 
whole aimy should be advanced m the same mannei as 
speeddy as may he piacticahle, consistently with the obseiva- 
tions which I have applied to the station of the batteimg 
tram, and which are equally applicable to that of the army. 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Morninuton.. 
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Si) J fl Craig to the Eml of Moimngton 
My Lord, Camp at Putty Ghur, Dec 13, 1 7*18 

Since I had the honoi of addressing youi Lordship on the 
29th ultimo, nothing has occuiied, upon which I could deem 
it necesaaiy to intiude upon your Loidship’s time 
The Coinmandei-in-Chief will have i epoi ted to youi Loi dsliip 
the maich of the last of the troops undei my command, with 
which I joined the division under Colonel Claike, at this place 
yesteiday, and shall pioceed the day after tomoirow towaids 
Anopsheei, where I shall direct General Stuart to join me 
I hope the whole will be collected by the 26th 

Youi Loidship will be aware, that having left fom batta- 
lions undei the command of Colonel Russell, to act as maybe 
expedient, with a view to the internal security of the Vizier’s 
dominions, we shall have in the field ten native battalions, and 
two of Euiopeans, with four legiments of cavahy, besides the 
independent regiment undei Colonel Biuce Fiom the great 
length of time which it has required to piepaie the artillery 
and stores diiected to be sent from Chunai,and which so far 
exceeded what I could suppose to be necessary, that I could 
not think of suffering any further delay on their account we 
are something deficient m these respects , I have however 
made ariangements for sending part after us, and having ap- 
propriated a consideiahle portion to the service of Colonel 
Russell’s corps, in the confidence that he could not have any 
occasion foi them foi some time , I hope that in every event 
we cannot suffer much inconvenience on that head In the 
article of cattle and carnage of every sort, our supply is ample , 
indeed I do not believe that any army in India was ever in a 
state moie compleat as to the means of movement 

Being extiemely anxious foi the junction of the 7th regi- 
ment, which IS now on the Lucknow duty, I wrote on the 8th 
to Ml Lumsden to pi ess the Nabob to come to an immediate 
determination lelative to his joining the army, and to fix a 
shoit day foi his depaituie, in case he should continue m the 
resolution of accompanying us The result of a long con- 
feience which he had with the Nabob on the subject was, 
that he would remain at Lucknow, but he was extiemely 
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pressing to have some of the Company’s tioops left foi his 
piotection, indeed he made it almost a condition As he 
would emhairass us a good deal hy his presence, I have con- 
sented that a hattahon of Colonel Russell’s corps shall remain 
witli him, and I had the less difficulty m domg so, fiom con- 
sidering that m case of any movement on the pait of the Ro- 
hiUas, capable of exciting alaim, timely notice will always be 
had, and the feais of the Nabob himself will leadily suggest 
the expediency of this battalion joining the remainder of 
Colonel Russell’s coips, destined chiefly foi the expiess pui- 
pose of opposing these people. 

Although I have made arrangements upon a very large 
scale, and at a very considerable expence, for procuring in- 
telligence immediately fiom the Shah’s camp, a sufficient time 
has not yet elapsed, to receive any benefit fiom them, and at 
present I depend entirely upon the communications made to 
me hy Colonel Collins and Mr Lumsden, vrhich aie of course 
regularly transmitted to your Loidship, from the latest it 
would seem, as if the Shah was in the intention of establish- 
ing himself m the Pungah, before he piosecutes his further 
objects, and Colonel Collins informs me, that he has grounds 
for thmking, that with this view, he is usmg his endeavours 
to conciliate the Seik Chiefs If this should really he the 
case, it will necessarily occasion his remainmg at Lahore 
some tune It appears indeed, that it would be an act of ex- 
treme temerity in him to advance, until he has secured these 
people, either by conquest or conciliation, but at the same time 
must It be confessed, that their resistance both on this and on 
the last occasion, has been so inconsideiable — the opportu- 
nity offered hy the divisions in the Mahratta Government is 
so favorable, and the Shah’s wants with respect to money, 
seem to be so pressing, that it is fai fiom improbable, that he 
might determine to encounter all the hazards of the step, to 
reach Delhi, where alone he can look for any possible supply, 
though perhaps be may be sensible, that he must proceed 
further to render it any wise efficient. 

Were the Seiks umted as a nation, I should think it 
scarcely possible that they would ever enter into the Shah’s 
interests, they must know that them existence is incompati- 
ble with them, and they must feel that by forwarding that 
Prince’s views, they would only lender him the more perfect 
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mastei of then fate , but m then present distiacted and dis- 
united state, wheie no union or concert is to be expected, 
wheie no piospect appeals of successful opposition, wheie 
mutual jealousy and distiust must magnify the dangei and 
aggiarate then fears, — is it not highly piobahle, that dis- 
tant considerations will be saciificed to the inteiests of the 
moment, — is it not likely, that viewing it as the only possible 
means of securing then pei sonal safety, they may be anxious 
to anticipate each other in meeting the Shah’s advances 
Should this surmise be leahsed, though the lequisite ar- 
rangements may piobably delay him some little time at La- 
hore, he will be enabled to advance shortly without the 
risk of leaving an enemy behind him, but on the contiaiy, 
with enci eased strength by the accession of that very enemy 
The Mahrattas are hkewise, it appears, in the determina- 
tion of assembhng at Delhi, but of themselves I am convinced 
they vill do as little as the Seiks I am led to believe that 
the appearance of oui army assembhng on the fiontiei, has 
been theil only inducement foi this apparent vigoui, which, 
unless supported, will terminate in appearance only 

These are considerations which, though I assume the li- 
berty of mentioning them as they suggest themselves to my 
mind, I have not a doubt that they have already met with 
eveiy necessary attention from youi Lordship, where they 
will have their due weight m the decision of the question, 
whethei to confine our foice to the piecise defence of the 
Viziei’s dominions, or by advancing to give support to the 
Mahrattas, and encouragement to the Seiks 
I have the honoui to be. 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient and humble Servant, 

J H Craig 

P S Smce writing the above. Colonel Colhns has commu- 
nicated some intelligence which he has just received fiom 
Delhi, by which it would appear that the Seiks are actilally 
assembled m some numbeis at Amrutsn, that skirmishes have 
taken place between them and the Shah’s troopfe, but there is 
nothmg yet that can lead me to alter my opinion as to What 
IS to he expected from these people Without suppoit, I am 
convinced they will do little that is effectual 
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The Earl of Monungton to hts Excellenci/ Real Admiial Ramier 
Sir, Fort William, ISth Dec 1 798 

It gives me gieat satisfaction to find tliat I have anticipated 
youi Excellency’s wishes with respect to aiming such India- 
men and othei vessels as appeared fit foi the puipose The 
ships EarlHowe and Pttncess Chailotte, having been armed 
and manned as completely as the circumstances of this port 
will admit, weie despatched, on the 12th December, under 
the instructions aheady foiwaided to you. I take this occa- 
sion to recommend to your favourable notice Captain Bur- 
1 owes of the Earl Howe, and Captain Prescott of the P; zncess 
Charlotte, they manifested the utmost zeal and alaciity in 
piepaiing foi a seivice which does not affoid the prospect of 
any othei reward than the approbation of youi Excellency 
and of the public 

I return youi Excellency many thanks for your obliging 
attention in permitting me to exeicise my discretion on the 
important question of detaimng the Syhille on this station I 
will state to you, without reseive, the considerations on which 
my opinion has been formed, and on which it now lests 
The great object of all our efforts, in the piesent ciisis, is 
to prevent the success of the joint designs of Tippoo Sultaun 
and of the Fiench On the one hand, we must endeavour to 
intercept all communication by sea between Tippoo and the 
French , on the other hand, it is an equally urgent duty, with 
the same view, to stiengthen oui army in the Carnatic to the 
utmost possible degiee, in older to provide against all contin- 
gencies To your Excellency, in this confidential communi- 
cation, I will state consideiations of a moie secret natuie, 
which affect my judgment on this question 

The period of the season, the state of the Fiench aimy m 
Egypt, and every accompanying ciicumstance, leave little ap- 
piehension of the approach of any considerable French force 
to the coast of Malabar before the month of March oi April. 
In the meanwhile the happy revival of our alliances with the 
native powers, the destruction of the French paity in the 
Deccan, the advanced state of oui piepaiations foi war on 
the coasts of Coromandel and of Malabar, and the expected 
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ai rival of laige lemfoi cements fiom the Cape and fiom Eu- 
lope, place us m a commanding situation m the peninsula of 
India Being convinced of the hostile natuie of Tippoo’s 
views, I am lesolved to avail myself of the piesent favouiahle 
moment to reduce his powers of olFence, either by the terioi 
01 by the actual employment of oiii arms , foi it is evident 
that, if we suffer him to continue his piepaiations for war 
without molestation, the same piessuic of danger under which 
we have lately suffered, wdl come upon us m the next season 
with redoubled force A blow struck now may save cioies 
of rupees and thousands of lives, by rendering Tippoo unable 
to avail himself of the future assistance of Fiance whenever 
she may be able to renew her attempts against India 

With these views, I have oideied a consideiable foice to 
be embarked for Fort St George, and large convoys of ar- 
tillery, stoies, and piovisions, will be constantly passing fiom 
this port to the coast duimg the next monsoon. The failuie 
of the crops on the coast will render it still moie necessaiy to 
send constant and ample supplies of rice to that quarter 

My intention is to try the effect of negociation with the 
Sultaun in the first instance , if that should fail, war will be- 
come inevitable 

Under these circumstances, it is absolutely necessaiy to 
secure a free inter com se between this port and the coast of 
Coromandel, and this object is intimately connected with the 
views which the Lords of the Admiralty and your Excellency 
enter tarn of frustrating the combined projects of Tippoo and 
of France, and of affording defence to the British empire in 
India. 

If one 01 two of the enemy’s large fiigates fiom Batavia 
were to enter the bay of Bengal during the piesent monsoon, 
they would be supeiior to any opposition which I could pro- 
vide by aiming Indiamen, oi such other vessels as this iivei 
affords 

The Syhille, theiefoie, is the only foice on which I can 
rely at piesent for seeming an intercourse with the coast of 
Coromandel, and I consider her continuance in the Bay of 
Bengal to be indispensably necessaiy to the public service, 
either with a view to the possibility of an inuption from 
Tippoo into the Carnatic, or to the great object of antici- 
pating his hostilities by oui alacrity and firmness. 

VOL i 2 b 
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Your Excellency will, I tiust, concur in acknowledging the 
stiength of the reasons which have induced me to avail my- 
self of the discretion which you have allowed me, to detam 
the Syhille on this station, until Captain Cooke shall leceive 
your fuithei ordeis I also tiust that the aimed Indiamen 
will aiiive under your command hefoie you could have ex- 
pected them, and that then piesence will prove useful 

The emharkation of tioops to the coast will take place in 
the couise of this week, and having consulted with the Ma- 
ime Board and with Captain Cooke, I have judged it advi- 
sable to recommend, foi the puipose of despatch, that the 
Syhille should cimze foi a short time olF the Aimegon sand, 
while the Nonsuch shall be stationed at the mouth of the 
Hooghly, and that the tiansports shall run down to Madias 
sepal ately, as they shall happen to be leady for sea, without 
waiting to sail in one convoy This arrangement will also 
enable Captain Cooke to leceive youi Excellency’s final ol- 
der s at Madras much soonei than he could have expected, if 
the Syhille had cruized oflf the Sand heads. 

The situation of affairs lendermg it necessary for me to 
proceed to Madias, I have requested Captain Cooke to allow 
me a passage on board the Syhille, and as soon as she can 
be ready for sea, I propose to embark with Captain Cooke 
accordingly He gives me reason to expect that the Syhille 
will drop down the river to-moirow, and be ready for sea on 
Wednesday next. 

The Presidency of Fort St George will become the seat 
of the Supieme Government durmg my lesidence there, my 
hope IS, that I shall not be under the necessity of lemaming 
on the coast more than two months Youi Excellency wiU 
have the goodness to address youi commands to me at Fort 
St George, until further advice The Cornwallis wi[\ convey 
part of my establishment to Fort St George, and will from 
thence be despatched to join your Excellency, touching at 
Pointe de Galle and Anjengo for your orders The Bombay 
frigate being employed on the important service of conveymg 
the French officers and privates (lately dismissed from the 
service of the Nizam under the stipulations of the new treaty) 
to Fort William, is not yet arrived in the Hooghly, as soon 
as she arrives, I shall despatch her to youi Excellency, under 
the same instructions as those of the Cornwallis 
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If your Excellency sliould sitill deem it necessary to call the 
Sybille to the coast of Malabar, I must, in that case, request 
that the armed Indiamen and the Cornwallis may be ordered 
to return to this station with all piacticable expedition I am 
aware that the letuin of these ships cannot be effected for a 
considerable time, and I have despatched them to the coast 
of Makbai m the confident hope that the leasons which I 
have urged foi the detention of the Syhille will make the 
same impiession on youi Excellency’s judgment which they 
have produced on mine 

I entirely concui with youi Excellency in opinion that the 
defence of the Company’s possessions on the coast of Malabar, 
and the blockade of Tippoo’s ports, demand your first atten- 
tion I confess that I do not now see the least piospect of 
any attempt of the Fiench thiough the Persian gulf, and I 
conclude that you wdl exeicise your discretion (justified by 
the actual state of circumstances) in the execution of such 
parts of the oideis of the Loid’s Commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty as relate to the establishment of a cruize in that 
quarter 

I shall detain whatevei large ships shall ariive fiom China 
until I shall receive youi fuithei commands, but I shall not 
aim them befoie I know that you require then assistance 
On this subject I shall expect youi orders at Madras 

I return youi Excellency many thanks for youi obliging 
congratulations on the late happy result of my measures at 
the Couit of the Nizam 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 
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Minute in the Secret Depaitment 

The Governor-General. Foit William, 14th Dec 1798. 

The military regulations contamed m the separate letter 
from the Honourable the Couit of Directors, of the 6th of 
June, 1798, havmg been carried into effect, as far as they 
related to the alterations in the estabhshments, and to the 
arrangement of regimental rank, I now proceed to explaui 
the motives which have determined me to suspend the exe- 



cution of the oideis of the Court, with i elation to certain 
allowances granted by this Government in June, 1796 

If the present tempei of the aimy at this Piesidency af- 
forded any giound to suspect that the execution of the reduc- 
tions 01 dered by the Com t would produce either disrespectlul 
lemonstrance oi intemperate opposition on the part of the 
officers, no ciisis, however extieme, would have induced me 
to modify the orders of the Court In such a case, the powei 
and authority of the Government and the discipline of the 
army would have been at stake , and every other considera- 
tion must have been superseded by the indispensable neces- 
sity of subduing every remnant of the spirit of insuboidination, 
and of preserving the mam spring of our mihtaiy strength 
But I am happy to declare my conviction that the army is 
now in a tempei to leceive, with dutilul submission, whatever 
legulations the Government may chuse to enforce The ques- 
tion of disciphne (which must have precluded all exercise of 
my discretion) now no longer exists 

On the other hand, I should not have deemed myself at 
liberty to exercise any discretion in the execution of the 
Court’s ordeis, if the circumstances of the present conjunc- 
ture had not been of a natuie not only extiaordinaiy, but 
unknown to the Court at the time of despatching the letter 
of the 6th of June 

On any occasion of a different desciiption, my duty would 
have been that of imphcit obedience, whatever might have 
been my opinion of the policy of the regulations which I had 
been ordered to carry mto effect 

The Court of Diiectois could not be aware, in the month 
of June, of the dangeis which now tin eaten eveiy part of the 
British possessions in India. 

On every point of oui fiontiei we are threatened by the 
designs of powerful enemies, and the disclosuie of those de- 
signs has aheady compelled us to call a laige pait of oui 
armies into the field, where we have eveiy reason to appie- 
hend that active and aiduous opeiations may soon become 
necessaiy As far as we can form any conjecture on the 
course of future events, it is probable that the actual service 
of the whole of our army may be lequned, at no distant peiiod, 
to contend against the most foimidable combuiation, by which 
the Biitish empire m India was ever menaced Even in such 
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a conjunctuie I nevei would have eubmitted to make any 
coinpiomise with a disobedient aimy I should have consi- 
deied the restoration of discipline and oidei m the aimy to 
be the most necessaiy of all piepaiations foi wai 

Although submission to a mutmous army is a weak policy 
m any conjunctuie of affaiis, a crisis, which demands eveiy 
mihtaiy exertion, is not the season in which, any incentive to 
zeal and alaciity can be withdrawn fiom the aimy without a 
consideiable aggravation of the existing dangei , the conti- 
nuance of a scale of allowance which the officers have en- 
joyed, and which they deem necessaiy to enable them to meet 
the losses and expenses incidental to actual seivice m the 
field, must operate as a considerable incitement to the cor- 
dial and willing discharge of duty under the pressure of ac- 
cumulated laboui and inci eased charges , while the reduction 
of such allowances, on the eve of a general wai, might be 
expected to throw a damp upon the spuit of the whole ser- 
vice, and to send our officers into the field in a temper of 
less eneigy, promptitude and aidour, than might correspond 
with the exigency of the pubhc service 

It became my duty to enqune whether the immediate exe- 
cution of the 01 dels of the Court of Directors was likely to 
pioduce this fatal efl^ect, and, in examining this impoitant 
question, I adveited to the seveial articles of reduction which 
have been ordeied, and I consideied the allowances of the 
several officers on the i educed scale, with a view to ascei tarn 
the proportion which their several mcomes would beai to 
then respective ranks and duties, and to theu expenses in 
the field 

The first article of reduction is the hatta of brevet rank to 
the ofliceis of his Majesty’s legiments serving m India, and 
to the officeis of the Company’s army 

In his Majesty’s aimy in Em ope, officeis having rank by 
brevet, when seivmg in the field with mixed coips, and con- 
sequently doing duty accoidmg to theu rank in the army, re- 
ceue ceitain allowances undei the denomination of bat and 
foiage, correspondent to the lank which they hold by brevet, 
and the reason of this practice appears to be just The 
officers by bievet paitake of the same duties with those 
holding the same ranks legimentally, and, in many cases, 
command those of the same regimental rank , the officers by 
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brevet, theiefoie, necessaiily have occasion foi similai conve- 
luences and for similar means of meeting the expense inci- 
dental to similar duty 

Batta in India can only he consideied as a diffeient deno- 
mination foi the allowance of bat and forage granted m the 
mannei described to his Majesty’s officers in Europe, and 
the reasons for granting batta to the bievet officers in India 
appeals to stand on grounds of equal necessity. 

Although the instances of brevet lank in Bengal pi eviously 
to the aiiival of the late military legulations were raie, liis 
Majesty’s officers, servmg in othei parts of India, have long 
been in the enjoyment of the batta of then bievet lank 

If the vaiious advantages gained undei the late regulations 
by the Company’s officers ought to be consideied as sufficient 
to counterbalance the leduction now ordered as far as it ap- 
phes to their case, it is mamfest that his Majesty’s officers 
have not paiticipated in those advantages, the pioposed le- 
dUction will, theiefoie, fall with aggravated foice on his Ma- 
jesty’s officeis 

Durmg the wai in Mysoie, Lord Cornwallis, with a just 
consideration' of the expenses of officeis incident to their le- 
speCtive situations, piocuied foi lieutenant colonels, com- 
manding wings of the army, the batta of colonel, and a certain 
allowance to officers commanding brigades , Loi d Cornwallis 
also peimitted the captams performing the duties of field 
officers of the day to receive the batta and prize money of 
majors, though not possessing that rank by brevet, and cei- 
tainly it appeals necessaiy that the income of officers should 
be proportioned to the duty which they are to discharge, and 
the rank which they are ohhged to maintain 

On these grounds it appeared to me, that the officers by 
brevet would sufiei a real hardship when called into service 
in the field, if not allowed to receive the hatta of then bievet 
rank 

The second reduction is table allowances of one thousand 
rupees per month to colonels on duty m India, not being 
generals on the staff 

In Older to aseeitain the propriety of this allowance, it is 
necessaiy to state the monthly receipts of a colonel, which aie 
1060 Sonant lupCes , to which is to be added the supplies of 
the off-ieckomng, not amounting to more than 550 rupees pei 
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month, making in the aggiegate a monthly income of 1600 
Sonant rupees Even in tune of peace, with the advantage of 
quaiteis, this mconie is notmoie than sufficient to maintain an 
officer in a manner suitable to the piecedence which is assigned 
to the lankof colonel in civil society in India, oi to enable him 
occasionally to entertain the officeis of his regiment, and al- 
though it must be admitted, that the colonel commandant of 
ai tillery (to whom, and to the colonel commandant of cavalry 
and chief engineer, the table allowance of one thousand ru- 
pees pel month is contmued bj the oideis of the Court) has 
the supeimtendance of a more extensive corps , yet it can 
larely happen that so large a piopoition of officeis can be 
present with him as is attached to an Euiopean oi a native 
1 egiment It must also bp observed, that upon whatevei ser- 
vice the colonel is employed, however expensive and laborious, 
(excepting in the Vizier’s dominions) his mcome admits of no 
increase Noi is it less material to remark that, although the 
original regulations were understood to confer upon the 
colonel his regiment for hfe, even during his residence in 
England, (subject of course to be recalled to India whenever 
his services should be lequiied), it has been subsequently 
explained, that it is the intention of the Honourable Court to 
subject the colonel of a regiment to the rules of retiring from 
the service m common with other officers By the late oideis, 
the officeis of the rank of colonel on actual service would 
suffer a diminution of more than a thud of then present in- 
come, and would also be ultimately deprived of an indulgence 
which is considered m his Majesty’s amy as the reward of 
past services. 

The third article is the supeiioi batta to any officer updei 
the rank of colonel in command of a regiment or battalion 

This increase (in some instances only occasional and tem- 
poiary) is not positively disallowed by the recent orders, ex- 
cepting in some cases, wheie the the colonel shall be present 
with the regiment oi batttahon The Honourable Couit ap- 
pears to doubt the necessity of extending this indulgence to 
both the officeis lespectively in command of the two batta- 
lions of a native regiment 

The conclusion must be, that the allowance may be continued 
to the senioi officer of a regiment when the colonel shall be ab- 
sent , because the senior officer in that case will be exposed to 
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an additional expense Foi the same i eason, the allowance ough t 
to be continued to both the od&ceis comiiiaiiding the two bat- 
talions of a native legiment, when sepaiated, and when the 
colonel shall not he piesent with eithei battalion , when the 
colonel shall be piesent with one of the battalions, the 
supeiioi batta ought to be continued to the officer command- 
ing the othei battalion As this sepaiation of battalions must 
fiequently happen, it may peihaps not exceed the Couit’s in- 
tention (w'hich is not on this occasion peiemptoiily expressed) 
if the supeiioi batta be allowed to the officeis commanding 
both battalions of a native legiment whenevei the colonel 
shall not be present with eithei battalion 

The fouith aiticle relates to the additional pay of one 
rupee per day to captainlieutenants, the continuance of which 
IS left optional with the Government of India 

The pay of a captain lieutenant being the same as that of a 
lieutenant, and his batta, when on half batta, only one lupee 
pel day moie, if the additional allowance of one i up ee pei 
day be i educed, he will in point of income be placed in the 
same situation with a lieutenant, excepting the diffeience in 
the giatuity, which is twelve rupees pei month I have, there- 
foie, no hesitation m declaiing, that “ the additional allowance 
IS absolutely necessaiy to support the rank ot captain lieu- 
tenant ” 

Fifth The batta of captain to bievet captains (piomoted 
in consequence of then having been of fifteen yeais standing) 
is oidered to be discontinued, and one lupee pei day to be 
established in lieu theieof 

The Court of Diiectois declaie it to be impossible foi them 
to concur in the measui e of giving captain’s batta to the cap- 
tains by bievet, who aie the subject of this aiticle, but in 
ordei to lendei thepecumaiy situations of officeis of this de- 
scription adequate to then laiik, the Coiiit does not object to 
an allowance of one rupee pei day to bievet captains, in ad- 
dition to their usual pay and allowances of lieutenant 

The difference between the half batta of a captain and that 
of a lieutenant is one rupee per day, consequently the bievet 
captams wall sustain no loss m gaiiison and in cantonments , 
but in the field, on full batta, they will suffci a diminution of 
one lupee pei day, and on the Viziei’s allowances of thiee 
lupees per day 
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The situation of the&e officeis has a peculiar claim to atten- 
tion The Honouiahle Couit of Directois, in consideiation of 
then long sei vice, granted, supeiioi lank to them, thereby ad- 
vancing them out of the subaltern line, and raising them to 
an honoiaiy distinction 

This description of officeis foims the hulk of the most la- 
boiious and eftective pait of the officeis of the aimy , and the 
1 eduction will fall upon them on then taking the field, in a 
situation of incieased fatigue and expense 

Since the abolition of the double hatta on foieign seivice, 
the alaciity to engage in that seivice is considerably dimi- 
nished , noi ought this to be a mattei of astonishment when 
the fact IS ascei tamed, that the piesent income of bievet cap- 
tains will haidly heai the additional expenses which duty m the 
field neccssaiily occasions by the enhanced late of seivants’ 
wages, by the incieased price of piovisions, by the wear and 
teai of camp equipage, and by the loss of cattle, always inci- 
dent to such service 

It may be urged, that the additional rupee per day granted 
by the Honouiahle Court of Directors, by laising the income 
of bievet captains above that of lieutenants, pieseives the due 
piopoition, but we must also look to the proportion which the 
income of bievet captains will beai to that of captain, the 
title and the lank which they really hold It will be found 
on calculation that the income of the brevet captains, with the 
additional lupee pei day, will he 7£ lupees per month less 
than that of captain , and 43 rupees pei month less, even 
with the continuance of the captains batta Under this last 
liead, therefore, the reduction would fall heavily on the most 
eflicient class of the officeis of the army at the moment when 
then services would be most necessary to the state. 

The result of a deliberate examination of the operation of 
the proposed i eductions convinced me that they would pio- 
duce so consideiable a diminution of the mcome of eveiy 
class of officeis, as well m His Majesty’s as m the Honoiu- 
able Company’s seivice, as must he seveiely felt thioughout 
the whole army , that they would pi ess with pecuhar weight 
upon the most laboiious and effective class of officeis, the 
brevet captains of fifteen years standing, and that the pres- 
sure would be most severe upon the officeis employed in the 
field, on whose zeal andexeitions must depend oui means of 
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defence against the impending attack of the enemy Undei 
these circumstances, I thought it my duty to suspend the 
execution of such paits of the ordeis of the Honouiable 
Couit as appealed to me likely to cast any degiee of damp 
upon the spiiits of then officers at the same time, howevei, 
I took occasion to modify the Vizier’s allowances, and to in- 
ti oduce a regulation foi the purpose of piecluding all future 
claims to aiieais of batta acciuing undei piomotions by 
bievet 

In examining the policy of reducing the military allowances 
at this critical period, I was led to considei the extent of the 
saving which would be effected at this Presidency by that re- 
duction, and to compare it with the charges as they will stand 
under the modification of the Comt’s orders, which I have 
thought it advisable to adopt 

The account No 1 will show the effect which would have 
resulted from the complete execution of the Couit’s oideis at 
tins Presidency , and the paper No S will show the compa- 
rative effect of the modification of those orders, accompanied 
by the regulation which confines the Vizier’s allowance of 
regimental rank in correspondence with pay, instead of con- 
tinuing it, as origmally ordered, in coriespondence with batta, 

Upon the result of the two accounts it appeals, that the 
monthly difference of charge at this Presidency will amount 
to Sonat Rupees 12,480 

It must be observed that the heaviest part of this charge 
consists of the batta to brevet officeis, and is not of a peima- 
nent nature, hut must progressively deciease 

If, howevei, the difference between the two accounts were 
to be considered as a chaige of a peimanent natuie, I do not 
conceive that it would be deemed an object of sufficient mag- 
mtude to justify me in hazaidmg the consequences to be ap- 
prehended flom any abatement of the spirit of the aimy in 
the present ciiais 

I have already declared that if the actual state of affairs in 
India had either been of a less pressing nature, oi had been 
known to the Honoiable Court of Directois m the month of 
June, 1798, I should not have presumed either to have sus- 
pended the execution of then ordeis, oi to have submitted 
any lemaiks upon the justice oi policy of the proposed re- 
ductions But the pecuhai exigency of this conjunctuie 
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having lendered the intei position of my disci etion a inattei 
of indispensable duty on my pait, a consideiable interval of 
time must necessaiily elapse befoie the final judgment of the 
Couit on this interesting question can leach then servants m 
India During this interval it has appeared to me to be a 
part of my duty to lay befoie the Couit such considerations 
as have occurred to me, not only with lespect to the present 
expediency, but also to the fundamental justice and policy of 
the proposed reductions as apphcahle to the pecuniary situa- 
tion of the Kang’s and Company’s officers serving in India 

It will rest with the wisdom of the Honorable Court, after 
a due exammation of the foregoing lemaiks, to deteimine 
whether the allowances in question shall ultimately be conti- 
nued 01 abolished 

If it should be the final pleasure of the Court to abolish 
them, It will be my duty to enforce that order, whenever a 
change in the condition of pohtical affairs in India shall ap- 
pear to the Honoiable Court to admit of such a measure 
The step which I have taken has not been dictated by any 
remonstrance, or claim of light, on the part of the officers, 
but by the spontaneous operation of my own free and un- 
biassed judgment, actuated by a deliberate sense of public 
duty No principle of discipline has been sacrificed, or even 
brought into question on the present occasron , and rf I should 
ultimately be ordered by the Court to cairy the proposed 
reductions into effect, I am satisfied that I shall be able to 
obey then commands without any difficulty arising from the 
temper of then army 

I have thought fit to record my sentiments on this occasion 
m the Secret Department from a sense of the evils which 
have been produced on former occasions by the pubhc dis- 
cussion of the interests and claims of the ofiicers of the army, 
and with a full confidence that the Secret Committee will sub- 
mit this Mmute to the Honorable Court of Directors in such 
a mannei as shall be best calculated to secure the object of 
my remarks 
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No cxni 

Jjord Cltve to the Earl of Morning ton 

My Lord, Fort St George, 17tli Dee 1798 

From all the combined infoimation received of Seringapa- 
tara, it IS reasonable to conclude that the woiks going on 
there aie in a very unbnished state, and that if the place can 
be attacked this season it will easily fall I have the satis- 
faction to acquaint youi Loidship, that it is Colonel Close’s 
opinion, which I believe to be the best that can be had in this 
country, that with exeition the aiiny may leach Seiingapa- 
tam by the middle of Maich, and that six weeks is ample 
time foi its leduction Theie is reason to believe that the 
Sultaun’a army is at present in a veiy indifferent state, but 
that with the assistance of some French officers, whom he has 
lately engaged in his seivice, it may become formidable in 
anotliei yeai. Undei these circumstances, I am induced to 
give it to yom Lordship as my sinceie opinion, that youi 
coming to tins country would be attended with the most be- 
neficial consequences to the public cause. Your presence 
would preclude the delays of reference to Bengal, and youi 
union with Sii A. Claik, who I am happy to heai we aie so 
soon to expect, would give such weight and efficacy to youi 
negotiations, or offensive operations, should you be obliged to 
have lecouise to them, as would in all human piobabihty in- 
siue success to yom measuies, and peimit me to say that in 
case youi Loidship shall deteimine to visit the coast, I 
shall have much moie satisfaction in obeying youi commands 
wlien present, than at the distance you now are 

I cannot conclude this letter without testifying to your Lord- 
ship how much I feel the sentiments of friendship and regard 
expiessed towaids me, nor without assuimg you with what 
jileasuie I entertain the offei of that connection, which you have 
the goodness to say you seek with me, upon giounds so honor- 
able as those of mutually devoting oui labouis to, and sliaiing 
the difficulties, and honoui of defending and saving so valua- 
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luable a part of the British Empiie, as oui possession in 
India ! 

I have the honom to be with the gieatest lespect and esteem, 
My Loid, youi Lordship’s, 

Most faithful and humble servant 

Clive 


No CXIV 

Tippoo SuUaitn to the EmloJ Motnmgton 
ISthDec 1798 

(Received at Foi t bt Geoi ge, 25tli Doc 1798 
I have been made happy by the leceipt of your Loidship’s 
two fiiendly letteis, the contents of which I clearly compie- 
hend, (vide those wiitten 4th and 8th November )* The pai- 
ticulais which youi Loidship has communicated to me, 
relative to the victoiy obtained by the English fleet ovei that 
of the Fiench near the shoies of Egypt, nine of then ships 
having been captuied and two burnt, on one of which of the 
lattei was their Admiial, have given me more pleasure than 
can possibly be conveyed by wilting. Indeed I possess the 
fiimest hope that the leaders of the English and the Com- 
pany Bahaiider, who ever adheie to the paths of sinceiity, 
friendship, and good faith, and aie the well wisheis of man- 
kind, will at all times be successful md victoiious , and that 
the Flench, who are of a crooked disposition, faithless, and 
the enemies of mankind, may be evei depiessed and mined 
Your Loidship has written to me with the pen of friendship, 
“ that m no age oi countiy were the baneful and insidious 
aits of intiigue evei cultivated with such success as they aie 
at piesent by the Fiench nation. Would to God that no 
impression had been produced on my mmd by that dangei ous 
people , but that youi Loidship’s situation enables you to 
know that they have i cached my piesence, and have endea- 
voLiied to pel veit the wisdom of my councils, and to mstigate 


* It may be necesaary to remark, that at this penod the Governor 
General had never had any peisonal acquaintance with Lord Clive 
* Sec pages 321 and 326 
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me to tv'ar agaimt those who have given me no provocation 
That it IS impossible that I should suppose youi Loidship 
Ignorant of the intei course which subsists between me and 
the Fieiicli, who I know to be the mveteiate enemies of the 
Company, and to be now engaged in an unjust wai with the 
Biitish, and that I cannot imagine your Loidship indifFeient 
to the tiansactions which have passed between me and the 
enemies of the English ” 

In this Siicai (the gift of God) there is a mercantile tribe, 
who employ themselves in tiading by sea and land. Their 
agents pmchased a two masted vessel, and having loaded hei 
with nee, depaited with a view to traffic It happened that 
she went to the Mamitius, from when forty persons, French, 
and of a daik coloui, of whom ten oi twelve weie artificeis, 
and the rest servants, paying the hire of the ship, came 
lieie m search of employment Such as chose to take service 
were enter tamed, and the lemamdei depaited beyond the 
confines of this Sircar (the gift of God), and the French, 
who aie full of vice and deceit, have perhaps taken advan- 
tage of the departure of the ship to put about lepoits with 
the view to ruffle the minds of both Sucars 

It is the wish of my heart, and my constant endeavour, to 
observe and maintain the articles of the agreement of peace, 
and to perpetuate and strengthen the basis of friendship and 
union with the Sircar of the Company Bahaudei, and with 
the Sircais of the Maha Rajah Saheb, Sree Hunt Peishwa 
Bahauder, and his Highness the Nabob Asuph Jah Bahau- 
dei And I am resident at home, at times taking the an, and 
at others amusmg myself with huntmg at a spot which is used 
as a pleasure ground In this case, the allusion to wai in 
youi friendly letter, and the following passage, namely “that 
prudence lequued that both the Company and their allies 
should adopt certam measures of precaution and self de- 
fence,” have given me the greatest suipiize 

It was fiiithei written by youi friendly pen, that as youi 
Lordship IS desirous of communicating to me, on the behalf of 
the Company and then alhes, a plan calculated to promote 
the mutual secuiity and welfaie of all parties , youi Lord- 
ship proposes to depute to me for this purpose Majoi Dove- 
ton, who formally waited upon me, and who will explain to 
me nioie fully and paiticulaily the sole means which appear 
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to your Loidship and the allies to he effectual foi the salutaiy 
purpose of lemovmg all existing distiust and suspicion, and 
of establishing peace and good undei standing on the most 
duiable foundations, and that theiefoie youi Loidship tiusts 
I will let you know at what time and place it will he conve- 
nient to me to receive Majoi Doveton It has been undei - 
stood, by the blessing of the Ahnighty, at the conclusion of 
the peace, the treaties and engagements entered into among 
the four Sucais weie so fiimly established and conflimed as 
evei to lemain fixed and durable, and be an example to the 
lulers of the age, noi aie they noi will they evei be liable to 
inteiTuption I cannot nnagine that means moie effectual 
than these can be adopted, foi givmg stability to the founda- 
tions of friendship and haimony, piomoting the secuiity of 
states, 01 the welfare and advantage of all parties 

In the view of those who inspect narrowly into the nature 
of friendship, peace and amity aie the first of all objects, as 
indeed yom Loidship has yourself written to me that the 
allied Siicais look to no other object than the security and 
tranquilhty of their own domiraons, and the ease and comfort 
of then subjects Praise be to God, that the sum of my 
views and the wish of my heart are limited to these same 
points On such grounds then a just and peimanent obser- 
vance of evistnig treaties is necessaiy , and these, under the 
favours of God, daily acquire new strength and improvement 
by means of amicable correspondence Your Loidahip is a 
gieat Siidai, a film friend, and the lectifiei of all things, and 
you possess an enlightened judgement I have the strongest 
hope that the minds of the wise and mtelhgent, but particu- 
larly of the four states, will not be sullied by doubts and jea- 
lousies, but will consider me from my heart desirous of hai- 
mony and friendship. 

Contmue to allow me the pleasure of your correspondence, 
making me happy by accounts of your health What more 
shall be written. 

Dated the 9th of Rujub, 1213, of the Hegirah, (answering 
to the 18th December ) 

A true Tianslation, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Translator to Govt 
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No CXV 

(Secret Depaitment ) 

7'he Goveino) General's MtnuU 

Foit WiUiaii), 22iul Dct 1798 

The lecent advices fiom the noith western fiontiei of Hni- 
dostan, as well as fiom Foit St Geoige, have induced me to 
suggest to the Coimnandei-in-Chief the necessity of an alter- 
ation m the aiiangement under which I had pioposed to him 
to emhaik foi Foit St Geoige 
The repoits of Zemaun Shah’s piogiess, winch hitheito 
have been vague and contradictoiy, have now become moie 
unifoim and consistent Zemaun Shah is now advanced to 
Lahore and appeals dctei mined to piosecute his design of 
pioceedmg at least as fai as Delhi 

On the othei hand the check which the Fiench have le- 
ceived in Egypt, the destiuction of then influence in the Dec- 
can, the levivcil of our defensive alliance with the Nizam and 
the Peishwa, and the appeal ance of the fleet ofi" the coast of 
Malabar, together with the advanced state of military pre- 
paiations on that coast and on the coast of Coiomandel, ap- 
pear, by late intelligence fiom Fort St George, to have ex- 
cited in the mind of Tippoo Sultaun an appiehension of oui 
powei to enfoice our just demands of satisfaction, for his late 
infraction of the treaty of Seringapatam 

The 'probability of military operations on the fiontiei of 
Oude is therefoie incieased, while a prospect opens of oui 
bemg able to induce Tippoo Sultaun to listen to reasonable 
terms of accommodation without lesoiting to aims 

Under these circumstances, it appears to me, that the 
public service vpill derive material benefit from the presence 
of the Commandei-in-Chief in Bengal, and that it is my duty 
to proceed to Fort St Geoige 
In the present conjuncture, it would not be advisable that 
both the Governoi General and the Commandei-in-Chief 
should be absent fiom Bengal at the same moment , and the 
fiequent references which must be made to me, in the event 
of a negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun, lendei it necessaiy 
that I should be as near as possible to his dominions, A 
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Single refeience fiom Seiingapatam to Foit William, would 
consume a large part of the season which ought to he em- 
ployed in mihtary opeiations, if wai should unfortunately 
become inevitable , Tippoo Sultaun would ceitainly avail 
himself of this advantage to protract, and probably to fius- 
trate the issue of the negociation 

It is, therefore, my mtentionto embark for Fort St. George, 
as soon as his Majesty’s ship La Sybille shall be ready to re- 
ceive me 

During my absence, I lequest that his Excellency the 
Commandei-m-Chief, wiU act as Vice President and Deputy 
Governor ofFoitWilham 

Under the act of the 38id of the Kmg, cap 52 , the ample 
poweis and author ities exercised by the Governor Geneialm 
Council at Fort Wilham, will be tiansfeired to Fort St 
Geoige, during the period of my residence at the latter Pre- 
sidency , and I shall also be mvested, during the same period, 
with the powers and authorities of the Governor in Council 
at Fort St Geoige 

The Government of this Presidency will, therefore, be ex- 
ercised during my residence at Fort St Geoige, m the same 
manner, and under the same limitations as the Governments 
of Fort St Geoige and Bombay are now exercised by then 
respective Governors in Council, subject however, to the 
several restrictions contained m the act of the 33id of the 
King, cap 52 

But feeling the propriety and necessity of apprizing the 
Council at Foit Wilham of the general state of the British 
interests in India during my absence, I have directed copies 
of all such pubhc documents, as relate more particularly to 
the Government General, to be regularly transrmtted to this 
Piesidency for the information of the members of the board , 
the original records of all such documents shall be brought 
to Fort William, whenever I shall be able to return from the 
coast of Coromandel 

I rely on the Commander-in-Chief and on the members of 
the Council, for such an administration of the Government of 
Bengal during my absence, as shall correspond with the 
pressing exigencies of the present difficult crisis, and shall 
promote those important objects of the public service, which 
form the common scope of our united views 

VOL I 2 c 
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The Boaid has been dheady appiized by veibal communi- 
cation of the progress, which, with the assistance of the Com- 
mittee, appointed on 20th June, I have been enabled to make 
in the 1 elision of seveial blanches of the civil establishments 
of this Piesidency , the gieat pressuie of othei business has 
not yet admitted of my diawing the details of my plan into a 
connected foim , but the materials which I have already laid 
befoi e the Board, and which I now leave m the hands of Sir 
Alured Clai'ke, wdl I tiust be sufficient to enable the Boaid 
to issue the necessary orders foi putting the proposed reduc- 
tions in train , and upon my return to tins Presidency, I pro- 
pose to submit the whole arrangement to the Honorable the 
Court of Directors, together with a full statement of the 
principles on which the arrangement is founded, and of the 
means by which it is to be carried into effect 

I am, &c , 

Mornington 


No CXVI 
(Private ) 

The Em I of Moi nington to J Lumsden, Esq 
Sir, Fort WiUiam, 23id Dec 1798 

The extraordinary pressure of public business in a con- 
juncture which demanded the most unremitting exertion, al- 
most fiom the moment of my arrival in Bengal, must plead 
my excuse for having so long delayed to acknowledge youi 
piivate letter, I now request you to beheve that I entertain a 
very high sense of your talents and integrity, as well as ol 
your diligence, and that I am perfectly satisfied with your 
conduct in your office as far as it has come under my observa- 
tion The necessity of providing for the defence of the Car- 
natic, and for the early revival of our alliances in the Penin- 
sula, as well as for the seasonable reduction of the growing 
influence of France in India, has not admitted either of my 
visiting Oude, or of my turning my undivided attention to 
the reform of the Viziei’s affairs There are, however, two 
or three leading consideiations in the state of Oude, to which 
I wish to direct your particular notice, intending at an early 
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peiiod to enter fully into the ariangement in which they must 
teiminate Whenevei the death of Almas shall happen, an 
oppoitumty will offei of securing the benefits of Lord Teign- 
mouth’s tieaty by piovisions, which seem necessaiy foi the 
purpose of leahzing the subsidy undei all contingencies 
The Company ought to succeed to the powei of Almas, and 
the management, if not the soveieignty of that pait of the 
Doab which he now rents, ought to be placed in oui hands, 
a propoi tionate reduction being made fiom the subsidy 
The effect of such an arrangement would be confined to the 
improvement of our security for the subsidy The strength 
of oui north western fiontiei, would also be greatly increased 
On the other hand, in the event of Almas’s death we shall 
have to apprehend either the dangerous powei of a succes- 
sor equal to him m talents and activity, oi the weakness of 
one infeiioi m both, or the division of the country among a 
variety of renteis In the fiist case we should iisk mteinal 
commotion, in the two latter, the frontier of Oude, would be 
considerably weakened against the attacks either of the Ab- 
dalh 01 of any othei mvadei The only remedy for these 
evils will be the possession of the Doab fixed in the hands 
of our Government The state of the Viziei’s own troops is 
another most pressing evil To you I need not enlarge on 
then inefficiency and insubordination My intention is to 
persuade his Excellency at a proper season to disband the 
whole of his own array, with the exception of such pait of it, 
as may be necessary for the purposes of state, oi of the col- 
lection of revenue Some expedient must be devised for pro- 
viding a maintenance for such leaders and officers, as from 
their birth oi habits, cannot easily be divested of then mih- 
taiy pretensions, (I do not say military cJiatactet, for I do not 
believe that any such description of men exist at Lucknow ) 
In the place of the armed rabble which now alarms the Viziei 
and invites his enemies, I propose to substitute an increased 
number of the Company’s regiments of infantry and cavalry, 
to be relieved from time to time, and to be paid by his Ex- 
cellency , I have already increased oui establishment to the 
extent of 17 regiments of infantry, with the view of trans- 
ferring three legiments to the service of his Excellency, I 
imagme that under this plan, his force might be lendeied 
much more efficient at a reduced expense , objects, which 
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■would probably meet the two piominent features of lus cha- 
ractei, timidity, and parsimony, I have not yet fixed the 
amount of the foice which it might be deemed necessary foi 
his Excellency to maintain with a view to the two objects of 
increased secuiity, and diminished expence , but I request 
you to take these suggestions into youi consideration, and to 
state your opimon to me in a piivate lettei, you will also 
point out the time when you think this reform of the Vwiei s 
army might be attempted with the best prospect of success, 
and in the mean while you will constantly encourage all such 
partial reductions of the present military establishment, as 
may facilitate the final and total reduction of this useless 
charge 

With respect to the Vizier’s civil establishments, and to 
his abusive systems for the extortion of revenue, and for the 
violation of eveiy pimciple of justice, little can be done be- 
fore I can be enabled to visit Lucknow I am now under the 
necessity of proceeding to Fort St Geoige, whence, I trust I 
shall be at liberty to return to Fort Wdham, in the month of 
March , and I propose to set out for Lucknow at the conclu- 
sion of the month of June I must call yom attention to ano- 
ther important subject The number of Europeans, particu- 
larly of British subjects established in Oude, is a mischief 
which lequiies no comment My leaolution is fixed to dis- 
lodge eveiy Euiopean exceptmg the Company’s servants from 
Oude It IS my intention to allow to those Europeans now 
established in Oude, a leasonable time for the settlement of 
then affaiis, limiting the period to twelve oi eighteen months 
at fuithest, you will tiansmit to me piivately, a list of all the 
Em opeans now in Oude, as complete as you can make it, 
with a state of then seveial occupations, and of the peiiod 
which might reasonably heiequued by each for settimg their 
affairs. My wish is to occasion as little private distress as 
possible, but the pubbe service must take its course , and it 
is not to be expected, that some cases of haidship will not be 
found m the extent of so great a measure In the mean 
while, I have refused permission to eveiy European who has 
applied foi leave to visit Oude, with the exception of a single 
case now under my consideration, that of Mi Piendergast, 
to whom I think it is possible, on a revision of his claims, that 
I may extend the indulgence of visiting Oude, (but not Luck- 
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now) foi the airangement of Ins affaiis If I should peimit 
this gentleman to return to Oude, he must not continue theie 
beyond the penod assigned for the general recall of all Euro- 
peans You will understand it to be a fixed determination 
in my mind, nevei to lend the assistance of Goveimentto any 
European residing in Oude, for the recovery of any private 
claims, eithei upon the Nabob or any of the natives 
I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 

I wish that the Nabob could see, that it would he a moie 
dignified couise to pay his subsidy without giving me the 
tiouble of importuning him, he legulaily falls into aiiear, and 
as regularly pays up the aiiear, whenever he learns from me 
that it has atti acted my notice, would it not be more for his 
honour and foi my ease, if he would not wait for my apphca- 
tion, but pay punctually as the subsidy become due. 


No CXVII 

Laid Clive to the Em I oj Motnmgton 
My Lord, Port St George, 31st Dec 1718 

Hoping that your Lordship has had a prosperous and fa- 
vouiable passage, and that you are in perfect health, I have 
the honour to oiFei my most cordial congratulations upon 
your aiiivdl in these roads, your presence m the present 
crisis will, I am convinced, be followed by consequences the 
most beneficial to the pubhc welfare It will, I trust, pro- 
duce a unity of action and a combmed exertion, similar to 
that which prevailed duimg the war, conducted by Lord 
Cornwallis, and enable your Lordship to accomphsh the great 
and important object you have in view, of placing the British 
mterests in India upon a secure and peiinanent foundation 
Adveiting to the fiiendly tenour of your letters, and to the 
unreserved and confidential communication with which you 
propose to honour me, and reflecting upon the advantage I 
may expect to derive from the assistance of your direction 
and advice, I have looked to your Lordship’s arrival as a 
souice of comfort and satisfaction 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest respect 
and esteem, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most faithful and humble Servant, 
Ct.tvf. 
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Pioclamatton hy the Rt Hon the Goveinoi in Council of Fmt St Gem go 
Whereas in and by an Act of Pailiament made and passed 
in Great Britain, in the 33id year of the reign of his piesent 
Majesty King Geoige the thud, and entitled, an aet for con- 
tinuing in the East India Company, for a further teim the 
possession of the British territories in India, together with 
then exclusive trade, under certain hmitations for estabhsh- 
mg further regulations for the Government of the said teiii- 
toiies, and the better administration of justice within the 
same, for appiopiiatmg to certain uses the revenues and 
profits of the sard Company , and foi making provision for 
the good Older and Government of the towns of Calcutta, 
Madias, and Bombay, it is enacted, that when the Governor 
Geneial of Fort William in Bengal, foi the time being, shall 
find it expedient to visit the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige, 
or the Presidency of Bombay, or any province, or place in 
India, the powers and authorities of the Governor or other 
chief officer or ofticers of such presidency, piovince, oi place, 
shall horn the time of the proclamation of the ai rival of the 
said Governor General theiein, be suspended, (except with 
regard to judicial pioceedings), and shall so continue to be 
suspended, until othei pioclamation be made to the contrary, 
by the order of the sard Goveinoi General, or otherwise until 
the said Governor General shall depart therefrom, <ind no 
longer, and that during that interval the powers and aidho- 
iities of the sard Governor, or other chief officer, shall be 
vested m the said Governor General with liberty, nevei tire- 
less for such Governor to sit and act as a Member of the 
Council of such Presidency, and that the said Governor 
Geneial in Council at either of the said Presidencies of Foit 
St. George and Bombay, shall be invested with the powers 
and authorities of the Governor m Council of the same Pre- 
sidency or settlement respectively, and also with the same 
ample powers and authorities, as can, or may be exercised by 
the Governor General m Council at Fort William, by force 
and virtue of this act, and whereas the Right Hon Richaid 
Earl of Mormngtoh, Viscount Wellesley, of Dengan Castle, 
and Baron Moiningtoh, of Moinington m the Kmgdom of 
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lieland, Baion Wellesley, ol Wellesley m the county of 
Someiset in the Kingdom of Great Biitam, one of his Ma- 
jesty’s most honoiable Piivy Council m the Kingdoms of 
Gieat Biitam and of Ireland, Custos Rotuloiuin of the county 
of Meath, and Knight Compamon of the illustiious Oidei of 
St Patiick, and now being Goveinoi GeneralofFoit William 
m Bengal afoiesaid, has found it expedient to visit this Pre- 
sidency of Foit St Geoige, and is actually airived at the 
same, with intent to exeicise, and foi the purpose of exei- 
cismg the powei s so vested, and intended to be vested m the 
Governor General in Council at this Presidency of Fort St. 
Geoige aforesaid, under and by the virtue of the said act, 
and wheieas such the aiiival of the said Richaid Earl of 
Moimngton, &c &c &c , Goieinoi Genetal of Foit William 
afoiesaid, has been duly notified to the Right Hon. Edwaid 
Loid Clive, Baion Clive, of Walcot in the county of Salop, 
and Plassy, of the Kingdom of Ireland, Goveinoi Geneial in 
Council of Foit St George, and the said Edwaid Loid Clive 
Governor in Council aforesaid, has m consequence thereof, 
oideied, and directed such the aiiival of the said Richaid Eail 
of Mornmgton, &c &c &c , Governor Geneial afoiesaid, to be 
publicly pioclaimed, pursuant to the said act Now piocla- 
mation is hereby made accoidmgly of such the arrival of the 
said Richard Eail of Mornmgton, Governor General of Fort 
Wilham aforesaid, and all persons are hereby strictly enjoined 
and leqmied to take notice thereof 

By ordei of the Governor in Council of Foit St George 
afoiesaid, the second day of Januaiy in the year of oui 
Loid 1799 

J Webbe 


No CXIX 

Minutely the Gimeinor Geneial 

Fort St Geoige, SudJtin 1799 

The critical state of our actual situation with Tippoo Sul- 
taun, must necessardy leqilire frequent leferences to the 
authority of the Governor General m Council on a variety of 
important points, which will demand a prompt and immediate 
decision, my continuance in Bengal during such a crisis. 
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might have been attended with gieat inconvenience to the 
public service, and the season for active operation might have 
been consumed, before my opinion could have been obtained 
on the seveial emergencies which may he expected to aiise , 
the consideiation of this mconvenience is the pi mcipal motive 
which has mduced me to pioceed to this Piesidency, and I 
am happy to take this opportunity of declaiing, that I should 
not have felt my presence to have been at all lequisite in this 
place, foi the puipose of adding energy oi vigoui to such 
blanches of the pubhc seivice, as fall within the paiticular 
duty of this Government I am perfectly satisfied with the 
conduct of this Government in the lespectable hands to which 
It has been committed, and I am persuaded that I should 
always have found the same cordial, manly, and honorable 
support fiom youi Lordship m Council, which has already 
obtamed the pubhc testimony of my unqualified appi obation 
My object, therefoie, in takmg my seat at this Board, is no 
othei than to depiive oiii enemies of the advantages which 
they might deiive under the present ciicumstances, fiom the 
remote situation of the powei entiusted to me, from the pio- 
hahle scene of action The piovisions of the law, require 
that the authoiity of the Goveinoi in Council at Fort St 
George, should be vested in my hands duiing my residence 
at this Presidency, the pubhc acts and proceedings of this 
Government, must accordingly pass in my name But I am 
anxious as well from motives of peisonal respect, as from 
consideiations connected with the pubhc service, that my le- 
sidence at this Presidency, should in no degree impau the 
piesent or future dignity and mfluence of Lord Clive I, 
therefore, am desirous of abstaining from all unnecessary in- 
terference m the details of this Government, nor do I wish to 
distuib the system estabhshed undei his Lordship’s imme- 
diate direction, by the interposition of my power of superin- 
tendence on the spot, beyond the limits of the ordinary ex- 
ercise of that powei at the seat of the supieme Government 
m Bengal I therefoie, request that Loid Clive and the 
Meinbois of this Council, will take the trouble of conducting 
the details of this Government, especially those which relate 
to the patronage of the Goveinoi in Council, according to 
the principles which have been observed by his Lordship 
since his arrival in India, and I am satisfied, that I shall de- 
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live the utmost degiee of advantage fiom the umtcd zeal, 
talents, experience, and assiduity of those whom I have the 
honoi to addiess, while my pimcipal attention must he de- 
voted to the supeiintendence of the geneial inteiests of all 
the Company’s possessions, and of the secuiity and defence 
of the Biitish Empiie in India, against the vaiious dangeis by 
which it has lecently been menaced 
2iidJiiii 1799 Mornington 


The Boaid express then satisfaction, that then endea- 
vours to meet the wishes of the Governor General, have re- 
ceived his Lordslup’s approbation, as well as then sense of 
the confidence which his Loidship is pleased to lepose in 
them, and at the same tune beg leave to assure him of then 
most cordial cooperation, and assistance in theaiduous labouis, 
m which his Loidship is at present engaged 


No CXX. 

F) om Tippoo SuUaun 

Dated 2nd Jamiaiy, 1799 
[Received 11th January, 1799 ] 
The agieeable anival of your Loidship’s two* letters, de- 
noting your welfare, lejoiced and gratified me A khereeta, 
in leply to youi Lordship’s former fiiendly lettei, has been 
written and despatched It will no doubt, by this time, have 
been leceived, and the sincerity of my friendship and legaid, 
together with proofs of my solicitude for tranquillity and 
peace (my friendly heait being bent upon their mciease) will 
have been made apparent Continue to lejoice me with happy 
letters 

A tiue Tiauslation, N B Edmonstonb, 

Pubian Tianslatoi to Govt 


* Ougiiul and duplicate of that wiitten 10th December, 1798, see page 
dbd 
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No CXXI 

Fiom the Goveimi Geneial to Tippoo Sultaun 

Fort St Geoige, 9tli Jaimaiy, 1799 
My lettei to yom Highness, of the 8th of Novembei,* will 
have explained to youi Highness the object of the militaiy 
piepaiations, which have been advancing in eveiy part of the 
dominions of the alhes evei since the beginning ol the month 
of J uly 

On my ariival at Madras, I had the honour to receive your 
lettei of the 18th of Decembei,f in answei to my two letters 
addressed to your Highness on the 4th and 8th of Novembei J 
I am happy to find that, in this lettei, youi Highness has 
been pleased to admit, “ that the English nation and the 
Honouiable Company evei adheie to the paths of sinceiity, 
fiiendship, and good faith , and that they are the well-wisheis 
of mankind” This declaiation is pecuhaily satisfactoiy to 
me 111 the present moment, because I am persuaded that a 
Piince of youi Highness’s discernment, would not expiess 
such sentiments without full deliberation I, theiefoie, accept 
with pleasure this declaiation, as affoidmg not only an une- 
quivocal testimony, on the part of your Highness, to the 
justice of that cause in which the English nation and the 
Company aie engaged, but an unqualified admission, that you 
have no giound of complaint against the English Govern- 
ment 

In answei to that part of my lettei, of the 8th of Novembei, 
in which I lamented the unhappy connection which you had 
foimed with the Eiench nation, your Highness is pleased to 
mention, “ that, m the Siikar (the gift of God) there is a 
meicantile tube who employ themselves in trading by sea and 
land that their agents purchased a two-masted vessel, and 
havmg loaded hei with rice, departed with the view to tiaffic, 
that it happened that she went to the Mauritius, fi om whence 
foity persons, Fiench, and of a dark colour, of whom ten or 
twelve were artificers, and the rest seivants, paying the hire 
of the ship, came to your country m search of employment 
that such as chose to take service were entertained, and the 
lemainder departed beyond the confines of that Snkai (the 
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gift of God) and that the Fiench, who aie full ol vice and 
deceit, have peihaps taken advantage of the departure of the 
ship, to put about lepoits, with a view to luffle the minds of 
both Sii'kais ” 

I had no knowledge of the transaction which your High- 
ness has thus desciibed, until I had the honoui to receive 
your Highness’s letter Noi was it to this transaction I 
adverted, when I expressed my concern at the intercourse 
which youi Highness had established with the Fiench The 
facts to which I lefeiied, were of a natuie entirely different 
fiom those which youi Highness has lelated If the ti ansae- 
tions, of which I complained, had not indisputably proved the 
existence of a connection between your Highness and the 
Fiench, entirely incompatible with youi engagements to the 
Honourable Company and to its allies, neither the allies, noi 
I, would have resorted to those measures of piecaution and 
defence, which have attracted your Highness’s attention 

I will now fully and exphcitly state to your Highness the 
circumstances, to which I referred in my letter of the 8th of 
Novembei, wheiem I lemonstiated against the tendency of 
your intercourse with the French 

Although I had been, foi some time past, apprized, that 
your Highness had engaged with several powers of Asia in 
various negociations, of the most hostile tendency, towards 
the interests of the Company, and of its allies , and, although 
your continued mihtaiy piepaialions corresponded with the 
spirit of your negociations, I still hoped that a sense of yo i 
own interests, and a regard to the acknowledged maxims of 
prudence and good faith, would have induced you to lelm- 
quish projects of aggression, so inconsistent with your own 
professions, with your real interests, and with the character 
of your wisdom and discretion But I had scarcely formed 
that decision on your Highness’s claim to Wynaad (by which 
I had afforded an unquestionable testimony of my disposition 
to render impartial and ample justice to your rights, and to 
cultivate and improve the relations of amity and peace with 
your Highness,) when I received fiora the Isle of Fiance an 
authentic copy of the pioclamation, a Persian translation of 
which accompanies this letter 

In addition to this proclamation, I possess full and accurate 
information of all the proceedings of your Highness’s ambas- 
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sadois during their residence in the Isle of France , of the 
whole of then conduct m exeicising the poweis delegated to 
them by youi Highness, and of your Highness’s conduct, 
since the letuin of youi amjiassadois 

Fiom the whole evidence in nay possession, the following 
facts are incontestibly pioved 

Youi Highness despatched two amfaassadois fiom youi 
piesence, who embaiked at Mangaloie, foi the Isle of France, 
and auived there at the close of the month of Januaiy, 1798, 
The ship on which your ambassadois were embarked, hoisted 
youi Highness’s colours upon entering the haiboiu of Poit 
Noid Quest, in the Isle of Fiance, youi ambassadois weie 
received publicly and formally by the French Goveinmcnt 
under a salute of cannon, and every ciicumstance of distinc- 
tion and respect, and they were entertained, during then 
continuance on the island by the French Government, at the 
public expense 

Previously to the arrival of your ambassadois on the island, 
no idea or rumoui existed theie of any aid to be furnished to 
youi Highness by the French, or of any prospect of a war 
between youi Highness and the Company But within two 
days after the arrival of your ambassadois, the proclamation, 
of which I now forward to you a translation, was fixed up, in 
the most public places, and circulated through the town of 
Port Noid Quest 

Your ambassadors, far from protesting agamst the matter 
01 style of the proclamation, held without reserve m the most 
public manner the same language, which it contams, with re- 
spect to the offensive war to be commenced by your Highness 
agamst the British possessions in India and they even suf- 
fered the pioclamation to be publicly distributed at then own 
houses 

In consequence of these Circumstances, an universal belief 
prevailed m the island, that youi Highness would make an 
immediate attack upon the British possessions in India. 

Youi ambassadois were present ui the island when the 
French Government proceeded to act under the proclamation 
in question, and your ambassadois aided and assisted the 
execution of the proclamation by making promises, m the 
name of youi Highness, for the purpose of inducmg recruits 
to enhst in your service Youi ambassadois proposed to levy 
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men to any practicable extent, stating then powers to be un- 
limited, with lespect to the numbeis of the forces to be raised 
in your Highness’s name, for the puipose of making war on 
the Company 

The ambassadois enteied into ceitain stipulations and en- 
gagements, in the name of youi Highness, according to the 
tenoi of the proclamation,* with several Fienchmen, and 
others who enteied into youi seivice, paiticulaily with Mon- 
sieur Du Buc, whom the ambassadois engaged in your High- 
ness’s name, for the express puipose of assisting in the wai 
to be commenced by youi Highness against the English in 
India. 

The pioclamation, tbeiefoie, is proved to have been the 
act of join ambassadois It originated m then aiiival at the 
Isle of Fiance, it was distributed by their agents, it was 
avowed in every part by then own public declaiations , and 
finally, it was executed, accoiding to its tenoi, by their pei- 
sonal assistance and cooperation 

On the 7th of March, 1798, the ambassadois embaiked at 
Poit Noid Quest, on board the French frigate La Pteneuse, 
togethei with the foice thus raised in youi Highness’s name 
This Fiench fiigate, with youi ambassadois, and with the 
tioops raised in the enemy’s country for youi service, arrived 
at Mangalore on or about the 26th of Apiil, 1798 Your 
Highness permitted this force to land in yom dommions, and 
fai fiom manifestmg the least symptom of disapprobation of 
the conduct of your ambassadois in any pait of this transac- 
tion, you formally leceived them, and the Fiench officers, and 
principal persons who accompanied them, with public marks 
of honour and distinction, and you now entertain m youi ser- 
vice a large part of the foice thus raised for the purpose of 
making wai upon the Honourable Company 

From these several facts the followmg conclusions result — 
Fust That the ambassadois, despatched by youi High- 
ness to the Isle of France, did propose and actually did con- 


* Nous pouvous assurer tous les Citoyens, qm sefeiont insciiie, que 
Tippoo leui fera des traitements avantageuses qm seiont flxds avet ses 
Ambassadems, qui s’ dngageiont en outie au nom de leur Souvciam, a 
ce que les Fiancois qm amont pus paiti dans ses Aimdes, ne pmsscnt 
jamais y’ etie retenus quand ils voudront rentrer dans leur Patiie 
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dude an offensive alliance with the Fiench, foi the expiess 
pin pose of commencing a wai of aggiession against the Com- 
pany, and consequently against the allies, the Peishwa and 
the Nizam 

Secondly That youi Highness’s ambassadors demanded 
mihtaiy succouis fiom the Fiench, foi the puipose of prose- 
cuting the said war , and declared that youi Highness had 
alieady completed youi hostile preparations against the Com- 
pany, (and consequently agamst the allies), and that you only 
waited the aiiival of effectual aid fiom the Fiench to break 
out into open hostilities 

Thirdly That youi Highness’s ambassadors levied a iinh- 
taiy force in the Isle of Fiance, under the conditions of the 
pioclamation, and for the avowed puipose of cairying into 
effect the offensive alliance, conti acted in the name of your 
Highness, with the enemy of the Company, and of the allies 
Fourthly That your Highness approved the conduct of 
youi ambassadors, suffered the Fiench foice, laiscd for the 
puipose of making wai upon the Company and the allies, to 
be landed in youi country, and finally, admitted the said 
force into youi aimy 

Fifthly That youi Highness, by these several personal and 
unequivocal acts, has ratified the engagements contained in 
the proclamation published in the Isle of France, and h is 
taken the prehminary steps for fulfilling those engagements, 
according to the tenor of that pioclamation, and that you 
have thereby precluded whatever hope might otherwise have 
been entertained, that the proceedings of your Highness’s 
ambassadors were unauthorized by yoiu oiders 

Sixthly That your Highness has, for some time past, been 
employed in military preparations, confoiniably to the hostile 
spuit of yom engagements, contiacted with the enemy of the 
Company and of the allies 

Seventhly That your Highness was piepared to make 
an unprovoked attack upon the Company’s possessions, if 
you bad obtained fiom the French the effectual succour 
which you had solicited, through youi Ambassadors 
Eighthly That your Highness, by these several acts, has 
vrolated the treaties of peace and friendship subsisting be- 
tween your Highness and the allies 

Such are the grounds on which I founded my complaint in 
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my lettei of the 8th of November, and such are the motives 
which now compel the allies to seek lehef fiom that ambigu- 
ous and anxious state, in which they have been placed foi 
some yeais past by the conduct of youi Highness The 
allies complain, that youi fiequent piepaiations for wai, toge- 
thei with your hostile negociations, and offensive alliances 
with the enemy, continually expose them duiing a peiiod of 
supposed peace, to all the solicitude and hazard, and much 
of the expence of wai 

Even undei all these ciicumstances of piovocation, the 
allies enteitain the most earnest desne to establish with youi 
Highness, a leal and substantial peace, accompanied by the 
mteicouise and good offices, usual among friendly and conti- 
guous states We are, theiefoie, leady to lenew and confiiin 
the bonds of amity with your highness, on such conditions, 
as shall pieclude the continuance of those jealousies, which 
must subsist so long as a final and satisfactoiy adjustment of 
all causes of suspicion shall be delayed 

Your Highness is pleased to say, “ that you cannot imagine 
how means nioie effectual, than the existing tieaties, can be 
adopted foi giving stability to the foundations of fiiendship 
and harmony, oi foi pioinoting the secuiity of the states, and 
the welfare and advantages of all parties ” 

In this sentiment I entirely concur with youi Highness , 
and if your Highness’s wisdom had not been perveited by 
evil councils, from a due observance of your engagements 
with the allies, no new oi moie effectual means would now be 
necessary, “for giving stability to the foundations of friend- 
ship and harmony, oi foi piomotmgthe secunty of the states, 
and the welfare and advantage of all parties ” But a new 
arrangement is become mdispensable, in consequence of youi 
Highness’s new engagements with the common enemy of the 
allies , and I again entieat youi Highness to meet, with coi- 
diahty, the friendly and moderate advance of the allies, to- 
wards an amicable settlement of every giound of jealousy and 
danger 

Had your Highness leceived Major Doveton, that gentle- 
man would have explained to your Highness, on the part of 
the Company and of the allies, how this advantageous ar- 
rangement IS to be obtained 

The allies beinitr alwnvs nn-vinns t.n enlei inlri tliiH frienillv 
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explanation with youi Highness, I once more call upon your 
Highness, m the most seiious and solemn manner, to assent 
to the admission of Majoi Doveton, as a measuie, which I 
am confident, would he productive of the most lasting advan- 
tages to all parties 

I trust that youi Highness will favom me with a friendly 
letter in leply to this , and I most earnestly request that your 
reply may not be deferred for more than one day after this 
letter shall reach your presence, dangerous consequences re- 
sult from the delay of arduous affairs 
A true Copy, N B Edmonstokb, I am, Sec. 

Persian Translator to Govt MoRNlNGTON 
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77ie Eml of Moinmgion to the Rendeni at Poonah 
Sib, Foit St Geoige, II Januaiy, 1799 

No disposition appearing at present in the Court of Poonah 
to accept of my propositions of the 8th of July, I now direct 
you to abstain from any further solicitation on that subject. 
If the negotiation should be renewed by the Peislrwa or by his 
ministers, jou will receive then advances with cordiality, but 
you wiU signify, “ that although my anxiety to promote the 
welfare of the Peishwa and of the Mahratta State has suffered 
no diminution, you are apprehensive that I may not possess 
the means of impai ting to liis Highness the fuU and imme- 
diate benefit of that arrangement which he had thought fit to 
declme Under the present circumstances, theiefoie, you 
can only declare the contmuance of my disposition to execute 
the whole plan as originally stated in my instructions of the 
8th of July, whenevei the state of affairs will admit of a le- 
newal of my propositions ” 

Although any negotiation on the basis of my original pro- 
positions is become inexpedient in the present moment, I am 
extremely desirous of accepting the suggestion of Moonshee 
Gopal Row, that a detachment of the Company’s troops, of 
equal stiength with tli at which served durmg the last wai, 
with Captain Little, in conjunction with Purser am Bow, should 
join and act with the Peishwa’s present contingent, in the 
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same mannei and on the same conditions on which the sei- 
vices of that detachment weie granted to the Mahiattas by 
Loid Cornwallis 

I have accoidingly directed the Government of Bombay to 
piepare the foice necessaiy foi this puipose with all possible 
evipedition , and to infoim you without delay at what peiiod 
it will be in readiness to match fiom Bombay and to join the 
Peishwa’s contingent, at such place as shall be appointed foi 
the junction. 

You will not announce the aiiangeinent to the Peiahwa 
and to Nana Fuinavese, until you shall have leceived an inti- 
mation to this elFect fiom the government of Bombay , and if 
the measuie shall be appioved by his Highness and by his 
ministei, you will immediately pioceed to airange with them, 
and with the government of Bombay, all the details of the 
business 

It IS extiemely desiiable that the junction of the detach- 
ment fiom Bombay, with the Peishwa’s contingent should be 
effected, as was the case last wai, at an advanced point to- 
waids the fiontiei of Mysoie , and you will, theiefore, be 
careful to preseive this object in view But if the maich of 
the Company’s troops to Poonah should be anxiously desiied 
by the Peishwa, you aie to comply with his wishes It is 
■piobable that the suggestion of GopalRow, oiiginated in the 
motive which you suspect, but in the piesent conjunctuie, it 
IS an important object to conciliate the Peishwa, and to main- 
taip both the leahty and the appearance of harmony and 
good undei standing between his Highness and the Company 
If, therefore, the i esult of my present orders shall be, that oui 
detachment shall be detained at Poonah foi his Highness’s 
private purposes, so long as to pieclude the hope of its sei- 
vices in the field, I shall still look with satisfaction to the 
extensive political advantages which must be derived from 
the presence of a British force at Poonah in the piesent 
crisis 

In the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun, which now 
appears highly probable, it will certainly be of the utmost 
importance that an early and powerful diversion should be 
made in the country of Bednoie You will therefore urge 
the Peishwa to station a large force in a forward position, for 

VOL I 2 d 
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tins pmpose, without delay, and without waiting for the junc- 
tion of the Company’s foices. 

You will communicate to the Peishwa the coirespondence 
between me and Tippoo Sultaun, (a copy of which will be 
forwarded to you by the Peisian tianslatoi), and you will 
appiize his Highness, that although I shall leave the channels 
of pacific negotiation open to the Sultaun to the latest pos- 
sible moment, I shall not, on that account, lelax oi letaid the 
movement of oui aimy, being satisfied that no adequate satis- 
faction can he expected fiom the Sultaun until he shall find 
himself depiived of all hope of foieign aid, and of eveiy 
resomce of subterfuge oi procrastination 

You will not fail to call the attention of the Peishwa to the 
pievaiication and duplicity of the Sultaun’s statement of the 
nature of his inteicouise with the Fiench, and you will pai- 
ticuldily obseive the artifice by which he has evaded the 
amicable advance of the allies, by eluding the reception of 
Majoi Dove ton. 

In the piesent state of affaii s, I must insist on the imme- 
diate dismission of Tippoo’s Vakeels flora Poonali , and 1 
direct you to lemonstrate in the atxongest teims against then 
continuance at the Couit of the Peishwa, as being wholly 
incompatible with the relation subsisting between his High- 
ness and the Company You will assure his Highness that I 
shall constantly submit to him the state of any negotiation 
which Tippoo may open with me on behalf of the allies , but 
the residence at Poonali of an embassy from Tippoo, in the 
actual crisis, must tend to encourage the hopes .of the Sul- 
taun, and to countenance lumouis of disunion and jealousy 
between the allies 

I am aware that under the existing establishment of the 
Company’s armies in India, the expense of the detachment, 
proposed to act with the Peishwa’s contingent, will exceed 
that of the detachment which was commanded by Captain 
Little dming the last war with Tippoo Sultaim but I con- 
sider It so essential an object, in the event of hostilities with 
the Sultaun, that a British foice should act in conjunction 
with the Mahrattas, that I direct you to wave the considera- 
tion in arranging the amount of the subsidy with the Court 
of Poonah 
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You will send your assistant with the detachment of the 
Company’s troops^ pioposed to act with the Peishwa’s con- 
tingent, foi the puipose of conducting, in the fiist instance, 
the inteicouise between the commanding officei of the foimer 
and the Mahiatta commandei, and eventually of serving as 
the channel of communication between the lattei and the 
commanders of the Company’s forces on the coasts of Mala- 
bai and Coromandel 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CXXIII 

Sii J H Ctaig to the Em I of Moi ntngton 
Mi Lord, Camp at Anopsheer, I2th Januaiy, 1799 

The army under my command assembled heie on the 27th, 
as I make no doubt that you will have been informed from 
Calcutta. "We aie encamped close to the city and fort, and 
the moie mtimate knowledge which I have been able to ob- 
tain of the countiy has only seived to convince me, that we 
could not have chosen a position better adapted to every cir- 
cumstance that may occur in the execution of your Loidship’s 
mstiiictions in the defence of the Viziei’s dominions. Almas 
has joined me here with foui battalions of sepoys and one of 
nujeebs, twelve very well provided guns and some horse I 
have not yet been able to get fiom him any exact statement 
of his numbers , but fiom having seen his battalions under 
arms, I compute the amount of the five not to exceed 2500 
men As to the Nabob’s troops, it is impossible for me to 
convey to yom Lordship a raoie decided opinion as to then 
nulhty, than I have already had the honoi of communicating 
to youi Loidship With the view, howevei, of drawing from 
them the only service which it seemed possible to hope foi, I 
pressed strongly for the appointment of General Martme to 
the command of those stationed in Rohilcund, which the 
Nabob has acceded to, and the Geneial is now on the duty 
of examining the fords of the nvei fiom Hurdwai to this 
place It IS however extremely difficult to combat the ob- 
stacles which arise fiom the extieme pusillanimity and soidid 
avarice of the Nabob I have w'ritten in strong teims, and I 
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am suie Mi Immsden is indefatigable m his lepiesentationa, 
for it IS a duty, that I owe to that gentleman, to assuie yoiu 
Lordship that nothing can exceed the coidiahty and /e.d 
with which he has seconded eveiy view that has occuiied to 
me on this occasion I am well assuied that the Nabob’s 
troops are neither aimed noi clothed, noi is thei e a gnn m 
the distiict, which is put iindei General Mai tine’s command, 
that can be made use of. In consequence of oui lepiesenta- 
tions he has promised to send some guns, but he declaies 
that he has neither aims nor clothing beyond what he must 
furnish to the battalions that he keeps neai his peison He 
has indeed given diiections foi then legulai payment, which 
Mr Lmnsden thinks will be sufficient to ensuie it I own I 
have great doubts of it, 

I do not know in what teinis Colonel Collins has communi- 
cated to Rajah Ambajee youi Loidship’s deteimination upon 
the pioposal which he had made It is however ceitain that 
he has industriously disseminated in the country the lepoit 
that the Mahiatta foices aie to be joined by this army , and 
it IS generally considered that our advance foi that pin pose 
IS only delayed till the aiiival of the boats in which oui stoies 
aie supposed to be The Mahiattas have in the mean time 
made some movements towaids Del^i, but I do not find that 
they have it in their powei to assemble any foice of a magni- >i 
tude to promise any con sidei able effect 

Zemaun Shah was still in Lahoie so late as the 31st of 
Decemhei We had a leport in all oui intelligence that he 
had quitted it on his letiun to his own dominions the 27th 
I confess I consideied it as piobahle, though the lepoit did 
not appear to me to be sufficiently authenticated to meiit en- 
tile confidence, and accoidingly it has since turned out to 
have been false It would seem fiom all the intelligence we 
get, that he has been employed m repairing both the woiks 
and the dwelling pait of the foit at Lahore, whilst he has 
restiained his aimy fiom the usual exeicise of the right they 
claim of plundering the countiy, and has been anxious to 
conciliate the people to his government. This cairies with it 
the appearance of an intention to establish himself theie, but 
his unvaried declaiations have always been, that he would 
soon advance to Delhi On the othei hand the Seiks aie 
assembled m consideiable numbers at Amiutsii, some sku- 
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mishes have taken place, hut nothing that can have any influ- 
ence on the leal state of tne contest They, howevei, impede 
tlie supplies to the Shah’s aimy much, and theie is no doubt 
that he has been veiymuch distiessed in that lespect Not- 
withstanding the state of hostility with a common enemy, the 
chiefs of these people appeal to be as much disunited, and to 
enteitam as stiong a jealousy of each othei as ever , and 
thei e IS no doubt that they are all negociating with the Shah 
He sent a Vakeel to them in common, who is leturned with 
geneial ansueis and niuziis fiom them all, but besides this, 
each has sent a sepaiate Vakeel with him to negociate foi 
himself It is, I think, impossible to foim an idea how this 
IS likely to terminate, but to give your Loidship a notion of 
the opinion which geneially pievails on the subject, I do 
myself the honoi to enclose a copy of a ti anslation of part of 
a papei of intelligence fiom my own people, which lelates to 
it I cannot conceive that confidence oi coidiahty can ever 
exist between them, and if they evei do come to an agree- 
ment, I should lathei suppose that they will pay the Shah a 
sum of money undei the denomination of tiibute, with which 
he will retuin If, howevei, my conjecture should prove 
wiong, and they should actually submit, and join him with 
their foices, theie cannot exist a fuither obstacle to his pio- 
giess to Delhi, wheie he will collect a veiy foimidable foice 
Eveiy thing lemains perfectly quiet in Rohilcund, noi is theie 
any account of Gholaum Mahommed having joined the Shah 
1 believe he is still at oi neai Nadoun 

We have an account fi om Delhi, that it has been mentioned 
at the King’s duibai by Monsiem Peion Duvan, that he had 
heatd that the Fiench had penetiated through some islands, 
and had appioached Heiat and the Holy Mushed This 
appeals to be utteily impracticable, as they could not have 
leached any place fiom whence they could alarm those cities, 
in the time that has elapsed since we know them to have 
been in Egypt, even supposing them to have encountered no 
obstacle in then maich , but if the lepoit is not totally des- 
titute of foundation, it must proceed from some pait of Buo- 
napaite’s aimy having made then escape fiom the immediate 
linn with which they weie threatened in Egypt , and yet I 
cannot conceive any loute by which they can have done it, 
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that must not have fallen under the cognizance of Mi Man- 
nestjr at Bussoiah, who would, of course, have conveyed the 
infoimation to youi Loidsliip 

I have the honour to he, 

My Loid, 

youi Loidship’s most obedient 

humble Seivant, 

J H Craig 
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To the Sect et Committee of the Honow able Cow t of Du ectoi s 
Honourable Sirs, Fort St Geoi^e, 13th January, 1709 

The Government at Foit William will have communicated 
to you, thiough the Seciet Department, a detail of the affans 
of that Piesidency, fiom the date of my last despatches by the 
extra ship yrftce, to thepeiiod of my embaikation foi the 
coast of Coiomaiidel 

I shall now lay befoie you the motives which induced me to 
adopt the measuie of pioceedmg to Foit St. Geoige 
I had made an ariangement with the Commandei-in-Chief 
in India, under which I had proposed to his Excellency to 
proceed to Fort St George, foi the puipose of taking upon 
himself the command of the army on the coast of Coiomandel , 
but my subsequent advices from the noith- western fiontiei of 
Hindostan, as well as from this quartei, led me to suggest the 
necessity of an alteiation in that airangement 
Fiom these advices, it appealed that the repoits of Zemaun 
Shah’s piogiess, which had until that peiiod been vague and 
contiadictoiy, weie become more urafoim and consistent , and 
that the Shah had actually advanced as fai as Lahore, and 
appealed determined to piosecute his design of pioceedmg at 
least as far as Delhi On the othei hand the check which the 
French had leceived in Egypt, the destiuction of their in- 
fluence in the Deccan, the revival of oui defensive alliance 
with the Nizam and the Peishwa, and the appearance of oiu 
fleet off the coast of Malabar, together with the advanced 
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state of oui militaiy piepaiations on that coast, and on the 
coast of Coromandel, appealed by my latest intelligence 
fiom Foit St Geoige, to have excited in the mind of Tippoo 
S'ultaun an appiehension of oiii powei to enfoice oui just de- 
mands of satisfaction foi his late mfi action of the tieaty of 
Seiingapatam 

The piobabihty of military opeiations on the fiontiei of 
Oude was, thei efoie, inci eased, whilst a pi ospect was opened of 
OUI being able to induce Tippoo Sultaun to listen to leason- 
able teims of accommodation, without lesoiting to aims 

Undei these cucumstances it appeared to me that the 
public service would deiive material benefit from the presence 
of Sii Aimed Clarke in Bengal, and that it became my duty 
to pioceed to Fort St George 

In such a conjuncture, it was not advisable that both the 
Governor General and the Conimander-in-Chief should be 
absent fiom Bengal at the same moment, and the fi’eqiient 
lefeiences which must be made to me, in the event of a nego- 
tiation with Tippoo Sultaun, lendeied it necessaiy that I 
should be as neai as possible to his dommions A single 
lefeience fiom Seiingapatam to Foit William would have con- 
sumed a large part of the season which ought to he employed 
in mihtaiy opeiations, if wai should unfoitunately become 
inevitable , Tippoo Sultaun would certainly have availed him- 
self of this advantage to protract, and probably to fiustiate, 
the issue of the negotiation 

I, theiefoie, lesolved to embaik foi Fort St Geoige on 
board his Majesty’s ship La Sybille, which was then m the 
rivei preparing foi sea 

I requested that during my absence his Excellency, Sir 
Aimed Claike, would act as Vice Piesident and Deputy Go- 
vernor of Foit William 

The Government at Foit William had been apprized, by 
verbal communication, befoie my departure, of the piogiess 
which, with the assistance of the Committee appointed on the 
20th of June, I had been enabled to make in the revision of 
the several blanches of the civil establishments of that Pie- 
sidency The gieat piessuie of other business has not yet 
admitted of my drawing the details of my plan into a con- 
nected foi 111 but the mateiials which I have aheady laid be- 
foie the Council at Foit William, and those which I have left 
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in the hands of Sii Aimed Claike, will, I ti list, be sufficient to 
enable him to issue the necessaiy oideis for putting the pro- 
posed economical leductions in tiain, and, on my letuin to 
Foit William, I propose to submit the whole anangement to 
the Honouiable Court of Diiectois, togethei with a foil state- 
ment of the piinciples on which that anangement is founded, 
and of the means by which it is to be earned into effect 
On the 25th Dec 1798, I embaiked foi Foit St George, 
and having reached the Syhille on the 27th, I aiiived at this 
Presidency on the 31st 

The public despatch of this date fiom me in Council to the 
Honourable Court of Diiectois will state the powers and au- 
thorities which it IS my intention to exercise during my resi- 
dence at this Presidency, and the circumstances which attended 
my taking my seat in Council at Fort St Geoige on the 2nd 
Jan 1799* 

On my aiiival I leceived an answer from Tippoo Sultann 
to my letter of the 8th of November ( 

Youi Honouiable Committee will observe the prevaiication 
and duplicity of the Sultaun’s statement of his late inter com se 
with the French , and you will remark the evasion, by which 
he eludes the moderate and amicable proposition of the 
allies for opening a negotiation with him, through the mission 
of Majoi Doveton 

To this letter fiom the Sultaun I letuinedthe answer dated 
9th January, 1799, in which I have lenevved the proposition 
of opening a pacific negotiation 

Subsequently to the despatch of my letter dated 9th Jan, 
1799, I received from the Sultaun the lettei dated 2nd Jan in 
reply to a lettei dated 10th Dec 1798, which I had forward- 
ed fiom Foit Wdham, apprizing him of my intention to pro- 
ceed to Fort St Geoige, and again urging the admission of 
Majoi Doveton The Siiltaun’s letter, dated 2nd Jan , is en- 
tu ely Silent on the latter point, and fui nishes an additional pi oof 
of his disposition to evade the pacific advances of the allies 
In the mean while I have the satisfaction to inform you that 
the military preparations in the Carnatic are in the most foi- 


* The debpatch adverted to is a mere leferrencc to the minute and pi o- 
clnraation at pages 390 and 391 

+ See n SSI 
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ward state, having been advanced duiing the last two months 
with d degiee of alaciity and vigoui which leflects the highest 
credit on this Government 

The volunteeis from Bengal had arrived at this Presidency 
a few days befoie me 

His Highness the Nizam’s Contingent, which is to consist 
of the whole of the Company’s subsidiary tioops, of 6,000 of 
the Nizam’s infantiy, and of 10,000 cavalry, undei the com- 
mand of Meei Allura, niai died fiom the vicinity of Hydeiahad 
on the 26th of Decembei, and was expected to cioss the 
Kistna on the 6th of this month, it will join a detachment of 
the aimy of this Piesidency under the command of Colonel 
Wellesley at Tiipetty 

His Majesty’s 84th legiment, with a pait of the Scotch bii- 
gade, and of the 28th regiment of light dragoons, fiom the 
Cape of Good Hope, amved heie m peifectly good condition 
on the 7th of this month 

The last advices fiom Poonah affoid eveiy leason to expect 
the coopeiation of a consideiable Mahiatta force in the event 
of hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun. 

The Government of Bombay have employed eveiy effoit 
to foiward the military prepaiations on the coast of Malabar, 
from whence a respectable assistance will be afFoided if the 
occasion should lequiie it 

The coast of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions m Malabar is at 
piesent guaided % his Majesty’s ships SuffolTc and Victo- 
iious, and by the Company’s ships Eail Howe and Princess 
Charlotte, ai-med undei my ordeis at Calcutta 

By accounts received fiom the Cape, it appears that Com- 
modoie Blanket was met at sea by the ship Mildred, in a 
position which leaves no doubt of his having leached Ins sta- 
tion, although no ofEcial accounts have yet been leceived of 
that event 

Undei all these ciicumstances, I tiust that I shall possess 
the means of effectually precluding Tippoo Sultaun fiom the 
advantages nhich he expected to deiive undei Ins late offensive 
alliance with the Fiench 

The fate of the French army in Egypt is still unknown to 
me, but the foiwaid state of oui armies and alliances in- 
duces me to enteitam a confident expectation, that I shall be 
enabled to attain effectual seem ity against the hostile designs 
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of Tippoo Sultaun, befoie the season will admit of any assist- 
ance 1 eachuig him fiom Egypt, even if any part of the French 
aimy shall have sminounted the innumeiahle difficulties of 
then situation , and if the vigilance of his Majesty’s squadrons 
shall have been fiustiated on the Red Sea, and on the coast 
of Malahai 

The intelligence which I have leceived tins day fiom 
Lucknow, and fiom the resident with Scindiah, induces me to 
believe that the Shah will not ventuie to advance beyond 
Lahore duiing the piesent season 

The Seiks have collected then foices at Amrutsii, as well 
as on other points of his pioposed maicb, and have obtained 
some paitial advantages o\ei detachments of his aimy And 
although they do not appeal to possess a foice sufficient to 
cope with his whole aimy in the field, he seems to diead the 
eiTects which might be pi oduced by the embaiiassments which 
they might bung upon tlie line of his maich, if he should at- 
tempt to advance towaids Delhi 

Both the Mahiattas and Seiks on the noith-westein fioii- 
tiei of Hmdostan have manifested the most anxious desiie to 
cooperate with oui foices in opposing the progiess of the 
Shah, I tiust that this disposition may heieafter become the 
souice of enci eased secuiity to the Company’s possessions on 
that side of India 

In the meanwhile I have the satisfaction to asaiue you, that 
the aimy undei the command of Sir James Craig is in the 
highest condition in point of discipline and equipment, and 
that the zeal, alaciity and talents of that able officei, as well 
as of those who command under his oiders, leave no doubt 
that any attack, which the Shah’s impiudence might hazaid, 
must teiminate to the honour of the Biitish aims. 

The family and treasure of Golam Mahomed, the Rohilla 
Chief, ha-ve been conveyed undei my oideis to a place of se- 
cuiity at Benares 

Sved Khan, an active agent in the service of Golam Ma- 
homed, is now imprisoned in the fortress of Chunai , and the 
remaining sons of Fyzoollah Khan, fiom whose movements 
distuibance was apprehended in Rohilcund, are at present 
detained at Lucknow 

Although the general appearance of affaiis pi onuses an 
augmentation to the secuiity of the Biitish Empire in India, 
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the expense of the necessary means of accomplishing that 
important object must be veiy heavy, and the exigency of the 
pecuniary demands of this Presidency is peculiarly uigent m 
the present moment 

Even pieviously to the appiehension of hostihties in India 
I submitted to youi Honouiable Committee, and to the Ho- 
nourable Couit of Directors, my dehbeiate opinion, that the 
state of your affairs m India absolutely lequned an imme- 
diate and laige supply of treasme from Europe My duty 
now demands still moie urgently that I should recommend to 
your serious consideiation, in the most earnest manner, the in- 
dispensable necessity of aiding, by a seasonable lemittance of 
supply, the effoits of youi seivants in India to lescue these 
valuable possessions from the accumulated dangei which has 
lately menaced then tranquilhty. 

With an anxious zeal foi youi service, and with a firm le- 
solution to encountei, by eveiy practicable effoit, whatever 
difficulties may arise in the course of your affaus, the seivants 
of the Company in India cannot be expected to suimount all 
the exigencies of the present conjunctuie without some extra- 
ordinary aid from home I, therefore, trust that you will take 
the earliest opportunity of aflfordmg effectual relief to the re- 
sources of the Government of Bengal, on the credit of winch 
the whole system of your finances in India must depend 
I am happy to take this opportunity of repeating the as- 
sruance of my entire confidence in the cordial and honouiable 
cooperation of Lord Clive , and it is a peculiar satisfaction to 
me to be able to add, that since my airival here I have found 
in all your civil and military seivants, and in all the European 
and Aimenian inhabitants of this settlement an unanimous dis- 
position to assist me in the despatch of the public service 
I must refer your Honourable Committee to a minute re- 
corded by me in the secret department of the government at 
Fort William,** which vnll be transmitted to you by the first 
ships of this season, for the motives which induced me to mo- 
dify the oideis of the Honouiable Court of Diiectois with 
respect to the allowances to the officeis of the aimy The 
regulation respecting regimental rank had been earned into 
execution in Bengal sometime previous to my depaituie 
I have the honour to be, &c 

Mobnington 

* See page 38 1 
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Fiom the Ea)l of Mmmngton to Majoi Banneiman 
Sir, Fort St George, lOtli January, 17‘)9 

Judging it necessaiy m the piesent conjuncture to employ 
a peison to icside with the Rajah of Travancoi e, I have been 
induced hy the favouiable lepoit which I have received of 
youi zeal, activity and ability, to select you foi this service 

The following aie the objects to which you aie to diiect 
your attention — 

1 You are to stimulate the Rajah, and his inimstei, to the 
necessaiy eveitions foi placing without delay the whole of the 
mihtaiy foice of Travancoi e in a foiwaid state ofprepaiation, 
foi the puipose of effectual coopeiation with the Company’s 
aimies in the event of hostilities withTippoo Sultaun 

2 You will uige the Rajah’s immediate compliance with 
the 1 equisitions contained m my lettei to him * 

3 You will call upon him, in my name, to give eveiy pos- 
sible encouiagement to the hiinjaiiies and bazai dealers of 
Ins country to repair, with supplies, to the aimy on the coast 
of Malabai, by such loutes, and at such periods, as you shall 
recommend 

4 As the aimy under General Stuart will eventually be in 
great want of coohes for the puipose of assisting in the trans- 
portation of provisions and stores up the Ghauts, you will en- 
deavour to pievailon the Rajah to send as many of this useful 
class of people to the army as you may judge requisite 

5 You will con espond constantly with Lieutenant Genei al 
Hams and with Lieutenant General Stuait, and you will en- 
deavour to comply with such requisitions as they shall sever- 
ally make to you for supplies 

6 In the event of hostilities with Tippoo Sultaun, you will 
evert youi self to engage the Rajah to employ his mihtaiy 
force in the manner, which shall appear to you best calculated 
to promote the common cause, oi according to such directions 
as you shall receive, either from Lieutenant General Hams 
01 from Lieutenant Genei al Stuait 


■* The letter lefeired to contains requisitions for the Eajah to furinsli 
supplies ot bulloeks and coolies foi the use of the Madias aimy, 
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7. You will carefully endeavoui to prevent the Rajah fiom 
committing any aggiession against the state of Mysoie until 
hostilities shall have actually commenced between the Com- 
pany and Tippoo Sultaun 

8 I understand that the Rajah enter tarns rn his service se- 
veral French and other European natives, or subjects of coun- 
tries at war with Great Britain You will, therefore, represent 
to the Rajah, and his ministers, in the most forcible terms, the 
great danger to his own government from the mischievous 
principles of the French, and the impropriety of his extending 
favoui and protection to the inveterate enemies ot the British 
nation You will pursue this representation by an assurance, 
in my name, that the Rajah cannot better consult his own 
true inteiests, or my satisfaction, than by immediately dis- 
missing from his service, and sending out of his country, all 
Europeans of the character described Should he wish to 
replace the foreigners employed in hismilitaiy service by Bri- 
tish subjects, I shall be prepared to receive an application 
fi om him to that effect 

9 You will transmit to me, as soon as possible, an account 
of the military forces and equipments of the Rajah, including 
a report of all the Euiopcans in his service , and you will re- 
gularly advise me of all material transactions in the Rajah’s 
dominions, and in the adjacent countries 

I am, &c &c 

Mornings ON 


No CXXVI 

The Eurl of Moimngton to Tippoo Sultaun 

Foi t St George, 16th January, 17'19 
Your Highness has already been furnished by Lord Clive 
with a translation of the declaration of war issued by the Sub- 
lime Porte against the French, in consequence of then having 
violated the sacred obligation of treaty with the Grand Sig- 
nioi, and of then having invaded Egypt in contempt of every 
principle of good faith, and of the law of nations You have 
also received from me a translation of the manifesto published 
by the Porte on the same occasion, exposing, in just colours, 
the overbearing and arrogant spirit, as well as the treachery 
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and falsehood, which the French have disclosed in then con- 
duct towaids all mankind, and especially towaids the Sublime 
Porte 

ThePoite, justly outraged by an aggie&sion so atiocioiis 
and unprecedented as the invasion of Egypt, has now united 
m a common cause with the British nation, foi the purpose 
ofcuibmg the intempeiance of the Fiench , and the Giand 
Sigmoi havmg learnt the unfoitunate alliance which yom 
Highness has conti acted with his enemies the Fiench against 
his friends and allies the British nation, his Highness re- 
solved, from motives of Iriendship towaids you, as well as to- 
waids the British nation, to wain you, in an amicable letter, 
of the dangers of this fatal connection ; and to exhort you to 
manifest yom zeal foi the Mussulman faith, by i enouncing 
all intei course with the common enemy of eveiy religion, and 
the aggiessor of the head of the Mahoraedan Chinch * 

* The following is a copy of the lettei — 

Ltf/ei fom Sultaun Selim to the Indian Soveieigii, Tippoo Sultaun, dated 
Constantinople, 20tfi Septemiei , 1798, deliveicd to Mi Spcnoei Smith, 
hs Britannia Mtgesti/’s Mmistei Plempotentiai p, 

We take this oppoitunity to acquaint your Majesty, when the Fienth 
Republic was engaged in a war with most of the powei s of Europe within 
this latter period, our Sublime Poite not only took no pait against them, 
but regardful of the ancient amity existing with that nation, adopted a 
system of the strictest neutiality, and shewed them even such acts of 
countenance as have given nae to complaints on the part of othei Courts 
Thus fiiendly disposed towards them, and reposing a confidence in 
those sentunents of friendship which they appealed to piofesa for us, we 
gave no eai to many piopositiona and advantageous offeis which had 
been made to us to side with the belligerent powers, but puisuant to oui 
maxims of model ation and justice, we abstained fi om bi eaking with them 
without direct motive, and dimly obseivcd the line of neutiality, all 
which 18 notorious to the woild 

In this posture of thmgs, when, the French having witnessed the great- 
est marks of attention from our Sublime Poite, a perfect lecipiocity was 
naturally expected on their side, when no cause existed to inteiiupt tlie 
continuance of the peace betwixt the two nations, they all of a sudden 
have exhibited the unpiovoked and tieucheious pioceedmgs, of which 
the following is a sketch 

They began to piepaie a fleet in one ot their liaibouis, tailed Toulon, 
with most extiaordinary mysteiy, and when completely fitted out and 
ready for sea, embarked a large body of troops, and they put also ou 
boaid seveial people veised in the Aiabic language, and who had been in 
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Accordingly tins lettei (the testimony of friendship, and the 
fruit of wisdom, piety and zeal) was delivered by the minister 
resident at Constantinople, by whom it was tiansmitted to the 

Eoypt beloie, they gave the command of that armament to one of then 
gencials, named Buonaparte, who hist went to the Ibland of Malta, of 
which he took possession, and thence pioceeded diiect for Alexaudiia, 
wheie being ariived the 1 7 th Muhaiem, all of a sudden landed his troops, 
and entered the town by open foice, publislung soon after manifestoes in 
Arabic among the chfferent tribes, stating, m substance, that the object 
of then enterpiize was not to declaie war against the Ottoman Poite, but 
to attack the Beys of Egypt, for insults and injuries they had committed 
against the French mei chants in time past, that peace with the Ottoman 
empire was peimanent, that those of the Aiabs who should jom, would 
meet with the best tieatment, but such as shewed opposition, would 
sufFei death with this furthei insinuation, made in different quaiteis, 
but nioic partioulaily to ceitain Courts at amity with us, that the expe- 
dition against the Beys was with the piivity and consent of oui Sublime 
Poite, which IS a horiible falsity After this they also took possession 
of Rosetta, not hesitating to engage m a pitched battle with the Ottoman 
troops, who had been detached fiom Cairo to assist the invaded 

It is a standmg law amongst aU nations, not to eucioacli upon each 
others’ teuitories, whilst they are supposed to be at peace When any 
such events take place as lead to a lupture, the motives, so temhng, aio 
previously made known between the paities, noi aie any open aggres- 
sions attempted against their lespcctive dominions until a formal declara- 
tion ot war takes place 

Whilst, tlieiefore, no mteiiuption of the peace, nor the smallest symp- 
tom of misimdorstanding appeared between oiu Sublime Poite and the 
Fiench Republic, a conduct so audacious, so iiiipi evoked, and so deceit- 
fully sudden on their part, is an undeniable tiait of the most extieme 
insult and tieacheiy 

The piovmce of Egypt is consideicd as a region of geneioJ veneiation, 
flora the immediate proximity of the noble city of Mecca, the Kebleh of 
the Miissulmen, (the point ol the compass to which all Tuiks turn their 
face 111 peifoiming their prayeis) and the sacred town of Medina, wheie 
the tomb of oui blessed prophet is ixed, the inhabitants of both these 
sacied cities denying from thence their subsistence 

Independent of this, it has been actually discovered fiom several letters 
winch have been inteicepted, that the fuithei project of the Fiench is to 
dmdc Arabia into various lepuhlics , to attack the whole Mahommedaii 
sect, in Its icligion and country, and by a gradual progression, to extir- 
pate all Mussulmen fioin the face of the earth 

It is foi these cogent motives and considerations, that we have deter- 
mined to lepel this enemy, and to adopt eveiy vigorous measure against 
these porsecutois of the faitli, we placing all conhdence in the Omnipo- 
tent God, the source of all succoui, and m the intei cession ol him who is 
the gloiy of piophets 
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Honouiable Mi Duncan, Governoi of Bombay, wlio has foi- 
warded it to Loid Clive , the day before yesteiday this letter 
leached Madias, and a translation accompanied it, by which 

Now It being ceitam that, in addition, to the general ties of religion, 
the bonds of amity and good understanding have ever been firm and pei- 
manent with yonr Majesty, so justlv famed for your zeal and attachment 
to our faith j and that moie than once such public acts of fuendly atten- 
tion have been piactised between us, as to have cemented the connection 
subsisting between the two countiies, we therefore sincerely hope, fiom 
youi Majesty’s dignified disposition, that you will n6t refuse entering 
into concert with us, and giving our Sublime Porte every possible assist- 
ance, by such an exertion of zeal, as your firmness and natural attach- 
ment to such a cause cannot fail to excite 

We understand that, in consequence of ceitain secret intiigues earned 
on by the Fiench in India, (after their accustomed system) in order to 
destroy the settlements, and to sow dissensions iii the provinces of the 
Engbsh theie, a strict connection is expected to take effect between them 
and your Majesty, for whose service they are to send over a coips of 
troops by the way of Egypt 

We are peisuaded, that the tendency of the Fiench plans cannot, in 
the present days, escape yoiii Majesty’s penetiation and notice, and that 
no manner of regard will be given to then deceitful iiisiiiuatioiis on your 
side and whereas the Court of Great Britain is actually at war with 
them, and our Sublime Poite engaged on the other hand in repelling 
their aggressions, consequently the French are enemies to both , and 
such a reciprocity of interests must exist between those Courts, as ought 
to make both parties eager to afford every mutual succour which a com- 
mon cause requires 

It IS notorious, that the Fiench, bent upon the oveithiow of all sects 
and religions, have mvented a new doctrine, under the name of Libeity , 
they themselves piofessing no other bebcf but that of Debrees, (Epicu- 
reans, or Pythagoreans) that they have not even spared the teiiitoiies of 
the Pope of Rome, a countiy, since time immemorial, held in great le- 
verence by aU the European nations , that they have wiestcd and shared, 
with others, the whole Venetian State, notwithstanding that fellow repub- 
lic bad not only abstained from taking pait against them, but bad len- 
dered them seivice dming the course of the war, thus effacmg the name 
of the republic of Venice from the annals of bistoiy 

There is no doubt that their present attempt against the Ottomans, as 
well as their ulteiioi designs (dictated by then avaiicxous view towaids 
oriental riches) tend to make a gcucial conquest of that country, (which 
may God never suffer to take effect ') and to expel every Mussulman from 
It, under pretence of annoying the English Then end is to be once ad- 
mitted in India, and then to develope what really lies m tbeir hearts, just 
as they have done m eveiy place where they have been able to acquire a 
footing 

In a woid, thev are a nation whose deceitful mtiigues and peifidious 
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I learnt the valuable lessons of prudence and truth which it 
contains I now forward it to your Highness, you will read 
and con&idei it with the respectfiil attention which it demands , 
there you will find the same friendly admonitions respecting 
the dangerous views of the French nation, which I have al- 
ready submitted to your consideration 

When your discerning mind shall have duly examined this 
respected letter, you wiU no doubt diaw the following conclu- 
sions from it — 

First That all the maxims of public law, honour and reli- 
gion, are despised and profaned by the French nation, who 
consider all the thiones of the world, and every system of civil 
01 der and religious faith, as the sport and prey of their bound- 
less ambition, insatiable lapine, and indiscriminate saciilege 


pursuits know no bounds They aie mtent on nothing, but on depnving 
people of their lives and proper ties, and on persecuting religion, wherever 
then arms can reach 

Upon all this, therefore, coming to your Majesty’s knowledge, it is 
sincerely hoped, that you will not refuse every needful exertion towards 
assisting your biethren Mussulmen, according to the obligations of reli- 
gion, and towards defending Hindostan itself, against the effect of French 
machinations Should it be true, as we heai, that an intimate connection 
has taken place between your Court and that nation, we hope that, by 
weighing present circumstances, as well as every future inconvenience, 
which would result fiom such a measure, your Majesty will beware 
agaiust It, and in tbe event of your having harboured any idea of joinmg 
with them, oi of moving agamst Great Britain, you will lay such resolu- 
tion aside We make it oui especial lequest, that your Majesty will 
please to refrain fi om entering into any measures against the English, or 
lending any compliant ear to the French Should there exist any subject 
of complaint with the former, please to communicate it, certain as you 
may be of tbe employment of every good office on our side, to compro- 
mise the same, we wish to see the connection above alluded to, exchanged 
in favour of Great Biitam 

We confidently expect that, upon consideiation of all that is stated in 
this communication, and of the necessity of assisting youi brethren Mus- 
sulmen m this general cause of lehgion, as well as of cooperating to- 
waids the above precious province, being dehveredfrom the hands of the 
enemy, your Majesty wiU employ every means, which your natural zeal 
will point out, to assist the common cause, and to coiroborate, by that 
means, the ancient good undei standing so happily existing between our 
empires 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian translator to Govt 
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Secondly That the Fieiich have insulted and assaulted the 
acknowledged head of the Mahomedan Chuich , and that 
they have wantonly raised an unpiovoked and ciuel war in the 
heart of that countiy, which is reveied by eveiy Mussulman 
as the lepository of the most sacied monuments of the Maho- 
medan faith 

Thndly That a him, honouiable, and intimate alliance and 
friendship, now subsists between the Giand Signior and the 
Biitish nation, foi the expiess piiipose of opposing a bairiei 
to the excesses of the French 

Fouithly That the Grand Signioi is fully apprized of the 
intercourse and connection unhappily established between 
youi Hig ness and the French, for purposes hostile to the 
British nation, that he offers to your Highness the salu- 
taiy fruit of that experience, which he has already acquired, 
of the ruinous effects of French intiigue, treachery and de- 
ceit , and that he admonishes you not to flattei yourself with 
the vain hope of friendly aid from those, who (even if they 
had escaped from the valour and skill of the British forces) 
could never have reached you until they had profaned the 
tomb of your Prophet, and overthrown the foundation of your 
religion 

May the admonition of the head of your Faith dispose your 
mind to the pacific propositions which I have repeatedly, but 
in vain, submitted to your wisdom And may you at length 
receive the ambassadoi, whowillbe empowered to conclude the 
definite aiiangement of all differences between you and the 
allies, and to secure the tranquillity of India against the dis- 
tuibeis of the world • 

A tiue Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Perwan Translator to Govt MoRNiNGTON 


No CXXVII 

The Bail of Mm mngton to the Resident at Hydeuihad 
Sib, Fort St George, 21st Jan 1799 

I have received a letter fiom Captam White, in which he 
informs me that 6000 of the Nizam’s infantry had halted on 
the banks of the Kistna and refused to proceed, and that 
Meei Allum was doubtful of being able to prefVail on them to 
follow the army 
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The deficiency, which may be expected to take place in his 
Highness’s contingent in consequence of this event, does not 
appeal to menace evils of so serious a nature, as those which 
may be appiehended fiom the continuance of a body of dis- 
affected tioops m his Highness’s dominions, duimg the ab- 
sence of 0111 mihtaiy foice 

These tioops lately constituted apart of M Peion’s aimy, 
and although depiived of then Euiopean officers, then dis- 
cipline is still supeiioi to that of any othei coips in the 
Nizam’s seivice, they aie well aimed, and have a tiain of 
field aitilleiy attached to them Undei all these ciicuni- 
stances, the gieatest mischiefs are to he appiehended fiom 
theu disposition and powei. They may either desert in a 
body to 'Tippoo Sultaun, who might immediately leplace their 
late officeis by othei s of the same nation, or they may raise 
the standard of revolt in the heart of his Highness’s countiy 
The Nizam and Azim ul Omia must, without delay, take 
every practicable measure foi preventing either of these dan- 
geis 

My decided opmion is, that these tioops ought immediate- 
ly to be disaimed and disbanded. At the same tune I am 
aware, that his Highness may not possess the means, in the 
absence of the Company’s troops, to effect this desirable ob- 
ject In tins case it will be necessary to tempoiise with the 
revolted tioops, and to endeavoui to break them into small 
parties They must be withdrawn without loss of time, from 
their present station, and on no account be employed to the 
southwaid Theu guns should be separated from them as 
speedily as it may be practicable to attempt the measure 
with a prospect of success 

You must call upon the Nizam to supply the existing defi- 
ciency m his contingent, aiising from the desertion of these 
tioops, by a lemforcement of at least 4000 cavalry who must 
be ordered to join Meei Allum, by the route of Budwailand 
Doinal pass immediately 

I am, &c , 

Mornington 
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Tht Em I of Morning ton to His Eaxellency Rear Admiial Rainier 
SiRj FoitSt Gtoige, 2l3t Jan 1799 

I ti ust that the ships Eat I Howe and Ft incess Charlotte, 
aie airived on the coast of Malahai, and that then respective 
Captains will conduct themselves in such a manner as to 
meiit yoiu Excellency’s appiobation But feeling with your 
Excellency the necessity of investing you with a powei of 
supeiscding the cominandeis of the Honoiahle Company’s 
aimed ships, during the peiiod of then seiving under youi 
01 del s, I heieby authoiize youi Excellency accoidingly, to 
supeisede the commanders of any ships aimed by the Com- 
pany and now seiving, oi which may heieaftei be placed, 
under youi Excellency’s authoiity Although youi Excel- 
lency has expressed youi leadiness to accept any such le- 
strictions of tins geneial powei as I may deem expedient, I 
think the public seivice will be best piomoted, by leaving to 
your Excellency the fiee and unlimited exeicise of youi dis- 
cretion, with lespect to such supeicessions oi appointments, 
as you may think fit to make 

I rely entnely on your Excellency’s piudence, expeiience ^ 
and zeal foi the public service, that you will use the power 
which I have vested in youi hands in such a inannei, as shall 
most efl’ectually promote the mteiests of the Company, and 
of the Nation 

I have signified to the Government of Bombay, the poweis 
with which I have invested youi Excellency, and I have di- 
rected that Government to notify my oiders on this subject 
to the commandeis of the Company’s ships seivmg undei 
your Excellency’s authoiity 

I found Foit St Geoige ciowded with French piisoneis, 
and I was informed that a consider able numbei of the same 
description lemain in Pondicheiry In the event of a forwaid 
movement of the aimy, gieat dangei is to be appiehended 
fiom the turbulent disposition of these piisoners, and the 
only security against this danger would be to divert a consi- 
deiable portion of oui European foice fioni oui operations m 
the held, foi the express purpose of guarding the French 
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pnsoneis in Foit St Geoige, and at Pondicheiiy Even tins 
secuiity might become precaiious, m the couise of ceitain 
events, which I need not suggest to youi Excellency’s expe- 
iience 

I, theiefoie, deemed the immediate removal of the Fiench 
pnsoneis to be an object essentially necessary towaids ena- 
bling me to piosecute the wai against Mysoie with confi- 
dence and vigour I have accoidingly taken up tonnage foi 
the purpose of tiansporting the French pnsoneis to Europe 
without delay, being awaie that your Excellency undei the 
piesent ciicumstances could not be expected to afFoid any 
assistance in convoying the pnsoneis to Europe, I have 
thought it advisable to employ the Cornwallis to accompany 
them as far as the Cape of Good Hope, from thence, I tiust, 
that the Admiral on that station will be able to guard them 
to Europe, if he should not, I shall direct the Captain of the 
Cornwallis to pioceed thithei fiom the Cape 

The last intelligence fiom Europe leceived oveiland leads 
me to apprehend, that the Fiench will at length make an 
effoit (which I have long expected) to send a squadion into 
these seas Although I have little doubt that the vigilance 
of his Majesty’s Ministeis, will take an eaily opportunity of 
leinfoicing the fleet undei youv Excellency’s Command, I 
feel It to be the duty of those on the spot to piovide with 
every practicable degree of piecaution, against the possibility 
of the Fiench becoming supenor to the Biitish fleet in India 
I, therefore, take the libeity of lecommending to youi Excel- 
lency the detention of the Sceptre, aftei she shall have been 
repaired at Bombay, and as Sii Hugh Chiistian has directed 
Captain Edwards to attend to any suggestions which he may 
receive from the Government of India, I propose to convey 
my decided opinion to Captain Edwards, that he cannot 
better piomote the safety of the Biitish possessions in India, 
than by placing himself under your Excellency’s oideis, until 
further naval reinforcements shall arrive from Europe, oi 
until dll apprehension of the appearance of a French fleet in 
these seas shall have ceased 

The Osterley wiU soon depart from this port, with a supply 
of coals foi the use of your Excellency’s squadron I shall 
direct the Goveinraent of Bombay to arm hei with all ex- 
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pedition, if youi Excellency should deem such a nieasuie 
advisable 

I shall also transmit my oiders to Fort William, for the 
equipment of any large ships which may arrive in the iivei 
Hooghly 

I am extremely happy that my suggestions, with respect to 
the station ol the Syhille, have met with your Excellency’s 
appi obation 

My endeavours are still directed to obtain a suitable ad- 
justment of our diffeiences with Tippoo Sultaun, through the 
channel of negotiation, accompanying, however, my pacific 
propositions with such a disposition of oui forces as may tend 
to give full effect to my representations 

I lely with the most imphcit confidence on your Excel- 
lency’s assurances of cordial cooperation, in the event of war 
with Tippoo Sultaun, being satisfied that I shall derive eveiy 
degiee of practicable assistance, fiom the squadron under 
youi command, in my efforts to defeat the projects of the 
common enemy 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington. 


No CXXIX 

The Em I of Moi nxngion to the Resident at Hyderabad 
SiBj Fort St Geoige, 22nd Jan 1799 

It is of the utmost impoitance to ascertain the causes which 
impeded the operations of his Highness’s cavahy during the 
last wai, and to consider how those causes can now be le- 
moved 

I am mfoimed thatfoi the most part his Highness’s cavahy 
were sufficiently well mounted and aimed , and I have nevei 
heard that they manifested any peculiar deficiency in point of 
peisonal courage. Their unwilhngness to engage the enemy 
during the last war must, therefore, have arisen from other 
causes 

Duiing the first campaign of Lord Cornwallis, the com- 
mandei of the Nizam’s cavahy was not zealous in the cause 
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of the allies, and some of the nssallahdars were stiongly 
suspected of having been coriupted by the enemy These 
ciicurastances may leasonably be supposed to have contri- 
buted, in a gieat degiee, towards then disgraceful inactivity. 
At present his Highness s contingent is commanded by a 
peisoii of a veiy different disposition from Rajah Taiz Wunt , 
none of the suspected nssallahdars are now employed with 
it , and no reason exists to justify a suspicion of the faith of 
any of those now attached to it 

Notwithstanduig these advantages, certain ladical defects 
remain in the system of his Highness’s cavalry which require 
correction 

The principal of these defects consists in the want of due 
encouragement to the sillahdai, oi hiied cavalry (of which 
description the Nizam’s contingent of cavahy is, I believe, 
almost entirely composed), to expose their horses in action 
Foi the horses being the property of individuals, and some- 
times constituting the whole fortune of the horsemen, no risk 
will be incmied unless a previous indemnity be provided 
against the accidents of the field Engagements to this effect 
aie sometimes formed with sillahdar horse by the native 
poweis, but these engagements aie fiequently violated. 

Aiiothei defect in the constitution of the sillahdar cavalry 
IS, that although a hoiseman should be disabled for life m 
action, no provision is made for him, he, theiefore, is un- 
willing to expose his person. 

The remedies for these defects aie sufficiently obvious 
The Nizam ought to engage to pay the piopiietor foi eveiy 
hoise killed or disabled in action, according to its rated 
value , and his Highness ought also to make a suitable pro- 
vision, during life, for such horsemen as shall be disabled in 
actual service. 

You will, therefore, take an early opportunity of statmg to 
the Nizam, and to Azim ul Omia, the great advantages which 
would result to his Highness’s service from the adoption of 
regulations of the nature here suggested , and you will en- 
deavour, by eveiy argument in youi power, to induce the 
Mmistei to pursue the true interests of his Sovereign on this 
occasion 

I am aware that his Highness will not readily adopt the 
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pioposed impi ovements to any useful extent , but if he will 
only signify his approbation of the plan, and will promise to 
adopt it, I am disposed (on the strength of such general 
assurances), to authorize Captain Malcolm, in conceit with 
Meei AUum, to pledge the Company’s government for the 
faithful performance, by his Highness, of whatevei promises 
might be made to the hoi semen m his name 

Without the guaranty of the Company, it is not to be sup- 
posed that any vague assurances from his Highness would 
produce the desired effect. That guaranty would of course 
be given with every degree of lespect and consideration foi 
his Highness ' 

It IS possible that the whole expense resulting from the 
proposed measures might ultimately fall on the Company 
But the advantages of the ariangement to the Company, as 
weU as to the Nizam, would piobably be very consideiable, 
and might be of the most decisive natuie in the approaching 
war 

I am, &c , 
Mornington 


No CXXX 
(Geneial Orders.) 

By the Right Hon the Governor Geneial in Council 

Fort St. Geoige, 2nd Feb 1799 

Whereas the despatch of the public service requiies that 
the requisitions and orders of the Commander -in-Chief in the 
field should be earned into effect with every piacticable de- 
gree of promptitude and expedition, the Right Honourable 
the Governor General m Council hereby orders and directs 
all civil servants subject to the authority of the Presidencies 
of Fort St Geoige, oi of Bombay, and all military officers 
serving undei the authority of either Presidency, respectively 
to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to aU such requi- 
sitions or orders as they shall receive from the Commandei- 
in-Chief of the Forces of His Majesty, and of the Honorable 
the East India Company, on the coasts of Coromandel and of 
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Malabai , and all civil servants and militaiy officeis aie heieby 
infoimed, that any i eqmsition oi oidei undei the signature of 
the Commander-m-Chief of the said Forces, shall be consi- 
dered as a full and sufficient vouchei foi any advance or 
disbuisement of money which such lequisition oi ordei shall 
authoiize 

The Right Honourable the Governor General in Council 
further diiects, that any civil seivant or military officer le- 
ceiving any such requisition oi ordei from the Commandei- 
in-Chief, shall report the same by the earliest opportunity 
through the regular official channels to his Loidship in Coun- 
cil, hut the execution of the said requisition or oidei shall 
not therefore be suspended or delayed , and all civil servants 
and mihtaiy officers are heieby informed that this oidei is to 
remain in full force until further notice from the Governor 
General in Council 


No CXXXI 

Geneial Hams to the Govm nor -Genet al in Couneil 
My Lord, Camp near Vellore, Feb 2,1799 

Having had leisure since my arrival here to inspect the 
division of the army which has been since its formation under 
the orders of the Honoiable Colonel Wellesley, I have much 
satisfaction in acquainting your Lordship, that the very hand- 
some appearance and perfect disciphne of the troops do 
honour to themselves and to hun, while the judicious and 
masterly arrangements in lespectto supplies, which opened 
an abundant free market, and inspired confidence mto dealers 
of every desciiption, were no less creditable to Colonel Wel- 
lesley than advantageous to the public service, and deservedly 
entitle him to my thanks and approbation 

The othei divisions of the army are under orders to take 
up then respective stations in the line, and as soon as they 
join, and when the officeis at the head of the several depart,' 
ments of ordnance and stores and of supplies, have been fully 
provided with then cattle and carnage, I shall be able to 
state, for youi Lordship’s infoiniation, the probable period of 
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om being leady to move lowaids the frontieis of Tippoo 
Sultaun 

I have the honoui to be, -with gieat lespect, 

Youl Loidship's obedient Seivant, 
George HARRia 


No CXXXII 

The Eml of Mormngton to Lieut -Gen Limns, Cummandei -in-Chuf 
Sir, FoitSt Gem go, Sd Feb 1799 

You have already been furnished with copies of the coi- 
respondence which has taken place between me and Tippoo 
Sultaun since the 24th of Octobei last 
I have directed copies of this coiiespondence to be tians- 
raitted to the Cominissioneis m Malabai, whom I have in- 
structed to communicate the same to his Excellency Admnal 
Rainiei, and to Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait, oi the officer 
commanding the Company’s troops on the Malabar coast 
Having received no answer from Tippoo Sultaun to the 
lettei which I despatched to him on the 9th ultimo, and m 
which I repeated foi the third time, with increased earnest- 
ness, my pi oposal respecting the admission of Majoi Doveton, 
it is reasonable to conclude that the object of the Sultaun’s 
silence is to delay the commencement of decisive mihtaiy 
operations untd the season shall be so fai advanced as to 
render the siege of his capital impiacticable during the pre- 
sent year. 

To defeat these views it is become necessary to suspend all 
negociation with the Sultaun until the united force of the 
arms of the Company and their allies shall have made such 
an impression on his teiiitoiies as may give full effect to the 
just repi esentations of the allied powers 

I, therefore, direct that you entei the territory of Mysore 
with the army now assembled under your command, with as 
little delay as possible, and that you proceed to the siege of 
Senngapatam 

With respect to the division of the Company’s army on the 
Malabar coast, its operations, and, consequently, those of the 
troops of the Rajahs of Cooiga and Travancoie (who are to 
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be caiefully prevented from mating any premature move- 
ments), -will be legulated by the oiders which you shall 
tjansmit for that puipose to Lieutenant-General Stuait, or to 
the officer commanding in Malabai 

I have instiucted the Resident at Poonah to express to the 
Peishwa and to his Munster, Nana Fiirnaveese, my hope that 
the Mahratta empiie will instantly pursue the necessaiy 
measures foi the vigorous piosecution of hostihties against 
the common enemy, and the assurances which I have already 
received from that Court, lead me to expect that the noith- 
westei n territory of the enemy will soon be invaded by a con- 
sideiable Mahiatta force under Puiseiam Bhow 

My latest accounts flom the Resident at Poonah induce 
me to beheve, that he must have applied before this time to 
the government of Bombay foi the assistance of a detachment 
of the Company’s tioops to act with the Peishwa’s contingent 
In the event of the government of Bombay having been able 
to fuinish such a detachment (of which I have no doubt), they 
will apprize the commission in Malabai, and Lieutenant-Ge- 
neidl Stuait, or the officer commanding the tioops of the 
Piesidency of Bombay in that quaitei 
The government of Bombay will also instruct the officer in 
the command of the detachment seiving with the Mahiattas, 
to maintain as constant and regular a coiiespondence with 
you, and with Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait, as possible, and to 
exeit all his influence with the commander of the Peishwa’s 
contingent, to engage him to regulate the progress and opera- 
tions of the Mahratta forces by your advrce and diiections, 
or by those of Lieutenant-General Stuart 

Entertaining no views of aggrandizement, my objects m 
the war will be limited to the attainment of a just indemnity 
for the great expence to which the aggression of Tippoo 
Sultaun has subjected the allies, and of a reasonable secuiity 
against the futuie violence and treachery of that Prince , but 
no negociation with a view to either object can be opened 
without danger to the common cause, until the Sultaun shall 
have been compelled to entertam serious apprehensions foi 
the safety of Sermgapatam, and it is accordingly my resolu- 
tion to listen to no overtures from him, until we shall have 
attained such a position as shall sufficiently secure us agamst 
the effects of his insincerity 
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I shall heieaftei inform you of the mannei in which I wish 
you to leceive such oveituies as may he made to you by any 
of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s dominions desirous of tin owing 
off the authoiity of that Piince I shall also, in due time, 
send you such furthei instiuctions as may appear to me to be 
necessaiy foi your dnection, pieviously to yoiii entrance into 
the territoiy of Mysoie 

1 have the honoui to he, &c 

Mornington 


No CXXXIII 

The Em I of Moimngton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan 
Sir, Fort St Geoi^e, Feb 6,1799 

I return you many thanks for yoiii exeitions to procuie 
intelligence lespecting ZemaunShah, although your success 
has not yet been complete, I trust you will ultimately be able 
to establish a channel of infoimation which may hereaftei be 
useful Zemaun Shah commenced his reheat ftom Lahore 
on the 4ith of January , the principal cause assigned for his 
letreat is the appearance of Mahmoud, the Shah’s brother, in 
Balkh. From a comparison of dates, I think the movement 
of this Prmce may possibly be the work of your agent, Me- 
hedy Ah , which, if it should he proved, v^l estahhsh his 
utility If you should he satisfied of Mehedy Ah’s real effi- 
ciency, I think 2 lacs 10,000 rupees a sum not greater than 
the value of the service , and I authorize you to use your 
discretion on the subject accordingly The plan of sulisi^ 
dizing the whole army of Persia is more extended and expen- 
sive than ciicumstances require But I should hope that, by 
the judicious application of moderate sums of money, fiom 
time to time, not only the brothers of Zemaun Shah might 
be maintained in such a state as to occupy the Shah’s atten- 
tion at home , but the Court of Persia might he induced to 
keep him m perpetual check without any decided act of hos- 
tility This system, well executed, would save us a laige 
portion of the expense of diawmg oui armies to the frontier 
of Oude, whenevei the Shah chooses to cross the Attock I, 
therefoie, recommend the subject to your constant attention, 
and I shall wilhngly provide for a small annual expense in 
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Persia, which piomises to save enormous contingent chaiges 
in Oude 

I am much pleased with youi attention to the affaiis of 
Goa, and I should most anxiously wish to throw a gairison 
into that place, if we could at present spaie troops foi the 
pill pose. At present I can only request you not to lose sight 
of this impoitant object 

I have the honoui to be, 
with gieat lespect and esteem, Sir, 

your most faithful Seivant, 

Morninqton. 


No CXXXIV. 

Tfie Eat I of Mornmgton to the Qowt of Dtteoton of the Honourable 
East Indm Company 

Hon. Sirs, Fort St George, 12th Fob 1799 

I have deemed it to be my duty to tiansmit to youi Ho- 
nourable Court, by the speediest conveyance, the advices 
which I have leceived fiom Bengal with lespect to the inhu- 
man murder of Mi Cheiry and of several Biitish subjects, 
pel petrated by Vizier Alh and his adherents, in the city of 
Benaies, on the 14th of January, 1799 
Your Honourable Couit is already apprized of the ciicum- 
stances which mduced Lord Teignmouth to establish Saadut 
Alh on the Musnud of Oude, and to depose Viziei Alh, who 
had been raised to that situation m the confusion which en- 
sued upon the death of Asoph ud Dowlah. You are also in 
possession of the evidence by which the spuiious birth of 
Vizier Alh was incontiovertibly proved, and you have been 
informed that his Lordship had fixed the residence of Viziei 
Alh in the city of Benares , wheie he enjoyed an ample allow- 
ance hom the Nabob Viziei, and was treated with the utmost 
degree of indulgence and kmdness by Mr Cheriy, agent to 
the Governor General, and chief judge of the Provincial 
Couit of Circuit and Appeal foi that district 

Within the shoit period of four months, during which 
Viziei Alh occupied the Musnud of Oude , he had betrayed 
symptoms of a ferocious, sangmnary, and treacherous dispo- 
sition, accompamed by an extraordinary degree of boldness 
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and activity, Loid Teigninoutli, fiom a knowledge ol Ins 
chaiacfcer, lecoided an opinion, that it might be advisable to 
take an oppoitunity of changing the place of Viziei Alh’s 
lesidence to a situation more lemote fiom the scene of his 
elevation and fall, and nioie convenient to the immediate 
superintendence of the Goveinoi Geneial in Councd 

Since my ariival in India, vaiious events have happened to 
convince me, that the lemoval of Viziei Alh to the vicinity of 
Calcutta was a measure essentially necessaiy to secure the 
tianquillity of the province of Oude 

The numerous letinue entei tamed by Viziei Alh had more 
than once disturbed the peace of the city of Benares , and the 
oidinary military force stationed in the distiict could not be 
deemed sufficient to preclude all danger, eithei of commotion, 
01 of the escape ofViziei Alh Infoimation had leached me, 
tliiougli different channels, which left no doubt on my mind, 
that Viziei Alh had despatched a vakeel with piesents to 
Zemaun Shah, a circumstance which sufficiently indicated 
the disposition of Viziei Alh to attempt any enteipnze of 
which the success might be favoured by the approach of the 
Shah, and by the consequent diminution of the British force 
in the mteiior paits of the province of Oude 
When the Shah had actually advanced to Lahoie, and the 
army under Sir J Ciaig had been ordered to proceed to 
Anopsheer, the Nabob Vizier Saadut Alh applied, in the 
most pressing manner, for the removal of Vizier Alh to some 
position leas favouiahle to the exercise of his adventurous 
and daimg spurt 

Under all these circumstances, it appeared to me to be my 
duty to effect an arrangement, which had been deemed ad- 
visable, on general grounds, by the experience and prudence 
of Lord Teignmouth, and which the actual conjuncture of 
affairs had rendered highly expedient I, theiefore, directed 
Ml’ Cherry (some time previous to my depaituie from Fort 
Wilham) to signify to Vizier Alh my wish that he should re- 
side in the vicinity of Calcutta, and at the same time to assure 
him, that no diminution of his allowances oi appointments 
would be attempted, and that he would neither be subject to 
any additional restraint, noi denied any indulgence at the 
Presidency which he had been suffered to enjoy at Benares 
Being however aware of the difficulty of reconciling Vizier 
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Alh, by any accompanying measuies of lemty, to a change 
which must pieclucle his hopes of joining Zemaun Shah, oi 
of disturbing the Government of the Nabob Viziei, I paiti- 
culaily enjomed Mi Cheiiy to use the necessary piecautions 
foi seeming the effectual execution of my oideis in any con- 
tingency which might aiise 

The ainval of the Shah at Lahore, with the declared pur- 
pose of advancing to Delhi, and the defenceless state of the 
intervening possessions of the Seiks and of the Mahiattas m- 
duced me to assemble the mam body of the aimy of Bengal 
on the ffontiei of Oude, and to station a large foice within a 
few miles of Benares, for the protection of that opulent city 

The presence of this force seemed to have placed the tran- 
quil accomphshment of the removal of Vmei Alli beyond all 
doubt, and I left Bengal without any apprehension of the 
possibility of the dreadful events which have ensued 

When my orders were signified to Viziei Alli, he at first 
expressed, according to my expectation, considerable reluc- 
tance to leave Ins actual situation, but in a short time he ap- 
peared to be eiitiiely reconciled to the change of his residence, 
and to be perfectly satisfied with the assurances which he 
had received of a continuance of the protection and indul- 
gence of the Honouiable Company The conduct of Mr 
Cheiiy towards Vizier Alh, on every occasion, had been an 
uninterrupted course of every office of kmdness, delicacy, 
and conciliation, calculated to excite sentiments of affection 
and gratitude m any mmd capable of such impressions 
Vizier Alh had uniformly professed to entertain these senti- 
ments towards Mi Cherry in then utmost force, but his pro- 
fessions pioved to be the artifice of the deepest dissimulation, 
designed to mask the unalterable purpose of a secret and 
implacable hatred For it appears that the active exertion 
of Ml Cherry’s eminent talents in the negociation of the late 
treaty with Saadut Alh, and in facilitating the sudden depar- 
ture of that prince fiom Benares to Lucknow at the peiiod of 
the deposition of Vizier AUi, had fixed in the mmd of the 
latter a spiiit of personal revenge which no kindness could 
mitigate, and which no difficulty oi danger could contioul 
The evidence in my possession leaves no doubt that this 
spirit would have broken forth on the first favourable occa- 
sion, if Viziei Alh had been suffered to remain at Benares , 
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but it does not yet appeal whethei the immediate cause of 
the muidei of Mr Cheiry was any augmentation of Viziei 
AJh’s mveteiate lesentment, exaspeiated by the supposition 
that Ml Cherry had suggested my late oideis, oi whethei 
the motive of Viziei Alli was meiely to seize that oppoitumty 
of accomplishing a puipose which he had long deteimined, 
and which might have become impiacticable aftei the seat of 
his residence had been changed 

My concern foi the fate of Mi Cheiiy is much aggiavated 
by the leilection, that he might have avoided all danger, if 
the humanity of his disposition had not been deceived by the 
artful dissnnulation of his assassin , notwithstanding that Mr 
Cherry had been repeatedly warned of his danger, the cha- 
lacter of mildness and submission which Viziei AUi had as- 
sumed, had unfoitunately induced that gentleman to omit 
those necessaiy piecautions which weie recommended by 
eveiy piinciple of prudence, and particulaily enjoined by my 
positive oiders 

I am happy to be able to assure you, that no serious intei- 
luption of the tianquillity, either of the province of Benaies 
or of Oude, is likely to be the immediate result of this out- 
lage But it will requue much consideiation to devise such 
a system of measuies as shall afford permanent seciiiity to 
your possessions against the ultimate consequences of an 
event of such evil impression and dangeious example 
I have the honour to be, 

Honouiable Sirs, with the greatest respect, 

your most obedient and faithful Servant, 
Mornington 


No CXXXV 

Fiom the Bail of Mot mng ton to the Hon Jonathan Dunoan 
Sir, Foit St Gcoige, IStli February, 1799 

My letter of the 5th instant* will have furnished you with 
sufficient authority to continue eveiy encouragement to 
Mehedy Ah on the limited scale of from two to three lacs of 


See page 
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rupees. I cannot express to you my satisfaction at the able 
manner m which you have executed my ideas with respect to 
the lecal of Zeniaun Shah A compaiison of dates, com- 
bined with the whole tenor of my intelligence fiom Lucknow 
and Anopsheei, leaves little doubt on my mind that the Shah’s 
sudden retreat was occasioned by the news of his brother’s 
appearance at Balkh, and that the latter event was the hint 
of your agent’s activity I beg you will provide, or order Ma- 
hedy Ah to provide, all the khelaats and presents which he 
desires, and kt them be presented in my name You shall be 
furnished with the letters required in a few days 

I am desirous of extendrng and improving our relations 
with Persia to the utmost practicable degree, and I wish to 
receive your opinion with respect to such commercial or poli- 
tical objects as appear to you desirable and attainable under 
any treaty with the Court of Persia The great pohtical 
objects appeal to me to be, the exclusion of the French, espe- 
cially if they should make any attempt to penetrate through 
Persia to Hmdostan, and the establishment of such a conti- 
nual source of anxiety and apprehension to Zeniaun Shah on 
the borders of his own dominions, as shall effectually preclude 
his future projects of advancing towards Hmdostan 
I have the honour to be, 

Sn, 

your most faithful Servant, 

Mornington 


No CXXXVI 

Fiom Tippoo Sultaun to the Right Hon the Governor General 

Received* 13th February, 1799 

I have been much gratified by the agreeable receipt of your 
Lordship’s two friendly letters, the first brought by a camel- 
man, the last by hircuiiahs, and understood their contents. 
The letter of the Prince, m station like Jumsheid , with angels 
as his guards, with troops numerous as the stars , thesunillu- 
mimng the world of the heaven of empire and dommion, the 
luminaiy giving splendour to the universe of the firmament of 


* On the 7th of February, Dubuc, the agent of Tippoo Sultaun embarked at 
Tianquebar to proceed on hia Embassy to France 
VOL I 2 F 
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glory and power, theSultaun of the sea and the land , the King 
of Rome (i e the Grand Signior), be his empire and his 
powei perpetual* addressed tome, which reached you through 
the Biitisli Envoy, and which you tiansmitted, has arrived 
Being frequently disposed to make excursions and hunt, I am 
accordingly proceeding upon a hunting excursion You will 
be pleased to despatch Majoi Doveton (about whose coming 
your friendly pen has repeatedly written) slightly attended (or 
unattended) 

Always continue to gratify me by friendly letters, notifying 
youi welfare 

A tine Translation, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian Tianslator to Govt 


No CXXXVII 

Fiom the Got'etnor General to the Seciet Commitlee of the Honourable 
Couit of Dveotois 

Honourable Sirs, Fort St George, 13th Febiuary, 1799 

In my last letter to your Honourable Committee, under 
date the ISth* of January, I informed you, that I had ad- 
dressed a lettei to Tippoo Sultaun, on the 9th of January, 
and 1 enclosed a copy of that letter, as well as the whole of 
my correspondence, with that Prince 

Soon aftei the 13th of January, I received from his Ma- 
jesty’s Minister at Constantinople a letter fiom the Grand 
Signioi, addressed to Tippoo Sultaun, which I despatched to 
Seiingapatam on the 16th ultimo, together with a lettei from 
myself, renewing with enci eased earnestness my proposition 
for the admission of an ambassadoi, with a view to the com- 
mencement of a pacific negotiation 

To this horn 1 have received no answer from Tippoo Sul- 
taun to either of those letters 

It appeared to me, that the object of the Sultaun’s silence 
could be no other than to delay the commencement of deci- 
sive militaiy operations until the season should be so far ad- 
vanced as to render the siege of his capital impracticable dur- 
ing the present yeai 

In the mean while, the advices from Bussorah, Bagdad, 
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Constantinople, and Bombay, were of so unceitam a nature, 
as i to''!leave me still in doubt of the Fiencli aimy in Egypt , 
the only safe conclusion which could be diawn fiom these 
advices being, that the French still maintamed the possession 
of that countiy 

Reports had also reached me through various channels, 
stating, that a Fiench squadion, under M Richany, destined 
to the Arabian Gulf, and supeiioi in foice to that of Commo- 
doie Blanket, had left Europe so early in the season that it 
might easily have pre-occupied the intended station of the 
Commodoie, and as no intelligence has been received duectly 
irom the Red Sea since the date of the advices by the 
Inh eptd, the state ot our naval force, or of that of the enemy 
in that quartei, is not yet ascertained 

In addition to these ciicumstances, I was apprized by the 
most unquestionable authority, that while Tippoo Sultaun 
had declined to answer my several letters, three vakeels, 
fiom Seiingapatam, accompanied by M Dubuc (one of the 
leadeis of the Fiench foice raised in the Isle of Fiance, under 
M Malar tic’s proclamation) were upon the point of embark- 
ing at Tianquebai, with an avowed mission fiom the Sultaun 
to the Executive Duectoiy of Fiance 
In Older, therefore, to defeat the object of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
silence, and to avail myself of the actual superioiity of our 
force, and of the advantages of the present season, before the 
Fiench can effect any junction with him, I determined to 
commence hostilities without delay , and I am resolved to sus- 
pend all negotiation with the Sultaun imtd the united force 
of the arms of the Company, and of their allies, shall have 
made such an impression on his tenitoiies as may give full 
effect to the just representations of the allied powers 
With these views, on the 3id instant, I directed Lieute- 
nant General Flams to enter the teiiitoiy of Mysore with the 
army assembled undei his command, and to proceed to the 
siege of Seiingapatam with as little delay as possible 

With respect to the division of the Company’s army on the 
Malabar coast, its opeiations, and consequently those of the 
tioops of the Rajahs of Cooig and Tiavancoie (who will bq 
carefully prevented from making any premature movements), 
will be regulated by the oideis which Lieutenant General 
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Hams shall tiansmit foi that pmpose to Lieutenant Geneial 
Stuait, 01 to the officei commanding m Malabar 
I have mstiuctedthe Resident at Poonah to expiess to the 
Peishwa, and to his Mimstei, Nana Fmnavese, my hope 
that the Mahiatta Empiie will instantly puisne the necessaiy 
measuies foi the vigoious piosecution of hostilities against the 
common enemy , and the assuiances winch I have alieady le- 
ceived fiom that Courts lead me to expect that the northwestein 
teintoiy of the enemy will soon be invaded by a consideiable 
Mahiatta foice under Puiseram Bhow 

My latest mtelhgence fiom the Resident at Poonah induced 
me to believe that he must have applied befoie this time to 
the Government of Bombay foi the assistance of a detach- 
ment of the Company’s tioops (winch I know that Govern- 
ment to be piepaied to furnish), foi the puipose of acting with 
the Peishna’s contingent In that event the Goveinoi of 
Bombay will instruct the officei in the command of the de- 
tachment seiving with the Mahiattas to maintain as constant 
and legulai a conespondence with Lieutenant Geneial 
Hams, and with Lieutenant Geneial Stuait, as possible, and 
to exeit all his influence with the coinmandei of the PcisWa’s 
contingent to engage him to legulate the piogiess and opeia- 
tions of the Mahiatta foices by the advice and dnections of 
Lieutenant Geneial Hams, or by those of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral Stuart 

I have authoiized the Commissioneis in Malabai toicceive 
and encouiage fiom any of the chiefs oi public officers of 
Tippoo Sultaiinon the coast of Malabai, any advances which 
shall appeal to them to promise assistance to the Company m 
the piosecution of the war against that Prince 

I am not at present in possession of information which 
enables me to judge with sufficient ceitainty of the geneial 
disposition and temper of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s le- 
maming dommions on the coast of Malabai If, however, they 
should mamfest an inclination to revolt against his authority, 
and the Commissioners should think it expedient to encou- 
rage them, I have left it to the discretion of the Commissioners 
to offei such support and protection to those disposed to 
abandon the cause of the Sultaun, as the state of the British 
force on the Malabai coast may admit I have also autho- 
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rized the Commissioneis to give to all tributaries, and others 
renouncing then obedience to Tippoo, and acting cordially m 
oui favoui, the most positive assurances, in the name of the 
Company, that I will use my utmost efforts to compel that 
Prince to relinquish all claims upon then allegiance, and to 
assent to then becoming the dependants and subjects of the 
Honourable Company on such terms as shall hereafter be ar- 
ranged under my orders 

My instructions to Lieutenant General Hams respecting 
the manner in which he is to leceive such overtures as may be 
made to him by any of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s dominions, 
desirous of throwing off the authority of that Prince, will be 
flamed upon similar principles with my directions on the 
same subject to the Commissioners in Malabar 

His Excellency, Admiral Rainiei, is fully acquainted with 
the actual state of affairs, and I have informed him that I 
rely with confidence on his Excellency’s zeal for the public 
service (of which I have already received the most unequivocal 
proofs), for his cordial cooperation with the Commissioners in 
Malabar, and with Lieutenant GeneialStuait, in the vigorous 
prosecution of the war on the coast of Malabai , and I am 
persuaded his Excellency will take the most effectual mea- 
sures for enabling the fleet under his command to keep its 
present station, on the coast of Malabar to as late a period of 
the season as possible 

The whole tenor of my mtelhgence fiom Mysore induces 
me to believe, that there is a general aversion in Tippoo’s coun- 
cils and aimies to his intimate connection with the French , 
and I have already received intimations from various parts of 
his dominions, and fiom some of his principal ministers and 
officers, which pioniise considerable advantage m the prose- 
cution of hostilities against him 

The mam body of the army of the Carnatic, tinder General 
Hams, marched fiom Vellore on the 11th instant, I tiust 
that the Baiiamahal, and the Southern Provinces, will be suf- 
ficiently protected by the force assembled under Colonels 
Reade and Brown 

The Nizam’s contingent, accompanied by the whole of the 
Company’s subsidiary troops ai lived within a few miles ot the 
main body of General Harris’s force in eviously to then depai- 
ture fiom Velloie 
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I have the satisfaction to inform youi Honouiable Com- 
mittee that Zemaun Shah commenced his letieat on the 4'th of 
Januaiy , by a copy of alettei faom Zeinaun Shah’s Vmei to 
Shah Ahum, it appears that Zemaun Shah has finally relin- 
quished his project ofinvading Hindostan in the present year, 
but has engaged to letuin in the next season The imme- 
diate cause of Zemaun Shah’s precipitate letieat is stated in 
all the papeis of intelligence to be the sudden appeaiance of 
his biothei at the head of a mditaiy foice in the neighboui- 
hood of Heiat 

The documents which I have directed the Governoi of 
Bombay to forward by this despatch, will shew your Honour- 
able Committee that my attention was directed at an early pe- 
riod to the estabhshinent of such an intei course with the 
Court of Pei sia as should withdraw the Shah from the prose- 
cution of his ambitious views of aggression, to the defence of 
his own dominions 

I flatter myself that you will approve the success of those 
exeitions which (with the aid of Mi Duncan’s ability and 
zeal foi the public service), I have already been enabled to 
make m Peisia, with a view to this desirable object , it would 
certainly he a wise policy to apply annually a moderate sum 
of money to the same object, for the purpose of precluding 
those annual alarms of invasion which have occasioned so 
large an increase of your mditaiy charges in Bengal You 
may rely on my particular attention to the improvement of 
the intercourse now likely to be established with the Couit of 
Persia, from which I trust to derive many advantages, in ad- 
dition to those to which I have advei ted in this despatch 

The declared views of the French government, the position 
of the French army in Egypt, the possible coopei ation of a 
French squadron in these seas, added to the recent proceedings 
of Tippoo Sultaun, lender it indispensable to the security of 
the British empue in India, that the power of that restless 
and vindictive Prince should be speedily reduced The delay, 
even of a few weeks, at this season, might enable him^ in the 
next, to attempt the execution of his avowed projects of ven- 
geance with a formidable accession of strength 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Mornington 

PS As I was closing this despatch, I received the en- 
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closed lettei, No 3,* fiom Tippoo Sultaun His design is, 
evidently, to gam tmie, until a change of circumstances and 
of season shall enable him to avail himself of the assistance of 
Fiance I shall endeavour to fiustiate this design , and 
although I shall not decline even this taidy and insidious 
acceptance of my lepeated piopositions for opening a nego- 
tiation, I shall accompany the negotiation by the movement 
of the army, foi the puipose of enforcing such teims of peace 
as shall give effectual secuiity to the Company’s possessions 
against any hostile consequences of the Sultaun’s alliance 
with the French I have just now leceived intelligence that 
M Duhuc, with thiee vakeels horn the Sultaun, has actually 
sailed fiom Tranquebar, upon an embassy to Fiance, with 
considei able presents fi om Tippoo to the Executive Directoi y, 
I had despatched the fey with a paity of the 38th dia- 
goons, foi the pui pose of intercepting the vessel in which 
the embassy had embaiked , but, unloitunately, the captain 
of the Ohtetley was not able to accomplish that desiiable 
object 


No CXXXVIII 

'Ihe Em I oj Mouungton to the Residetit at Poonuh 
Sir, Fort St George, 19th Feb 1799 

Youi lettei, No 86, lequires the suggestion of some points 
necessary for youi direction 

My intention, in my lettei of the llth Januaiy.f was not 
that the Peishwa should be solicited, as a mattei of favoui, 
to leceive the Bombay detachment in the mannei suggested 
by Gopal Rao 

On the central y, my expectation was, that undei all the 
circumstances of the case, the Bombay detachment would be 
received by the Peishwa as a testunony of my disposition to 
accord with his Highness’s wishes 

I, theiefoie, desiie that you will not attempt to use any 
peisuasion to induce the Peishwa to leceive the detachment 
fiom Bombay , my expeiience of the policy of the Couit of 
Poonah has ah eady been sufficient to convince me of its dis- 
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position to view with suspicion the most amicable comphance 
with its own lepeated and earnest lequests You will leave 
it entirely to the disci etion of the Peishwa to accept oi i eject 
the offei of the detachment, declaimg that his Highness’s 
decision is a matter of perfect indifference to me 

You will understand that I am deteimmed never to consent 
to any augmentation of the subsidiary force now offered to 
the Peishwa, noi to the continuance of this force in his ser- 
vice after the conclusion of peace with Tippoo, on any other 
conditions than those proposed m my letter of the 8tli of 
July.’*’ 

You wiU peremptorily msist on the dismission of Tippoo’s 
vakeels Under the present circumstances, then detention 
at Poonah is httle short of an insult to the British govern- 
ment From the several facts which you have stated, I con- 
fess that I cannot draw conclusions favorable to the cordial 
cooperation of the Peishwa, in the present contest with the 
Sultaun 

The whole conduct of the Peishwa has betrayed a syste- 
matic jealousy, suspicion, and even insincerity, in return for 
the most liberal and unqualified offices of friendship and good 
will The time, I trust, is not far remote, when the Court of 
Poonah may lament the despicable policy which has governed 
its councils, in its late communications with the British 
government 

In the mean while, yom activity must he exerted to coun- 
teract the piide, imbecility and falsehood, of Baagy Rao My 
object IS to be charged with the sole conduct of the interests 
of the allies, in any negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun My 
proposition respecting the Mahiatta vakeel to be sent toFoit 
St Geoige, was intended merely to preclude any emotion of 
the lively jealousy of the Court of Poonah But, as the 
Peishwa has not yet made any effort in the common cause, 
noi IS likely to make any, before every question with Tippoo 
shall be brought to an issue, his Highness might safely trust 
to me for the management of mterests which he has aban- 
doned, and which must ultimately be secured by my exertions 
You will, theiefoie, rather discourage, than endeavour to 
accelerate, the appointment of a vakeel from the Peishwa, for 
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the puiposes proposed By reference to Hyderabad, you 
will find, that the Nizam has thrown the conduct of his 
interests with Tippoo entirely into my hands , and I know no 
reason, either of justice, policy, or real dignity, which should 
restrain the Peishwa fiom an equal degree of confidence in 
my friendship and good faith 

I apprize you that I will not accept the Peishwa’s media- 
tion between me and Tippoo Sultaun , nor can I conceive 
how the Peishwa can undertake the office of mediator m such 
a cause, without the most flagrant mconsistency As a mem- 
ber of the tuple alliance, he has already declaied himself to 
be a party aggrieved by the Sultaun, and m that view the 
Sultaun might naturally suspect the sincerity of his mediation 
but if he has really brought himself to that temper of impar- 
tiality which IS the mdispensable characteristic of a mediator, 
he has violated his faith towards the alhes, and they cannot 
accept a mediation founded on a violation of their reciprocal 
engagements 

Even rf this reasonmg could be controverted, after having 
rejected, m the most offensive manner, my proffered media- 
tion between him and another branch of the triple alliance, 
the Peishwa cannot reasonably expect that either the Nizam 
or I should admit him to mediate between us and the common 
enemy 

It may not be useless to suggest to Scindiah, that although 
Zemaun Shah’s retreat has relieved me from all apprehension 
of any interruption of the tranquillity of the province of 
Oude, I think it advisable, under the present circumstances, 
to maintain a laige force on the frontier of the Viziei’s 
dominion 

It wiU not be piopei to use any intimidation to Scindiah, 
but I apprize you, that if he should enter into any connection 
with Tippoo, of a natuie dangeious to the British interests, 
the security of his dominions in Hmdostan will be exposed 
to hazard 

I am, &c 

Mornington 
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The Earl of Mormngton to hts Ececellency Lieutenant-Genci ul Hai i is 
SiRj Foit St George, Feb 22ud, 1799 

I have leason to believe that many of the tiibutaiies, prin- 
cipal office! s, and othei subjecta of Tippoo Sultaun, aie 
inclmed to thiow ofif the authoiity of that Piince, and to 
place themselves under the protection of the Company and 
of oui allies The wai in which we aie again involved, by 
the tieacheiy and -violence of the Sultaun, lendeis it both 
just and expedient that we should avail ouiselves, as much 
as possible, of the discontents and disaffection of liis people 
It IS, theiefoie, advisable, to airange a plan foi the legulai 
conduct of all negotiations connected with this object 
Being appiehensive that yom moie impoitant avocations 
will not admit of youi taking any pait in the details ol this 
business, I heieby diiect you to constitute a commission foi 
this purpose, to consist of the Honourable Colonel Wellesley, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Close, Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew and 
Captain Malcolm, assistant to the Resident at Hydei abad , 
with Captain Macaulay, to act as secvetaiy to the commission 
The commissioneis aie to act constantly in communication 
with you, and to obey whatever diiections you shall think 
proper to signify to them 

They aie to report then proceedings to me as fiequently 
and as legulaily as circumstances shall permit 

They will conesponcl with the commissioners in Malabar 
on such points as shall be connected m any respect with the 
objects of this commission and foi this puipose you will be 
pleased to furnish them with a copy of the Company’s cypher. 
No. II 

Then duty is to consist, generally, in receiving and con- 
sideimg all such oveituies from the subjects of Tippoo Sul- 
taun (of whatevei class), as may either be referred by you to 
the commissioners, or may be addressed to them through 
other channels 

In cases which may not admit of reference to me, they wiU 
decide, under your authoiity, on the degiee and natuie of the 
encoui agement piopei to be given to such persons as may 
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propose to place themselves undei the piotection of the Com- 
pany The following extiacts fiom my instructions to the 
commissioneis in Malabai (which you will he pleased to com- 
municate to the officers named in the present commission), 
will explain the geneial piinciples by which then conduct is 
to be legulated 

“ I now authorize you to avail youiselves, without leserve, 
of the overtures made some time since to Mi Uthoff and to 
Captam Mahony, by Shehab-ud-Dem Khan, to whatevoi ex- 
tent you may judge piacticable and useful You will also 
leccive and encourage from any othei of the chiefs, oi public 
officeis of Tippoo Sultaun, on the coast of Malabai, any ad- 
vances which shall appear to you to pi oraise assistance to the 
Company, in the prosecution of the war against that Prince 

“ I am not at present in possession of any infoimation 
which enables me to judge with sufficient ceitainty of the 
general disposition and temper of the inhabitants of Tippoo’s 
remaining dominions on the coast of Malabar If, however, 
they should manifest an inclination to revolt against his au- 
thority, and you should think it expedient to encouiage them, 
I leave it to your discretion to offer them such suppoi t and 
protection as the state of the British force on your coast may 
enable you to afford I also authorize you to give to all 
tiibutaries, or others, renouncing then allegiance to Tippoo, 
and acting hear tily in our favoui , the most positive assurances, 
in the name of the Company, that I will use my utmost effoi ts 
to compel that Prince to relinquish all claims upon then alle- 
giance, and to agree to then becoming the dependents and 
subjects of the Honoiable Company, on such teims as shall 
hereafter be arranged under my orders ” 

The enclosure No 1 contains an account of the overtures 
fiom Shehab-ud-Dren Khan, referred to in the foregoing 
extract* 

It wdl be obvious, however, that the instiuctions apply 


* This document not only states the overtuies made for a junction 
with the English, by some ot Tippoo’s chiefs, but declaies also the fact, 
that “ Tippoo had foimed a close alliance with the Fiench, to the extent 
of declaiing that the enemies of the one were to be consideied as the 
enemies of the othei , and that he (Tippoo) had engaged to giant them 
(the Fiench) the foit of Honowir (Oiioie) to facilitate their communica- 
tion with his dominions ” 
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moie paiticulaily to tiibutaiies, oi zemindars, possessing or 
claiming such districts on the hoideis of the Company’s tei- 
iitory as may be annexed to it, in the favouiable event of a 
fuither 1 eduction of theSultaun’s power, and of a partition of 
his present dominions 

The commission will communicate with Meei Allum, with 
respect to all such proposals as may appear likely to concern 
the mteiests of the Kizam Any oveituies which maybe 
made by tnbutaiies, or other subjects of the Sultaun, adjacent 
to the present frontier of his Highness, will be considered 
with Meei Allum’s assistance , the necessaiy encouragement 
and assuiances to such peisons being, more properly, to be 
adjusted by the powers to whom their allegiance may even- 
tually be tiansfened 

The same principle must be applied to any offers which 
maypioceed from districts boideiing on the present Mah- 
latta dominions Should a Maluatta force heieaftei join 
join army, the comimssioneis will (m the cases to which I 
now refer), consult with the commander of that force, as well 
as with the commanding ofiicei of any British detachment 
from Bombay which may be acting with the Mahiattas 

But, although in the two last cases, authoritative assurances 
and encouragement would most properly proceed from our 
allies respectively, it is not improbable that, on some occa- 
sions, the guarantee of the Company may be requiied to such 
engagements, and even be made an indispensable prehminaiy 
condition by the parties proposing to abandon the cause of 
Tippoo 

It IS desirable to avoid all such engagements of the nature 
of a guaiantee, the commissioners, therefore, will be caieful 
not to guaiantee any engagements which the allies may be 
inclined to form with persons renouncing then allegiance to 
Tippoo Sultaun, excepting in cases where the proposed ad- 
vantage shall be important to the common cause, and evidently 
unattamable without a formal guarantee In geneial, there- 
fore, such contracts must be avoided , but if a case of peculiar 
exigency should arise, without a possibility of a previous 
reference to me, the commissioners will regulate then conduct 
as nearly as possible on the principles which I have already 
established, for cases moi e immediately allecting the pai ticulai 
mteiests of the Company 
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The film foundation on which oui connexion with the 
Couit of Hydeiabad is now happily placed, disposes me to 
guaiantee, with less hesitation, any engagements which the 
Nizam, or Meei Allum, on his Highness’s hehalf, might he 
willing to foim with the tributaries of the enemy on the side 
of his Highness’s fiontier than pi udence would lequue in any 
siimlai tiansaction undei the Mahiatta powei 

With lespect to overtuies proceeding fiom the more cen- 
tral parts of the enemy’s country, and, therefore, from persons 
whose possessions aie not likely, nr any event, to be trans- 
fen ed to any of the allies, it is evident that such overtures 
cannot be received or encouraged m the same manner as 
those which have been already considered To offers of this 
description, the commission must return merely such assur- 
ances of aid and support (whethei mihtary oi pecuniary), as 
it maybe immediately pi acticable to afifoid, avoiding, care- 
fully, any engagements which might ultimately embaiiass a 
negotiation for peace With legaid to pecuniary aids, I 
authorize you to give your sanction to such advances of 
money as the commissioners may deem essentially necessary 
to promote the objects of these instiuctions , appiizmg you, 
however, that these advances of money must be confined 
within the limits of moderation, and with due attention to 
economy 

With these instructions you will receive copies, m Peisian 
and English, of a declaration which I propose to publish for 
the purpose of justifying to the powers of Hindostan the 
measures which the conduct of Tippoo Sultaun has compelled 
the Company and their allies to adopt You will communi- 
cate this document to the commissioners, who aie to prepare 
and publish, in your name, such proclamations as shall appeal 
to them to be best adapted to the state of the different paits 
of the enemy’s country through which you may pass, or with 
which you may open any mtei course, conforming the general 
tenor of all such proclamations to the prmciples and spuit of 
the declaration 

You have already been fmnrshed with copies in Persian 
and English, of my correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun, as 
well as with tianslations in Persian, of the Grand Signior’s 
mamfesto, and of his Highness’s letter to the Sultan , you will 
communicate these papers to the commissioneis Those pas- 
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sages of the conesponclence, and of the documents received 
fiom Constantinople, which expose the chaiactei of the French 
lepubhc, and the outiages committed by the French against 
the acknowledged head of the Mahommedan chmch, may, in 
paiticulai, be employed to produce an useful impression on 
all the Mussuhnan inhabitants of Mysore The commissionei s 
will make any fuither use of these documents which may 
appear advisable 

I also enclose (No 3) copies, in Peisian and English, of 
an agreement which has been lately concluded, undei my 
direction, with ceitain chiefs of the Ghyre IVfehdy sect of 
Mussulmans Foi an account of the banishment of these 
sectaiies from the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, I lefer you 
to the accompanying extract of a letter from the Resident at 
Hydeiabad, undei date the 4th of Januaiy last, making the 
inclosuie No 3 Among these exiles aie many peisons who 
foimeily held situations of gieat trust under the government 
of the late Hydei Ah Khan, as well as under that of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and it is obvious that all these peisons must be 
mtimately acquainted with the countiy of the enemy It will 
be the business of the commissionei s, under youi ordeis, to 
consider how the knowledge and probable connexions of these 
people, may be best applied to the promotion of the objects 
of then commission It appears that the Sudars, whom, 
together with 400 Sdlahdar horse, I have agreed to entertain 
foi the present (principally with a view to the advantages 
which may be derived from their local knowledge and con- 
nexions) possess the means, as well as the inclination, of 
levying foi oui service a consideiable body of cavahy, con- 
sisting of then exiled associates, now dispersed throughout 
the dominions of the Peishwa and of the Nizam To em- 
ploy then whole force in the field would be extremely bm- 
thensome, and I trust we shall never be undei the necessity 
of lesorting to such assistance beyond the extent of the 
anangement already concluded with Jaffier Khan and Syed 
Yacoob 

The commission will be confidentially mfoimed by Captam 
Malcolm of the progress which may have been made in a 
certain secret negotiation which has been opened by Meei 
Allum, in communication with Captain Malcolm since the 
conduct of Tippoo Sultaun compelled me to adopt the leso- 
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lutioii of attacking his teiritories It is impossihle foi me, in 
the piesent stage of this negotiation, to give the commission 
any piecise instructions for the legulation of their proceed- 
ings vith 1 elation to this veiy peciihai and important case, 
and, theiefoie, I must leave the management of it to then dis- 
ci etion, aided by that of Meei Allum If, howevei, they 
should he able to tiansmit to me any lepoit on this delicate 
point befoie the communication between the army and this 
Piesidency shall become piecanous oi difficult, it is my de- 
sne that they should wiite to me in cyphei, a caution which 
they must always obseive in then coiiespondence with me, 
fi om any position which may rendei then despatches liable 
to be Intel cepted 

The enclosuie No 4, consists of a memorandum of a most 
seciet and delicate natuie, relating to the family which go- 
verned Mysoie previously to the usuipation of Hyder Alh 
Khan 

It IS obvious that no advantageous negotiation can be 
opened with any of the suiviving blanches of this family 
undei any othei cii cuinstances than a deteinunation, accom- 
panied by undoubted powei, to effect the total lemoval of the 
ruling dynasty Such a deteimination in the piesent stage 
of oui contest with Tippoo Sultaun would be piematuie, and 
incompatible with the principles on which my instiuctions to 
you of the 3rd instant were founded My oideis for the 
march of the army being grounded on the necessity of pro- 
viding for oui own indispensable security and leasonable in- 
demnity, and being strictly hmited to those justifiable objects 
There is, besides, no reason to suppose that any of the per- 
sons mentioned in the accompanying memoir could be ren- 
dered useful (in any material degiee) m the piosecution of 
the war 

The commissioners must, therefore, confine their proceed- 
ings on this subject to enquiries into the state of parties in 
Mysoie, with a view to the practicability of lestoimg that 
family with oi without the consent of the principal Mussulman 
chiefs at piesent m authoiity in the country The commis- 
sion will readily perceive that these enquiries must be con- 
ducted with the utmost caution and prudence , for if their 
object were to transpire, the discovery might check, if not 
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sages of the coiiespondence, and of the documents leceived 
fiom Constantinople, which expose the chaiactei of the French 
lepubhc, and the outiages committed by the Fiench agamst 
the acknowledged head of the Mahommedan chuich, may, in 
paiticulai, be employed to produce an useful impression on 
all the Mussulman inhabitants of Mysore The commissionei s 
will make any fuither use of these documents which may 
appeal advisable 

I also enclose (No 2) copies, in Persian and English, of 
an agreement which has been lately concluded, under my 
dnection, with certain chiefs of the Ghyie Mehdy sect of 
Mussulmans Foi an account of the banishment of these 
sectaiies from the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, I refer you 
to the accompanying extiact of a letter from the Resident at 
Hyderabad, under date the 4th of Januaiy last, making the 
inclosine No 3 Among these exiles are many persons who 
formerly held situations of great trust under the government 
of the late Hyder Ah Khan, as well as under that of Tippoo 
Sultaun, and it is obvious that all these persons must be 
intimately acquainted with the country of the enemy It will 
be the business of the commissionei s, under your orders, to 
con&idei how the knowledge and probable connexions of these 
people, may be best applied to the promotion of the objects 
of then commission It appears that the Sudais, whom, 
together with 400 Sillahdar horse, I have agreed to entertain 
for the present (principally with a view to the advantages 
which may be derived fiom their local knowledge and con- 
nexions) possess the means, as well as the inclination, of 
levying foi oui service a considerable body of cavalry, con- 
sisting of then exiled associates, now dispersed throughout 
the dominions of the Peisliwa and of the Nizam To em- 
ploy their whole force in the field would be extiemely bur- 
thensonie, and I trust we shall never be under the necessity 
of resorting to such assistance beyond the extent of the 
ariangement tdieady concluded with Jaffier Khan and Syed 
Yacoob 

The commission will be confidentially informed by Captain 
Malcolm of the piogiess which may have been made in a 
certain secret negotiation which has been opened by Meei 
Allum, in communication with Captam Malcolm since the 
conduct of Tippoo Sultaun compelled me to adopt the reso- 
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lution of attacking his teiiitories It is impossible foi me, in 
the present stage of this negotiation, to give the commission 
any piecise insti notions for the legulation of then proceed- 
ings with leldtion to this veiy pecuhai and impoitant case, 
and, theiefoie, I must leave the management of it to then dis- 
ci etion, aided by that of Meei Allum If, howevei, they 
should be able to tiansmit to me any repoit on this delicate 
point befoie the communication between the aimy and this 
Picsidency shall become piecaiious or difficult, it is my de- 
siie that they should wiite to me in cyphei, a caution which 
they must always obseive in then coiiespondence with me, 
from any position which may rendei then despatches liable 
to be inteicepted 

The enclosuie No 4, consists of a memoiandum of a most 
seciet and delicate natuie, relating to the family which go- 
\eined Mysoie pieviously to the usuipation of Hydei Alli 
Khan 

It IS obvious that no advantageous negotiation can be 
opened with any of the smvivmg blanches of this family 
undei any othei cncumstances than a deteinnnation, accom- 
panied by undoubted powei, to effect the total lemoval of the 
ruling dynasty Such a deteimination in the piesent stage 
of oui contest with Tippoo Sultaun would be piematuie, and 
incompatible with the principles on which my instructions to 
you of the 3id instant were founded My orders foi the 
maich of the army being giounded on the necessity of pio- 
viding foi oui own indispensable secuiity and leasonable in- 
demnity, and being strictly limited to those justifiable objects 
Theie is, besides, no leason to suppose that any of the pei- 
sons mentioned in the accompanying memoii could be ren- 
dered useful (m any mateiial degiee) m the prosecution of 
the wai 

The commissioners must, therefore, confine their proceed- 
ings on this subject to enquiries into the state of pnities in 
Mysoie, with a view to the practicability of lestoiing that 
family with oi without the consent of the principal Mussulman 
chiefs at piesent in authoiity m the country The commis- 
sion will readily perceive that these enquuies must be con- 
ducted with tire utmost caution and prudence , for if their 
object weic to tianspiie, the discovery might check, if not 
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prevent, many advances which would otheiwise be made fioni 
pel sons attached to the Mussulman Government 

The personal safety of the suiviving adheients of the an- 
cient family of the Rajahs of Mysoie, and even of the Ranee 
heiself, also lequiies peeuliai discietion and seciecy in the 
conduct of this pait of the business of the commission The 
most dieadful scene of vengeance and slaughtei would be the 
piohable consequence of Tippoo’s leceiving the slightest inti- 
mation of the contents of the accompanying memoii, which, 
theiefoie, aftei being attentively peiused by the commission- 
eis, must be dcstioyed 

You will direct Captain Macleod, of the intelligence de- 
partment, to communicate, fiom time to tune, to the com- 
mission whatevei intelligence he may receive of a nature 
connected with the objects of the commission, with which I 
authoiize you to make him fully acquainted 

I am, &c 

Mornington. 


No CXL. 

Declaration of the Right Honowahle the Govetnot Geneial in Council, fot 
all the forces and affairs of the Bittish nation in the East Indies, on behalf 
of the Honomable the East India Company and the allies of the said Com- 
pany there, his Highness the Nizam and the Peishwa 

Fort St George, 22d Feb 1799 

A solemn treaty of peace and friendship was concluded at 
Senngapatam, between the Honourable Company and the 
Nabob Asoph Jah and the Peishwa on the one pait, and the 
Nabob Tippoo Sultaun on the other part, and fiom that day 
all commotion and hostility ceased Since that day, the thiee 
alhed states have invaiiably manifested a sacred regaid for 
the ohhgations contracted under that treaty with the Nabob 
Tippoo Sultaun Of this uniform disposition, abundant pi oofs 
have been afforded by each of the aUies Wliatevei differ- 
ences have arisen with regard to the limits of the territory of 
Mysoie, have been amicably adjusted without difficulty, and 
with the most exact attention to the prmciples of equity, and 
to the stipulations of treaty Such has been the sohcitude of 
the alhes for the preservation of tranquilhty, that they have 
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Viewed with forbearance, for some years past, various embas- 
sies and mihtaiy preparations on the pait of Tippoo Sultaun, 
of a tendency so evidently hostile to the inteiests of the allies, 
as would have justified them, not only in the most serious re- 
monstrances, but even in an appeal to aims On the part of 
the British Government every endeavoui has been employed 
to conciliate the confidence of the Sultaun, and to mitigate 
his vindictive spirit, by the most unequivocal acknowledgment 
and confiimation of his just rights, and by the lemoval of 
eveiy cause of jealousy which might tend to inteiiupt the 
continuance of peace These pacific scntmients have been 
most particularly mamfested in the Goveinor General’s lecent 
decision on Tippoo Sultaun’s claim to the district of Wynaad, 
and in the negotiation opened by his Loidship with regard 
to the districts of Amei ah and Souleah In every instance 
the conduct of the Biitish Government in India towaids 
Tippoo Sultaun, has been the natural i esult of those princi- 
ples of moderation, justice, and good faith, which the legis- 
lature of Great Britain and the Honourable the East India 
Company have firmly established as the unalterable rule of 
their inteicouise with the native piinces and states of India 
The exemplaiy good faith and the pacific disposition of 
the alhes, since the conclusion of the treaty of Seimgapatam, 
has nevei been disputed even by Tippoo Sultaun Fai fiom 
having attempted to alledge even the pietext of a complaint 
against their conduct, he has constantly acknowledged then 
justice, sincerity, and good faith, and has professed, in the 
most cordial terms, his desire to maintain and strengthen the 
foundations of harmony and concord with them 

In the midst of these amicable professions on the part of 
Tippoo Sultaun, and at the moment when the British Govern- 
ment had issued orders foi the confirmation of his claim to 
Wynaad, it was with astonishment and indignation that the 
allies discovered the engagements which he had contracted 
with the French nation, in direct violation of the treaty of 
Sermgapatam, as well as of his own most solemn and recent 
protestations of friendship towards the alhes 

Under the mask of these specious professions, and of a 
pretended veneration for the obligations of tieaty, Tippoo 
Sultaun despatched ambassadors to the Isle of Fiance, wlio^ 
in a peiiod of piofound peace in India, proposed and cou- 
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eluded) in Ins name, an offensive alliance with the French, 
foi the avowed pm pose of commencing a wai of aggies sion 
against the Company, and consequently against the Peishwa 
and the Nizam, the allies of the Company 

The ambassadois, in the name of Tippoo Sultaun, de- 
manded military succoms fiom the Fiench, and actually levied 
a militaiy force in the Isle of France, with the declared view 
of prosecuting the intended wai 

When the ambassadors returned, in a French ship of war, 
from the Isle of Fiance, Tippoo Sultaun suffered the mihtaiy 
force, which they had levied for the avowed puipose of 
making war upon the alhes, to land in his country , and finally, 
he admitted it into his army by these peisonal acts ratifying 
and confirming the pioceedings of his ambassadois 

This mihtaiy foice, however, was not sufficiently powerful 
to enable him immediately to attempt his declaied pm pose of 
attacking the Company’s possessions, but m the meanwhile 
he advanced his hostile preparations confoimably to Ins en- 
gagements with the Fiench, and he was leady to move his 
army into the Company’s teiiitoiies whenever he might obtain 
fiom Fiance the effectual succours which he had assiduously 
sohcited from that nation 

But the providence of God, and the victorious arms of the 
British nation, frustrated his vam hopes, and checked the i; 
presumptuous caieei of the Fiench in Egypt at the moment 
when he anxiously expected their aiiival on the coast of 
Malabar 

The British Government, the Nizam, and the Peishiya, 
had not omitted the necessaiy piecaution of assembhng their 
forces for the joint protection of then respective dominions. 
The strict principles of self-defence would have justified the 
alhes at that period of time m making an immediate attack 
upon the teiiitoiies of Tippoo Sultaun, but even the happy 
intelhgence of the glorious success of the British fleet at the 
mouth of the Nile did not abqte the anxious desire of the 
alhes to maintam the relations of amity and peace with Tippoo 
Sultaun, They attempted, by a moderate representation, to 
recall him to a sense of his obligations, and of the genmne 
pimciples of prudence and policy, and they employed every 
effort to open the channels of negotiation, and to facilitate 
the means of amicable accommodation With these salutary 
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views, the Goveinoi General, on the 8tli Novembei, 1798, in 
the name of the alhes, proposed to despatch an ambassadoi 
to Tippoo Sultaun, foi the puipose of renewing the bonds of 
fiiendship, and of concluding such an aiiangement as might 
affbid effectual secuiity against anyfutuieintenuption of the 
public tianqmlhty, and his Lordship lepeatedthe same pio- 
posal on the 10th Decembei, 1798 Tippoo Sultaun dechned, 
by various evasions and subterfuges, this fiiendly and mode- 
late advance on the pait of the allies, and he manifested an 
evident disposition to reject the means of pacific accommo- 
dation, by suddenly breaking up, in the month of Decembei, 
the confeiences which had commenced with lespect to the 
districts of Ameiah and Souleah, and by mteirupting the 
inteicouise between Ins subjects and those of the Company 
on their respective fiontieis. On the 9th Januaiy, 1799, the 
Goveinoi Geneial bemgai rived at Fort St Geoige (notwith- 
standing these discouragmg circumstances in the conduct of 
Tippoo Sultaun) lenewed with incieased earnestness, the 
expression of his Lordship’s anxious desire to despatch an 
ambassadoi to the Sultaun. 

The Govemoi General expiessly sohcited the Sultaun to 
return an answer witlun one day to this letter , and as it in- 
volved no proposition either injurious to the rights, dignity, oi 
honoui of the Sultaim, oi in any degree novel or complicated 
either in form or substance, it could not require a longer con- 
sideiation The Governor General waited with the utmost 
solicitude foi an answer to the reasonable and distinct pro- 
position contained in his letter of the 9th Januaiy, 1799, 
Tippoo Sultaun, however, who must have received tins letter 
before the 15th of Januaiy, lemamed silent, although the 
Governor General had plainly apprized that prince, that dan- 
gerous consequences would result from delay In the mean- 
while the season for military operations had already advanced 
to so late a period, as to render a speedy decision indispensa- 
ble to the security of the alhes. Under these circumstances, 
on the Sid of February (eight days having elapsed from the 
period when an answer might have been received from Serin- 
gapatam to the Governor General’s letter of the 9th January) 
his Loidship declaied to the alhes, that the necessaiy mea- 
sures must now be adopted, without delay, for securing such 
advantages as should place the common safety of the allies 
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beyond the reach of the insmceiity of Tippoo Sultaun, and 
of the violence of the French With this view, the Governor 
General, on the 3id of Febiuaiy, issued oideis to the Biitisb 
armies to maich, and signified to the commandei of Ills Ma- 
jesty’s squadron, that the obstinate silence of the Sultaun 
must be consideied as a lejection of the pioposed amicable 
negotiation 

At length, on the 13th of February, a letter ftom Tippoo 
Sultaun reached the Governoi General, in which the Sultaun 
signifies to his Lordship, “ that being frequently disposed to 
make excuisions and hunt, he was accordingly proceeding 
upon a hunting excursion,” addmg, “ that the Governor Ge- 
neral would be pleased to despatch Major Doveton to him, 
unattended or ahghtly attended ” 

The allies will not dwell on the peculiar phrases of tins 
lettei , but it must be evident to all the states of India, that 
the answer of the Sultaun has been deferred to this late pe- 
riod of the season, with no other view than to preclude the 
allies, by insidious delays, from the benefit of those advan- 
tages which their combined military operations would enable 
them to secuie On those advantages alone (under the re- 
cent expeiience of Tippoo Sultaun’s violation of the treaty 
of Seiingapatain, and under the peculiar circumstances of 
that prince’s offensive alliance with the French) can the allies 
now venture to rely for the faithful execution of any treaty 
of peace concluded with Tippoo Sultaun. 

The allies cannot suffer Tippoo Sultaun to profit by his 
own studied and systematic delay, nor to impede such a dis- 
position of then military and naval force, as shall appear best 
calculated to give effect to then just views 

Bound by the sacied obligations of pubhc faith, professing 
the most amicable disposition, and undisturbed m the posses- 
sion of those dominions secured to him by tieaty, Tippoo 
Sultaun wantonly violated the relations of amity and peace, 
and compelled the allies to aim in defence of then rights, 
their happiness, and then honour 

For a peiiod of three months, he obstinately rejected every 
pacific overture, in the hourly expectation of receivmg that 
succour which he has eagerly sohcited foi the prosecution of 
his favourite pui poses of ambition and revenge Disappoint- 
ed in his hopes of immediate vengeance and conquest, he now 
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lesoits to subterfuge and piociastination, and, by a taidy, 
reluctant, and insidious acquiescence in a pioposition which 
he had so long and repeatedly declmed, he endeavours to 
frustrate the precautions of the allies, and to protract eveiy 
effectual operation, until some change of ciicumstances and 
of season shall revive his expectations of distuibing the 
tianquilhty of India, by favouimg the uruption of a French 
army 

The allies aie equally prepared to lepel his violence, and 
to counteract his ai tifices and delays 

The allies are, therefore, resolved to place then army m 
such a position as shall affbid adequate piotection against 
any artifice oi insmceiity, and shall pieclude the retuin of 
that dangei which has so lately menaced then possessions 
The allies, howevei, retaining an anxious desire to effect an 
adjustment with Tippoo Sultaun, Lieutenant General Hams, 
Commander-in-Chief of his Majesty’s and the Honourable 
Company’s forces on the coast of Coiomandel and Malabai, 
is authoiized to leceive any embassy which Tippoo Sultaun 
may despatch to the head quarters of the British army, and 
to conceit a tieaty on such conditions as appear to the allies 
to be mdispensably necessaiy foi the establishment of a secure 
and peimanent peace. 

Dated Fort St. George, 22nd February, 1799, by order of 
the Right Honouiable the Goveinoi General in Council, 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstonb, Jos, WebBE, 

Persian Translator to Govt 
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From the Right Hon the Goeeinoi -Genet al to Tippoo Sultaun 

Fort St George, 22d Feb 1799 

I had the honour, on the 13th instant, to receive your 
letter,* acknowledging your receipt of my two letters of the 
9th and 16th January,f informing me of youi intention to 
proceed on a hunting excursion, and desning me to despatch 
Major Doveton unattended to you. 


See p 4,33 


t See p 394—413 
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I lament most smceiely that the fiiendly intimation con- 
tained in my lettei of the 9th Januaiy,"* legaiding the dangers 
of delay, pioduced no effect on your discerning mind, and 
that you deferred your leply to that letter to so late a peiiod 
in the season Your long silence on this impoitant and press- 
ing occasion, compelled me to adopt the resolution of oidei- 
ing the British foices to advance in conceit with the aimies 
of the allied poweis You aie not ignoiant that the peiiod 
of the season lendeied the advance of the aimy absolutely 
necessary to the common security of the allies This move- 
ment of the army is to he imputed entnely to youi repeated 
rejection of my amicable proposal of sending an ambassadoi 
to youi presence 

Under the piesent circumstances, to send Major Doveton 
to you, could not be attended with those advantages which 
would have resulted fiom his mission at a proper season 

The allies, howevei, retaining an anxious desire to effect 
an adjustment with you, Lieutenant General Harris, com- 
mander of the British troops, has been empowered to receive 
any embassy which you shall despatch to him Lieutenant 
General Hams will also authorize such persons as he may 
think proper, to conceit, in communication with your ambas- 
sadois, a new treaty of friendship with your Highness, founded 
on such conditions as appear to the allies to be indispensably 
necessary to the establishment of a secure and permanent 
peace. 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian translator to Govt 


No CXLII 
(Secret ) 

The Eml of Mo) ntnglon to Litut -Genet ul Hama, Commandei -tn-Chwf 
Siu, Fort St Gem'ge, 22nd Feb 1799 

In ray lettei of the 3id of February, j- 1 apprised you, that 
I should m due time inform you of the manner in which I 
Wished you to receive such oveitUies, as might be made to 
you by any of the inhabitants of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions 


t See p. 426 
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desuous of thi owing off the authoiity of that Piince, and 
that I should also send you such furthei instiuctionsj as 
might appeal to me to he necessary foi youi diiection previ- 
ously to your enhance mto the teiiitoiy of Mysoie 
With regal d to the fiist of those objects, the enclosed m- 
stiuctions of this date,* duect you to foim a commission foi 
the special purpose of assisting you m the conduct of such 
negotiations as may eventually be opened with any descrip- 
tion of Tippoo’s subjects 

As the inteicourse between youi aimy and the Piesidency 
must become liable to inteiiuption aftei you shall have passed 
the fiontieis of Mysoie, I shall now furnish you with such in- 
structions as appeal to me to be necessary for your dnection, 
not only previous to youi entrance into the domimons of the 
Sultaiin, but dm mg your progres towaids his capital, and 
aftei you shall have commenced the seige of that city. 

The enclosuie No 2,f contains a copy of a letter received 
by me from Tippoo Sultaun, on the 13th of February, the 
original of my answer to which, is contained in a sealed 
packet made up for despatch to the Sultaun, and formmg 
No 3 No 4,J contains a copy of that answer foi your in- 
formation No 5,§ contains copies in English, Peisian, and 
Malabai, of the declaiation of the alhes, with respect to the 
causes of their present measures 
When you shall arrive within one day’s march of the point 
by which you propose to entei Mysore, you will transmit the 
original letter addressed to the Sultaun contamed m the 
sealed packet No 3, to Major Doveton, with duections to 
forward it to Tippoo Sultaun 

You will not delay the march of youi army one hour after 
the receipt of this despatch, and yon will proceed to entei 
the territory of Mysoie, and to advance towaids Seringapa- 
tam with the utmost possible degree of expedition 

On passing the frontiers, you will circulate among Tippoo’s 
subjects as many copies as possible of the declaration of the 
allies , and you will issue a proclamation m your own name 
promising protection to the persons and properties of all such 
subjects of the Sultaun as shall, on just and reasonable terms, 


•Seepage 442 t See pa^e,433 J See page 453 

§ See page 448 



456 THE EARL OP MORNINGTON, TO Fcb* 

assist the army in its inarch by suppbes of cattle, giain, 
forage, and provisions of any description , and further assur- 
ing the inhabitants of Mysoie in general, that no person shall 
be molested excepting such as shall appear in arms, or shall 
impede the march of the aimy by the lemoval of those sup- 
plies (the produce of the country) which may be useful to its 
progress oi subsistence. The advance of the army is not, 
however, to be in the least, letarded foi the purpose of pie- 
parmg and issumg these proclamations 

In the course of your advance through Tippoo’s terntories 
you will employ, and also engage Meei Allum to employ, 
eveiy means to concihate the subjects of the Sultaun, as well 
by the conduct of the company’s and the Nizam’s foices, as 
by pubhshing fiom time to time such assuxances as shall ap- 
peal best adapted to the occasion 

You will order Lieutenant Colonel Browne, oi the officer 
in command of the Southein division of the aimy, to com- 
mence his operations at such time, and to direct them to such 
points of attack on the possessions of the enemy, as you 
shall judge most advisable 

If Tippoo Sultaun, availing himself of the channel of nego- 
tiation still left open by my letter No 3, either previously to 
your arrival at Seimgapatam, or previously to your having 
taken a position for the siege of that capital, should signify to 
you a desiie to send an embassy to you, I authorize you to 
receive any such embassy, exercising your discretion with 
regard to the particular time and place of receivmg it, But 
at whatevei period you may judge proper to comply with the 
proposal in question, I most earnestly and pai ticulaily recom- 
mend to you to observe with the utmost care, aU those measures 
of precaution and vigilance, which the artful and treacherous 
character of the enemy renders peculiarly necessary on such 
an occasion It must never be forgotten, that he may possi- 
bly despatch ambassadors to you with the sole view of ob- 
tammg mtelligence of your designs, or of tampering with 
some of the Sirdars of the allies Under this constant im- 
pression, you will be particularly careful not to halt for an 
hour nor to relax any operation, necessary with a view to the 
siege, on account of any overtures which you may receive 
from the Sultaun m any stage of your progress towards his 
capital 
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You will communicate this letter to the commissions s 
named in the instruction, and you will consult with them on 
all pomts relating to any negotiation with Tippoo Sultaun 

You may possibly think it unadvisahle to disclose to 
Tippoo Sultaim, the natuie and full extent of the demands 
of the allies, before you shall have effected a junction with 
the aimy of Bombay, or before you shall have taken youi 
position for the siege of Seimgapatam, and shall have been 
satisfied that all youi piepaiations foi that puipose aie com- 
plete But aftei having attamed such a position you will 
without delay (and before you open your batteries, oi thiow 
shells into the town) communicate to Tippoo Sultaun, eithei 
through the channel of any embassy which you may have ad- 
mitted from him, 01 by a flag of tiuce, the demands of the 
alhes, comprized in the draft of prehminaiy aiticles making 
the inclosuie marked A * The blanks of those piehmmaiy 
articles you will previously fill up, according to youi mfoim- 
ation and judgement, with the assistance of the commissioners 
appointed to aid you in all matters relating to negotiation, 
either with the Sultaun, or with any of his subjects 

You wdl requiie the signatuie of the articles under Tippoo’s 
seal, and the delivery of the hostages specified in the 8th 
aiticle, withm 24 hours from the communication of the ar- 
ticles to the Sultaun, either by his embassadors, or by the 
flag of truce You will at the same fame signify to Tippoo 
Sultaun, that in the event of youi being compelled to open 
youi batteiies against his capital, you will not aftei waids de- 
sist for an instant from youi operations, on any condinons 
more favorable to him than those contained in the inclosure 
marked B , and accordmgly after having opened your bat- 
teiies against the place, you will not admit any embassadors 
from Tippoo, unless you shall know them to be charged with 
his formal assent to the articles contained in the inclosure B, 
and to bung with them to your camp, both the money le- 
quired under the draft of prehminary articles B, and the 
hostages required by the 8tli article of both diafts of prelimi- 
nary aiticles A and B 

Should Tippoo Sultaun agiee, either before oi after the 
commencement of youi attack, to the conditions respectively 
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to be pioijosed in eithei case, and should he dehver up the 
lequued hostages, you will immediately make the necessaiy 
dispositions with Geneial Stuait, foi taking possession of the 
ceded teiiitory on the coast of Malahai , you will also direct 
the Conimissioneis appointed to assist you in all matteis of 
negotiation, to airange and conclude with all piacticable 
despatch, m conceit with Meei Allum, with any Munster 
who shall have been empoweied by the Peishwa foi thatpui- 
pose, and with the embasiadois of Tippoo Sultaun, a defini- 
tive treaty of peace and fiiendship on the basis, and agree- 
ably to the conditions, of the preliminary articles which shall 
have been previously signed by the Sultaun 

The only difficulty which can occru m flaming the defini- 
tive tieaty, will consist m the adjustment and specification of 
the teiiitories to be ceded to the allies lespectively, accord- 
ing to the pieluninaiies, which may have been settled. It is 
impossible for me to give you any detailed instiuctions, with 
regard to the particular countries to be ceded to the Nizam 
and to the Peishwa, whose respective ministers must make 
their own selection under your control The territories to be 
ceded to the Company undei the draft of piehmmaiies 
marked A , are enumerated in that draft The additional 
cessions which would be demanded for the Company under 
the draft of piehmmaiies marked B , must be deterrmned 
with a view to the improvement of our southern frontier, ac- 
cordmg to the best opinions and information which you shall 
be able to obtain fiom the Commissioners, oi from other 
authorities in your army 

If no Mahiatta force shall have joined your array, previ- 
ously to the conclusion of the preliminary articles, you will 
still insist on the payment of the whole of the money stipu- 
lated to be paid by the 6th article, mto the hands of the 
alhed powers on the spot, who will be answerable, m that 
case, foi the due dehvery to the Peishwa of his third share 
of the sum paid into your hands If at the conclusion of the 
definitive tieaty, no Mahratta vakeels should be present, you 
aie to engage, in concert with Meer Allum, to piocure the 
Peishwa’s assent to the tieaty, before the expiration of three 
months , secmmg and reserving to the Peishwa, the same full 
and ample power of selecting the districts to be ceded to him 
confomably to the dth article of the proposed piehnunaiy 
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tieaty, as he could have exercised if he had been lepiesented 
duiing the negotiations by a legularly acciedited Ministei 

Although you should be in possession of the lequiied 
hostages, you -will not quit your position m the vicinity of 
Seimgapatam, until the aimy of Bombay shall have reached 
such a pomt on its leturn to the Malabai coast, as may place 
it beyond the effects of any tieachery, which might be at- 
tempted against it by Tippoo Sultaun With a view to this 
and othei advantages, you wdl leseive to youiself the hbeity 
of lemaming in the vicinity of Seimgapatam, until the allies 
shall have been actually put m possession of any thiee of the 
fortresses to be ceded to them, which they may lespectively 
select. 

I have now furnished you with mstiuctions foi your con- 
duct m the two cases of a negotiation, bemg opened with 
Tippoo Sultan, eithei pieviously, oi subsequently to the at- 
tack of Scrmgapatam 

The case of your bemg compelled to prosecute the siege 
of Seringapatam to the last extiemity, and of youi obtainmg 
possession of that city would open so extensive and compli- 
cated a change in the political state of India, as to require 
the most compiehensive system of new aiiangements At 
present it appeals to me to be sufficient to lecommend that 
m this event, you should adopt the necessaiy measures for 
effectually secuiing youi position in the city , foi suppoi ting 
those inhabitants of Mysoie, who may have placed themselves 
under the piotection of the alhes , and foi opening a safe and 
easy communication between youi army and both coasts 
In such a conjunctuie, particular opeiations must depend on 
the nature of the political and mihtaiy situation and stiength 
of the enemy, subsequently to the i eduction of his capital, 
and on a variety of other circumstances which it is impossi- 
ble to foresee. I rely on your discretion for acting under 
such cucumstances m the manner best calculated to maintain 
your advantages, until I shall be enabled to tiansmit specific 
mstiuctions foi youi diiection. 

Whethei in the last case supposed, the person of Tippoo 
Sultaun should fall into your hands oi not, you will neither 
open nor conclude any negotiation involving the final settle- 
ment of the countiy, either with that prince or with any other 
persons, imtil you shall have received special authoiity fiiom 
me foi that purpose 



460 the EUiL or mornington, to Feb, 

I have duectecl a copy to be sent to you of the diary of 
the pioceedmgs of the deputies, who conducted the negotia- 
tions at Seiingapatam in 1702, which I desue you will be 
pleased to deliver in charge to the Commission appointed in 
my sepal ate insti actions of this date This diary may even- 
tually affoid gieat assistance to the CommiSaioneis in the 
management of any negotiations which they may be required 
to conduct with Tippoo Sultaun 

I am, &c. 

Mornington. 


[The following aie the Enclosures referied to in the pieceding httei ] 
Draft of pi ehmmanj Articles —A 

Preliminary Articles for the re-establishment of the antient friendship, 
and for the adjustment of existmg diftciences, between the Honourable 
English Company, the Nawab Asoph Jab, Row Pundit Purdhaun, and 
Tippoo Sultaiin, settled by Lieut -Gencrdl George Harris, &t , in virtue 
of powers delegated to him by the Bight Honourable the Earl of Morn- 
ington, K P , Gorernoi General, hy Meer Allum, Bchadui, on the part 
of the Nawab Asoph Jah, by , on the part of the 

Peishwa , and by , on the part of Tippoo Sultaun 

Article 1st Tippoo Sultaun to receive and honourably entertain an 
ambassador from each of the allies as often and for as long a period oi 
tune as any of the said allies shall require , the allies, on their part, seve- 
rally consenting to receive and entertam in the same manner, and on the 
same terms, an ambassador from Tippoo Sultaun 

Artdcle 2nd Tippoo Sultaun to dismiss without delay from his sernce, 
and to remove from his dominions, not only all Frenchmen or natives of 
the Islands of Prance and Bourbon, or of any othei countries now sub- 
ject to France , but also all Europeans, natives, or subjects of countries 
now at war with Great Butam 

Article 3rd Tippoo Sultaun to i enounce all connection with the Fi eiich 
nation , and to engage that none of the subjects of that nation shall ever 
hereafter be entei tamed m his service, or be allowed to reside within his 
dominions 

Article 4th Tippoo Sul'-nun to cede to the Company in perpetuity the 
whole of the sea-coast of Malabar below the Ghauts, in his possession at 
the commencement of the present war that is to say, all the territory 
below the Ghauts, situated between the river Cavai (which forms the 
present boundary of the Company to the northward) and the Portuguese 
possessions on that coast * Tippoo is to cede m like manner to the 


» And including the district of Belguy on the coast of Malabar, unless 
Tippoo can clearly prove that this district is above the Ghauts 
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Company the district (including the fortress of Sacragerry) which is si- 
tuated between Paulgacherry and Pilney , and which comprehends Aai- 
malhe and other Talooks * He is likewise to cede in perpetuity to their 
Highnesses, the Nizam and the Peishwa respectively,t a terntory adjacent 
to their present respective boundaries, and agreeably to their selection, 
equal in net revenue to the districts to be ceded to the Company, and it 
18 hereby determined and agreed, with a view to the prevention of delays, 
that the several districts to be ceded by Tippoo Sultaun shall be taken at 
the valuation at which they were respectively rated in the accounts deli- 
vered in by his vakeels during the negotiation of the treaty of Sermgapa- 
tam in 1792 

Aiticle 6th Tippoo Sultaun to relinquish for ever all claim to the 
lately disputed distncts of Amera and Souleah, and Ersawaraseemv, to 
any part of the terntory possessed by the Rajah of Coorga, at the com- 
mencement of the war, to the whole of the Tambacherry Pass, and gene- 
rally to all places on the piesent holders of any of the allies which may 
at tins time be in dispute 

Article 6th One crore and a half of sicca rupees shall be paid by 
Tippoo Sultaun to the allies, agreeably to the following particulai s — 

1st Seventy-hve lacs shall be paid immediately in pagodas, or gold 
mohrs, or rupees of full weight and standard , or in gold or silvei bul- 
lion 

2nd Tlie remaining seventy-five lacs shall be paid within six months 
from the date of the pi esent treaty 

Ai tide 7th All prisoners in the hands of the several powers to be 
fairly and unequivocally released 

Article 8th Until the due performance of the articles of the present 
treaty, two of the three eldest sons of Tippoo Sultaun shall be delivered 
as hostages into the hands of Lieut -General Hams, and as a further 
secunty for Tippoo’s faithful execution of the same, the fortress oi for- 
tresses of X shall also be deliveied up to the Company On 

the arrival of the said sons of Tippoo Sultaun m camp, and on the pay- 


* Memoiandum — The object of this cession being to open a free and 
short communication between Paulgacheiry and Dindigid, the Com- 
raandei-m-Chief is referred to the proper officers for the necessary in- 
formation with 1 egard to the paiticulai Talooks which are to be demanded 
for this pui-pose, and, accordingly, this article will admit of variation, 
according to the judgment of the Commander-in-Chief and of the Com- 
missioners 

t That IS to say, to each of the other allies a territory equal to that 
ceded to the Company, so that the cession to the Company shall consti- 
tute one-thud part of the total cession to the three allied poweis 
X This blank to be filled up by the Coramander-in-Chief , but it is to 
be observed, that, it is not to be filled by the word (Seimgapatam ) 

N B The fortress oi fortresses here to be specified, are to be exclu- 
sive of those within the distncts to be ceded (see the conclusion of this 
article ) Gopaul Droog was m contemplation in this passage 
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inent of the fiist moiety agreed to be paid by the 6tb aiticle, a cessation 
of hostilities shall take place But the aimy of the allies shall not quit 
their position befoie Seimgapatam until the foitiess (oi fortresses) of 
before mentioned, shall be actually m the possession of the 
Company’s troops And whereas the territoiy to be ceded to the allies 
ivill contain several foits, it is hereby further agreed that of the said foits 
the allies shall be at liberty to require (if they judge proper) to be put in 
actual possession of any three of them wbieh they may think Jit to select, 
before Tippoo Sultaun shall be entitled to require the depaituie of the 
allied armies from the vicinity of Senngapatam. 

Article 9th When an agreement, contamingthe articles above wntten, 
shall arrive, bearing the seal and signature of Tippoo Sultaun, coiintei- 
agreements shall be sent to Tippoo Sultaun from the allies and after the 
cessation of hostilities, a definitive treaty of peipetual fnendship shall be 
settled and entered into by the several powers 


Meniotandmn 

In the event of no Mahratta force having joined the army at the time 
when preliminary articles shall be concluded, the Commandor-m-Chief, 
or Conimissiouers appointed to tieat with Tippoo Sultaun shall, notwith- 
standing, insist upon his paying the whole of the money stipulated to be 
paid by the Gtli article, into the hands of the allied powers on the spot, 
who win be answerable for the due delivery to the Peishwa of his share, 
namely, one-third of the whole stipulated sum If on concluding the 
definitive treaty, no Mahratta vakeels should be present, the other allies 
are to engage to procure the Peishwa’s assent to the treaty m the course 
of three months Securing and reserving to the Peishwa the same full 
and ample power of selecting the districts to be ceded conformably to the 
4th article of the preliminary treaty, as he would have exercised if he had 
authorized a minister on the spot to sign and execute foi him 

It IS probable that the teiritory to be ceded to the Nizam and Peishwa, 
under the 4th article of the preceding treaty, would consist of Gurram- 
conda, Gooty, Anagoondy, Roydroog, and Haipouelly (to be divided be- 
tween them 88 they may agree,) the forts of which it would be propel, in 
this case, to require the immediate surrender as additional securities be- 
fore the army should quit the vicimty of Senngapatam, would, perhaps, 
be Gooty to the Nizam, Roydroog to the Peishwa, and Shuddasoo Ghur 
(on the Malabar coast) to the Company But as it is proposed that a 
fortress of Tippoo’s, over and above those to be ceded (peiimps Gopaul- 
droog) shall be delivered into the tempoiary possession of the Company 
as an additional security for his faithful performance of the treaty, per- 
haps, instead of Shudashoo Ghur, the immediate delivei'y of Gurrum- 
conda to the Nizam, m addition to Gootv and Roydroog, would operate 
more effectually as a restraint upon the Sultaun, who would not venture 
to provoke a renewal of hostilities, after the allies were m possession of 
the four stiong holds which have been specified 
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Diafi B 

Article 1, 2, and 3, tlie same as m draft A 

Article 4 —One half of the dominions of which Tippoo Sultaun was in 
possession befoie the wai, to be ceded to the allies fiom the countries ad- 
jacent to their present lespective boundaries, and agreeably to their se- 
lection And It IS heieby a^ieed and determined noth a view to the pre- 
vention of delays, that the several districts to be ceded by Tippoo Sultaun, 
shall be taken at the valuation at which they were respectively rated in 
the accounts delivered in by his Vakeels, during the negotiation of the 
treaty of Seiingapatam in 1792 
Article 6, as in draft A 

Aiticle 6, two ciores of sicca iiipees shall be paid by Tippoo Sultaun 
to the allies, agreeably to the following pniticulais 

1st One croie shall be paid immediately in pagodas, or gold mohrs, oi 
lupees of full weight and standard, oi in gold oi silvci bulLon 
2nd The lemaining croie shall be paid within six months from the 
date of the present treaty 
Article 7. 8, and 9, as m diaft A 


Memorandum with a view to the case of Tippoo’ s being compelled to cede 
half op his present dominions to the allies, Fehumt/ 26th, 1799 
Tippoo stated his revenues to amount m 1792, to seventy lacs of kan- 
terai pagodas, oi two crores and ten lacs of lupecs The allies, howevei, 
having reason to believe this to be an under statement, insisted on adding 
nine lacs of pagodas to the amount, and, consequently, on dividing 79 
lacs, instead of 70 lacs of pagodas Hence the amount to be ceded, 
agieeably to thepiehmiuaiy treaty, was 394lacs Accordingly, the Com- 
pany leceived distiicts to the amount, accoidtng to Tippoo's own valuation 
of them, of 16,16,165 5i pagodas, the Nizam 13,16,666 6i pagodas, and 
the Peishwa 13,16,666 74 pagodas, making togethei 39,60,047 pagodas 
Consequently Tippoo possesses at present countiies yielding, accoidmg 
to his own account, coriected by the allies, 394 lacs of pagodas 
If, therefore, he should be again compelled to cede half of his domi- 
nions to the allies, the lattei would each be entitled to distiicts yielding 
6,68,3334 pagodas, making together 19,75,000 pagodas 

In this case, the Company’s thvision might be composed as follows 
Canara, oi the Malabat tenitory below the Ghauts, including Bilguy, 
say 3,20,000 , Coimbatooi 80,000 , Denmcai Kotah 36,000 , Dai apoor and 
Chucheigeeiy 64,000, Sattimungid 30,000, Chicltawir 27,000, Chun- 
cheiiy 27,000, Indoie 8,000, Eiioad 20,000, Gangum 20,000 j Caioor 
46,000, total 6,76,000 

It IS to be observed, that Canara is rated above at much more than it 
would appear to be rated at m Tippoo’s own statement of 1792, which is 
to be the basis of any new partition Howevei, as the districts of Bed- 
noie nhuh compose Canara, cannot at present be accurately distinguish- 
ed (two or thiee of the number being doubtful) the revenue has, for the 
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greater caution, been assumed at 3,20,000 pagodas, although the most 
that can be made out from Tippoo’s list is three lacs 
Possibly, some of the southern districts below the Ghauts may be 
omitted in the preceding enumeration On the whole, howevei , it is suf- 
ficiently clear from this abstract, that the cession to the Company of all 
the countries below the Ghauts on both coasts, would little exceed or 
fall short of their share of half the Sultaun’s remaining possessions If 
on strict examination it were found to exceed, an equivalent might be 
offered, or some adjustments of the difference be made with the allies 
The share of the Nizam might consist of Anagoondy 60,101 , Km nool 
tribute 66,666 6i , Goaty (as per memorandum at the end of this paper) 
2,08,200 3i, Gmrumconda 2,74,673 4i, Jungamcottah 13,000, Pimga- 
iwoi 16,000, total 6,37,641 4, or about 21,000 pagodas short of the 
Nizam’s share The deficiency might be made up fi om some of the Cotar 
districts, or withm a small sum, from the overplus of the cessions to the 
Company according to the preceding article 
The shale of the Peishwa might be composed of Bednore, above the 
Ghauts, or all the parts of Bednoie not ceded to the Company, say 3,64,466, 
Hmponelhj 1,10,030 8f, Roydioog 1,16,019 3f, total 6,89,516 2^, or 
about 69,000 pagodas short, which might be made up from the districts 
of Chittledroog 

It IS probable, however, that Bednore above the Ghauts may ])rove, on 
a stricter examination of Tippoo’s statement of 1 792, to be rateable at 
more than 3,64,666 pagodas For the whole 31 talooks of Bednore stand 
in his account at 6,84,466 pagodas , and, theiefoie, in proportion as the 
talooks below the Ghauts may fall short in valuation of the 3,20,000 
pagodas assumed, those above the Ghauts (proposed to be ceded to the 
Peishwa) ivill exceed the sum of 3,64,466 pagodas 
Theie would remain to Tippoo, under the foregoing arrangement, the 
greatest part (if not the whole) of Chittel Droog, Sara, Bangaloija, and 
other talooks of Senngapatam (enumerated in his list of antient posses, 
sions) which the alhes are entitled to consider as yielding a revenue of 
19,76,000 pagodas If they should not, m fact, be so valuable, (which, 
however, there is no reason to suppose) the Sultaun would only sulfei by 
his own deceit At all events, the allies will be entitled, injustice, (under 
the treaty now m contemplation) to select their moiety first , leaving the 
remaining half to the Sultaun and accordingly, this is a principle which 
ought to be carefully adhered to m the case supposed 


A more moderate arrangement than the preceding one would be, to 
take the Sultaun’s present dominions at 35 lacs of pagodas (instead of 
394 lacs) or half of what he himself stated the revenue to be in 1792, and 
to divide accordingly 

In this case the alhes would have to divide among them only 17,60,000 
pagodas, instead of 19,75,000 pagodas, and at this rate each would be 
entitled to a country of no moie than 6.83,3331 pagodas, instead of (as 
above) 6,68,333| pagodas 

Upon this principle. It is evident that we should be under the necessity 
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of leaving Tippoo in possession of a great part of the southern countiies 
below the Ghauts Our share might, nevertheless, be as follows 
CfeniMd las before), 3,20,000 j Goimbatom ,S0,0fM , Dmapoot and C7ittc- 
kergeeiy, C4,000, Eiroad, 20,000, Cangum, 20,000, Cm > ooi , 45,000 ; 
Denmcar Kotah, 35,000 Total, 5,84,000 
Or, pel haps, m pieference to some of these, 

F'enoatagheeiyootah and Punganmc above the Ghauts 
Hie Nizain’s share might, in the case now supposed, consist of 
GootV (aa befoie), 2,08,200 3l, Guuumtonda, i,^4,b^3 4i, Anagoon- 
dy, 60,101, Kmmoltnbutc, 66,666 6^ Total, 6,09,641 4 
The excess, oi 26,308 pagodas, might be made up to Tippoo from 
Guiiumconda or Gooty, accoidmg to the pleasuie of the Nizam oi of 
his Ministei 

The Peishwa’s share, on this pnneiple, might be, 

Bedmie (as befoie), 3,64,466, Umponelly, 1,10,030 8i, Roydioog, 
1,15,019 3J Total, 6,89,616 2, being an excess only of 6,200 pagodas, 
to be deducted horn some of the proposed cessions 
The foregoing divisions aie suggested only as outlines to be filled up 
and improved, upon stnctci enquiry and bettei information 


Gooty consisted of nineteen talooks, yielding 2,68,363 4i Deduct 
ceded in 1792 to the Ni/am, four talooks, 61,782 8^, to the Peishwa, 
one talook, 10,000, total, 61,782 8i. 1,96,570 6i Add those parts 

of Kooiffooi and Eummooi which remained with Tippoo at the peace, 
11,629 7i Remains to be ceded, 2,08,200 3i 


No CXLUI 

TTie Em I of Moi nmg ton to Lieut Genet al Hm i is 
Sir, Fort St George, 23rd Feb 1799 

If contiary to piesent appeal ances and to every leasona- 
ble expectation, any untoward event should occui, of a natin e 
to lender the i eduction of Seringapatam within this season 
evidently impracticable, I authorize you to recede from the 
demands contained in the draft A., (inclosed in my letter of 
the 22nd mstant,) in proportion to the impiobability of youi 
being able to accomplish the leduction of that place But 
whatever may be youi own sense of difficulties, it will be of 
the utmost impoi lance that you should not disclose it, and 
that you should still endeavour to excite the apprehensions 
of Tippoo foi the safety of his capital On those appi ehen- 
sions alone, can you depend foi obtaining any concessions 
whatever fi om him 


VOL I 
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Although I have judged it necessaiy to authoiize you to 
lecede, iindei ceitain eiicumstances, fiom the demands spe- 
cified m the diaft A befoie lefeiied to, you will lathei con- 
clude no tieaty with Tippoo Sultaun, than one which shall 
not put the Company in possession of the whole of the coast 
ofMalabai, and secuie, besides, some degree of indemnity 
foi the expenses of the wai In fiaining any treaty undei 
these unfavouiable eiicumstances, you will always be caieftil 
to understand that eveiy advantage, eithei of teriitory oi of 
money which may be stipulated, is to be equally divided 
among the allies in such a inannei, as they shall hereaftei 
adjust 

In the event of youi neither being able to reduce Seringa- 
patain this season, noi to obtain the diminished advantages 
herein stated, jou will dismiss the Bombay aimy with such 
reinfoi cement ns you may have the means of spaiing, and 
after having asceitamed its safe aiiival at the head of the 
Poodicheiiuin Ghaut, you will keep the field in the enemy’s 
countiy with the leraaurdei of youi force, in such mannei as 
shall appear most advisable, as well with a view to secure 
your own subsistance, as to lestiain Tippoo from any undei - 
taking against the Carnatic, until a favourable change of cir- 
cumstances shall enable you to i esiiine the siege ot that capi- 
tal with better hopes of success 

I am, &c 

Mounington 


No CXLIV 

T//f Eml oj Moimngton to the Peishiia 

Tort bt Geoige, 24tli Feb 1799 

I have legulaily communicated to youi Highness the pro- 
gress of my correspondence with Tippoo Sultaun, respecting 
his infiaction of the tieaty of Seringapatain , and I have had 
the satisfaction to find your Highness concurring in all the 
measuies ivhicli I have deemed it necessaiy to adopt, for the 
commop security of the Company and then allies It is a 
further satisfaction to me to reflect, that no endeavours have 
been omitted to recall the Sultaun to a sense of the obh- 
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gations of tieaty, and to elFect an amicable accommodation of 
the diffeieiices, which his ambition and insatiable levenge 
have pioduced between him and the allies 
It is a subject of extieme legiet, that these concihatoiy 
and friendly measuies have failed to pioduce a coiiespondent 
effect on his mind, and have lendeied it absolutely necessaiyj 
upon piinciples of self defence, to lesoit to aims Aftei the 
Sultaun’s lepeated rejection of the pioposition to send an 
Ambassadoi to his Couit, notwithstanding the warnings he 
leceived, his taidy and reluctant acquiescence, (intimated to 
me m a lettei received on the 13th instant, of which a copy 
will be communicated to youi Highness), so far fiom indicat- 
ing a spiiit of conciliation, can only be considered as an insi- 
dious attempt to protract the operations m the field, in the 
hope of prosecuting his hostile designs agamst the alhes with 
a better piospect of success I have, theiefoie, signified to 
the Sultaun, in my leply, of which a copy will also be sub- 
mitted to youi Highness by the Resident, that his compliance 
with the pioposal, at this piotiacted period, cannot produce 
any change in the determination of the allies to put their re- 
spective tioops m motion Deeming it advisable that the 
grounds of this deteimination should be publicly made 
known, I have drawn up a formal declaiation on the part of 
the Honorable Company and then alhes, setting forth the 
conduct of Tippoo Sultaun, and the nature of the various 
measuies which have been adopted by the allies to effect the 
accommodation they have so earnestly and so unremittingly 
sought I have foiwaided a copy of the declaration to the 
Resident foi your Highness’s perusal, I am fully convmced 
that yom Highness, sensible of the absolute necessity of the 
resolution therein expressed, will zealously exeit the full ex- 
tent of youi present means to cooperate with the Company 
and his Highness the Nizam, in the prosecution of the war 
with the common enemy 

I am persuaded that youi Highness will be perfectly satis- 
fied, that no oveituies towaids accommodation can now be 
leceived fiom Tippoo Sultaun with any degree of consist- 
ency , or any beneficial negociation be opened with him ex- 
ceptmg at the head of the armies, which are actually enter- 
ing ins countiy 

For this leason, yom Highness will no doubt perceive that 
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no advantage can possibly aiise fiom the piesence of any 
Vakeels from Tippoo Sultaun at youi Couit, on the con- 
tiary, it must be evident to you that your entertaining any 
Vakeels fiom that Piince, under the piesent circumstances, 
must pi me highly prejudicial to the allied inteiests, by in- 
spiiing Tippoo Sultaun with the hope of dividing the allies, 
and by disseminating general doubts of the sincerity of youi 
Highness’b attachment to the common cause 

I, therefoie, earnestly entreat youi Highness immediately 
to dismiss the Vakeels of Tippoo Sultaun now at youi Court, 
and I, with the same earnestness, exhort youi Highness not 
to leceive any other mission from that Piince duiing the wai 
If he should expiess any desire to open a negociation, I le- 
quest your Highness to lefei him to the lepiesentatives of 
the allies, accompanying then armies in the held Any ne- 
gociation carried on at a distance fiom the aimy would prove 
fruitless and indecisive 

If (which God avert and my fiiendly confidence will not 
anticipate) youi Highness should neglect my piesent earnest 
instances, and should either delay the dismission of the 
Vakeels of Tippoo Sultaun now at Poonali, oi heieaftei re- 
ceive others horn that Prince during the war, I chink it the 
duty of a friend and an ally to apprize your Highness, that 
I shall be under the necessity of considering such conduct to 
be a depaitiiie from the true spurt of the defensive engage- 
ments subsisting between your Highness, his Highness the 
Nizam, and the Honoiable Company And I know not the 
extent of the evils which may follow so unexpected a relaxa- 
tion of the bonds of friendship and alliance 

On the other hand, it is a pleasuie to me to believe, that 
youi Highness will discharge the duty of a faithful friend and 
cordial ally by instantly dismissing the vakeels, by refusing, 
during hostilities, to receive any others , and by zealously 
exerting the full extent of yom present means to cooperate 
with the Company and his Highness the Nizam, in the pro- 
secution of the war with the common enemy Under this ex- 
pectation, and in a fiim confidence that you wdl lemembei 
the ancient connection between the Company and youi family, 
as well as the proof which I have recently afPoided of my 
sincere desne to improve the relations of fiiendship with you, 
I assure your Highness that no negociations shall take place. 
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01 any agieement be concluded with the enemy in which youi 
inteiests shall not he, in all lespects, placed on the same 
giounds with those of the Company and of the Nizam. In 
the mean time, I shall he veiy happy to heai and to considei 
any paiticulai views which youi Highness may enteitam in 
the event of a negociation with the enemy, whether conveyed 
to me in waiting from yourself, or through the channel of 
Colonel Palmei 

I am, &c , 

Mornington. 


No CXLV 

The Earl oj Moimnglon to Lieutenant Geneial Stuart 
(Piivate ) 

Sir, Fort St Geoige, 24th Feb 179'^ 

I leaint, with gieat anxiety and uneasiness, the state of 
youi health as well on piivate as on pubhc giounds , and it 
was a considei able satisfaction to me to heai that you had 
aiiived on the coast of Malabai so much bettei, as to be able 
to undertake the fatigues of the appioaching campaign 
It IS unnecessary foi me to assuie you of my entiie confi- 
dence in your conduct of that pait of the piesent impoitant 
enteipiize committed to your chaige You aie alieady ap- 
prized of my sentiments with legaid to youi meiits, I have 
received gieat pleasure fiom the accounts of Geneid Hart- 
ley’s piepaiations foi youi reception, and of the state m 
which he has dehveied ovei the command to you An union 
of the talents and zeal of all depaitments of the service in 
India will enable me to avail myself of the advantages of the 
season, and to rendei the Sultaun a contemptible ally to the 
common enemy, long befoie eithei paity can hope to avail 
itself of the alliance lately foinied against the British power 
Thei e IS one point, howevei, which, although highly im- 
piobable, I wish to suggest to youi eaily consideiation If 
by any accident the Fiench should land a foice on the coast 
of Malabai duiing the siege of Seiingapatam, what would be 
the best arrangements foi checking then progress'* This 
subject deseives seiious consideration, and you should com- 
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mumcate yom opinions on it both to the Admiial and to Ge- 
neial Hairis, so that you may not he taken by sm prize 
Anothei point lequnes timely notice If the whole of the 
coast of Malabai should come into oui possession undei a 
new tieaty with the Sultaun, what would be the best distii- 
bution of foice, with a view to the disappointment of any 
attempt on the part of the Fiench to assist the Sultaun oi to 
dispossess us 

A thud question will be Peace being concluded with 
Tippoo, and the coast of Malabai in oui possession, can we 
affoid a foice to gaiiison Goa, and will the Poituguese ac- 
cept a gaiiison flora us^ Both of these points, as well as 
the fiist, should be consiileied with Geneial Hams 
I also wish, before you enter Mysoie, that you would en 
deavoui to concert with the Admiral any practicable means 
of employing his powerfiil squadron on the coast in conceit 
with oui remaining forces, or with any disaffected subjects of 
the Sultaun below the Ghauts 

Becommending these suggestions to your attention, and 
sincerely wishing that your zeal for the public service, and 
your ability to promote it, may not in any degree be counter- 
acted by the state of your health, I have the honoui to be, 
with great esteem and respect. Sir, your faithful servant, 
Mornington. 


No CXLVI 

Lieulenant Genu id Hauls to the Eail of Moinington 

Caulvcngeaa, 7 miles W of Tiipatoic, 25t]i Feb ]7‘)<) 
Mv DEAR Lord, 

Youi Lordship’s final instructions are received, and then 
veiy satisfactory contents perfectly understood 

I shall not attempt an elaborate letter of thanks foi them, 
or for all the noble and hbeial confidence and encouragement 
they contain, but I trust to that Providence on whom I de- 
pend, that your Lordship shall be paid by a thorough con- 
viction that every thing to the best of my abihties shall be 
tried to ensure that success which your Lordship’s exeitiona 
give so fail a prospect of, and allow me here to relieve youi 
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Loidslup’s mind fiom the feai that I shall permit myself to 
become a despondie'^ in the business, by the assuiance — that 
never in my life was I known to have the smallest tendency oi 
tuin that way — on the contiaiy, m some seveie tiials I have 
been most cheeiful in the support of otheis, and thank God 
have always found my spuits to rise in the houi of dangei. 
It is tiue I am anxious to examine the worst side of things, 
in Older to provide a substitute if possible, but when preven- 
tion is no longei in my powei, I trust you will hear that I 
make the best of eveiy thing, and meet with cheerfulness the 
accidents which must happen in oui peiegrinations. At pre- 
sent we are in a great way of supplies, and with Read and 
Macleod’s exertions, I have great hopes we shall escape simi- 
lar disti esses to those we experienced last wai 

You may depend there is no man in the army wishes the 
business over moie than myself, but no selfishness, oi, I trust, 
persuasion shall induce me to push the cattle beyond then 
powers, for that would be risking every thing On them we 
must depend for gettmg oui noble battering train along, and 
we will soon make up any time supposed lost in this way 
when once we begin the siege. 

Your Lordship’s last communications have been particu- 
larly grateful to me, and as you have taken care to secure me 
by every tie dear to man — ^by gratitude , by my own honour 
and conscience bemg pledged , and even by the Eastern po- 
licy of havingf my wife and children m your hands, I think 
you will not be deceived, that you may not is my earnest 
prayer ' and that your Lordship will believe me, 

My dear Lord, with great esteem. 

Your devoted and faithful Servant, 

George Harris 


* A " despondii” is an Hindostanee woid, which appears in the Re- 
venue transactions Loid M had applied it m a ludicious sense to those 
who “ desponded" of success in the wai 

t Mis Haina and the Geneial’s childien weie all left at Madras, undei 
the Goveinoi Geneial’s eaie 
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No CXLVir 

7 /it, Ami 0/ Moimngton to Lieutenant Qeneial Hat in 
(Seciet ) 

SiRj Foit St Gcoige, 25th Feb 1799 

The intelligence lately leceived fiom Seiingapatam lendeis 
it piobnble that Tippoo Sultaun will take the field immedi- 
ately at the head of the main body of his army 

He may, therefore, attempt eithei to obstruct youi piogiess 
towaids Seiingapatam by force, oi to negotiate with you, in- 
teiposing his aimy between yours and that city, and endeav- 
ouiing to protiact the negotiation with the same views which 
he has already manifested, of gaming time, until the sup- 
posed season for the siege shall have elapsed 

Although the geneial principles of my instructions of the 
22d instant would fuimsh a sufficiently distinct lule foi youi 
conduct in any of these cases, I think it may be satisfactory 
to you to leceive a moie paiticulai explanation of my senti- 
ments 

If the Sultaun should attempt to oppose yom piogiess by 
foice, no instruction can be necessary to induce you to le- 
peU It 

No attempt which, at any tune, oi from any position, he 
may make towards negotiation, must be suffered to letaid 
yom progress towards Seiingapatam , and if his army should 
occupy any position which shall appear suspicious, or embai- 
lassmg to your hne of march, you will attack hun if you 
should thmk it advisable, having fiist dismissed his vakeels, 
if they should be neai youi camp 

You aie invested with a discretional power of deciding the 
time when it may be expedient to admit any vakeel fiom the 
Sultaun In exeicising that discietion, the primary consi- 
derations must be the secuiity of yom army, and the success 
of the expedition If either of these considerations should 
at any time lendei it necessary to decline any overture fiom 
the Sultaun, you will take caie to apprize him that, at a 
propel season, you will be ready to listen to his proposals 
At whatever peiiod of yom march you may think fit to ad- 
mit an embassy fiom Tippoo Sultaun, you will undei stand it 
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to be my intention, appbcable to every possible case, that no 
tieaty, eitliei pieliminaiy oi definitive, should be concluded 
with him, until your aimy shall have effected a junction with 
that of Bombay, and shall be in a situation to commence the 
siege of his capital with a leasonable piospect of success 
If Tippoo Sultaun’s army should meet yours in the field, 
and the result shall he, as (undei providence) I tiiist it will, 
a signal victory to the British aims, you will not consent to 
negotiate, but you will continue to advance towaids Serm- 
gapatam The lesult of such an action might possibly be the 
immediate i eduction of that city In this case you will pro- 
ceed according to my former instiuctions, applicable to the 
case of a successful siege But if the fall of the city should 
not be the immediate consequence of the supposed victoiy in 
the field, you will piopose to Tippoo Sultaun, at whatever 
period of time you may deem most expedient, the pieliminaiy 
ai tides marked B, from which you will not depart 
If the person of the Sultaun should fall into youi hands 
after any action with his army, you will not on that account 
delay your raaich to his capital 
You will observe, from the whole tenor of my instructions, 
that it IS my decided opinion, that no tieaty can be safely 
concluded with Tippoo Sultaun until youi ai my shall either 
be in actual possession of his capital, or shall command the 
effectual means of secuimg its reduction 
I take this opportunity of suggesting to you the indispen- 
sable precaution of never admitting any vakeels from Tippoo 
Sultaun within the precincts of youi camp If any confer- 
ences shall become necessaiy, they must always be holden at 
such a distance fiom your lines as to preclude the possibility 
of any effect of the ti eacheiy of the enemy 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CXLVIII 

The Em I 0/ Mot rung ton to the Em I of Macai tney, Govet not of the Cape of 
Good Hope 

My Lord, Fmt St George, 26tli Feb 1799 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letters of the 11th and 18th of Septembei, and of 
the 18th of Octobei 
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The Sceptre, conveying the tianspoits from the Cape, ai- 
uved heie on the 7th of Januaiy, with the troops undei the 
command of Geneial Baud. Owing to the heavy sailing of 
two of the tianspoits, a consideiahle pait of the Scotch bri- 
gade did not aiiive until some days aftei the convoy. They 
leached this place in sufficient time, howevei, to join the 
gland aimy, and they now form a pait of General Hariis’s 
force m the field This seasonable leinforcement, the timely 
aiiival of which must be attiibuted to the alacrity and vigour 
of youi Loidship’s Government, has not only placed the 
safety of these possessions beyond the reach of all immediate 
danger from the enemy, but will, I trust, enable me to obtain 
effectual seciuity fiom him agamst any advantages which he 
might have expected to derive hereaftei from his alliance 
with the French 

I have sent the 84th to Bombay to reinforce that gam- 
son 

The reports of the state of the French army m Egypt since 
the victory of Bekir are so vague and contiadicfioiy, that it is 
difficult to diaw any certam conclusion from them It ap- 
pears, however, that the French army is not yet destroyed 
No authentic advices from the Red Sea have been received 
by me smce the 36th of August, and I am, therefore, ignorant 
whether Commodore Blankett has yet reached his station, 
but whatever may be the state of affairs in that quarter, the 
early measures which I adopted for the defence of India, 
added to your Lordship’s assistance, preclude all apprehen- 
sion of any mischief 

By this despatch I have transmitted to Mi Secretary Bar- 
nard an abstract of the state of pohtical affau’s m India, which 
will apprize yoiii Lordship of the circumstances of oui actual 
situation with respect to Tippoo Sultaun and the other coun- 
try powers 

In consequence of your Lordship’s recommendation, I have 
shewn every mark of civihty and attention to Captam Michell 
Although it was not in my power to comply with youi Lord- 
ship’s wishes, m his favoiii, by giving him a Company’s freight 
home I have been enabled to allow him to take in cargo, 
on private account, under certain regulations lately estabhsh- 
cd in Bengal , this indulgence will, I tiubt, secure him against 
any possibility of loss by his voyage fiom the Cape to this 
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lilace I have, at his paiticular request, peiraitted him to 
touch at the Cape 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Mornington 


No CXLIX 

The Ea)l of Mointn^ton to Colonel William Palmei 
(Piivate ) 

Sir, Foit bt Geoige, ftlaitli 3d, 1793 

I employ this piivate mode of communication foi the pui- 
pose of infoiming you of a cucumstance which has just now 
come to my knowledge 

An oiiginal letter fiom Ambajee Scindiah’s piincipal com- 
mandei in Hindostan has been found amongst the papeis of 
Viziei All, which were taken at the attack of Mahdoo Doss’s 
Garden, from which it appeals that a treaty has been secietly 
cpncluded by Ambajee, on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with Viziei All 

The agents which have negotiated this treaty, on the pait 
of Viziei All, are Hakeem Namdai Khan, and Kamgai Khan, 
and lolah Induman 

The tieaty itself is not in possession of Government, but 
froih the letter fiom Ambajee, and fiom the letters fiom Kam- 
gai Khan, Namdai Khan, and otliei papers belonging to 
Viziei All, there can be no doubt that the principal objects 
of this tieaty aie of the most hostile natme to the Company, 
and that they aie pioposed to be accomplished by placing 
Viziei Ah on the Musnud of Oude, by means of the assist- 
ance of Scindiah, and by the establishment of an union of 
interests between Scindiah and Viziei Ah 

You wdl he cautious not to disclose yoiii knowledge of this 
cucumstance to any person whatevei, but you will endeavom, 
consistently with this caution, to obtain eveiy infoimation 
which may tend to thiow hght on the motives and objects of 
this flagiant act of treachery on the part of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah , and you will keep a vigilant eye on all his proceed- 
ings, givmg the eaihest infoimation of them to me, to the 
Govemment of Foit William, and to the Resident at Hyder- 
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abad The papeis which have leached me fiom Calcutta do 
not enable me to asceitain the piecise time when the negotia- 
tion with Ambajee was i educed to the form of a treaty, hut it 
appeals that the negotiation commenced some months pievi- 
ous to Amhajee’s ai rival at the city of Miittia, foi the pui- 
pose of aiianging the affaiis of Scindiah in Ilindostan, and 
that it teiminated m a tieaty eitliei duiing the lesidence of 
Amhajee at the city of Muttia, oi shoitly aftei his depaituie 
fiom thence The consideiable foice now undei the com- 
mand of Sir James Craig, will remain assembled on the fion- 
tier of Oude, and 1 should hope that the knowledge of that 
cncumstance would pievent Scmdiah oi Ambajee fiom making 
any movements, of a hostile tendency, to the interests of the 
Company There is eveiy leason to suppose, by the last ac- 
counts fiom Oude, that the person of Vizier Ah will soon be 
appiehended, noi is theie the least giound foi entei taming 
any alaim with le&pect to the numbei oi chaiactei of his 
adhei ents 

The aimy, unclei the command of Geiieial Hams, will 
enter Mysore in the course of a few days, and the general 
appearance of ciicumstances m that quarter, affords me eveiy 
reason to hope that I shall soon be at libeity to take effectual 
measures for fiustiating the designs of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
It is possible, however, that, m the mteival the rashness and 
violence of his character may mipel him to make some attempt 
either agamst the Peishwa or the Nizam You will endeavour 
to give the earhest intimation of any symptom which you may 
be able to discover of such a disposition on his part 

On the flight of Viziei All fiom Benaies, I addressed let- 
ters to all the neighbouring poweis of Hmdostan, requiimg 
them respectively to deliver up to justice the peison of the 
assassm, m case it should fall mto then hands Amongst 
otheis, a letter was despatched to Amhajee, as the principal 
officer of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the spot I enclose a copy 
of my letter to Amhajee, which I desue you will communicate 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, together with my lequest, that he 
will despatch such oideis to Ambajee as shall promote the 
object of my letter to the latter I do not expect that this 
communication wdl lead to any disclosuie of Scmdiah’s leal 
sentiments with lespect to Viziei Ah, but it may be useful 
with a view to the effectual conceahnent of my knowledge of 
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Scindiah’s tieacheiy, and may tend to quiet his appiehen- 
sions, and to pi event his motions, until a favomable moment 
shall aiiive foi calling him to account In communicating 
the lettei in question to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, you will ex- 
piess my confident expectation, that Viziei Ah will be appie- 
hended and biought to justice befoie he can leacli the domi- 
nions of Scmdiah , and you will endeavoui to impress Dowlut 
Rao with a just idea of the insignificance and weakness of 
Viziei All, whose only claims to notice aie to be found in the 
atiocious depiavity of his disposition, and in the execiable 
enoimity of his ciimes 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CL 

The Em I of Mot mng ton to Captain Kxrkpattich 
(Piivate ) 

Sir, Fort St Geoige, March 3d, 1799 

I enclose for youi mfoimation a copy of my lettei of this 
date to the Resident at Poonah, and I lecomraend the im- 
pel tant intelligence which it contains to youi most seiious at- 
tention, relying on your disci etion foi an exact obseivance of 
the same seciecy which I have enjoined Colonel Palmei to 
obseive It does not appeal to me advisable, in the piesent 
moment, to hazaid the disclosuie of Scmdiah ’s views, m then 
full extent, to Azim ul Omia , but I think it would be highly 
necessaiy, in my name, to point that mmistei’s paiticular at- 
tention to the piobabihty of some attempt on the part of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah against the Nizam’s teriitoiies, dmmg 
the progiess of our operations against Seiingapatam With 
this view. It will be prudent to assemble whatever foi ce can 
be collected in his Highness’s dominions at the station which 
may be deemed best calculated for resisting any such attack, 
observing, as fai as may be practicable, the necessaiy cau- 
tion of conceahng the quaitei fiom which danger is appre- 
hended 

You have been already apprized of the embassy which I 
have despatched to the Rajah of Beiai The moment ap- 
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peais to appioach when the advantage to be cleiived fiom tin 
connection with the Couit of Nagpoie may become highl; 
impoitant in the scale of oui political lelations It would bi 
desiiable to cement this connection thiough the means of thi 
Coiiit ot Hydeiabad, and jieihaps, ultimately, to foim a de 
fensive alliance, of which Scmdiah as well as Tippoo shouh 
be the object To such an alliance (if it were possible tc 
anticipate any vicissitude of the iiiesolute and capiicious po 
hey of Baagy Rao) it might be supposed that he would i ea 
dily accede , the advantages of it to his powei and authoiitj 
bemg obvious and considerable , indeed it is difficult to foie- 
see any othei issue to the piesent distiactions of the Govern- 
raent of Poonah than the total luin of the Peishwa’s authoritj 
and power, oi the i eduction of Scindiah’s influence and foice 
and it is equally evident, that the Peishwa can nevei obtair 
the means of effecting such a i eduction without the assistance 
of the Nizam and of the Biitish foice Until the war with 
My SOI e shall be bi ought to a conclusion, it will not be piu- 
dent to undeitake any hostile operations against Scmdiah, 
and it must depend upon the natuie of his views, as well as 
of his means of carrying them into effect at the conclusion ol 
the wai with Mysore, whethei it may be necessary or e'^pe- 
dient to tuin our arms against him 
If he should pursue his piesent perfidious and unprincipled 
course, every consideration, both of justice and policy,' will 
require us to take the most effectual measures for the reduc- 
tion of his power, and as no improvement can reasonably be 
expected in the character of his policy, we must now lay the 
foundations of such a system as may enable us to defeat his 
unwaiiantable and destiuctive views I enclose a letter foi 
Ml Colebiooke, Resident at Nagpoie, which I have left open 
foi youi perusal, and of which a copy shall be sent to you by 
the fiist opportunity 

I am, &c 

Mornington, 
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No, CLI 

rhc Eml of Mojmnqton to H Colcbioohe, Esq liatdent with the Rajnh 
ofBeiai , Nagpoie 

[Unclosed in the Goieinoi Geneiap!. kttci to Captain Knlvpatiick of the 

SidMaich, 1799] 

Sm, 

With this lettei you will i eceive copies of my private des- 
patches of this date to the Residents at Poonali and Hyder- 
abad 

You will undei stand the injunctions of seciecy contained in 
those despatches to apply to yoiuself, as well as to those to 
whom they aie immediately addiessed 

My veibal instructions to you on youi depaituie fiom Foit 
William, pioceeded no fuithei than to diiect you to endeavoiu 
to asceitain and lepoit to me the chaiactei, disposition, views 
and inteiests of the Rajah of Beiar, the natuie and extent 
of his lesouices and militaiy force, and the best means of 
availing oui selves of his alliance, in the event of hostilities, 
either with Zemaim Shah oi Tippoo Sultaun. 

The local position of the Rajah’s tenitoiies appears to 
rendei him a pecnliaily seiviceable ally against Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, if the piogiess of that chief’s unjustifiable designs 
should induce a necessity of i educing his power in Hin- 
dostan 

The enclosed letters will affoid sufficient pi oof of the pio- 
babihty of such a contingency, against which eaily precau- 
tions must be taken. 

I, theiefoie, wish you to turn youi attention immediately to 
the consideiation of a tieaty of defensive alliance, against the 
detected projects of Scindiah, between the Rajah of Beiai, 
the Nizam, and the Company, with power to the Peishwa to 
accede to it whenever he shall think fit. 

The fundamental piinciple of the treaty should be a reci- 
piocal guarantee of the respective possessions of the con- 
tracting powers, including the lights of their allies. 

However evident the hostile designs of Scindiah may be, 
in the actual state of afiaiis, it is not piudent to propose to 
the Rajah of Beiar, oi even to the Peishwa or to the Nizam, 
a tieaty of defence nominally against Scindiah Even the 
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piehminaiy measuies foi asceitaining the disposition of the 
Rajah of Beiai on this subject, must be taken with the gieat- 
est caution The object of om apprehension should appeal 
to be Tippoo Sultdun , and although “ any other enemy of 
the conti acting poweis” may be named in general teims, no 
suggestion should yet be given by which the name of Scindiah 
could be biought into question The Rajah of Beiai, as an 
estate of the Mahiatta empiie, is a paity to our defensive en- 
gagements with the Peishwa against Tippoo Sultaun But 
these engagements do not pieclude a moie paiticular connec- 
tion, founded on the same basis, and diiected to the same 
geneial objects 

A tieaty might, theiefoie, be pioposed to the Rajah, the 
immediate and ostensible object of which should be to 
stiengthen and define his defensive engagements against 
Tippoo Sultaun, but the teims of which should be such as to 
admit the inseition of Scindiab’s name, if such a measuie 
should become necessaiy pieviously to the conclusion of the 
treaty 

With these suggestions in yom mind, I wish you to pro- 
ceed to collect such information as may be safely attainable 
concerning the degiee of assistance which we might expect 
from the Rajah of Berai in any contest with Scindiah , and I 
desue you also to commence the negotiation of a treaty 
grounded on the prmciples which I have stated 
take care not to encourage any sentiment in the mind of the 
Rajah incompatible with the feudatory duties which he owes 
to the Peishwa I have no reason to believe that he now en- 
tertains any sentiment of this nature, but I warn you agamst 
the possible effects of any such disposition 

You will omit no endeavour to facilitate the mteicourse be- 
tween Nagpoie and Hyderabad, and you will regularly trans- 
mit copies of all your despatches to me to the Resident at 
the Nizam’s Court, with whom if might also be desirable that 
you should open a private coiiespondence You will trans- 
mit to the Government at Fort William copies of all your 
despatches to me 

I am, &c. 

Mornington 
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No. CLII 
(Piivate ) 

Sii Aimed Clmhe to the Em I of Moimngton 
My Dear Lord, Fort William, March 6th, 1709 

Your lettei of the 19th last, reached me on the 3rd instant, 
and reheved my mmd extiemely by the mannei in which you 
mentioned the pi ogress of the army, and the extent of the 
provision that the supply ol treasure sent from hence afforded 
it , as I was veiy apprehensive lest the delay of its aiiival at 
Madras should have been attended with seiious inconveni- 
ence Cooke made a moie expeditious voyage fiom the 
moutli of the iivei than we expected, and he seems to have 
moved with redoubled alaciity in pursuit of the enemy you 
lieaid of, and that he aftei wards learnt was blocking up this 
poit, and capturing oui vessels at the Sand-heads, wheie he 
met with the formidable ship La Forte on the night of the 
28th, and took hei after an engagement of one houi and forty 
minutes The action was highly honorable to him, and the 
British navy , and in these points of view must be giatifymg 
to us all , but alas ' the melancholy cloud that is thrown ovei 
the blight piospect by the severe, if not moital wound that 
our tiuly gallant friend has received, and the loss of that 
worthy officei, Captain Davis, of your Loidship’s family who 
accompanied him, has cast a ciuel gloom on the spiiits of 
eveiy one, and grieved me to a degree that I cannot desciibe, 
but which I have reason to think youi own feelings will ena- 
ble you to estimate 

My dear Loid, with gieat tiuth and esteem, 

Youi most obedient. 

And most faithful humble servant, 

Alured Clarke 


* Captain Cooke, of his Majesty’s ship the Sybille, who was sent by the 
Governor General in piirsmt of the La Foote He was an officer of the 
highest merit , he died of the wounds received m this gallant action 
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No CLIII 
(Piivate.) 

Sii Aimed Claike to the Em I of Moinington 
My Dear Lord, Fort Wdliam, March Stli, 1799 

The vexatious conduct of the Burmahs on oui eastern 
fiontiei, wheie we weie so slendeily provided with tioops, 
and the check we met with on the attack of one of then 
posts, has given me some uneasmess. I, therefore, on find- 
ing the 76111 legiment could he left with us, deteimmed to 
send part of the 1st european regiment to Chittigong by sea, 
with a few pieces of heavier ordnance than was there before, 
in ordei to force their stockades, which were too strong for 
light aitillery, if that should become necessary, and to put 
the whole under the command of Major General Deaie , and 
arrangements weie making for it, but yesterday we received 
an account of the Burmahs having evacuated then works 
with an intention to quit oui territories, leaving letters, sealed 
up in bamboos, attached to poles bearing flags, directed for 
our Commanding ofiicer , copies of which with the rest of the 
correspondence shall be sent to you What then real inten- 
tions may be it is difficult to know, but these strange letters 
manifest a determination to persevere in the recovery of the 
Mugg refugees, who they say we protect, and withhold from 
them contrary to right and justice , and that there can he no 
peace between them and the Enghsh, while the Mtiggs and 
we are one I, therefore, still tlnnk it right to send the ad- 
ditional ordnance and stores, with a smaller detachment of 
Europeans than I at fiist intended, as they can easily be 
bi ought back if not wanted, and General Deaie wdl have 
01 del s to examine the country thoroughly, and report his 
opinions of the best posts, and fittest means to afford it pro- 
tection against the incursions of these people, by either land 
or water in future 

I am, with true i espect and esteem, 

My dear Lord, youi most obedient 

And most faithful humble servant, 

Alured Clarke. 
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Lieiit -General Stuait to the Eml of Moinington 
My Lord, Seedapoie, 8th March, J7‘?9 

I had the honoui to addiess youi Loidship on the 20th 
ultimo, and having marched from Cananoie on the following 
day, agreeably to my intimation of that date, I ai lived at the 
top of Poodiacheiiiin Ghaut, on the 25th of the same month 
I infoimed youi Loidship, that it was my intention to as- 
sume a defensive position close to the frontieis, and theie 
await, in confoimity to Geneial Haiiis’s instructions undei 
the 24th of December, his fuithei oideis 
In pursuance of this plan I moved the coips successively 
forwaid, and placed them in such situations, as might enable 
me the most promptly, to foim the proposed junction with 
the principal aimy. 

On the 2nd instant, the light brigade consisting of thiee 
native battalions undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Mon- 
tiesor, took up then ground at Seedaseie, the boundaiy of 
the Coorga countiy, and about seven mdes distant fioin Peiia- 
patam 

The mam body of the aimy, with the paik and provisions, 
remained at Seedapoie and Ahmootenaai , the liist eight 
miles and the lattei twelve, fiom the advanced position 
It may be necessary to infoim youi Lordship, that I was 
in some measuie compelled fiom the nature of the countiy, 
which IS eveiy where covered by thick jungle, to place the 
army in seveial divisions , but I had a foxthei view in occu- 
pying the post at Seedaseie, m oidei to pieserve a moie 
ready communication with General Hams, as this was the 
only spot Horn whence the signals established between the two 
armies could be observed Although I had no reason to ap- 
prehend any immediate attack, I thought it advisable to 
adopt the precaution of encamping the coips at such short 
distances, as would either enable me to move without much 
loss of time mto the enemy’s territory, or to support, if occa- 
sion should require it, any quarter that might stand m need 
of assistance 

In the course of the morning of the 5th, an extensive en- 
campment was unexpectedly obseived to be forming on this 
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Side of the fort of Peiiaputam This ciiciimstance was dis- 
coveied at 10 o’clock m the foienoon, as the enemy weie 
taking up then ground, by a paity of obseivation on the 
summit of the high hill of Seedaseie, which commands a 
view of the Mysoie almost to the envnons of Senngapatam 
Befoie the evening, this encampment assumed a veiy formi- 
dable appearance and coveied a gieat extent of giound 

We weie able to count fiom 3 to 400 tents, amongst the 
numbei some of laige dimensions weie distmguished, and 
paiticulaily one of a gieen coloui, that seemed to denote the 
presence of the Sultaun Howevei much the piobability of 
of this circumstance might be sti enghtened by the respecta- 
ble appearance of the encampment, it was contradicted by the 
evidence of two huicaiiahs, who had recently ariived fiom 
Senngapatam These men geneiully reported, that Tippoo 
had marched with all his foices on the 20th ultimo, to oppose 
the progress of the Madias aiiiiy, and that the Benky Nabob 
commanded the only foice m the field, that remained in the 
neighbourhood ol Senngapatam This force was represented 
to be encamped at Caneambaddy and to consist of 5000 
Piadas or irregulai infantry, who weie said to be intended as 
a covering party to 7000 Brinjaries, and diiected to bring as 
much piovisions, as they could collect about Peiiapatam to 
the capital 

In this state of uncertainty, I thought it prudent to rein- 
force Lieut -Colonel Montiesoi’s brigade with an additional 
battalion of Sepoys, and waited for moie correct intelligence, 
which I expected houily, to act with the whole of my foices 
as afiaiis might lendei necessary 

On the morning of the 6th, Majoi General Hartley went 
forward to lecomroitie, and at break of day fiom the hill of 
observation, the whole of the enemy’s army was discoveied to 
be m motion, but their movements weie so well concealed by 
the woodiness of the country and the haziness of the atmos- 
phere, that it was impossible to ascertain their object, nor m 
fact was this discovered, untd they had penetrated a consi- 
derable way in the jungle, and commenced an^ttack upon 
oui line, which happened between the hours of 9 and 10 

The enemy pieiced through the jungles with such surety 
and expedition, that they attacked the rear and the fiont of 
our line almost at the same instant This despatch prev ented 
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more than three of our coips being engaged, as the fouith, 
which was posted two miles and a half in the leai, was una- 
ble to foim a junction, from the enemy having cut in between 
them and Seedasere The communication was effectually 
ohstiucted by a column, which, accoiding to the reports of 
our piisoners, consisted of upwards of 5000 men undei the 
command of Baber Jung 

Fortunately hefoie the enemy had accomphshed then pui- 
pose, Majoi Geneial Haitley had time to appiise me of their 
attack, and remained himself to give any assistance that might 
he necessaiy The best position was assumed foi lepulsmg 
the enemy, and in this alaiming situation the coips defended 
themselves with so much lesolution, that the Sultaun’s troops 
weie unable to make any impiession The brigade was on 
every side completely suiiounded, and had to contend against 
a vast disparity of numbeis, besides other discouraging cn- 
cumstances. 

As soon as I received intelligence of the perilous situation 
of the right brigade, I marched to their assistance with the 
two flank companies of his Majesty’s 75th regiment and the 
whole of the 77th, I ainved about half past two in sight of 
the division of the enemy, who had penetrated into the real, 
and possessed themselves of the great road leading to Seeda- 
seie The engagement lasted nearly half an houi, when after 
a smart flie of musketry on both sides, the enemy were com- 
pletely routed, and fled with precipitation thi ough the jungles 
to regain then column, which still continued the attack in 
fi ont On arriving at Lieut -Colonel Montresoi’s post, I 
found his men exhausted with fatigue, and then ammunition 
almost expended At 20 minutes past 3 the enemy retreated 
in all directions 

For this decisive, and, I hope your Lordship will allow, 
brilliant success, considering the small number of tioops who 
engaged, undei veiy great disadvantages, probably the flower 
of Tippoo Sultaun’s army, I feel myself peculiarly indebted to 
the judicious disposition for defence made by General Hai t- 
ley He embraced the opportunity of observing the motions 
of the enemy fi om the hill, I have above mentioned, and was 
thus enabled to advise Lieut.-Colonel Montresor of the best 
method foi defeating them I beg leave also to inform yoiu 
Lordship, that my best thanks aie due to Lieut -Colonel 
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Montiesoi foi his veiy active exeitions, and to the officeia 
and men, including the aitilleiy of his brigade, foi their gal- 
lant and steady hehavioui thioughout the whole of this aidu- 
oua affdii Lieut -Colonel Dunlop and the Euiopean divi- 
sion undei his command, aie likewise entitled to my paiticu- 
lai appiobation foi then spirited conduct, which finally routed 
the enemy 

Oui loss on this occasion is far less than could reasonably 
have been expected, and I have the honour to enclose foi 
yom Loidship’s infoimation a return of this circumstance 

It was impossible to asceitain the exact loss sustained by 
the enemy , but it must have been heavy, as in the course of 
so long an action they weie often exposed in ciowds to the 
file of giape shot and vollies of musquetiy Seveial men of 
distinction weie killed, and some wounded officeis have been 
made piisoiiers I have the honoui to enclose the infoima- 
tion of Mozdin Khan Bliiikhshy and the Commahdei of a 
Kutchery, the piisonei of gieatest lank, who has fallen 
wounded into oiii hands, but concuiimg lepoits state that 
Meer Ghofai is amongst the slam 

As the aiiival of Geneial Hams at Seiingapatam will not 
happen at so eaily a peiiod, as he first intended, the imme- 
diate possession of the post of Seedasere was no longei an 
object of such consequence, and to retain it, while Tippoo 
continued in foice at Peiiapatam, became an affair of serious 
difficulty The seciesy and expedition, with which he had 
planned his late enteipiise, and the collect intelhgence, that 
the leadeis of his columns appealed to have obtained of the 
piivate loutes thiough the Coorga jungles, led to an opinion, 
that he would not lemam satisfied with this aboitive attempt, 
hut might endeavoui to penetrate by another duection to the 
southwaid, still more open than the passage of Seedaseie, 
wheie he would only be opposed by Cooigs This consider- 
ation derived a gieatei weight, as if he succeeded m forcing 
this entrance, it would tlnow him into oui rear and put him 
in all probability m possession of the great depot of rice col- 
lected by the Coorga Rajah These motives have induced 
me to relinquish the post at Seedaseie, and to coUect the 
whole of my force at this place, I have accordingly made a 
disposition, either to defend my position against the Sultaun, 
if he should again adventure to attack it, or to move in de- 
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fence of any pait of the Cooiga Rajah’s teriitoiies that the 
enemy may threatenj piovicled it shall endangei oui magazine 
of pro\isions , otheiwise I shall lemain on the defensive, untd 
I receive advice fiom Geneial Hairis 

Since the action of the 6th, the enemy have continued in 
then camp at Peiiapatam, noi have I any intelligence either of 
the Sultaun’s designs, oi of the motives, that induced him to 
undertake his present entei prise It is not likely that he will 
remain longei in this neighbourhood, than after he receives 
intelligence of General Harris having entered the Mysore 
As my commumcation with General Hams is become inse- 
sure, I must take the hbeity of requesting youi Loidship to 
inform him of such part of these particulars as may appear to 
you necessary 

I have the honour to subscribe myself most lespectfully. 
My Lord, your Lordship’s 

Most obedient humble servant 

J Stuart 

PS By some prisoners, who have been just now brought 
m by the Cooiga Rajah’s people I am informed, that the loss 
of the enemy was very great, and that many men of the first 
distinction fell They mention Seyed or Meei Ghofai and 
the Bulky Nabob, who led the center attack among the 
killed It IS added, however, that the Sultaun is collecting 
more forces, and is determined to make a second attack 


No CLV 

(Private and Secret) 

Tile Em I of Mot nmgton to Lient -Geneial Sti Mated Claihe 
My Dear Sir, Foit St George, 8tli Match, 1799 

1 A letter received to day from Mr Barlow, enclosing an 
extract of news from Ambajee’s camp, of the 4th and 5th of 
February, appears to require that I should furnish you with 
a particular statement of my sentiments, with regard to the 
distribution and conduct of our military force on the north 
western fiontiei of Oude 

2 In every private lettei which I have written to you smce 
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the retreat of Zemaun Shah appeared probable, I have uni- 
formly desired that a respectable force should be maintained 
on that frontier, with a view to check the possible designs of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiali 

3 I am persuaded, theiefoie, that notwithstanding the se- 
paration of Sir James Craig’s army, you have still left a con- 
siderable body of troops iii the vicinity of those districts, 
which would probably become the theatre of wai m the event 
of hostdities with Scmdiah, or with those who command his 
army m Hindustan 

4 The papeis found in Viziei Ah’s house after his flight, 
leave no doubt that Ambajee has concluded a treaty with 
Vizier All of a tendency evidently hostile to the Nabob 
Vizier, and to the Company, and Scmdiah must be respon- 
sible for the acts of Ambajee, who is his avowed Lieutenant, 
and who lefeis dnectly to Ins authority m the papers relating 
to the treaty with Viziei Ah 

5 It IS unfortunate and unaccountable, that the Magistrate 
of Benaies, should not have forwarded to Calcutta at a much 
earlier period the papeis i elating to this tieaty, nearly a 
month has been lost by this strange and censurable delay 
Had any success attended Viziei Ah’s efforts m Goiiuck- 
pore, this delay might have been of fatal consequence One 
evil has aheady arisen from it, which however I trust may 
soon be remedied, I mean the dispersion of Su James Craig’s 
ai my , a measure which would not have been recommended 
by me nor adopted by you, if we had been m possession of 
the papeis of Viziei Ah 

6 My wish IS, that you should without delay leassemble in 
Oude, such a force as you may deem adequate to the object 
of checking not only the army now under the Command of 
Ambajee, but eventually the whole of Scindiah’s force, if that 
Chief should letuiri into Hindostan V^ou will also keep in 
view, the piobability of eaily offensive operations against the 
dominions of Scmdiah 

'7 The reassembling of the army may possibly alaim Am- 
bajee and Scmdiah, and an explanation may be demanded of 
the motives of such a step. You will ascribe it to the escape 
of Vizier Ah fiom Benares, to the probability of his attempt- 
ing to join Zemaun Shah, and to the consequences which that 
event might pioduce. 
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8 The foice being assembled, which you may deem neces- 
sary for the accomplishment of the stated objects, you will 
regulate its operations according to the followmg sugges- 
tions 

9 If Ambajee oi Scmdiah, oi any part of the foices of 
eithei, should commence actual hostihties against the Com- 
pany 01 the Nabob Viziei, or should make any movement 
evidently of an hostile nature against the possessions of either, 
you will of course lepel the aggression, and you will fuither 
take such steps as may appear most likely to distress the 
enemy, Imnting, however, the operations of the army to the 
countries situated within the Dooab, with the exception of 
the City of Agia which you will seize, if it should appear ad- 
visable to possess it 

10 If hostilities should commence m the manner supposed 
m the pieceding paragraphs, you will use every endeavour to 
excite the Rajpoots and other tiibutaiies against Scindiah, 
and to mduce the Rajahs of Jynagur and Jodopoie to enter 
zealously into the wai , you will at the same time take the 
propel steps for supporting and encouraging the exeitions of 
the paitizans of the Bhyes and Lukwaje Dada, together with 
all pel sons m the family oi seivice of Scindiah, who may be 
disaffected to his Govci nment 

11 By remaming within the Dooab, (under the exception 
stated, with respect to the cityofAgia,) you will affoid more 
effectual piotection to the possessions of the Viziei and of 
the Company than you could expect to furnish, if your army 
were to advance further into the hereditary dominions of 
Scmdiah, wheie, as well as m Ins possessions between the 
Chumbul and the Jumna, he will be sufficiently distressed by 
the operations of the Rajpoots and of other internal, and do- 
mestic enemies 

12 Unless the possession of Delhi should be deemed ab- 
solutely essential from military considerations, the operations 
of our army should not be directed against that city What- 
e\er advantages might be expected in any collateral view 
fiom that possession, the pohtical embarrassments which 
must be the immediate consequence of its falhng into oui 
hands are so numerous and inextricable, as to rendei me pe- 
cuhaily anxious to avoid the possibility of such an event 

13 The movement of Arabajee into Scmdiah's possessions 
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in the Dooab, would become suspicious in pi oportion to the 
magnitude of the foice employed m a position so favorable to 
the invasion of Oude And if the ivhole oi the gieatei pait 
of the aimy of Ambajee should pass the Jumna, with what- 
ever motive, no doubt will aiise in my mind, that, with the 
knowledge which we possess of the engagements existing 
between Ambajee and Vizier All, the justice of om attacking 
the formei undei such circumstances would be incontioveiti- 
ble , I am equally satisfied of the policy of i educing the powei 
of Scmdiah, whenever the oppoitumty shall appeal advan- 
tageous But while Scindiah shall lemain in the Deccan, 
and vhile om aimies shall be engaged m wai with Tippoo 
Sultaun, Scmdiah will possess consideiable means of embai- 
lassing us in that quarter, foi this leason it is extremely de- 
snable to avoid hostihties with him until eithei his leturn to 
Hindostan, oi a peace with Tippoo Sultaun shall place oui 
affaus in a condition, which may enable us to punish the 
treachery of Scmdiah with more elFect I consider the junc- 
tion of Scindiah’s army with that of Ambajee, even if then 
combined object should evidently be the attack of Oude, as 
an event much less formidable to us in the present moment, 
than the consequences to be apprehended from the opeiations 
of Scuidiah’s aimy alone, either at Poonah, m the dominions 
of the Nizam, or m Mysoie Notwithstandmg, theiefoie, 
the just suspicions which would arise from the ariival in the 
Dooab of the whole oi of the greater part of Ambajee’s 
force, hostilities must not be consideied as the necessary con- 
sequence of such a movement 

14 If, howevei, that movement should be evidently con- 
nected with a design of mvadmg the possessions of the Na- 
bob Viziei, and of the Company, and if the success of such 
a movement would essentially facihtate the prosecution of 
that design, self defence must reqmre you to anticipate the 
projects of the enemy by the seasonable commencement of 
hostilities 

15 But you will never foiget, that eveiy consideration of 
pohcy should mduce us to abstain from hostihties with Scm- 
diah in the piesent moment, and you wdl accordingly give 
the strongest caution to the ofilcei who shall command the 
army to be assembled m Oude, not to proceed to extremity 
unless the safety of our possessions, oi of those of the Viziei 
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should absolutely demand the attack of Ambajee’s army If 
Vizier Ah should effect his escape and should be leceived by 
Ambajee, previously to the aiiival of the latter in the Dooab, 
you will demand the dehvery of Viziei All’s person according 
to the established piactice of all civilized nations, which 
authoiizes the demand of the persons of assassins and lob- 
beis flymg from justice The refusal of Ambajee is not in 
this case, howevei, to be deemed a sufficient ground of hosti- 
lity But if Ambajee shall airive mthe Dooab with the whole 
01 with the gieatei part of his army, if Viziei Ah in that po- 
sition should accompany Amhajee’s forces, and Ambajee 
under such cii cumstances shall refuse to deliver him up to the 
Company’s Government, I authorize you to commence hosti- 
hties against Ambajee In any case in winch hostihties shall 
be commenced you will undei stand it to be my wish, that they 
should be prosecuted according to the principles stated in 
paragraphs 9, 10, 11, 12, of this letter 

16 If Scindiah should leturn to Ilindostan ffom the 
Deccan, and on any pretence should enter the Dooab with his 
whole army, oi with a considerable pait of it, such a step 
would be so evident a proof of his design to fulfil his engage- 
ments with Viziei Ah, that I have no hesitation in authoiizmg 
you in this case to commence hostihties without delay. 

I am, &c &c , 

Mornington 


No CLVI 

LidUt -Colonel Read to the Earl of Moimngton 
My Lord, Camp near Ryakota, 12tli Maich, 1799 

I have particular satisfaction m acquaintmg youi Lordship, 
that I have just returned fiom the army, aftei having dehver- 
ed over 25,000 loads of different articles of supply m safety, 
which upon a calculation delivered into Geneial Hams, ap- 
pears to be a month’s provision for 30,000 fighting men and 
40,000 followers 

My Loid, your Lordship’s, 

Most obedient humble servant, 
Alexander Read 
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No. CLVII 

Fiom the Governor Genual to Havjee KhuUeel 

Foit St George, ISthMaich, 1799 

I have been mfoimed, by the honoiable Mr Duncan, of 
the zeal you have manifested in piomoting the success of the 
concerns enti listed toMehedy Ah Khaun, which has affoided 
me great pleasure and satisfaction I entertain a high sense 
of these youi laudable endeavouis, and, consideiing you aS a 
smcere fiiend and well wishei of the Enghsh, I look with 
confidence to expeiience, stiU fuithei, the benefits of this 
good disposition in the continuance of your labouis and ex- 
ertions. May the Almighty daily add to the number and ce- 
lebrity of your good qualities I beg you to considei me at 
all times sohcitous for youi welfaie, and desiious of youi at- 
tachment As a testimony of the satisfaction which yoni con- 
duct has olForded me, I have transmitted a Khelaut foi you 
through Mehedy Ah Khaun. You will no doubt considei it 
as a mark of my sinceie legaid, and continue disposed, as 
hitherto, to promote the seivice of the Biitish nation Foi 
furthei particulais I lefei you to Mi Duncan’s letters 


Nd CLVIII 

The Bail of Mo)nington to Rear Admiral Rainier 
Sir, Port St George, 16tb March, 1799 

Wlnle I offei you my most coidial congiatulations on an 
event so honouiable to youi command, and to the reputation 
of the Biitish aims in India, as the captuie of the Fiench fri- 
gate La Fotte by the SybiUe, it is with inexpressible soiiow 
that I condole with you on the probable (I fear almost ceitain} 
fate of the gallant and able officer who has so biilhantly dis- 
tmgmshed himself on this occasion. My paiticulai fiiendship 
foi him will lendei his loss a most seiious object of legiet to 
me I am still willing to flatter myself that his wounds may 
not prove moital, and his having survived the action so long, 
affords a faint lay of hope that he may not be lost to his 
fiieiids and to his coimtiy Captain Davies was one of my 
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Aides-de-Camp and Foit-Adjutant at Foit William He 
obtained my pei mission to accompany Captain Cooke as a 
volunteei 

I take this opportunity of lecommending again to youi 
seiious consideiation the necessity of stationing some of youi 
strongest ships at Bombay as soon as the navigation of the 
Red Sea shall be opened The necessity of this suggestion 
would become less uigentif you should soon leain that Com- 
modoie Blankett had leachedliis station, and was supeiioi to 
the enemy m that quaitei, oi if you should leceive authentic 
accounts of the destiuction of the Fiench aimy m Egypt 
But in any event the gariiaon of Bombay has been so much 
leduced by the necessaiy diafts lox the coast of Malabai, 
that It would be extremely desirable to protect the haiboui 
of Bombay during the whole of the appioacliing monsoon by 
a stiong naval foice I have already stated to youi Excel- 
lency, m a foimer despatch, that this is an object of gieat 
anxiety to the Goveinment at home, and all the consideration 
which I have been enabled to give to the subject, induces me 
to take the hbeity of adding my opinion to theiis, and of 
submitting the matter to your judgment with an anxious hope 
that it may appeal to you in the same light in which I have 
viewed it If youi Excellency should intend any distribution 
of youi force, founded on the principle which I have stated, 
an early communication of it to the Goveinment of Bombay 
would tend to quiet then alaims 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Morning! ON 


No CLIX 

The Mmqms Coinvallis to the Eail of MoDungton 

My dear Lord, Dublin Castle, Maich 18tb, 1799 

I little thought when we parted that my fiist lettei to you 
would have been dated from this place, but my evil stars have 
deteimmed that I never should enjoy quiet or comfoit, and 
after lelieving me fiom what I then thought a painful task, (a 
second eiiibaikation for India) have driven me into a situation 
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ten times more aiduous, and m eveiy respect more intoleiable 
You have many fiiends that will send you lush news, and 
as I can say nothing on the melancholy situation of this un- 
happy country that can affoid you satisfaction, I shall not 
entei mto a detail of oui calamities Your letter, dated July 
5th, gave me much concern fiom the account you give of your 
health, the failure of which is the only thmg which alaims me 
about youiself oi youi government, in all other respects I 
have no doubt of your complete success 

With the most smceie good wishes for youi welfare, power 
and happmess, 

I am, my deal Loi d, 

Most tiuly youis, 

Cornwallis 


No CLX 

The Em I of Mormngton to the Rendent at Poona h 
Sir, Fort St Qeoige, 19th Maich, 1799 

The attempt of the Comt of Poonah to divert the sei vices 
of the detachment, undei the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Little, fiom then proper object, does not surprize me It is 
consistent with the pohcy which foi some time past has di- 
rected its conduct towards the British Government You 
will continue steadily to resist the attempt whenever it may 
be renewed. 

You will be pleased to fuimsh me, as soon as possible, with 
as full and distinct an account of the Guyckwai family, and 
of the views and disposition both of the leigning Rajah and 
of the Court of Poonah, with respect to the succession to that 
pnncipahty, as you may be able to procure without beti aying 
any extraordmary sohcitude or cuiiosity on the subject 
I am, &c &c 

Mornington 
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No CLXI 

The Em I of Mormngton to the Honowable the Court of Directors 

Hon. Sirs, Fort St George, 20tli March, 1799 

My sepaiate despatch, undei date the 21st November, for- 
waided by the Eurydice, wdl have apprized your Honourable 
Couit of the measuies which I took foi the puipose of re- 
storing to his Highness the Nizam the power of fulfiUmg his 
defensive engagements with the Company. 

At the same time my endeavouis were employed with equal 
assiduity to give vigoui and effect to the tieaties subsistmg 
with his Highness the Peishwa The return of Nana Fur- 
naveese to the admmistiation aftoided for some tmie a just 
expectation that oui alhance with the Mahiattas would 
speedily be lestoied with additional vigour and advantage, 
but the mcieasmg disti actions of the Mahiatta empiie unfoi- 
tunately frustiated the wise counsels of that experienced and 
able statesman, and disappomted my views at the Court of 
Poonali I had, howevei, the satisfaction to asceitam that 
the disposition of that Coiiit, undei the admmistiation of 
Nana, continued peifectly favourable to the Biitish mteiests, 
and that want of powei would be the sole cause of its inac- 
tion in the event of a wai with Tippoo Sultaun 

Fiom the moment of my aiiival at Foit St Geoige all the 
inhabitants of this settlement, and eveiy ofScei, civil and 
military, appealed to be animated by an unanimous deter- 
mination to discharge then respective duties with a degree of 
cbeeifulness and aidoui coriespondent with the exigency and 
impoitance of the occasion , and I was soon satisfied that the 
disposition, of which I lamented the appearance in the months 
of July and August, had eithei been subdued by the just 
exeicise of authority, oi Collected by reflection, and by the 
moie full disclosure of the views of the enemy The zeal, 
alacrity, and pubhc spiiit of the bankeis and commercial 
agents at Madias, as well as of the most respectable of youi 
civil servants at this Presidency, enabled me, within a few 
weeks, to raise a large sum of money, by loan, for the public 
service Previous to my departure from Bengal, I had re- 
mitted twenty lacs of rupees m specie for the use of this 
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Presidency , I now despatch the Sybille to Calcutta foi a 
further supply, and the extiaordinaiy exertion of his Excel- 
lency the Vice-President in Council, assisted by the diligence 
and abihty of Mr Thomas Myeis, the Accountant-Geneial 
of Bengal, furnished me with an additional aid of twenty lacs 
within so short a time, that the movement of the aimy was not 
delayed foi an instant on account of a deficiency of tieasuie, 
and Lieutenant-Geneial Hams was piovided with a sufficient 
supply of specie to maintain his aimy m the field until the 
month of May 

Tippoo Sultaun remainmg silent foi a consideiable time, 
aftei theieceipt of my lettei of the 9th of January, I con- 
cluded that his object must be to delay his answei until the 
season should be so fai advanced as to lendei the captuie of 
Seiingapatam impiacticable during the piesent yeai 

In the mean while the advices fiom Bussoiah, Bagdad, 
Constantmople, and Bombay weie of so uncertain a nature as 
to leave me still in doubt with respect to the condition of the 
French army m Egypt, the only safe conclusion which could 
be drawn from those advices being, that the French still mam- 
tained the possession of that country with a large army 

No intelligence had been received fiom the Red Sea re- 
spectmg the arrival of any of his Majesty’s ships on that 
station, nor had I been able to ascertain, with any degree of 
accuracy, what means theFiench might either have provided, 
or might find on the spot to enable them to reach the Sul- 
taun’s dominions 

In addition to these cucumstances, I knew that, while 
Tippoo Sultaun had declined to receive an ambassador from 
the Honourable Company, and had omitted to answer my 
late lettei s, he had despatched native vakeels from Sermga- 
patam, who, together with M Du Buc, (one of the leaders of 
the French force, raised m the Isle of Fiance under M 
Malar tic’s proclamation) were on the point of embaiking at 
Tranquebai with an avowed mission from the Sultaun to the 
Executive Directory of France 

On the 3rd of February I had received no answer from the 
Sultaun to my letter of the 9th of Januaiy, although the 
communication between Seiingapatam and Fort St George 
does not require, at the most, a longer tune than eight, and 
IS sometimes effected in four, days 
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In orclei, theiefoie, to defeat the object of the Sultaun’s 
silence, and to avail myself of the actual superiority of oui 
foice, and of the advantages of the piesent season, before the 
French could effect any junction with him, I deteimined to 
commence hostilities without delay, and to suspend all nego- 
tiation, until the united foiees of the Company and of then 
allies should have made such an impiession on the territoiies 
of Mysore, as might give full effect to our just representa- 
tions 

With these views, on the 3d of Febiuaiy, I directed Lieut - 
General Hams to entei the territory of Mysore with the 
aimy assembled undei his command, and on the same day I 
issued orders to Lieut -General Stuart, to be piepaied to 
cooperate fiom Malabai, and I signified to Reai-Admiial 
Rainier, and to the several allies of the Company, that I now 
considered the British Government in India to be at w'ai with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

At length, on the 13th of February, I received from Tippoo 
Sultaun the letter marked No 7,* informing me, that, “ being 
frequently disposed to make excursions and hunt,” he was, 
“ accordingly, proceeding upon a hunting excursion,” and 
desiring that I would “ despatch Major Doveton slightly at- 
tended or “ unattended ” 

But the season foi negotiation, through the pacific chan- 
nels, so often offered by me, was now elapsed After matin e 
deliberation, on the grounds already stated, I had directed 
the advance of the army into the territory of the Sultaun, 
and I had signified to the allies my determination to proceed 
to hostilities To have delayed the advance of the army, 
would at once have thrown the advantages which I then pos- 
sessed into the hands of Tippoo Sultaun, and have leirdeied 
the siege of his capital impracticable during the piesent sea- 
son On the other hand, an embassy, combined with the 
hostile iiruption of oui army into Mysore, would have been 
liable to the imputation of insincerity towards Tippoo Sultaun, 
and while it boie the appearance of indecision in the eyes of 
the allies, would have promoted, and peihaps, warranted a 
similai degiee of instability m then councils and operations 

The design of this taidy, reluctant, and insidious assent to 
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the admission of an embassy fiom the Biitish Goveinraent 
could be consideied m no othei light than that of a new aiti- 
fice foi the puipose of gaming time, untd a change of cu- 
cumstances and of season might enable the Sultaun to avail 
himself of the assistance of France This conclusion was 
now confiimed by my knowledge of the actual embaikation 
of M Du Buc and two native vakeels on an embassy fiom 
Tippoo to the Executive Dnectoiy of Fiance, an event which 
took place at Tianquebai on the 7th of Febiuaiy 

I, therefore, leplied to the letter of Tippoo Sultaun in the 
terms of the enclosuie. No. 8,* in which I have declaied 
Lieut -Geneial Hams to be the only peison now authoiized 
by me to leceive and to answei whatevei communications the 
Sultaun may think fit to make, with a view to the lestoiation 
of peace on such conditions as appeal to the allies to be in- 
dispensably necessaiy to then common secuiity This lettex 
I diiected Geneial Hams to foiwaid to the Sultaun, on the 
day on which the aimy under his command should pass the 
fiontiei, and at the same time I instructed him to issue, in 
the name of the allies, the accompanying declaration maiked 

No 9t 
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f The following is a copy of the declaration — 

The Pioclamation of Lieut -Genei al Gemge Hams, Commandei -in-Ch^ 
of all Ins Majesty’s and the Honouiable Company’s foices on the coasts of 
Co) omandel and Malabai , to the Zemindais oi Pobgais, Desmoohs, De- 
spondies, Ganoongoes, Nauigours,Potnils, Shambogiies, and to all Aunml- 
dars, Seushladuis, Kelladars, and other inhabitants of Mysoie, who shall 
receive the Company’s Cmile 

Whereas Tippoo Sultaun having concluded an ofleusivc alliance with 
the French, the iiiveleiatc enemieij of the English, the Peishwa, and the 
Nizam of Decan lejected all oveitures on then part for effecting an ac- 
commodation, and gmng pioofs that he only waited the ariival of the 
French to involve all India in a war, the alhes have sent their armies into 
this country, under my command, to fiustrate hia ambitious designs, and 
to setuic their possessions against the future attempts of such insidious 
enemies 

These being the views of tlie allies, I come not to make wai upon the 
defenceless inhabitants of this countiy, but to leceive you undei then 
piotettion, and promise you perfect secuiity undei then government, 
facilitate the caiiving these intentions into execution Lieut -Colonel 
Alexandei Read, the same officer under whose administration you expe- 



1 799 THF HON COURT OF DIRECTORS. 499 

The Nizam’s contingent consists of above 6000 of the Ho- 
nourable Company’s tioops subsidized by his Highness, of 
about the same number of his own infantry, (including a pro- 
poition oi M Pei on’s sepoys, now commanded by Biitish 
officeis,) and of a laige body of cavalry 

This foice, undei the general command of Meei Allum, 
foimed a junction with the British army on the 19th February 
and it is with the gieatest satisfaction that I lemaik to your 
Honourable Court the beneficial effects which the Company 
has aheady derived fiom the recent improvement of our alh- 
ance with the Couit of Hyderabad The Nizam’s contingent 
actually arrived in the vicmity of Chittooi, in a state of pre- 
paration for the field, before General Harris was ready to 
proceed on his march from Velloie 

I have annexed to this despatch the last return of Lreut.- 
General Harris’s ainry, previous to his passing the fiontiei , 
an ai my more completely appomted, more amply and liberally 
supplied in every depaitment, or moie perfect m its disciphne, 
and in the acknowledged experience, abihty, and zeal of its 


rienced last wai the benefits of a Biitish Government, is again appointed 
to supenntend the affairs of all the districts dependent on Mysoie that 
may be ledueed by the aimics of the English , and as a further indication 
thereof, cowle flags shall be distributed over the countiy, and safe-guards 
sent to all the villages in the vicinity ot the armies, to secuie the inhahi- 
tants fiom depredation 

These measures being taken, and the allied aimies sufficiently powerful 
to aflford all the districts in then real effectual protection, you will re- 
main in your villages, proceed in the cultivation of your lands, and enjoy 
all the blessings of piofound peace 

Benefitting so considerably by the libeial policy of the allies, it will 
become a duty on youi pait to merit their protection by seivmg them as 
obedient subiects, and rendering them the dues of the Siikai, in the ex- 
action of which will be evinced that modeiatioii and justice, which distin- 
guish the Biitish from all the othei nations of Europe in their conduct 
towards natives of India 

The geueidl good of the people under them being the study of then 
Government, it evidently follows, that, whoevei shall lender them paiti- 
culai services during the present war, such as aiding Colonel Read in 
ascei taming the souices of the public revenue, m regulating the police, 
in procuring supplies for the army, oi in giving intelligence of the 
enemy’s designs, may be sure of levvaids suitable to the importance and 
success of their endeavouis 

Written at Head Quarters, GiiObge Hauius, 

6th March, 1799 
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officeis, nevei took the field m India The army on the coast 
of Malabai is in an equally efficient and i espectable condi- 
tion, and the extraoidinaiy effoits which have been made by 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait and Major-Geneial Hartley, seconded 
by the coidial attachment and uniemitting assiduity of the 
Rajah of Cooiga, have collected withm a very shoit peiiod 
of time a supply so abundant, that I am induced to transmit 
the paiticulars of it to your Honoui able Couit, as a testimony 
of the distinguished meiits of those valuable ofiSceis, and of 
the loyalty and active exeition of that faithful tributary of the 
Honoui able Company 

A consideiable foice, under the command of Lieut -Colonels 
Read and Biown, will cooperate with Lieut -General Hams 
in the southern districts of the Cainatic and Mysoie 

Under these circumstances. General Hams enteied the 
teiritoiy of Mysoie on the 6th of Maich, with orders to pro- 
ceed diiectlyto Seimgapatam 

Having thus submitted to your Honouiable Couit, accord- 
ing to the order of dates, a detailed i elation of the events 
winch have led to the wai in which we are actually engaged, 
and having declared to you the motives and objects of my 
conduct in every stage of this important transaction, I must 
request youi permission to conclude this despatch, with such 
reflections as arise m my mmd from the renew of my past 
measuies, and from the prospect of then ultimate conse- 
quences and permanent effects 

From the first disclosure of the nature and object of Tippoo 
Sultaun’s embassy to the Isle of Fiance, every principle of 
justice and policy demanded from youi Government in India 
that an instantaneous effort should he made to reduce his 
power and resources before he could avail himself of the ad- 
vantages of the alhance which he had concluded. The defect 
of means is the sole consideration which can justify me for 
not having made that effort at the early period when its suc- 
cess would have placed the security of youi possessions on a 
foundation, which the invasion of India by a French force 
could not have impaired Foi without the aid of some na- 
tive power It IS scarcely possible that the French should evei 
make any permanent impression on youi empire m India, 
and no native power (excepting Tippoo Sultaun) is so infa- 
tuated as to be disposed to assist or receive a French army 
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The piogiess ol events since the date of my oideis of the 
20th of Jime, 1798, has not only confiimed the principles of 
justice and policy, by which an attack upon the Sultaun was 
at that time demanded, but has manifested, that the designs 
of Fiance as well as of the Sultaun, weie of a much moie ex- 
tensive and foimidable nature, than any which have evei been 
attempted against the British Empiie m India, since the houi 
of its first foundation 

While the magnitude and dangei of these designs were 
giadually disclosed, I had the satisfaction to feel, that the 
means of averting them weie augmenting in a proportion 
nearly equal by the success of the negotiations at Hyderabad, 
and by the piogiess of the mihtary piepaiations which I had 
oideied throughout youi possessions 

At the commencement of the month of February the crisis 
aiiived in which I was called upon to foim my ultimate deci- 
sion on the important question at issue with Tippoo Sultaun, 
and to determine the final result of the whole system of my 
measuies 

On the one hand, the apparent estabhshment of the French 
army in Egypt, and the unceitainty of the state of our naval 
power in the Red Sea, rendeied the dangei still urgent fiom 
that quarter , while Tippoo Sultaun’s lepeated evasions of 
my proposals foi negotiation, combined with Ins embassy to 
the Executive Directory of Fiance, under the conduct of 
M Du Buc, appeared to preclude all hope of detaching 
the Sultaun, from his recent alliance with the enemy On 
the other hand, I now possessed ample means of frustrating 
the most dangerous effects of that alliance, by a seasonable 
application of the powerful force which the treachery and 
aggression of the Sultaun had compelled me to collect at 
a heavy expense to youi finances 

Youi Honouiable Couit will determine whether in this 
state of affairs my older s of the 3rd of February were pre- 
mature , and whether I should have been justified on the 13th 
of February m recalling those orders, for the purpose of ad- 
mitting at that late period a negotiation, which would have 
enabled Tippoo Sultaun to defeat every object of the arma- 
ment of the allies foi the present season, and would have 
afforded him ample tune to leap the full benefit of his con- 
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nection Fiance befoie the season foi besieging his capital 

should letuin 

In deciding these impoitant questions, you will necessaiily 
considei, what degiee of lehance could be placed on the sm- 
ceiity of the Sultaun’s disposition to conclude an amicable 
adjustment with youi Government at the very moment, when 
he had actually despatched on an embassy to the Executive 
Dnectoiy of Fiance the commandei of the Fiench tioops, 
laised in the Mauritius and admitted into the Sultaun’s ser- 
vice foi the expiess purpose of caiiying on a war of aggies- 
sion against youi possessions in India 

The admirable condition of youi armies on both coasts, 
and the unequalled perfection of then equipment in every 
depaitraeiit, added to the extraoidinaiy spirit and animation 
with which the campaign has been opened, afford every 
reason to hope that the issue of the wai will be speedy and 
prospeious, and that it must terminate in a consideiable re- 
duction of Tippoo Sultaun’s icsouices and power 

The wisdom of youi Honouiable Couit will anticipate the 
extensive benefits which must result to youi interests from an 
event now become essential to the peace and secuiity of youi 
possessions in India 

The policy of the treaty of Seiingapatam certainly was not 
to maintain Tippoo Sultaun’s power in such a state as should 
leave him a constant object of alarm and apprehension to the 
Company That he has been justly so considered foi some 
years past, cannot be doubted by any person acquainted with 
the records of any of youi Governments in India The pie- 
sent IS the second crisis, within the last three years, in which 
the Government General has thought it necessary to assem- 
ble the aimy on the coast of Coromandel foi the sole purpose 
of checking his motions , and the apprehension of his inten- 
tions has obstructed our operations against our Eiuopean 
enemies in India during the course of the present war 

The continuance of Tippoo’s power on its actual scale, and 
under such ciicumstances, must have proved to the Company 
a perpetual source of solicitude, expense, and hazard But 
the engagements which he has contracted with the Fiench, 
the public proofs which he has given of his eagerness to re- 
ceive in Mysore as large a foice as they can furnish, combined 
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With the prodigious magnitude of then pieparations, and the 
inciedible piogiess of their aimy, evidently directed to the 
destiuction of the Biitish powei in India, foim new and pio- 
nnnent featuies in oui political situation in this quaitei of 
the woild 

Admitting the wisdom of that policy which dictated the 
preservation of Tippoo Sultaun’s power, at the close of the 
last war with Mysoie, the spirit of oui present Councils must 
be accommodated to the variation of circumstances, and to 
the actual position, character, and views of oui enemies 

In such a conjunctuie of affairs I am persuaded that youi 
honourable Court will be of opinion, that no object can be 
deemed so uigent, oi so necessary to the safety of youi pos- 
sessions, as the effectual i eduction of the only declared ally 
of Fiance now existing among the native powers of India 

If Tippoo Sultaun had been disposed to content himself 
with the quiet possession of his present dominions, if he could 
have been brought to a sense of his own peril m forming a 
connection with the French, the representations which I ad- 
dressed to him wordd have produced an early and salutary 
impiession, whatever speculatrve opmions might have been 
enteitamed with respect to his interests, views, and power, 
the justice and moderation of the Biitish Government would 
never have distuibed his tianqmllity But he resolved to 
attempt the recovery of his lost dominions at the hazard of 
those which he still letams, and, m the ardour of his passion- 
ate pursuit, he overlooked not only the certain destruction of 
his own mdependence (the inevitable consequence even of the 
most prosperous success of any alhance with France,) but 
also the predominant mfluence of the Enghsh East India 
Company, and the vigilance of its Governments, which would 
probably detect his treachery, and turn agamst his own em- 
pire the rum which he had meditated against theirs 

The secrecy of his councils, the promptitude of his re- 
sources, his constant and active state of equipment for war, 
added to the facility of his intercourse with the French 
thiough his lemammg teiiitories on the coast of Malabar, 
are the most dangerous circumstances in the actual condi- 
tion of his power and dominion, and constitute his principal 
means of offence 
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GENERAL HARRIS, 


Mai cli, 


If success should attend youi aims m this wai, I entertain 
a fiimf confidence that those dangeis will either be wholly 
averted, oi so considei,ahly diminislied, as to affoid to youi 
goveinment in India the piospect of duiable secuiity, and 
genmne peace 

I cannot close this letter without repeating to youi honoui- 
able Couit the cordial expiession of my entire satisfaction in 
the zealous and honoiuable co-operation of Loid Clive, as 
well as of all the Membeis of this Goveinment. The bene- 
ficial effect of then cheeiful and leady concuirence m foi- 
waiding all my views, is manifest in the rapid pi ogress and 
pel feet completion of the equipments of the aimy in the field, 
and fuinishes a striking and salutary example of the inestima- 
ble advantages of unanimity and concoid among your ser- 
vants in India 

I have the honoui to be, 

Honourable Sns, with the greatest respect, 

YOUI most obedient and faithful Seivant, 
Mornington 


No CLXII 

The Earl of Mornington to Lieat -Genet al Stmit 
Sir, Fort St George, 21st March, 1799 

I take the earliest opportunity to congiatulate you on the 
brilliant and important success of the tioops under youi com- 
mand on the 6th of March The victory is highly honourable 
to youi ability and resolution, as well as to the promptitude 
and valour of those who executed youi ordei s I sincerely 
hope that the effect of this success may be felt not only in 
the additional security of the supplies collected in Coorg, 
but m the tranquillity of Malabai, and m accelerating the 
conclusion of the wai 

I request you to express to Geneial Hartley, to Colonel 
Monti esor, and to the several officeis under youi command, 
named m your despatch, the high sense which I entertain of 
then conduct on the 6th of Maich 
Sinceiely wishing that fortune may contmue to throw m 
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your way the happy means of adding to*youi own reputation, 
and to the secuiity of the Biitish powei in India, 

I have the honoui to lemain, 

youi faithful seivant, 

Mornington. 


No CLXIII 

Copy of a Lettei Ji om Genet al Hat t is to the Earl of Mot mngton 
My Lord, Camp at Malvelly, 27th Match, 1799 

The aimy matched this morning, many horse weie seen as 
it appioached Malvelly, and a laige foice appealed posted on 
a high commanding ridge, three miles beyond that place. 
The lums of the foit wei e occupied by a part of oui advanced 
guard, when at 10 o’clock a m Tippoo Sultaun opened a 
canonnade from seveial heavy guns, so distant, that I paid it 
httle attention, and oidered the giound to be maiked foi en- 
campment, the shot, howevei, falling in our lines, and hoise 
menacing oui picquet, the 1st Euiopean brigade, and two 
cavaliy coips, weie ordeied to suppoit it on the light, while 
Colonel W ellesley’s division advanced on oui left , this bi ought 
on a geneidl action, in the couise of which, a small body of 
hoise charged the 1st Euiopean biigade, some individuals 
pieicing the line, but most of them falling befoie it Colonel 
Wellesley’s division tinning the right flank of the enemy, gave 
occasion to Geneial Floyd, with three legiments of cavahy, 
to dispel se a cutcheiy of mfantry, cutting many of them m 
pieces The enemy letired about one o’clock, having been 
driven completely fiom eveiy position he attempted to mam- 
tain It was my wish to have encamped on the ground he 
quitted, but a total want of water, obliged me to leturn to the 
giound I had first taken up at Malvelly The whole of the 
enemy’s foice was, I believe, in the field, then loss I cannot 
ascertain, ours is trifling The conduct of the troops on this 
occasion was such as I could not but appiove , oui baggage 
was, duiing the action, well seemed by the left wing of the 
army, undei Majoi-General Popham I shall heieafter have 
the honoui to tiansmit accuiale letuins of the small amount 
of oui loss I shall maich to-moiiow morning to a laige tank 
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in the direction of the Cavery, to secuie watex by appi caching 
the iivei 

Captain Kinnedy, of the 19th diagoons, Leonard and Stia- 
chan, native cavaliy, Moore, Tdth, axe wounded Part of his 
Highness the Nizam’s horse weie engaged, and behaved ex- 
ti emely well 

I have the honour to be, &c 

George Harris 


No. CLXrV 

Sir John Jnstmthet , Chief Justice at Bengal, to the Bail of Moinmgton 
My dear Lord, Calcutta, 27tli Maich, 1790 

I had the pleasure of your veiy kind letter yesterday, and 
feel very much obliged to you for your attention at a period 
when so many important objects press upon yom mind 
You may believe the success of your measures gives me 
very sincere pleasure, both upon public and piivate grounds 
I was early satisfied of the necessity of the vigoious exer- 
tions of the governor of this country, and I am perfectly con- 
vinced, however forward the army may now be, that it would 
still have been at the gates of Madras had you not gone to 
that settlement Men concerned in the Government of India 
before your arrival, appear not only totally to have ovei- 
looked the nature of the war we were engaged in and the 
enemy we had to contend with, but to have contracted a 
narrow limited view of the political interests of England in 
India, eveiydifficulty was a reason foi inaction, and temporary 
pecuniary embarrassment afforded a satisfactoiy ground for 
neglecting the essential, permanent and political inter ests of 
the countiy , you have taught them a larger way of viewing 
the question, and shown them that difficulties vamsh before 
activity, courage, and perseverance It was by the vigour of 
our Councils, and the active energy of our preparations, that 
we acquired this country, and it will cease to be ours if for 
any length of time our Government wants these quahties By 
this time every state in India, and what, perhaps, is of as 
great consequence, every man m the Company’s service must 
be convinced they will not be wanting dining your Govern- 
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ment , the consequence is, that this brush once over, you will, 
dm mg your stay in India, have peace abioad and exeition at 
home In all new Governments, but especially in all Indian 
Governments, much moie depends upon the individual cha- 
racter of the Goveinoi than men aie willing to allow, espe- 
cially those who have only looked to the old governments ofEu- 
rope, these may and have gone on with little variety or change by 
the force of custom and habit, such governments as this nevei 
could so go on , and I believe since the Fiencli revolution it 
will be long hefoie the Emopean governments do so again 

Eveiy day incieases oui anxiety to hear fiom the aimy, 
although few have any doubt of the event, and the pi epara- 
tions and exeitions seem almost to set foitune at defiance 
I am not suie that I have made up my mind to wish submis- 
sion on the pait of Tippoo without some action which shall 
dispel se oi destioy pait of his aimy, and tarnish his mihtaiy 
reputation A tieaty following a battle opeiates moie pow- 
erfully upon the mmd than one which leaves the aimy entire. 

We all wish youi piesence heie as soon as the more im- 
portant afiFaiis will allow, there seems much to do to regulate 
the submission of the provinces as well as the dominions of 
Oude It does appear as if these provinces were not quite 
free from the turbulent spurt which agitates the world Many 
here are disposed to ascribe it to the mild spirit of our Go- 
vernment, and the decrease of respect for the European 
character, and particularly to the diminished visible effects of 
authority, in consequence of the equality of rights introduced 
by the late system for the administration of justice, and, as 
usual m India, instead of correcting the present, would pro- 
pose to recur to the old 

It may be here, and probably it is, that being moie ac- 
quainted with the European character, acquaintance has 
diminished lespect, and that security, while it has banished 
fear, has led a corrupt, unprincipled people, in many mstances, 
to abuse that security, and to use it as the means of misusmg 
a freedom of action they are not yet quite fitted to possess 
It may also be true that they are as yet short sighted enough 
to prefer present advantage to distant letiibution. Yet still 
I am satisfied, that if the system be vigorously adhered to 
they will not only feel its benefits, but dread its effects, 
equally with the old The existing evil seems to be the delay 
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and aireai of judicial business which affbid a secuiity to 
injustice, in no way the fault of the system This will proba- 
bly call foi much of youi attention It stiikes me that many 
of the regulations aie passed with a distiust of the instiu- 
ments who aie to execute them, and in consequence all dis- 
cietionaiy authoiity is at an end, and eveiy tiifling dispute 
which might be settled by a magistrate, like a justice of 
peace, in a summaiy way, is loaded with all the form and 
guaided with all the caie as if it was a dispute about the 
Zemindary of Buidwan 

I have msensibly got mto a subject veiy foreign to youi 
piesent business, which, anxiously as we wish you here, I 
hope will not be till it is completed , at all events, whatever 
you leave to be done, will be much better done foi youi hav- 
ing been upon the coast 

1 am sure amidst the pleasure you felt at the captuie of 
La Foite, pooi Cooke’s and Davies’s fate would giieve you 
I am soiiy to say that pool Cooke is still in a very dange- 
rous way, after apparently recovering as well as possible, he 
was taken last week with a fever, and upon Friday and Sa- 
turday was in very great danger, upon Saturday an incis- 
sion was made mto the wound in his side, and a seton 
passed through part of it. Monday and Tuesday he was 
rathei better, although still feverish and very weak, his 
wound also put on a better appearance , to-day he is much 
the same, but stiU there are considerable appiehensions, more 
especially as the fevei is not accounted foi from any appa- 
rent cause, 

I am, my dear Lord, 

Youi’s, very smceiely, evei, 

J Anstrutuers. 
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No CLXV 

Tlw Eml of Mm mngton to R Liston, Esq , his Majesty's Envoy Extnioi- 
dmmyand Mmistei Plenipotentiary to the United States, Philadelphia 

SiKj Fort St Geoige, Apiil 1, 1799 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your let- 
teis of the 22nd June and 17th July 

I have issued the necessary oideis to the Board of Trade 
at Calcutta to foiwaid by eveiy means m then power the 
views of the Captains of the Ameiican vessels lecommended 
by yoUj and you may lely upon my manifesting eveiy disposi- 
tion to favoui such Ameiican ships as may find it expedient 
to touch at any poit within the limits of the Goveinment-Ge- 
neial of the British possessions in India 

I have, &c. 

Mornington. 


No CLXVI 

The Bail of Moimng ton to Colonel Palmei , Resident at Poonoh 
Sir, Fort St Gcoige, 3ul April, 1799 

Fiom the tenoi of youi latest despatches, I conclude that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Little’s detachment must have been i e- 
called fiom Jyeghui befoie you can leceivethis lettei. 

The reasons which induced me to oidei the lecail of the 
detachment must be obvious to the Dm bar of Poonah, and, 
I imagine they have already been fully stated to you. It is, 
however, desiiable that the whole subject of the late negocr- 
ations at Poonah and of the conduct ot the Peishwa should 
undergo the most detailed and foimal discussions — I, there- 
fore, direct you eithei at an audience, to be demanded for the 
purpose, or by a written memorial to state to the Peishwa 
and to Nana Fuinavese, without leseive, the whole course 
of my sentiments on this occasion, observing the general out- 
line of the statement contained in this lettei 

At the pel rod of my ai rival in Bengal, the Peishwa’s affau s 
weie in the lowest condition of disordei and distiess , and the 
destiuction ot his authority, if not of his office, was menaced 
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by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah In this ciisis Baagy Rao uiged 
the moat earnest entreaties foi the assistance of the Company’s 
tioops, and also foi my good offices with the Nizam, who ’'t 
that moment possessed the means of affoidmg considerable 
assistance to the cause, eithei of the Peishwa or of Scmdiah 

The laws of my country lestrained me fiom aiding the 
Peishwamthemannei lequiied by himself, until the peiiod ai- 
nved when the hostile prepaiations of Tippoo Sultaun leleased 
me fioni all lestiaint with lespect to such engagements with 
any of the country powers as might appeal to me beneficial in 
the event of hostilities ivith that Pimce I then embraced the 
earliest opportunity to ofifei to the Peishwa the aid which he 
had requued m troops, as well as my mediation with the Ni- 
zam, on conditions not only just and liberal, but calculated to 
strengthen and peipetuate the internal authority of the 
Peisliwa’s Government, by the accession of the whole conso- 
lidated weight of the tuple alliance. The ciicumstances 
under which my propositions were made, as well as the natuie 
of those piopositions, and the various explanatory discussions 
by which they were followed, sufficiently demonstrated my 
utter repugnance to any officious interfeience in the Peishwa’s 
affaiis, or to any intrigue calculated to favour the views of any 
party oi individual at the Court of Poonah, my object was 
evidently to give efficacy to the public engagements of the 
State by acceding to the declared wishes of the reigning 
Prince, to be extricated froi^ the usurpation of one o^ his 
feudatory Chiefs, and my off^ of affording to the Peishwa a 
retreat at Bombay m the most desperate state of his affaus, 
IS an unequivocal proof of the sinceiity of my wishes for his 
safety and honor 

To piopositions founded on the Peishwa’s repeated and 
anxious solicitations, and directed to no other objects than 
the equal and reciprocal benefit of the Company, of the 
Peishwa himself, and of the Nizam, I was suipiisecl and dis- 
gusted to receive the unmeiited return of jealousy, distiust, 
and evasion Since that period youi despatches have abounded 
with the pioofs of a system of studied neglect, of mysteiious 
reserve, and of ungeneious suspicion, wholly iiieconcileahle 
with the chaiactei and spiiil of alliance and friendship 

Under these ciicumstances, the proposition foi employing 
a detachment of the Company’s troops with the Peishwa’s con- 
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tangent m the eventual piosecution of liostalifaes against Tippoo 
Sultaun, did not oiiginate with me, but with the Peishwa 
h’niself In acceding to that pi opositaon, I manifested a pecu- 
liar consideiation foi the embaiiassments of his Highness’s 
situation hy waving the Company’s just title to an augmen- 
tation of the foimei subsidy , propoitioned to the actual 
increase of the chaiges of the detachment In tins instance, 
a degiee of indulgence was shewn to the Peishwa’s pecuniaiy 
difScultaes, which has not been extended to the Nizam, whose 
piesent subsidy is calculated upon the actual chaiges of the 
detachment in his Highness’s seivice. 

In 01 del to comply with the wishes of the Peishwa foi the 
seivice of the detachment m question, I made consideiable 
saciifices of inteiest and convenience, m the confidence that 
his Highness applied for the detachment with a sinceie desiie 
of coopeiating, to the extent of his powei, with the Company 
and the Nizam, against the common enemy 

But it appeals that, in this instance also, my compliance 
with the Peishwa’s own wishes has only seived to excite in 
his mind flesh emotions of distrust, and to open a new scene 
of subtcifuge and insinceiity Eveiy aitifice of vexatious 
delay has been employed to fiustrate the necessary means of 
enabling the detachment to move fiom Jyeghui It has been 
placed in a position, where its sei vices can contiibute nothing 
to the common cause The necessaiy funds foi its subsist- 
ence have been neglected, and youi lepeated attempts to 
diaw the attention of the Peishwa to youi just lepiesentations 
have been tieated with a disiegaid, which deraonstiates that 
in applying for the use of the detachment, the Peishwa had 
nothing less in view than to employ it in active operations 
against the enemy 

Such conduct has a necessaiy tendency to impaii the effi- 
ciency of the tuple alliance, and to encouiage the hopes of 
Tippoo Sultaun 

The detention of the Sultaun’s vakeels at Poonah, in con- 
tempt of my repeated lemonstiances, must produce effects of 
the same mischievous tendency The arguments of Nana, 
drawn fiom the last war with Mysore, aie not applicable to 
the piesent case The connection between the Couit of 
Poonah and the Company had not at that time been so de- 
fined and cemented as to lendei the admission of vakeels fiom 
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Tippoo Sultaun incompatible with the spait of the subsisting 
treaties But undei the present ciicumstances, the Peishwa 
must be considered, to be actually at wai with the Sultdun , 
and in this case, therefore, the reception of ambassadois, m 
opposition to the declared sense of the allies actually engaged 
m the war, is nearly equivalent to a violation of faith, and to 
a dissolution of the alliance 

These consider ations compelled me to direct that the de- 
tachment under the command of Lieut -Colonel Little should 
qmt a position m which its services must be equally lost to 
the Peishwa and to the Company 

I am fully aware of the justice of Nana’s observations on 
the present distracted state of thePeishwa’s Goveinment, and 
its consequent inabihty to engage with effect in foreign war 
It would be equally unjust and ungenerous to take advantage 
of any failure m the Peishwa’s engagements, arising from a 
defect of power, and horn the unfortunate condition of his 
affairs , even in this view, however, I might lemaik, that the 
actual distress of the Peishwa is to be attiibuted principally, 
if not solely, to bis unaccountable rejection of my propositions 
of the 8th July, 1798,*' which would have placed his dignity, 
authority and power, on an immovable foundation 
If the Peishwa had candidly declared his present inability 
to assist in the war against Tippoo, accompanying that de- 
claration by any satisfactory proofs of good faith, or good 
will, I should have lamented, but I never should have cen- 
sured his misfortune But the dismission of the vakeels of 
Tippoo Sultaun, an amicable attention to the just representa- 
tions of the British Resident, and a moie upright and sincere 
policy in the demand of the detachment were within the 
power of the Peishwa, even in his present reduced condition, 
and the ancient friendship subsisting between his family and 
the Company, as well as the peculiar anxiety which I have 
manifested for his piospeiity and honoui, entitled me to ex- 
pect from him, in his intei course with the British Goveinment, 
a disposition of more candoui, integrity, and justice What- 
ever may be my disappomtment, it shall not influence my 
conduct m the event of any treaty of peace with Tippoo 
Sultaun 


See page 96 



1799 general HARRIS 519 

It IS evident, that, if the Peishwa, eithei fiom want of will 
or powei, shall continue neutral in the war, he cannot be 
entitled, on any giound of light, to share with the other 
allies the eventual advantages of the terms of peace 

My confident expectation is, that the allies will speedily 
leduce the vindictive spiiit of Tippoo Sultaun to submission 
without the aid of the Peishwa, and if that event should take 
place, notwithstanding the peiveise and forbidding policy of 
the Com t of Poonah, I shall not fail to secuie foi the Peishwa 
an equal pai ticipation with the othei allies in any cessions 
which may be enfoiced fiom Tippoo Sultaun I authoiize 
you to make this declaiation, in the most unequivocal teims, 
to the Peishwa and to Nana If even this declaiation shall 
fail to excite the Peishwa to employ eveiy piacticable efFoit 
to fulfil his defensive engagements with the Company, I trust 
it will, at least, seive to piove the dismteiested attachment of 
the Biitish Government to every bianch of the tuple alliance 
I am, &c 

Morning ION 


No CLXVII 

The Eml 0 / Moinmgton to Lteutenant-G( neial Hants 
Sir, Foit St Geoige, Apiil 3rd, 1799 

I take the eailiest oppoitunity of congiatulatingyou, on the 
impoitant success of the Troops undei youi Command en- 
gaged with Tippoo Sultaun’s Aimy on the 27tli, of March, 
and I request that you will signify to the Officeis and Men, 
who distinguished themselves on that day, my coidial appio- 
bation of theu sei vices 

It gives me paiticulai pleasiue to leain from you that the 
Nizam’s forces have conducted themselves with so much 
ciedit, and I must also request you, to convey my thanks to 
them, in the most public manner 

I am very happy to inform you, that Mis Hams is quite well, 
and highly pleased at this eaily instance of youi success I 
entertain no doubt that victoiy will continue to attend the 
powerful aimy undei youi Command. 

1 have the honoui to be, &c 

Mornington 
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Lieut -Gen Hat i is, to the Em I of Moi iwig ton 
My Lord, Camp before Seimgapatam April, 5tli, 1/99 

I have paiticuldi satisfaction m reporting to youi Loidship 
that the army under my command, encamped this morning 
befoie Seimgapatam , taking up the position, which with httle 
variation it will he expedient to occupy, till the Division undei 
Geneial Stuart joins me A strong detachment, commanded 
by Major General Floyd, marches to moirow moinmg to facili- 
tate the junction, and I take the occasion of addressing your 
Lordship, by what I consider as a safe channel of communi- 
cation, to lepoit generally what I have by various hucaiahs 
attempted to transmit to your Lordship as the Army advanced 
on its mai cli 

I left JCilIamungalum on the 10th of Maicli , and oui first 
movement shewed a veiy seiious deficiency in the Bullock 
department, paiticulaily in those attached to the Commissary 
General of Stores The succeeding march of the 12th, al- 
though short and with an intermediate day of halt, marked 
this deficiency more strongly, crippled m oui movements 
from this cause, oui marches have been tedious though short, 
our halts have been frequent and our progress has been slow, 
unremitting attention to every species of arrangement by whrch 
the stole department could be assisted or lightned, was in- 
dispensably necessary some losses were daily sustained The 
zeal of individuals was called forth with considerable advan- 
tage, and we have succeeded in surmounting these difliculties, 
and taking oui position befoie the capital of Mysore, with an 
ordnance equipment which I hope is amply sufiScient for its 
reduction 

The aimy marched by the route of Anicul, Talgautpo- 
lam, Caghdpoiam, Kankanhilly, and Sultanpett to Malavelly 
where I arrived on the morning of the 27th of March The 
army of Tippoo Sultaun occupying the heights beyond the 
town fiom which at about 10 o’clock he commenced a distant 
cannonade , some shot falling in the line marked for our camp, 
and a body of horse menacing the picquets of oui iio-ht, it 
became necessaiy to advance corps for their support, which 
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led to a geneial action The Infantiy line of the Enemy 
was on commanding giound in real of his aitilleiy His 
Cavaliy advanced iindei covei of his cannon, and a cutcheiie 
or Biigade of Infantiy was pushed foiwaid in fiont of each 
flank of his Line, mixed with many locket men The light 
wing of the aimy undei ray command foimed on the picquets 
of the light, Colonel Wellesley’s division, advanced fiom a 
consideiable distance on the left to attack the iiglit flank of 
the enemy, and Majoi Geneial Floyd with the 19th and two 
legiments of native cavaliy moved between these coips The 
25th diagoons and a native legnnent keeping in check a body 
of the enemy's cavaliy, which had assembled on oiu light, 
while the left wing of the aimy and a legiraent of native 
cavalry lemained halted to piotect oiu stoies and baggage. 
The weak state of the aitilleij bullocks consideiably retaided 
the advance and foimation of oui line, with, which they w'ere 
unable to keep pace A small body ofhoise, piofiting by this 
ciicumstance, made a daiing chaige on the 1st Euiopean 
biigade , they weie leceived with fiimness, and lepulsed with 
consideiable loss , then infantiy in fiont of oui light, being 
at the same time diiven fiom then position On the left, the 
coips of infantiy called the Ketim Ketchoie advanced on 
Colonel Wellesley’s column His Majesty’s 33id icgiment 
which opposed soon put them in confusion, and the cavaliy 
undei Majoi Geneial Floyd advancing at this moment to the 
chaige, cut them to pieces Siv colouis iveie taken The 
letreat of the enemy soon became geneial, then cannon were 
diawn oflf, and at two o’clock the action had entiiely ceased, 
OUI line halting on the heights whence theiis had been diiven 
a total want of watei pi eventing oni encamping there, the 
line letmned to the giound originally maiked foi its encamp- 
ment at Malavelly The loss of the enemy as collected fiom 
vaiious accounts leceived since the action, amounted to neai 
two thousand killed and wounded, a letuin of the casualties 
of this array is enclosed 

At an eaily peiiod of oui maich it had occuiied to me, that 
if it weie possible to cross the Caveiy, at a foid some distance 
below Seiingapatam, the nieasme might be attended with 
considerable advantage, by embaiiassmg the motions of the 
enemy, defeating the piepaiations he might ha\e made to 
oppose us on the Noithein side of the iivei, and facilitating 
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our communication with the aimy of Malabai and the foice 
under Colonel Blown and Read In addition to these induce- 
ments the ford was said to be easy, we had leason to hope 
the country was still undestioyed, and the southern part of 
Seiingapatani was consideied as the least capable of defence 
The destiuction of the tanks on the load fiom Malvelly to 
Aiakeeiy, lendeied an oblique movement towaids the Cavery 
less liable to suspicion than it might otherwise have been, and 
we ariived on the 29tli of Maich at Sosilly on the Cavery, 
before any measures had been taken to oppose our movement, 
by destioymg forage, oi driving off cattle, of which we heie 
procured a considerable supply The army crossed the river 
the next day without difficulty, and after halting on the 30th 
to aiiange oui departments, marched on the succeedmg 
moinmg towaids Hai welly, the weak state of our cattle, the 
baiien nature of the soil, the total desti uction of forage, which 
immediately followed our passage of the iivei, and the 
necessity for regulating our marches by the situation of water, 
the road leaving the iivei at some distance on the right, 
obliged us to make five maiches fiom Sosilly to our present 
camp, three of which have been in sight of Seimgapatam 
Numbers of horse have daily watched oui motions, but, al- 
though the ground was favourable, no attempt has been made 
to oppose our progress 

The detachment with Major General Floyd consists of H 
M 73id regiment, three Bengal and two coast battalions of 
Sepoys with then guns, and one regiment of European and 
three of native cavalry, with then gallopci guns , and a paity 
of the Nizam’s horse During the absence of this par ty, I shall 
be employed in preparing materials for the moie active ope- 
ration of the siege, which will commence with the junction of 
General Stuart’s foice and I am happy to add that on this side 
of the iivei, I apprehend no want of materials for the siege 
We have a sufficient stock of provisions to subsist the troops 
beyond the time, when the union of our forces, from the op- 
posrte coasts may enable me to spare an army of sufficient 
force, to cover our communication with the stations, whence 
oui supplies are prepared to join us, the cattle now with the 
camp must in the mean time suffer greatly, but this is no longer 
an object of consequence 

Numbers of people are employed on this side of Seiinga- 
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patam, in lepaiiing the foil It seems to us to lequne all 
then lahoui, appealing to be m a veiy impel feet state * 

I cannot conclude ■without expiessmg to youi LoiJship, in 
the stiongest teims, the obligations I feel myself undei to 
Meei Allum Bahadui, loi the piomptitude ivith winch he has 
in eveiy instance met my wishes in the coopeiation, lequiied 
fiom the foices of His Highness the Nizam Then aid in 
tianspoiting the shot, has been of the gieatest use, and it is 
an act of justice due to Captain Malcolm, to lepoit to youi 
Loi dship that his unceasing zeal, in pointing out the mannei 
in which the contingent could piomote the common cause 
of the allies, has been equalled only by the cheaiful leadiness 
shewn by Meer Allum, in adopting liis suggestions 
I have the honoi to be. 

My Loid, 

Youi Loidship’s most obedient 

and faithful Servant, 
George Harris. 


No CLXIX 

The Em I of Momington to Colonel IFilliam Palinti 
Sir, Foit St Gcoige, 7th April, I7a9 

Howevei piopei it might be on geneial grounds that you 
should accompany the Peisliwa in the event ol his being 
obliged to letiie fioin Poonali, yet as it is to be appieliended 
that your doing so might lead to an inteiiuption of the com- 
munication between Bombay and the othei Piesidencies, 
which it IS of peculiar impoitance to maintain in the present 
conjunctuie, I must desiie that you will suspend the execu- 
tion of that measure, m the event of the Peisliwa’s flight, 
until you shall leceive my fuithei instructions on the subject 
I am, &c , 

Mornington 


* Lord Coimvallis’s attack was duected to the northern side of the 
Fort of Sermgapatam, Tippoo thcrefoie expected Geneial Hanis to make 
his attack on the same quartei, wheie he had prepaied means of lesist- 
ance, hut Geneial Haiiis’s most judicious and able movement to the 
soiitheiii side of the Fort, had all the effect of a suiprise, and entirely 
disconcerted Tippoo’s plans of defence 
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No CLXX 

Lieut -Gen Hams to the Bail of Moimngton 
My Lord, Camp befoie Seiin^apatatn, 7tli April, 1799 

After crossing the Cauveiy on the 30th ultimo at Sosilly, 
where the army halted the next day, I advanced hy easy 
marches to this place, and took up my position within two 
miles south-west of Seiingapatam without opposition On 
the 5th of this month, wishing to occupy the post wheie Gen 
Abeiciomhy’s picquets were attacked in 1793, and the large 
tope and village of Sultanpetta, both were attacked the 
night of oui arrival, hut owing (in gieat ineasuie) to the 
daikness of the night, the attack on the fiist only was par- 
tially successful We sustained some loss from the fiie of the 
enemy, which continued heavily till late next morning, when 
the posts weie again attacked with pci feet and lapid success 
They give this army a very stiong position, and gieatly con- 
fine that of the enemy Major Cohn Campbell, of the 1st 
native regiment, Lieutenant George Nivon, and Tulla, of the 
IStli , and Fitzgerald, of the 33id, were killed, in these 
attacks Lieutenants R Nixon arid King of his Majesty’s 13th 
regiment, and Brooke of Bengal artillery, wounded Gen 
Floyd inarched on the morning of the Gth to join General 
Stuart, with his mfantiy and four cavalry corps, twenty field- 
pieces, and a body of the Nizam’s horse This force I con- 
sider superior to any thing that can be opposed to it by the 
enemy The army has now taken up its position for the 
siege 

George Harris 


No CLXXI 

The Earl of Moi mngton to the lion Jonathan Duncan 
Sir, Foit St Geoige, 7tli Apul, 1799 

Although I have already addressed to you my public con- 
gratulations upon the brilliant and impoitant victory gamed 
by Lieut -General Stuart over the flower of the army of 
Mysore, commanded by Tippoo Sultaun in person, on the 
Gth of March, I cannot omit the repetition of my sense of the 
honour of that day in this piivate communication 
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The meiits of Generals Stuart and Hartley, as well as of 
Colonel Montiesoi and the other officers have seldom been 
equalled and never surpassed rn Indta, and the most happy 
consequences may be expected from thrs early and decisrve 
success, not only in bringing the present war to a speedy and 
honourable conclusion, but in establishing the character of 
our arms among the refractory inhabitants of Malabar We 
may reasonably hope that the effects of this victory will long 
be felt in the dejection of Tippoo’s adherents on that coast, 
and among our subjects in the settlement of tranquillity and 
order on peimanent foundations 

You will have learnt with satisfaction by the extiaoidinaiy 
Gazette for v aided fiom hence, that Tippoo Sultaiin’s army 
met with an equally waim reception fiom General Harris on 
the 37th of Mai ch To this intelligence I have the satisfac- 
tion to be able to add, that all my private accounts fiom Gen 
Haiiis’s army leave no doubt that the whole of that immense 
equipment will leach Seiingapatam in time to commence the 
siege under circumstances which must render the fall of the 
place inevitable, unless prevented by the previous submission 
of the enemy This is the universal opinion of every officer 
of experience and judgment m the army 

I shall take an opportunity hereafter of communicating to 
you the teims of peace on which I am resolved to insist 

I appioved your instructions to Agha Abul Hussun, sent 
on a mission to Scind, m consequence of my former sug- 
gestion 

The prospect of establishing a British factory in that coun- 
try appears to me to be a very desuable object, not so much 
with a view to commercial as to political advantages I, 
therefore, wish that you should by all means encourage the 
favourable disposition of Futteh Ah Khan, and endeavour, if 
possible, to settle a factory in Scind Whenever such a fac- 
tory shall be established your attention will of course be 
directed to facilitate the means of communication with it, as 
the most probable mode of obtaining authentic information 
relating to Zemaun Shah I do not sec the necessity of en- 
ter ing into any engagements with Futteh Ah Khan, which 
might hereafter impose on us the obligation of supporting 
him against Zemaun Shah byanyfuither exertion than by 
furnishing him with arms and ammunition. To this extent 
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I authoiize you to aifoid him whatevei assistance may appeal 
necessary Assistance of this nature will, piohahly, be suffi- 
cient to induce hun to admit a Biitish factoiy , but if the fac- 
toiy cannot be established otherwise than by contracting 
extensive engagements for the eventual support of Futteh 
Ah, the object must be relinquished 

I entirely approve your plan of raising a corps for ganison 
duty at Bombay On this subject I would only suggest two 
consideiations which I wish you to heep in view iii any mi- 
htaiy association or militia corps which either has been or may 
be foinied under your Government Fust, the necessity of 
inamtaming, in the fullest extent, the unqualihed right of 
youi Government to command the personal sei vices of all its 
subjects in the event of danger to the Presidency 
Secondly, to admit no constitution or establishment of any 
military corps which shall exempt it from the constant con- 
tioul of Government, as well in the appointment of officeis, 
as in every matter of discipline and suboidination An at- 
tention to these principles is essentially necessary to the 
pieseivation of the authority and vigour of Government 
And it is not difficult to conciliate these principles with every 
degree of encouragement to the voluntary zeal and loyalty of 
the subject I have found no impediment in establishing the 
militia at Calcutta under a system which, equally secures the 
power of Government and the ease and honour of the indivi- 
duals serving m the militia 

I observe a complaint of the general ignorance of the junior 
servants, sent to the coast of Malahai, m the native lan- 
guages I wish to receive from you a paiticulai lepoit on 
this subject, accompanied by the suggestion of such legula- 
tions as may appear to you most eligible for the pmpose of 
encouraging and enforcing the study of the native languages 
among the jumoi servants of your Presidency, 

I leceived with much gratitude your offer of assistance at 
Benares, and I consider your readiness to return to your 
former station in that country as a strong proof of your zeal 
for the public service I need not assure you that I shall 
most wilhngly accept the offer of your services, if upon my 
return to Bengal I should find it necessary to call for them 
You are aware that the arrangement could not be made in 
the_only ^manner m which it could he acceptable to you with- 
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out a total dlteiation of the judicial and othei establishments 
now existing at Benares I have appointed Mi Vandeihey- 
den to succeed to Mi Cheiiy’s station, and I have great 
hopes that under Mr Vanderheyden the present system may 
answer the desirable end of composing the unhappy commo- 
tions which have lately disturbed the peace of that country 
If my hopes should be disappointed I shall not foiget youi 
obliging and public spurted offer 

I entirely approve youi proceedings with lespect to the 
Flench supposed to have been at Muscat, and I cannot re- 
commend to you more earnestly than I feel the absolute 
necessity of keeping a most vigilant eye on the pioceedings 
of any Fieiich who may arrive in Peisia, oi on youi side of 
India 

I am veiy glad to hear of youi intention to visit the coast 
of Malabai in October I should hope, at an early per lod, to 
receive a full statement of the actual condition of that pio- 
vmce, as well as of the means of improving its system of 
police and levenue I suspect that your present settlement 
IS founded upon a principle wholly iiieconcileable with the 
tianquillity of the country It appears to me that we have 
not kept faith with the different Rajahs and Chieftains ac- 
cording to the terms on which we leceived the country at the 
conclusion of the last war with Mysore You will set me 
right if I have conceived an erroneous opinion on the subject , 
but if the fact be as I suppose, you may be assured that I 
shall be leady to lepaii the breach which has been made in 
the national faith at any expense, being convinced that it 
will evei be impossible to intioduce order into any coun- 
tiy in contempt of the confidence and respect of the inhabi- 
tants 

I wish you to understand that I shall always be happy to 
receive fiom your Government the fullest details, either pub- 
lic 01 jnivate, relating to your local department, with this 
single reservation, that youi communications shall not be 
given in a manner either to impede the prompt execution of 
those measuies which I deem necessary for the public ser- 
vice, 01 to diaw me into any controversial public coriespon- 
dence in defence of my own orders With my most cordial 
assurance of every sentiment of personal confidence, and of 
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every disposition to assist you mthe discliaige of the impoit- 
ant duties confided to youi paiticular caie, 

I have the honoui to be, Sii, 

with the highest lespect and esteem, 
youi most faithful Seivant, 

Mornington 


No CLXXII. 

Ftom Lieut -Geneial Hams to the Bail of Moinmgton, enclosing a Letter 
f cm Tippoo Sultmn to Genei al Hai i is, i ccetved the ’)ik Api tl , md his 
answer 

My Loud, Camp before Scringapatam, Apul, 1799 

I this morning received a letter of the 6th, fiom Genei al 
Stuait, who was to maich on the 7th, in consequence of a 
lettei he had leceived fioni me, of the 4'th, infoi nung him oi the 
intended inaich of Gen Floyd’s detachment, which I tiust will 
join the Bombay aimy this day, neai Peiiapalam I expect 
then united force heie the Hth instant I also this day re- 
ceived a lettei fiom Tippoo Sultaun, a copy of which and of 
my pioposed answei is mclosed The peisons who hi ought 
It were infoimed that “ a leply would be sent when neces- 
sary ” Nothing else has occurred deserving of report. 

George Harris 
Btom Tippoo Sultaun to Genei al Hams 
The Goveinoi-Geneial Lord Moinington, Behaudei, sent 
me a lettei, copy of which is enclosed You will 
undeistand it I have adheied fiimly to tieaties, what 
then is the meaning of the advance of the English aimies and 
the occurrence of hostilities Inform me What need I say 
moie '> 

Fi om Genet al Hat t is to Tippoo Sultaun 

10th Apiil, 1799 

Youi lettei enclosing copies of the Goveinoi-Geneial’s letter 
has been received Foi the advance of the English and 
Allied armies and foi the actual hostilities, I lefei you to the 
several letteis of the Go veinoi -General, which are sufficiently 
explanatory on the subject 
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The E<nl of Morning ton to the Comtmssionei s of Mtdabm 
Gentlemen, Fort St Geoige, lOtli April, 1799 

The details contained in yom letters of the 12th and 17th 
Januaiy, of the measuies which had then been adopted, under 
my 01 dels, foi the puipose of establishing laige magazines of 
giain in the distiictof Cooiga, affoided me the highest satis- 
faction, and the distinguished success of those measuies, as le- 
poited in youi subsequent advices, has suipassed my most 
sanguine expectation 

The zeal and ability, with which this nnpoitant seivice has 
been executed, leflect the highest ciedit on all the civil and 
mihtaiy officeis concerned in conducting it My paiticulai 
appiobation and acknowledgements aie due on this occasion to 
Majoi-Geneial Hartley, to Mi Uthoff and to Capt Mahony 
The Rajah of Cooiga has seconded my views, and the ex- 
eitions of the Company’s servants on this occasion, with a de- 
gree of spmt, eneigy, and fidelity, which confiim the high 
chaiactei he had justly obtained m the late wai I have 
expiessed my sense of his zealous attachment and honouiable 
services in a letter to him, which will be foiwaided to you by 
the Peisian tianslatoi, with a copy foi youi infoimation I 
think It piopei to appiise you that I have deteimined, (as a 
testimony of the satisfaction which his conduct has afibi ded 
me, and with a view of encouiagmg the mutation of his 
example among the othei tiibiitoiies ol the Company,) to le- 
linquish the tiibute at present payable by the Rajah, and to 
substitute some annual acknowledgment of the Company’s 
claim to his allegiance The Government of Bombay will 
receive the necessaiy dnections fiom me for giving effect to 
this aiiangement 

I have no doubt that the exertions of the Rajah to collect 
grain foi the use of the aimy will be continued, (as long as they 
shall be necessaiy) with the same spirit which has hitheito 
distinguished them , and I am equally confident that those 
exertions will be ably and zealously seconded by you, and by 
those undei yoiu oideis on the coast of Malabai 

I appiove your appointment of Captain Mahony to be resi- 
dent with the Rajah of Coorga , and the msti uctions with which 
you furnished Captain Mahony on that occasion 
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In one of youi letteis which is without date, but which 
appeals to have been written about the 5th ot Mnich, you 
have thought it necessaiy to assuieme, after a lepiesentation 
of the defenceless state of the province of Malabai , “ that 
you aie disposed to submit to tempoiaiy inconveinencies, and 
evils, even to a consideiable extent, lather than pin chase pre- 
sent tianquilhty at the expense of making peunanent saciihces 
eitliei to Tippoo Sultaun, oi any of the native Chiefs of Mala- 
bar, of a natuie unbecoming the dignity or iightful inteiesta 
of the Company ” 

Enteitaining the high sense winch I have already expressed 
of youi merits in the discharge of yoiii proper duties, I am 
concerned to be under the necessity of observing that the 
tenor of this passage is utterly incompatible with the depend- 
ent and subordinate nature of the commission under which 
you act It is youi duty to submit implicitly to whatever 
mconveniencies may result from the execution of the orders 
proceeding from the superior authorities of the British 
Government in India, and arising not from partial or local, but 
fiom geneial and compiehensive views of the public interests 
Your authority is not competent in any case, or for any 
purpose whatever, to make either a permanent or a temporary 
sacrifice of the rights, digmty, or inter sts of the Company to 
Tippoo Sultaun or to any other power 

It is my duty to call your attention to any point in which 
you may appear to have formed an erroneous opinion of the 
limits or nature of your powers, and I now dischaige that 
duty with a full conviction of the uprightness of your inten- 
tions, and of your sincere zeal for the promotion of the public 
service 

I appiove the letters despatched by your Resident to the 
Pychy Rajah and to Yemaun Naii, of which copies weie 
enclosed in youi letter of the 16th Maich, and I concui in 
opinion with you, that those peisons aie not likely to aid the 
cause of Tippoo Sultaun, paiticulaily after the defeat winch 
that Prince has lately sustained from the aimy under the 
command of General Stuait Accordingly, I am happy to 
think that the tranquillity of the province of Malabai will not 
be disturbed by the open or seciet movements of those 
Noirs 

I entirely agree with you in your construction of the letter 
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fiom Ayappin to the Rajah of Cooiga, •icopy 
enclosed in youi despatch of the 25th March , 
will signify to the Rajah ot Cooiga, that I have ' 
the utmost contempt and indignation, this weakjai,^ 
attempt of Tippoo Sultaun to cast doubts upon the ( 

Ally, whose attachment, fortitude, wisdom, and inte^j 
secured the affection and adirriiatioii of the 
ment 

I entiiely approve the spurt and substance of theS 
tions contained in the extract of your President’s 
Resident with the Rajah of Cooiga, under date the 
and enclosed in your despatch of the same date It 
anxious desiie that you should continue to recommend sentt* 
ments of humanity and moderation, not only to the Rajah of 
Cooiga but to all the other tributaries of the company on the 
coast of Mdlabai, whenever the occasion may admit of your 
interposition to mitigate the unavoidable calamities of war 
I am. Gentlemen, &c 

Mornington 



No CLXXIV 

Mq)0i -Genet (tl Floyd to the EatloJ Motmngton 
My Lord, Camp at Penapatam, Apiil lOtli, 1799 

As it IS possible General Haiiis’s despatches may not have 
reached you, I beg leave to give a short statement of events, 
as far as have come to my knowledge 

On the 27th of March the enemy was seen, in force, on 
the high ground west of Malavilly General Harris, with the 
light wing, attacked the enemy in front Two regiments of 
cavalry supported Colonel Wellesley, with the Nizam’s army, 
took a most judicious situation on the enemy’s right flank, 
and attacked it, and threw it into confusion I was observmg, 
with three regiments of cavalry, between the right flank of 
Colonel Wellesley and the left of General Hams, and 
chaiged and destroyed a great number of the enemy’s infan- 
tiy, taking six stands of colours About the same period, a 
number of the enemy’s horse had chaiged the European bri- 
gade of the right wing , several of them were killed, and the 
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lestflecl, the iiifantiy aLo weie lepulsed by oms, and the 
whole letiied out of om leach It seems, fiom subsequent 
accounts, that about 500 wounded men leached the enemy’s 
camp, and that then loss was about 2000 men Om loss 
amounted to about 7 oi 8 killed, and about 40 wounded — 
and about 45 hoises killed and wounded No officei killed, 
and foul only wounded I have no copy of the letmn by me 
On the 29th Maich the army encamped at Sosilly, on the 
bank of the Cavtiy Heie we found a gieat collection of 
inhabitants, and cattle, and iice, and a good deal of paddy 
and other grain The aimy was consideiably lefieshed 
30th of March, the army had all ciossed the iivei at a good 
ford 

5th of Apiil, the aimy took its situation before Seiingapa- 
tam at the west point of the fort That nigllt Lieut -Colonel 
Shawe took possession of a post between seventeenand eighteen 
hundred yards horn the fort An attack was also made by 
Colonel Wellesley on a tope, but the tioops were withdiawn 
on 0111 part — a spent ball, as I have heaid, stiiick the Colonel 
on the knee, hut it did not prevent his walking 
6th Apiil, early m the morning, I maiched off foi Peiia- 
patam with four legmients of cavalry, one legiment European 
(73d,) and five battahons native infantry, and about 2000 of 
the Nizam’s hoise All last night, and most of this day, 
there was a continued peal of small aims, and, occasionally, 
heavy guns We still hear heavy guns at intervals, but I 
have no account whatevei since we left the aimy 

8th Apiil, I encamped at Peiupatam My signals were 
answered, and I had communication with General Stuait that 
night 

9th Apiil, I rode over to General Stuait, and aftei some 
aiiangements, returned to camp, immediately a consideiable 
numbei of the enemy’s horse appeared, and hovered round 
most of the day without efFectmg anything, but with some 
slight loss on their pait 

10th April, Geneial Stuait joined me this day, with nee 
and some other articles for between 30 and 40 days for his 
army, and a quantity of militaiy stoies We proceed to-mor- 
row to join the aimy at Seiingapatam, and shall piobably 
reach it in five maiches Having no cypher I lefiain from 
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some paiticuldis, the tioops die, in geneidl, healthy, and in 
high spiiits, and full of good will 

I have the hoiioui to be, 

with gieat lespect, my Loid, 
yom most obedient and humble Seivant, 

J Floyd, M G 

On my rnai clung fiom hence to-moiiow, the communication 
will be entuely closed on this side 


No CLXXV. 

77/t Euil of Mouimgton to Liiut-GintuU Hams 
Sir, Fmt St Geoige, 17th of Apiil, 1799 

I had yesteiday the satisfaction to leceive your lettei of 
the 7th instant, and I congiatulate you on the complete suc- 
cess with which you have established youi position foi the 
siege of Seiingapatam 

I appiove and admire the judgment and alaciity which 
maik the detachment of the foice undei Geneial Floyd on 
the same morning on which you established yoiu posts, by 
the action you desciibe 

The position which you have taken, among othei acUan- 
tages, is highly impoitant in the facility which it would alFoid 
you of detaching a foice against any body of Fiench which 
might effect a landing on the Malabar coast, eithei befoie oi 
duiing the approaching monsoon I tiust that oui gieat 
naval supeiioiity will seeme us from this dangei , but you 
will leain fiom Geneial Stuait that I have consideied the 
possibility of the event, and have been anxious to provide 
against it. I wish you to give the mattei youi joint and 
serious consideiation 

I beg you will ofFei my heaity thanks to those officeis and 
coips who distinguished themselves in the attacks of the 5th 
and 6th instant 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Mornington 
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No CLXXVI 

The Earl of Mouiington to his Ewcellency Sir Alured Clarke 
My Dear Sir, St George, 17th April, 1799 

I have just received the communication which you mstiucted 
Ml Bailow to make to me on the subject of the message ad- 
dressed to you by Shums-ud-dowlah. 

I entirely approve your judgment m leferung so delicate 
and impoitant a question to my decision Whatevei tempo- 
rary inconveniences may occasionally result from the delay 
incident to such lefeiences, the principle on which they are 
founded ought to be strictly observed in all cases of great 
moment It is equally ceitain that no disadvantages can 
arise fiom such a system of precaution which will not ulti- 
mately be overbalanced by its general benefits and permanent 
effects. The mam spring of such a machine as the Govein- 
inent of India can never be safely touched by any other hand 
than that of the principal mover 
I am persuaded that you have taken the proper steps to 
secure Calcutta agamst the danger of a sudden attack from 
the river. If the Imaum should assist General Buonaparte 
(whom I believe to be still m Egypt, with 17 or 18,000 men,) 
then object would be to sail directly up the Hoogly, and to 
surprize Calcutta 

I am concerned to observe the slow pi ogress made by 
Majoi-General Stuart agamst Vizier Air and his banditti. I 
scarcely know a point of more importance to our interests m 
India than the capture or death of that young assassin, and 
the early dispersion of his followers 

I am, &c 

Mornington. 


No CLXXVII 

The Bail of Moimngton to the Couit of Diiectws 
Honourable Sirs, Fort St George, 20tli April, 1799 

I now proceed to submit to you a detail of the operations 
of the armies m Mysore. 

The aimy of Bombay, under the command of Lieutenant 
General Stuart, marched from Cananoie on the 21st of Feb , 
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ariived at the head of the Poodicheiium Ghaut on the 25th 
of the same month, and took post at Sedapoie and Sedaseie 
on the 2nd of Maich, foi the protection of the laige supplies 
which had been collected at Veiajunder Pett, in the distiict 
of Cooiga Fiom these positions, on Lieutenant-Geneial 
Haiiis’s appioach, Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait intended to 
foim a junction with the army of Madras 

The aimy of Madias, undei the command of Lieutenant- 
Geneial Hams, entered the teiiitoiy of Mysoie on the 6th of 
Maich, and its opeiations commenced hy the leduction of 
seveial foits upon the fiontier Some of these foits surr 
lendered without any lesistance, and none of them weie 
defended i\ith spirit, although the Sultaun appeals, fiom the 
impioved establishment on which he had placed then gam- 
sons, to have piovided as well as he could foi a diffeient 
result 

The progress of the aimy of Madias, owing to its ample 
equipments m every department, paiticulaily m that of the 
ordnance necessaiy for the siege of Seimgapatam, was una- 
voidably slow Its movements, howevei, weie but little im- 
peded by the enemy. Considei able bodies of hoise hoveied 
about its line of maich, but without any other effect than 
that of lendeiing the communication with the Company’s tei- 
iitoiies extiemely difficult Some paities of hoise attacked 
the Nizam’s contingent, and his Highness’s cavaliv are 
repoited by Geneial Hams to have conducted themselves 
with gieat spirit, a ciicumstance which may paitly be attri- 
buted to the impiovements lecently introduced into the disci- 
pline and estabhshments of his Highness’s cavahy at the 
lecommendation of the Biitish Resident under my instruc- 
tions. 

At the peiiod when the aimy of Madias entered Mysore, 
Tippoo Sultaun was supposed to be encamped in the vicinity 
of Maddoor, and to be piepaiing to move in the direction of 
Bangalore for the purpose of opposing the progress of the 
Madias army, in the event of Lieutenant-Geneial Hams 
actually passing the fiontiei But it soon appealed that 
although the Sultaun had so recently affected a disposition to 
admit an embassy from the Biitisli Government, he had pro- 
bably no other view than to conceal the design which he had 
formed of stiikmg a sudden and eaily blow against the array 
von, 1 2 M 
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of Bombay For without allowing me the same time to 
answei his last letter which he had taken foi replying to those 
addressed by me to him, and without waiting to heai of the 
actual commencement of hostilities on the pait of the Bntish 
Government, he came to the lesolutioii of attacking the army 
of Bombay then assembled beyond the line of his frontiei, in 
the district of Cooiga, undei the command of Lieut -General 
Stuait 

Foi this puipose Tippoo, taking with him the flower of his 
army, appeals to have maiched fiom his camp neai Cenapa- 
tam, on the 28th of Fehiuary, (when General Han is was still 
within the Company’s teiiitoiies,) and moving rapidly in the 
diiection of Peiiapatam, to have aiiived theie on the morn- 
ing of the 5th of Mai ch, (being the same day on which Lieu- 
teiiant-Gen Harris enteied Mysore on the eastern fiontiei ) 

On the 6th of March Tippoo Sultaun passed Ins own fron- 
tier, and attacked a detachment of the aimy of Bombay, un- 
der the command of Lieut -Gen Stuait, the total stiength of 
whose entne aimy did not amount to moie than 6000 fighting 
men The attack of the Sultaun’s foice was resisted by a 
body not e-?ceeding 2,000 men, and the Sultaun’s army was 
finally defeated and totally dispersed, before Geneial Stuart 
could collect the whole of his divided foice It is with infi- 
nite satisfaction that I enclose for the infoimation of yoiu 
honouiable Comt the paper maiked No 1, containing Gen 
Stuait’s account of this brilliant and important action which 
took place at Sedaseie on the 8th of March ^ 

After this signal defeat, Tippoo letieated precipitately to 
his camp at Peiiapatam, and remained there until the 11th of 
March without making any fuithei attempt to molest the 
aimy The loss sustained by Tippoo’s army on the 6th of 
Maich appears to have amounted to neai 2,000 killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, which included seveial officeis of 
rank, and some of consideiable distinction That sustained 
by the army of Bombay will appear in Lieut -General Stuart’s 
letter 

Adverting to the gieat dispiopoition of numbers, and to 
other circumstances of disadvantage, I am confident thatyoui 
honourable Couit will be of opinion, that the conduct and 
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success of the aimy of Bombay on that day has seldom been 
equalled, and nevei sui passed in India 

Undei this impiession I take the hbeity of recommending 
to your favouiable notice the several officers and corps 
named by Lieut -General Stuait, in his letter of the 8th of 
March,* and I am anxious to request your particulai atten- 
tion to the distinguished conduct of Lieut -General Stuart 
and Majoi -General Haitley, as well as of Lieut -Colonel 
Montiesoi and of Lieut -Colonel Dunlop Majoi-General 
Haitley had alieady received a public testimony of my parti- 
culai appiobation of his extiaordinaiy meiit in collecting 
stoies and piovisions in the distiict of Cooiga, previously to 
the aiiival of Geneial Stuait on the coast of Malabai 

Tippoo letuined fiom Peiiapatam to Sermgapatam, and 
ariiving at the latter place on the Hth of March, moved fiom 
thence immediately to meet Lieut -Gen. Hams and the aiiny 
of Madras. 

Lieut -General Hams had advanced on the 26th of March 
to a position between Sultanpett and Malavelly, having met 
with no consideiable impediment fiom the enemy The ene- 
my made their appearance in foice on that day, but without 
attempting to disturb our army On the 27th of March, 
when the aimy reached its ground at Malavelly, Tippoo 
opened a distant cannonade upon it, which, though at fiist 
disregarded by Lieut -Geneial Hams, ultimately led to a 
geneial engagement, m which the enemy was completely 
defeated, and driven fi om every post which he attempted to 
maintain oui loss on this occasion was very inconsidei able, 
only seven lank and file bemg killed, and a few men (includ- 
ing four officers) wounded, while that of the enemy is sup- 
posed to have amounted to near 700 

I lefer youi honourable Court to Lieut.-Geneial Hams’s 
letter of the 27th of March, )■ which forms part of the enclo- 
sure No 1, for a more particular account of this important 
victory, requestmg also your attention to the merits of the 
several officers and coips distinguished by the notice of 
Lieut -Geneial Harris 

Geneial Harris marched on the 28th a few miles to the 
southward of Malavelly, without the least interruption from 
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the enemyj fiom whence it may be infeired that Tippoo Sul- 
taun was consideiahly dispiiitecl by the defeat which he had 
sustained on the pieceding day, added to the pievious suc- 
cess obtained over him by the army of Bombay. 

On the 29th of Maich Geneial Harris happily accom- 
plished a movement which must have gieatly astonished and 
disconcerted the enemy instead of pioceedmg in the direc- 
tion of Aiakeiiy and Karagat, Lieut -Gen Hams suddenly 
turned towaids the River Caveiy, where finding a fold at 
some distance above the junction of the Caveiy and Copany, 
he immediately crossed the Caveiy with a pait of his aimy, 
and occupied strong positions on both banks of that river, at 
the distance of about fifteen miles from Seringapatam This 
movement was also made without the least opposition on the 
part of the enemy, who mdeed does not seem to have enter- 
tained the most distant suspicion of the British General’s 
design 

Loid Cornwalhs, at a more advanced period of the yeai, 
having in vain sought foi a practicable ford to the southward 
of Seringapatam, Tippoo probably concluded that Lieut - 
General Hams would have pursued his Lordship’s route to 
the fold of Caniambaddy, northward of Seringapatam, for the 
purpose of effecting a junction from thence with the army of 
Bombay It is difficult to account otherwise for Tippoo’s 
maction while General Harris executed this arduous and 
important movement 

The advantages of the position thus acquued by General 
Hams must prove considerable In addition to the imme- 
diate acquisition of cattle and foiage, it must facilitate the 
junction with the army of Bombay , it must affoid additional 
secuiity to the abundant magazines which have been formed 
in the Cooiga country, and favoui the safe approach of our 
convoys from the southern districts, and from the Bariamahl 
by the pass of Coveiipoiam , and it promises to open to our 
army that range of forage, situated to the southward of Se- 
Tingapatam, which Tippoo seems to have reseived for the 
consumption of his own army 

Lieut.-General Harris, with his whole army, having crossed 
the Cavery on the 30th of March, halted near the village of 
Soselly on the 31st, on the 1st of April he moved towaids 
Seringapatam, and on the 5th encamped two miles south- 
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west of that city, having expeiienced no opposition fiom the 
enemy since the S7th of Maich. On the morning of the 6th 
of Apiil, after an engagement in which the enemy appeals to 
have made considerable resistance, Lieut.-Genei al Hams 
took possession of Sultanpetta and an adjacent tope or grove, 
and about the same time Majoi -General Floyd, with a strong 
detachment, was sent to effect a junction with the aimy of 
Bombay on the morning of the 6th of Apiil Lieut.-General 
Stuait received at Sedapoie a note from Lieut -Gen Hams, 
announcing the arrival of the lattei al Sermgapatam, and 
also signifying that Major-General Floyd was to be detached 
fiom the army of Madias on the 6th of April for the puipose 
already stated In consequence of this intelligence, Lieut - 
General Stuait had deteimmed to march fiom Sedapoie to 
Sedaseie on the 7th of April, and it is piobable that the 
junction of the aimy of Bombay with the detachment under 
the command of Major -Geneial Floyd was effected on the 
8th in the neighbourhood of Periapatam The last accounts 
received by me from General Harris are dated on the 7tli 
instant, when he states that he had taken up his position foi 
the siege of Seringapatam 

Tippoo Sultaun, on the 7th of April, had not letuined any 
answei to my letter of the 22nd of Febiuaiy, noi had he 
manifested any disposition to piopose a negotiation Lieut.- 
General Hai ns is instructed to propose preliminary ai tides 
of peace to the Sultaun before the British batteiies shall be 
opened against Seringapatam 

While Geneial Plains was advancing towards Senngapa- 
tam, Lieut -Colonel Read was employed m reducing the 
country to the northwaid of Ryakottah PIis operations 
were mtended to have embraced a wide range, and he had 
made considerable progiess in them, when the more urgent 
service of convoying to the aimy the large supplies which 
were collected in the Barramahl, made it necessaiy foi him 
to change the direction of his march Pie is now drawing 
together in the vicinity of Coveiyporam the numeious biinjai- 
iies and other supplies intended foi the aimy encamped 
before Seringapatam, which place it is hoped he may be able 
to reach early in May 

To the southward of the Cainatic and of Mysore, Lieut.- 
Col Browne, at the head of a lespectable detachment, began 
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his operations by the reduction of Cariooi, which surren- 
dered to him, without any seiious lesistance, on the 5th of 
April On the 8th he sent a detachment against Eirode, 
and maiched himself on the 9th to leduce Aiavacourchy 
He would, however, be obliged to suspend his intended ope- 
rations in the distiict of Coimbatooi, and to unite Ins detach- 
ment to that of Col Read, with the view of forming a force 
sufficiently stiong to give due protection to the large and 
important supplies proceeding to Seringapatam 

Aiavacourchy, which had been considerably strengthened 
since last war, surrendered to Lieut.-Col Brown on the 10th 
instant 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 

P S 22nd April, 1799 — ^After closing my lettei I had the 
satisfaction to leceive despatches from Generals Hams and 
Stuart 

I congiatulate your honourable Court on the successful 
junction of the detachment under General Floyd with the 
army of Bombay The final junction of the whole army of 
Bombay with the army before Seringapatam was expected to 
take place about the 13th instant It may be safely affirmed 
not to be m the power of Tippoo, even materially, to retard 
this junction, which, when effected, must excite a serious 
alarm in the mind of the Sultaun for the safety of his capital 
if not of his person 

Your honourable Court will perceive that Lieut -General 
Hams, in his progress to Seringapatam, encounteied the 
same difficulties which weie experienced by Loid Cornwallis 
from the failure of the cattle provided for the service of the 
army, which, although amply sufficient in pomt of number at 
the commencement of the expedition, appeal to have rapidly 
decieased on the enhance of the army into Mysore , the cli- 
mate and watei of that country aie represented to be 
extremely unfavouiable to the cattle of the Carnatic The 
delay which arose from this unavoidable contingency seems 
to have been considerable , but youi honoui able Coui t will, 
no doubt, view with satisfaction the spurt and fiimness with 
which this difficulty was met by the Commandei-in-Chief, 
and the zealous exertion of the whole army by which he was 
enabled to proceed on his march. 
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No CLXVIII 

The Earl of Morningtun to the Seci et Committee of the Honourable Court 
of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort St George, 22nd Apnl, 1799 

The distinctions in the Government of Poonah have in- 
creased to such a degiee as to pieclude all hope of assistance 
in the wai with Tippoo Sultaun, fiom that quaitei On the 
othei hand, howevei, this state of confusion in the Mahiatta 
empire equally prevents the possibility of any attempt against 
your interests 

The sudden flight of Vizier Ah fiom Benaies having ena- 
bled the magistrate of that city to secuie the papers of the 
assassin, a scene of the utmost importance to youi interests 
has been disclosed by the examination of those authentic 
documents Copies of the several papers which fell into our 
hands were tiansmitted to me, and under my orders severfil 
persons involved in the designs ol Vizier Ah have been ap- 
prehended in different paits of the provinces The inspec- 
tion of their papeis has led to further discoveries, and al- 
though I cannot yet communicate to you a detailed account of 
the nature and objects of the designs and the views of those 
who have been apprehended or of their chief, I am already in 
possession of sufficient evidence to prove that a conspuacy 
had been foimed foi the purpose not only of restoring Vizier 
Ah to the thione of Oude, but also of favouring the imasipn 
of Zemaun Shah, and of expelling the English nation from 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onssa 
The leaders of the conspiracy having been apprehended, and 
every precaution having been taken to prevent disorder or tu- 
mult, I do not expect that any of the intended objects of the 
conspiiatois can now be effected It appears more probable, 
that the pi emature disclosure of the conspiracy, and the sea- 
sonable measures which have been taken for averting its evil 
consequences, will disconcert and intimidate such accom- 
plices as may happen to elude the vigilance of Government 
But the complexion of this transaction leads to serious 
reflections on the condition of your possessions in Bengal ^nd 
the provinces The defective state of the police m tjip pi o- 
vmces and the seveial great cities will require immediate 
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attention You will obseive that the peisons concerned in this 
tieason aie almost exclusively Mahommedans, and seveial ol 
them of high lank It is a ladical imperfection in the con- 
stitution of oui estahhshments in India, that no system ap- 
pears to have been adopted with a view either to conciliate 
the good will 01 to contioul the disaffection of this descrip- 
tion of oui subjects, whom we found in possession of the 
Government, and whom we have excluded fiom all share of 
emolument, honoui, and authority, without providing any 
adequate corrective of those passions incident to the loss of 
dignity, wealth, and power 

The last accounts from Bengal state, that Vizier Ah was 
Still in the neighbomhood of Goiuckpooi at the head of a 
considerable body of banditti , but as the Rajahs ol Napaul 
and Betoul had abandoned his cause, and a considerable de- 
tachment of OUI troops under the command of Majoi-General 
Stuart, had advanced within a few miles of his position, no 
doubt appeared that his followers would soon be dispersed, 
and a confident hope was entertained that his peison would 
fall into oui hands 

I have the satisfaction to inform you, that notwithstanding 
the export of forty lacs of rupees in specie to this Presidency, 
and the actual commencement of hostilities with Tippoo Sul- 
taun, the discount upon all the public secuiities in Bengal 
has experienced a considerable diminution duiing the course 
of the last month , and with the aid of the supplies in specie 
which we expect from England, I flatter myself that I shall 
be enabled, withm a short period of time, to direct an enlarge- 
ment of the commercial investment aj, all the Presidencies I 
am natuially impatient to return to Bengal, but the expe- 
rience of eveiy hour convinces me more strongly that the 
avowed projects of Tippoo Sultaun, combined with his ac- 
knowledged means of caiiying them into effect, have been 
among the most efficient causes not only of the decline of 
public and private credit m Bengal, but also of encoui agement 
to rhe disaffected and disoideily class of your subjects I 
am, therefore, persuaded that the effectual reduction of Tip- 
poo’s means of mischief is indispensable to the welfare and 
tranquillity of all your possessions Under this impression I 
feel it to be my duty to remain at tins Presidency so long as 
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my piesence can in any degiee contiibute to the eneigy and 
vigoui of oui mihtaiy operations 

It IS a most extiaordinaiy ciicumstance, that we have not 
yet leceived any authentic intelligence of the condition of the 
Flench aimy in Egypt, nor of that of oui naval defences in 
the Red Sea. By the ships lately ariived fiom the Cape I 
leain that Commodoie Blanket was in the Mozambique chan- 
nel towards the end of October, that he had met with adverse 
winds, and was apprehensive that he should be obliged to 
bear up foi Bombay. Since that peiiod I am entirely igno- 
rant of his couise 01 condition 

By the latest accounts fiom Constantinople it appeals that 
General Buonaparte’s aimy still consisted of 17 or 18,000 
fighting men 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Morningion 


No CLXXIX 

Lieut -Geneial Ilanie to the Em I of Morning ton 
My Lord, Camp before Senngapatam, 22nd April, 1799 

On the 18th instant I had the honoui to address to youi 
Lordship a report of the proceedings of the aimy to that 
date, which was given in chaige to General Floyd, who on 
the 19th maiched with the cavalry, a brigade of native m- 
fantiy, and the Nizam’s hoise, to meet Colonel Read near 
Cauveiipoiam, and assist in escorting the Biinjairies to camp 
That morning a battery was opened on the north side of the 
Cauveiy, to enfilade the enemy’s entrenchments in- fi ont of 
OUI intended attack. The 20th, in the evening, the most ad- 
vanced of these was carried by om tioops, and a parallel 
estabhshed on the spot on that night , the letter of which, a 
translation is annexed, was received fiorn Tippoo Sultaun 
On the night of the 21st a battery for six guns was erected 
near the rums of the powder mill, and as a violent attack was 
made before day of the 22nd on all Geneial Stuart’s posts, 
foul guns dnd two howitzers opened from this battery on the 
foit this morning with Considerable effect, in destioymg its 
defences and i educing its fiie 

Yesterday, aftei Consulting the Comnnssioileis appointed 
to assist me m subjects of political ariangement, and with 
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Meer Allum Bahadur, I determined, in reply to the Sultaun, 
to transmit a draft of pielirarnaiies founded on your Lord- 
ship’s paper B , with such alterations as the change of cir- 
cumstances seemed to require in the secuiity exacted — addi- 
tional hostages in lieu of forts, which now we have no time to 
receive I have required as hostages foui sons of the Sultaun 
and foul of his principal officers, to be selected by me These, 
with the tieasure to be sent in forty-eight hours to camp, or 
I leseive to myself the power of extending the demand even 
to the possession of Seiingapatam. The letter was sent this 
day at noon A duplicate of your Loidship’s letter of the 
29th ultimo has been received from the Cooiga countiy. The 
particular accounts you require cannot now be sent We 
want only provisions and cattle at present Money will be 
necessary next month Of rice we have collected, by various 
modes, enough to subsist our fighting men to the middle of 
May 

I have the honour to be, &c 

George Harris. 

Translation of a Letter from Tippoo Sultaun to Lieut -Genet al Hmris, 
hearing no date, but leceived in camp befoie Seiingapatam on the evening 
of the mh Jpnl, 1799 

In the letter of Lord Mormngton it is written that the 
clearing up of matters at issue is proper, and that, therefore, 
you having been empowered for the purpose, will appoint 
such persons as you judge proper for conducting a conference 
and renewing the business of a treaty You are the well 
wisher of both Ciicais In this inattei what is your pleasure, 
inform me, that a conference may take place 
A true Translation, 

Barhv Close 


No. CLXXX 

The Eat I of Mormngton to Lieut -General Harris 
Sir, Fort St George, April 23rd, 1 799 

Various circumstances, of which the general nature is 
stated to you in another despatch of this date, combine to 
render it desirable that Tippoo Sultaun's powei and resources 
should be reduced to the lowest possible state, and even ut- 
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terly destioyed, if the events of war should alFoid the oppor- 
tunity 

One of these ciicumstances is the equivocal conduct of the 
Mahiattas, which leads me to conclude that they will afford 
us no assistance against Tippoo, and to appiehcnd that they 
may assist him, if any favourable occasion should occui 

The victory of the 27th of Maich, combined with that of 
the 6th of Maich, has, I trust, induced you to adopt draft 
B*" as the basis of any propositions which you may have 
made to Tippoo, previous to opening your batteiies against 
Seiingapatam 

If Tippoo should have agieed to pieliminaiy ai tides 
founded on diaft B , in flaming the definitive tieaty, you will 
express the cessions of teiritoiies and the payments of money 
in such terms as shall leave at my option the Peishwa’s pro- 
portion of either 

Foi this purpose, the pieainble to any definitive treaty 
which you may conclude, should not contain any specification 
of the allies. The Company only should be specified, and 
the allies be included in geneial teims, according to the fol- 
lowing diaft 

“ Definitive tieaty, &c. between the Honouiable English 
Company and thetr allies, concluded by Lieut -Geneial Hams 
on the pait of the said Company and of then allies, by viitue 
of poweis fiom the Goveinoi -Geneial, &c ” 

The name of Meei Allum, oi of the Nizam, should not ap- 
pear in the tieaty, you will tieat under poweis fiom me. I 
have little appiehension that Meei Allum will disappiove the 
teims and foim of this pieamble, but if he should enteitain 
any doubts on the occasion, they would be immediately re- 
moved by apprizing him, in confidence, that the airangement 
was designed to exclude the Mahiattas from an equal parti- 
cipation in the successes of the wai, excepting on conditions 
which should operate to the paiticulai benefit of the Nizam’s 
Government 

Upon the same principle, and with the same view, it will be 
necessary that those articles of the definitive tieaty regarding 
cessions, and specifying the several distiicts and foits to be 
respectively ceded to the allies, should be so qualified as to 


• See p. “163. 



5i0 thl eakl or mobningion, to ApnJ, 

place the shaie to be allotted to the Peishwa at the disposal 
of the Company and of the Nizam 

Aftei a specification of the seveial districts to be ceded 
lespectively to the Company and to the Nizam, the schedule 
of the teiritoiy to be ceded to the Peishwa might be qualified 
accoiding to the following diaft 

“ But wheieas the Peishwa has home no part in the pre- 
sent wai, and all the expenses of it have been defi’ayecl by 
the Company and the Nizam, it is hereby declared that the 
foregoing districts shall be deemed to belong to the Peishwa 
only on condition of the said Peishwa making, within a period 
of two months fiom the date of this treaty, a satisfactoiy ad- 
justment with the Company and the Nizam, on account of the 
burthen of the war havmg exclusively fallen on them , and in 
default of the Peishwa’s makmg such a satisfactory adjust- 
ment, the districts to be ceded by the present treaty to the 
Peishwa, shall be deemed to belong to the Company and to 
the Nizam, who shall be at liberty to divide them as they 
shall judge piopei ” 

I wish the terms of any treaty which you may conclude 
with Tippoo Sultaun, to be regulated by the principles which 
I have laid down in the present letter 

I also wish (if you have entered into no engagements with 
Tippoo Sultaun when you receive this lettei) that the power 
and lesouiccs of that prince should be leduced to as low a 
state as possible You aie, therefore, authorized to proceed 
to any extiemity which you shall consider practicable, with- 
out exposmg us to the expense of a protracted and tedious 
war, or endangering the safety of your army, or any of the 
advantages already acquired 

In the event of any treaty with Tippoo, you must now ob- 
tam the utmost possible degree of security for his faithful 
execution of its stipulations If this question is still open, I 
authorize you to demand the tempoiaiy possession of the fort 
of Seimgapatam, to be holden as an additional pledge of se- 
curity , provided that your superiority shall be so decisive as 
to entitle you to require such a concession. 

I desire that the names of Lieut -Geneial Stuart and of 
Major-Geneial Hartley be added to the commission appointed 
to assist you m all matters of negotiation The knowledge 
which those officers possess of the interests of the Company 
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on the coast of Malabar, will piove veiy useful to you, and 
I authorize you to make any variation, in the teims of peace, 
relating to Malahai, which may he suggested by those officers 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

Mornington 


No CLXXXI 

The Earl of Moinington to his Highness the Nabob of the Carnatic 
Fort St George, 24th April, 1799 
May it please your Highness 

1 Within a few days subsequent to my arrival at this Pre- 
sidency, I had the honoui to inform your Highness of the state 
of the differences existmg between the Honourable Company 
and Tippoo Sultaun, and conformably to the tenth article of 
the treaty of 1792 I explained to your Highness, in the 
fullest manner, the probabrhty of an approaching rupture 
with that prince 

2. The conduct of Tippoo Sultaun since that time having 
rendered war absolutely necessary for the security of the 
allied powers, hostilities have actually commenced 

3 The thud article of the treaty of 1792 stipulates that, 
“ in the event of wai breaking out in the Cainatic, and countries 
appei taming to either party, and dependent on tire Carnatic, 
01 contiguous thereto, it is agreed, foi the better prosecution 
of it, that as long as it shall last, the sard Company shall pos- 
sess full authority over the Cainatic, except the Jaghuis be- 
longing to the family of the said Nawaub, and except also 
certain chanties, and shall collect the revenues thereof, the 
said Company hereby engagmg that, during such war, they 
will pay to the said Nawaub one-fifth share of the net revenue 
arising theiefiom ” 

4. Under this article it is now become the right of the Com- 
pany to exercise that full authority over the Cainatic which 
is thus formally acknowledged to be necessary for the better 
prosecution of war 

5 Your Highness, I am persuaded, is also satisfied, that it 
IS now become my indispensable duty, without delay, to assume 
the revenues of the Carnatic conformably to the third aiticle 
of the treaty of 1792, unless some new arrangement can now 
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be framed, witb the consent of both parties, which shall af- 
ford equal secuiity to the common interests of your Highness 
and of the Company, for the vigoious and effectual prosecu- 
tion of the wai 

6 I am aware that both youi Highness and your lespected 
father have evei been disinclined to the assumption of the 
Cai natic by the Company, m the manner specified by the 
article m question, and entei taming an anxious and sinceie 
desire, not only to promote youi Highness’s interests and 
welfare, but to lespect your inclinations and sentiments to 
the utmost extent compatible with the security of the Carna- 
tic, I am induced to submit to youi Highness’s consideration 
the plan of a new aiiangement between yom Highness and 
the Company, which, if it shall prove acceptable to your 
Highness, will preclude the necessity of resorting to the sti- 
pulations of the thud article of the treaty of 1792, and of 
assuming the whole of the Cainatic, not only during the pre- 
sent, but during any future, war 

7 Inflaming an arrangement on this foundation, I have 
endeavoured to extend its provisions with the view of com- 
prehending the whole state and condition of your Highness’s 
connection with the Company, as well as the equitable adjust- 
ment of the various subjects of complaint, which youi Highness 
has been pleased to represent to me since the period of my 
tahing chaige of the general Government of India. 

8 Before I proceed to the details of this plan, I shall sub- 
mit to youi Highness’s consideration some observations, which 
as they proceed from my good wishes for your prospeiity and 
happiness, 1 tiust you will receive with the cordiality of 
fiiendship 

9, Your Highness’s situation for some years past, has 
neither been satisfactory to youlself, noi advantageous to the 
mterests, either of your own subjects oi of the Company 

10 Yom stipulated monthly payments, under the treaty of 
1792, are not only moderate in then amount, but cannot be 
stated to bear a due piopoition to the increased military 
charges, now defiayed by the Company, for the defence of 
the Carmatic. 

11 Your Highness will never foiget that the amount of 
these payments was settled by Imid Cornwallis, under an in- 
dulgent modification of the tieaty of 1787, the benefits of 
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which the Company cheeifully lelinquished, foi the puipose 
of relieving his Highness, the late Nabob of the Cainatic, 
and ultimately your Highness fiom distiess of ciicumstances 
and from anxiety of mind 

12 Model ate as these payments are in then amount, they 
havepiovedtbesouice of continual vexation to the lateNabob 
of the Cainatic and to youi Highness ; and you have nevei been 
able to leahze them in the Company’s Treasuiy, without the 
utmost degree of difficulty and embairassment, aiising from 
unfoitunate defects in the administiation of youi affairs 

13. These embaiiassments have occasioned the adoption of 
tempoiaiy expedients, for the puipose of lenioving the pies- 
suie of the moment, and the consequences of lesoiting 
to such expedients have been injuiious not only to the 
peace of youi Highness’s mind, but to the peimanent inteiests 
and happiness of youi subjects, and to the foundations of the 
opulence and prospeiity of the Carnatic 

14. The tiuth of this faithful and amicable representation, 
will, I am peisuaded, pioduce a just impiession on youi High- 
ness’s mind, when you leflect on the laige amount of those sums 
of money applied to defiay the exoibitant lates of mteiest, on 
all the vaiious loans occasioned by the necessity of discharg- 
ing youi monthly payments 

15 These loans have usually been accompanied by assign- 
ments of teiiitoiy to the ci editors, whose vexatious manage- 
ment of the 1 avenues assigned, has been the continual cause of 
of the most aggravated calamities to the inhabitants of the 
Carnatic 

16 In these tiansactions the loss has fallen on youi High- 
ness, youi subjects, and youi friends, and the illicit profit has 
enriched those, who (to use the woids of your lespected father, 
addiessed to Loid Cornwallis) “nevei appioachyoui Durbar 
foi any othei pui pose, than to pursue then habitual views of 
plundei and rapine ” 

17 Upon the whole, the final i esult of this system has been, 
that youi Highness’s mind has continued in apeipetual state 
of solicitude and alarm, ft om the difllculty of satisfying the Com- 
pany’s claims, of which the model ation and justice cannot be 
contested That the lesouices of your country have fallen 
mto a state of piogiessive decay ; and that the Company re- 
gularly receiving youi Highness’s monthly payments into the 
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treasury, has viewed with unavailing legiet, tlie rapid appioach 
of that crisis in the Cainatic, when every souice of public 
revenue and credit, as well as of private opulence, industiy, 
and population must be i educed to the lowest condition 

18 Neithei youi Highness noi the Company can leflect 
with satisfaction on the legukr discharge of your monthly pay- 
ments, when those payments aie known and acknowledged to 
be effected by means, which aggiavate youi Highness’s em- 
bari’assments, and lapidly exhaust the teiiitorial secuiity 
pledged to the Company foi themihtaiy subsidy 

19 The collateral opeiation of this unhappy system is not 
less injurious, than its direct tendency. The notoriety of those 
embarrassments which compel youi Highness to i esort to the 
expedient of loans and assignments of territory, leads to a 
general expectation of the appioachmg failui’e of youi monthly 
payments and consequently of a speedy ti ansfei of the pledged 
distiicts to the management of the Company 

50 A constant expectation of wai foi some years past has 
fuithei countenanced the notion, that the Company’s manage- 
ment must soon be extended ovei a laige part of your High- 
ness’s teriitoiies, undei the 3id article of the treaty of 179S 

51 These expectations have precluded the possibility of 
mtroducing for the lehef of your Highness’s subjects, any 
impiovement founded on fixed and dm able principles 

SS The Carnatic, therefore, m addition to the calamitous 
misrule of those who have governed it, undei temporal y assign- 
ments of teriitory, has been subjected to all the accumulated 
evils of a divided Government and of a fluctuating and pie- 
canous authoiity 

S3 These sentiments i elating to youi Highness’s situation 
are not the i esult of my judgment alone ; I submit them to you as 
theiesult of the delibeiate judgment of the Honoiable Couit 
of Directois, and of his Majesty’s Mimsteis, foimed upon a 
full, dispassionate, and impartial investigation of the relation 
in which your Highness stands towards the Company, and of 
the whole state of your affairs. 

S4< The principles of sound and comprehensive policy, the 
duties of respect and regard for your Highness, as well as 
those of humane consideration foi the welfare of your subjects 
demand, that the Company and his Majesty’s Ministers should 
look beyond the mere convenience of the present hour to the 
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ceitain opeiation of evils, menacing he permanent leaources 
of youl count! y 

S5 The appiehension of the appioach of that peiiod, when 
the necessary effect of these evils must bieak forth to the 
entile rum of the mteiests of yom Highness and of the Com- 
pany in the Cainatic, has mduced the Comt of Diiectors, 
and the Government of Fort St Geoige, to urge with earnest- 
ness the necessity of a new aiiangement with youi Highness 
They have, however refiamed fiom insisting to its full extent 
on that claim of justice and right, which the Company derives 
fiom the letter as well as the general substance and spirit of 
the tieaty of 1792, according to the established maxims of 
public law and national faith 

26 Under that tieaty, your Highness’s faith is unequivocally 
pledged never to giant tunkwahs or assignments of revenue 
on the districts composing the security of your monthly pay- 
ments to the Company 

27 I am aware that the same article has also provided for the 
avoidance of all such tunkwahs or assignments as shall be found 
to exist on any of the pledged districts, which shall pass into 
the hands of the Company under the operation of the preced- 
ing articles of the tieaty But this provision cannot be viewed 
in any other light than that of an extraordinary precaution, 
to establish an additional security for the interests of the 
Company It cannot be constiued to absolve your Highness 
fiom the positive obligation, which you have contracted m 
specific terms, “ not to grant tunkwahs or assignments on any 
account on the revenues of the districts, responsible for any 
arrears, which may accrue in the payment of the stipulated 
kists " 

28 If the tieaty of 1792, has not provided a sufficient se- 
curity for the due peifoimance of this obligation, and if the 
neglect of this obligation threatens to defeat the primary object 
of the whole tieaty, and to destroy the fundamental principle of 
your Highness’s connection with the Company, the conti act- 
ing parties must lesoit to the general law of nations, to sup- 
ply the defective provisions of an engagement, which it is 
then mutual interests to preserve inviolate, according to its 
true tenor and original spirit 

29 The permanent establishment of an adequate teiiitoiial 
security for the payment of your Highness’s shaie of the 

VOL I 
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expence of defending the Camatic, is the piincipal object of 
the tieaty of 1792 The treaty, theiefore, would become nu- 
gatory and delusive, if no remedy could be provided against the 
continuance of a system, whose umestiained piogiess must 
ultimately depiive youi Highness of the powei of satisfying 
youi engagements to the Company, and must leave the Com- 
pany beieft of all means of lecoveiing the ruinous conse- 
quences of such failuve Your Highness’s own discernment, 
will at once enable you to judge, whether it was the intention 
of Lord Coinwalhs m signing the treaty of 1793, to provide 
a real, substantial, and lasting security for the Company’s 
military subsidy, or to sanction a system of disorder, by which 
the whole value and efficiency of that security must be annihi- 
lated before the Company could derive any beneht from it 

30 It 13 not necessary at present to trouble youi Highness 
with a more detailed repiesentation on this part of the subject, 
— the plan which I now have the honor to submit to you, is 
calculated to pieclude all such discussions, and I have revived 
the subject in this place, merely for the purpose of pointing 
your attention to one of the pimcipal causes, which have ren- 
dered a new airangement uath youi Highness indispensable 

31 Yom Highness, I am persuaded, cannot reasonably view 
the pioposition foi a new anangement proceeding from the 
Company, with any degree of jealousy or alaim j I must 
repeat the observation (and I recommend it with all the ear- 
nestness of friendship to yom most senous consideration) 
that a similar jealousy on the part of the Company, would 
have hound Ins Highness, the late Nabob, and your Highness 
to the stipulations of the tieaty of 1787. 

33 If the Company had pertinaciously adheied to the letter 
of that tieatj', and had insisted on a stiict peifoimance of the 
engagements conti acted undei it, I leave it to your Highness’s 
candom’ and justice to declaie, what would have been the 
actual condition of yom affaiis? But the Company then 
waved its undeniable lights under a subsisting tieaty, and 
consented to a new airangement at your sohcitation and foi 
your benefit The Company has, theiefoie, a just claim to 
youi Highness’s favourable attention on the present occasion, 
and I trust, that under this impression, your Highness will 
not receive my earnest proposition for a modification of the 
treaty of 1793, with any other sensation, than those with which 
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Lord Cornwallis leceived your respected lather’s application 
foi a modification of the tieaty of 1787 

33 In pi oceeding to submit to your Highness the details of 
my pioposed plauj I shall m the fiist instance state certain gene- 
ral piinciples, which appear to me necessaiy to be obseived 
foi the common benefit of all paities. 1st. — That the new 
treaty shall comprehend the adjustment of eveiy branch of 
youi Highness’s affairs, as connected with your relation to 
the Company, and shall leave no question open to future dis- 
cussion 

2nd — That whatevei adjustment shall now take place, 
shall be so fiamed as to affoid the utmost degree of practi- 
cable security against the possibility of future change in older 
that the new tieaty may become a final and conclusive settle- 
ment between youi Highness and the Company 

3rd — That with a view to seciue the stability of the new 
treaty, as well as to provide an adequate lemedy foi the evils 
already enumeiated in this letter, effectual provision be made 
that no part of the Cai natic shall remain oi fall undei a di- 
vided Government, or a fluctuating oi precarious authoiity 

34 Refeiiing to these general principles, the fiist object of 
considei ation in the state of youi Highness’s affaiis, is your 
debt to the Company This now consists. 

First — Of the balance as reported by Messrs Woolf and 
Place, on the 1st July, 1793— 35,06,135 

Second — Balance of the Kistbundy Account, as per ac- 
count, made up to 9th Sept , 1791 — 19,98,006 

Third — Balance of the new Cavahy Loan, with interest at 
8 per cent, to the 12th October 1798 — 11,62,770 Total— 
66,66,911 

35. The two first articles of this debt at the earnest desiie 
of his Highness, the late Nabob of the Carnatic, were leferi ed 
to the aibiti ation of the Governor -geneial in Council, in the 
year 1 793, and a Committee was appointed in Bengal, for the 
purpose of assisting the Goveinoi-General in deciding upon 
them This Committee has never yet delivered in any lepoit,^ 
but having myself eiiteied into a minute examination of the 
whole of these disputed accounts, and having considered with 
mipaitiahty, the respective claims of yoni Highness and of 
the Company, I have no doubt that upon the balance of these 
accounts, you will be found justly indebted to the Company 
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to a very laige amount If, howevei, a new arrangement 
should be acceptable to yom Highness, I am leady on the 
part of the Company to considei whethei it may not be piat- 
ticable to compiomise the whole of this claim, amounting to 
55,01,141 pgs as well as the amountof any claim aiisingout 
of the payments made by the Company to youi Highnesb’b 
consolidated cieditois of 1787 The extieme solicitude ma- 
nifested by the late Nabob of the Carnatic, to induce Loid 
Cornwallis to place these disputed accounts in a way of adjust- 
ment, by which his Highness hound himself to submit im- 
phcitly to the awaid of the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council, 
with 1 elation to them, are sufficient testimonies of the 
importance and value of the concession which the Company 
may be disposed to make to yom Highness in this aiticle dui- 
ingthe comse of the negotiation 

36 With legaid to the advance made by the Company to 
the late Nabob, loi the dischaigc of his Highness’s debt, deno- 
minated the new cavalry loan, I am satisfied that this bianch 
of youi Highness’s debt to the Company should be liquidated, 
paitly by an aiiangement, stated tiom the 37th to the 41bt 
paragiaph of this letter, and paitly (in the mannei alieady 
pioposed by your Highness to Sir John Shoie,) by the appli- 
cation of the sum of 6,21,106 pagodas, aftei youi Highness’s 
present guaranteed debt shall have been liquidated by the 
operation of that fund 

37 The great pressure of the material blanches of your debt 
to the Company would thus be entirely leheved by then in- 
dulgence, and the period ol the dischaige of youi new cavahy 
debt would be settled in such a manner that it could never 
interleie with yom convenience — a stipulation may he inserted 
in the Treaty, binding the Company nevei to apply to yom 
Highness for any advance of money on account of the new 
cavahy debt, pievious to the period when its liquidation 
shall commence by the opeiatioii of the fund assigned foi that 
purpose 

38 Yom Highness has, at different times, pi efeii ed certain 
claims with respect to the Ramnad suiplus, and to the Peish- 
cush of Sadias, and to the peail fishciy of Ceylon 

39 Yom Highness has been infoimed that the whole ques- 
tion respecting Ramnad has been lefened to the Coiiit of 
Directors If, howevei, I should be enabled to conclude a 
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new Ti eaty with youi Highness, I shall be ready to decide the 
question of Ramnad without waiting foi the result of the 
reference to the Honouiable the Court of Directors And 
being anxious to pay eveiy attention to your Highness’s 
just claims I shall diiect the balance of the levenues of Ratn- 
nad lemainmg (aftei the deduction of all expences accoiding 
to the 9th aiticle of the agieement of 1795, concluded by 
Loid Hobart,) to be earned to youi Highness’s ciedit in the 
account of the new cavahy debt, mimediTtely aftei your ac- 
ceptance of the geneial airangement which may be concluded 
between youi Highness and the Company, in consequence of 
this lettei 

40 I piopose to duect, that the whole amount of the 
Peiscush, due to youi Highness, since Sadras has been in the 
hands of the Company, shall be earned to youi ciedit m the 
same account 

41 Youi Highness’s shaie of the peail fishery has been cal- 
culated on principles which admit of no contest, to be one- 
fifth pai t of the numbei of boats employed in the whole fishery 
in each season, and an equivalent sum of money has been 
allowed to youi Highness in youi general account Imme- 
diately aftei the execution of the new Tieaty, I shall direct 
this sum also to be earned to youi ciedit on the same account, 
and in the same maiinei as the two pieceding sums The 
Goveinoi of Ceylon being now at this Piesidency, in conse- 
quence of having leceived my oideis to meet me here foi the 
purpose of settling the afFaiis of his Government under my 
directions, if the pioposals stated in this lettei should meet 
your Highness’s appiobation, I shall direct the Governor of 
Ceylon to foira a Tieaty with your Highness, seeming to you 
the legulai payment of yom shaie of the peail fisheiy The 
payment to be made by the Governoi of Ceylon into your 
Highness’s tieasuiy 

42 The Governoi of Ceylon will state to youi Highness the 
great mjuiy which would arise to the fisheiy from sufieiing 
any persons to mteifeie with those to whom it is faimed. 
And I, theiefoie, tiust that yom Highness will not desiie to 
send any boats to the fishery The punctual payment of youi 
just shaie appears to me to be the most advantageous settle- 
ment which can be made for youi inteiests, as well as for 
those of the Government of Ceylon 
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4S Having thus manifested my desire to attend to the 
several objects which I know to he inteiesting to your High- 
ness, I am further to inform you that I am ready, by an article 
of the new Treaty, to lehnquish the light of the Company 
to the assumption of the Carnatic duiing the present, and 
during all futuie wars, on the following conditions 

44 That your Highness shall place under the exclusive ma- 
nagement, contioul, and authority of the Company, in perpe- 
tuity, a territory, equal to secure the receipts of the whole 
of youi monthly payments into the Company’s ti easury, which 
payments ai e of course to cease from that tune The terri- 
tory to be placed under the management of the Company, is 
described in a memorandum annexed to tins letter Your 
Highness will obseive, that I have included the southern 
division of the Aicot province, although not one of the mort- 
gaged districts, with a view to preserve in your Highness’s 
management the countries surrounding your capital, and that 
the teiritoiial revenues, under each authority respectively, 
may be as compact as ciiciunstances will admit In place of 
the northern division of Arcot, I piopose to hold a district in 
the southern division of that province, to the amount speci- 
fied in the annexed inemoiandum I shall also for the conve- 
nience of both parties, be ready to exchange districts in the 
southern division of Arcot, adjoining to those of the center 
m place of the Jaghire lands, which your Highness holds to 
the southwaidof the Coleioon, for a similar purpose of avoid- 
ing the evils of a divided authority 

45 If the territory, placed under the management of the 
Company, should pioduce more than the stipulated amounts 
of 12, 5b, 400 15 54, the whole of the surplus shall be paid 
into your Highness’s treasury, upon an account to be settled 
every thud yeai, or more frequently, when a permanent set- 
tlement of the revenue of the Cainatic shall take place 

46 On the other hand, if, from any accident of season, or 
from any other casualty, any deficiency should arise in the 
revenue of the countiies managed by the Company, the loss 
shall fall exclusively on the Company, and your Highness ’ 
shall not be lesponsible for any pait of it 

47 With respect to the districts leinammg in your High- 
ness s hands, your Highness shall not be accountable for any 
mciease of then produce under your management, nor shall 
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the Company be responsible hereafter for any contingenf! 
diminution of it. 

48 As the expence of maintaining and lepaiiing the sevei al 
forts contained in the districts to be placed under the Com- 
pany’s management will necessarily be transfer led to the 
Company — an annual sum will he allotted for the purpose, 
chaigeable on the assigned revenues The amount of this 
sum will be settled with yom Highness’s approbation during 
the negotiation of the new Treaty 

49 I have already observed to your Highness, that the im- 
crease of military chaiges, foi the defence of the Carnatic, has 
rendered the amount of youi subsidy dispiopoi tinned to its 
original object, on eveiy pimciple of justice the Company 
would he wan anted in proposing to your Highness an aug- 
mentation of your military subsidy But, as I am anxious to 
preserve to youi Highness the full enjoyment of an ample 
and unincumbered i evenue, I have endeavoured to provide a 
fund for the inciease of the military subsidy without any 
diminution of youi actual receipts. 

50 I propose, theiefoie, that whatever claims on the part of 
your Highness, oi of the Company, remain in doubt respect- 
ing the Polygais, under the Treaty of 1792, should be now 
fully adjusted with the Company, and I am willing to accept 
that adjustment in lieu of all claims foi an inciease of your 
military subsidy, proportioned to the incieased expence of 
defending the Cainatic 

51 The piinciple which induced the Company to seek the 
transfer of the Polygar Peishcush will not admit any consider- 
able augmentation of the annual payments from those Tribu- 
taries If the Company should hereafter deem rt to be a wise 
policy to increase the Peishcush of the Polygars, that increase 
must be very moderate, and must be considered as a commu- 
tation for the militaiy services of the Polygars 

52 Under a new Treaty, founded on the basis described, I 
enteitaru no doubt that j'our Highness’s clear revenue would 
be consideiably incieased, and I am persuaded that you will 
concui with me in this opinion, when you refer to the former 
and present value of the countries which will remain m your 
Highness’s hands, and when you recollect the extent of your 
chaiges for collection and other contingencies, and the enor- 



552 THE EARL OF MORUINfiTON, TO Apill, 

mous sums which you are compelled to waste eveiy yeai on 
account of mteiest and chaiges attending loans of money 

53, Undei such a Treaty the evils of a divided Govei nment, 
and of an unsettled and ill-defined power, would cease 
throughout the Cainatic The authoiity of the Company 
and that of yom Highness could nevei inteifeie with each 
othei, and the new settlement would beai such unequivocal 
maihs of peimanency and secuiity as would inspiie geneial 
confidence, facilitate the introduction of an impioved system 
of management, and levive the decaying piinciples of general 
mdustiy, productive labour, and individual affluence 

64 In 01 del to render this settlement pei feet in all its pai ts, 
and to secuie yom Highness’s future ease and comfoit undei 
all possible contingencies, it will be expedient to establish 
some ceitain fund for the satisfaction of those private ciedi- 
tois of the late Nabob of the Cainatic and of yom Highness, 
whose claims now stand without security 

55 The opeiation of the sum of 6,21,105 pagodas will 
have liquidated the whole of the consolidated private debt 
guaranteed by Parliament m the year 1794 

56 After that period, by yom Highness’s agreement with Sir 
John Shore, the whole of this fund would be made applicable 
to the new cavahy debt, but I piopose that only half the sum, 
namely, 3,10,552 pagodas 8 fanams, be appiopiiated to the 
payment of the interest and pimcipal of the new cavalry debt, 
and the remaining half to the discharge of such just unconso- 
lidated debts due by yom father and by your Highness to 
individuals as shall, after the most strict examination, receive 
the sanction of youi Highness and of the Couit of Directors 

57 After the liquidation of the new cavahy debt, I propose 
that the whole fund of 6,21,105 pagodas shall be applied to 
the payment of the unconsolidated debt, according to the 
principles stated in the foregoing paragraph, and when the 
whole of the private debts (thus sanctioned by yom Highness 
and by the Court of Dnectois) shall have been discharged, I 
propose that the full amount of the sum of 6,21,105 pagodas 
shall he annually paid in cash by the Company into youi 
Highness’s treasury 

58. Thus, Sir, have I submitted to your Highness the outline 
of the only plan which appears to me to piomise the hope of 
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order to your affairs, of tranquillity to your mind, and of se- 
curity to the interests of the Company committed to my 
chaige. 

59 Under the new arrangement your Highness would be 
relieved from all iiigent demands eithei of a public or private 
nature, and you would possess a much more ample revenue 
than you now enjoy, with the additional satisfaction of re- 
flecting that your possession was liable to no disturbance, 
either fiom the contingency of war, oi from any casual failure 
of yoiu resources. You would be at liberty to direct your 
undivided attention to the cultivation and improvement of 
those lesouices to the utmost practical evtent , and you never 
could feel the necessity of injuring the mam springs of your 
revenue for the purpose of meeting the exigency of occasional 
difficulty 

60 Whatever increase of produce might aiise in the dis- 
tricts managed by the Company, would be a new source of 
wealth to your Highness, and you would feel a personal 
interest in every impiovement which the Company might be 
enabled to introduce into the system of your revenues 

61 With these observations I shall conclude, earnestly en- 
ti eating yorii Highness to give your most serious attention to 
this letter The opportunity is now peculiarly favourable to 
the final adjustment of your Highness’s affairs , if you suffer 
it to pass away without improvement, events may intervene to 
aggravate your Highness’s embarrassments, to postpone, or 
even to preclude, all final arrangement of your affairs, and 
ultimately, to involve you m inextricable distress 

62, If the general principles which I have suggested, with 
the freedom and sincerity of friendship, should meet your 
Highness’s approbation, they may speedily be reduced to the 
form of a Treaty, and I may be enabled, before my return to 
Bengal, to have the satisfaction of laying the foundation of 
perpetual ease to your Highness’s mind, and of progressive 
improvement to this fertile, but declining, country 

63 Your Highness will observe, that throughout the whole 
of this letter, I have avoided any reference to your late failuie 
m your engagements to assist the Company m the present 
exigency, by the immediate payment of a part of the new 
cavalry debt , I trust you will attribute my silence on this 
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recent transaction to my earnest desiie of abstaining from 
any discussion which can he painful to youi Highness 
I have the honoui to be, 

With gieat respect and attachment, 

Your Highness’s most faithful, and humble servant, 
Mornington 


No 1 

Menwanium of Sums, which, in the euent of a geneial anangement taking 
place between hs Highness and the Company, it is pi oposeil to cai i ij to his 
credit i» part payment oj the Cavaby Loan Debt 

Sadras Peislicusli, for three years., 4,360 27, Ramnad surplus, 67,820, 
Share of the Pearl Pidierv for 1797, 64 892 26 65, Ditto for 1798, 
56,488 12, Ditto estimated foi 1799, 66,488 12 Total pi oposed to be 
credited in part of the Cavalry Loin Debt, 2,30,040 6 66 
Unadiusted Balance due by Ins Hufliness the Nabob to the Company, 
which It IS proposed to comproinise in the event of his Highness agreeing 
to the preferred hnnl arrangement of his affairs 
Balance as per account current, the result of au investigation of 
Messrs.- WooU and Place, 36,06,135 20 17, Balance of his Highness’s 
KistBundvaccountcIosedJulv 1790, 19,98,006 10 22 66,04,141 30 39 
Total balances and claims to be adjusted, 57,34,182 24 sterling pagodas 


No 2 

Memorandum of the districts, with the estimated amount of then net revenue, 
to be placed under the eaclusive management, contioul and oideis of the 
English East India Compani/, bt/ his Highness the Naicuub, SfC of the 
Carnatic, by the pt oposed tieaty, in lieu of his Highness’s payment of 
pagodas, 12,56,400 15 54 

Setwadoo, including Calicut, &c , 9,800, Palnaud, 24,667 , Ongole, 
93,334 , NeUore, 3,31,783 , Tnchmopoly, exclusive of Jaghires, 2,6 1 ,139 , 
Madura, 64,945 , Tinnevellv, 4,06,608 , Southern Division of Arcot to 
the amount of, 2,01,167 , * Sadias Peisciish, 1,460 Total sterhng pa- 
godas, 13,84,773 


• Sadras being within the Company’s Jaghire, is here inseited on the 
principle of preserving distinct the nuthoiity of the Company and his 
Highness in their respective districts 
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No 3 

Memorandum of the Dish lots and Revenue estimated to lemain with his 
Highness and family 

Arcot ProTince, exclusive of the portion placed under the management 
of the Company, 3,09,216 , Jaghires, 2,13,421 
Estimated surplus payable to his Highness from the distiicts under the 
Company’s management, 1,28,373 pagodas Deduct supposed amount 
reqiiiied for the repaiiing foits, 20,000 Surplus, 1,08,373 
Estimated revenue from the Pearl fisheiy, 60,000 Total sterling pa- 
godas, 6,81,009 To which add the amount that will revert to Ins 
Highness when his public and piivate debts are liquidated, 6,21,106 
,£6,20,846 12 per annum, and his total clear revenue vidl he, 13,02,114 
pagodas 

It IS here pioper to remark, that there is greater room for improve- 
ment m the revenue of the Arcot province, where his Highness’s districts 
are situated, than in any other in the Carnatic Its former value was esti- 
mated at 12,64,666 sterling pagodas It is in these Memoranda only 
estimated, including Jaghire, at 6,68,283 steiling pagodas Deciease in 
the present estimate, 5,96,372 sterlmg pagodas 
Fiom whatever causes this extraordinary failure has arisen, there can 
be no doubt that the province of Arcot, now protected by the Company’s 
extended boundary, must pi ogiessively improve under good management, 
and consequently his Highness’s revenue must increase, it will also in- 
crease from similar effects in those districts undei the management of the 
Company 

A true Copy, N B Edmonstone, 

Persian translator to Govt 


No CLXXXH 

The Earl of Moimngton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan, Esq 
SiB, Fort St Geoige, 24th April, 1799 

Shums-oo-Doulah, the brothei-in-law of the Nabob of 
Bengal, having been detected in a design to invite Zemaun 
Shah to invade Hindostan foi purposes hostile to the Biitish 
possessions, has been lately taken into custody, and among 
his papers, which were seemed upon that occasion, have been 
found letters fiom Shaikh Khulfaun, and othei persons of 
note at Muscat, to the addiess of Shums-oo-Doulah and of the 
Nabob of Bengal, the contents of which afford the strongest 
reason to believe that some scheme, mjuiious to the British 
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interests, has been in agitation between these paities The 
language is studiously obscure, and all explanation is refeiied 
to the veibal communications of the agent employed to nego- 
tiate between the parties The specific object of the negotia- 
tion, theiefoie, cannot be tiaced in these papeis, but it evi 
dently appeals to have been commenced by the people of 
Muscat, a cneumstance which, added to othei indications in 
these letteis, lendeis it piobable that the whole has its oiigin 
m the machinations of the Fiench 
As Shums-oo-Douldh has offeied to make an ample disclo- 
suie of all he knows lespectmg the vaiioiis conspiiacies which 
have lately been discoveied, and as the agent Shaikh T’hamass, 
who by the late accounts was at Mooisbedabad, will in all 
probability be appiehended, I tiust we shall soon obtain satis- 
factory information upon the subject , in the meantime, how- 
ever, I think It necessaiy to apprize you ot what has alieady 
come to light, and to desiie that you will keep a vigilant eye 
upon the poit of Muscat, with a view to defeat the design, 
which there is leason to suspect that Goveinment entei tains 
of affording assistance to the French 
I lequest that you will convey the substance of this infoi- 
mation to the Admiral, with my request that he will diiect his 
attention to the port of Muscat 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most faithful Servant, 

Mobnington 


No CLXXXm. 

The Earl of Mornmgton to Colonel Palmer, Resident at Poonah 

Sir, Fort St George, 25tli Apiil, 1799 

The accounts of the treacherous designs of the Peishwa, 
and of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, aie lendeied piobable by the 
weakness, piofligacy, and necessitous condition of both, as 
well as by the general tenoi of their lecent pioceedings 
I have received from the Resident at Hydei abad commu- 
nications, correspondmg in all the leading pomts with youi 
intelligence 

I hope to leain that, in consequence of this discovery, you 
have suspended the execution of that pait of my instructions 
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of the Old instant which authoiized you to declare to the 
Peishwa, “ that, notwithstanding the pei verse and foihiddmg 
policy of the Court of Poonah, I should not fail to secure to 
him an equal participation with the other allies in any ces- 
sions which might be enforced from Tippoo Sultaun ” 

The tieacheiy and intended hostdity of the Peishwa de- 
prive him of any claim to consideration on the part of the 
British Goveinment His conduct would justify a declara- 
tion of war For the present, however, it will be sufficient 
merely to withhold the assurances authorized in my letter to 
you of the 3id instant, and I accordmgly direct you not to 
communicate them to the Peishwa, or to Ins ministers, if you 
shall not have communicated them before this lettei shall 
reach you. 

But it is necessary to adopt a stronger and more decisive 
mode of proceeding with regard to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
whose unsatisfactory reply to youi lemonstiance against his 
admission of vakeels from Tippoo, renders it an indispensa- 
ble duty to impose some lestiaint on his unprovoked and un- 
principled projects of plunder and rapine 

I, therefore, direct you to signify, in my name, to Dowlut 
Rao Sciiidiah, without delay, either vei bally or by writing, 
“ that lepoits have reached me of his hostile designs against 
the Nizam, that I sincerely hope, and am wilhng to believe, 
those reports to be groundless You will add, that his High- 
ness the Nizam, being now cordially and actively engaged m 
the war against Tippoo Sultaun, conformably to the defensive 
ti eaty of tuple alhance, any attempt against his Highness the 
Nizam’s dominions would be equivalent to an attack upon the 
Company The British Goveinment, therefore, could not 
view with indifteience any such attempt on the part of any 
power whatevei, — accordingly it is my determination, in the 
event of any violation of the teriitory of the Nizam, by what- 
ever power, to support his Highness with the whole force of 
the Company ” 

Instead of making a sinulai declaration to the Peishwa, it 
will be sufficient to apprize him of the communication which I 
have directed to be made to Scindiah , he cannot fail to apply 
my admomtion to himself, if it should excite in him any ap- 
prehensions for the consequences of his late connection with 
Scindiah, he will be the more encouiaged to detach himself 
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from that chieftain, by the hope which oui silence is calcu- 
lated to lead him to entertain, that we have not discovei ed 
their intiigue , on the othei hand, wete he to know that I 
was fully apprized of the extent of his treacheious designs, 
despair might impel him to unite himself moie closely with 


Scindiah 


I am, Sii, &c 

Mornington 


No CLXXXIV 

The Earl of Morning ten to Majoi Banneiman 
Sir, Fort St George, 25tli April, 17^9 

I am extremely concerned to leain the death of the Dewan 
of the Rajah of Tiavancoie, as well on account of liis attach- 
ment to the inteiests of the Company, as fiom motives of re- 
spect foi the charactei of his ability and piudence 
I am sensible of the difficulties which may attend the 
choice of a new Dewan, and I, therefoie, authoiize you to 
interfeie as fai as you may judge it advisable, in the lecom- 
mendation of a piopei peison to succeed to that office I 
rely, implicitly, on your honour and integiity on this delicate 
point, being peisuaded, that in lecommending a peison to fill 
the office of Dewan, you will be guided by no other motive 
than an equal consideiation of the interests of the Company 
and those of the Rajah of Travancore 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CLXXXV 

The Earl of Mornington to his Excellency Tjuat -General Hams 
Sir, Fort St George, 26tli April, 1799 

The danger of an early attack upon the dominions of the 
Nizam by Doulut Rao Scindiah, either singly oi m concert 
with the Peishwa, appeals to have inci eased since my letter 
of the 23rd instant * The gieatest and most efficient part of 
the Nizam’s aimy being now employed in Mysore , and the 
state of our force in the Carnatic not admitting of any prompt 


Vide piige 53a 
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01 effectual aid in tioops fiom us, it is, theiefore, extremely 
desirable that the Nizam’s contingent, now seiving with you, 
as well as the Company’s subsidiaiy tioops (or Lieut -Colonel 
Daliymple’s detachment) should be at hbeity, as eaily as 
possible, to letuin to Hyderabad for the piotection of his 
Highness’s teiiitoiies 

The early capture of Seiingapatam would, probably, ena- 
ble you to admit, without danger or inconvenience, the de- 
paituie of the Nizam’s contingent, and of the subsidiary 
troops Leaving it to youi discietion to deteimine the period 
of then dismission, I trust that you will not detain them a 
moment after you shall judge youi army (exclusive of the 
Nizam’s contingent and subsidiary force) to be sufficient for 
the prosecution of the war against the Sultaun 
I have the honoui to be, &c 

Mobnington 


No CLXXXVI 

Lieut ^General Hmm to the Earl of Mottling ton 
My Lord, Camp, before Sermgapatam, 27tli April, 1799 

Oui approaches to the foit weie advanced 250 yards on the 
night of the 24th, and a batteiy of four guns was erected on 
the 25th, which destroyed the defences of some which boie 
on oui attack This opened with consideiable effect yester- 
day moining, and in the evening the enemy’s entienchments 
in advance were attacked and earned, not without an obsti- 
nate contest, which continued through the night Our troops 
now occupy these works, and their lodgement will, I trust, 
this night be made secure The possession of these works is 
of great importance as it gives us the ground on which the 
breaching batteiy must be erected, and every circumstance of 
the siege promises favomably The enemy have disputed 
every inch of ground, and the spirit and conduct of the 
troops on every occasion, (and we have had several) which re- 
quired animated exertion, has been such as I cannot applaud 
too highly 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

George Harris 
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No CLXXXVII 


Lieutenant Geneial Hams to the Bail 0 / Momington 
My Lord Gump, Seimg^apatam, 28tli April, 1799 

I yesteiday lepoited toyoui Lordship the successful attack 
nude the pieceding evening on the advanced work of the 
enemy In the course of last night, the position occupied by 
our tioops was strongly secured This morning a letter from 
Tippoo Sultaun, of which I annex a translation, was received 
In reply, I have referred to the terms forwarded on the 22d, 
as those only on which I would treat, declining to admit any 
vakeels unless they were accompanied by the hostages and 
specie, in consequence of those teims being agreed to, and 
insisting on an answer by three o’clock to-moirow 
This night our breaching battery will be built, and its fire 
tomoirow will probably have considerable effect on the Sul- 
taun’s determmation, no offer to negociate shall for an instant 
delay our mrhtary operations, and every appearance of their 
present state and progress rs extremely favourable 
I have the honour to be, &c 

George Harris. 


Translation of a Letter from Tippoo Sultaun to Lieut -Gcnei al Hants, 
having no elate, hut received in Camp before Senngapatam, on the 
mh April 1799 

I have the pleasure of your friendly letter and understand 
its contents. Thepomts in question are weighty, and without 
the intervention of Ambassadors, cannot be brought to a con- 
clusion, I am, therefore, about to send two gentlemen to you, 
and have no doubt but a conference will take place , they will 
personally explain themselves to you , what moie can I write. 
A true translation. 

Barbi Close 
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No CLXXX^'Iir 

y/it Eml oj Mo)nm!iton to Lieut -Gene) al Hmnt 

Fort St George, 28tli Apiil, 1799 

Cuiient accounts rendei it piobable that Tippoo Sultaun 
will attempt toietnefiom Seimgapatam to Chittledioog, oi to 
some othei of his stiong bill foits To coimteiact this at- 
tempt, you will employ the whole activity, skill, and zeal of 
youi dimy , and you will omit no eflfort to inteicept the Sul- 
taun, if he should move out of his capital foi the puipose of 
effecting such an escape 

If the Sultaun should escape and Seimgapatam should fall 
into the possession of the Biitish army, the powei and leputa- 
tion of Tippoo will cei tainly suffei a gieat blow, but while he is 
able to keep an amy in the field, and to maintain himself in 
any stiong position, oui efforts to i educe him to the last ex- 
tremity must be uniemitted 

In the event supposed, aftei piopeily seeming the posses- 
sion of Seimgapatam, and stoimg it as amply as it may be m 
youi powei with giain, you will lesume youi opeiations 
against the enemy, with as little delay, and with as much 
vigoui as possible 

You can best judge whethei it would be piacticable to un- 
dertake the siege of Chittledioog, (supposing Tippoo toretiie 
to that place) duiing the appioachmg monsoon If you can 
pm sue the enemy duiing the monsoon, without too great 
hazaid to the health or safety of yom aimy, every consider a- 
tion of policy will requiie such a pursuit 

Should so vigoi ous a prosecution of the wai be impracti- 
cable 01 inexpedient duiing the monsoon, you will employ the 
interval in seeming the lesouices of the Enemy’s counti y , 
cndeavouimg (as fai as can be done without too gieat a dis- 
persion of youi foice) to establish yom self in all the districts 
of Tippoo lying to the southward of the Cameiy , (including 
Peiiapatam) and opening a direct communication to the noith- 
waid of that iivei between Seimgapatam and Ryakottah, by 
seizing such places as may be necessaiy mthat line 

In dll yom operations under the case supposed m the pre- 
sent letter, you must keep in view as much as possible, the 

VOL I g o 
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object of afFotding eveiy piacticable degiee of protection to 
the Nizam’s fiontier, until you shall be able in puisuance of my 
instructions of the 26th instant, to dismiss fiom Mysoie his 
Hmhness’s contingent and subsidiary troops, undei the com- 
mand of Lieut.-Colonel Dalrymple 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CLXXXIX 

TheEmlof Mot mng ton to the Hon Jonathan Duncan 
SfKj Fort St George, Apnl 30, 1799 

1 Conciuient accounts lendei it piobable that Tippoo Sul- 
taun will attempt to letiie fiom Seiingapatain to Chittledioog, 
01 to some other of his strong lull foits 

2 If the Sultaun should escape, and Seiingapatam should 
fall into the possession of theBiitish aimy, the power and le- 
putation of Tippoo will ceitainly sufFei a great blow, but while 
he is able to Iceep an aimy in the field, and to maintain him- 
self in any strong position, our efforts to reduce him to the 
last extremity must be uiiremitted 

3 In the event supposed, it would be the object of General 
Hams, after propeily secuiing the possession of Sermgapa- 
tain, to resume his operations against the enemy with as little 
delay and with as much vigour as possible 

4 Whether it would be practicable to undei take the siege of 
Chittledioog (supposing Tippoo to letiie to that place) dining 
the approaching monsoon. General Hams alone is competent 
to judge , but at whatever period this expedition may be un- 
dertaken, the distance of the supposed field of action from 
Senngapatara and its vicinity to the Mahratta frontier, make 
It peculiarly desirable to secuie to oui army not only the le- 
soui ces of the adjacent Mahratta possessions, but the efficient 
cooperation of a considerable Mahiatta foice 

5 Neither the state of the Peishwa’s authority, noi of liis 
inclination to our cause, would justify the least expectation of 
the requisite coopeiation fiom him, Purseiam Bhow is the 
only Mahratta chieftain who is able to affoid us the aid in 
question 



1799 THE HON. JONATHAN DUNCAN 563 

6 The piesent position of this chieftain’s force, and the le- 
lative situation of the countiy undei his management, \nth 
lespect to Chittledioog and Bednoie, lendei it paiticularly 
desiiahle to engage his coidial sei vices, while the well known 
antipathy subsisting between him and Tippoo Sultaun offers 
a leasonahle piesumption that Puiseiam Bhow would he dis- 
posed, by a leasonable piospect of advantage, to assist in the 
reduction of the Sultaun’s jiowei 

7 With a view, theiefoie, to the accomplishment of this es- 
sential object, I wish a diiect communication to be opened 
between the Company’s Government and Puiseiam Bhow 

8 It has occuiied to me that this communication can best 
be opened and maintained fiomtlie coast of Malabai, (peihaps 
from Goa,) fioin which place to the lesidence of Puiseiam 
Bhow, the loute would piobably be found sufficiently easy 
and secuie 

9 It IS my wish that Lieut -Colonel Little and Mr Uthoff 
should be employed on this mission, and that for this pur- 
pose they should pioceed with as little delay as possible to 
Goa, there to hold themselves in readuiess to lepaii either 
jointly or sepaiately to the residence of Puiseiam Bhow, 
whenever they shall receive authentrc information of the flight 
of Tippoo Sultaun fiom Seimgapatam, whether to Chittle- 
dioog or to any other of his stiong hill forts. 

10 The mam point which they must endeavour to cany 
with the Bhow is, his immediate and cordial cooperation at the 
head of the laigest force in cavalry which he can assemble, 
with our aimy m Mysore, for the purpose of prosecuting the 
war against Tippoo with the utmost vigoui 

1 1 The subordinate points relating to the specific manner in 
which the Bhow shall cooperate with our army in Mysore, 
must be adjusted in conceit with General Hairis, according 
to whose advice and i equisitions the Bhow must engage to 
regulate all his movements Without waiting, however, for 
any specific requisition fiom General Hams, the Bhow must 
be lequired to engage to advance, without loss of time, m the 
direction of Chittledioog, or of such fortress as may be occu- 
pied by the Sultaun 

12 The Commissioneis will, of course, endeavour to obtain 
the concuiience of Puiseram Bhow in these measures, on the 
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most reasonable teims, without piesci’ibing the natuie oi ex- 
tent of the encoiuagement to be held out to him 

IS I authoiize the Commissionei s to pledge the Company’s 
Goveinment to seciue to Puiseiam Bhow, fiom the territories 
which may be obtained fiom Tippoo Sultaun by the alhes, a 
Jaghiie of such amount as they shall deem adequate to the 
service required I also authorize them to piomise to the 
Bhow, at the expiration of the war, a sum of money hunted 
by the same punciple They may also advance to the Bhow 
immediately, for the puipose of enabhng him to move into the 
enemy’s country a sum of money, not exceeding a month’s 
subsistence, for such force as he shall bung into the field 
This advance will not be made unless the Bhow should abso- 
lutely lequiie it 

14 The Commissionei s must have the necessary credit given 
tliem foi drawing on your Government for any such advance 
as they shall judge requisite to be fuinislied to the Bhow 

15 It is not improbable that Turseram Bhow may require to 
be jomed by a detachment of the Company’s tioops I should 
have no objection to complying with such an application did 
circumstances admit of it , but as this is not likely to be the 
case, I can only authorize the Commissioners to assure him, 
that he shall be joined, if he desires it, by a detachment of 
the Company’s tioops, on his approaching oi reaching the 
army of General Hairis 

16 I shall direct Mi UthofF to proceed to Goa by the liist 
opportunity, m order that he may be prepared to repair from 
thence to Purseiam Bhow’s residence on leceiving intelli- 
gence of the event stated m the 9th paragraph of this letter 
In this event, both the Commissioners, if at Goa, will proceed 
together , but if only one of them should be arrived at Goa^ 
he must proceed without waiting foi the othei , and execute 
singly the objects of the commission 

17 I should lepose perfect confidence in the abihty eithei of 
Ml UthofF 01 of Lieut -Colonel Little, to accomplish the 
objects of the proposed embassy, and my view m calling for 
the services of both, is solely to provide equally against the 
accidents of season to the noithwaid oi southward of Goa 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

your most faithful servant, 

Mornington. 
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No CXC 

rill Eml uj Mo! nmgton to Lieutenant Geneial Hams 
Sir, Fort St Goorge, 30th Apiil, 1709 

I entuely appiove of youi deterniination not to negotiate 
with the Sultaun I tiust that, befoie this lettei can reach 
you, you will be in possession of Seimgapatam. You will 
observe, that my instiuctions to you, in the event of youi 
obtaining possession of the place were, that you should nei- 
ther open noi conclude any negotiation without special au- 
thoiity fioin me I am persuaded that you will pay paiUculai 
attention to this instuiction, and if you should be m posses- 
sion of the place, that you will use every exeition to fuinish 
me, without delay, with such infoimation as may enable me 
to provide effectually for the complete and lasting security of 
the Company’s interests in this quarter I have made, and 
shall continue to employ, every possible effort to provide for 
the ample supply of your army in every respect 
I have the honour to be, &c 

Morningion. 


No CXCI 

I'he Eml oj- Moimngton to hs Etccellenty Sn Aimed Clatke 
My dear Sir, Fort St Geoigc, 30tli Apiil, 1799 

I request that, immediately on receiving this lettei, you will 
appoint a committee “ to take into consideration the state of 
the police m Calcutta, and in the cities of Moorshedabad, 
Dacca, Patna and Benares, and also in the several districts 
under the Company’s Government, within the provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, Orissa and Benares, and to report the same, 
together with such new regulations as may appear best 
adapted to the present circumstances of the sard cities and 
districts ” 

To this committee I wish that the magistrates of the se- 
veral cities and districts should be required foithwith to 
report the state of the police within their respective depait- 
ments, together with such amendments as appear necessary 
and practicable foi the improvement of the same 
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I Wish the committee to consist ot Mi Bailow, Mi Harmg- 
ton, Ml Macklew, and Mi Blaquiere, with any other names 
which Ml Barlow may suggest The lepoit of the committee 
to be transmitted to me, fiomtinie to time, dm mg my absence 
hom Bengal, and no measuie to be adopted until I shall 
have had an oppoitunity of signifying my wishes to you The 
committee cannot be appointed too soon noi pioceed too eaily 
to report upon the police of Calcutta and of the seveial cities 
It would be desiiahle that Mi Bailow should communicate 
with Sir John Anstiuthei, fiom tune to time, and should sig- 
nify to him my request, that he will be so good as to aid the 
committee with his opinion duiing the piogiess of then en- 
quiry The judges have been alieady requested to furnish 
me with their advice lespecting the state of the police at Cal- 
cutta, and I flattei myself that, with their assistance, added 
to tlie detailed lepoit of the proposed committee, I may he 
enabled to establish such a system of regulation as shall tend 
to secuie, on a moie durable foundation, the good oidei and 
tianquillity of the cities and piovmces imdei the peculiar 
cliaige of the Goveinnient of Bengal 

Believe me, my deal Sir, See 

Mornington 


No CXCII 

[This letter was accidentally omitted under its piopei date ] 
Lord elite to the Secret Committee of the Court oj Duectois 
Gentlemen, Fortbt George 17th April, 1709 

Understanding that the Goveinoi-Geiieial ti.insmits to you 
by the present despatch a full and detailed account of the 
war in which we are engaged with Tippoo Sultaun, and of the 
circumstances, and motives which have deteimined his Loid- 
ship in the choice of the measures winch he has pm sued re- 
lative thereto, I should leniain satisfied with what is written 
in the letter of this Government of this day’s date to the Se- 
cret Committee, did it not occiii to iny mmd that it may be 
satisfactory to you to know moie explicitly my sentiments 
upon the actual state ot oui afiiaiis lespecting the war , and 
that I should not do justice to the Goveinoi -General if I did 
not expiess my sense of the conduct which has put us in a 
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Situation of sucli fan and well giounded expectation as that 
in which we aie now placed Upon my ainvalheie the end 
of August last, I enteitained the most seiious appiehensions 
of the Sultaun’s invading the Cainatic, which, had he done, 
veiy difficult would it have been to have assembled the whole 
of oui aimy, and vain would have been the hope of collecting 
a sufficiency of supplies and cattle to enable us to undeitake 
the siege of Seiingapatam this season, and finish the war in 
one campaign But the foitune ol the Company pievented, 
and possibly the complete success of the measure of annihi- 
lating the Fiench paity, and increasing the subsidiary force 
at Hyderabad, planned with so much wisdom by the Governor 
General, and executed with so much ability by Colonel 
Roberts, under the diiection of the resident, Captain Kirk- 
patrick, confounded the Sultaun, and deter led him from 
bringing upon the Carnatic so severe a calamity 

From the time I was acquainted with the views and inten- 
tions of the Governor -General, it became the object of my 
constant sohcitude, in conjunction with the other members of 
this Government, to promote his measures by the most zea- 
lous and cordial cooperation, and we had the gratification 
upon his Lordship’s arrival here the end of the last year, to 
receive this full and entire approbatron of the exertions that 
had been made, and of the advanced state in which he found 
our preparations for war Since that period, the same 
wisdom and energy which had characterised the Governor- 
General’s Councils has guided our exertions , and we have 
had the satisfaction to know that the most formidable and 
best equipped British army that ever took the field in India, 
combined with a respectable force from the Nizam, entered 
Mysore the 5 th of last month Bombay has not been less for- 
ward in Its exertions, and the two victories obtained by 
General Stewart the Gth March, and by General Hams on the 
27th, are presages of future success, and serve to evince how 
little able Tippoo is, without Fiench aid, to contend against 
the force which is assailing him The distracted state of the 
court of Poonah, whose friendship may be deemed equivocal, 
the effectual assistance of the Nizam, the close connection sub- 
sisting between that Prince and the Company, and the power- 
ful state of our armies, encourage us to expect a speedy 
and gloiious termination to the contest The ii reconcilable 
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hdtied of the Sultaun, and the uncertain state of the Fiench 
m Egypt, of whom we have no accounts to be depended upon 
since August last, when Buonapaite was still at the head of 
17 01 18,000 men, authoiize and point out the necessity of 
continuing the wai till we can obtain complete secuiity, and 
establish the foundations of a duiable and undistuibed peace 
The expenses of piepaiation have fiom then extent been un 
avoidably gieat, but as we have leason to expect that if the 
wai IS not entnely finished m one campaign, the weight of it 
mil, I trust, upon the whole, piove an economical one, and 
that the acquisitions we may gain, and the secuiity we shall 
deiive from them, will amply lepay the expenses we shall 
have incuiied 

Concuiimg as I do in the views of the Goveinoi-General, 
healing testimony to the wisdom and decision of his councils, 
and sensible of the advantages which must evei result fiom 
the person who has the contioul of the Company’s affairs, 
and the means of drawing for the resources of the three Pre- 
sidencies, being as near the scene of action as possible in a 
contest like the present, I desire to assure you of my con- 
tinuing to give my utmost support and most cordial coopera- 
tion to measures which bid fan to reflect so much honour upon 
Lord Moimngton’s administration, and to secure the most 
solid advantages to the Company and the British Empire 
In these sentiments I am most heartily joined by the other 
members of this Government 

I have the honour to be, with the highest consideration 
and respect, 

Gentlemen, 

youi obliged and most faithful Servant, 

CniVEe 


No CXCIII 

Lieutenant-Geneiul Hants to the Earl oj Mot nuigton 
My Lord, Camp, Senugapatam, 4tli May, 179'? 

I have the pleasure to infoiin you, that this day, at one 
o’clock, a division of the aimy under my command assaulted 
Seiingapatani , and that at half past two o’clock the place 
was completely in our possession Tippoo Sultaim fell in the 
assault Two of his sons, the Sultaun Padshi, and Mayen 



1799 THE EARL OF MOENINGTON. 569 

ud Deen^ aie piisoueis, with many of the pimcipal Sudais 
Oui success has been complete , I will foiwaid to youi Lord- 
ship details heieaftei * 

I have the honom to he, &c 

G Harris 


No cxcrv, 

Lieut -Geneial Hams to the Eat I of Motnmgton 
My Lord, Sciingapatam, 7th May, 1799 

On the 4th instant -j I had the honoui to addiess to youi 
Loidship a hasty note, containing in few woids the sum of 
oui success, which I have now to lepoit moie in detail 
The file of our hatteiies, which began to hattei in breach 
on the 30th of Apiil, had, on the evening of the 3rd instant, 
so much destiojed the walls against which it was diiected, 
that the aiiangement was then made foi assaulting the place 
on the following day, when the breach was lepoited piacti- 
cable The troops intended to he employed weie stationed 
on the trenches early on the morning of the 4th, that no ex- 
tiaoi dinar y movement might lead the enemy to expect the 
assault, which I had determined to make m the heat of the 
day, as the time best calculated to ensure success, as their 
troops would then be least prepared to oppose us 

Two flank companies of Europeans, taken from those legi- 
ments necessarily left to guaid our camps and out-posts, fol- 
lowed by the 12th, 33id, 73id, and 74th regiments, and three 
corps of grenadier sepoys, taken from the troops of the three 
Presidencies, with 200 of his Highness the Nizam’s ti oops, 
formed the party for the assault, accompanied by 100 of the 
di tiller y, and the corps of pioneers, and supported in the 
trenches by the battalion companies of the regiment De Meu- 
ron, and four battahons of Madias sepoys Colonel Shei- 


Received at Fort St George the 11th of May, 1799 This despatch was 
inclosed in a sealed quill, and conveyed through Mysore by a secret mes- 
sengei — the country being then filled with Tippoo Sultaun’s troops and 
adherents 4 his ciicumstance accounts for the long delay m his arrival 
at Madias 


t See pieccdiiig page 
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brooke and Lieut -Colonels Dunlop, Daliymple, Gaidner, 
and Mignon, coimnanded the seveial flank coips, and Ma]oi- 
Geneial Baud ivas entiusted with the diiection of this im- 
poi tant sell" ice * 

At one o’clock the ti oops moved from the tienches, ciossed 
the loeky bed of the Caveiy under an extiemely heavy hie, 
passed the glacis and ditch, and ascended the bleaches in the 
Fausse Biaye, and lampait of the foit, surmounting in the 
most gallant manner eveiy ohstacle which the difhculty of the 
passage, and the resistance of the enemy piesented to oppose 
their progress Major-General Baird had divided his foice 
foi the puipose of cleaimg theiampaits to the right and left , 
one division was commanded by Colonel Sheibiooke, the 
othei by Lieut -Colonel Dunlop , the lattei was disabled m 
the bleach, but both corps, although strongly opposed, were 
completely successful Resistance continued to be made fiom 
the palace of Tippoo foi some time after all firing had ceased 
fiom the w'oiks, two of his sons weie theie, who, on an as- 
suiance of safety, suirendeied to the tioops suiiounding 
them, and guards were placed for the protection of the family, 
most of whom were in the palace It was soon aftei leported 
that Tippoo Sultaun had fallen Syed Saheb, Meei Saduc, 
Syed Gofar, and many others of his chiefs were also slain , 
measures weie immediately adopted to stop the confusion, at 
first unavoidable, in a city strongly garrisoned, crowded with 
mhabitants, and then property m rums, from the fire of a 
numerous artillery, and taken by assault The princes weie 
removed to camp 

It appealed to Major-General Band so important to ascer- 
tain tlie fate of the Sultaun, that he caused immediate search 
to he made for his body, which, after much difficulty, was 
found late in the evening in one of the gates under a heap of 
slam, and placed m the palace The corpse was the next 
day lecogmzed by the family, and interred with the honours 
due to lus lank, in the mausoleum of his father 

The strength of the fort is such, both from its natuial posi- 
tion and the stupendous works by which it is surrounded, 
that all the exertions of the brave troops who attacked it, m 
whose praise it is impossible to say too much, weie required 


Sei, Geneial Baud’s rcpoit m Append]' 
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to place it in oui hands Of the meiits of the aimy I have 
expiessed my opinion in orders, a copy of which I shall foi- 
waid to-morrow, and I trust youi Loidship will point out 
then sei vices to the favouiable notice of then king and 
countiy 

I am Sony to add, that on collecting the leturns of oui loss 
it IS found to have been much heaviei than I had at fust ima- 
gined An accuiate statement shall be sent to-moiiow 

On the 5th instant Abdul Khalic, the eldei of the piinces, 
foimeily hostages with Loid Cornwallis, suiiendeied himself 
at our out-posts, demanding piotection Kenm Saheb, the 
brothel of Tippoo had befoie sought lefuge with Meei Al- 
lum Behadin A Cowl Namah was yesteiday despatched to 
Futteh Hydei, the eldest son of Tippoo, inviting him to join 
his biothei Purneah and Meer Cummer ul deen Khan have 
also been summoned to Seiingapatam. No answers have yet 
been leceived, but I expect them shoitly, as then famihes aie 
in the foit. 

This moment Ah Reza, foinieily one of the vakeels from 
Tippoo Sultaun to Lord Coinwalhs, has aiiived fiom Meei 
Cummei ul Deen Khan to ask my oideis foi 4000 hoi se, now 
undei his command Ah Reza was commissioned, to declaie 
that Meer Cummei ul Deen would make no conditions, hut 
lely on the geneiosity of the English He desired meiely to 
state, that his claim to the Jaghiie of Guiramconda was well 
known, as was his family and chaiactei If these and his 
connexion with the unfoitunate family of the Tippoo Sultaun 
should give him a claim to this ancient possession of his 
house, his sense of obligation would hind him ever to the Bii- 
tish interests If this could not he gianted to him, he hoped 
he might obtain permission to letire with his family to Hydeia- 
bad On this subject I have piomised to ask youi Loid- 
ship’s pleasure , he will shoitly ainve, and as the aimy of the 
late Sultaun look up chiefly to him, I hope through his 
means to be enabled at once to restore tianquillity Monsieui 
Chapiiy and most of the Fiench aie prisoners They have 
commissions fiom the Fiench Go'Veinment 

I have the honour to be, i&c , 

George Harris. 


Sec Appendix 
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AhstrutC cj « ntinn «/ hllul, wounded and miatuff, at ihu uhMuUof Senng- 
upntmn, on the ^ih May, 179 ‘) 

hmopcam Allied —2 captains, 6 lieutenants, J serjcduts, 1 diummei, 
ami 58 rank and hie 

TFtntiided—\ lieut -colonel, 4 captains, 8 lieutcuauts, 3 ensigns, 2 con- 
ductors, 12 serjeants, 5 diummers, and 228 rank and file 
Missing — ■! Serjeant and 3 lant and hie 
Mutmes Allied — 13 rank and file 

iFuiinded — I Jemadar, two drummers, and 31 lank and file 
Missing — 2 rank and file 

P A AGNEW, Militaiybec 


Amins oj Offweis killed and wounded on the assault 

Allied — Lieutenant Mather, 76tli, Captain Owen, 77th , Lieutenants 
Lalor, 73rd, (flank company’s) Parquhar, Prendergast, Hill, and Shawe, 
74th , Captain Cornuck, pioneers 

jroumkd — Lieutenants Tunicr, Broughton, and Skelton, 75th , Lieu- 
teiiant-Colonel Dunlop and Lieutenant Laurence, 77th, Lieutenant Weld), 
Bombay regiment, Captain Liirdy and Lieutenant Mackej, Meiuon, 
flank companies , Lieutenant Shawe, 76th, seirmg with 12th legiment , 
Captain Mae Lcod, Lieutenant Thomas, Ensigns An til and Guthiie, 7 Ird 
regiment , Captain Caldwell, engineeis , Captain Prescott, aitiUeiy 
P A AGNEW, Military Sec 


Copy of General Ordeis, dated Camp at Seiingapatam, 6th May, 1799 

Ihe Cominander-m-Chief congiatidatcs the gallant ai my, which he has 
the honour to command, on the conquest of yesterday The eflPocts aus- 
ing from the attainment of such an acquisition, as far exeeed the piesent 
limits of detail, as the unremitting zeal, labour, and unparalleled valour of 
the troops surpass his powers of piaise For services incalculable in then 
consequences, he must consider the army as well entitled to the applause 
and gratitude of their country at large 
"While Lieut -General Harris sincerely laments the loss sustained in the 
valuable officers and men, who fell m the attack, he cannot omit to return 
his thanks in the warmest terms to M^or-General Baird, tor tne decided 
and able mannorm which he conducted the assault, and the humane mea- 
sures which he subsequently adopted for preserving order and regularity 
m the place He requests Major-Geneial Band wiU communicate to the 
officersandmen, who on that great occasion acted under his command, the 
high sense which he raustevci cnteitainof then atchievements andments 
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The Comniandei-in-Chief requests that Colonel Gent and the corps of 
engineers under his aiders, will accept his thanks for their nniemitting 
exertions in conducting the duties of that very important departraentj and 
his best acknowledgements are due to Major Beatson foi the essential as- 
sistance given to this branch of the service, by the constant exertions of 
his ability and zeal 

The merit of the artilleiy corps is so strongly expressed by the effects of 
their lire, that the Cominander-in-Chiet can only desire Colonel Smith 
to assure the officers and men of the excellent corps undei his command, 
that he feels most fully their claim to approbation 

In thus publicly expiessing his sense of the good conduct of the aimy, 
the Commander-in-Chief finds himself called upon to notice in a most 
paiticulai manner tlie exertions of Captain Dowse, and his corps of pio- 
neers, which duimg the present service, have been equally marked by 
unremitting labour, and the ability with which that labour was applied 

On leferung to the pi ogress of the siege, so many occasions have oc- 
cur! edfor applause to the tioops, that it is difficult to particularize indivi- 
dual ment , but the gallant manner m which Lieuteiunt-Colonel Shawe, 
the Hon Colonel Wellesley, Lieut -Colonel Moneypenny, the Hon Lieut - 
Colonel St John, Major Macdonald, Major Shelly, and Lieut -Colonel 
Wallace, conducted the attacks on the seveial out-works and posts of the 
enemy, demand to be lecoided, and the very spa ited attack led by Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell of H M 74lh regiment, which tended so greatly to 
sccuie the position oui tioops had attained in the enemy’s works, on the 
26th ultimo, claims the stiongest appiobation of the Commander-iii- 
Chief 

The important pait taken by the Bombay army fiom the commence- 
ment of the siege, in all the operations which have led to its honourable 
conclusion, has been such as well sustains its long established reputation 
The gallant mannci in which the post nt the village of Agrar was aie/ed 
bythefoice under Colonel Hart -the ability displayed in diiecting the file 
of the batteries established there — thevigourwith which eveiyattack of the 
enemy on the out-posts of that aimy was lepulsed— and the spirit shewn 
in the assault of the bleach, by the corps led by Lieut -Colonel Dunlop, 
are pointsof particular notice, for which thcCommandei-in-Chief lequests 
Lieut -Geneial Stuart wiU olfer his best thanks to the officeis and troops 
employed 

Lieut -Geneial Hairis tmsts that Lieut -Gen Stuart will excuse lus thus 
publicly expressing his sense of the cordial co-operation and assistance 
received from him duimg the present seivice, in the course of which, he 
has ever found it difficult to scpaiate the sentiments of his public duty 
from the waimest feelings of his private fiiendship 


Ecitiact fiom Geneial Oideis, dated Sei ingapatam, 8th May, 1779 

Lieut -Geneial Harris has pai ticulai pleasure in publishing to the ai my, 
the following extract of a repoit, transmitted to him yesteiday by Major- 
General Baird, as it places in a distinguished point of view the ment of 
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an officer on the very important occasion leferred to, whose genu al gal- 
lantry and good conduct since he has served with thi® army, have not 
faded to recommend him strongly to the Commander-m-Chi f 
“ It where all behaved nobly it is proper to mention individual merit, I 
know no man so justly entitled to praise, as Colonel Sheibrooke, to whose 
exertions I feel myself much indebted, for the success of the attack 
P A AGNEW, Mihtaiy Sec 


No CXCV 

TAe Earl of Mot mngton to the Mon Jonathan Dnnoan 
Sir, Fort St Geoige, 8th May, 1799 

The exemplary conduct and distinguished chaiactei of the 
Coorga Raja having lendeied me desuous of manifesting 
some public testimony ofmyappiobation of his lecent sei vices, 
the remission of his annual tiibute to the Company appejirs 
to me to be a measure, -wliich would combine the effects of an 
honourable distinction and of a piofitable lewaid My inten- 
tion IS that of the whole amount of the Rajah’s piesent tii- 
hute, which I undeistand to be about 24,000 lupees, a sum 
not exceeding a thousand rupees bereseived to the Company, 
or that in place of tribute, some aiticle of considerable value 
be annually required fiom him, as an acknowledgment of his 
allegiance to the British Government , I request, that after 
having determined the natuie of the acknowledgement to be 
required, accoiding to your own judgment, you will take the 
necessaiy measures for canying my mtentions mto effect I 
tlimk the airangement should be made to take place from the 
day of the junction of the aimy of Bombay with the detach- 
ment commanded by Major-General Floyd 

I am, &c 

Mornington 
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No CXCVI 

Lieut -General Han is to the Em I of Mornmgton 
My Dear Lord, Semgapatam, May 9tli, 1799 

That I most sinceiely congratulate youi Lordship on our 
most foitufiate successes, I feel you will give me entire credit 
foi , without my dwelling fui ther on the point The Almighty 
has been pleased to giant a victory so complete in all its events, 
as to leave nothing on my side to ask, but that your Loidship 
will come and regulate the political concerns foi the benefit 
of all concerned 

You may be assured that eveiy oidei or wish of yours sig- 
nified to me, shall in future, as heietofore, be earned into exe- 
cution with all possible despatch, but foi the good of out coun- 
tiy, I leally think your presence necessary For my part, 
politics have never been my study, exclusive of which, my 
constitution is evidently giving way to the anxieties I have 
already gone thiough, and I am fearful will fail altogether un- 
less allowed to leciuit in quiet I cannot expect the woild 
shall allow that the anxieties of the expedition were propor- 
tionally gieat to the shoitness of the peiiod in whiclnt has 
been executed, but I best know, that had mine been divided 
into as many yeais as we have been months, they would still 
have woin me down — added to this, I am not as equal to 
bodily fatigue as I thought myself, fiom all which, I shall be 
much obhged, by youi Lordship makmg such arrangements 
as to let me return as soon as convenient after oui meeting 
here In the meantime, you may depend that the same active 
measures, which under Providence, have so greatly tended'to 
insure oui success shall still be continued, and that we shall 
not sit down content with having taken the capital, but proceed 
with all possible despatch to secure the country 
I am, with the greatest regard, 

My Lord, 

Your very faithful and obliged 

Friend and Servant, 

Georoe Harris 

P S — I have eveiy reliance your Lordship will have no ob- 
jection to my son’s taking home the colours of the fort 
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No CXCVII 

Lord Clm lothrHon Hemy Dundcii 
Ml DEAR Sir, Port St George, ] 1th May, 179!) 

Although Loid Moinington writes to mfoim you of the 
news received yesteiday, and confiimed to-day, of the fall of 
Seiingapatani upon the 4th instant, I cannot allow his Loid- 
ship’s oveiland evpiess to depait without conveying to you 
the supiemegiatification I have in being able to offei you my 
wannest coiigiatulations upon that event having taken place 
within the shoit peiiod of two months from oui army havmg 
enteied the fiontiei of the enemy The wisdom which has 
presided ovei and directed tbe conduct of this shoit wai, the 
meiit of which rests almost solely with the Goveinoi-Geneial, 
the extent of oui piepaiations, and the vigoiii with which 
the army was equipped, and the celeiity with which the gieat 
object of the campaign has been earned into execution, len- 
dei the taking Seringapatam, with its concomitant ciicum- 
stances of the flight and fall of the Sultaun, of the families of 
that Piince’s pimcipal officeis having fallen into oui power, 
and of the immense quantity of nee and piovisions, and pio- 
bably of tieasuie captured, one of the most biilhant and 
useful achievements of this oi any othei age No event so 
important has occuired since the battle of Plassey m this 
countiy , that laid the foundations of oui greatness in India, 
and this last glonous success will, I tiust, confirm that great- 
ness, and place in our powei the means of durable, advan- 
tageous, and honourable peace The details of the siege and 
storm have not yet leached us, but from the ciicumstance of 
the Foiloin Hope havmg employed only six minutes to cioss 
the rocky bed of the rivei, and to leach the top of the bieach, 
it is leasonable to believe that our loss has been small Time 
does not peimit of my tioubling you fuithei at present, it is 
more than probable that Lord Moinmgton will be under the 
necessity of proceeding to Sermgapatam, in which case I shall 
accompany him, and you may be assured that nothing will 
give me more satisfaction than to have the honour of addiess- 
ing you from that place. 

I have the honour to be, 
with great esteem and respect, dear Sir, 
youl much obliged and faithful servant, 

Clive 
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No CXCVIII 

The Eat I of Mot mngtun to the Comt of Ditectors 
Honourable Sirs, Fort bt Geoige, 11th May, 1799 

No paiticulai comment is lequued fiom me to illustiatc 
the numeious advantages winch cannot fail to flow fiom the 
brilliant and decisive atchievement announced to youi Ho- 
nouiable Couit in the despatch of the Goveinor-Geneial in 
Council of this date ' But I cannot lefrain from offciing to 
you my sepaiate and most coi dial con giatulations on an event, 
the gloiy of which has nevei been sui passed (if it has ever 
been equalled), in the histoiy of the mihtaiy tiansactions of 
the Biitish nation in India 

The fall of Seringapatam, undei all the circumstances 
which accompanied that event, has placed the whole of the 
kingdom of Mysoie, with all its lesouices, at the disposal of 
youi Government, and the only powei in India to which the 
Flench could look foi assistance, oi which could be deemed 
foimidable to your inteiests, is now depiived of all vigoiii, if 
not entiiely extinct When youi Honouiable Couit recol- 
lects that these advantages have been acquired within foui 
months fiom the date of my am val at this Presidency, and 
within two from the period of the aimy’s entrance into My- 
sore, I tiust you will be of opinion that youi servants have 
not been deficient m alacrity or diligence 

When Lieutenant-General Hams took the field, I thought 
^t my duty to mvest him with the most efficient and extensive 
powers which it was possible foi me to delegate , and he has 
earned with him to the gates of Seiingapatam the full vigoui 
and energy of youi supreme Government To the judicious 
exercise of this ample authoiity, combined with the liberal 
supplies which had been provided for the army, may be as- 
ciibed in a great measure the unparalleled rapidity and piomp- 
titude of its operations I have the further satisfaction to add 
that the paiticulai detail of those operations, which I shall 
heieaftei submit to youi Honourable Couit, will fmnish the 
most biilhant examples of judgment, skill, discipline, firmness 

• The despatch adverted to is in siibstniKe the same as his Loidship’s 
lettei to the Court of Directors 
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and valoui, unclei many trials of all those distinguished qua- 
lities 

The dieadful fate of Tippoo Sultaun cannot he contem- 
plated without emotions of pain and legiet, but I tiust it will 
serve as a salutaiy lesson to the native Piinces of India, and 
will prove the danger of violating public engagements, and ui- 
viting foreign invasion for the prosecution of schemes of am- 
bition and hatied against the Biitish powei He was inteiied 
within his own capital on the clay following its capture, in the 
mausoleum of his father, with the honours of war, paid to his 
remains by the British army I am persuaded that your Ho- 
nourable Court will cleiive peculiar satisfaction from the in- 
telligence that his family and palace suffered no insult or 
violence dm mg the heat of the assault, and have since been 
protected with the utmost care 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Mornington 


No CXCIX, 

Eai I of Mni nmgton to Lieut -General Han is 

Fort St George, 12th May, 1799 
I had yesterday the satisfaction to receive your letter of 
the 4th instant, advising me of the capture of Seringapatam, 
and of the death of Tippoo Sultaun 
With the warmest sensations of admiration, affection, and 
attachment, I offer my cordial thanks and zealous congratula- 
tions to you, and to all the officers and privates composing 
the gallant army, which has achieved this glorious and deci- 
sive victory with a degree of energy, lapidity and skill, unpa- 
lallelled in this quarter of the globe, and seldom equalled in 
any part of the world 

It has afforded me peculiar satisfaction on this important 
occasion to learn, that every possible attention has been paid 
to the families of Tippoo Sultaun, and to those of his Chief- 
tains 

Although I have not yet received diiectly from you any 
official details of the circumstances attending the assault and 
capture of Sermgapatam, it is evident that the acquisition has 
been attended with ciicumstances of a nature to facilitate a 
final and satisfactory airangement of the country 
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I entirely appiove all youi pi oceedings of a political na- 
tuie (as fai as you have lepoited them to me) lelative to the 
negotiations with the Sultaun pieviously to the assault of the 
city You have faithfully puisued the spiiit of my instiuc- 
tions, and depaited fiom the letter only in such cases as 
would have compelled me to adopt simdai alteiations of piin- 
ciples and measuies if I had been on the spot 

The subject of a final adjustment of Mysoie is howevei so 
complicated and delicate as to appeal to lequiie my piesence 
at Seiingapatam For this leason, I intend forthwith to pro- 
ceed to Ryakottah , fiom which foitiess I can advance to 
Seiingapatam, if such a measuie should appeal to be neces- 
saiy In the meanwhile I have deteimined to despatch my 
hiotliei. Ml Heniy Wellesley, and Lieut -Colonel Kiikpa- 
iickto Ryakottah, with oideis to proceed to the aimy when- 
ever the communication shall be sufficiently open, foi the 
purpose of acting with the commissioneis appointed undei my 
instiuctions of the 22nd of Fehiuaiy, and of asceitaining a 
variety of points of detail on which it is necessaiy that I 
should he fully and accuiately infoinied previously to the for- 
mation of any definitive adjustment of the affairs of the King- 
dom of Mysoie 

But it IS requisite immediately that the Company should 
obtain full possession of all Canaia (including Bilguy and the 
heads of all the Ghauts communicating between Canaia and 
the Upper Country), as well as of the Coimhatoor Country 
You will, therefore, without delay lequiie fiom the proper 
persons the most peiemptoiy and unequivocal oiders foi the 
immediate dehveiy to the Company’s officers of all the forts, 
and of all other public property comprehended in these 
countries. 

For the purpose of taking possession of Canaia, you will 
(unless you should deem it imprudent) as soon as possible 
detach the army of Bombay, oi such part of it as may he ne- 
cessary It appears probable that you may safely detach the 
army of Bombay on this service , on the other hand, the pos- 
sibility of a French invasion in India from the Red Sea makes 
it desiiable that the army of Bombay should leturn to the 
Coast of Malabar, and that we should obtain possession of 
Canara as soon as possible 

For the purpose of secuime the Coimhatoor countiv. it 
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mil peihaps he sufficient if you send thithei the detachment 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Bi own as soon as may 
be piacticable 

The Bairahraalil at present containing an inconsideiable 
foice, you will letuin Lieut -Colonel Read’s detachment as 
soon as you may judge expedient 
At the same time that you demand fiom the piopei autho- 
rities the necessaiy ordeis foi the smiender to the Company 
of the specified countries and foils, you are to leqmie si- 
nnlai ordeis foi the prompt and unconditional dehveiy to the 
officers of his Highness the Nizam of the foils and distiicts 
of Gooty Bulheri, Guriumconda and Colai, with the excep- 
tion only of any foits in the two lattei, which may be situated 
at the head of passes leading fi ora the table land of Mysore 
into any of the districts of the Comjiany, oi of the Nabob of 
the Cainatic, it being my intention that all such foils shall be 
occupied by the Company’s tioops 
Foi the puipose of occupying and secuimg these coun* 
tiles it will be necessary that the contingent of his Highness 
the Nizam, and the subsidiaiy detachment should move to- 
wards the noith-east as soon as possible 

The countiy and piincipal foils situated between the noith 
bank of the Cavery and Colai, may be occupied foi the pre- 
sent either by the necessary detachments from your aimy 
or by Colonel Read The ultimate allotment of this tract is 
a point foi future consideration 
The Sirdars, on whose leady acquiescence and submission 
the Company and the Nizam must depend for an early and 
easy possession of the foils and countiies which have been 
mentioned, must be plainly infoimed that the measure of 
favoui and protection to be extended to them will be regulated 
by the alacrity and sinceiity with which they shall exert 
themselves to satisfy the allies on this occasion 
With regard to Bednore, and other parts of the late Tippoo 
Sultaun’s possessions bordeiing on the Mahratta fiontiei, 
1 wish those countries to lemain unoccupied foi the pre- 
sent, until I shall have detei mined what poitioii of teiri- 
tory shall be assigned to the Peishwa * Accoidingly, no 

• The necessity for this deliberation is explained m the Governor-Ge- 
neral’s letter to Geneial Hams (paragraph 6) of the 23rd April, 1799 (see 
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01 del s foi the deliveiy of any forts, oi the cession of any 
distiicts to the Mahrattas must be issued by the Sirdais in 
authoiity without my specific leqmsition , and they must be 
appiised that I shall hold them responsible for the conduct 
of then respective manageis and suboidmate officeis ui the 
countries in question. 

All the Flench whom you may be able to secure (and you 
wdl make the most dihgent enquuy after peisons of that na- 

p 638), where the following lettei is referred to, and which would have 
been punted in its propei place could it then have been found 

The Eai I qf Moi ningion to Gonei al Hai i is 
bin. Fort St Gcoige, Apnl 23rd, 1799 

Since the date of my instructions to you of the 22d and 26th of Febi uary, 
circumstances have occuiied which lender it absolutely uecessaiy to re- 
duce the powei of Tippoo Sultaun as much as possible, and desirable to 
make certain modifications of the articles of peace transmitted to you 
with those instiuctions 

Of these circumstances the following paragraphs contain some of the 
leading pomts 

1 I have leceived fresh piools of an obstinate adheieiicc on the part 
of Tippoo Sultaun to his comieviou with the Fi ench , to whom he has 
lecently despatched M Dubuc and two Native Vakeels on an Embassy 
from Tianquebai 

2 1 am stdl ignorant of the actual condition of the Pieneh aimy in 
Eyvpt, and of the means possessed by General Buonaparte of aiding the 
Sultaun 

3 Commodoie Blanket was not arrived in the Red Sea on the 31st of 
December, I fear he has lost his passage, consequently the mouth of the 
Rod Sea may not be adequately guarded at the leturn of the periodical 
opening of the navigation 

4 Zemaun Shah may be enabled to resume his designs against Hindos- 
tau, and recent discoveiies in Bengal prove those designs to have been 
inoie immediately daugeious to the Biitish mteiests than I had sup- 
posed 

6 Dowlut Row Scindiah has been discovered to enteitain hostile de- 
signs against the Company and the Nizam, and 1 have reason to suspect 
that a secret coriespondcnce subsists between him and Tippoo 

6 The Peiihiua appeals to have enteied into Scindiah’ s mews against the 
Company and the Nizam 

The nature of this conveyance does not admit of my making such de- 
tailed leflections as aiise from these circumstances, or of my stating other 
points intimately connected with them, you will receive my instructions, 
founded on the consideiations above mentioned, m another despatch of 
this date 


Mornington 
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tion) must be sent to the Pieaidency by the first favourable 
opportunity 

I wish you to send a detachment of youi aimy to meet me 
at Ryakottah whenever you deem it piudent to spaie such a 
foice By the fiist opportumty you will inform me how far 
the state of Mjsoie may eithei require or admit of my pro- 
ceeding to Seiingapatam 

I am, &c 

Mornington 


No CC 

Lieut Gen ffatm to the Em I of Moimngton 

Mv Lord, Senngapatam, May 13, 1799 

I have forwarded to your Lordship, by various hircaralis. 
an account of the success of the army in the assault of Se- 
imgapatain, with copies of the orders issued on that occasion 
In those oideis I expressed my approbation of the conduct of 
the troops in general, and my sense of the merits of those 
officers whose behaviour had attracted particular notice 
It remains for me to state what is in justice due to those 
whom, for obvious reasons, I could not present in the same 
manner to your Lordship’s notice, these aie officers on the 
general staff, in my family, and others whose zeal induced 
them to foiwaid the public service by the exertion of then 
abilities, m aid of depaitments to which they were not offi- 
cially attached 

In every point of view I must call your Loi dship’s pai ticu- 
lar attention to the Adjutant-Geneial of the army. His 
general chaiacter as an officer is too well established by a 
long and distmgmshed course of the most meritorious service 
to require my testimony, but the paiticular exertion of his 
talents on the present service m diiectmg, legulatmg, and 
assistmg the progress of our depaitments, when embarrassed 
by all the difficulties attending a deficiency of conveyance for 
an iincominonly extensive equipment during the advance of 
the auny, and the dbihty, zeal, and eneigy displayed by him 
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m superintending the various operations of an arduous siege, 
where he was ever present, stimulating the exertions of 
others, or assistmg then judgment and labours with his own, 
claim from me to he stated to your Lordship in the most for- 
cible teims It IS my earnest wish that my sentiments on this 
subject may he publicly recorded, and it is my firm opinion 
that if the success of this aimy has been of impoitance to 
the Biitish interests, that success is to he attributed ina veiy 
consideiable degiee to Lieut -Colonel Close 

Fiom the officers more immediately in my family, I have 
derived all the assistance, in the conduct of the public service, 
which I had reason to expect fiom then experience, and I 
am highly indebted to your Lordship for the indulgence with 
which you attended to my wishes m the selection of Lieut - 
Colonel Agnew and Captain Macauley as my confidential 
staff. 

The gentlemen of the commission named by yom Lordship 
to assist me with then advice, on subjects ofapohtical natuie, 
have m eveiy instance where I have found it expedient to 
refer to then judgment, acted in a manner with which I am 
paiticulaily satisfied Your Loidship is in possession of 
their pioceedings on the subject of the various oveituies for 
negotiation made by Tippoo Sultaun, and the oideis I have 
since received on this head leave menogiound to doubt yom 
Lordship’s approbation of the line of conduct which they 
have uniformly puisued 

Major Dallas has strong claims to be particularly recom- 
mended to your Lordship’s notice. Theieadiness with which 
he came forward to exert his personal influence with the 
principal natives in the bullock department, at a period when 
it seemed scarcely possible to move forward the public stores 
The effectual aid which he gave to the store department by 
his personal assistance in its arrangements, and the duty 
equally important and laborious, which he voluntarily took 
upon himself, of seekmg and secuimg forage for the public 
cattle duimg the marches of the army, are amongst the 
many instances in which his zeal has been distingmshed, and 
which entitle him to the attention of Government 

In the department of the Quarter -Master -General the con- 
duct of Lieut -Col Richardson and Major Allan has been 
very satisfactory to me Captain Turing has ably assisted 
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Lieut -Col Close m the Adjutant-Geneial’s office, and Capt 
Oil, of the guides, has nieiited gieat piaise by his judgment, 
diligence, and activity, in conducting the maiches of the aimy, 
and of all the detachments of impoitance, wluch, since oui 
encampment lieie, it has been necessaiy to make under Majoi- 
Geneial Floyd 

Captain Macleod, of the intelligence depaitment, has been 
employed in the management of the bazais of the aimy, in the 
airangement ol the biinjaiiies, and on a vaiiety of sei vices not 
specially the duty of any legulaily established office, but 
which requued a perfect knowledge of the customs of India, 
and the strictest integrity in the person charged with their 
execution I have on all such occasions given my full confi- 
dence to Captain Macleod, and his conduct has shewn him 
deserving of the trust 

I have thought it a necessaiy part of my public duty to 
make this report to youi Lordship for the infoimation of 
Government, and have the honoui to be, 

My Loid, your Loidship’s most obedient, 
and faithful seivant, 

George Harris 


No CCI 

T/ie Em I of Momington to Ueut -Getieral limns 

Fort bt George, IStli May 1799 

I have already expressed to you in my answer to youi note 
of the 4th instant, my distmguished sense of the invaluable 
services of the admiiable army under your command, and 
having now received the details of the assault of the 4th, I 
shall immediately issue a General Order m Council respect- 
ing the conduct of the rapid and brilhant campaign which 
termmated with such lustre on that memorable day 
My pnvdte and military secietaiies will set out for Seiin- 
gapatam by Ryakottah this evening, charged with instructions 
for your guidance until my arrival can take place In the 
mean while I authorise you to assure Meer Cummm-ud-Deen 
Khan that I receive with great satisfaction his unconditional 
submission to the generosity of the British power and that 
he may rely with confidence on my countenance and protec- 
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tion, you will add, that m conceit with his Highness the 
Nizam I will leadily take into consideiation Meei Cummui- 
ad-Deen’s claim to the Jaghiieof Guiiumcondd, but it would 
be piematuie at piesent to entei into any specific engage- 
ment on that head Howevei, I empowei you to declaie to 
Vleei Ciimmui-ud-Deen immediately m my name, that if I 
shall he satisfied with his seivices in the lestoiation of tian- 
juilhty, 1 will make an ample and liberal provision foi him, 
ailly equal to whatever may appeal to he his just claims. As 
It may tend to inspueMeei Cummui-ud-Deen with additional 
lonfiderce, I enclose alettei foi him undei my own hand and 
seal 

You will inform all the Sndais, and persons lately in high 
iffice m the government of Mysore, that the degree of favour 
ind piotection to he extended to them by the Company and 
die allies wall be regulated according to the fidelity with 
vhich they shall respectively render an account of all the 
property of the Siicai undei then charge, referring in paiti- 
lulai to the stable horse, to the di aft and carnage cattle, 
ind to all aims, oidnance, and oidnance stoies, belonging to 
:he Siicai 

I desire that you will issue such orders as you may judge ne- 
lessary to the different asophs and aumils of Tippoo Sultaun’s 
government, lequiiing them to hold the public property of 
iveiy description at piesent in their charge, as well as the 
evenue which may hereafter be collected, at the disposal of 
die allies , and apprising them that a legulai account of all 
such property and revenue will be taken with the greatest 
iccuracy as soon as ciicumstances wiU permit I think it ex- 
pedient that aU these orders should be issued in youi own 
lame until my aiiival atSeiingapatam, as well for the purpose 
if giving the greater degree of force to them, as of obviating 
my jealousies which might arise from the immediate appoint- 
nent of officers on the part of the Company for the collection 
if the revenues 

I have no doubt that you have adopted every necessary 
iieasure for securmg to peisons of every description the safe 
ind uiidistuibed possession of then private properties 
1 am, &c &c 

Mornington 
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No. cell 

Geneial Oideis of the Govetnoi General in Council 

Fort St George, 16th May, 1799 

The Right Hon the Governor Geneial in Council, having 
this day received fiom the Commander-m-Chief of the allied 
army in the field, the official details of the gloiious and deci- 
sive victoiy obtained at Seimgapatam on the 4th of May, 
offeis his coidial thanks and sincere congratulations to the 
Commander -in-Chief, and to all the officeis and men com- 
posing the gallant army which achieved the capture of the 
capital of Mysore on that memorable day His Lordship 
views with admiration the consummate judgment with which 
the assault was planned, the unequalled lapidity, animation 
and skill with which it was executed, and the humanity which 
distinguished its final success Undei the favour of Pi evi- 
dence, and the justice of our cause, the estabhshed chaiactei 
of the aimy had mspired an early confidence, that the war in 
which we weie engaged, would be brought to a speedy, pios- 
perous, and honourable issue. But the events of the 4th of 
May, while they have surpassed even the sanguine expecta- 
tions of the Governor Geneial m Council, have raised the 
reputation of the British arms m India to a degree of splen- 
dour and glory unrivalled m the militaiy history of this quar- 
ter of the globe, and seldom approached in any part of the 
world The lustre of this victory can be equalled only by 
the substantial advantages which it promises to estabhsh, by 
restoimg the peace and safety of the British possessions in 
India on a durable foundation of genuine secuiity The Go- 
vernor Geneial m Council reflects with pride, satisfaction, and 
gratitude, that, in this aiduous ciisis the spiiit and exeition 
of our Indian army have kept pace with those of oui country- 
men at home , and that in India, as in Europe, Great Biitam 
has found, in the malevolent designs of hei enemies, an in- 
creasmg source of her own prosperity, fame, and power. 

By order of the Right Hon the Goveinoi General in 
Council 

J Webbe, 

Secretary to Government 
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No CCIII 

The Eml of Moimngton to the Right Hon Henry Dundas 
My dear Sir, Fort St George, 16tli May, 1799 

Yesterday I leceived the enclosed despatch fiom Lieut.- 
Geneial Hams,* containing the details of the capture of Se- 
iingapatam , they reqmie no comment, and I am peisuaded 
that no solicitation is necessaiy on my pait to induce you to 
recommend the mcompaiable aimy which has gained this glo- 
rious triumph to the paiticulai notice of his Majesty, and to 
the applause and gratitude of their coiuitiy. The uncondi- 
tional submission of Cummui-ud-Deen, accompanied by that 
of Futteh Hydei, will, I txust, much facilitate the means of 
makmg a new settlement I am on the point of setting out 
foi Seiingapatam, and I have no doubt that, in any possible 
case, I shall be able to add to the annual revenues of the 
Company, in tbe peninsula of India, a sum not less than 
twelve lacs of pagodas, with the additional advantage of con- 
tiacting and strengthening ourfiontiei, and of establishing a 
continuity of our teiiitoiy from the coast of Coiomandel to 
that of Malabai 

In oui present situation the arrival of a French force in 
India would be lathei a desirable event than otherwise, as I 
am confident that the result must be an accession of reputa- 
tion and honour to our troops, and the disappointment and 
rum of the enemy. If the French should be established in 
Egypt, it might be advisable to consider wliethei an expedi- 
tion might not be fitted out from India to cooperate, by way 
of the Red Sea, with any attempt which might be undertaken 
from the Mediterranean I cannot venture to prepare any 
such expedition without orders from England , but if I should 
receive them, you may he assured that they will be executed 
with alacrity and diligence not only by me, but by the whole 
army in India 

Believe me, my dear Sir, 

Youis most faithfully and affectionately, 

Mornington 


See page 669 
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No CCIV 

Lmd Clwe to till Chan man of the Court of Dit eutou of the Honow able 
East Imka Company 

Sir, Fort St Georire, 16th May, 1799 

I Iiave the gieatest satisfaction in offeiing to you my 
iiarmest congiatulations upon the fall of Seungapatam, and 
upon the events which have since led to the extinction of the 
power of an mveteiate enemy, who has foi a senes of yeais 
kept this Piesidency in a state of constant inquietude, iincei- 
tainty, and expense By the late despatches fi om hence you 
will have been made fully acquainted with the gioiinds and 
leasons upon which the line of conduct adopted by his 
Loidship has been puisued, and with the measuies which 
have teiniinated in this most important conquest The wis- 
dom with which the plans of the Goveinoi-Geneial have 
been combined, was equal to the extent of the dangei which 
threatened us , and the vigoious effoits which have been 
made foi the completion of om militaiy equipments weie pio- 
portionate to the uigency of the occasion, which lequued all 
the eneigy of youi Governments in India, while the ability, 
zeal, and valoui which have been displayed in the execution 
of this aiduous enterpiize, have effected an achievement, the 
bidliancy of which lias seldom been equalled in any part of 
the woild. 

In leflecting upon tins impoitant and unparalleled success. 
It is a cause ot just triumph that the Biitish councils have 
never departed fiom then character istic moderation, and that 
we have been compelled, by the mveteiate hatied of an im- 
placable enemy, to adopt those decisive measures which have 
ended in the final subversion of his power, and in establishing 
a basis of lasting tranquillity throughout this pait of yoiii 
possessions From the magnitude of this event we derive a 
just relief fiora the legiet, which the loss of any pait of that 
gallant aimj must inspiie , and in the consequences which 
must follow it, we shall find more than a compensation foi 
the expences which have been incuiied in the prosecution of 
this necessary wai 

The fall of Seungapatam, the death of the Sultaiin, the 
suriendei of the pimcipal part of his family, with the suhmis- 
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Sion of the most poweiful of his chiefs, waiiant the expecta- 
tion of a speedy and peimanent aiiangement of the whole of 
his dominions The advantages to be gamed fiom an in- 
ciease ofievenue, it might not he difficult to estimate, but 
the solid benefits to be deiivedfiom an extension of coinmeice, 
and fiom the pieseivation of lasting tianquillity, which, un- 
dei the hlessmg of Pi evidence, it may now he in the powei of 
those entiiisted with the diiection of youi affaiis in India to 
command and maintain, it is scaicely possible to appieciate 
I have the honoui to be, 
with the gieatest lespect and esteem, Sii, 

youi most faithful and obliged humble seivant, 
Clive 


No CeV 

Chief Justice Su J AmUuthei to the Eml of Monimgton 
My Dear Lord, Calcutta, I7tli May, 1799 

It is with the most sinceie satisfaction and heaitfelt plea- 
suie that I congiatulate you upon the most biilliant and glo- 
rious event which evei occuiied in oui Indian histoiy The 
news of the fall of Seiingapatam Ifiid the death of Tippoo, 
and your complete and decisive success is just announced to 
us 

Eveiy man in the countiy will feel his secuiity incieased, 
and his charactei raised by the destiuction of a powei long 
looked up to as the only one capable of lesistmg the foice of 
our aims The events of last war, which, after two years of, 
I may say, defeat, ended in the third in a pohtic peace, proved 
to eveiy native power the ability of a native power to resist 
even a confedeiacy against him with effect, at least, if not with 
success It was leseived foi the piomptitude and vigour of 
yoiu Government to shew oui powei iriesistible — to lendei 
oui empire peimanent and secure in India, and your own 
name immoital 

All your fiiends wiU, no doubt, highly lejoice, hut I who 
know the difiiculties you had to encounter, the counterac- 
tions you had to experience, feel a degree of pleasure in the 
event not only as a pubhc man and youi private ftiend, but 
veiy considerably incieased by the anxiety which my know- 
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ledge of those veiy circumstances has occasioned to me 
Most heaitily indeed do I lejoice May eveiy other plan you 
have be equally successtul, and may you long enjoy, m the 
bosom of your fiiends and family, youi weU earned fame 
Adieu, youi’s affectionately, 

J. Anstruther 


No CCVI. 

Lieutenant-Genei al Sii Aimed ClarJie to the Eat I of Moinington 

My Dear Lord, Foit Wilbam, 17tli May, 1799 

The gieat and gloiious news we have leceived of the fall 
of Seimgapatam, amd its late monarch, has filled me too full 
of joy to admit of my waiting the leceipt of a letter from you, 
eie I offer my most hearty congiatulations on it, which I beg 
leave now to do, with sincere assuiances of my taking a pai- 
ticular interest in the personal satisfaction that your Loidship 
must, fiom peculiar circumstances, feel on the occasion. 

The wisdom of that pohey which dictated the measures 
that led to this brilliant apd most unpoitant event, and youi 
Lordship’s peiseveiing exertions to surmount the numerous 
difficulties that occuned iii the execution of them, do you the 
greatest honom , and cannot fail of pioducing those maiks of 
approbation and gratitude from yom king and countiy which 
such conduct so highly mei its 
I am extremely anxious to see more detailed accounts of 
the vaiious tiaiisactions fiom the aimy Haiiis’s success, 
exclusive of public considerations, gives me smeere pleasuie, 
and I earnestly hope that he and his gallant tioops may de- 
iive eveiy possible benefit of honoui and profit that their 
zealous services and biilhant conquest can entitle them to 
I will do myself the lionoui of writing to you agam soon , 
and in the meantime, 

I remam, with true respect and esteem. 

My dear Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, 

cind most faithful humble servant, 
Alured Clarke 
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montlis 


No. ccvn 

The Em I of Moimngton to the Seciet Committee of the Comt of Directors 
Honourable Sirs, port St Geoige, 19tli May, 1799 

The accidental detention of the Sat ah packet 

enables me to foiwaid to youi honouiable Committee, by this 
despatch, documents of gieat impoitance, explanatoiy of the 
natuie of the connexion between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
Flench repubhc 

These papeis weie found in the palace of Seimgapatani, 
and weie tiansmitted officially to my mihtaiy secietaiy by 
the secretaiy of the commission appointed to assist Lieut - 
Geneial Hams ra all matteis of a political natuie 
The papei No T' is a lettei fiom Tippoo Sultaun to the 
Executive Duectoiy, and appeals to be an attested copy of 
that which was despatched by M Dubuc with two native 
vakeels of the 7th of Febiuary, 1799 The letter, however, 
is dated the 20th of July, 1798, at which time the mihtary 
piepaiations m the Cainatic had scarcely commenced 
Youi Honouiable Committee will obseive, that, Tippoo 
Sultaun, in the most distinct mannei, states the natuie of his 
late embassy to the Isle of Fiance to have been the same 
which I have desciibed in my minute of the 12th of August, 
and m my lettei to Tippoo Sultaun of the 8th of Novembei, 
notwithstanding that he had endeavouied to put a diffeient 
colour on the tiansaction m his lettei to me of the 18th of 
December, 1798, leceived at Foit St. Geoige the 25th of the 
same month 

It IS equally lemaikable that he does not attempt to allege 
against the Biitish Government any giound of complamt 
since the conclusion of the last wai 

The object of his offensive and defensive alhance with 
Fiance appeals to have been not meiely the lecoveiy of his 
foimei domimons, but the expulsion of the English from all 


See Appendix 
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tlieir nch possessions in India, and the utter anmhilation of 
their powei in Asia 

You wdl fuitliei observe, that he declaies it to be his in- 
tention to commence the attack on the fiist favouiable occa- 
sion, and on the whole, that he professes to make common 
cause with Fiance, undei the most solemn protestations of 
fidelity and zeal to the lepublic 

The papei. No 2,* is a note of the demands which Tippoo 
Sultaun’s ambassadois were autlioiized by him to make upon 
the Executive Dnectoiy at Pans They conespond in sub- 
stance with the requisitions announced in M Malai tic’s pro- 
clamation at the Mauritius. |- 

In the articles 5 and 6 you will peiceive that the Sultaun 
intended to commence his operations in the heait of the Cai- 
natie, in conceit with a French army to be landed at Poito 
Novo, and that he did not piopose to wait the actual aiiival 
of the Fiench foice, but was resolved to make himself master 
of the coast of Coromandel as soon as he should find it con- 
venient, after having received notice of the motions of the 
Fiench 

In aiticle 7 it appeals that the Portuguese colonies m this 
quarter of India were to have been divided between Tippoo 
Sultaun and the French All the articles of this papei de- 
mand paiticular attention, as tending to piove, in the most 
conclusive manner, the entire devotion of this infatuated 
Prince to his alliance with France This paper also is dated 
on the 20th July, 1798, both documents aie signed in the 
Sultaun’s own hand writing, according to the ahbieviated 
form of signatui e, which he was accustomed to use in all his 
letters and othei official documents This mode of signature 
IS usual among the natives of Hindostan, and no doubt can 
be entei tamed of the authenticity of the papers 

Youi Honourable Committee will obseive, that the letter 
from Tippoo Sultaun to me, which was received at Foit 
St, George on the 13th of Febiuaiy, must have been written 
subsequently to the despatch of the papers now enclosed, as 
M Dubuc, with the Sultaun’s two vakeels, embarked at 
Tranquebai on the 7th of February 

I ha\e the honour to be, &c 

Morning roN 


See Appendix 


t See Introduction 
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No CCVIII 

Myo; General Str J II Ci aiq to the Eml of Mormngton 

My Lord, Cawnpore, 24th May, 1799 

Though I shall not be thefoiemost,Ican assuie youi Loid- 
ship that I shall not be the least sincere in my congratulations, 
on the gloiious event of the captuie of Seiingapatam The fall 
of theSultaun, and the destiuction oflhepowei of his family, by 
the captuie of his sons, which so foi tunately distinguished it, 
have completed the success , and to the energy and vigoui 
of youi Loidship’s adiiunistiation, Biitain and the India 
Company will be indebted foi the most impoitant and bene- 
ficial event, that has aiisen Horn the effoits of then aims, 
since the battle of Plassy established us in these provinces 
Noi will the value of youi Loidship’s sei vices be estimated 
alone, by then immediate effects m the established secuiityof 
oui possessions in the Cainatic In my mind, at least, they cairy 
with them, a still highei puce in the lestoiation of oui na- 
tional chaiactei This, youi Loidship has alieady rescued 
fiomthe contempt into which it had fallen, and to the wis- 
dom andspuitof youi Loidship’s measuies shall we owe the 
letuining lespect and awe, with which the Native Poweis 
will, I doubt not, view us in future 
I have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Youi Loidship’s most obedient 

and faithful humble Servant, 

J H Craig 


No CCIX 

Geneial Ordeis of the Goveinoi Geneialin Co'tntiL 

Madras, May 24th, 1799 

The Right Honourable the Governoi-Geneial in Council 
directs the Commandei-in-Chief of the allied army in the 
field to assuie the officeis on the general staff of the aimy, 
those composing the confidential staff of the Commandei-in- 
Chief, and those whose zeal, ability, and exertion, have been 
distinguished in aid of the departments to which they were 

VOL I 2ft 
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not officially attached, that his loiclship entei tains the highest 
sense of then seveial eminent sei vices duiing the late gloiious 
campaign m Mysoie 

The conduct of the Adjutant-Geneial, Lieut -Colonel Close, 
has amply justified the implicit confidence leposed by the 
Governor-Geneial in Council m his extensive knowledge, ap- 
pioved expeiience, supeiior talents, aident valoui, and inde- 
fatigable activity 

The uniform zeal, peiseveiance, and fortitude, with which 
Lieut -Colonel Close has exeited all these gieat qualities, m 
every trial of difficulty and dangei, entitle him to the praise, 
respect and esteem of the Goveinoi -General in Council His 
Lordship feels himself bound, by every obligation of justice 
and public duty, to lecommend the extiaoidinaiy merits ol 
Lieut -Colonel Close to the particular appiohatron of the 
Honourable the Comt of Directors, and to the applause and 
gratitude of his countiy 

The selection which the Conimandei-in-Chief had so judi- 
ciously made of Lieut -Colonel Agnew and Captain Macaulay, 
for his confidential staff, was confirmed by the Governor-Ge- 
neral in Council, with a just expectation that his Excellency 
would derive considerable advantage to the public service 
fiom then able assistance 

The Governor-General in Council is happy to record a 
public acknowledgment of the distingiuslred conduct of Major 
Dallas, and to assure that officer that his Lordship has a just 
sense of the important services which he has lender ed in Ins 
successful supeiintendence of the laborious depai tments undei 
his chaige 

It is very satisfactory to his Loidship to remark, that the 
conduct of the Quarter -Master-General’s department under 
Lieut -Colonel Richaidson and Majoi Allan, and that of the 
department of the gmdes under Captain On, has met with 
the approbation of the Commander -in-Chief, his Lordship 
desires that his public thanks may be conveyed to those offi- 
cers, and on this occasion his Lordship thinks it proper to 
publish to the army the particidai’ thanks rvhich he had al- 
ready diiected the Commander -iii-Chief to convey to Major 
Allan and Captain Oir, foi the essential services rendered by 
them on the 22nd March last, after the battle of Mallavelly 

His Lordship is also happy to concur in the honourable 
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testimony boine by the Commandei-in-Chief to the meiits ot 
Captain Tilling and of Captain Macleod, and directs that 
his thanks may be conveyed to those meiitoiious officeis 
In all lanks and depaitments of the allied army, his Loid- 
ship has ohseived, with sincere pleasuie, a general spiiit of 
haimony and concoid, which (under the happy ausprces of 
the Commander -in-Cliief) has united every heart, head, and 
hand, in the common cause, signalized each progressive ope- 
ration of the campaign, with a peculiar character of alacrity 
and aidoui, and crowned its early conclusion with victory, 
tiiumph, and renown 

By Older of the Right Honourable the Governor -General 
in Council, 

J. Webbe, 

Secretary to Government 


No CCX 

The Hon Jonathan Duncan to the Em I of Mommgton 
My Lord, Bombay, 25tb May, IT'IS 

In acknowledging the news of your Lordship’s glorious 
successes, I lequest of youi Loidship to accept of niy sin- 
cerest congratulations, as well as of my cordial wishes, that 
all the future measures of your Lordship’s admmistiation may 
be attended with equal proportionate lustre and advantage to 
the State The bigotted Mussulmen here can hardly yet be- 
lieve that their champion is fallen. 

To-moirow there is to be a thanksgrvmg in our church for 
the Dmne blessing on the British armies on the late occasion, 
of which I hope your Lordship will approve 

If your Lordship find leisure, the papers about Malabar 
may be taken up and decided on by your Lordship before 
the expiration of the leases m September render it necessaiy 
for me to act, and if in view to the late events, or from any 
othei ciicumstance, youi Lordship see any fundamental al- 
teiation necessary m the management of alFaiis in that quarter, 
I beg to assure your Lordship that it is my unfeigned desire 
that no consideration of delicacy or proposed accommodation 
towards me may for a moment interfere with your Lordship’s 
views for the good of that country, to see vhich veil esta- 
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blislietl, IS eithei the fust, oi, at least, one of the fiist wishes 
of 11 ) j heait 

I have the honoui to be, my Loid, 

Youi Loidship’s most obedient, humble Seivant, 

Jon Duncan 


No 

Fi om the Em I of Moi nmglon to the Com t of Dit ectoi i 
Ho^0URABLE Sirs, Foit St Geoiije, 6tli June, 1799 

I haveieceived intelligence fiom Seiingapatam that Futteh 
Hydei, eldest son of Tippoo Sultaun, Piuneah, the Dewan 
of the Sultaun, and Meei Cummin-nd-Deen, have sui- 
lendeied themselves to Lieutenant Geneial Hams at Seim- 
gapatam The whole of Tippoo S altaiin’s sons, thii teen in 
numbei, togethei with all his siidais of note, aie now at 
Seiingapatam 

The piiiiiaiy objects of GeneialHaiiis’s attention, aftei the 
fall of Seiingapatam, weie to disband the late Sultaun’s aimy, 
and to obtain possession of thepiincipal stiongholds throughout 
his donimons The ine-’snies iiece* saiy foi the first of these 
objects weie accordingly taken thiough the agency of Pui- 
neah The Silledai lioise, of then own accoid, returned to 
their lands. Some discussions however took place with regard 
to the disposal of the Baigeei,oi stable-horse, which were at 
length teiimuated on the 18th ultimo by the assistance of Pui- 
neah The corps, foiineily Lally’s, has suiiendeied, and the 
Eui opeans, composing it, togethei with those undei Monsieur 
Chapuy, recently arirved from Mauritius, were secuied, and 
have been sent piisoneis of war into the Carnatic Upon the 
whole, I have the satisfaction to inform your Honourable 
Court that the late Sultaun’s army is now entuely disbanded 
The stable-horses, elephants and camels, belonging to the 
Ciicdi hive been delivered up, and many of the former have 
been allotted to complete deficient corps of the Company’s 
cavalry, while others, not calculated for that service, have been 
appropriated to the use of his Highness the Nizam 

In the meantime, the necessary measures have been pursued 
for taking possession of the lemaming parts of the Sultaun’s 
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dominions On the 13th ultimo, the aimy of Bombay, under 
the command ofLieutenantGeneialStuait, marched on its le- 
tmn to Malahai by the way of Cooiga, with the intention of 
detachmg tioops to take possession of the district of Canaia 
This aimy ai rived at Cannanoie on the 22nd ultimo, at winch 
penod the lains had not commenced Ciiculai oideis weie 
addressed by Lieutenant-GeneialHaiiis to the commandants 
of the principal foiti esses in Canaia, and supported by si- 
inilai requisitions from the Meei Suddei, orgeneial supenn- 
tendant ofgariisons, under the late Sultaun’s govei nment, le- 
quning the smiendei of then lespective foits to the British 
tioops, and giving them geneial assuiances of favoui and 
countenance Theie is eveiy reason to believe that the forts 
will be quietly dehveied up, in which case troops will be im- 
mediately detached by Lieutenant Geneial Stuart to occupy 
them 

Similai measuies have been adopted to obtain thesmiender 
of the foits in othei paits of the late Sultaun’s dominions , and 
asfai as oui tioops have yet pioceeded, withumfoim success 

The villageis have returned to then occupations in most 
parts of the country, and the stiongest symptoms have ap- 
pealed of a geneial disposition to submit to the orders of the 
Biitish Govei nment without opposition oi reluctance 

I have great satisfaction in informing youi Honouiable 
Couit that the whole of the late Tippoo Sultaun’s records 
having been fortunately secured, they are found to contain 
a senes of coiiespondence between the Sultaun and the 
French I have now the honour to tiansmit to your Honoiu- 
able Court a complete copy of the whole senes No comment 
upon them can be necessary The circumstances under which 
they were found, as well as the internal evidence which they 
contain, render then authenticity indisputable ” 

I am now occupied in fiaming a general arrangement of the 


* The whole of these jiapers (occupying a laige volume) were printed 
nt Calcutta, and translated by N B Edmonstone, Esq , then tillmg the 
high and lespoiisible station of Persian Tianslator to Government, now a 
Diiector of the East India Company, and one of the best informed men 
on aU Oiiental subjects, whether of a political oi literary nature Mr 
Edmonstone’s aid in the pieparation of the present woik has been freely 
and geneionsly accoidcd 
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affiiTis of Mysoie, which I hope to be able to effect m a shoit 
space of time, upon pimciples calculated to piomote the in- 
terests and honoui of the Honourable Company, and to seem e 
future tianquillity and safety to oui Eastern domimons 
I have the honoui to be, &c 

Mornington 


No CCXII 

Mtyor Genet al Bait d to the Eui I of Mot ning ton 

Camp, 23 miles W of Senngopatam, June 27th, 1799 

My Lord, 

I am at a loss to expiess to your Lordship the waim feel- 
ings of pleasuie and giatitude, which I have expeiienced in 
the perusal of your Lordship’s lettei of the 23rd which I had 
the honoi to leceive yesterday Your Loidship’s approbation 
of my conduct on the memoi able 4th of May, m the command 
of those brave Loops whose exertions, ci owned with signal 
success the wisely concerted plans of your Lordship, affords 
me a gratification of the most flattering natuie In compliance 
with your Loidship’s desire, I beg leave to i eply that any mark 
whatever of honor which my Gracious Soveieign, or of favor 
which the Hon. Court of Directors may please to confer 
through your Lordship’s intercession will be received by me 
with the utmost gratitude and respect, but to a Soldier I con- 
sider the Older of the Bath the highest, of all mihtaiy honors. 

I have the honor to remain, my Loid, with the greatest 
respect and esteem 

Youi Lordship’s most obedient 
and humble Servant, 

D Baird. 


No CCXIII 

I'hr Matqme Cotmmllis to the Eatl of Mot nington 
My dear Lord, Pheemx Park, 20th Sept , J 799 

Captain Tweedale, who brought the first account of youi 
gloiious success, landed at Galway, and as he passed through 



1799 


THE EARL OF MORNINGTON 


Dublin, sent to me yom most welcome letter of the 18th of 
May Exclusive of my public feelings on the gieat event 
which it announced, I beg leave to assuie you, that none of 
yom fiiends could moie sinceiely rejoice, atthewelldeseived 
lustie which it must leflect on your administiation. 

You have now, my deai Loid, eveiy thing in youi power, 
suppoited by the unanimous voice of youi giateful country, 
and you will use that powei, with wisdom, encigy, and mode- 
ration I wish I could say that things in this island woie as 
jirospeious an aspect, but theie lemains still too much dis- 
affection and tieason on one side, and too much violence on 
the othei , on the whole, howevei, we aie bettei than we have 
been, and the idea of union pioves moie populai, and gams 
giound both in and out of Pailiament 

I am, with veiy sinceie regaid. 

My deal Loid, 

most faithfully youis, 
Cornwallis 


[The following letteis aie heie luseited as they lefer to the 
tiansactions i elated in this volume.] 

No CCIV 

Tht Rig lit Hon Hem y Dundas to the Em I of Mommgton 
(Piivate ) 

My dear Lord, Whitehall, 13th August, 1798 

I have been duly favouied with your Lordship’s very im- 
poitant letteis fiom the Cape of Good Hope of the following 
dates (No 1) 23id of Febiuaiy,* * * § (No 2) 28th of Febiuaiy,f 
and (No 3) 7th of Maich,t 1798 
In my secret lettei of the 16th of June last§ I wrote to your 
Loidship veiy fully on the subject of the hostile views of 
Tippoo Sultaun, as they had been stated to us by recent 


* See page 1 t See page 17 

J This was a brief note, mentioning his Lordship’s continued detention 

at the Cape, owing to the La Vitgime leqninng so much repaii 

§ S ee page 348 
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despatches fiom the Cape, and also lelative to the aimament 
fitted out fiom Toulon, under the command of General Buo- 
napai te I at the same time enclosed copy of a proclamation 
said to have been issued by the Governoi of Mamitius,"^ as 
well as the latest intelligence lelative to the expedition above 
alluded to, by which it appealed that Egypt and India weie 
the ultimate objects of the gieat piepaiations that had been 
made Having in that lettei fully detailed the measures pio- 
posed to be adopted at home, and pointed out such as ap- 
peared to be piopei to be earned into execution by your 
Lordship in India, I shall not at present enter into any fui- 
thei detail on those subjects, but shall content myself with 
lefening you to the despatches you will receive by this con- 
vejance, thiough the Secret Committee, for a detail of the 
measures adopted by Government for the better security of 
oui Indian possessions 

In my letter of the IGth of June I observed that I had, to 
a ceitain extent, given youi Loidship my opinion upon part 
of the subjects to nhich you had called my attention ui your 
despatches fiom the Cape, and stated my intention of le- 
seiving my sentiments on other matteis of detail and of a less 
pressing nature, for some futuie conveyance, this I intended 
doing by the present opportunity but as the ships aie to be 
despatched immediately, and of which I was not infoimed till 
this morning, it is my intention to answer those letters, as well 
as any I may receive in the mean time, by the first ships of 
the ensuing season 

I am anxious to lieai of your safe aiiival in India, and of 
your having enteied upon the very important functions com- 
mitted to your charge, and in which I most cordially wish you 
success 

I am, my dear Lord, 

Youis \eiy sinceiely, 

Heisry Dun das 


bet Iiitiodiiction 
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No CCXV 

Tlte Rig ht Hon Hem y Dundas to the Eai I of Mm nington 
(Private ) 

My DEAR Lord, Whitehall, 27th Novembei, 1798 

I have been duly honoured with the leceipt of youi Loid- 
ship’s letters fiom Madias, dated the 8th of May,’”- and ano- 
thei fiom Calcutta, dated the 23id of June last | 

I most sinceiely congratulate your Loidship on youi aiii- 
val at Foit William, and upon yom assumption of the Go- 
vernment of that Piesidency, and tiust you will soon find 
little 01 no inconvenience fiom the climate, though it may 
appeal dieadful at fiist 

By the piesent oveiland despatch, I can do little moie than 
adveit to the contents of the letteis fiom youi Loidship, the 
receipt of which I have above acknowledged 

One point, howevei, in youi letteis fiom Madias aflPoids 
me the highest satisfaction, I mean where you state the coast 
aimy to be in the finest condition, and to be one of the no- 
blest bodies of men in the woild I trust youi Loidship will 
find the Bengal aiiiiy fai moie lespectable as to oidei and 
discipline than has been geneially supposed , Lord Teign- 
mouth has spoke veiy favouiably to me of it, and especially 
of the tioops in the uppei pi evinces, and has done ample 
justice to the abilities and eteitions of General Ciaig 

His Loidship has left with me the lough diaft of the con- 
fidential letter he wiote to your Loidship, to be delivered to 


* This was a bnef note, mentioning his Lordship’s arrival at Madias 
on the 26th ot April, 1798, that the mam object of his mission to the 
Presidency at Foit St George (relative to the Nabob of Arcot) had not 
been accomplished, that the aimy was in the finest possible condition , 
that General Hairis would make a good Comraander-iii-Chief m Bengal, 
and that his Loidship would sad foi Fort William on the 9th of May 
t This IS a brief lettei, stating the Governoi Geneial’s arrival at Foit 
William on the 17th of May, transmitting the Mamitius pioclaination, 
and expressing an opinion that the judicial business ought to be sepaiated 
from that of the Council 
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you on your aiiivdl at Calcutta I have not had time as yet 
to attend to the same, but fiom the coiivei sations I have had 


* The following i3 an extraot ot the lettei refen ed to — 

Fiom the Goetnioi -Gtiiei al Sii John Shoie to the Bail of Moimngton 
My Loud, Calcutta, Maich 7th, 1798 

Aftei an absence of three months and a half, 1 retmned to the Presi- 
dency tiom Lutlnow on the 2nd instant, and with eveiy inclination to 
communicate to your Lordship my detailed sentiments on the state of 
affairs in this country, I must plead the apology of incessant occupation 
and mtcrruption, for a hurried address, neither conformable to my own 
wishes nor probably to your expectations 
As the transactions in which I have been lately engaged have occupied 
a large portion of my time and sohcitude, I shall first briefiy speak of 
them 

Upon the sudden death of the late Nabob Vwier, on the 21st of Sep- 
tember last, we were compelled to admit the succession of his declaied 
sou Vizier Ah Khan, in opposition to universal opinion, that he was of 
spurious origin Foi the principles on which this admission was fiist 
made, and afterwards confirmed, I refer your Loidship to my public 
Minutes, which will sufficiently evince the embarrassment and hesitation 
attending it The state of affairs at Lucknow soon assumed an appear- 
ance which threatened the subversion of the influence and mteiests of 
the Company there, and compelled me to undei take the aiduous task of 
attempting an arrangement of them at the moment when I was preparing 
to embark foi Europe I left Calcutta on the 26th of Novembci, and in 
the progress of my journey to Lucknow, 1 found grounds of more seri- 
ous alarm, and every indication of unprovoked hostile opposition My 
determination upon it was the result of events wluch left me without op- 
tion, and in its progress led to an enquuy, which established, upon the 
most solid evidence, the spunous birth of the successor to Asoph ud 
Doulah, and of aU his lepiitcd sons, a deteimined opposition httle short 
of open hostility to the Company, and compelled me to change the line 
of succession, and establish the Nabob Saadit Ah Khan, the eldest sur- 
viving son of Siijah ud Doulah, on the Miisnud of Oude, as the legiti- 
iiidte and rightful successor to the late Nabob 
This IS a summary account of the most important occuirence of my 
Administintion, the particulais of which are detailed m my pubhc Mi- 
nutes In the perusal of them, your Loidship will paiticipato the embai- 
rnssment attending a situation involving the mteiests, the justice, and 
reputation of the Company, risk, danger, and great personal i esponsi- 
bdlty, and without precedent or parallel I have the fullest confidence 
that your Lordship’s judgment on the occasion will coiicui with mine, 
and I most earnestly recommend to you an early declaration of youi de- 
termination, to support the Nabob Saadit Ah Khan, in confoimity to the 
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With Lord Teignmouth, I have no doubt but he has stated his 
sentiments in the most fiiendly and unieseived manner 

ti euty ivhicli I have concluded with him, as essentially netessaiy to im- 
part confidence to him, and suppress the intiigues and apprehensions 
incidental m India to a change in the adininistiation ot this countiy In 
the documents lefeired to, youi Lordship will find ample details of my 
transactions at Lucknow, of the conduct and characteis of the natives 
theie, and of every circumstance necessary to infoim your judgment 

But as I consider our connection with Oiide as one of the most impor- 
tant and delicate amongst oui political relations in this country, and as 
no infoimation can supply the advantages of peisonal observation, I can- 
not but lecoinmend to your Loidship the propriety of visiting that coun- 
tiy whenevei the state of affaiis and season will admit, and allow me 
fmthei to suggest to your Loidship that the notification of such an inten- 
tion to the Nabob Saadit Ali Khan, m your letter to him announcing 
your accession, may be attended with some advantage 

I have communicated, agreeably to usage, to all the native powers with 
whom we are connected, the information of your Lordship’s accession 
and of my departuie, m terms suitable to the occasion, and the lank and 
character of your Loidship 

The power of the Biitish nation in India is most respectable, and their 
political leputation is most generally lespected It has ever been my 
anxious endeavour to promote it, by a steady adherence to every engage- 
ment, by the sincerity of my public conduct, and by an attention to 
avoid any interference or measure, which could excite jealousy or dis- 
gust The political foibearance of the Company has not failed to make 
a sensible impiession on the Mahrattas, Nizam, and thioughout, of which, 
if time admitted, I could mention some stiduug and important instances, 
but It IS not in the nature of things to be expected that we can ever have 
all the credit which oui conduct deseives, with those who act upon diffe- 
rent principles, and who limit their foibearance by the extent of then 
power Such is the case with every Asiatic Pimee, and the actual powei 
of the Company is then only solid secuiity, whilst it is, howevei, stiongly 
suppoited by tbeir leputation for political justice and sincerity 

1 he ambition of Scindiah appears unbounded, and in prosecuting the 
dictates of it, he has equally appealed to ticachery and violence, his 
powei IS, in fact, a militaiy usmpation, which, however mesistible at 
piesent, may be shaken oi snbveited by the same treachery and ambition 
in those by whose assistance it has been cstahhshed The Mahratta chief- 
tam who commands the army of Scindiah in Hmdostan, Ambajee, is not 
without apprehensions of hia master, and he made some mdirect over- 
tuies to me for an eventual union with the Company, against the ap- 
piehended violence of his master The Rajah of Berar submits to the 
usurpations of Scindiah, fiom inability to resist them only, and the num- 
bers of hlahiatta chieftains who have been degraded or ill tieated by him, 
would, piobably, avail tliemselvcs of any fan opportunity for giatifying 
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I have caiefully perused your orders to Madias and Bombay 
received from the lattei Piesidency, in consequence of the 
pioclamation issued at the Mauntius , and it is a pleasing cii- 
cumstance to find that, at the exact peiiod we weie framing 
oui orders heie on that subject, you were anticipating them 
by the oideis issued by youi Goveinment 

As youi Loidship must befoie now be in possession of the 
oideis of the Secret Committee of June last,* I shall not heie 
add any thing fartliei 

their reseatment, or to rL-estabhsh themselves It will reqmie uncom- 
mon abilities 111 Scmdidli to tender his piesent poiier solid and jieima- 
nent, and any serious imstoitune to him would piobably be succeeded by 
couvulsions which might shake bis poiiei in Hindustan to its toundiition 
The Rajahs of Jtypoic imlJoudpoie, and many otheis, would piobably 
sei/e the opportumtv of 'Inking off the Mahratta yoke, and if Sundnvli 
should ever provoke a toiitcst with the Compaiiv, mmh advantage, I am 
conviiu-ed, might ho obtained fiom their assistance 
The poivei of the Nizam, as well as his health, is lapidly on the de- 
cline, and his Mmistci, Azim nl Oinrah, has long piessed a olosei union 
with the Company ‘Utlnmgli I foresee gieat embariassraeiits, and the 
possibility of sciious evils tiom the suhvtrsion of the power of the Nizam, 
I see still gi eater in an union which would impose upon us the pioventioii 
of It This IS the lesult of much ddiliciation on this impoitant subject 
Tippoo will certainly avail himself of any fan opportunity to le-osta- 
hlish the pow cr and reputation which he lost in his f oi m ei contest vv ith us 
Whether Zemaun 81iah will over invade Hindostanis a matter of doubt- 
ful speculation, although I give him credit foi the deteimination If we 
were assured of no hostile intentions on his pait towards us or our allies, 
the event might, perhaps, operate to the advantage of oui luteicsts, liy 
diminishing or dcstrojmg theMahiatta iiiduciicem Hindostan, under the 
uncertainty attending his designs, and the possible dangei ausing fioin 
his appioach tovvaids the fronticis of Oude, the question of a defensive 
union with the Mahiattas occiiired Without pretending to decide upon 
it, I am moie indmcd to lely upon oui own stieugth, than enter into any 
union vvith the Mahrattas to oppose Zcniauti Shah, which might carry oui 
arms beyond the dominions of the Nabob Viziei 
I cannot conclude without expiessing my smceiest satisfaction at your 
Lordship’s appointment, mv most cordial wishes for the piosperity of 
your administration, and my personal respect and esteem for your Loid- 
ship’s charoctei 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

J Shobb 

* They were received bv the Goveinoi General on the 18th of Octobei, 
1798 
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I shall anxiously expect the details youi Lordship has pio- 
mised lelative to Arcot and TanjoiCj the finances of the 
Company, and the general politics of India On the latter 
subject I intended to have wutten to youi Lordship by an 
eaily oppoitunity, but shall defei it till I am favouied with 
youi piomised detail, and, indeed, by the pleasing change 
that has taken place in public afFaiis, by the gloiious victoiy 
of Admiial Nelson, as well as fiom the unceitamty of the 
designs of Tippoo , it is not at this present moment necessaiy 
to entei paiticularly on the subject I am confident youi 
Loidship IS feelingly alive as to the necessity of vigilantly 
watching of and guaiding against the designs both of Tippoo 
and the Fiench, as well as the other poweis of India, who 
may be inunical to the interest of the Biitish nation in India 
I am happy youi Loidship is pleased with the appointment 
of Loid Clive to the Government of Madias, I tiust he will 
do lionoui to oui choice , in this opinion I am much confirmed 
by what Lord Teignniouth has stated to me, that his Loid- 
ship constantly giew upon him in the several conversations 
he had with Lord Clive at the Cape As youi Loidship will 
leceive by this conveyance several letters, which we have 
directed the Secret Committee to transmit, it will be unneces- 
saiy for me to enter into any detail of then contents 
Lady Jane joins me in sincere respects 

I have the honoui to be, my dear Lord, 
youis faithfully, 

Henry Dundas 


No. CCXVI 

I'he Right Hon Henry Dundas to the Em I of Motmngton 
(Private ) 

My Dear Lord, Loudon, 29th Decembei, 1798 

I have wrote to you many occasional letters since the one 
I wrote to you rn the month of June last, but few of them 
were sent, because from the total want of information for a 
long time, of what was passing in Egypt and the Levant, 
and afterwards from the rapid change which was produced 
m those quarters by Nelson’s splendid victory, I was literally 
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not in a situation to give to you any new idea beyond what 
I have detailed m iny lettei in the month of June , I have 
contented myself at present with haiely alluding to Nelson’s 
victoiy, and the state of affaiis in the Mediteiianean and 
Egypt, because I know fiom the steps that have been taken 
to convey infoimation of those tiansactions diiectly to India, 
your Loidship and the Government in India aie infoimed of 
them as soon as we are heie I have felt myself peifectly at 
ease with regard to what was going on in India amidst the 
aiduous points on which I had eveiy leason to believe you 
would be called upon to act, because fiom youi own letters, 
particularly the one recently received of date 6th July, com- 
pared wrth what I had wrote to you in the month of June, 
when the scene first opened,! had the satisfaction to perceive 
that our ideas were so much in unison as to leave me no 
room to doubt that your conduct would be precisely what I 
could wish I know not yet whether anything decisive has 
happened to Buonaparte and his army in Egypt, if there has 
you have heard it long before you can leceive this Our 
last authentic accounts were that he and his army were 
labouring under every species of difficulty, and recent re- 
ports, not howcvei sufficiently authenticated have reached 
us, that he himself had been murdered at Cano, an^ the 
remains of his army of course put into great dismay and con- 
fusion, This IS all that at present I am in a situation to 
state to you with any authenticity, at the same time from 
every collateral circumstance enter taimng the most sanguine 
hopes that he and his whole army must go to destruction 
This feeling, however, has not and shall not relax my in- 
tention to give to you ui India every aid of men and money 
that I possibly can, keepmg always in view that you aie oi 
may be involved m hostilities and consequently in expense 
If no Flench assistance arrives, which is not likely to arrive 
I take It for granted that you will be enabled to shape your 
conduct with regard to Tippoo exactly as circumstances may 
dictate to your own judgment and discretion 
The pressure of other business and the unceitamty whe- 
ther this letter may go to you by sea or overland, in the first 
instance, prevent me at this moment writing to you more at 
length, but it is my intention to take the first days of the 
holidays to write to you at full length m answei to your 
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lettei of the 6tli July, and I shall at the same time detail to 
you without leseive, eveiy idea that occuis to me respecting 
India Being possessed of these sentiments, it must be left 
eiitiiely to youi own judgment to apply them as circumstances 
may suggest 

As foi oui situation at home, it is eveiy thing we could 
wish, we have followed the blow given in the Mediteiranean 
by Loid Nelson, in the captuie of Mmoica, of which the 
accounts aie received within these few days The authentic 
accounts aie not yet aiiived, but we aie in daily expectation 
of healing of the lecaptuie of Malta, and om success in the 
Meditei i anean has emboldened Naples to take up aims against 
Fiance in Italy, whethei this ciicumstance, Oi indeed any 
othei, will mduce Austria and Russia to act upon then tiiie 
inteiests by letuining to a confedeiacy against Fiance lemains 
to be proved 

Russia has shewn them a noble example. Laying aside all 
foimei jealousies and animosities she proffeied hei aid to 
the Ottoman Poite, when the Fiench dnected then attacks 
agamst Egypt, and amidst all the extraoidinaiy events 
which the present times have exhibited to the woild, it is 
not the least extiaoidmaiy to see a Russian fleet m the 
Levant So howevei stands the fact 

As to oui civil and domestic situation it is equal to the 
pioudest wish of oui hearts Founded chiefly on the volun- 
tary zeal and exertions of the country we have not less than 
240,000 men in aims within the island, and we may cany that 
piinciple as far as we please No demociat daie show his 
face, — Government populai in eveiy ale-house, — Our com- 
merce and revenue flemishing beyond all former example, — 
Public credit thoroughly restored, and in oidei to lendei it 
so beyond future peril, the idea of laising a great part of the 
supply within the year, has become so universally recognised 
and approved, as to enable Mr. Pitt to bung forward the 
measure of raising ten milhons annually by a direct tax, upon 
income, and against the measure not a muimm without doors, 
but the reverse, and m Paihainent the opposition has been 
so feeble as not to be woith mentioning As long, theiefoie, 
as OUI enemies shall choose to he distracted so long are we 
in a condition to cany on the war, and the w'ealth of the 
country is so great as to make the burden of it to be little 
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felt The most pressing subject now lemaining is the situa- 
tion of Ii eland, all the attempts of Fiance to invade it have 
been discomfited, eithei by the suriendei of their tioops when 
landed, oi by the captuie of then fleets and tioops by the navy, 
without peiinittmg them to land Notwithstandmg all oui 
exeitions at home foi oui own secmity, and notwithstanding 
the appiopiiatioii of consideiable foice to oui distant pos- 
sessions and the Mediteiianean, we have been enabled to 
send to the assistance of Ireland within the yeai not less 
than 25,000 tioops, consisting partly of legulai force, but 
cliiefly of fencible and militia regiments who have volunteered 
the sei vice. It is now decided that the plan of Union is to 
be immediately brought forward, and the whole strength of 
Government applied to cany it through For the leason I 
have given to you I cannot write to you to day more in de- 
tail, but I flatter myself the short sketch I have given you 
of the leading points woithy of being communicated to you 
will aflbid you not an unpleasant morsel 

Lady Jane is well and desires to be kindly remembeiecl to 
you, and I remain, 

My deal Lord, 

Youi’s since! ely, 

Henry Dundas 


The R>ght Hon H Dundas to the Eml ofMoinington 

T Wimbledon, 18th Mmch, 1799, 

My dear Lord, j ’ pg ^ 

As the ships at present despatched are under orders to 
sail, It deprives me of the opportunity of writing to you upon 
the mrpoitant subjects treated of in youi letters, lately ar- 
rived overland These letters are so voluminous that they 
are not yet decypheied, and from what is reported to me as 
to the progress made in decypheiing, I have great doubts if 
these despatches will be ready to be brought under my view 
before the ships actually sari From youi general letter to the 
Secret Committee,! perceive that the subjects of those unde- 
cyphered papers are of a very interesting nature, and your 
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Lordship may be assured of hearing from me by the first 
oppoitunity aftei I have coiisideied them 

It IS my mtentioDj m my present letter, to advert to some of 
the general topics to which you have lefeired in your letter 
of an eailiei date, and the subject of which I may not have 
exhausted in any foimei communication. 

It IS impossible foi me not to begin with noticing the letter 
lecently received, enclosing the Tieaty you have made with 
the Nizam * Youi Loidship has long befoie this time antici- 
pated the satisfaction I have deiived fiom that tiansaction, 
which has been completed in so masterly and effectual a man- 
ner Long before this, I tiust, it has been cairied into final 
execucion I have long felt uneasy fiom the cncumstance of 
the Fiench foice m the seivice of the Nizam, and it was, 
perhaps, the cncumstance of all otheis which gave me the 
most uneasiness, when I became satisfied that the poweiful 
fiimaments undei Buonapaite weie destined foi Egypt, as his 
best load foi the annoyance of oiu Indian possessions Your 
Tieaty with the Nizam effectually puts an end to every alaim 
ipon that pait of thS business, and whether you considei it 
legatively as lemoving the French foice fiom oui neighboui- 
lood, or positively in respect of the additional stiength it 
iffoids to oui selves and the aid it gives to oui finances, it is 
i tiansaction which tells in our favour in a variety of ways, 
ind was well worth accomplishing at any risk, even if the 
tfahiatta powers had been dissatisfied with it I do not, 
lowever, see any real foundation for their being so, and I 
rust it will not be long before I shall hear that your Lordship 
las been able, by piopei exertions with the Mahiattas, to 
onnect them with the Nizam and us still more closely upon 
be principles of a common interest of defensive alliance 
gainst Tippoo, and every power in alliance with Fiance 
Upon the subject of the Rajah of Berai, it is only neces- 
aiy foi me to say, that in so far as my general knowledge 
nd recollection of Indian affairs enable me at piesent to 
ecide, It appears to me that he has always been friendly to 
re British interests in India, and I should conceive that m 
o respect a close connection with him can be prejudicial to 
ui defensive system, and the desne of preserving the gene- 
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lal peace of India, which, if it can be obseived with honoui, 
IS ceitainly om wisest system, and as it is most likely to be 
distuibed by the hostility of Tippoo, it of couise follows that 
eieiy connection which stiengthens oui power against him 
must be ultimately beneficial to the Indian mteiests of Great 
Biitain’^ This naturally leads me to adveit to the views ol 
Zeinaun Shah, and the situation of Scindia as connected with 
that subject 

It was some time ago the fashion, in my opinion, too much 
to undervalue the menaces of Zemaun Shah lespecting India, 
but I think that opinion is giadually weaiing away as it ought 
to do You aie moie in the way of collecting accurate infoi- 
mation than I am, but if the French weie evei to obtain such 
a footing as to enable them seiiously to distress us, I have 
long thought that it would be a mateiial point of the plan to 
obtain the co-opeiation of Zemaun Shah And even if Tip- 
poo himself, from any misguided ambition, should be induced 
to undeitake any eitensive project against us, I must always 
believe that his best endeavours would be used to obtam the 
assistance of Zemaun Shah I take it foi gianted, Mi 
Jones, at Bagdad, transmits legulaily to India the infoima 
tion his situation there enables him to collect, but m case, bj 
any accident it should not have reached you, I herewith sene 
you a copy of the infoiniationf recently received from him or 
the subject of Zemaun Shah, and coinpaiing it with otheis 
it strongly confiims me in the belief of Ins hostile designs, anc 
that we ought to keep a very watchful eye upon the motioni 
of that Piince, whose talents, mihtaiy foice, and pecuniar; 
resources, aflPoid to him the means of being a formidable op 
poiientj It would be too stiong for me to state, that iindei 
no given cncumstances oui own foices were to go beyont 
oui own provmces and the teiiitoiies of the Viziei , but the 
temptation must be very great, and the advantage very evi 
dent, to induce us to do so The means of lesistmg any m 
tended aggression on the part of Zemaun Shah appear to b* 
the followmg. First, to encourage and keep up those dis 

• See the Governor General’s letters to H Colebrooke, Esq at p 479 
and to Colonel Palmer at, p 126 

•f '• The information alluded to by Mr Dundas not having been receivei 
m time will be forivaidcd under a separate covei W Cabell’ 

t See Zemaun Shah’s ktteis ip the Appendix 
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ti actions and animosities witlun liis own teriitories, tlie ap- 
prehensions of which must always, to a ceitain degree, keep 
him in a state of alaim, and which obliged him to letuin la- 
pidly fiom his last attempt to invade Hindostan. Secondly, 
eveiy encouiagement should be given to the Seiks and Raj- 
poot tubes to haiiass and distress him in his piogiess But 
lastly, what of all others appeals most mateiial is, upon the 
giound of his own dangei, to engage Scindia coidially in that 
defensive system of alliance, which it is oui inteiest, by eveiy 
means, to stiengthen and confiim, with a view to the secuiity 
of oui Indian empiie It is perfectly obvious, that if evei 
Zemaun Shah gains a mateiial footing in Hindostan, Scindia 
and his powei must fall the fiist saciifice to his ambition 
Undei these cuciimstances I do not think youi Loidship 
can do a moie essential seivice to the inteiests of youi coun- 
tiy in India than by using your best endeavours to soothe 
and heal those jairing animosities which annihilate the force 
of the Goveinment of Poonah, and lender them an easy piey 
to the restless ambition either of Tippoo Sultaiin oi of Ze- 
maun Shah Nothing can more effectually tend to secuie 
this object than persuading Scindia to abandon that system 
of wickedness, peifidy, and mtiigue, which he is now pursu- 
ing at Poonah, and engaging him to letuin to the caie and 
protection of his own teiiitoiies which lequne his best atten- 
tion, and must ultimately tend to gratify Ins ambition, and 
consolidate his power, moie than any advantages he can hope 
to attain by aiming at more i emote oi distant objects of am- 
bition. I cannot moie strongly convey to youi Lordship the 
importance I attach to the suggestions I have laid before you, 
than by stating it as my opinion, that if you are able to con- 
solidate in one defensive system the Nizam’s power, the 
Mahiatta powei, and the power of Great Britain in India, we 
have nothmg to fear in that quarter of the globe fiom any 
combinations that can be formed against us 

Upon the subject of Tippoo Sultaun I have little to say in 
this letter, further than toexpiess my approbation of the line 
of conduct you have pursued relative to that restless Piince 
You will have seen long before this, from the letter I wrote to 
you in the month of June last, how much the piniciples upon 
which you have acted coiiespond with the suggestions I laid 
before you at that bme, when the object of Buonapai te’s 
exnedition was not ascertained, but which for the reasons I 
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then ^.Tve, I was satisfied was intended foi the piosecutionof 
those objects which afteiwaids pioved to he the case The 
first thought which you seem to have entei tamed, viz , that 
of attacking Tippoo in consequence of his conduct at Mauii- 
tius, was a \eiy natuial feeling, and tlieie can be no doubt 
that the Ambassadois he sent theie, and the alliance he 
appears to have foxmed upon pimciples hostile to us, would 
have fully justified you in any measuies you might have 
thought piopei to adopt His conduct was tantamount to a 
declaiation of wai against us, but still I think you judged 
well in not bunging it to that extiemity By the line of con- 
duct you havepuisued towaids him, you have asseited the 
pride and honour of the Bi itish name, which must nevei foi 
a moment be let down , but you have done it in a mannei to 
enable you to review, deliberately, youi resouices, and to 
aiiange youi foice in such a mannei as will enable you to act 
with efiect, if the humility of his acknowledgments is not ade- 
quate to what 0111 powei and the justice of oui cause entitle 
113 to demand By this delay, likewise, you have accom- 
plished the impoitant point of stiengthemng the connexion 
with the Nizam, and of disbanding that peinicious French 
force which had giown up witlim Ins teintoiy Besides this 
you have received the additional confidence natuially lesult- 
mg from the mihtaiy foice which has been sent to you fiom 
this countiy and from the Cape, and I likewise tiust that 
the bullion which has been sentfioin this countiy has leached 
you befoie this time, and has tended to enliven youi cii dila- 
tion and resouices It shall not be my fault if much moie is 
not done in the same line m the course of the present season, 
but I do not enlarge upon that subject at piesent, as I will 
have occasion to advert tort in a letter upon the tiade and 
finances of India, which I intend to write to you time enough 
I hope to go by the piesent conveyance Neitliei has the 
delay been attended with any detiiment to your affairs 
It is unnecessaiy to tiouble you with any details with 
regard to the situation of the Fiench aimy in Egypt Our 
infoi Illation of what passes there is so slow and tedious, I 
trust that the means which have been taken to supply you 
with intelligence from thence have kept you as well and 
early informed m India, if not more so than we aie at home , 
but from what we have learnt from various qiiaiteis, I flatter 
nijselfLoid Nelson’s splendid victoiy, and the exertions of 
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et in the Mediteiianean, leave us little leason to ap- 
k 1 any danger at piesent to India flora the Fiench 
which has landed in Egypt I tiust that aimy will 
5 gia\e in Egypt, and consequently as Tippoo must 
[1 mfoimed of those circumstances, you will not find 
is expectation of a Fiench succoui will add much piide 
3ui to his communications with you 
youi Loidship is perfectly fainihai with the diffeient 
of which I have treated in this lettei, I have not 
it It necessary to tiouble you with minute details on 
□pic , hut I flatter myselt I have said enough to make 
II fectly acquainted with my sentiments on those leading 
oi Indian policy The result of the whole is, that oui 
:y rests, pimiaiily, on oui own leputation and powei , 
at in Older to lendei oui exeitions efficient and peima- 
t ouglit to be OUI unceasing caie to keep the power of 
zam and of the whole branches of the Mahratta confe- 
■ in a stiict amity with us for the puipose of estahlish- 
impiegnahle bairiei against all Asiatic ambition, whe- 
iting sepal ately oi in co-operation with Eui opean allies , 
issential ingiedient of this system, I have no hesitation 
mg that your Loidship is wan anted to considei the 
bing and maintaining any French force oi Fiench men, 
any of then teiiitoiies, as an insurmountable bai 
t any close connexion with us. 

till remains foi me to state to you my opinion upon 
. two separate points on which you desire to be 
I 

. desire to know what is meant by a considei able 
1 force which is the expression geneially used in the 
itions from home on the subject of Tippoo Sultaun 
ng Fiench force into his country The application of 
nciple to the particular occasion must be left to the 
le of sound disci etion, but as a geneial principle, I 
0 hesitation in stating that we aie entitled under the 
stances of the pi esent tunes, to consider the admission 
French force into his ainiy, be it greater or smallei, 
ct hostility to us 

I remain, my deai Loid, 

yom’s veiy faithfully. 
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From the Seeiet Committee of the Comt of Dueotois to the Em I of 
Mof nington 

My Lord, East India House, London, 18th June, 1799 

As It must be satisfactoiy to youi Loidship to be m- 
foimed of oui sentiments upon the leading points in your ad- 
ministration, so fai as they have hitheito come to our know- 
ledge, we shall hiiefly communicate them to you by the pie- 
sent despatch 

Tanjour — ^We very much appiove of the judicious aiiange- 
ments foimed by yoiu Lordship at Madias pieparatoiy to 
carrying into execution the ordeis lelative to the Tanjoui 
succession * 

Wynaad Distiict — ^For the leasons which have been as- 
signed, we coiicui entirely in the piopiiety of yoiii Loidship’s 
decision foi lelmquishing the Wynaad district to Tippoo 
Sultaun 

Subsuhary Tteaiy t/ie Nijram j-— Without enteiing 
by this despatch into the paiticulars of the negociations with 
the Nizam, which pioduced the late impoitaut aiiangement 
we have only to express, in the highest terms of approbation, 
oui sense of the wisdom of your Lordship’s conduct in effect- 
ing the same And as no doubt can be entei tamed that the 
mtioduction of French officers into the seivice of the native 
Princes, with a view of establishing the most certain means 
of subverting the Biitish power in India, formed pait of a 
legulai system of French policy, the entire destruction of 
Flench influence at the Nizam’s court and in his armies, 
must be considered as an object of the utmost importance to 
the peace and security of the Company's possessions 

We observe what is stated in youi Lordship’s minute of the 
ISth August, 1798, with respect to the sovereignty of the 
Decan being m Secundei Jah, the eldest son of the present 
Soubah, the Nizam Although, under present circumstances, 
no appiehension can be entertained of a disputed succession, 
we think it necessary to follow up the idea suggested by your 


* Sue Govcrnoi General’s Minute ouTanjoic, 31st May, 1798 n -11 
t See Appendix 
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Loidsliip on this occasion, and to diiect that, upon the deatli 
of the Nizam, Secundei Jah he consideied as the lawful suc- 
cessoi, and that his light, if necessaiy, be supported by every 
possible exeition on oui pait 

Tippoo Sultaun — In the minute of the 12th August*^ your 
Loidship takes a veiy able and conipiehensive view of the 
situation of affairs with Tippoo Sultaun As no doubt could 
be entei tamed of the positive infi action of the Tieaty of Se- 
iingapatam on the pait of the Mysore chief, it i\ere to be 
wished that the state of the Cainatic aimy foi offensive ope- 
lations had been such as to have enabled you to act upon the 
first suggestions contained in that minute, consisting of five 
propositions — ^We shall not, however, legiet if the necessity 
of pioceeding to actual hostilities shall have been averted by 
Tippoo Sultaun consenting to leceive Major Doveton on the 
part of the allies, and by his acquiescence in the thiee pro- 
positions contained in the subsequent pait of your Loidsliip’s 
minute befoiementioned But should a wai be leiideied m- 
evitable we tiust that its conclusion will be marked by his 
cession to the Company of the whole maiitime teiiitory le- 
mainmg between the ghauts on the coast of Malabai, agreeably 
to youi Loidship’s oiiginal idea upon the subject, which 
would effectually secure us against any appiehension from 
any future junction between the forces ofTippoo Sultaun and 
those of the Fiencli, and by his lelmquishmg the Coimhetoie 
country, which would gieatly tend to the security of the Car- 
natic, and enable us to reduce the mihtary expences on the 
coast At all events Tippoo Sultaun might be induced to 
assign over the Coimbetoie countiy to the Company upon the 
receipt of a reasonable adequate revenue for the same, as a 
farther security against any hostile attempts on his pait in 
futuxe. In the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun the re- 
spective countiies of the Nabob of Aicot and the Rajah of 
Tanjoui will of course come under the Company’s manage- 
ment, and we direct that they be not lelmquished without 
special orders from us, or from the Court of Directors fox that 
purpose in oidei to afford sufficient time for the formation of 
arrangements for relieving those Princes fiom allxncumbiances 
upon then revenues. 
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In conclusion of this despatch we have only to expi ess our 
approbation of the leasons which so zealously induced your 
Lordshijito lepaii to Madias, oui entiie lehance on the wis- 
dom and fiimness of your Loidship’s measuies foi the sup- 
port of the Biitish possessions in the East Indies during the 
present arduous contest, and oui full appiobation of those 
which have been aheady adopted to meet every possible 
exigency 

Although yom Lordship’s deteimination to proceed to 
Madias was influenced by the very critical situation of aflfaiis 
with respect to Tippoo Sultaun, we obseive with great satis- 
faction, by your minute of the 2nd January last, that in the 
exercise of yom authoiity at that settlement it is not your in- 
tention to interfere in the details of that Government, a mea- 
sure which must naturally tend to the support of that dignity 
and consequence which we always wish should be maintained 
by the respective goveinois and councils at the subordinate 
Presidencies At the same time we have the faithei satis- 
faction to mtness the most zealous and coidial co-opeiation of 
Lord Chve and his Council m such measuies as may be pio- 
posed by youi Lordship for the Company’s safety and pios- 
perity. 


We are. 

Your affectionate friends, 


Step Lushington, 
Hugh Inglis. 

John Manship. 


No. CCXIX 

My Dear Sir, 

The Earl of Mormngton to the lUght honourable H Dundas 

Fort St George— 1799 

You will not be surprised at any degree of earnestness 
wnicu 1 may feel to promote themteiests of that gallant army 
y whose assistance I have effected the late miportant and 
happy resolution m the affairs of the Biitish Nation, on this 
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l!oui own zeal foi the public seivice, and the honoi able 
support which it has always been youi pecubai piicle and 
pleasuie to affoid to those who have cooperated with you in 
the great cause in which we aie all engaged, inspire me with 
a confident expectation, that I shall find in youi sentiments 
a degiee of coidiality, and aidoui coiiespondent with my 
own 

The aimy at large have leceived in the captured piopeity^ 
taken at Seimgapatam, a reward in some degiee proportioned 
to then merits, and it is lathei the Province of the Com- 
mander in Chief than mine to appreciate and recommend to 
notice the conduct of the office! s of inferior lank to that of 
Generals on the Staff I shall theiefoie confine my recom- 
mendations to that lank 

I have already had repeated occasion to express to you my 
feelings of public, and private, gratitude towards Lieut - 
General Hams as well as to explain the strong grounds on 
which both those sentiments are founded in my mind * The 
share“which General Hams has received, of the prize taken 
at Seimgapatam has placed his fortune above the want of any 
public aid,j' otherwise I have no doubt that the magnitude 


* Upon the discussion in Council at Foit St George (dlst July, 1798), 
lelative to furnishing pecuniary funds foi the detachment of the auny or- 
dered hy the Governor Geneial to he sent to Hydeiahad, General Hiiiis, 
then acting Govei not, offered to he responsible in his pnvate funds for the 
sum lequued to put the troops in motion (see p 156) This moit generous 
and patiiotic offer completely silenced all opposition , and oiders were 
immediatelv issued for the advance of the troops to Hyderabad 

f The following is General Hariis’s letter to the (Jovernor General on 
this subject 

My dear Lord, Camp, 27th June, 1799 

Your favour of the 23i d reached me yesterday evening, and be assured 
made me very happy, as I can so readily fall m with youi Lordship’s flat- 
tering wish, that I should repose my whole confidence in your favourable 
disposition towards me Your kindness and pleasant manner with me, 
has put every gloomy idea to flight, and alieady most of them are even 
foi got However, my dear Loid, you are far exceeding my humble 
wishes, and I really think those of Mrs Harris, or rathei you would do 
so if you preferred the request to his Majesty — to grant to me the dignity 
of a baron of Great Britain 

I am highly sensible of your Loidship’s fiiendship, and any mark of 
his Majesty’s favour would alwavs be leceived by me with respect, but as 
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of his services would have insiued to him a hbeial and muni- 
ficent piovision flora the East India Company 


I (.ertainly do not wish these high honours, so, I should be tiuly sorry you 
should lay yourself under obligations for what, to say the truth, would 
annov me exceedingly Indeed, my dear Lord, you could not have puz- 
zled me more— supposing I was solicitous to succeed— than by the ques- 
tion, what title I would chuse to take ’ 

An humble clergyman’s son, thrown very early m life into the army, 
entirely a soldier of foitune, with scarcely any assistance save his own 
exertions, is little likely to have any hereditary place he would chuse to 
commemorate, and in my instance the 5th legimeiit was near six and 
twenty yeais my constant home 

Your Lordship’s wise policy and extraoidinaiy exertions have thiown 
me into affluence equal to my most sangmne wishes, but wbat is affluence 
to my military rank, woxild be very moderate to suppoit the honours you 
propose, and no doubt as I am above the want of a pension, so I think 
it most likely I shall keep deal of soliciting our honourable employeis 
on that head, unless you should persist in toroing these honours on me , 
so take care In lespect of George and the colouis, be so good, my deal 
Lord, to use your own good pleasure , for my pait, I have no doubt they 
would be very safe by the Coinuallis, as I understand she is a most ex- 
cellent sailer, and it would certainly be an object to have George in such 
good company as Beatson and Allan I am rejoiced to hear youi Loid- 
sliip’s deteimination of not leaving the coast before September, as that 
ivfll surely give me the opportunity of a few days at least in your society, 
and which Mrs Harris will inform you I much wish foi, and I may add, 
even under the threat of the tnumphal entertainment, whiph youi Lord- 
ship IS perfectly right in suspecting, as I perceive you do, I am not very 
ambitious of receiving Years are creeping fast upon me, and I feel the 
the desire of retirement, which has always been my wish, growing daily 
stronger Under these circumstances, the vanities of the world weigh 
but little Indeed, the utmost I feel, is to close this campaign with sa- 
tisfaction to vour Lordship, and then those aie welcome to the honouis 
who are anxious for them My Sovereign, I should hope, wiU receive 
me with some attention whenever I may get home, as having all my hfe 
endeavoured faithfully to do my duty by him, my country, and those who 
have employed me I wish your Lordship may not think me too piolix 
hut aware of the difliculty of avoidmg honours, without being suspected 
of more vanity than if I sought them, I have entered into a detail of my 
own concerns, which I could only submit to the eye of friendship 
Thus, my dear Lord, it mU please me most to let the matter take its 
chance, giving me such credit as you think me deserving of, for believe 
me m tins respect I am very ambitious No one can set a highei value 
on your commendations than. 

My dear Lord, 

your very faithful and obliged frimd and seivant, 

GcOnOE liAPRIt, 
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Under Lieut -Geiiei al Haiiis’s actual circumstances I 
should hope that His Majesty might deem it piopei to con- 
fer a distinguished mark of honoi, upon that deserving 
officer, and impressed as I am with the importance of the 
conquest achieved undei Lieut-Geneial Hairis’s command, I 
trust that His Majesty, wdl confei no honors on General 
Harris below those of the ordei of the Bath, and of a Peerage 
of Great Britain It is my duty to state to you that any 
honors inferior to these would not meet the public opinion 
entertained in India, with lespect to the importance of the 
late victoiies, nor satisfy that sentiment of honorable pride 
which they have diffused through every branch of the civil and 
rmhtary service in this country I must therefore make it my 
most anxious and earnest request to you that you will omit no 
endeavour to obtain for Lieut -General Han is, the honors which 
he has so well meiited Lieut -General Stuart Commandei- 
in-Chief of the army of the Bombay, has long been distin- 
guished for the ability and eminence of his services in India 
Uuiing the late ’War he has added considerably to his former 
laurels, and the victoiy obtained by the troops, under his 
command at Sedaseie, must ever be lemembeied as one of the 
most biilhant events, m our mihtaiy history m India His 
health is now declining, and he proposes to return to Europe 
in the approaching season His circumstances, even with 
the addition of his prize money, will be moderate , and cer- 
tainly no military character in this quarter of the Globe, 
whether considered on the giound of long service, eminent 
success, or approved integrity, ever was a more proper object 
for the munificence of the East India Company I also ti ust that 
the splendid and impoitant victory of Sedasere will recom- 
mend Lieut -General Stuart to His Majesty for the order of 
the Bath. It is impossible to bestow too much commendation 
on the conduct of Major-General Baird in the assault of 
Seimgapatam A more judicious operation conducted with 
more heroic gallantry and spirit never was achieved, and 
when you i ecoUect the decisive consequences of the success 
of that day, effecting withmthe course of two hours the entire 
destruction of our most formidable enemy m India, I am 
peistiaded you will concui with me, m an anxious sohcitude 
to see the gallant leader of the assailants of Tippoo Siiltaun’s 
capital rewarded m a manner suitable to his exertions, and to 
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their beneficial effect I have made it my paiticuki business 
to enquiie into Majoi-Geneial Band’s cncumstances , and I 
have ascei tamed that they are by no means affluent It would 
theiefoie be a pecuhai satisfaction to me if the East India 
Company should exeicise then* known hbeiahty in his case 
When it is lemembered, that in the course of active and 
arduous seivice during the foimei wai he fall into the hands 
of Tippoo Sultaun and suffered a long and ciuel impiisonment 
m the dungeons of that Foitress, which on the 4th of May 
1799, submitted to his niesistible valoui and skill, I am per- 
suaded that his claim to public lewaid and honoi will be 
deemed peculiarly interesting, and powerful I should also 
hope that his extiaoidinaiy merits on the 4th of May would 
induce His Majesty to considei himas apiopei object for the 
ordei of the Bath, I enclose a letter from Majoi General 
Band, which leflects the highest credit on his sentiments of 
honor and public spiiit * 

The commandei in Chief has made aveiy favorable report 
to me of the conduct of Major General Floyd who commanded 
the cavahy during the war, I undeistand that General Floyd 
proposes to leturn soon to Euiope, and that his principal 
object IS to obtain a regiment f The commandei in Chief has 
also made a very favorable report to me of the conduct of 
Major-Generals Budges and Popham, of the Company’s Ser- 
vice, duiingthe Campaign And I have already had occasion, 
m my letters to theCourtofDiiectois,to applaud the sei vices 
of Major-General Hartley, on the Coast of Malabar 

• Seep 598 

f A letter from Geneial Tlovd to the Governor Geneial, dated Banga- 
lore, the 26th August, 1799, coutains the following passage on this subject 
“ My Loud, 

When you did me the honour to give me your thanks for my poor sei- 
vices in the late war, and to offer me the very matenal aosistance of your 
influence in my personal pursuits, whether of honouis or of other advan- 
tages, I mentioned to your Lordship how much I should be giatified 
should His Majesty honour me with the command of a regiment of cavalry 
I am sensible my military situations must be determined by opinions al- 
ready formed of me dunng a practice of several years I am always ready 
and happy to receive your Lordship’s commaud, and I have the honour to 
he, with the greatest respect. 

My Lord, 

youi most obedient and most humble Seivant, 

J Floyd 



1799 


THE RIGHT HON HENRY DUNDAS 


It appealed to me that even those paits of this letter which 
1 elate to the bounty of the East India Company, would be 
moie piopeily addiessed to you, than to the Couit of Diiec- 
tois, who might deem it piesumptuous in one of then seivants 
to affect to point out to them the piopei objects of then 
libeiality on such an occasion as the present You will, how- 
ever, make whatever use of this letter may appeal to you most 
advisable 

With legaid to the several able and gallant officers, whom 
I have named, their persons weie entirely unknown to me 
pieviously to my aiiival in India, noi have I any knowledge of 
then respective families oi connections m Europe The ser- 
vices which they have lendeied to the public, form the sole 
ground of my own acquaintance with them, and the only 
motive of the interest which I take in their welfaie and honoi 
I know that the same cuciimstances will be then best recom- 
mendation to youi countenance and protection 
Believe me. Deal Sir, 
with great respect and legaid 
Yours, most faithfully and affectionately, 
Mornington 


No CCXX 

Addre'is fiom the Inludnlants of Foil St Geoigc to the Right Honowable 
the Em I of Mm mngton K P Goveinoi-geneial, dfc * 

Ml Lord 

We the undersigned inhabitants of Madias, impiessed with 
a deep sense of the glory and advantage derived to the Biitish 
empire from youi lordship’s administration, beg leave to ap- 
pioach youi loidship with oui sinceie congi atulations on the 
successful termination of the wai with Tippoo Sultaun 

The dawn of youi lordship’s government opened to us the 
early prospect of lestoiing the national interests in India, to 
that security and elevation which had been acquired by the 
victories, justice, and wisdom of the Maiquis Cornwallis , the 

* Tina address was agreed to unanimously at a public meeting. Major 
General Ross in the cbair , it was presented to the Governoi Geiiewl by a 
deputation of the jiriiicipal inhabitants, and received in piesenee of Lord 
Clive, the Weinbeis of Council, Lieutenant Geneial Stuait, &t 
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lemovalof a powei, festeiing mtlie ceiitie of oiu possessions, 
and coi lading one of oui most impoitant alliances, evinced, 
as well yoiii loidship’s foiesiglit of the dangeious cloud, 
which was collecting, undei the councils of Fiance, as the 
decision and eneigy with which youi loidship prepaied to 
meet the impending stoim 

A prudence less penetiating, or a vigour less active, might 
have been appalled at the difficulties of suppoiting a wai 
against the kingdom of Mysoie , but it was the peculiai 
energy of youi loidship’s mind, to anticipate the growth and 
maturity of those difficulties, to estimate the tiue extent of 
our own power, to seize the critical period of action, and to 
create resouices, by inspuuig a confidence and eneigy, cor- 
respondent to the extent and importance of yom loidship’s 
measures 

The lesult of those measures we now view with triumph 
and exultation, in the complete subveision of the power of 
Tippoo Sultaun, of whose enmity the deteimined inveteiacy 
rendered peace undesiiable, and whose infatuated attachment 
to the implacable enemy of England, lendered wai unavoida- 
ble The lapidity with which this great event has, under 
Providence, by your lordship’s wisdom, and the gallantry of the 
army, been achieved, has left on our minds impressions of 
admnation, at a conquest unequalled in its impoitance, m 
the annals of British India. 

The brillancy of this conquest has spread a blaze of gloiy 
over the meridian of youi loidship's government, and fioni 
the extensive rnfluence of its effects, we have a just confidence 
that jour lordship’s caieei in India will close by diffusing 
throughout Hindostan, the calm of genuine peace, and undis- 
tmbed tianquilhty 

Feeling in our immediate situation the fiist consequences 
of youi loidship’s success, we beg leave to offer youi lordship 
our warmest acknowledgments, and, while we contemplate the 
benefits we now enjoy, we are unable to express our gratitude 
in terms adequate to our sense of the decisive termination with 
which the biilhant achievements of the Maiquis Cornwallis 
and the victory of Admiral Lord Nelson have been crowned 
by the Earl of Mornmgton 

Madras, 2&th June, 1799 
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The Em I of Mot mngton’s lephj 

Gentlemen, 

The zeal which distinguishes youi congiatulations on the 
piosperous teimination of the late campaign in Mysoie, is 
suitable to the chaiactei of Biitish subjects, animated by the 
gloiious success of a just andnecessaiy wai, andby the happy 
piospect of an honomable and secure peace. 

It would not become me eithei to depieciate the eflfoits 
which have been made for youi defence, or to disclaim the 
shaie which my public duty lequired me to take m them 
It would have been ciiminal in me to have neglected any 
piecaution, oi to have declined any exeition which, in my 
judgment and conscience, appealed necessary to the important 
object of fiustiating the avowed designs of the enemy, and of 
providing for the safety of the valuable mteiests committed to 
my charge 

In the discharge of this duty I am happy to declare, that I 
have leceived the most cordial assistance from every class and 
desci iption of the inhabitants of this settlement 

My acknowledgments of the honourable, generous and dis- 
interested suppoit of Loid Clive, and of the zealous co-opeia- 
tion of the members of the council, aie not perhaps introduced 
with strict propriety on this occasion, but his lordship will 
pardon my eagerness to offer to him a public tribute of my 
sincere giatitude, lespect, and esteem 

In all the principal civil and militaiy officers throughout 
every blanch and department of this goveinment, I have found 
an unanimous spiiit of alacrity and diligence, equalled only by 
then eminent abihties and extensive knowledge The same 
spirit has marked the conduct of the commercial houses, and 
of the banks established in this settlement , by their season- 
able assistance I was enabled, in the most critical peiiod of 
our military preparations, to avail myself of the resources of 
this presidency, to an extent unexampled m its history 

By these aids, and by the extiaordmaiy exertions of the 
governments of Bengal and Bombay, I was empoweied to call 
forth that gallant army, whose transcendant achievements 
have delivered the Carnatic from the perpetual alaiin of 
invasion, and converted the strength of our implacable enemy 
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into a new source of security and power to us, and to oui 
allies 

It is, tlieiefoie, m youi eneigyand zeal, and in the co-ope- 
lation of all the British governments of India, that I tiace the 
piiinaiy causes of oui recent victoiies, and anticipate the 
settlement of a peace as piopitious to our inteiests, and 
lionouiable to our national char actei, as the events of the war 
have been gloiious to oui military reputation 

Concord, unanimity, and prompt obedience, combined jjvith 
a faithful ai d assiduous discharge of public duty, and a high 
sense of public honour in the public service, will render the 
Supreme government of these extensive possessions agiateful 
task, in the severest trials of difficulty and danger 

With such an union of loyalty and public spirit, we may 
confidently expect to counteract eveiy device and machination 
of our enemies , to detect then intiigues, to disappoint then 
treachery, to repel then violence, and to perpetuate the British 
empiie in India on the solid foundations of humanity and 
valour, justice and power 
Mudias, 26di JiOie, 1799 

Mornington 


No CCXXI 

Adcltiss of the Inhabttmte oj Bombay to the Earl of Mot mng ton 
My Lord, Bombay, 3rd Aug 1799 

We the undersigned British subjects, civil and militaiy, 
now residing in Bombay, beg leave to offei to your Lordship 
our sincere congratulations on the termination of the war with 
Tippoo Sultaun, a war founded m necessity and justice, pro- 
secuted with extiaoidinaiy vigour, and ci owned with unex- 
ampled success. In the accomplishment of this gieat object, 
whether we consider your Lordship’s penetration in fathom- 
ing the perfidious designs of the Sultaun, nr alhance with the 
French natron, m violation of a solemn Treaty, and without a 
pretence of provocation, to attack the British possessions in 
India, — the subsequent solicitude evinced by your Loi dship 
to conciliate the Sultaun’s friendship, and by recalling him to 
a sense of his obligations, to aveit the calamities of war — the 
policy, when every oveituie of conciliation had been disre- 
garded, obviating the menaced aggression by an immediate 
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appeal to aims, oi the vigorous adoption of all the vaiious 
measuies essential to a successful piosecution of the wai, 
eveiy thing equally excites oui admiiation and applause , and 
while the transcendent achievements of a gallant aimy, in ex- 
ecution of yoiii Loidship’s measuies, and in the final conquest 
of the Sultaun’s kingdom, have added new and nevei fading 
lauiels to then blow, it is matter of exultation to every Bri- 
tish subject to observe your Lordship, in the moment of tri- 
umph, and in the plenitude of power and conquest, exhibit- 
ing to the descendant of a deposed Piince, to oui allies, and 
to the world, a fresh instance of British honoui, British faith, 
generosity, and justice 

In the result of this conquest, as unprecedented in the la- 
pidity of its completion, as it is unequalled in its importance, 
we behold the entire extinction of a ciuel and relentless foe, 
a valuable acquisition of teiritoiy and powei, the strength of 
oui alliances in India mcieased, a destructive confederacy 
dissolved and defeated , which, whilst it affords us the faiiest 
prospect of a peimanent internal tranquillity and secuiity, 
relieves us also from the appiehension of external violence 
and invasion, by giving us a well grounded confidence, that 
it must effectually fiustiate the machinations and intrigues of 
the Directory of Fiance, the inveterate and implacable foe of 
England, and the common enemy of established ordei, liberty, 
and government, in every part of the world 

In addition to these important benefits, arising fiom the 
glorious teimination of the Mysoie war, we entertain the 
pleasing hope that the brilliant achievements in India, so 
opportunely aiding the splendid successes of his Majesty’s 
arms in other quarters of the globe, will, from the extent of 
then influence, have a forcible opeiation in restoring to us 
the blessings of a general, permanent, and honouiable peace 

Impressed with a deep sense of the honour and advantage 
derived to the British empiie under your Lordship’s Govern- 
ment, feeling in common with his Majesty’s subjects in every 
other pai t of India, the immediate effect of your Lordship’s 
recent measuies, which pecnhaily call foi our waimest ac- 
knowledgments of respect and gratitude, and fully confiding 
in your Loidship’s wisdom, integrity, and justice, that the 
powers of Government will ever be directed to the true inte- 
lests of the people, we cannot omit thjs occasion of assuiing 
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youi Loiclship that we shall not, without legiet, behold the 
ai rival of the moment that shall put a period to your Loid- 
ship’s administiation of the Goveinment in India * 

We have the honour to be. 

My Loid, 

With gieat 1 aspect, 

Youi Loidship’b most obedient humble seivants 
The Em I of Moi rung ton’s Reply 

Gentlemen, 

It is peculiaily satisfactoiy to me to receive the honouiable 
testimonies of personal esteem, and to obseire the cordial 
expressions of zeal for the public service contained in your 
able and animated addi ess 

The vigorous prosecution and piospeious issue of the late 
vai with Tip poo Sultaun aie to be ascribed, under Piovi- 
dence, to that unanimous spurt of prompt obedience and 
cheeiful co-opeiation which I found in eveiy pait of the Bri- 
tish possessions, and nr eveiy branch of the public seivice in 
India This happy disposition proceeded not more from a 
sense of duty and a legaid for the principles of subordination, 
than from a geneial conviction of the justice of our cause, and 
of the mdispensable necessity of fi ustiating, by a seasonable 
eflFoit, the systematic tieacheiy of our faithless, implacable, 
and infatuated enemy 

The distinguished part which the Settlement of Bombay 
has borne duimg the late crisis in the labours and honours of 
the common cause has repeatedly claimed my warn appioba- 
tion, and will ever be remembered by me with gratitude and 
respect In your liberal and voluntary contribution towards 
the exigencies of your native country, and towards the de- 
fence of the Presidency under whose Goveinment you reside, | 


• This address was passed unanimously at a great public meeting con- 
vened by the present Sir Charles Forbes, Bart , a gentleman who in India 
as well as m England has pre-emmontlv distinguished himself by his no- 
hie public spiiit — an expansive mind, and a truly Chustiau philanthropy 
f The Bombay Presidencv, with Bengal and Madras, was equally zealous 
to promote the success of the Goveinoi -General’s measures, the volun- 
tary loan ton aids prosecuting the war in Europe amounted to upwards 
of d00,000 rupees, of which Mr Duncan geneiously contributed 26,000 , 
Lieut.-Gen Stuart, 20,000 , Major-Gen James Rivett, 12,000, Mi Page 
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and in the alaciity with which you have given youi peisonal 
seivices foi the mihtaiy piotectioii of Bombay, I have con- 
templated with pleasuie the same chaiactei of public spnit, 
lesolution, and activity, which has maiked the splendid suc- 
cesses of the gallant aimy of Bombay fiom the commence- 
ment to the close of the late gloiious campaign 

The extensive powei which the result of the wai has placed 
m the hands of the allies has enabled them to conclude the 
pacification on such pi ineiples of moderation and equity, as 
afford a leasonable piospect of peimanent seciiiity and 
lepose 

Youi unsolicited assuiances of confidence and esteem con- 
fiim my desiie and hope of denying fi om the lecent settlement 
of Mysoie the inestimable advantages which it piomises to the 
Intel ests and honoui of Great Biitain, and to the peace, hap- 
piness, and prospeiity of the native inhabitants of India 
I have the honoui to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Youi faithful servant, 

Mornington 


No CCXXII 

Addtess of the Butish Inhabitants of Calcutta to the Right Honomable 
the Goveinor Geneial * 

My Lord, Calcutta, 2l8t August, 1799 

We, the Biitish inhabitants of Calcutta, impressed with a 
deep sense of the great benefits which the public inteiests 
have deiived fiom the wisdom and energy of youi Lordship’s 
Councils, in the gloiious teimmation of the late war with 

(M C) 12,000, Mr J Foibes, 8,000 The coipa of Fencibles raised 
by the Piesidency was 1,000 stioiig, of which Sir Charles (then Mr ) 
Foi bes equipped and paid 50 men It is to these patriotic acts and to 
the heioisin displayed by the Bombay aimy, especially in the battle of 
Seedasere, (see p 483), that the Governoi -Geneial refels m his Imidship’s 
answer to the addiess 

* As at the othei Piesidencies this address was unanimously agreed to 
at a pulilic meeting, convened by the sheriff (Ml Ewer), and signed by 
all the European geutlcmen of the Piesidency There weie also addresses 
fiom other paits of India, and from the Hindoo gentry, and other native 
inhabitants, all breathing a spirit of loyalty to the Biitlsli Government, and 
giatitude foi the lesult of the Goteriioi Gcneial’s exertions 
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Tippoo Sultaun, beg leave to present oui sinceie congiatu- 
lations on the splendid events which have crowned yoiu Lord- 
ship’s raeasuies with such lapid and complete success 

The fall of Tippoo Sultaun and his capital, the capture of 
his sons, the submission of his chiefs, and annihilation of his 
powei, must secuie to the Company’s possessions the bless- 
ings of internal tranquillity , increase, beyond calculation, the 
resources, strength and stability of the Biitish empire in the 
East , and, while they leflect the highest honoui on the Ge- 
neral and the aimy by whose biilliant victoiies your Lord- 
ship’s objects have been accomplished, must transmit your 
Lordship’s name with distinguished lustre to posterity 

The restoration of the injuied lace of Punces, whose do- 
minions then lebellious subject Hydei Ah had usurped, and 
whose immediate descendant youi Loidship has laised fiom 
a piison to a tin one , the libeial provision youi Lordship has 
bestowed on the family and chiefs of oui implacable and ciuel 
enemy, the late Sultaun of Mysore, and the partition of the 
conqueied countries, demand oui warmest applause, and 
cannot but inci ease the confidence of the native powei s, in 
the justice and clemency of the British nation 
To your Lordship’s vigilance, energy and wisdom, Great 
Britain is indebted for all these great events , which, com- 
bined with the invaluable result of youi Loidship’s previous 
negotiations at the Couit of Hyderabad, have not only re- 
lieved the Biitish possessions and those of then allies fiom 
the constant appiehension of invasion by a lestless and am- 
bitious Prince, whom no moderation could appease, but must 
also extinguish eveiy hope oru inveteiate enemies of Fiance 
so anxiously cheiished, of involving these happy countries in 
the calamities and hoiiois which they have spread ovei so 
many other regions of the globe, and will, we tiust, under 
Divine Providence, essentially contribute to the final delivei- 
aiice of Euiope, fiom the chains which they have imposed, 
and to the ultimate object of every just and necessaiy war, a 
lasting, safe, and honourable peace 

We beg leave to offei oiii most iespectfi.il congi atulations 
to youi Lordship on youi safe leturn to the chief seat of 
Goveinment, wheiewe eainestly hope you iv ill long continue 

* This refers to the settlement of the Mvsoie territory, which will be 
detailul in the subsequent lolume 
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to preside, and add to those great and numerous claims on 
the public giatitude, which, by such important and distin- 
guished services, your Lordship already has acquired 
We have the honour to be, 
with the highest respect, my Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants, 


Reply oj the Right Honowable the Ooveinot Geneval to an Addiem pi e~ 

icnted to his Loi dship by the Bi itish Inhabitants of Calcutta on the 2lst of 

Septenibei, 1799 
Gentlemen, 

I receive this distinguished mark ol your regard with sen- 
timents of satisfaction and giatitude, piopoitioiied to my ex- 
perience of your approved loyalty and public spirit, and of 
your just sense of the interests and honour of the Biitish 
empire in India 

The prospeious termination of the late campaign in Mysoie 
IS a proper subject of public congratulation The British 
aims have seldom achieved a conquest of greater lustre or 
value, and never were employed nr a cause of more urgent 
necessity, or of more manifest justice The progress of oui 
success has revealed additional justifications of our original 
appeal to the swoid, and the final tiiumph of our arms has 
been enhanced by the satisfactory reflection, that the war, 
which terminated in the destiuction of oui enemy, originated 
in his implacable hatred, flagrant treachery, and unprovoked 
aggression 

Under the blessing of Providence, favouiing the justice of 
oui cause, the rapid and unmteiiupted course of oui victo- 
ries IS to be ascribed to the admirable valour, skill, and dis- 
cipline of the gallant officers and troops employed m Mysore, 
to the piedommant influence of the British character in India, 
and to the intrmsic vigour of our extensive resources and 
established powei 

It was my duty to make a seasonable use of these eminent 
advantages , and in the unanimity of our counsels , in the 
zeal, talents, and happy subordination of every branch of the 
civil and military service throughout the British possessions, 

I found the pimciples of that spirit of alacrity and ardour. 
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whicTi accelerated the equipment of the army, and secured 
the eaily success of the war 

My thanks have aheady been offeied to the goveinments 
and inhabitants of the Presidencies of Foit St Geoige and 
Bombay, foi the distinguished part -which they have boine 
respectively in the late arduous crisis of affaiis 

I am happy to avail myself of this pubhc occasion to de- 
claie, that, fiom this Presidency I received the most effectual 
and timely aid, to an extent, which fully justified my confi- 
dent expectations of cordial cooperation from the respectable 
hands, -which, during my absence, administeied the Govern- 
ment of Bengal 

In reviewing the more immediate causes of oui success, I 
cannot lepiess a tiibute of gratitude to him who laid the 
foundations of that stiength which it has been my lot to call 
into action The name of the Maiqius Cornwallis is mse- 
paiably connected with the fame and power of Great Britain 
m this quarter of the globe , and will continue to be an ob- 
ject of affection and leveience as long as -wisdom, fortitude, 
and mtegiity shall be respected, or any sense retained of jus- 
tice, clemency, benevolence, pubhc faith, or mihtaiy glory 
The final conquest of Mysoie recalls the memory of that 
glorious war, in which the first shock was given to the hostile 
power of Tippoo Sultaun it must never be forgotten, that, 
under the auspices of the Marquis Cornwallis in that war, 
the supply and movement of our armies m Mysore were first 
reduced to a system of regularity and order , and our officers 
acquired that experience and skill so conspicuous in the able 
and masterly operations of the late campaign Under the 

* The foUowing letter was written by the Maiquis Coinwallis to the 
Earl of Mormngton, on receiving the intelligence of the Governor-Ge- 
neraPs reply to the Calcutta Address, 


„ Dublin Castle, March 2nd, 1800 

My dear Lord, 

Your answer to the Address of the inhabitants of Calcutta, on yom re- 
turn to Bengal, was gratifying to me in propoition to my esteem foi the 
person who bonouied my services with such flattering uppiobation. 

1,1 v ^ credit from posterity foi my endeavours to esta- 

blish order, honesty and dignity m the Government of out Indian empire. 
It 18 to yon, my dear Lord, that my fame wiU be indebted , for unless you 
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same auspices, the whole system of oui defensive alliances in 
the peninsula of India was founded , and the national faith 
was maintained in a degiee of puiity and lustie, which in- 
spiied a general confidence in the Biitisli Goveinment, and 
disposed the native poweis to sti eng then and cement their 
connection with the Company on the solid basis of lecipiocal 
inteiest and mutual secuiity This favouiahle disposition 
was confirmed by the prudence, mtegiily, and lionoui of my 
immediate predecessoi (Sir John Shoie), and m the impoi- 
tant negotiations, which it has been my duty to conduct, I 
have deiived considerable assistance fiom the advantageous 
impiessions of the Biitish chaiactei, which I found deeply 
fixed in the minds of oui allies 

Possessed of such poweiful means, I have been enabled 
not only to pi osecute the wai with success, but to conclude 
the partition of oui conquests on piinciples of modeiation and 
equity, confoimable to the laws, the honoui, and policy of the 


Imd gone to Bengal, the transient fruits ot ray lahoiii would soon have 
been done away and totally foigotten 
Youi coriespondents m England will probably tell you that every thing 
IS going on well m Ireland, and that the union will be earned with ease, 
but believe me the task will turn out moie difficult than they imagine, 
and although I tiust that we shall ultimately succeed, it will be after a 
long and violent contest The leaders ot opposition are able, and their 
folio weis are animated with that zeal which vanity, prejudice, and self, 
interest natuially inspiie , and since Mr Grattan has come foiward, their 
cause IS espoused in distant paits of the kingdom by the lower class, who 
looked on with indiffei ence as long as faction was untainted with disloyalty 
We have amajoiity ot between foity and hfty, seal cely any ot whom will, 
I believe, deseit from us, but they aiemgeneial cold andlanguid fiieuds, 
and it IS very difficult to piocuie such an attendance, as the importance 
of the case, and the activity and unfan dealing of the enemy, lendci ne- 
cessary for oui daily security In the mean time we hear, from ciedible 
quarters, that an attack upon us is intended from Brest, which, howevei 
difficult the enterpiize may appear on the pait of the enemy, adds consi- 
derably to the weight of my occupation 

I shall lefei you foi the nflaiis of England, and the general politics of 
Em ope, to voui better mtoimed fuends on the eastern side of St Geoigc’s 
channel, and shall content myself with assuiing you that I am, with the 
most earnest wishes for youi health and prosperity. 

My deal Loid, 

Most sinccicly youis, 

CojiNw^nnis, 
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British nation, and affoiding the most lational promise of 
pel manent security to the possessions of the Company, and 
of geneial tianquilhty to India 

To whatever situation the couise of future events may call 
me, the assuiances of your personal confidence and esteem 
must always be highly honourable to my chaiactei, and grate- 
ful to my recollection 

While the admimstiation of this arduous Goveinment shall 
be entrusted to my hands, my earnest endeavours shall be 
constantly employed to secuie and improve our recent acqui- 
sitions of teiiitoiy, wealth, and power, and to guard the 
prospeiity and happiness of these opulent and flourishing 
dominions by such effectual precautions as shall avert the 
aits and arms of Fiance, and discourage hei spurt of entei- 
piize, or fiustiate its luinous effects 

Mornington 


No CCXXIII 

Ftom tht Right Hon Hemy Addington to the Em I of Mot mngton 
My Lord Palace-yard, 6th October, 1799 

The leward of public approbation and gratitude has, on 
no occasion, been more cordially and deservedly bestowed, 
than by the inclosed resolutions, which I have the honour of 
transmittmg to your Lordship, in obedience to the commands 
of the House of Commons 

Wisdom and vigour in council, and talents and exertions m 
the field, have eminently characterized the civil and military 
services in India, duiing the peiiod of your Lordship’s admi- 
nistration, and the effects of the measures which have been 
adopted, are to be found in the overthrow of a restless and 
perfidious powei, in the dissolution of a menacing and formi- 
dable confedeiacy, and m the improved secuiity of the Bri- 
tish possessions in that quartei of the world 
Allow me, my Loid, so far to indulge my own feelings, upon 
this occasion, as to assure your Lordship, and those, who, 
under youi auspices, contiibiited to successes so splendid and 
important, that, in the dischaige of my official duty, I have 
never experienced a higher gratification, than in being the 
channel of affoiding this additional proof, that great and glo- 
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nous services will ever be distinguished by the applause, ad- 
miiation, and giatitude of the Commons of Gieat Biitain 
I have the honour to be, with the utmost lespect, 

My Loid, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient, 

and faithful humble sex van t, 

Henry Addington. 


No CCXXIV 

Vote of Thanks of the House oi Commons 

Veneris 4° die Octobns, 1799 

Resolved, Nemme Conti adicente, 

That the thanks of this House* be given to the Right Ho- 
nouiable Richaid Loid Wellesley, Eail of Moiiiington, in 
the kingdom of Ireland, and Goveinoi -General of the Biitish 
possessions in the East Indies, foi the wisdom, decision, and 
eneigy, with which he discharged the arduous duties of his 
station, fiom the time of his taking upon him the said Govern- 
ment to the glorious teimination of the late war by the cap- 
ture of Seimgapatam , duiing which period, by opposmg to 
the peifidy of the late Sultaun of Mysoie, an uniform 
model ation, dignity, and firmness, and by counteiactmg with | 
equal promptitude and ability, the dangeious intrigues and 1 
projects of the French, paiticulaily by destroying then powei 
and influence in the Decan, he piepaied the way for the rapid 
and biiUiant opeiations earned on under his supermtendenea 
and diiection, the lesult of which has finally disappomted a}l 
the designs of oui enemies m that quarter, and has esta- 
bhshed, on a basis of peimanent security, the tranquillity and 
piospeiity of the British empiie in India. 

Resolved, Nemme Contiadicente, 

That the thanks of this House be given to the Right Ho- 
nouiable Loid Clive, Governoi of the settlement of Fort St 
Geoige, foi his zealous, coidial and honourable concurience, 


* A similar vote was passed unanimously by the House of Loids 
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in foiwauling the wise and dignified views of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council, by which he has fninished a salutaiy and 
memorable example of the advantage of unanimity and con- 
coid among the peisons employed in high stations in the Bii- 
tish dominions in the East Indies, and has, to the utmost of 
his powei, piomoted the success of those measuies, fiom 
which the mostimpoitant public benefits have resulted to this 
countiy 

Resolved, Nemine Contiadicente, 


That the thanks of this House he given to Jonathan Dun- 
can, Esq , Governoi of Bombay, foi the zeal and piomptitude 
of his conduct in piepaiing the aimy of that Piesidency for 
the field, agieeably to the oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council, wheieby the aimy was enabled materially to contri- 
bute to the successful and glorious teimination of the late war 
in India 

Resolved, Nemine Contiadicente, 

That the thanks of tins House be given to Lieut -Geneial 
George Hams, foi the whole of his able and meiitoiious''con- 
duct in the command of the forces of his Majesty and of the 
East India Company, dunng the late gloiious and decisive 
wai with the Sultaun of Mysore, and paiticulaily for the 
ability, judgment, and eneigy, with which he planned and 
directed the assault of Sermgapatam, the success of winch 
hiilliant achievement has so highly contiibuted to the gloiy 
of the British name, and to the peinianent tianquilhty of oui 
possessions in the East 


Resolved, Nemine Contiadicente, 

That the thanks of this House be given to Lieut.-General 
James Stuart, Commandei-in-Chief of the Bombay army, 
which so gloriously co-operated in the success of the late 
campaign in India, and also to the Majoi-Geneials John Floyd, 
Thomas Budges, Wdham Popham, James Hartley, and David 
Band, and to the respective officers of the aimies employed 
on that occasion againstthe enemy, foi then distinguished and 
meritorious sei vices. 
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Resolved, Nemme Contradicente, 

That this House doth highly appiove of, and acknowledge, 
the sei vices of the non-commissioned officeis and piivate 
soldieis employed against the enemy, in the gloiious and de- 
cisive wai in the East Indies, and that the same be signified 
to them by the Cominandeis of the seveial coips, who are 
desued to thank them foi then gallant beliavioui 
Ordered, 

That Ml Speakei do transmit the said Resolutions to the 
Right Honourable the Governor -Geneial, and that his Loid- 
ship be lequested by Mi Speakei, to signify the same to the 
Governors, Generals, and othei officeis, lefeiied to therein. 

J LEY, A D Dorn Com. 


Vote of Thanhs of the HonomMe East India Company 

At a Court of Diiectois held on Tuesday, the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1799, the Deputy Chan man, agreeably to an intima- 
tion given on the 20th instant, moving the Com t, it was, on 
the question being seveially put. Resolved unanimously. That 
the thanks of this Court be given to the Eail of Moinmgton, 
Goveinoi -General, for the able and successful measuies 
which he adopted, whereby the complete annihilation of 
French influence at the Court of Hyderabad was happily 
accomplished , for the ability, firmness, and decision mam- 
fested by his Lordship in his conduct towaids the late Tip- 
poo Sultaun, and for the previous measures which he pur- 
sued foi enabling the army to take the field, whereby it was 
put 111 a situation to act with vigor against the enemy, and 
to effect the speedy conquest of the capital of the Mysore 
dominions, the happy presage of a lasting peace in India, and 
the consequent mcrease of piospeiity to the East India 
Company 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Couit be 
given to the Right Honouiable Lord Clive, Goveinoi of 
Madias, foi his zealous co-opeiation with the Eail of Moin- 
mgton in the measuies proposed by his Lordship, and parti- 
cularly m the exertions which he made foi equipping the / 
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Madras aimy foi those opeiations which have ledounded sO' 
inucli to Its lionoi and to the inteiests of this Company 
Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Couit be 
given to Jonathan Duncan, Esq , Goveinoi of Bombay, for 
the zeal and piomptitude of his conduct, in prepaiing the 
aimy of that Piesidency for the field, whereby it was enabled 
to take a conspicuous shaie in the gloiious achievement of 
the late campaign against the Mysoie dominions 

Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this Couit be 
given to Lieut -Geneial Geoige Hams, Commandei-in-Chief 
of the King’s and Company’s foices employed in the siege of 
Seringapatam, for the very able and judicious mannei in 
which the attack of that foitiess was planned 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Couit be 
given to the officeis of the King’s and Company’s foices em- 
ployed m the assault of Seimgapatam on the 4th of May, 
1799, foi the lapidity, animation, and skill, which they mani- 
fested m the execution of this impoitant seivice , and to the 
non-^ommissioned officeis and piivates foi the com age and 
mtiepidity of then conduct upon that brilliant occasion 
Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Coui t be 
given to Lieutenant-General Stuait, foi his able conduct m 
the command of the Bombay aimy pievious to its junction, 
and to the officeis and men of that aimy, who were engaged 
in the action of the 6th of Maich with a chosen body of the 
tioops of Tippoo Sultaun, foi then able and spuited conduct 
upon that occasion. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this Couit be 
given to Lieut -Gen Hams, and the officeis and men of the 
King’s and Company’s foices undei his command, foi the 
great and impoitant seivices lendered to the East India 
Company thioughout the whole of the late gloiious campaign, 
which has teiminated to the advantage of the Company and 
the nation, by affoiding a well-grounded hope that the peace 
of India will be secured on a solid and lasting foundation. 
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A. 

Qtiei les pi oposed by Loi d Moi mngionto Mcyoi Ktripati ich, with the Anmera 
of the latter, (refmied to %n the Goveinot GenetaVs letters fiom the Cape 
of Good Hope, p 2 

Question — What was the ongin of the corps disciplined by European 

officers now in the service of the Nizam > 

Anstoei — This corps consisted duiing the late war in Mysore (or at so 
recent a period as 1792) of no more, I think, than one battalion, at most, 
only of two , which had been raised not long befoie the commencement of 
that war by its present chief commander, Raymond, a French adventurer, 
formerly belonging to the corps of Lally Du Boigne’s, and some other 
regular bodies of infantry (with field pieces attached) had been formed, an- 
tecedently to this period both by Mhadajee, bcindeah, and Tuckojee 
Holcar , and it was probably in consideration of the important and abun- 
dantly obvious advantages which the former of these chiefs in pai ticular 
bad derived from such an establishment that first suggested to Azim ul Omia 
the expediency of a militaiy institution Raymond’s battalion served dur- 
ing the ivai, principally, I believe, in conjunction with the detachment of 
the Company’s troops furnished, according to treaty, to the Nizam 

Question 2nd — What has been the augmentation of that corps? At 
what peiiods of time has that augmentation taken place ’ lo what causes 
is it to be attributed ? And is there any ground for believing that either the 
formation or augmentation of that coips proceeded from any hostile dis- 
position towards the Biitish inteiests? 

Answer — I am not acquainted with the terms or the extent of Azim ul 
Omra’s original agreement with Raymond, but I deem it probable that it 
went to the establishment of more corps than were immediately raised 
Be this as it may, the peace of Seringapatam had not been long concluded 
when the minister authorised, and, I believe, afterwards from time to time 
frequently urged him to complete his coips with all possible expedition to 
fourteen battalions, or regiments, of a thousand men each Such a large 
augmentation might m some measure appear expedient on account of the 
great extension of territory obtained by the Couit of Hyderabad through 
that peace but I am disposed to think that it spiung principally from a 
desiie of preparing for that contest with the Mahiattas so long before in 
contemplation of the minister, and which accordingly followed soon after 
I see no reason to suppose that the measure was connected either imme- 
diatelv or remotely, at least in the mind of Azim ul Omra (whatevei might 
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vounirer than hig Chief He appeals to be a far moie enteipiising and 
attiTC man than the latter, and to be paiticulailyfond of the military pio- 
fession I understand he is an'outiagcous Jacobin, as some pioof of 
which it may be mentioned that he sent, not long since, to his namesake 
and eountiyinan, the successor of Du Boigne, in the service of Scindeah, a 
silver tree and cap of hbeity, the acceptance of which, houevei, is said to 
have been declined by the latter Perron, at the head of tivo legiraents, 
was with Azim ul Omia during the latter part of that mmistei’s stay at 
Poonah, on which occasion he would, of course, not neglect to cultivate 
his namesake, or to disseminate his own principles as well as he could 
among the officeis belonging to him It happens, howevei, either that 
Sciiideah’s Peironis lukewaim in liis politics, or that having seveial Bii- 
tish Biihjects in his corps (introduced into it by Du Boigue), one of whom, 
named Sutherland, commands a brigade of six oi seven battalions , be does 
not yet consider It safe or pi udent to countenance any movements of this 
nature 

Baptiste, who stands next in rank to, is not a less bitter Jacobin than. 
Perron , but he is very much his inferior in point of militai y endowments 
Wliat lie wants, howevei, as a soldier is made up for by a certain gasconad- 
ing manner that siuts veiy well the genius of the Court he belongs to, by 
great activity and cunning, and above all, by a laige stock of that unprin- 
cipled sort of addiesss so useful in the management of low intugue, and 
the conduct of pecuniary tiansactions with the classes he has usually to 
deal with He is also cimnenfly and peculiarly sei viceable to Raymond as 
the mam link of Ins coiiespondencc with Pondicherry, Tianquebai, and 
Marpilly, and as his agent foi eiUicmg French and otfiei deserteis, both 
native and European, and facilitatmij tlieir escape to Khummum , wheio, 
just at our doors, as may be said, this bustling emissaiy of seduction, ancl 
procurator of all mateiial supplies any way connected with, or depending on 
the Carnatic, has established lus head quarters I cousidei both Pei ton and 
Baptiste as much abler men, that is, more equal to the pui poses of mischief 
or such purposes as theFieiich Government may be supposed to mat Innate 
against us in the Hyderabad question— than Raymond, and should accord- 
ingly be sorry to see his command devolve on either of them 

I have nothing to add respecting the charactei s or dispositions of any of 
the rest of the officers of this corps to what has already been said geneially 
of the whole, — at least not of sufficient interest or certainty to meiit 
attention 

Question Ath — In what mode is the eoips paid and recruited f Of what 
nation are the lanks composed f— Wheie is it stationed f What have been 
its operations! What effects has its existence already produced upon the 
Bntish interests at the Comt of Hyderabad or elsewheief And what 
dangers are to be apprehended to those interests fiom its continuance f 

Jnswei — ^'Pill the period of Azini ul Omra’s captivity the coips had aU 
wavs been paid eithei immediately from the tieasuiy at Hyderabad, oi by 
occasional tunhhaw8,on the revenue collectors, with the exception only of 
a permanent assignment, on the revenues of Khummum propei, which he 
had previously obtained as a fund foi the payment of a particular division 
of his corps, nominally distinguished by the appellation of Solyman Jah's 
Rmakh During the administration, however, of the Roy Royan, he con- 
trived to procuie on a shU better fooling the whole Sircar o? Matduol , a 
fertile disti ict, computed to yield about 18 lacks of rupees , and fully ade- 
quate, I believe, to the total charges of his coips, as hxed by agieement 
Ibis was among the financial arrangements of the Roy Royan m the ab- 
sence of Azun ul Omra that appeared to give the latter the most displea- 
sure, as placing the corps m a higher and moie independent view than it 
had hitherto been lus own policy to assign to it Wp have nevertheless 
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Since heaid of Ins lieinef piepared to follow the example of the Roy Royan 
m this particular, bv frrantinar to Raymond another extensive disti let, 
(namely, Khumraum-mait), m addition to what he already held 

The coipa it, recruited more oi less from all the provincei. of the Nizam’s 
dominions, but from none so much as Auiungabad, paitly, I believe, from 
the adjacent Mahiattadisti lets, and but in too gieat a measure from the de- 
pendencies of the Carnatic, particularly the northei n sircars The majo- 
rity of the native oflBcers would, more especially, appear to be natives of 
the lattei , and of these a large propoition have been educated in the mi- 
litary seivice of the Company Iliad taken some measures before my de- 
parture from Hydeiabad foi asceitainmg, as well as possible, the names 
and biith-places of all the men of this coips, but m particulai of its native 
ofBcei's, with the view of tlieieby obtaining some hold, through the me- 
dium of then families, on such as might prove to belong to tbe Company’s 
dominions It may be observed m this place that the pay of the coast 
sepoy in garrison, oi cantonment, is less by a rupee (I believe) than that 
of Raymond’s sepoy, whose duty too is easiei If it weie raised a rupee, 
the effect would, piobably, soon appear both in the decrease of deseiiion, 
and m a gieatei facility ot leciuiting than is experienced at present A 
proclamation too might be issued, foibidding the natives of ourteiiitones, 
undei certain penalties, flora entenng into the military semce of foieign 
poweis 

The station of the corps has varied accoidrag to ciicumstances, Ray- 
mond seems averse (and several reasons foi this may be conceived) to its 
being divided, and its usual head-quarteis aie in the vicinity of Hydera- 
bad, wheie he has established a sort of cantonment foi it Its professional 
seivices have hitheito been veiy inconsiderable I have already glanced 
at those perfoimed by what may be called tbe root of it, in conjunction 
with one detachment last wai , and winch principally appeared in the siege 
of hopul kxKlmulkh (in 1796) the corps certainly gathered nolauiels , 
but if It did not acquit itself on that occasion with spiiit, the Nizam him- 
self, as well as his Minister displayed still less The rebellion of Rachore, 
headed by the late Dai ah Jah’s son, was subdued by our detachment, foi 
twoiegiments of Raymond employed on that seivice, under the command 
of the Mons Salnave, mentioned above, had but little share in the business 
In the msuirectioii of the late Jah, it happened foitunately for Raymond, 
that the Prince diiected his flight to a quaiter whithei he could not be pui- 
sued by our troops without the consent of the Mahrattaa Raymond by 
simply following him to Aurungabad, where the Piince submitted without 
fiiitber stiuggle, acquired the credit of having crushed a foi midable con- 
spiracy The military actions of neither mrty m the course of this short 
contest, were of the least impoitauce For the rest, the services of the 
coips have lieeii much of the natuie of those peiformed elsewhere by 
Sebundy oi Pmgunnah troops 

The principal effects hitherto produced, or likeU hereaftei to be pro- 
duced by this corps upon the British interests, aie referable to the cii- 
cumstance of its being commanded by meu belonging to a nation, and very 
pi obably devoted to a Government, which we have abundant reasons to 
believe have nothing so much, at heart as the destruction of our power in 
India It cannot, I am persuaded be requisite to enlarge on the dangers 
liable to proceed from sucnasouice , oi to expatiate eithei on the probable 
or possible consequences of so constant, intimate, and uiuestramed an in- 
tercourse as must necessanly subsist, m the case before us, between the 
agents of Jacobinism and under the implacable enemies of Great Britain, 
and the Court of one of our piincipal allies — that Court too never distm- 

E uished for the inviolability of its engagements, and ceitomly goveiued 
sss by views of honour, sound policy oi justice, than by the vaiiable ino- 
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be the case in repaid to Raymond) with any views of a nature hostile to 
our interests 

But dlthouph the corps was thus directed to be aug-mcnted to 14,000 
men, vet Raymond had not been able to complete it to this establishment 
when the Nizam took the field against the Mahiattas Its strength at the 
aftair of Khnrdlah hardly exceeded 11,000 men, but that he shoiikl have 
been able to increase it even to this amount within so slioit a peiiod as 
two years is a ciicuinstancc that no doubt evinces the activity and rc- 
soiiRes of himself and oflitcrs to have been very considei able 

Sometime afrei theretura of the army to Hyderabad fioin the unfortu- 
nate expedition just alluded to, a nominal reduction of Raymond's corps 
took place , that is to say, the acting minister, m a fit eitbei of economy, 
or of tempoinry dissatisfaction with its commander, directed the lecniitmg 
fill it to be discontinued in consequence of which its remains were com- 
pressed into 10 battuhoiib or legimeiits of 1,000 men each 

In tins state it appeals to have continued till the leturu of Azim ul 
Omra to Hyderabad , but, according to the latest accounts the minister 
would seem disposed, if he had not actually agreed, to its being once moie 
augmented to at least its formerly intended establishment of 14,000 men 
If he should absolutely have adopted the measure, eitbei helms doueso on 
some paiticular suggestion of Raymond, oi with some simstei view of 
tlieieby working upon our jealousy of that Fiencbmaii’s growing power 
Foi, if he had really judged an inciease of ihe regulai lufantiy of the state 
nccessaiy, his purpose would have been equally well answered by making 
the requisite augmentation upon the nval corps of Finglass This too is 
the step which he ought rather to have taken consistently with liis own 
spoiitaiicous professions on the subject of Raymond to tlie assistant at Hy- 
derabad immediately upon his return thither from Poonah, when he 
affected at least if he did not feel, considerable unedsiness at the conduct 
aud dispositions displayed by that Frenchman in his absence, and no less 
solicitude to ciieumscnbe within very nairow limits, if not altogether an- 
nihilate his power Neither the fact, hovvevei, upon which the present 
reasoning proceeds (that is to say, the actual augmentation of the coips), 
noi the still more impoitant one ot the annexation of Kummum-matt* the 
already enormous teintonal assignments held by Raymond is sufficiently 
established to permit of our building any strong conclusions upon one 
or the other It may, neveitheless, be allowable to observe in tins place, 
that there wiU be but too much ground for fearing, should either oi both 
of the points in question turn out to be true that Azim ul Omra 
must have been moved to piocccdings so offensive (as he well knows) to 
us, and so much at variance wuth his own lecent declai ations, by a notion 
of the possibility, not to say probability, of the ” French nation,” ac- 
quiring, at no distant penod, decided ascendancy in India as well as m 
Europe There can bo no doubt of the unceasing endeavours of the French 
party at Hyderabad to instil this notion into eveiy one about that Court, 
and when it is considered that they have fiom 10,000 to 12,000 tongues, 
by means of which they can diffuse among a people, prone from the highest 
to the lowest, to believe the maivelloiis ami staking, then tiue, false, or 
exaggerated accounts ot the successes and piojects of then nation, it will 
not, peihaps, be wondered at that the efforts of the Residency to expose 
their misrepresentations, or counteract their views in them, should not 
always he successful 

QuesUon dd— What is the present strength of the corps, the state of its 
discipline, and the numbei of Euiopean officers ? Of what nation is the 


Alluded to in the 
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majoutyof thoseotBceia composed? And vvhat are the chaiacters and prin- 
ciples of those who hear the chief command 

Answer — With lespect to its present strength the answer occurs (as far 
as circumstances enalile me to furnish it with accuracy) in the preceding 
leply , to iihicli it seems only necessary to add that, besides a field tiam 
of artilleiy, consisting of about 30 pieces, and on the whole pretty ivell 
appointed, theie is attached to the coips a tioop of perhaps 60 native 
dragoons (the embrvo of a larger body of legular cavalry winch Raymond 
manifests a desire of raising) With the exception of an Euiopean oSicei 
to each battalion oi legiment (as it is most commonly called) and a soil of 
second to a few of them, all the otliei Euiopeiiiis, to the numbei 1 apprehend 
of about 60, constituted, nt one time, a sepaiate coips They have lat- 
teily, liowevei, either been stationed to the artilleiy, or distiibuted la the 
character of serjeants among the seveinl regiments, an alteration that I 
tahe to be an important irapiovemcnt in his system These men consist 
of various nations , and among them thcie arc, I am sorry to say, hut too 
many English deserters fiom the Company’s artillery, who have been often, 
but fruitlessly, reclaimed The paiatle appearance of the coips is, in ge- 
neral, good , that of Peiron’s regiment is particularly so In other respects, 
howevei, its discipline would not seem to be veiy stiict, which most jiro- 
bably speaks as a powerful inducement with many of the natives of the 
Company’s as well as of the Ni/ain’s couiitiy, to picfei the seivice of 
Raymond to otiis Whatever may be the cause, it is too ci rtam a fact, I 
fear, that tins Fienclinian has grealei facility in lecruiting than our Car- 
natic ofiiceis expeiience 

1 believe the number of the ofBceis, pioperly so called, do not at piesent, 
01 did not lately, exceed 12 , and that the whole of these are rreiichmen, 
with the exception, peihaps, of one oi moie jacobimzed Geimans He 
had formerly a Hanoveiian of some professional meiitin Ins coips, who 
had been an ensign in His Majesty’s sei vice 1 bis man, however, was 
soon dismissed, and aftei wards assassinated by a fuiious Demonah, in the 
employ of the Chief of the Pungahs He had also with him at one time a 
Flench gentleman who had been an ofiicei in tbeiegiment at Pondicheriy, 
but openly professing his attachment to royalty, he likewise speedily lost 
his situation, and was finally obliged to quit the counti y The best dis- 
posed man in the coips is, oi was some time since, one Salnave, com- 
mandant of a regiment, and supposed to be secretly aveise to the demo- 
cratic party With the exception ot Peri on, Baptiste, and pci haps one or 
two moie favourites, the ofheers were lepiesented to be dissatisfied with 
Raymond on account ot liis baldness and want of liberality m pecuniary 
matters But as they would nearly all appear to be of the jacobinical 
stamp, and have no piospect of bettei mg themselves elsewheie, this cir- 
cumstance alone will Lii dly induce any of them to leave him, especially as he 
lias contiived to mukeitveiy diflicult for them to do so without Ins consent 
Besides, he possesses a resouice (such as it is), for leplacing any he may 
lose by desertion oi otherwise in his laiik of serjeants, most of whom are 
just as likely to be qualified foi the commands of coips as the majority of 
those at piesent holding them 

Raymond himself would not appeal to be a man of vigoious mind , or, 
m any respci t, of a veiy decided character He has never shovvn himSelf to 
be much ot ii xoldier , liut he is ailful, seems to have an aiiangiug head, 
aud 13 sufficiently conciliatiug iii his mannei towaids those he has to deal 
with He 13 ail undoubted lepublican in piinciple , hut I don’t know that 
he IS a violent one I should lather suppose fiom the geneial mould of 
his character, that he was not I take him to be about forty-hve years of 
age 

Peiion, who is liis second, is a native of Alsace, and seveial yeais 
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voiinrer than his Chief He appeals to be a far moie enterprising and 
active man than the latter, and to be paiticulaily fond of the military pio- 
fession I understand he is an* ontrageous Jacobin, as some pioof of 
which It may be mentioned that he sent, not long since, to his namesake 
and countryman, the successor of Du Boigne, in the service of Semdeah, a 
silver tree and cap of liberty, the acceptance of which, howevci, is said to 
have been declined by the latter Peiron, at the head of two legiments, 
was mth Azim ul Omra dnnng the latter part of that minister’s stay at 
Poonah, on which occasion he would, of course, not neglect to cultivate 
hiB namesake, or to disseminate Ins own pimciples as well as he could 
among the officers belonging to him It happens, howevci, either that 
Scindeali’s Perron is lukeivarra in Ins politics, or that having several Bii- 
tish subjects m his corps introduced into it by Du Boignel, one of whom, 
named Sutherland, commands a brigade of six or seven battalions , he does 
notyetconsideritsafeorpiudentto countenance any movements of this 
nature 

Baptiste, who stands next in rank to, is not a less bittei Jacobin than. 
Perron , but he is very much his inferior m point of militaiy endowments 
What he wants, howevei, as a soldier is made up foi by a certain gasconad- 
ing manner that suits very well the genius of the Court he belongs to, by 
great activity and cunning, and above all, by a laige stock of that unpiin- 
cipled sort of addresss so useful iii the management of low intrigue, and 
the conduct of pecuniary tiansactions with the classes he has usually to 
deal with He is also eminently and peculiarly serviceable to Raymond as 
the mam link of Ins conespondence with Pondicheiij, lianquebai, and 
Mnrpilly, and as his agent foi enlicmg Ficuch and othei deserteis, both 
native and European, and facilitating their escape to Khummum , where, 
just atom dooiB, as may be said, this bustling emissmy of seduction, and 
procurator ofall material supplies any way connected with, or depending on 
the Carnatic, has established his head quarteis I coiisidei both Peiron and 
Baptiste as much abler men, that is, mote equal to the puiposes of mischief 
or such puiposes ns the Fiench Goverument may be supposed to machinate 
against us in the Hyderabad question— than Raymond , and should accord- 
ingly be sorry to see his command devolve on either of them 

1 have nothing to add respecting the characters or dispositions of any of 
the rest of the officers of this corps to what has already been said geneially 
of the whole, — at least not of sufficient interest or certainty to merit 
attention 

Question 4th — what mode is the cm ps paid and recruited ? Ofwliat 
nation are the lanks composed f— Wheie is it stationed ? What have been 
its operations’ WTiut effects has its existence already produced upon the 
British interests at the Couit of Hydeiabad or elsewhere f And what 
dangeis are to be apprehended to those interests fiom its continuance ’ 

Answei — Till the period of Azim ul Omra’s captivity the corps had ah 
vvays been paid eithei immediately fiom the tieasury at Hyderabad, oi by 
occasional imkhatvs,on the revenue collectois, with the exception only of 
a permanent nssignraent, on the revenues of Khummum piopei, which he 
had previously obtained as a fund foi the payment of a particular division 
of his corps, nominally distinguished by the appellation of Solyman Jah’s 
Rmalnh, During the administration, however, of the Roy Royan, he con- 
tnvedto procure on a still better footing the whole Siiear oi Mmdttch, a 
fertile diSti ict, computed to vmld about 18 lacks of rupees , and fully ade- 
quate. I believe, to the total charges of bis corps, os fixed by agreement 
Tins was among the financial anangements of the Roy Royan m the ab- 
sence of Azim ul Omra that appeared to give the lattei the most displea- 
sure, asplacing the corps in a higher and more independent view than ic 
hod hitherto been liis own policy to assign to it We have nevertheless 
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sluce heard of his hein^ prepared to follow the example of the Roy Royaii 
in this paiticular, bv granting to Raymond another extensive district, 
(namely, Klmmmum-raait), in addition to what he already held 

The corps is recruited more or less fiom all the provinces of the Nizam’s 
dominions, but from none so much as Auiungaban, partly, I believe, from 
the adjacent Main atta disti icts , and but in too great a measure from the de- 
peadeucies of the Carnatic, paiticulaily the noithein sircars The majo- 
rity of the native oflScers would, more especially, appeal to be natives of 
the latter , and of these a laige piopoition have been educated in the mi- 
litaiy seivice of tlie Company I had taken some measures befoie my de- 
paiturefrom Ilydeiabad foi asceilaining, as vvell as possible, the names 
and buth-places of all the men of this coips, but in paiticular of its native 
ofiiceis, with the view of theieby obtaining some hold, through the me- 
dium of then familiei,, on such as might prove to belong to the Company’s 
dominions It may be observed in this place that the pay of the coast 
sepoy in garrison, oi cantonment, is less by a rupee (I believe) tlian that 
of Raymond’s sepoy, vvhose duty too is easier If it weie raised a rupee, 
the effect would, probably, soon appeal both in the decrease of deheuion, 
and in a gieatei facility of leciuitiiig than is experienced at piesent A 
pioclamation too might be issued, foibidding the natives of our teiiitoiies, 
under certain penalties, fiom enteiing into the raihtaiy seivice of foieign 
poweii 

The station of the corps has varied according to circumstances, Ray- 
mond seems averse (and several reasons foi this may he conceived) to its 
being divided, and its usual head quarters uie in the vicinity of Hydera- 
bad, wheie he has established a sort of cantonment foi it Its professional 
services have hitheito been veiy inconsidei able I have all eady glanced 
at those pei formed by what may be called the root of it, in conjunction 
with one detachment last war , and which principally appeared m the siege 
of Komi At Khwdlah (in 1796) the corps certainly gathered no lauiels , 
hut If it did not acquit itself on that occasion with spiiit, the Ni/am him- 
self, as well as liis Mimstei displayed still less The rebellion of Rachore, 
headed by the late Darah Jah’s son, was subdued by onr detachment, foi 
twoiegiments of Raymond employed on that seince, uudei the command 
of the Mens Salnave, mentioned above, had but little shaie in the business 
In the insuirection of the late Jah, it happened fortunately for Raymond, 
that the Prince diiected his flight to a qmirtei wluther he could not be pur- 
sued by our ti oops without the consent of the Mahrattas Raymond by 
simply following him to Amungabad, where the Piince submitted without 
fuithei struggle, acquired the ciedit of hanng crushed a formidable con- 
spiracy The mihtaiy actions of neither ^rty in the course of this short 
contest, weie of the least impoitauce For the rest, the services of the 
coips have been much of the natuie of those performed elsewhere by 
Sebundy oi Puiguunah tioops 

The principal effects hitherto produced, or likelj hereafter to be pro- 
duced by this corps upon the British interests, aie leferable to the cir- 
cumstance of Its being commanded by men belonging to a nation, and very 
pi obably devoted to a Government, which we have abundant reasons to 
believe have nothing so much at heart as the destruction of our povver in 
India It cannot, I am persuaded be requisite to enlarge on the dangers 
liable to proceed from sucnasource , or to expatiate either on the probable 
01 possible consequences of so constant, intimate, and uniestrained an in- 
tercourse as must necessarily subsist, lu the case befoie us, between the 
agents of Jacohmism and under the implacable enemies of Great Britain, 
and the Court of one of our pimcipal allies — that Court too never distin- 
guished fur the inviolability of its engagements , and ceitauily govei ned 
less by views of honour, sound policy oi justice, than by the vaiiuble mp- 
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twes of suppoied safety, of low piudence, of personal ease, and of im- 
mediate adi aiita^e It is plain tliat so close and mutual a i elation between 
the Nizam and the notonous riials of the English, is but too well calcu- 
lated, in the present conjuncture, to excite doubts in many of the sincerity 
of his Highness’s fiiendship for us, and to entourage a notion of the pro- 
bability of the French legaining then former ascendancy at Hyderabad 
Nor 13 the natural tendency of such a persuasion to promote the purposes 
and aid the operations of Raymond, by gaining him many useful in- 
struments and adherents, so little obvious as to need being further in- 
sisted on 

There 13 , hoivevei, onepaiticulai danger connected with the point imme- 
diately under discussion, of such an aspect as to challenge the most serious 
considei ation What I allude to is the predicament we should be placed in, 
supposing a war with Tippoo to break out, by the unquestionably hostile 
dispositions of Raymond and his officeis in general, seconded by the enter- 
prising spirit of some individuals among them, which might in such a case, 
become more or less transfused into the Commiindei himself It is manifest 
that though this corps constitutes the chief— nay, almost the sole stiength 
of the Nizam’s aimy, we should, notwithstanding, be unable to employ it 
against the common enemy, except at a iisk, to which its total inactivity 
nould hefnrprefeiable But it is likewise obvious that we should not be 
altogether safe in leaving it behind us , since upon any smister accident to 
our arms, or iii the possible (happily no longer probable) event ot a French 
innament appearing at such a crisis in India, the temptation to Raymond 
and his officers, openly to attempt something against us, might become veiy 
powerful If time peimitted, yet it would not perhaps be necessaiyto 
pursue this coiisulei ation luithci , the bare mention of the matter seeming 
sufficient to suggest the whole tram of its consequences Whether the evil 
admits of any eligible lemedy, shoitof the radical one of entirely annihi- 
lating the coips in question, is a point on which diffeient opinions may be 
entei tamed My own, however, is, that under the existing ciicumstances 
with respect to us and Fiance — circumstances, too, to the continuauoe of 
which no period can be assigned — it does not Another pi ej udicial effect of this 
coips upon our interests, and vvhich, though not of the same political im- 
portance as the one just iiotuedis, neveitheless, of sufficient magnitude to 
claim attention, has ah eady been touched on, and consists m the mduce- 
raents it holds out to our European aud native soldieiy on the coast, and in 
general to those classes of the inhabitants inclined to a mihtai y life, to j om 
iW standard , giving birth by this means, to numeious desertions fiom the 
Gomnauy’s army, and lenderitig it extieincly difficult to laiseieciuits foi 
supplvmg even the ordinary casuahties of the sen ice This is a mischief 
that, no doubt, might he coirected in a maiciial degiee, as far as regarded 
Euiopeans paiticulaily, by suitable arrangements of pi ecaution and vigi- 
lani-e , "bile, with lespect to the natives, some augmentation of tlie Se- 

n s pay, loMowed by such a pioclamation as before suggested, would be 
[id a still moie effectual lemedy The evd, howevei, can nevei, per- 
haps, be completely lemoved while we have such a neighbour ns Ray- 


AddiUonal Questions— to be insetted (.with then answers) i 
among the oiigtnal o 


i thepiopei places 


Question m— aw. 0, you any leason foi behevmg that Raymond is m 
correspondence mth the Piench Government m Europe, or that of the Isle 
of Franc e— or with Tippoo Sultaun? 

Answer— Wwn. no veiy substantial proof of his being in correspond- 
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ence either with the Government of France, or with that of the Mauiitms, 
though uhispeis to this effect have reached me fiom lus camp The 
strongest circumatance I know of, indicating such aninteicourae.is his hav- 
ing tired a salute about two yeais ago on occasion, as was at least given out 
in his party, and leported to me by one of them, of his having lecently 
received the commission and uniform of a general ofhcei flora the French 
Goveinment in Europe Considering, indeed, the great activity of that 
Government — the obvious interest it has in attaching Raymond to its 
cause — and the dispositions of the lattei and his officers, nothing certainly 
can be mme leasonablethan to suppose such an intercom se subsists be- 
tween them 

The pi oofs of the existence of a coiiespondence between Raymond and 
Tippoo Sultaun will, perhaps, be deemed less vague, when one of these is 
stated to be the discoveiy, afewmonthsago, by the Assistant atHydeiabad, 
of a seciet intercourse between him and the vakeel of the latter (Medina 
Saheb) lesidiug at the Nizam’s Court It was conducted through tlie me- 
dium of a thud person who.it is leinarkable, disappeared immediately 
aftei his name had lieen confidentially communicated to Azim ul Omi ah by 
Captain Kirkpatrick 

It 13 also a fact sufficiently well established, that the last seciet agcut 
deputed by Tippoo to Hydeiabad, (namely, Kfidir Hfisam Khan) had charge 
of some letteis for Raymond , hut whethei they were flora the Sultaun 
himself 01 only flora Vigee’s (foimerly Tally’s) corps in the service of 
Tippoo, I had not the means of ascei taming 
Question 6th —Does Raymond occupy any fortified posts eitbei on the 
Company’s fiontier, oi elsewheie ’ and if he does, what is their strength 
and gainsons , and what aie the advantages he deiives, or disadvantages 
we suffei, fiom his possession of theinf 
Answei — He occupies two or three small forts lu the disti ict of Mmduch, 
of which, as has been aheady mentioned, he is in some soit the rentei 
They are, howeiei, ot but little impoitancc m a mihtaiy vievv, and aic 
in a quaitei remote from the Carnatic 

’Ihe only post he holds in our neighbouihood is Khunmum, wheie Bap- 
(otherwise Talihaid) has commanded for seveial years , and where a 
legiment of the cm ps has usually been stationed The foi tifications are 
not, I believe, consideiable, but they have been impioved, I umleistand, by 
Baptiste It serves Raymond as a magazine, ihostoieshe fiom time to 
time pioouies fiom the Cainatic, being in the hist instance deposited heie, 
and foi warded, as occasion requiies, to Ilydeiahad It is also conven- 
iently situated for communication with Narpilly (formeily a Fiench post m 
the Guntooi) wheie Raymond has a store-house, (ostensibly belonging to 
the Nizam) m chaige of a Frenchman of the name of L'Empieui This 
IS ftlso the point whence Baptiste’s emissaries issue foi the purpose of in- 
veigling deserteis, and procuring icciuits from the adjacent distnets of 
Ongole, Guntoor, It is likewise the prmcipal link m Raymond’s com- 
munication with Pondichei i y , most of his messengers to and from thence , 
all the French fugitives, and many lecrmts obtained m the same quarter, 
pursuing the loute by Km pal anaKhunimim 

It IS presumed that this hasty sketch of the advantages which Raymond 
denves fi om the possession of this post, will sufficiently show the detri- 
ment it IS of, and may he to us 

Question 771— What measuies have been suggested foi the purpooe 
of inducing the Nizam to disband this corps, and what have been the ob- 
jections to the adoption of any measures suggested foi that purpose f 
Answer— I suggested some time in 17%, in a pnvate coiiespondence 
with the Governor -General and Lord Hobait, under sufficient encourage- 
ment to that end received fiom the Nizam, through the medium ot Meer 
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Allum, the expediency of intioduung some select British subjects into lus 
Hiffhness'semploy, for the purpose of raising and disciplining foi his services 
such a hodyoftioops as would, in the hist instance, have served as acoun- 
terpoise to the corps of Raymond, and, perhaps, ultimately have led, by 
gradual reforms, to its complete reduction At tlie same time that I stai ted 
this idea, I fully admitted the mischievous tendency, lu an absolute view, of 
the general measure , offering it simply in correction of an evil that already 
reached to an enormous height, that bore, foi obvious lensons, a particu- 
larly threatening aspect at Hyderabad that called foi a speedy lemedy m 
that, more pressing than in any other quartei , and that did not admit, as 
well as I could judge, either of a piomptei oi moie certain one than that 
which I, or rather Meer Alluni, (not to say the Nizam himself ) had recom- 
mended TheGovernor-Geueial seemed lo be sensible of the necessity ot 
the experiment, and even to have fixed, at one time, upon a person eveiy 
way qualified, I believe, foi conducting it to a favouiable issue In the 
meanwhile, however. Lord Hobart declaied himself to be decidedly nveise 
to the measure , insomuch, that I thought it vvould be no longer ea^y or 
prudent lo pursue it Here then it diopped for the present 

I cannot call to mind, at this time, the paiticulai arguments publicly 
opposed by Lord Hobart to the measuie, but, I lecollect that I myself 
furnished him with the objection that had all along appealed to me (though 
with him It was only of secondary consideiation) to be the inostfoicible of 
the whole, and that was the offence tt might possibly give to the Mahrat- 
las Yet, neither was this an insuperable obstacle, since the circumstance 
of there being several British subjects in the service of the Mahrattas them- 
selves, wouhl have furnished (if the aftaiis had been conducted as 1 pro- 
posed! a suftcient answer to any dissatisfaction they raighthave manifested 
on the occasion 

But though I cannot detail Lord Hobait’s reasoning on the subject, I 
have not for|rotteD, that it comprehended aU the tonics obviously adverse to 
such a question considered absolutely , and that though he did not, m my 
judgment, demonstrate the inexpediency of the thing, ns an insulated 
measure, yet he abundantly proved its danger, as a geneial one of vvhich 
truth no person indeed could be bettei satisfied than I myself had always 
1 een 

The Governor-Genei al continuing to deem it extiemely desiiableto 
oppose the best check that circumstances might admit of to the gi owing 
power of Raymond, (which, indeed, daily became moi e and moi e alarming) 
thought proper to authorise the resident at Poonah to piomote, but with 
due piecaution, the introduLtion into Azim ulOmia’s (oi rathei the Ni- 
zam’s) service, of certain Euiopeans at that place, who appeared disposed 
to engage in it, and to be of a description likely to answei as some sort of 
counterpoise to that Frenchman The consequence was, that an Ameiican 
named Boyd, and a British subject of the name of Fiiiglass, were en- 
tertained by the Minister, the former bringing with him a leady-lormed 
and exponenced corps of about 1500 men , but the latter only a small 
body, which it was settled should be (as it since, 1 believe, has been) consi- 
derably augmented Mutual disgust, however, soon arising between Mr 
Boyd and the Court of Hyderabad, he quitted the service Mr Finglass 
proving more ti actable, appears to be risiiigm favour with the Ministry — 

I am not qualified to speak from my own knowledge of this man , but Mr 
Uthoff, the assistant at Poonah, has reported favourably of his chaiacter 
He was foimeily, I think, quartei-master of his Majesty’s 19th regiment 
of dragoons 

It may not be amiss to mention in this place, that on occasion of an alarm 
somewhat hastily taken, in August last, by our detachment at Hyderabad, 
lu consequence ot a report of Raymond’s designing to attack their camp 
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botli Ml Boyd and Ml Firifilaas, on being appusid of the circumstance, 
jDStantlv prtpaied their corps, and siginhed tbeii determination, in the 
supposed event, of suppoitmg the Company’s tioops 

I shall close this head with lemaiking, that if a fair trial of the project 
suggested (as above i elated) in 1796, had been made, I thmk there is a 
consideiable probability that Raymond’s would by this time, eitliei have 
ceased to exist, or, at least, to be an object of the leasonable solicitude 
which It excites at pieseut 

Qiiestto?i St/i — Wliat measures now appear to yon to be the best adapted 
to the object of inducing the Nizam to disband this corps f 

j4nswer — The pressing importance to the British interests m India, of 
effecting (and with as little fuithei delay, too, as possible) the subversion 
of this paity, though a point only incidentally consideied in the pieced- 
ing pages, and by no means any where uiged with the force of which it is 
susceptible, may be piesumed (as it is, indeed, by the question supposed) 
to be fully established It only remains then to enquire how this desiiable 
obmet may be best attained 

The most attentive examination 1 have been able to bestow on the sub- 
ject, has suggested to me nothing better than the four following modes of 
proceeding 

1 — By intioducing, with every possible previous attention to their cha- 
racters and piinciples, British subjects (or other Europeans, being the 
subjects of friendly powers)into the service of his Highness, with a view in 
the fust instance, to balancing the French corps, and of ultimately, com- 
pletely suppressing it 

2 —By pointedly and fiiinly demanding the dismission of the coips, and 
signifying the deteiminationof oui Government to withdiaw itself, in cose 
of refusal, from its existing engagements with his Highness 

3 — By holding out suitable inducements to the Enropean and principal 
native offieeis, as well as to the Euiopean seijeants of the corps to quit it, 
and retire into the Company’s dominions a measure which, if tolerably 
successful, would necessaiily either bring about the entire dissolution of it, 
or at least, reduce it to a state of comparative insignificance 

4 —By meeting the wishes so often expressed by the Nizam’s Govern- 
ment, fora closei connexion with the Company, and for such an augmen- 
tation of the detachment of our tioops alieady aUovved his Highness by 
tieaty, as should in some mdasuie preclude the necessity of letaming Ray- 
mond’s corps 

I shall consider each of these expedients m ordei 

1st — Regal ding the first of them, however, little remains to be said, 
the subject being neaily exhausted m the leply to qiieiy the 7th — It would, 
no doubt, under present ciieumstnnces, althongh a foundation for it is al- 
ready laid by the establishment of Pinglass's coips, be of slow opeiation — 
Besides the inchnation of Azimul Omia to countenance the measure fai- 
thei , IS at 1 ( ast uncei tain He may possibly imagine that by manifesting a 
backwBidness in this lespect, we maybe the more leadily induced to do 
what he would like still bettei — that is, augment oui detaenment and take 
off some of tlie lestiictions under which it has hithcito acted It may be 
added, that the Goveinraent at home, having thought piopei to discourage 
the measure immediately undei consideration, (though on what giouiids is 
not known to me) it is the less necessaiy to eulaige on it at present 

2nd With the exception of the Peishcitsh, which, perhaps, no circum- 
stance short of an open ruptuie with the Nizam, would warrant our with- 
holding, theie seems nothing in the measure suggested in this article that 
might not be vindicated both to the world at large and to the other mem- 
bei of the tuple alliance (or the Maluatta state), by a variety of forcible 
arguiiieiith deducible from the absolute impossibibty of our ever acting to- 
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cethei, under .iru ciilital state ot thinfrb, «uh the confidence and concoid 
necessary to the sutccBs of oui pint opcntions, oi even with entne safety 
to oursehes, eonipobed oa his Ilighnesa’s piinupal military foice virtually 
IS, and sivaveil as Ins tountila aie, or may be, by the inveterate enemies of 
uui nation But however defensible, oi retoncileable with the spiiit of 
treaties, aiitli a step might be, I very much doubt whethei it would at any 
time, and especially in the piesent conjuncture, piodiice the desired effect 
The jiiond spiiit of this court Cstill proud under its leceiit humiliations), 
wonhi revolt at such a capitulation, and, most piobablv. bnaaid much la- 
ther than subscribe to it It would talk, as it has ulieady done, moie than 
once, on otcasion of some tenipeiate iiid distant expostulations on the 
same head, of its independence , of its light to employ and favom whom it 
pleases, of Its I ehaiicc on the fidelity and attachment of its Fiench ser- 
vants , and of the unreasonableiics ot oui entertainmg any distrust of men 
entiiely at the devotion, and the mere cicatuics, ot a fiiendly powei, hav- 
ing no interests but what aie insepaiable from ours But these aigiunents, 
jilausible as they aic, do not con titute the sole, oi perhaps principal diffi- 
culty 111 the present case One of the consequences of Raymond’s coips 
(and besides Raymond’s coips there is another consisting of from twelve 
to fifteen hundred sepoys, commanded also by Frenchmen, attached to the 
Rissahih of Umjid nd Dowlah)*, has been a mateiial i eduction of eveiy 

. ' • I ' ' ■ W ’ ' . 


lousiy tnan aittuiiy, peinaps,; to acipiue 
It may he thought that the ahommable tendency of Fiencli principles 
(inwliatevei view consideied,) and the evil consequences which have re- 
sulted to almost eveiy power that that nation has diawn into its alliance, if 
properly exposed and illustiated, ought to have the effect of exciting, at 
the diffei ent courts of India such a detestation of the one, and di ead of the 
other, as torcndei any connexion between them next to impossible But 
chough these aie topics iiliich hate not been neglected, and though they 
doubtlessly seem well calculated topioduce the sort of impressions to bo 
wished for, yet it would be wiong to place any gieat leliance in consideia- 
tions which unfortunately have not always hud the weight they weie enti- 
tled to with European poweis hotter qualified, in geneial, to appreciate 
their force (as being moie conveisant in systematic and prospective poli- 
tics,) more immediately liable to suffer from a coalition with the new re- 
public , and, finally, more iiiteiestcd to oppose its aggrandizement, than 
any oi the pniices or states oi India can be It is true, that a Fiench con- 
nexion would he dangeious even to Tippoo Sultaun, but remote and spe- 
culaiio danger is often oierlookedin favour of immediate, and, perheiis, 
only apparent, benefit With regard to the com t of Hyderabad in particu- 
lai, I may venture to say, that its political views haidly ever embrace a veiy 
distant penod, or any combinations having the pel manent advantage of the 
state for their object ° 

* The pilncipal Piingah Chief 
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I liave dwelt the l(»!i>ei on the consideiation of the expedient suggested 
m tlie piesent aitu le (fiom the subject of which, howevei, the whole of the 
preceding pamgiaph must be owned to be a digiesaion,) beciuse I appic- 
hend there may be some persons capable of imagimiig our political posi- 
tion m India, as ascertained at the peace ot Seiiiigapatam, to be so com- 
manding as to enable us to caiiy a point of this kind with little oi no diffi- 
culty No doulit we were placed by that event, or lather by the political 
sagacity and militaiy skill winch conduced to it, on higher and moie le- 
spectable grounds than wehad ever before occupied in India , but we shall, 
neveitheless, do well always to bear in mind, that it is an envied eminence 
we stand on , and to bewaie how we foifeit oi liazaid, by a domiiieeriiig 
spint, what a spiiit of inodeiationso much cnntiibuted to oui gaming 

Befoiewe dismiss the consideration of the measiiie suggested m this 
aiticle. It may be propei to notice a modification of which it may be thought 
susceptible, and which piesents itself in a limitation of its opeiation (a the 
Euiopean pail of the coips, and an offer ot replacing this immediately by 
British subjects But though the mam obstacle to the measure, namely, 
that of depiiving the state of its principal military foice, would by this 
means be got iid of , yet it would, at the same time, become liable to much 
of the objection Ivmg against the first expedient , horn which it would not 
then matenally diffei iii the chief featuie 

3rd I shall confine myself to obseiving with regaul to the suggestion 
contamed m this ai tide, that although I have little doubt of the genei al 
efficacy of the measiue, yet its adoption would not seem to be warrantable 
Di prudent iii any othei cases than those of an absolute ruptiue with the 
Nizam, or of some sti ong and open act of hostility on the part of Raymond 
himself Such cases have, in some degree, been secietly provided tor, but 
not to the e'ctent that would, piobahly, be requisite For though a simple 
pecuniaiy douceui might nnswci m some instsuces, yet m otheis it might 
be necessary to hold out something like apeimanent provision, if not even 
employment 

4lh It has long been a favourite object with the couit of Hyderabad to 
make the defensive engagements, subsisting betvveen it and the Company, 
!>eneial instead of pailicnlui , oi, in other woids, that we should guaiantee 
ill possessions ag mnst the Mah atlas, as well as Tippoo Sultaun It has also 
long sought to prevail onus to lelav fiom the strictness of that article of 
the agreement of 1789 with Loid Coriiwalhs, confoiraably to which we 
have always, not only lestrained oui detachment fiom acting against cer- 
tain polygars, tiibutary to the Mahiattas as well ns to the Nizam, but also 
carefully prevented it from passing the Mahiatta boundaries whenever this 
has appealed necessary (as owing to the mingled nature of then respective 
dominions, has sometimes happened,) in ordei to leachmgthe point where 
Its sei vices were lequiied buch, for instance, was its situation towards 
the close of the lebelhon of Ali Jah, whom it was obliged to decline pursu- 
ing to Aurungabad, because this could not be done without its occasionally 
entering the Mahiatta terntoiy, and because the couit of Hydeiabad 
cither would not apply for, oi could not obtain, the consent of the Poonah 
Government for that puipose 

By complying vvith the wishes of the Ni/am’s Ministers in these re- 
spects, ancl agieeing to such an augmentation of the detachment at present 
employed witli lus Highness, as might be judged necessary, there is little 
doubt but we should obtain our object vvithregaidto Raymond to whatever 
extent we pleased to say nochmg of other advantages that we might eithei 
expiessly and previously stipulate foi, oi subsequently derive fiom the 
iiscendancy uhich we should in this case, acquire at the court of Hyder- 
abad 

Peihaps even something slioit of these compliances might piociue us 
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oul mam object But as peifect confidence is not likely to subsist for any 
long time together lictiveen the courts of Hydeiabud and Poonali, and as 
apprehensions of future encroachments by the latter will ever continue, 
most 01 obnblv, to be entertained by the former, who, on this account, will 
aluays deem it necessary to be prepaied for such u contingency, it maybe 
presumed that it wall scarcely consent to part with Raymond’s coips, with- 
out our undertaking, in some shape oi other, if not by expiess defensive 
engagements, to secuie it against that danger It would be to no purpose, 
as to this particiilur, that we replaced that coips by an adequate body of 
our own tioops, if those troops, m case of an invasion of his Highness’s 
territories by the Mahrattas, should not be at liberty to assist in repelling 
It, winch, however, is the piedicameiit that our detachment stood in dur- 
ing the late contest between these two powers 

There is, probahlv, one point at least that Azira ill Omra would consi- 
der as an mdispeusahle condition m such an airangement as vve are now 
contemplating, though he weie even to wave insisting on a generaldefensive 
alliance against the Mahrattas , and that is a positive engagement to support 
the succession as it might be settled by the nomination of the Nizam (or, in 
other words, by himself,) against all opponents whatsoevei Now such an 
engagement might happen to place us in opposition to the Mahrattas, 
who, upon the Nizam’s death, iniicht lie disposed to favour some othei Pi e- 
tender to the Musnud, and, peislsting to maintain his cause, make it ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impossible, for us to avoid a wai with them Heie 
is an impediment that deserves to he well consideied, and weighed against 
the advantages of themeasuie immediately iii question 

In repaid to the restiictions under which oui detachment has hitherto 
served, I am of opinion that wathoiit tlieir being lemoved, no body of 
troops that we might supply to replace Raymond’s coips would compensate, 
to the Nizam for its loss, since while they continue, they must operate, as 
hitherto, to deprive him of its services in cases, perhaps, of the first im- 
portance in his estimation Besides, though these restiictions were pro- 
perly enough established by us, yet they are considered, and not entnely 
without leasoii, asgieat haidships by the couit of Hyderabad, between 
which and the Government of Poonali theie subsists a soit of tacit con- 
vention, wbeieby the forces of his Highness have not only occasionally 
passed through the othei ’s teriitories, but even acted against the Polvgars 
tributaiy to both states (as those of Shorepoor and Gurtwaul,) without any 
visible objection on the part of the Mahrattas We ceitamly could not 
now relax from the rigidness of oui practice in these pai ticulais without 
giving offence, and fiirnishing a just ground ot complaint, to the Goveiii- 
ment ofPoonah, hut, on the other Hand the peculiai natuieof the case 
would appear to warient a hope that the difficulty might be sui mounted 
by means of a suitable i epresentation to the couit of Poonali, made m con- 
cert with that of Hydeiabad 

But however piacticable it should be to obtain the acquiescence of the 
Mahrattas in these points, or with whatevei indifference they might view 
even our deteimiiidtion to interfere in the settlement of the succession to 
the Musnud of Hyderabad, it can scarcely he doubted that siuli an exten- 
Sion of onr defensive engagements with the Nizam, and such an augmenta- 
tion of our detachment seivmg with him <ia above spoken of, would excite 
in them considerable jealousy and alaim The consequences to which 
sentiments of this kind might lead aie not dillieiilt to conceive, and 
though they are not, perhaps, inevitable, yet m raeasuimg the advantages 
against the disadvantages of the proceeding under discussion, it may be 
right (and will, at least, be the safest way,) to take these last in the ex- 
treme xViid liei e it IS proper I should acknowledge ni y own incompetency, 
and the superior means of the Residency at Poonali to appieciate, with 
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due exactness and great) i certainty, the extent of the effects capalile of he- 
ing, or likely to be, produced on the Main atta Goveinmeut by the different 
measures in question That Residency also will be best able to ascertain 
how fai, and to suggest in what mannei, it may be possible to leconcile it 
to those measures On this last head 1 shall, for my own pait, only ven- 
ture to hint, that peihaps an oftei to admit it to a paiticipatioii of any ad- 
vantages gianted to the court of Hydeiabad, might conduce to icmove its 
objections to the ainingeraent, and that though the Mahrattas are not 
likely evei to stand m need either of oiii troops, or our guarantee against 
the Nizam, yet they might not be unwilling to accede to the piojected 
Treaty with his Highness, on condition of our freeing to a Qefensive alh- 
anee with them against Zemaun Shah and the Beiks, which it may sooner 
or later be advisable for us to do with other views besides that of propitiat- 
ing them m regaid to the objects of the present enquiry 

In conclusion, and on an attentive leview of all that has been advanced, 
I have no hesitation m declaimg it to be my opinion that of the four dif- 
ferent modes which have been suggested for ai living at our object with re- 
gard to the corps of Raymond, the one calculated to accomplish it with the 
most promptitude and efficacy, and the least liable to failure, is the fourth 
or last It must at the same time be confessed, that owing partly to a 
certain unaccommodating and illibeial spii it in the Government, and partly 
to the generally disordeied state of its finances, oui present detachment 
suflfeis inconveniences on the score sometimes of pay and at otheis of pro- 
visions, that would, as well as the unpleasant expostulations and discus- 
sions to which they occasionally give use, be but too likely to increase witli 
any consideiable augmentation of its numbeis The most efiectiial way 
of preventing these difficulties uiidei a new airangement would probably 
be by piocunng the assignment of one oi moie districts known to be ade- 
quate m point of levenue to the dischaige of the subsidy, and, in then 
othei reaouices, to supplying the remaining wants of the tioops Kuipah 
alone, if not entnely, would yet, m a gieat measure, particuluily well an- 
swer these pui poses , at the same time that out possession of it would, on 
account of its local position with regard to the north-eastern parts of 
Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions, add consideiably to the secuiity of the Car- 
natic, and especially of the Sircars Whether the jealousy and discontent 
which that Prince would no doubt conceive at our gaining even a footing 
of so limited a nacuie in Kuipah ought to make us wave so great an advan- 
tage, IS a point foi the considei ation of otheis 

It would likewise, in the event ot such a connection between us and the 
Couit of Hyderabad as the one in contemplation, particularly behove us to 
be on oui guaid against the arts which the latter might be but too apt to 
practise for the purpose ol pi evoking an attack fiom the Mahiattas, and 
with the seciet view of piosecutmgin that case, by our means, some pro- 
ject ofiesentment or aggrandisement 

Tiieonly remaining precaution that occurs to me as particularly neces- 
saiy to be taken in case of a niateiial augmentation of om tioops at Hydei- 
abad, respects the selection of not only their commandei, but of all the 
piincipal officers , m vvhora it would he desirable, for obvious reasons, that 
temperate and concihatoiy manners, a just solicitude for the maintenance 
of the national character, together with a competent knowledge of the 
customs and language of the country, should be joined to the qualifications 
more pioperly professional 
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Page Gd9 Piingah, in its moie lestiained sense, signifies cavaliy mounted on 
horses, the propeity of the Sircar, and is equivalent to what we call the staile- 
horse of Tippoo Sultaun At the Court of Hideiabad, howevei, it has come to be 
applied more geneially, being used there to denote what may otheiwise be called 
the household or body guards, compiehending toot as well as home , and the com. 
mandera of which have been commonly distinguished by the appellation of PuiigaA 
'ialah Siidais By the Pungah party is meant that pohtical division among the 
Omras of this state, headed by the chiefs of the Paugah It was established by the 
late Shums ul Omra, principal commander of these tioops, and sometimes called 
commander m chief of the Nizam’s army He had a gieat jealousy of the influence 
of Azim ul Omra, whom he was much mthe habit of opposing duiing bis life time 
He died at Paangul eaily in the late war with Tippoo faultaun, leaving an infant son 
on whom the Nizam conferred the title of his father (oi Shums ul Omia), os well 
as the principal command of tlie Pmg ah But though this youth is, in consequence, 
stricth speaking, thechiefof the Pungah, yethis mateinal uncle and guardian,Umjid 
nd Dowlah, has hitherto been moie usually considered as such Next in rank of this 
party to Umjid ud Dowlah is Gbasimeea, who is likewise a kinsman of Shums ul 
Omra The most elhcitnt member of it howevei, till lately, was supposed to be 
Mahommed Azeen Khan, who aspired, as it was thought, to the station of mi- 
nister but who IS at piesent a state prisonei mthe tort of Golconda Ihia party 
continued its opposition to Azmi ul Omia, after the death of the oldei Shums ul 
Omra, and in fact weie, in conjunction with Govind Kishcn, the Mahiatta Vakeel 
at the Nizam’s Court, the fianieis of the tieaty of Khuidlah, which led to, if it did 
not actually stipulate by a seciet article, the auiiendei of the ministei’s person 
But the victory of the Pungah party in this mstemce was of short duration , for the 
Nizam had scarcely got back to Hyderabad when he discoveied, or was made to 
beheve, that his honour and interests had been basely sacrificed on that occasion In 
consequence, the active membeis of the party soon fell into disgrace , but as Umjid 
ud Dowlah either was not consideied as falling under this description, oi was 
thought to have atoned foi his past eriois by his early separation from his col- 
leagues, he escaped then- punishment The credit of the party has since been 
rapidly on the decline, insomuch that it may be doubted whethei it is any longer 
an object of solicitude to Azim ul Omra, though lieietofore veiy much his diead 
Page 639 That we must depend principally if not solely on oui own anange- 
ments for intercepting deserters, &,c fiom the Carnatic, will appear from the an- 
swer once given to the resident upon hia complouiing to the Nizam’s mimsteis, 
that his Highness’s Jumts and other ofiiceis did not dulv exert themselves to pre- 
vent such persons fiom enteimg into oi proceeding thiough then respective dis- 
tricts " If the more watchful and active officers of your Government (said they), 
cannot prevent deserters from passing thiough and escaping beyond the Company’s 
country, it cannot be a matter of suipiise that they should be able to elude the 
vigilance of cur’s ” 
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EAti act oj a Late) J) ont Jacob Bosanquet, Esq , Chan man of the Cow t oj 
Duettos, to the Ilonomable Jonathan, Dwican, Gove) no of Bombajj, 
dated East India House, 1st June, 1798 

France 13 now fitting out a eonsidciable fleet in the Mcditenaneiin, the 
destination of whicli ib unknown, amongst othei objects, the conquest of 
Egypt has been mentioned, and though I do not think it very piobable, 
either that the attempt will be raaile, or that it could succeed if it was, I 
think it IS impossible foi us to be too much upon our guard, as we know 
India to be one of the gieat objects to which the Fiench at present are 
diiecting their attention By eveiy thing that I can collect, it appeals 
that both the conquest of Egypt, and the conveyance of a foice dotvn the 
Red Sea, might be earned into execution by Fiance undei certain cir- 
cumstances, and theiefore what is not impossible, ought always to be 
looked to with a certain degree of caution by prudent men All I pio- 
pose by this lettei is to call your attention to the subject, and to letom- 
mend you to neglect none of those piecautions that you may think may 
leasonably be employed to fiustiate any attempt of the French, either to 
pass a body of men to India siuieptitiously, or by the nioie open mode 
of 1 eally taking possession of any part of Egypt 
A ti lie Extiaot Jonathan Duncan, 
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jdn Ahstiact oJ the piesent State ot Tippoo t>ultam By Captain {subse- 
quently Sn John) Malcolm 

In diaiviiig up the Abstract Ihnye neithci time noi infoiinatioii to take 
a wide lange, I shall thcrefoie confine myself to a few piincipal points 

The natuie ot the mtelligeiice 011 which the knowledge of the hultaun’a 
designs and attions is founded innst cieate diffidence in any peison who re- 
lates them I have made it a rule to assume no tact that is not minutely 
coi roborated by two or mote perbons who weie employed for the oame pur- 
pose of obtaining intelligence, but who. from circumstances must have 
been wholly unacquainted both with the peisous and occupation of each 

I mean to aiiange this abstract under thiee gencial heads 

Ist The mihtaiy foice, which will include the fixed establishment Then 
piesent stiength, mode of payment, state of discipline, pimcipal military 
officeis, then chaiacteis, theu cbtiraiition with Tippoo, garrisons, and their 
present state 

2iid 'Ihe levenue depaitment fctate of his treasuiy, alteiations of his 
mode of management, piincicipal revenue ofificers, then' characters and 
estimation 

3i d Late occui 1 ences, piesent stations of troops, pohey of the Sultaun, 
and reflectioiio 

1st Militauj Foice Ihe fixed establishment of the Siiltaun’s standing 
dimy lb as follows — Tliiee Kutchemes of legular cavalry called Aakais, 
each to consist of foui fliokums, of 1000 hoibcmen each, amountmg to 
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12,000 Three Kiitdierries of irregiilai cavalry, called Suais, Sillahclarb, 
mdiffeien^ each Kutchei rie to consist of four Ilmallas, of l.OOOmen each, 
12,000 Three Kutcherncs of vegulai mfantiy, called Jieah , each Kut- 
cherne consists of four Cushooii's, of 4,000 fiieloclts and eight held pieces, 
two batteiinff guns, and two camel load of Rockets attached, men 48,000, 
field pieces 128, and battering; guns 32 One Kutchenie of Slaves, to con- 
sist of two Ciislioons, called j^tMdullah and Abnedu, who me consideied as 
the gu.irds of the Sultaun, and geneiallv do fort duty , 8,000 men, sixteen 
field pieces, and foui battering guns One Kutclierne of pikemen, called 
Jelloo, that attend always the Sultauu’s person, 2,000 One Kutcheirie of 
pioneers, 8,000 A Rutcherrie of Carnatic peons, called Soodei, who are 
employed in collecting the revenues, and as garrisons to small foits, 8,000 

Abstract of Established Force. 
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Cavalry 
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1 

1 
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e 
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Total 1 

2,000 1 

1,200 ^ 
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48,000 

8,000 

2,000 

8,000 

8,000, 

144 

36 


About 600 have been lately entertained and though admitted on the 
strength, have not yet joined this corps, as both men and hoises are yet 
tiaining , 300 of the horses weie brought from Poonah, and 200 by ships 
to Mangalore ^ 

N D There are besides these many local coi'ps of peons that are not 
included 

N B Though no corps of Golendaiues, oi guiineia, are stated in the 
above, they are supposed attached as well as gun lascai s 
N B Independent of the hoise aboveiiientioiied, theie are about 800 
Beyd or Booties, who follow the army, and whose occupation is plundei 
The establishment has never been completed , its pi esent strength, fi om 
the best infoimation I have may be reckoned as follows — Regular horse 
6,000, Irregular hoise, 7,000 , Regular infantry, 30,000 ’ 

Guaids, viz Ahmasy and Assadulah, 4,000 , pikemen, 1,500, moneeis. 
6,000 , Carnatic peons, 8,000 


Abstiact of real Strength 



Regular 
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Total 

6,000 

7,000 

30,000 

4,000 
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N B I have not yet included battering guns, field pieces, oi rockets 
imagining he has at all times as many of these as he can transpoi t, and also 
as many elephants, camels, and draught and carnage cattle as he evei can 
require , he has with his army 100 mules, which aie repoi ted to bo foi liis 
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Ttppou's Emopean oi Fiemh Fotce, as n is called, consists asfolloiis — 



1 

<a 

o 

Private 

Europeans 

Half-Cast 
and Caffnes 


Tally’s Pdi ty 

4 

40 

350 


Lately arrived fiom the Mauritius 

6 

60 

100 1 


Total 1 

1 .0 

j 90 

460 1 



Pay and the Mode of Payment 

The mode of paj'ment of the amydiffeis as much as the tioops do of 
which it IS composed 

Tlie Askars or stable horse receive a monthly net* pay of twelve rupees 
The hoises aie the property of the Cucar, at whose expense the men 
are clothed and aimed 

The horses of the iiiegulai cavahy belong eithei to the Commander or 
the hoi semen and the Circar pay a legular monthly sum foi each, 40 rps 
a Hindoo horseman, and 46 to a Mnhomedan It a horse belonginjr to 
the iriegular cavahy is killed on seiviee, the Ciicarto pay a stated price, 
and half of all plundei is considered as the Ciicai right 

The feultaun has lately oideied that the Jimmidais ot the irregular 
hoi se should have lands IJaidads) assigned them foi payment m lieu of 
lecciving cash fioin the Tieasuiy 

The regulai infantry aie divided into three classes, which leceive a net 
pay as follows — Istf class, 10 lupees pei month, 2nd ditto 8i ditto , 3rd 
ditto, 7 ditto 

Ihe Assoudtillha and Ahmcdn oi guards, foi meily received 6 rupees 
per month , and weie victualled by the Ciicar, but I am intormed they 
now provide themselves and leceive monthly 16 rupees 

The pikemen pei month, 10 rupees , the Carnatic peons, 6 ditto , the 
pioneers, 8 ditto , golandanzes, 10 ditto, gun lascais, 7 ditto 


• I stile it net pay, because all the tioops have a nommal pay, exceeding consi- 
derably what they actually leceive, a ciicumstance which arises from the difference 
of exchange in the Circar payments, and m tlie Bazaar 

t All these thiee classes meet mone kutcheme, of which they compose different 
besaallahs — Between the two first, the difference of pay is made on account of the 
difteience of size and appeal ance, they do similai duties The third class aie 
suboidinates, put on all duties of fatigue, and into garrison, but never haidly 
brought into action 
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Lally’s party ai e paid by contract The Sultaiiii allows the Commandant, 
for each European horseman, 90 rupees per month , for each European 
foot soldier, 30 ditto , for Cafflries and half-cast, 20 ditto , foi native Se- 
poys, 16 ditto, fora giin, 600 ditto , for an elejihant, 12 pagodas , for his 
own pay as Gonimandant, 2000 rupees 
From this allowance, the Commandant is obliged to pay whatever officeis 
he may have m Ins party, as also to purchase and feed horses foi his ca- 
valry, and to find bullocks for his gun and to cloth and arm his party 
N B — The troops do not icceive their pay legularly, but are seldom 
moie than four months m arrears 

The Government benefits considerably by keeping the tronjis in aireais 
from an institution of the Sultaun’s, of a bank called Malek Tuujai ,* which 
is kept in camp by the servants of the Gircar , lieie cash is lent at high in- 
terest to the tioops for ordeis on then arreais, by uhitli interest and a 
double management of the exchange, a soldiei is geneially defrauded neai 
one sixth of his pay 

Tlic pay of the regular army is the same in the field and gainson, but 
their constitution supposes them always encamped 
Discipline — -Withregaid to discipline, the chief attention of the Sultaun 
seems still directed to bis \mfantry The regular cavaliy exeicise m body 
They niaich leguIarly in file— form inline and charge The iiregnlai 
hnise haiB no discipline whatevei The intantry aie said to be mnchim- 
pioved since last war fbe golandanzes oi artilleiy, aiealso kept in con- 
stant practice 

The whole of his aimy is kept in a state of activity — movements aie 
peipetual — and no kiUtUeiric or cuslioon is eier allowed to lemuiii nioie 
than two years and seldom so loiigm any station 
The regular ai my aie almost always m the field, except dm mg the mon- 
soon, when It 13 cantoned, but seldom any pait of it is put in gainson, ex- 
cept the guards, who do duty m Seuugapatam 
Pi ineipal OJficei s ami Bstunutm —The Sultaun employs hiS oftioei s in a 
civiland military line, as the occasion demands, but Z sliall m this plate only 
mention those who may he deemed Ins chief military Coramaiiclers 
The first is ftleei Cummur u Deen, an olhtei ot acknowledged hraveiy 
and ability— ht is idolized by the army, and, therefore, an ohiect of lea- 
lousy to the Sultaun, who is, however, sensible of Ins supeiior merit and 
always employs him m cases of emergency ’ 

Eeza Sahel), commonly called the BaiiKy Nabob, aielation of the Sul- 
taun s, and m high estimation He has the chai actei of being a brave officei , 
of V e“‘ and lieadstiong He is about thirty yeais 

Mahomed Rezn, son of Waken Ivhau, Nabob of Savenoie-an officei 
of merit, and in favoni with the Sultaun 
Syd Ghofier, formeily Commandant m the Nabob’s seivico at Tanioie— 
tTthebulZf l"-'‘'ery, m favom 

Meer Mohm u Been, hettei known by the name of Syd Saheb— a misei 
m managei, iii winch line he lias been lately em- 
^*’**^'"1**® nnbtary command Hepossessesthe con- 
fidence of theSultaun who is uiamed to Ins daughtei -f 
Foker u Been and Meer Nazur Ah, are also Cinets of estimation 


* There isone of those Gircar shops or Malek Toujaf, wth eveiy detachment 

t Who died about twelve dais ago 
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Gmimns — their State — The Sultannhas expended great aumsmira- 
pioveinentB, or rather additions to the works of Seriugapatam, on which 
he has been employed ever since the conclnbion of the peace in 1792 1 
cannot foim any distinct idea of the natuie of the works he is constructing 
— from what I have hitheito heard, one account bays, he is carrymg 
two walls round the foit, each of which is of rauth more strength and so- 
lidity than the old one, which is destioyed as the new work advances, but 
of which not one half ts yet finished 

Another states he is also occupied in cutting a bioad deep ditch across 
the island, from the Deiiah Daulet Bagh to the south branch of the liver 
There is to be a diawbndge over the ditch opposite to the east gate of the 
fort, and the only high road to the foi t to be ovei it 

It 18 highly probable that he will weaken instead of strengthen his 
capital, by multiplying unnecessary works, particularly as no account 
mentions their being undei the duection of an Buropean engineer 

Bangaloioand Ossoie have both been destioyed Thefoiinei has not been 
so completely demolished as the latter Many pai ta yet remaimng entire, 
particulaily the east gate and the lower paits of most of the rampart, a 
cucumstance which would seem to haie oiigmated more in the unskilful- 
ness of the inmci s than any design 

Both Savendioog and Nemdydroog have been repaired and stored with 
provisioiib The other gairisons remain much in their foimer state , he has 
built a small foit and pettah close to Old Mysoie 

Revenue Depmtment, slate of — Although it is generally 

leported among the nations that Tippoo has, by assessments on the inha- 
bitants of Ills reinuimng teiiitoiies, lepaired the bleach that was made in 
his treasuiy at the peace of 1792 A moment’s reflection mil shew the 
fallaciousness of this idea Tippoo paid to the allies thiee crores and 
thirty lack, which is considerably more than two year’s levenue of the 
countiy left in his pobsession He has had not only the current expences 
of his Goveiiiment to clefiay, hut to icpaii the ravages of war which may 
surely be calculated to have depiived him of at least six months nett leve- 
nue Independent of this, he had to remoimt gieat pait of lus cavalry, 
and to purchase oi make up both arms and stoics to replace those that 
were destioyed oi lostdunngthe wai When to this uc add the vast sums 
expended on the foitifications of heiingapatam, on which 6000 men have 
been at woik for neai six years, we cannot suppose his revenues, which 
do not amount to one and a half croie, have more than met his annual 
expenditure 

If this IS the case, his tieasuiy cannot contain moie than two eioies at 
the utmost, as between fiveand six croie was the greatest supposed amount 
at the conclusion of the peace, out of which he paid three crores and thirty 
lack, and in all piobability, that amount was exaggerated 

Alterations in management — Tippoo has vaiied m many points at differ- 
ent periods from that mode of management which was presciibed in a code 
of levenue legulations which was translated into English, and published in 
Calcutta in 1792 * 

It is an ascertained fact that he hasnot collected so much from his coun- 
try as his father, a cucumstance which may be asenbed to his chiefly em- 
ploying Mussulmen, Assofs, and Aumildars, which Hyder seldom did — 
The Hindoos still do the business, but aie moie venal from having less 
lesponsibility 

Among the gieatest changes that have taken place lately in hia revenue 


Indeed I believe those 


observed 
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system, may be reckoned that of his granting assigned lands to some oi lus 
military commanders for the maintenance of themselves and party, and 
his having diminished much the number of revenue officers, by allotting 
larger managements No assof is now appointed to a country that does 
produce a lach,and no Auiiiildar to one under thirty thousand 

Chief Reienne 0 £ieet Characte) s —M t\ie. head of the revenue oflScers 
may be placed Meei Mahomed Saduk (Duaii,) to which high station he was 
promoted by Hyder, from bung cutvval to the army He is an able man, 
devoted to the will of the Sultaun, with whom he is esteemed n favourite, 
he IS accounted a prudent statesman, and a strong advisei of peace 
MeerHussan, brother-in-law to Cummer u Been, anolficei high intiust 
Sied Mahomed Khan, an officer of high repute in the revenue line 
Pmneijtt, liLUSurei —He was in the same employment with Ilydei , he 
IS leputed an able financier 

Theie are besides many revenue officeis of reputation, whom I have not 
mentioned fiom want ol sufficient information to speak of them with 
Ciactness 

Detail o/occurrences Since Jammi I/, 179s ~1 mean not in this part of 
the account to take a long retrospect I shall confine myself to this year, 
and briefly state those occuiiences which appear most worthy of note 
In the Sultaun joined lus camp near Seiingapatam, and pub- 

lished that he was going towaids Mangalore, wheie it was rumouied seve- 
ral Fiench ships ueie expected with tioops on boaid, to this was added 11 
repoit, that the hultaiiii meant on their ai rival to attack the English, 
which gained foice from the ciicumstance of all applications for leave be- 
ing denied, and a iniitchclka (01 obligatoiy note) taken fiom each sepoy, 
that lus family was above the Ghauts * 

Fcbi uaiff —Tip f 00 was reported next to have changed his intention of 
going towards Mangalore, and to have tinned lus thoughts towards visit- 
ing bis northein frontier, in Older to intimidate the Mahrattas ivlio had 
demanded seven years’ ai rears of Chout, and also with a view to visit the 
celebiated Pceizadah at Keysei moorus, w'hose murud or disciple he had 
been long anxious to become He received and despatched again in this 
month a vakeel from Poonali 

He encamped with some pait of his army at a village called Aiakera, 
two marches from the capital, foi seveial days, and fiom it detached the 
Banky Nabob, Rezah Saheb, in one direction, ami Meei Saduk m another, 
in Older to distribute tbe lands to the Jemmidars of SiUahdahi horse, 
agreeably to the new system of supporting them that he had resolved 
upon 

March — ^The Sultaun went with his escort to a place on the hanks of the 
Cavfii (Tilcar,) 26 miles fiom Seringapatam, to supeimtend the repair of 
a dam across the iivei , he retuined to the city to be piesent at the Ramzan 
feast, butoidered his teats and escort to pass on to encamp neai Motta 
lalijw, wheie he joined them after the feast was over 
He despatched a vakeel with letters to Sciiidiali, and leport said he was 
in ueh inclined to join the Mahrattas in an attack on the Sultaun,t but that 
both Meer Saduk and Puriieah exeited all their influence to pi event such 
an event occurring 

About this period news reached the capital that the Annagoondy Rajah 
had been successful against the Sultaun’s troops, 111 consequence of 


* An alarm was also spread at this period about the Coorga Rajali, who, it after- 
wards appeared had taken unnecessary alarm at the approach of some irregular 
horse, who were foraging, and had m conaequence assembled his troops near Peria- 
patam- This matter was settled on explanation 

t So in copy, but most probably the Nizam 
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which a stronjr detachment was oidered to hold itself in leadinesa to pro- 
ceed against the insurgents 

Apnl — The Sultaun remained at his camp near Moota Falou The 
principal event of this month was cutting the bank of this famous tank, 
which he did contrai v to the opinion of sereial of his Omrahs Two mo- 
tives were conjectuied to induce him to this extraordinaiy action 

The one supposed it the effect of avaiice, the othei of policy If the 
foimer, he was disappointed, foi two old guns were all that its dramed-bed 
piodiiced , but it is moie reasonable to asciihc it to policy, as he deatioyed 
several other small tanks in its vicmitv, apparently with a view of distress- 
ing any numerous army that might heieattcr encamp neui liis capital 

It IS not unwoithyof observation, that immediately pievious to the 
breaking out of last war, he destioyed the large tank near Bangaloie, and 
similar conieetures vvere then made 

Letters vveie despatched to the couits of Hydeiabad and Poonah, from 
the fuimei letteis had been leceived by Camel Keikeiiah, and flora the 
lattci a vakeel 

The stable horse were kept at the capital, and evciy division of the 
country otdeied tosto^egimn and ghee, and to send u piopouionof 
di aug M mule to the capital 

May — Not only all the Aumildars, Assoffs, &c were required to svvear 
allegiance to the Sultaun, a custom which with them has been annual for 
five yeais past, but every soldier of the aimy was directed to swear (in the 
form pi escribed by the religion he professed,) to be fuilli/ul to his stan- 
dai d* 

The Sultaun went for a shoit time into the city, but letumed to campon 
the 2ud of June with part of Ins zaunana, and all the SiUahdai horse weie 
01 del ed to join fiom then /waging stations Accounts were leceivcd of a 
French party landing at Mangalore, and preparation was directed to be 
made foi their march to, and reception at, Seuugapatam 

_On the 3rd of June the river came down, and all communication 
with tlie capital was obliged to be earned on by means of basket boats 

On the 18th Shiie Khan retuined with three cushoons to the capital 
fiom the Malabar coast, where he bad been to settle some diffeiences be- 
tween the Sultaun and Coorjah Eajah, relating to the disputed teriitoiies 
It IS not stated what has been done, but there appears to have been an ami- 
cable adjustment „ , v j 

On the 20th, in the evening, the long expected French paity reached 
camp, they consisted of about 60 Europeans and about 100 halt-cast , one 
of the Europeans was in a palenquin, five on horseback, and the rest, with 
the coffrees and half-cast, marched on foot They had only one tent on 
then raaicli the Sultaun, however, directed an ample supply of camp 
equipage, and fixed their encampment at about a mile from his own quar- 
ters next day six of the party who weie said to be officers, paid him a 
visit’, the Maior of Lally’s paity mteipieted, what passed is unknown, as 
all othei s weie excluded It appeared by the countenances of the hrenoh 
gentlemen when they came out that they were pleased with their reception 
® Two of the French gentlemen have since had frequent intercouise, but 
no airangement of consequence has yet been made It is believed the 
Sultaun means they should discipline a considerable body of sepoys 

The Mohurrum feast was celebrated with splendour, but no part ot the 

aimv was after It was over ordered to foi age 

1 he bultaiiu gave out that he meant to remain m camp for some months, 
and various reports were at the same time spiead as to his design ot maich- 

* A few months previous to the breaking out of last war, he took a similai pre 
caution of swearing his men 
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ing, which It 13 now thought he is resolved upon, as tents had been sent 
from the fort to his camp 

Seringapatam it was reported he meant to take the route of 
Goottv towards his eastern frontici It was believed he meant to invade 
the Carnatic, and tiuii epoit fiad made stick an mpt esston ihai fifty famthcs 
had left the Bauimahl on the 30t/i ofJunefoi Mt/sot e, and gave at a i eason 
token tntei t ogated as to then emigiatwn, that tkeii had telatwns in the Sul- 
tum's at my, and ueie aft aid of being punished f found below the Ghauts 
tiheti Tippoo descended This belief and alaim would appear the natural 
effect of the oath he bad required of his tioops, and the inutchelka he had 
one month betoie evacted 

Pi esent position of ti oops — Having now finished the detail of his tians- 
actions for these few months past, I shall state what I believe to be the 
present position of his troops 

He has immediately with him encamped near the French rocks his son, 
Futtee Hyder, CummuruDeen, and all the principal officeis, both civil 
and military, of his countrv 

As his army are for convenience encamped m paities at the distance of 
a few miles, I shall state for the sake of perspicuity, iindei one head 

His whole army on the island and in the envwons of Senngapatam, that 


could be assembled in two days — 

Eegular hoise ... 6,000 

Irreguluis .... 3^500 

Regular infantry ... 14,000 

Pikemen .... 1,600 

Gunnels and Lascars ... 2,000 


10 battering guns, and 40 field pieces on this side the river, 30 elephants, 
100 mules, 100 camels, and 1,500 draught bullocks, in camp, as many 
more as are wanted, within two days march, at forage 


Gm I ison of Set ingupatam— 

The Guards or Ahmedy, and Assoudullah - 3,000 

Infantry, 2nd Ivutcherry ... 1,000 

Total - 4,000 

Troops in the Harponelly district, acting against 
the Annagoondy Rajah, under the command 
of Mahomed Khan and Mahomed AliZettuh 
Selladars, or iiiegular cavaliy - 1,000 

Regular infauti y - . . . 3,000 

At Gootty, under Ivistnapah and Buukei Be;— 

infantry .... 4,000 

Some infantry are still on the Malabar coast, and some billahdar horse 


and a large paity of infantry at Sadashavagur , and also some of the Sillah- 
dar’s horse and Byeds at forage m different parts of the country 
Policy of the Sultaun and tefleolions on it 
Tippoo is generally desenhed as a Pimce equally destitute of humanity 
and reason, as one whose passions evei tnumph over his judgment 
Whatever arguments may be brought against the fiist pnit of this accu- 
sation from the treatment of his subjects, the tyrannical ci uelty he ex- 
ercised on hiB English prisoners, will ever wan ant their countrymen in 
affixing it on bis name 

As to the latter points, I am not disposed to allow them just, as geneial 
positions Hia conduct since the peace of 1792, has shewn that though he 
possesses those feelings which are allowed not only to be natural, but ho- 
nourable m a humbled Monarch (Viz a spirit of ambition to regain lost 
power and fame, and a spirit 6f revenge against the State that has humbled 
him) Yet, that he pursues these objects, not with that heedless and im- 
patient rage that characterizes a man guided wholly by his passions , but 
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with that unremitting activity and zealous warmth which we would look 
foi in a Prinec, who had come to a serious determination to endeavour by 
every reasonable means m his power to legain what he had lost 
To prove what I have said, I shall take a short letiospect of the leading 
features of his conduct since 1792 

This was fli St mai ked by an honourable and unusually punctual discharge 
of the laige sum which remained due at the conclusion of the peace to the 
allies Instead of sinking under his misfortunes, he exerted all his activity 
to repair the ravages of war He began to add to the foitifications of his 
capital — to lemount his cavahy — to lecruit and discipline his infantry — to 
punish Ills refractoiy tributaries— and to encourage the cultivation of his 
country, which was soon restored to its formei prosperity 

He next (neai two years aftei the war) took the wise lesolution of de- 
stroying Ossoor andBangaloie, as he had seen they weie easy conquests to 
the English, and served them both as useful posts to cover then convoys 
and secure their depots foi them giain and military stores , this was surely 
the action of a man who had benefitted by expeneiue 
Dming the fiist two or three years he seemed wholly deyoted to domestic 
ariangemonts — when all was settled he found himself at liberty to engage 
again m politics 

He appears first to have intrigued at Hyderabad, with a design to sepa- 
late that Court from the English interests, but without success 
An important scene soon opened, the impusonment of Azim-ul-Omrali 
and the contemptible interregnum (if I may term it so) at the Court of Hy- 
derabad This added to the divisions at Poonah and the declining health of 
the Nizam offered a fair prospect The Sultaun took every step that pru- 
dence could suggest to make the roost of the opportunity without itivolv- 
11, g himself m any risk till success was highly piobable, if not certain He 
sent a large and well appointed detachment to Gliootty under one of his 
ablest officers (Syd Ghoffer) on the pietext of enforcing payment of some 
of lus unsettled claims on Kainoul 

At this period, Nana Furnaveze, who was expelled from Poonah by the 
dread of Scinduih’s powei , solicited the Sultaun’s aid, who, aware of the 
ex-Mimster’s influence and wealth, flattered him with thepromiseof support 
The impiovement of the Nizam’s health — the return of Nana to 
Poonah The emancipation and restoration to powei of Azim-ul-Omiah, 
— events as extiaordinary as they we: e unexpected disappointed the suc- 
cess, but did not impeach the wisdom of theSultaun’s schemes 
His French iisitois, of whom he had several, flatteied him with hopes of 
futuie success against the English, the powei with whom he was nataially 
the most exasperated , but he does not appear to haTO entered into serious 
negotiations with any of them befoie beptember, 1/97, when two gentle- 
men from the Mauiitms made him large oflers of aid, and induced him to 
send a vakeel to the islands authorized, [fis would apwar f tom Govemor 
Mulartic’ s pi oclamatwii) to enlist whatever numbei of Frenchmen could be 
induced to enter the Sultaun’s service 

He has had of late some conespondence, both with the Comts of Poonah 
and Hydeiabad, of what nature I know not — but he is wellveisediu Mah- 
latta politics, and knows that they solicit foieign interference, more with a 
view of intimidating domestic foes into some arrangement, than with any 
serious intention of using it — and he also knows that whatever appear- 
ances Azim-ul-Omriih may from political design assume, that he is his hxed 


From what I have stated, I infer that the policy of the Sultaun is obvi- 
ously to regain his former power, and that all his mtiigues and pieprna- 
tions,\vhatevei may appeal theu immediate object, are ultimately directed 
against the Eiighsh, on the piinciple that it is their declared and invaiiable 
policy to check his aggiandizeinent 

But at the same time, I do not think he will deviate fiom that line winch 



670 


APPENDIX 


he has obvjmisly hitherto preserved of not engaging in hostilities till suc- 
cess 13 highly prohahle if not certain I coiisidei him at this moment 
pausinn- foi events The Fieiich huoyed him up with hopes of England 
being Turned, and of then sharing with him— the territories of that king- 
dom in India— and have piohahly, at all events, piomisedhim the imme- 
diato LO-operation of a hige foiee 

On the other hand, he views with anxiety the tedious tiouhles of Poonah, 
which certainly now appear appioaching to a crisis, and that he conjectures 
may aftoid him a favourable opportunity of action 

Ihese are leasons, more than sufficient for Ins keeping so large a force 
in readiness neai Sermgapatam, and there is no doubt, had the French 
been able to have lauded a lespectahle force at Mangalore, at the same pe- 
riod which they did that contemptilile party which have reached Seiinga- 
patam, he would befoi e this have engaged in hostilities with the English — 
but I cannot conceive for a moment, that the aid he has received will tempt 
him to so bold a measuic 

My object in this hasty ahstiact, has been solely to thiow such light as 
my information enabled me on the Sultnim’s situation and news On the 
conduct, we should at this period observe towards him, I shall not piesume 
to offer an opinion The lonsideiation of this important point is foitunately 
entrusted to those whose high reputation leaves not a doubt, but the line of 
conduct they pursue, on this and every occasion, will be that nhicli is heat 
calculated to promote the piospoiily of the British nation 

JOHN MALCOLM, Persian Intel pretei 

Madras, 16/A July, 1798 
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From Zemaun Shah to Stt John Shoi e * 

Received Sd June, 179S 

At this time the trusty Ghoolaura Ahmed Khan, the news-wiitei in Hin- 
dostan, after having the honour of paying his respects at the i esplendent 
presence, described to us the excess of your atluchment and fidelity which 
affoided us much satisfaction, and piompted further marks ot our favour to- 
il ards yon Ills our intention to visit Hindostan, and at a propei season shall 
accoidiiigly set out ivlieie iie shall encourage ft lends and chastise enemies 
We have, therefore, now deputed Ghoolaum Ahmed Khan thither to oscei- 
tain who are our ftieiids and who are oui enemies, whicli we will commu- 
nicate accordingly , let your mind be perfectly at ease, imd continue to 
walk III the path ot allegiance and fidelity Dated in the mouth of Zeliulja, 
ISllHedegirec, answering to June, 1797 

Fiom Zemaun Shah to Mi Lumsden 

Received 27th May, 1798 

Qhoollum Ahmed Khan, our nens miter foi Hindostan, being ad- 
mitted into oiir pieseiice, made us happy by lepiescutmg youi attach- 
ment and legard, and caused an incieiseof our favoui and good will 
toiiards yon, we liaie lesulved to visit Hindostan, and by God’s help, the 
time will come, when we shall raise oui loyal standard in those oouiitiies , 
our victorious armies shall bring honoui to the well affected, and punish- 
ment to the refractoiy For this reason, lie have sent before us Ghoollum 
Ahmed Khan, to asceitain who are our frieuds and who aie our 
enemies, you mil m everv respect he coiihdeut, and firm m yoim attach- 
ment Mid regard, considering that you are coveied with the royal favour 


Referred to at page 
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GOOD sepoys, with fii elocks, with a due proportion of field pieces, manned 
by Emopeans, and as at the monthly rate of two lacs, one thousand four 
hundred and twen^-five rupees, the yearly amount of subsidy for the 
afoiesaid foice of 6000 men, with guns, artillery-men, and other necessary 
OTpurtenances, is tvveniy-foui lacs, seventeen thousand one hundred rupees 
The said sum shall be completely dischaiged in the course of the year by 
four equal instalments, that is, at the expiration of every three English 
months, the sura of six lacs, four thousand two hundred and seventy-five 
rupees, in silver of full currency, shall be issued ivithout hesitation or 
demur from his Highness’s treasury And should the aforesaid instalments 
happen to fall at any tim e the least in arreai s, such arrears shall be deducted, 
notwithstanding any objections thereto, from the current kist of Peishcush, 
payable to his Highness on account of the Northern Sirkars Should it, 
at any time, so happen, moreover, that delay were to occui m the issue of 
the instalments aforesaid, at the stated periods, in such case, assignments 
shall be granted on the collections of certain districts in this state, the real 
and actual revenue of which shall be adequate to the discharge of the 
yearly subsidy of the aforesaid force 

Article Ath — The duties on gram and on all articles of consumption, as 
well as on all necessaries whatevei, foi the use of the newsubsidiary force, 
shall be commuted agreeably to the practice that obtained with the former 
detachment A place likewise shall be lixed on as the head quartets of the 
said force, where it shall always remain, except when services of import- 
ance are required to be performed , and whenever either the whole, or part 
of the said force, is to be employed in the business of the state, a person 
of lespectabihty, and who is a servant of this Siikar, shall be appointed to 
attend it The commandmg officer and officeis of the said subsidiary force 
shall be treated m all respects m a mauuei suitable to the greatness and 
dignity of both states 

Ai hale 5th — Tlie said subsidiary foice will at all times be ready to 
execute services of impoitance, such as the protection of the person of his 
Highness, his heirs and successors, from race to race, and the overawing 
and chastizing all rebels or exciteis of disturbance m the dominions of this 
state , but it is not to be employed on trifling occasions, nor like Sebendy, 
to be stationed in the country to collect the revenues thereof 

Article 5th —Immediately upon the ainval of the aforesaid subsidiary 
force at Hyderabad, the whole of the officers and serjeantsof the French 

n are to be dismissed, and the tioops composing it, so dispersed and 
ganised, that no tiace of the former establishment shall lemam And 
his Highness hereby engages for himself, his heirs and succesaors, that no 
Frenchman whatevei shall ever heieafter be entertained m his own seinee, 
or in that of any of Ins chiefs or dependants, nor be suffered to i emaiii in 
any part of his Highness’s domimons Nor shall any Euiopeaus whatever 
be admitted into the service of this state, nor be permitted to remain 
within Its terntoiies, without the knowledge and consent of the Company’s 
government 

Article Tth — The whole of the European and sepoy deserters fiom the 
Company’s service, that may be m the French or any other party of troops 
belonging to this state, aie to be seized and dehvcied up to the British 
resident , and no persons of the above description are to be allowed refuge 
m futuie m his Highness’s teintories, but are (on the contrary) to be 
seized without delay, and delivered up to the British resident Neithei 
shall any refuge be allowed in the Company’s territories to sepoy deserters 
fiom the service of his Highness, who shall, in like manner, be seized and 
dehveied up without delay 

Article 8th —Whereas his Highness the Niznm, from considerations of 
piudence and foiesight, and with a view of avoiding manifold evils, has 
VOL ir 2 X 
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determined on dismissino; the French from Ins seivice, and in dispeising; and 
disorMDjsinff the troops LOmmanded by them, as specified in the 6th 
Article, and on entertaining a perpetual standing force, of the Honourable 
Compaliv’s, in then room, subject to the limitations and lestuctions 
prescribed by Earl Coinwallis’s letter to the Nizam, mentioned in the 1st 
Article , It is therefore heieby agreed, with a view to the mutual benefit of 
his Highness and the Pcishwa, and the happiness of then respective subjects, 
that the Company’s government will use their best endeavours to have 
inserted with the consent and approbation of both, in the new tieaty m 
contemplation between the three allied poweis, such a clause as shall set 
at ease with regard to the other Should the Peishwa, however, not accede 
to a pioposal so highly advantageous and profitable to both govemments, 
and differences liereatter arise between the tivo states, namely, that of the 
Nawaub Asof Jab Behadui, and of the Rao Pnndit Perdhaun, in such case, 
the Company’s government hereby engage, that interposing their mediationj 
in a way suitable to reUUude, fnendmiip and union, they will apply them, 
sehes to the adjustment thereof, conformably to propriety, truth and 
justice The Nawaub Asof Jah Behadur accordingly hereby engages, 
never to commit on his part any excess oi aggression against the Sirkar of 
Rao Pundit Perdhaun , and m the event of such differences arising, what- 
ever adjustment of them the Company’s government, weighing things m 
the scales of ti-uth and justice, may detei mine upon, shall without hesitation 
or objection, meet with full approbation and acquiescence 
Jiiu/e9lA—AU former treaties between the Honouiable East India 
Company and the governments of the Nawaub Asof Jah and the Peishwa, 
remain in full force Should heieafter the Rao Pundit Peidliaun express 
a desire to enter into subsidiaiy engagements, similai to the present, with 
the Honourable Company, the Nawaub Asof jah will most leadilygive his 
concurrence 

ttvle lOtA — This enlarged subsidiary ticaty, consisting of Ten Articles, 
being this day settled by Captain James Achillea Kiikpatrick, with the 
Nawaub Asof Jah Behadur, Captain Kukpatrick has deliveied one copy 
hereof in English and Persian, signed and sealed by himself, to the Nawaul), 
who, on his part, has also delivered to Captain Kirkpatrick one copy of the 
same, duly executed by himselt , and Captain lurkpatuck hereby engages 
to procuie and debver to his Highness, m the space of fifty days, a ratified 
copy from the Governor General, in eveiy lespect the counterpait of the 
one executed by himself, and on the deliveiy of such copy, which will 
then have become a full and complete iiistiument, the tieaty executed by 
Captain Kirkpatrick shall be returned fn the mean while, no time shall 
be lost in writing for the advance of the pi oposed reiiifoi cement 
Signed, sealed, and eAcbaiiged at Hyderabad, 

Ist September, A D 1798, oi 19th Rubby 
iil-awul, A H 1213 

J A Kiukpatrick 


Separate article appertaining to the pei petual subsidiary ti eaty concluded 
between the Honourable English East India Company and his Highness 
the Nawaub Asof Jah Behadur, on the 1st of September, AD 1798 
or 19th of Rubby-nl-awul, A H 1213 
Whereas in conformity to a wish expressed by his Highness the Nizara, 
the stipulation in the 6th Article of the Subsidiaiy Treaty respecting the 
delivering up of the French is agreed to be made a separate one, his Agh- 
ness hereby engages, that after the ainval of the Company’s troops at 
Hyderabad, the whole of the French officers and soldiers in his service 
shall be apprehended in such way as Captam Kiikpatnck may point out. 
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and be delivered up to him, or foi a rime be kept in confinement m an 
habitation belonging- to this Sirhar, but in the custodyiof the Company’s 
troops, and upon the leoiganisation of the party lately Under the command 
of the afoiesaid Fioneh officers, they, the said PYench officers and soldiers 
shall, within the space of two months, be delivered np to the British resident 
Stnet orders shall, moreover, be issued to all talookdars on the frontiers, 
and to those in chaige of all fords and passes, to seize any Europeans 
whatever, attempting to pass their respective stations, and send them imme- 
diately with all due precaution, prisoners to Hyderabad, where they shall 
mstantly be delivered up to the British resident On the above condition 
It 18 hereby agieed that the Frenchmen thus delivered up, shall not be 
common prisoneia of wni, nor be m any lespect maltieated They shall 
be conveyed at the Company’s eiqieuse, and with as httle lestiaint ob 
possible to England, and fiom thence be sent by the first favomable 
opportunity to France, without bemg detained for n caitel or exchange of 
prisoners 

Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Hyderabad, 

Ist September, A D 1798, or 19th Bubby- 
ul-awul, A H 1213 

Separate aiticle appertaining to the perpetual Subsidiaiy Treaty con- 
cluded between the Hououiable English East Jn^a Company aud his 
Highness'the Nawaub Asof Jah Bebadur, on the 1st September, A D 1 798, 
or 19th Rubby-ul-awul, AH 1213 

No correspondence on affairs of importance, shall, in future, on any 
account, be carried on with the Siikar of Bao Pundit PerdLaun, or with any 
of his dependants, either by the Nawaub Asof Jah Bebadur, oi by the Ho- 
nouiable Company’s government, without the mutual privity and consent 
of both contracting parties And whatevei transactions, whether of great 
or small import, may in future take place with the aforesaid Bao Puudit 
Peidhaun,or Ins dependants, a reciprocal communication of the same shall 
be made to the othei contracting party, without delay and without leserve 
Signed, sealed, and exchanged, at Hyderabad, 

1st September, A D 1798, or 19th Rubby- 
ul-awul, A H 1213 

Ratified by the Right Honourable Richard Earl of Mornington, Knight 
of the roost illustrious ordei of St Patrick, &c &c &c Governor General 
in council 

Fa’ll William, 

I8th day of Septmbei , 1798 
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Memoi andum relative to the late Ft ench corps i« the Deccan, by Capt 
Malcolm 

The Fiench corps in the Deccan, have foi several years past hoisted the 
national flag, and most of the lapells and epaulets of their new clothing, 
had the woids bbei td and constitution embimdeied on them 
The general conversation of the French officeis aftei they were dismis- 
sed, proved that they had entertained ambitious designs, and cousideied 
themselves as forwarding the interests of their mother conntiy Captain 
Christoff, an officer of the party who had been formerly a serfeant of sepoys 
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in the English service, affirmed that the late Monsieur Raymond had 
formed the most ambitious projects, and that the same vveie adopted by 
his successor— and that the landing of any Fiench in India, would pro- 
bably have been the signal to commence their intrigues • 

It was generally rmorted and believed that Raymond had a General’s 
commission from the Directoiy, but it has not been discovered 
In a letter which passed through the resident at Hyderabad, recom- 
mending a person to Monsieur Piron — ^it was stated that the person recom- 
mended would, from having respectable connexions at Pans, be useful in 
transacting Monsieur Piron’s affairs with the Directory- 
In a letter from Monsieur Baptiste, the second officer in the corps, to 
Captain Kirkpatrick, relative to hia claims on the party and property at 
Hyderabad — Monsieur Baptiste expresses an apprehension that he will be 
unable to return to France, as Monsieur Piron will represent his conduct (to 
the Directory) in odious colours 

There was found in store when oiu troops took possession of the French 
hnes, small arms and clothing for 12,000 men beyond the force then serv- 
ing under Mons Piron, besides a number of pistols for cavalry 
Tlie French corps had three arsenals and two foundenes I only saw 
these at their lines, near Hyderabad The arsenal there was full of military 
stores, and in the foundery, there were a number of brass cannon newly 
cast, which ourartiUe^ officers judged as good and as well finished as any 
they Lad ever seen They also made swoids, muskets, and pistols The 
specimens I sent to Lord Mormngton, will shew the great progress they 
had made in these manufactures 

The French party were always well paid — their clothing was neat and 
their discipline superior to any troops I ever saw in a native service The 
men were the best of the country — and from the regularity of their pay, 
they could recruit at pleasure 
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Buonapartes Letter to Ttppoo Sultaun f 

PKENOH REPUBLTO 

Liberty Equality 

Buonaparte, Member of the National Gonaention, Goneial-in-Chtef, to the 
most Magnificent Sultaun, our greatest Friend, Tippoo Saib 

Head-Quarters at Cairo, 7th Pluviose, 7th Year 
of the Republic, One and Indivisible 

You have already been informed of my arrival on the borders of the 
Red Sea, with an innumerable and nvincible army, full of the desire of 
dehvenug you from the iron yoke of England 
I eagerly embrace this opportnmty of testifying to you the desire I have 


t 7 1'° ^ “ gentleman to whom Christoff had communi- 

t Referred to at page 295 



APPKNDIK 687 

of beinff informed by you, by the way of Muscat and Mocha, as to your 
political situation 

I would even wish you could send some intelligent person to Suez or 
Cairo, possessing your confidence, with whom I may confer 
May the Almighty increase your power and destioy your enemies 
BUONAPARTE 

True Translation from the French, 

Francis Wappbrs, Translator 
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Prorlamation du General Bmnapai te aua Habitans au Caire le ler Nivose, 
Pan 7 me de la R^ubhque Fianqoise 

Des hommes pervers avoient egardune partie d’entre nous , ils ont pen 
Dieu m’a ordonnfi pour fitre inisencordieux pour le peuple , J’ai ^te cle- 
ment et misenoordieux pourrous 

J’ai fachd oontre vous de votre rerolte, je vous ai pnvfi pendant deux 
mois de votre Divan raaie aujourdhui je vous le restitne, votre bonne con- 
duits a effacd la tache de votre revolte 
Schenfs, Ulemas, Orateurs des mosqudes faites bien connattre au peuple, 

? ue ceux qui de gaietd de cmur se declaieiont nos ennemis n’auront de re- 
iige 111 dans ce monde m 1 ’ autre 

Y aura-t-il un homrae assez aveugle pour ne pas voir que le Destin 
dirige toutes uos operations, y auioit il quelqu’un assez incrddule, pour 
revoquer en doute que tout dans ce vaete univers, est soumi a I’empire du 
Destin 

Faites connaitre au peuple que depiiis que ce monde est monde il etoit 
cent qu’aprfes avoir detruit les Ennemis de I’lslamisme fait abattre la 
Cl oix Je viendiois du fond de Poccident remplir la tache qui m’a dtd im- 
posde Faites voir au peuple que dans le saint livre du Coran, dans plus 
de viugt passages, ce qui arrive a dtd pr^vn, et ce qm ariivera est egalement 
expliqud 

Que ceux done que la ciainte seule de nos acmes empfiehe de nous nuire 
changent car en faisant au Ciel des voeux centre nous, ils soliciteroient 
leur condamnation, que ces vrais croyants fassent des voeux pour la pros- 
pdiitd de nos armes 

Je pourrois demander compte hchacuu de vous, des sentiments lea plus 
secrets de son coeur, car je sais tout, m§me ce que vous n’avez dit h 
peisonne. 

Mais un jour viendra que tout le monde verra avec evidence, que je suis 
(’onduit par des Ordres Supeneurs , et que tousles eflforts humains ne peu- 
vent rien centre moi Heureux ceux qui de bonne foi sont les premiers li 
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Enrm t of a Letter fi om Mi Udney to Loi d Gi enviUe, dated Leghoi n, 1 6lA 
April, 1798 

A j/entleman of pxtpiistve correspondenoe, has given me every assistance, 
and taken much pains to discover the destination of the armament caiiying 
on in Genoa and the rest of Italy and France The lesult of which has 
been as follows, and well-founded — “That the lendezvous is to be at 
Ajaccio, in Corsica, from Genoa and Toulon , that from the 2Sth of this 
month to the 10th of May, the whole are to he assembled theie, oi at 
Malta, which 13 lo be given up on then appeal ance , that twentj sail of 
the line and frigates, Fiench, Venetian, &c , are to be employed with 600 
sail of transports, and 60,000 men Alexandria is the principal destina- 
tion. and even the Black Sea, with the consent of the Ottoman Porte, and 
that however executed, the blow is meant against the East India Company’s 
powei m India Should not this be put a stop to, the consequences may be 
fatal , for wheiier by the Gulph of Persia— by land from Egypt— oi the 
Ked Sea, troops maybe got ovt eithei now oi at a Jutme time, and by 
keeping possession of Alexandua, Cauo, and Suez, they might even on a 
peace, maie alliances and occasion gieat distmbances in India 


Copy of a litter ft om Mr Sea clary Dundas to Loid Grenville * 

My dear Lord, Wimbledon, 13th June, 1798 

In consequence of the intelligence from Mi Udney, lately transmitted 
to me by your Lordship, and the still more recent lutelligciicc flora Frank- 
fort, and the cominumcation made to me last mgUt, relative to the proposed 
disposal of the Portuguese troops, I have thought it right to put ray ideas 
on paper upon the subject of the supposed expedition of Buonaparte to 
Egypt, in Older that this important subject, with all its bearings, may re- 
coiveamatme coiwideration In executing this intention, however. I 
must content myself with throwmg my ideas loosely together, for although 
I have ever since my connection with the administration of India, been at 
great pains to collect infoi ination by every means, and have long made up 
my mind to a conviction that the possession of Egypt by any great Bii- 
[rv^lcrnofcT'^'’" circumstance to the interest o/ this conn- 
a i together my memorandums upon the subject so imme- 

diately as to answer my purpose in the present moment , but having 
^ time of the threat- 

ened wai with Russia, I am pietty certain I will not be very euoiicous m 
the stutemenC I mean to ^]ve you ^ 

I am sanguine m ray hopes that our fleet now in the Mediterranomi will 
“y Practical conclusions, which 
/ ““‘•speculations upon this subject, but as the piospect is 

S thatlbeXncTaf’ ^ prooeed upon the supposi- 

Uon that the French armament has successfully reached Alexandna and 

nor weSesfofV"; V® the rate- 

nor vveakness of Egypt in eveiy respect whatever, m order to prove the 

peiiormecl the most masterly stioke they have ever yet done for their Ai 
ture aggrandizement in power and in wealth This w tl large ffield hi 
eutei upon at present, but I cannot refrain from putUnTuno youi £ 

* Refened to at p 350 
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apaperupon that subject recently put into my hands byLoid SpcncRi 
succinctly states the outlines of what is to be expected from such a po 
session in the hands of France, and I certainly concur m eyery idea h 
states, with many additional ones which my official situation has led in 
often to 1 evolve upon 

But to return to the purpose of this letter, which is directed to the fm 
ther views of the French, as stated in youi intelligence, namely, the Otief 
th ote of our Indian powei by an attack upon the British territories there 
I believe it is not a new idea, and I have reason to suppose that the Em 
pi ess of Russia had it in contemplation, at the time that hostilities betweei 
that Court and Great Bntain were likely to take place 

The transporting an army to India from the Mediterranean must be at 
tempted m one of foui ways — eithei by Constantinople and the Black Sea 
or setondly, by vessels from the Red Sea, or tlwdly, by land from Jiddi 
thiough the Upper Yemen to Muscat, or lather to that part of the Ara 
bian coast where the sea is most naiTOw (which is about opposite tht 
island of Kiahmish,) and there by the help of vessels to be pioeured al 


1“ • -I 

lUcii me nmpeior or Russia wouiusuuei sucu u circuiusiauce to taae piece. 
It IS unnecessary to trouble you with the further detail of this loute, it 
would be towaids the Caspian, and thence to penetrate into India, which 
would be veiy difficult, and barely possible tlirou{>h that part of Peisia 

The second and thud routes are ceitamly practicable, upon supposition 
that the Frankfoit intelligence is tiuO, of this expedition having been con- 
certed with Tippoo Sultaun, because in that ease vessels may have been 
sent either fiom the Mauritius or fiom the ports of Tippoo Sultaun, or 
from both, and m that case there could be no difficulty in tiansportiug a 
body of troops either from the Red tiea or from the Persian guipti, m the 
mannei I have alieady supposed, in detailing the different routes from 
Egypt to India, hut I am not of opinion that the French Government can 
have formed a sufficient concert, oi would run the risk of all the difficul- 
ties which stand in the way of their enteipnze lu either of the two ways 
now supposed 

The following reasons lead me to this conclusion — in the first place, al- 
though the possession of Egypt has been long a favourite object both with 
the old and new French Government, and was always considered by them 
as the most obvious means of undei mining the Butish poioer in India, I 
do not think till lecently they evei entei tamed an idea to accomplish it 
in the gigantic manner now pioposed, and consequently cannot have con- 
ceited or prepared eaily enough to meet them m the Red Sea or in the 
gulpli of Persia such an extent of shipping as would be requisite for the 
tiansportation of such an army to the coasts of India, and unless they had 
made such a prepaiation, they are too well informed not to know that with- 
out pievious preparation they had no chance of finding theiequisite ton- 
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nage either in the Aiabmn, oi the Peiaiira, gulph , secondly, if they had 
thought of this enterpnze sufficiently early for such preparation, their own 
judgment must have suggested to them the risk of their whole plan bemg 
fnistrntcd liy storms, or by the vigilance of our cruizers m the Indian seas , 
thirdly, they nere not certain but their plans would be discomfited tyr a 
very small natal force bemg stationed either at the mouth of the Red Sea, 
or at the mouth of the Persian gulph , and, m fact, I conceive it even now 
not to be too late to use that pi ecaution 

These various reasons satisfy me, that if this enterpnze is really to be 
undertaken, Buonaparte wdl, as much as possible, avoid the dangers of 
the sea, which IS not his element, hut tiusting to his own exertions and 
the enthusiasm of his followers, endeavour to accomplish his object by 
marching to Aleppo, cross the Euphrates, and following the example of 
Alexander, by following the river Euphrates and the Tigiis, and descend- 
ing to the Persian gulph, and thence proceeding along the coast to the 
Indus This route requires no vessels to transport troops The loads aie 
much more practicable, and the resources of provisions and forage much 
greater , if, indeed, the Turks were hostile to their views, they could in a 
variety of ivays annov them, both in their first pioject and m their after 
plans of recruiting their army, liy the means of landing them at Alexaii- 
dretta or Scandioon, the neaiest port to Aleppo But if, as stated in the 
Frankfort intelligence, the Turks are leally fiiendly to the views of France, 
I do not see any reason to suppose that the object of leachmg India may 
not be accomplished It will be done, no doubt, with great fatigue and 
loss of men , it must be a tedious operation, and many hardships must be 
undergone , but these aie considerations which inll not opeiate either upon 
the leadei or upon the followers of this enterpnze, and theiefore it ap- 
pears to me we will act most unwisely if we omit any one exertion to pro- 
tect our Indian interests against the most formidable danger to which, m 
my opinion, it was ever exposed 

The first and most obvious measure that tan be pursued from tins 
country is a duect representation, both to the Empeior of Russia and at 
Constantinople If the Turks have formed any such connexion, and en- 
tered into any such alliance, as stated in the Frankfort intelligence, their 
conduct 18 so directly hostile to us as to reheve us from every ceremony 
with regard to them The mterest of Russia itself is so nearly concerned 
liy the admission of the French into Egypt, and the means thereby afforded 
them of gaming a pre-eminence in, and ultimately the conquest of, lui- 
key, that 1 cannot conceive the Emperor, with all his pacific dispositions, 
will choose to be a tame spectator of such tiansactions Nothing should 
be left undone on our part to excite him to a sense of his danger , and if 
the Turks, notwithslanding the representations of Russia, persist in such 
an alliance as is supposed, we ought to connect ourselves as closely uith 
Russia as possible, and aid her in every project she may undertake for the 
chastisement of the Turks 

Information will be immediately and by the speediest modes conveyed to 
our governments in India, stating the intelligence we have leceivecf, and 
guarding them against the danger with which they are threatened , and a 
naval force, either from the Cape or from India, must be directed to cruize 
at the mouth of the Red vSea, and at the mouth of the Persian Gulph, in 
order to prevent any naval communication between the French and the 
contment of India 

For these two years past theie has been, from time to time, appearances 
of French emissaiies, both in Peisia and in Egypt, and it is not piob.ible 
that the French would have foimed such a project as this without having 
endeavoured to secure a co-operation with some of the powers, through 
whose countries they are to pass, and, in the last despatches fiom India 
there seems to be a floating idea as if Tippoo had been holding out the 
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hopes of a French co-opeiatioii to one of oui refiactory laiahs, on the 
coast of Malabar It must be the object ef our government in India, by 
eveiy means in their power, to counteract the intiiirues which the Fiench 
may have used foi facilitating then present enterpnse I hope much may 
be done in this way , and considering the desultoi y politics of Indian 
powers, the French may very speedily find themselves disappointed in the 
co-operation they have counted upon Any material disappointment in this 
respect must be fatal to their project — their army must be much fatigued 
and exhausted after so loiigamarch j and if in that situation we can induce 
the Abdalli, the Afghans, and other tribes bordering upon the Indus, and 
also the other powers in the north of India, to annoy the French army in 
then progress to our territories, they vvould he so cut up before we were 
called to encounter them, as would lender our success tolerably certain 
At the same time, it must not be foigot, that in all systems of intrigue 
with the native powers in India, we labour under a great disadvantage in a 
competition with France However much we may endeavoiii to use our 
power in India with fairness and with moderation, still we are an upstart 
power, and our dominion there is established on the foundation of the 
conquests or cessions, made to us hy a variety of the native powers It is 
impossible to suppose that they do not feel uneasy under such circum- 
stances, and therefore a more easy prey to the representation, seduction, 
and intrigue of andther power, who comes m the plausible form of offenng 
to deliver them from Engbsh bondage, without desiang any reconipence lu 
retuin, in short, U is a nvalship, where our cnein^ has every thing to 
gam and nothing to lose, and where we have nothing to gam and every 
thing to lose 

Undei these cii cumstances we have no certain seeuntw, except what 
lests upon our own mdependent and solid power, it is for this reason I 
urge the absolute necessity of reinforcing our governments in India, by 
every means m our power The gieat demand for troops upon the Conti- 
nent at the beginning of the war, together with the ei^editions and loss of 
men in the West Indies, and the conquest of the Cape, joined to the 
apparent security of India, has induced us to keep back from the Indian 
establishments those recruits necessary even for keeping up their peace 
arrangement The lOth and 11th regiments were destined many months 
ago for the East India service, but you know that both the one and the 
othei have been since appropriated to other services, and are, of course, 
withdrawn from their former destination , and it does not occur to me that 
we have a possible resource for sending the requisite force to India, except 
in two ways The one is, to send the regiments, being two in number, 
lately lecruited from the supplemental inihtia, to Gibraltar, and to send an 
equal number fiom thence to the East Indies The other resource is the 
troops in Portugal, and even after both of these are applied to that service, 
oui Indian secuiity will not be adequate to our wishes 

Do not conceive that I am undei valuing the service to which yon wish to 
njiply the troops in Portugal I know and feel its importance, hut I have 
uniformly and invariably maintained that it is our duty, m the distribution 
of oui force, both naval niid military, never to abandon the security of our 
distant possessions Their distance places them out of the reach of all 
exti mt dmmy i esources No militia regiment will volunteei its service for 
the security of India — many will foi the security of Ireland Every man in 
the kingdom will arm himself foi the security of England, but the East and 
West Indies can look to no such resource When attacked they must 
stand or fall by the foice appropriated to them, but they are placed beyond 
the reach of those innumerable resources which present themselves when 
an urgent danger presses at home 

1 remaini 

My dear Lord, yours vciy sincerely, 

H Dunuas 

I 
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Secret intelligenGe fiom F)ankfoit 
[Enclosed in the foregoing letter ] 

A Monsieur Faujas de St Fond (known as a man of letters befoie the 
revolution) arrived at Frankfort a few days ago He is employed by the 
French Government to make enquiiies into subjects of Natuial History 
The Abbd de Lisle is here likewise on his way to Brimsvviek , he was vi- 
sited by Faujas, with whom he was formally acquainted, and who in con- 
veisntion infoimed him that the expedition from Toulon was certainly 
destined to Egypt , that it had been long in agitation, that Buoiiapaite 
had formed the plan, and prevaaled on the Diiectoiy to adopt it, that the 
Porte had agreed that they might take possession of Egvpt, m letuin foi 
which they had stipulated the future payment of a large sum of money, 
the cession of some islands taken from the Venetians, and the free expor- 
tation of gram from Egypt to Constantinople, which condition they had 
persuaded the Porte would always be observed, being in effect mutually 
advantageous, that the army under Buonapaite consisted of 40,000 men, 
the ehle of the Fiench troops, which would be gradually lemfoiced, and 
that all the piincipal officers m every corps and department of the army, 
were chosen by Buonaparte , that the project was, after having seemed 
possession of certain parts of Egypt to take the nearest route by Aiabia, 
tlirougb Persia, cross tbe Indus nearly where Alexandei did, and from 
thence advance into the British tenitones He said that the Diiectoi y for 
a long time past had employed Agents in Persia and India, that those who 
at present had the chief power in Persia had agreed to assist in and facili- 
tate the enterpiize, that the Prince on the borders of the Indus (meaning, 

I suppose, Zemaun Shah) had done the same, and that measures had been 
fully eonceried with Tippoo Sidtann, to whom the Govei nment would en- 
deavour (fir were endeavouring) to convey the numbet of ti oops he had i e- 
guired He observed that this enterpiize embraced a nuinbei of great 
public objects, as well as many private views , that Buonaparte saw in it 
an ample field for gratifying his ambition, and perhaps a prospect of esta- 
blisbmg himself in some great and independent situation, which he could 
scarcely have done in Italy Mr Faujas pretended also that the project^ 
invasion of England was intended merely to cieate expense, excite appre 
hension, and covei this expedition, so as to prevent the Biitish Miuistiy 
from taking measures for the security of their Asiatic dominions 


Impm tance qf Egypt to the Fi ench 
[Enclosed in Mr Duudas’s letter to Lord Grenville ] 

The probability of the Fiench taking possession of Egypt, uatuially 
leads us, as a great commercial nation, to coqsider the question of the pro- 
bability, as well a? the consequences that may arise from the accomplish- 
meqt of such an undertaking 

I lieheve it will be very geneially admitted, that the possession of Egypt 
has been a longtime an object of French politics , the sending of Monsieur 
de Tott to survey the levels and roads practicable acioss the Isthmus ot 
ouez remnms as full proof of such a design, which perhaps was retarded 
at that moment by ideas of justice, now no longer prevaihng 
M Volnm', one of the latest writers on the affairs of Egypt, and a man 
of some mfiuence with the existing Government of France, speaks but 
slightly of the military prowess of the present Mamaluke Government, 
and considers 10,000 effective men as the greatest mimbei they can bnng 
uito the field , so that it appears, if in this hour of airogance, the French 
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intend the invasion of Egvpt, they vnll not be pieveiited by the opposition 
that can be given to them by the Mamaluke Government 

The immediate advantages that may lead the French to this tneasuie 
aie, that aftei the vanoua involutions of paities that have taken place, an 
establishment in Egypt may, perhaps, be deemed necessary to tiansplaht 
such subjects ns might otherwise be troublesome at home The idea of 
settling and pai celling out a countiy whose nthes and feitility have been 
the theme of all ages, cannot fail to catch the minds of those men, who, 
from habits of licentiousness and dissipation, are no longei litted to return 
to the lestraiiits of industry, or the sobiiety of legular goveinment 

Another veiy material argument arises in favour of such an establish- 
ment It 18 well known that the southern provinces of Fiance are not 
equal to the supply of their own wants foi corn, which they have been 
always used to purchase of the Barbary States Egnit will afford them 
abundance in leturn foi the common manufactures of France, and by this 
means, form a basis for that commerce by bartei, which will easily extend 
Itself whenevei then Goveinment shall attain a sufficient degi ee of consis- 
tency , so ranch, theiefore, may be said on the question ot probability 

As to the advantages that may in futuie hnse flora such a possession, 
they are gieat and manifold, I know that it has been an opinion long pre- 
vailmg m France, that Egypt would afiord moat of the articles of the East 
and West India growth, and I have reason to think smh aii opinion well 
founded. The pioduotions of this country as it now stands are wheat, rice, 
Indian .coin, millet, jesamum, cotton, flax, senna cassia, sugar, nitre, 
natron, sal ammonia, honey, and wax 

But if we extend our laea, and consider the situation of Grand Cairo, 
we shall hnd it calculated for a great mait, extending its commerce to all 
around it It is the centie of the Carravaii tiade, and unites Euiope with 
Africa and Asia by its circuitous commerce Carravans from Morocco, 
Nubia, Abyssinia, Armenia, Persia, Syria, Damascus, Aleppo, Algiers, 
Tunis, Tnpoli, and various others, arrive annually at Cairo, and bring the 
produce of their several countries, and a large sum in specie for the pur- 
chase of such commodities as they want 

When the trade of Cairo was flourishing, it consisted of spices of all 
kinds, gums of vaiious sorts, drugs of most kinds, silk, cotton, and all 
sorts of china and India produce, which were exchanged with the Caiiavans 
for gold dust, ivory, and slaves, and with Europe for gold, silver, copper, 
tin, lead, coral, and most articles of European manufacture The Vene- 
tians, who carried on the gieatest part of this trade to Europe in the 16th 
century, employed 43,000 seamen in it, nor has this commerce entirely 
yielded to the destiuctive Goveinment of the Turks , for, according to 
Monsieur Volney, the worth of the commcice of Cairo amounts annually 
tp 160 millions of hvres 

Should the French restore the commerce to India by the Red Sea, 
which IS, undoubtedly, their object, they will do it to more advantage 
than ever it has yet been done For our commerce to India has intro- 
duced into these countiies more of the European manufactures than were 
foimeily in demand, as well as famiharized the use of China and India 
pioduce to every part of the world 

Cofiee and tea, two articles little known in former times, are now be- 
come generally and extensively m common use, and form a very consi- 
derable branch of commerce. The giowth of sugar and mdigo in India 
ai 0 likewise new articles, and of great consideiation, so that the com- 
merce of the Red Sea is mateiiaUy changed in its favour 

The navigation of the Red Sea is bv no means so dangeions as igno- 
lance has lepiesented it The winds aie peiiodical, miikui^ the passage 
vtiy short both to and trom India, and the passage Iroin Suez to Cairo 
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18 twenty days by the Call avans, and from Cano the passage down the 
Nile 16 thiough a channel of about two hundred miles to the sea 
iVe were foimerly in the practice of trading to Suez with assorted 
cargoes known m India by the name of Gulph goods, but the late trou- 
bles in Egypt haie greatly disturbed this commercial intercourse 

\lTien I was m India I procured several statements of the nature of 
this trade from a free merchant who had himself been theie, and he calcu- 
lates that on the sale of two cargoes of the amount of ,^300,000, the 
profits would anse from 75 to 100 per cent , deducting 14 pei cent for 
tlie charges of land carnage from Suez to Cairo, the duties, presents to 
the Beys and all contingencies The returns to be made in Mocha cotfce, 
on which there is a great profit both in Europe and Asia, and m bills as 
a remittance of then money to Europe 
Should this trade, therefore, be once estabhshed m the hands of the 
French, it is easy to foresee the attendant consequences It would give 
them the preference, if not the monopoly, m the supply of the whole 
Mediterranean m corn, rice, tea, cofilce, sugar, indigo, spices, and all 
sorts of India and China goods, in return foi all the articles of their own 
manufacture, most of which arc well calculated for the demand of the 
Carravans , and by means of remittances from India, this commerce would 
be cairied on for a time with the capitals of other countries, which is an 
advantage peculiarly necessary to France at this moment 
To follow dll the circiutous branches of such a commeice would lead 
to lengths I cannot permit myself to follow, I fear they are too obvious 
not to shew themselves on the slightest examination, but there is one 
advantage left to a maritime nation — there are no poits of shelter on the 
whole coasts of Syria and Egypt, of course the intention may be defeated 
by a naval force in its infancy, or its progiess may be always impeded by 
our superior activity and naval skill 
1793 


From the Em I of Mormnglon to Dowlut Rovi Soindiah 


Fort WiUiam, July 8th, 1798 * 


I have already had the pleasure to address a letter to you, notifying my 
m rival in this country, and expressive of the kind and friendly sentiments 
I entertain towards you, which I trust you ivill have leceived 
It IS always my wish to maiutain the relations of amity and good-ivill 
with you, and being constantly anxious for the maintenance of your pros- 
perity and welfare, I inform you that I have received a communication 
from Zemaun Shah, announcing liis intention of visiting Hindostan, and 
demanding my assistance and that of the Nabob Vizier, fov the purpose of 
reslonng the throne of Delhi to Shah Allum, and of expelling the Mah- 
rattds from Hindostan Colonel Palmer, in whose wisdom and experience 
1 repose the greatest confidence, will have the honour to communicate to 
you the papers which were received by the Resident of Lucknow, from 
Zemaun Shah 


If Zemaun Shah should invade Hindostan, it will be necessary foi all 
the Mtablished powers upon the noith-western frontier to be vigilant, and 
to attend carefully to the defence of their respeitive teriitories For this 


fi'nfiness of Mr Edraonstone, 

altei the text had gone to press , but os it is of importance, it 13 here given 
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purpose whenever you shall return into your own dominions, you shall 
find the British Resident at youi Durbar, instructed by me to enter into a 
defensive Treaty with you for the reciprocal protection of your dominions, 
of those of the Nabob Viziei, and of those of the Compan®-, against the 
threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah 
With these friendly intentions towards you, it would give me great sa- 
tisfaction to learn that youi own prudence, and your regard for the safety 
of your invaluable possessions on the north-western frontier of India, had 
suggested to you the propriety of returning to Hindostan for the purpose 
of taking the requisite precautions against the impending danger Your 
fiiendship for the Company, which I believe always to be sincere, fur- 
nishes another motive to induce you not to protract your stay in the do- 
minions of the Peishwa 

The conduct of Tippoo Sultaun having lately been of a veiy offensive 
and hostile nature towards the British Government and its allies, it is 
therefore necessary for me, in conjunction with the Ni/am and with the 
Peishwa, (being all united byTieaty,) to demand satisfaction of Tippoo 
I earnestly hope that Tippoo may satisfy the just expectations of the 
allies without compelling them to resort to arms, my uniform disposition 
being to preserve peace with him and with every powei m India But 
under the circumstances of Tippoo’s preparations for war, prudence re- 
quires that the allies should be prepared on their part to meet any exigency 
that may anse The present position of your army prevents both the 
Peishwa and the Nizam from fulfilling their defensive e^agements with 
the British Government against the menaced attacks of Tippoo As you 
are the friend of the Company, you will be sensible of the propriety and 
justice of my amicable request, and you will not continue to occupy a po- 
sition which disables the wies of the Company from acting, where their 
assistance is due under the solemn obligation of existing Tieaties 
When you anive in your own dominions, you will there find Colonel Col- 
lins, whom Sir John Shore appointed Resinent at your Durbar, and whom 
I have confirmed m that appointment , placing equal reliance on his abili- 
ties He will have the honour to present my particular respects to you, 
and in addition to a defensive Treaty against Zemaun Shah, he will offer 
my mediation for the adjustment of all differences between you and the 
Nizam and the Peishwa 

Nothing would make me so happy as to become the instrument of peace 
and reconciliation between you and the courts of Hydeiabad and Poonah , 
for I consider you all as the friends of the Company, and it has given me 
great concern to witness your late unfortunate dissensions 
I entreat you to understand that this letter is dictated by a spirit of 
friendship, and of anxiety for your real interests I refer you to Colonel 
Palmei for the particulars of all my sentiments towards you, and I hope 
through him to bear a satisfactory account of your welfare, and to obtain 
an additional pledge of your amicable disposition 

Morninqton 

N B Edmonstone, (A true copy ) 

Persian translator to Govt 
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MILITIA ORDERS 

By the Right Honourable the Goomm General 

Fort William , Dec 21st, 1799 

Tlie Governor-General has observed, with the utmost satisfaction, the 
zeal and alacrity with which all ranks of the Buiopean, Armenian, and 
Portuguese inhabitants of the town of Calcutta, have applied themselves to 
learn the use of arms, smce the re-establishment of the corps of European 
inihtia 

The regular and assiduous attention of the infantry and cavalry, com- 
prising this respectable corps, will soon rendei it an important addition to 
the militaiy force of this Presidency, and will contribute essentially to the 
security of the seat of the supreme Goveinment of the British possessions 
in India 

The Governor-General being on the eve of Uis departuie for Foit St, 
Geoige, takes this opportunity of declaiing his public approbation of ex- 
ertions so honourable to the character of this settlement, and so conforma- 
ble to that spirit which now secures the British empire m Euiope against 
the combined efforts of all its enemies 

All the oftcers bearmg commissions in the militia having, without ex- 
ception, manifested eveiy possible degree of activity and dihgeuce in the 
formation and discipline of their respective companies and tioiips, ilie Go- 
vernor-General will not attempt to discriminate tlie merits of individuals 
belonging to the corps. But it is his duty to express a particulai sense of 
the service rendered by Lieut -Colonel Welsh, of the 2nd legiment of 
native cavalry, in forming the corps of mihtia cavalry, which has dei iVed 
great advantage fiom the valuable instructions of that respectable ofheer 

The Govemor-Geneial is persuaded, that no incitement is necessaiy to 
suotam the zeal which now animates the lyliole settlement , but he cannot 
ivithhold from the gentlemen wlio have exerted themselves on this occa- 
sion, the accompanymg testimony of the value of their services, contained 
in a letter from the Right Hon, Henry Dundas, which did not leaoli Fort 
William until some weeks aftei the re-establishment of the Calcutta Eu- 
ropeau militia had takeu place 


Eatraci of a letter from the Right Hon Hemy Dundas to the Bight Hon 
the Governor-General, dated the 16M June, 1798 
In consequence of the menaces and mrogant language of our enemy, 
threatening, by an uivasion of our own island, at once to strike at the whole 
vitals of our strength and power, a spirit of zeal, ardent loyalty, and na- 
tional prii^e, has been excited to a degree unequalled at any period of our 
history , and the consequence of it is, that all ranks and degrees of men 
are coming forward to be tiained in arras — deteimined to lepel every at- 
tempt to insult our coasts, or to disturb the mteinal peace and prosperity 
of the country We are, in truth, become au armed nation , and, in addi- 
tion to all our other advantages, have formed a bulwark of internal secu- 
iity, founded upon the voluntaiy zeal, loyalty, and valour of the country 
I wish, eainestly, to urge your Lordship to take this statement under your 
consideration, as applicable to the situation of India If it be true that a 
successful invasion of this country would piove fatal to us, m eveiy one 
interest worthy to bestow a thought upon, it is still moie peculiaily true, 
with regard to his Majesty’s subjects settled in India A successful attack 
upon our possessions in India, and the overthiow of the British interests 
theie, would be a death’s wound to every prospect which any civil ser- 
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vrint of tlie company can entei tain AVhy then are not they, so far as is 
consistent with their other avocations and duties, to devote some leisure 
houis in each week, m ordei to learn the use of arms, and to form them- 
selves into corps, nndei the authority of the Government, for the purpose 
of adding to your Eulopean stiength in India, and preparing themselves, in 
case of the last extremity, to saciiflce their lives in defence of those inte- 
rests, upon which eveiy thing essential 111 life must depend This is an 
advantage which, in the day of difficulty, no other European nation but 
0111 selves, have the means of resorting to 


APPENDIX I 

To Lieut -Genei al Hat i w, Conmander-m-Chi^, fyc * 

Sin, 

Having in obedience to youi orders token the command of the troops 
oideied foi the assault of the Foit of Seiingapatam, consisting of a corps 
of SIX companies of European flankers from the Bombay army, under 
Lieut -Colonel Dunlop , a corps of foui companies of European flankers 
fiom the Scotch Brigade, and the Regimoiit de Meurone, under Colonel 
Sherbrooke, his Mai esty’s 12th, 33rd, 73id, and 74th regiments, ten 
companies of Bengal sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Gardener, 
eight companies of coast sepoy flankers, undei Lieut -Colonel Dalrymple, 
SIX companies of Bombay sepoy flankers, under Lieut -Colonel Mignan , 
one hundred artillerymen, with a proportion of gun lascars, under Major 
Bell The European and Native pioneers under Captain Dowse, amount- 
ing as per enclosed i etui n of men actually under arms at the assault, to— 

■ ".OT 

I have now the honour to report to you the measures I took to secure 
the success of the impoitant object entrusted to me, and the result, and 
to enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the assault 
Having leceived your instructions to make the capture of the ramparts 
my flist object, as the foice under my command was not deemed suffi- 
cient to assault the rampaits and town at the same time, when defended 
by Tippoo’s whole airay, I duected Lieut -Colonel Dunlop, with six com- 
panies of Bombay European flankers, suppoitcd by his Maiesty’s 12th and 
33rd regiments, and ten companies of Bengal sepoy flankeis, with fifty 
artilleiymen, to assault the North ramparts, and to push on with the 
Euiopean flank oompames until he met the South attack, under Colonel 
Sherbrooke, consisting of the flank companies of the Scotch Brigade 
and Regiment de Mem one, reinforced by the Gieuadiei companies of 
his Majesty’s 73id and 74th regiments, in consequence of the vigorous 
lesistance, theie was reason to apprehend at the several heavy batteries 
on the South face of the fort, and suppoited by his Majesty’s 73rd and 
74th legiments, eight companies of coast native, and six companies of 
Bombay native flankers, ivith fifty artiUeiymen, when the whole weie di- 
lei ted to form on the East face, until arrangements weie made for the 
attack of such of the Cavaliers as might not already have been seized on, 
or for pioceedmg to the attack of the body of the place, if with the foico 
remaining such a measme should be deemed advisable 

The assault commenced, ih obedience to your orders, at one p la 
Colonels Sherbrooke and Dunlop weie directed on no account to quit the 
inner rampart previous to then junction, for any othei object but that of 

* Referred to at page 670 
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seizing on the cavaliers in the neiglibouihood of their lespective attacks 
and to lose no time in regaining their situation on the lampaits, as soo 
as that object should be attained, and every cavaliei or post on the ram 
part which it might be deemed essential to secure, were immediately t 


as that object suouiu oe aiiameu, ouu 

nart which it might be deemed essential to secure, were immediately to 
be occupied by a battalion company or companies from the supporting 
European regiments, so that the whole of the ground once captured 
might be secured, and the flankers on their junction be in full foi ce to 
follow up their success, by an attack on any of the cavaliers which had 

n,. 1„7 an aaannlt ntl thp hodv of the tOwn and the 


palace of the Sultaun 

In the success of every part of this plan my warmest wishes were giati- 
fiecl the whole of the ramparts, and eveiy cavalier in the foit, weie in a 
vigorous assault of a few hours, m the possession of our troops, who 
were too well acquainted with the value of their conquest to render the 
retaining it against the whole of Tippoo’s army at all doubtful The 
place, therefore, being so securely our own, I was not anxious, by an 
immediate attack on the palace, to bring on a fiesh and unnecessaiw 
slaughter , and indeed the exhausted state of the gallant flankei s i endered 
It expedient for me to halt a short time before I proceeded to the attack 
of the palace, which, if Tippoo was m it, there was every leason to sup- 
pose would be, if possible, as gallantly defended as attacked 

During this haft, two fresh battalions of sepoys armed, and tiusting 
that by this time the Sultaun would see how fniitless any fuithei lesist- 
ance must prove, I lequested Major Allen, Deputy Quarter-Master-Ge- 
neral, who had just arrived fiom camp, and who, fiom his knowledge of 
the language, was well qualified to execute the duty, to pioceed with a 
flag of truce to the palace, and offer Cowle to Tippoo Sultaun, and every 
person in his palace, on his immediate and unconditional surrendei of 
himself and family to me j at the same time informing him, if theic was 
the smallest hesitation in acceding to this offer, that an immediate assault 
on the palace would take place, and every man m it be put to the swoid 
The Grenadiers, and pait of the 12th regiment under Major Craigie, with 
the 2nd battabon of the 9th regiment of sepoys, accompanied Major Allen 
to put this threat into immediate execution, if necessary , and I prepared 
the flankers, now a little recovered from their fatigues, to follow to the 
attack of the palace on the first signal of hostilities kaving recommenced 
(for the firing had ceased on all sides for upwards of an hour) In the 
mean time I received intelligence from one of the piisoners, of whom I 
caused enquiry to be made as to the place where the English soldiers, 
who had been taken in the different assaults on the enemy’s out posts 
during the siege were confined, that they had all been put to death about 
ten days before in the most haibarous manner, hy having nails driven 
through their skulls On this I immediately advance^ with the flankei s 
of the 74th regiment and the light infantry, and lemawmg part of the 
12th regiment, resolved, if Cowle had not already been granted, and the 
dreadful accounts of the fate of our feUow soldiers weie confiimed, to 
sacrifice the tyrant to their manes 


On reaching th^alace. Major Allen came out to me, and informed me 
he had been with Tippoo’s two youngest sons, who were ignorant where 
their father was, but were disposed to surrender themselves and the palace 
on a promise pf protection Anxious, if possible, to discover Tippoo, 
who I had been informed was certainly in the palace, I hesitated to agiee 
to these conditions unless they would inform me where their father was, 
and threatened to search the most secret recesses of the palace if he was 
not instantly produced , hut not being able to learn from them whei e the 
Sultaun was, and wishing to get them out of the fort before it was dark, 
after giving them every assurance of protection and kind treatment, I sent 
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them off to \ou, under chaige of Lieutenant-Colonel Agnew, your public 
Secretuiy, and Captain Meiriott, yom Aid-de-Camp, escorted by the 
light infantry company of his Majesty’s 33rd regiment The palace was 
then taken possession of without opposition I now pioceeded to the 
seaidi of the palace, accompanied by Lieutenant-Colonel Close and Major 
Allen, taking caie, however, to avoid the Leuaua, round which I had 
posted a sufficient foice to make his escape fiom it impracticable In 
the palace we found a man who, on being seveiely threatened, said that 
the Sultaiiu was killed in attempting to escape through the Northern 
bally Port, and offered to conduct us to the body We accordingly pro- 
ceeded thither, and under a slaughtered heap ot several hundreds, many 
of whom were men of consequence in his service, had the pleasure to 
disi ovei the body of the Sultaun, he had been shot through the head and 
body, and was quite dead, I caused him immediately to be put into a 
palanquin, and Conveyed to the palace, where the body was identified by 
some of the principal men who had fallen into our hands, and by two of 
the eunuchs belonging to his Haiam 

I now proceeded to give such protection to the inhabitants as was in 
mypoiver, and although it was by this tune dark, as I haie heard no 
complaints of outrage or insult being offered to any after the conflict 
ceased, I may venture to say the natives of India will be satisfied that the 
British soldiers are not more brave than humane 
Early the next morning Abdual Cawlic, the secopd son of Tippoo, and 
the elder son of the two who weie delivered to Lord Coinwallis as hos- 
tages at the conclusion of the last war, was met by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dalivmple coming from the island to delivei himself up, he was imme- 
diati ly assured of piotection and the most libeial tieatment, and I went 
to meet him to shew how much satisfied I was with the confidence he 
placed 111 us by thus delivering lumself into oui hands when the means of 
scape weie peifeotly m his powei 

ffavintf been led to expect you in the toit yesterday morning, I waited 
with Abaual CawliC to deliver him into your own hands But on being 
relieved by Colonel Wellesley, I pioceeded mth him to camp, and deli- 
veied him over to you 1 peiceive, in the general orders of yesterday, 
that no mention is made ot Colonel Sherbiooke This, I peiceive, is 
owmg to that oidei being published befoie I had time to make my leport 
to you of the conduct ot tlie troops under my command on the assault, 
which was highly exemplaiy throughout, aud if, where all behaved nobly. 

It 18 piopei to mention individual merit, I know no man so justly entitled 
to piaise as Colonel bheihiooke, to whose eveitions I teel myself much 
indebted foi the success of the attack 
I make no doubt but Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop, who commanded a 
paity of equal foice luth that of Colonel Shcibiookc, u ould have merited 
equal piaise for his exertions had he not most unfoi Innately been disabled 
by a wound very early m the assault, a circumstance I most sincerely re- 
gretted, as from the well known chaiacter of that ofheer, and the clear 
manner m which he understood the instructions I gave him relative to 
the attack he was to lead, I put the greatest confidence in the success of 
the attack 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble SerVhnt, 

David Baird, Major-General 

Camp at Senngapatam, 

6th May, 1799 
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statement of the Force composing the Giand Army 
under the Command ot Lieutenant General Haii la, Febiuary, 17y9 





Corps 

Drums Rank and File 


19th Regiment Light Diagoons 

447 


25th Do Do 

465 




912 

lat Do Native Cavalry 

443 


2Qd Do Do 



3d Do Do 

44-! 


4th Do Do 

437 

1766 

Total Cavahy 


2678 

2 Companies Bengal Artillery 

148 


1st Battalion Artillery 

128 


2nd Do Do 

300 


Total Artilleiy 


676 

12th Regiment Foot 

773 


33rd Do Do 

869 


73rd Do Do 

861 


74th Do Do 

801 


Scotch Biigade 

500 


S-ftiss Regiment 

814 


Total European Infantry 


4608 

1st Battahon 1st Regiment 

1077 


2nd Do 3rd Do 

1022 


2nd Do 5th Do 

1086 


Ist Do 6th Do 

1012 


Ist Do Hth Do 

1101 


2nd Do 9th Do 

857 


lat Do 12th Do 

838 


2jid Do 12th Do 

1068 


Three Battalions Bengal Volunteers 

8000 


Total Native Intantiy 


11,061 

Gun Lascars 

1726 


Pioneers 

1000 


Total Gun Lascars and Pioneeis 


2726 

Abstract 



Cavalry 



Artdlery 



European Infantry- 



Native Infantry 

11,061 


Total Fighting Men 

18 923 


Lascais and Pioneers 

2726 


Grand Total 

21,649 



Cor Rr 
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Detachment undei the Command of Colonel Roberts 




1 Company Bengal Artilleiy 
1 Do Coast 

1 Battalion lOtli Regiment B h. I 
2nd Do 10th Do Do 

2nd Do 2nd Do C N I 

2nd Do 7th Do Do 

1st Do 11th Do Do 

2nd Do 1 1th Do Do 


Companies of Gun Lascars 


I Non Commissioned 


Total 



Total 


142 


G32‘> 
I 318 
I 6785 


Detachment in the Southein Division under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Brown 


Detachment of the 1st Battalion Artillery 

Ist Division Ut European Regiment 
2nd Do 2nd Do Do 

2nd Battalion 1st Regiment (3 Companies) 

Ist Do 2nd Do 

1st Do 3rd Do 

1st Do 13th Do (2 Flank Companies) 

2nd Do 13tli Do (2 Do Do ) 

New Troop of Cavalry 

Gun Lascars 
Pioneers 

Total 



Northern Division Commanded by Colonel Vigors 


European Infantry 

Native Infantry including Revenue Corps and Invalids 
Total 


N B A Detachment of Recruits from Hydrabad, consisting of 7 Havildars, 
6 Naiques, 7 Puckalhes and 743 Sepoys, at Masulipatam, not included above 
Five Companies of His Majesty’s 19th Regiment of Foot, and one Company of 
Bengal Artillery, ordeied from Columho to join the Troops in the Field in the 
Southern Division, not included in the above Also a Detadiment ot 1500 Men 
under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Read in the Barohmahaul 
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&CNERAI. ORDER OP ENCAMPMENT OP THE GRAND 


^ Ist Batt 1st Reg Major of Bngade Lt Lauder ^ so'g 

H Si 1st Do 12th Do Colonel Gowdie Commanding g ® O 

™ ,§ 1st Do 6th Do Qr Mast Brig Lieut Brice S ■g, 

^ H M 12th Toot Maj Gen Baird Commanding 5 ^ 

m S Scotch Brigade S n H 

■' H M 74th Foot Major of Brigade Lt Lambton ^ ^ 

1st Batt 8th Reg Maj of Brigade Lt Colebroohe q 
3 Si 2nd Do 12tb Do Col Sherbrooke Commanding J S 5 
f 2nd Do 3rd Do Qr Mast Brigade Lieut Kelly g.*g 


^ 1st Bengal Volunt Maj of Bngade Capt Cuppage c « I 
" to 3rd Do Do Lt Col Gardiner Commanding a <3 S' 

_ 2nd Do Do Qr Mst Brig Lt R Mariiott S Ps 

'Z R ag • 

e I H M 33rd Foot 

a I Reg deMeuron The Hon Col Wellesley Comg | ' 

^ H M 73rd Foot Maj of Bngade Capt Hughes Sj & ^ 

2nd Batt 9th Reg M^ Brig Capt Lt M'Pherson a ^ 
S §> Lieut Col Scott Commanding o S g 

^ 2nd Do 5th Do Qr Mast Brig Lt Aimstrong -,ig < 

sifi 


^ ^ lat Reg Nat Cav 

5 g) 19thDo Dragoons Col Stevenson Commanding E \ 
„ 4th Do Native Cav Maj of Brigade Lt Strachan 'g | ^ 

^ I 2nd Do Do S B ! 

« r ®™SOons Colonel Pater Commanding *7 g S 

p 3rd Do Nat Cav Mgjor Bngade Major Patterson §.,34: 

s I 


;PN of the Troops belonging to thePrendency of Bombay, composing the Aimy assembled for Field Ser 
lant-GenerdI James Stuart, Commander-In-Chief, Head Quarters, Cananore, 11th February, 1739 
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PJOJ. 

Z' 

SOAUDN 
‘uani llnijgSg 

i i&i ^ 

V 

Flox 


y-" 

suBodoingf 

coooco 


'uam SungSg 

iS S3SS 

s 

FloX 




314 

584 

600 

S99 

639 

593 

597 

390 

s 

eurodoing; 

137 

200 

467 

618 

1 

‘aiy ^ nmoH 



i « S a "2 S 


1 

I 

ill 

JS S S'g,g ^ SigS 

Total 

<3 

O oc3 o C O *1 oO« 

' >3 ffl’5*/ <?5“5* >-3 S’ ' & 

2(3asjssg-*-3J3(3 






N S 

foot 

foot 
M 1,1 
9th hi 
N I 
N I 



IIIKihII 


§ 

g as -S'^ S'® 


o 

1 °l l| “'i 

g ^ g mO « 2 

5 i'o 

■gSm'slo'^g „ 

° BjoQ a 3J3 g i,.-H p< 

|«-Ss§^‘S^§’ 1*3 Q 



S'gls g ~ oJ= K ^ 

■g e g S ^ g 



QQfg 0 J fS 
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APPENDI-C 



OSyctrs—Kilhr!, Capt S Thompson, 1st Bat 2nd Beg — fFminded,laeu\ Lighton, Artiller7 
nson. Ensign Eldndge, I st Battalion 2n(l Regiment, Subahdar Norape, Jem m Mah Soph 
1, 3r(l Regiment - Mtssmg, Capt ShoU, 1st Br 2nd Regiment 



APPENDIX N 


Return of Killed, Wounded andMissinff, of the Coips which weie engaged 
under the command of Lieutenant-General Hams in the action ivith 
Tipiioo Siiltaun’s Army near Mallavilly, on the 27th of March, 1799 



Officeis included in the Return —Wownded, Captain Kennedy, 19th Light 
Dragoons, Lieutenant Strachan, 2nd Regiment of Native Caraliy, Lieu- 
tenant Moore, 74th Regiment 

B Close, Adjutant General 
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General Return of Killed, Wounded and Miasinp;, of Corps composing the 
Army before Senngapatam, from the 4tli of April to the 4th May, 1799, 
both days, inclusive 

Senngapatam, 5th May, 1799 


Europeans j 

Natives 


03 



-a 


•s 


C 


A 




s 

§ 

1 

a 

4 

12 


2 

10 


6 

6 



5 


8 

16 

1 

9 

27 

3 

4 

6 


6 

4 


17 

49 

1 




6 

28 

12 




21 

99 

I 




45 

111 





J6 

64 

3 




10 

61 

1 




14 

86 

1 




• 16 

60 

1 




9 

23 

1 

3 

3 





6 

6 





3 

3 

12 




6 

30 

9 




2 

8 

6 

1 



3 

14 





4 

10 


1 

2 


12 

47 

16 




11 

33 





4 

16 





5 

13 





4 


6 




3 

11 





1 

4 


1 

3 


7 

46 

61 

1 



8 

37 


1 

1 


4 

10 



2 


2 

10 



1 


4 

16 





2 

6 





3 

14 



1 


4 

7 



1 


2 

26 


j 101 

62S 

1 22 

119 

420 

100 


Madias Bngineeis 
Bombay do 
Bengal Aitilleiy 
Ist Battalion Coast do 


2nd do 


do 


Bomhay Artillei . 

His Majesty’s ]2th Regiuieiit 
33id do 
73id do 
74th do 
75 th do 

77 th do 

Scotch Biigade 
Regiment de Meuron 
Bombay Regiment of European Infantiy 
lit Bat 10th Bengal Reg Nt ' ’ ‘ 


do 


do 


1st Battalion Bengal Volunteers 

2nd do do 

3id do do 

1st Bat 1st Reg Madias Native] 

2nd do 2nd do do 


do 


2nd do 3id do 

2nd do 6th do 

1st do 6th do 

2nd do 7th do 

1st do 8tli do 

2nd do 9th do 

1st do 1 1th do 

2ud do 11th do 

1st do 12th do 

2nd do 12th do 

Pioneer Corps 
Ist Bat 2nd Reg Bombay Nat Infantry 
2nd do 2nd do do 

Ist do 3id do do 

2nd do 3rd do do 

1st do 4th do do 

Ist do 5th do do 

Pioneer Corps 

Total 


N B Two Conductors of Oidnancc wounded on the 2nd and 4th 
instant, not included iii iht above 
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OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED, INCLUDED IN THE 
GENERAL RETURN 

Major C Campbell, 1st bat 1st Madras reg N I billed 5th Apiil, 1799 
Lieut G Nixon, H M I2tli reg do 6tli do Lieut T Falla, do do 6th 
do Liuit Fitzgrerald, 33rd, do 6th do Lieut Fneivorkcr A Brooke, Den- 
jral artillery, wounded 6th do Lieut R Nixon, H M 12th re^ do 6th 
do Lieut King, do do 6th do Ensign Neville, do do 1 7th do Capt 
1 Munro, 2nd bat 12tli Madras N I do 18th do Lieut I Vernon, do 
do do do Lieut Moore, do do do do Lieut Mackintosh, 2nd bat did 
Madras reg N I do 17th do Capt Alexander Toriiano, Bombay artil- 
lery, killed 18th do Lieut Wm M'Reddic, do do 18th do Lieut Wm 
Tailor, staff, wounded, do do Lieut Jeiemiali Lock, 2nd bat 2nd i eg 
Bombay N I do do do Lieut John Barnard, do do do do Assist - 
surgeon Glasser, Reg de Meuron, killed 19th do Lieut I Fish, 2nd bat 
3rd Madras reg N I do 20th do Lieut S Smith, do wounded do do 
Lieut Fletcher, H M 7dth reg do do do Capt C I Mears, Ist bat 
2nd Bombay reg N I killed 2l8t do Capt John Gordon, H M 75th 
reg wounded do do Capt Marshall, 1st bat 6th Bombay reg N I do 
do do Capt Wm Brown, Ist bat 3rd do do do do do Lieut Todd, 
H M 73rd reg do 26th do Capt Hav, H M Scotch brigade, killed do 
do Lieut Bl'Beath, do wounded do do Lieut limes, do do do do 
Lt M'Lean, do do do do Lt Blair, Ist bat Madias aitil do 25th do Lt 
Irvine, H M 74th reg killed 2Ctb do Capt Aytone, do wounded do do 
Lieut Maxwell, do do do do Lieut Cainngton, do do do do Lieut 
M'Lean, lun H M 73rd reg do 27tb do Capt Molle, H M Scotch 
hngade, (to do. do Capt Piauchaud, Reg de Meuron, do do do Lieut 
Fagen, 3rd bat Bengal volunteers do do do Lieut -Col Montagu, Ben- 
gal artillery, wounded 2nd May (since dead ) Lieut Cookesley, 1st bat 
Madras artillery, killed do do Capt Cosby, staff, do 3rd do Capt Lt 
Caldwell, Madras engineers, wounded 4th do Major Mandeville, 2nd bat 
Madras artillery, do do do Capt Jourdan, 2ud bat do killed do do 
Capt Lieut Piescotl, Ist bat do wounded do do Lieut Shawe, H M. 
12th reg do do do Cwt Macleod, 73rd, do do do Lieut Lalor, 73rd, 
killed, do do Lieut Thomas, 73rd, wounded, do do Ensign Antil, 
73rd, do do do Ensign Guthne, 73id, do. do do Lieut Faiquhai, 
74th, killed, do do Lieut Prendergast, 74th, do do do Lieut Hill, 
74th, do do do Lieut Shaw, 74th, do do do Lieut Mather, H M 
75th reg killed 4th May Lieut Turner, 76th, wounded, do do Lieut 
Broughton, 76th, do do do Lieut Skelton, 76th, do do do Lieut - 
Col Dunlop, 77tb, do do do Capt Owen, 77th, killed, do do Lieut 
Lawrence, 77th, wounded, do do Capt Lardy, Reg de Meuron, do do 
do Lieut Mathey, do do do do Lieut R Wehb, Bombay Eui op eaii 
reg do do do Lieut Cormick, Madras pioneers, killed do do 


ABSTRACT OF OFFICERS KILLED AND WOUNDED 
Madras engineers, 1 wounded Bombay do, 0 Bengal artilleiy, 2 
wounded Aladras do 2 killed, 3 wounded Bombay do 2 killed Ben- 
gal mfantiy, 1 wounded Aladias do 14 killed, 26 wounded Bombav 
do 3 killed, 12 wounded M.idras pioneers, 1 killed Bombay do 0 — 
Total killed and wounded 67 


Bawiy Closi,, Adj -Gen 





710 


APPCNDI'C 


APPENDIX R 


MEMORANDUM 


Respecting the Piize Propel tp captuied at Sei ingapaiam 
AltJiough it IS not possible to ascertain with anv degree of accuiacy 
what the prize property in Seringapatam will amount to, yet from the va- 
noiih information obtained through the Mutseddies and others, employed 
in riiflerent departments under the late Sultaun, I am enabled to foim the 
following estimation — 

1st — specie, 16,74,350 star pagodas, 2nd— jeaels, gold and silver hul- 
luin, 26,00,000, 3id — paddy, pepper, salt, and othei articles, m the differ- 
ent gianaries, 1,10,000, 4th — oopper and liiass pots, glasses, carpets, &c , 
20,000 , 5th — elephants, camels, hoises, bullocks, would amount to 64,000 , 
6th— cloths of various sorts, &c in the Tosha Khana, 2,00,000 lotul, 
46 58,350 stdi pagod,\s Military stores not included 
No remark is necessary on the 1st aiticle The estimation on the 
jewels IS voiy uncertain , there are still twenty and moie boxes, the con- 
tents of winch have not heeii valued , very little is known upon the subjee t 
of jewels, lor no one among Tippoo’s people has any idea of the contents 
of Ins tieasiiiy , so that iiiforination is very little to be depended upon re- 
Luiie to tills iiid article With legnrd to the thud, I have eveiyieason 
to think that the, estimation is coriect The 4th article consists of a va- 
riety of things, which, most jiiulmhly, will pioduce the estimated sum 
The 6tli IS composed of piopeity of winch I cannot procme an exact ac- 
count The 6th includes all the gold and silvei cloths and eveiy article of 
that description, as well as sundry othei commodities too paiticuki to 
euumerale , the Lstimatioii is within bounds 
As the greater paitof the captuied propei ty is composed of jewcN, &c, 
articles which either Tippoo or his father Hydcr had plundered, the Mut- 
seddies and othei persons, of whom I have enquired, declare that they 
cannot give any exact statement of the late Sultaun’s riches 


Suinsapuiam, Juried, 1799 


W M Gordon 


APPENDIX S. 

The Sircai Coitdadad to the Executive Directoiy,iepiescnting the Fieneh 
Republic, One and Indivisible, at Pans * 

In the name of that friendship which the Sircar Coudadad, and the 
subjects of the Sircar, vow to the Fieuch republic, which friendship and 
alliance shall endure as long as the sun and moon shine in the lieavens, 
and w'hich shall be so solid that the moat extiuordinary events shall 
neither break nor disunite them 

The English, jealous of the connection and friendship which, foi so 
long a time, has snbsisied between my Siicai and Prance, some yeais ago 
united against me with the Marhattas, the Nizam Ally Khan, and mv 
other enemies, and declared a wai as odions at unjust, which lasted 
several years, and of which the result was so fatal, that it cost me 
three croies and thirty lacks of lupeet in money, and my finest pro- 
vinces ■' * 

* Refericd to at page 531 
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The republic la ceitamlv iiotiguoiatit ot iiiv nt theae unfortunate cir- 
cumstances, noi of the raany efforts I made to dispute, inch liv inch, the 
possession of that eountiy, which at last I was obliged to rchntjuish to 
our common enemy I should not have been driven to suchicriiel sacri- 
hces had 1 been aided bymy ancient allies the French, who were deceived 
by the perhdious machinations of Conway, the Governor-General of Pon- 
dicheiiy, who ivas then plotting with Campbell, the Governor of hJadras, 
foi the evacuation of thi place commanded by the formei No doubt the 
republic will now lepaii the fault ol their foimer Goveinment, by diiv- 
ing the English fi oin then iich possessions m India 

Ihese sentiments, with which I have long been animated, I have made 
Lnown to the Goveinment of the Isle of France, through the organ of 
two Ambassadois, ftom whom I have had the gi eat satisfaction of receiv- 
ing such an answei as I desired, togcthei witli the lepuhhcan flag, by the 
hands of Chapuis, Chief of a brigade, and Dubuc, a Captain ot a ship, who 
also In ought with them the mconsiderahle succour of ofliceis and men, 
with which ciicumstances peunitted General Malai tic and Rear-Admial 
Sei oey to supply me 

I retain with me the first of these o&ccrs, and send the second to von 
as my Ambassadoi, who, in leqnesting voui alliance, oftensive and defon- 
sive, will, I trust, obtain such a leinforcement of tioops as, joined to mine, 
may enable me to attack, and annihilate foi eter, our common enemies 

in Asia 

I send you my standard (which, united with that of the republic, will 
serve as a basisforthe idhantt into which oui respective nations aieaboiit 
to contiact), and with it the particular articles which 1 have charged 
Captain Dubuc to communicate to you 
I join with him my subjects 6heik Abdoulraira and Mahomet Bismilla, 
who are equally authoiized to repiesent me with your Government 
Whatever may be the future state of om two nations, whethei blended 
01 sepal ate, into whatever engagements they mav lesjiectivelv entei, may 
the prospeiity, the glory, and the success of both, be still the commo'i 
object of each , may the sentiments which they feel for each other, he 
guaianteed by mutual assiiianccsof fidelity, and by oaths of lecipiotal 
obligation, and may the heavens and the eai th meet and unite, eie the 
alliance of the two nations shall suffer the smallest alteration 

In my Palace at Senngapatam, 20rt July, 17^8 
A true Translation, 

G G Keble, French Tianslatoi 


A Note of theTinpomls to he made by my Amhaseadms to the Eaecuiwe 
Dtiectmy at Pans * 

At tide \ — Foi ten oi fifteen thousand tioops, of every description, 
infantry, cavalry, and artdleiy 

At tide 2 — A naval force to act on the coast whei e oui armies may be, 
to favour, audio remfoice them, in case of necessity 


At tide 3 — The Sircai w'dl furnish all military stores and provisions for 
the army of the republic, as well as hoi ses, bullocks, carts, and tents, 
together with eveiy other necessary j excepting European liquois, which 
his country does not affoid 

* Referied to at page! 
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■4iticle4 —On allmaithesandmilitaij' opeiations, tlie King’s orders aie 
to be observed 

Aitide 5 — ^The expedition slnill be directed to some point of the Caio- 
inandel coast, and in preference, to Porto Novo, wlieie tlie discmbarba^ 
tion of the troops shall take place, and wheie the King, with his vvhole 
annv, will appear, eitliei before the arrival of the French army or at any 
time appointed, it being hib intention to commence opeiations in. the heait 
of the enemy’s country 

A) tide 6 — The King desires that theiepiiblic v/ill inform him, by des- 
patching to Mangaloie two corvettes fiom Europe, withm 20 days of eaih 
other, of the niimoei of ships and troops winch are to be sent from France, 
in ordei that he may take the field immediately, and be master of the 
Uoiomandel coast, befoie the arrival of the republican forces, and thus 
be enabled to provide for all tbeir wants 

A> tide 7 — All the conquests which may be made from the enemy, ex- 
cepting tliose provinces which the King has been obliged to cede to the 
English, to the Wurbattas, and to the Nizam Ally Khan, shall be equJly 
divided between the two nations, and accoiding to their respective con- 
venience nie same division shall also bo made of the enemies ships, 
and ol the Portugneze colonies, in Older to indemnify the King foi the 
expences of the war 

At tide 8 —Should any difficulty aiise between the allied armies, each 
shall observe justice, according to their own laws and customs , and 
every discussion relating to them shall be conducted m wi iting between 
the two nations 

Artide 9 —Whatever may be the desire of the republic, whether to give 
peace to England, or to continue war, the King trusts the republic will 
always have the kmdness to consider him as afneud and faithful ally, 
accordingly comprehend him in all its treaties, and apprise him of all its 
intentions 

Artide 10 —AH French whatever, who now aie or may hereafter come 
within the territories of the King, shall be treated as friends and allies, 
they shall have the liberty of passing and repassing, and of ti admg, with^ 
out any molestation oi hindrance, on the contiary, they shall receive 
every assistance and succour which they may want 

ArtideW —To procure for my service four foundeis of brass and four 
founders of iron cannon, four paper makers, twelve manufactiuers of 
glass, m different branches of the manufacture, two naval engmeers and 
two good ship-builders ' 


Gwen in my Pahee of Seringapatam, 
my Pi me Minister, with the seal of state 


under mi/ sigmtm e, ami that of 
affiaU, the 20</« July, 1798 


A true Tiaualation, 

G G Keble, French Translator 
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